D ISNA/ Alireza Masoumi

Straight Truth

Pages Price 100,000 Rials EURO

46th year No. 15307

WWW.TEHRANTIMES.COM

" TEHRAN TIMES

Thursday April 23, 2026 Ordibehesht

3,

1405 hu al-Qadah 5, 1447

Aby

S Blockade Dwarfed
lranian Naval Power

The IRGC seized two vessels on Wednesday for

‘disrupting order and safety in the Strait of Hormuz’

The Iranian military displayed a ba///St/c m/SS//e on its /auncher on Apr// 21 2026, as C/t/zens in Tehran have been ho/c//ng n/ght/y rallies in suppart of the Islamic Repub//c system amid the ongoing
US--Israeli war of aggression against Iran.

Tehran denies
sabotage allegations in
Azerbaijan, warns of
Israeli ‘false flag’ ops

TEHRAN - Iran’s embassy in Azerbaijan has
strongly rejected accusations that Tehran is
involved in sabotage activities on Azerbaija-
ni soil, warning that such claims are part of
an Israeli disinformation campaign aimed at
driving a wedge between the two neighbor-
ing countries.

The statement, released on Wednesday,
came in response to allegations by Israeli
security and military institutions suggest-
ing that individuals or entities linked to Iran
had conducted operations against Israeli
interests inside Azerbaijan. The Iranian em-
bassy dismissed the claims as “false flag
operations,” a term used to describe decep-
tive tactics designed to mislead and provoke
conflict. » Page 2

The Lidless Eye of
Sauron watches us all.
Are we helpless?

By Garsha Vazirian

TEHRAN — The name “Palantir” confess-
es its intent so plainly that it reads less like
branding and more like a manual: a candid
revelation of the method by which a world is
watched.

Taken from the legendarium of Tolkien, the
Palantiri were seeing stones that allowed
powerful beings to observe across vast dis-
tances.

In the lore, these stones were ultimately
corrupted by a dark lord to deceive the user
and consolidate total vision. This metaphor
is the beating heart of a company that has
moved beyond mere software to become the
Lidless Eye of a global surveillance panopti-

‘Iran’s participation in Iran: Hormuz action means Iran urges release of con.» Page 5
Islamabad talks contingent on war, Europe’s silence commercial vessel from US Beyond
securing national interests’ unacceptable ‘piracy’ brinksmanship:

TEHRAN - Iran has yet to decide whether it will attend a
new round of peace talks with the United States scheduled
for later this week, a senior Iranian official has confirmed, as a
two-week ceasefire brokered by Pakistan hangs by a thread.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmail Bagaei, who was
part of Iran's delegation to the first round of Islamabad
talks, told the BBC that Tehran entered the negotiations
with “good faith and a sense of seriousness.” However,
he accused the American side of displaying “lack of
seriousness” and “lack of good faith,” adding that
Washington has been “changing its position frequently.

Bagaei pointed to “flip flops” and “threats of war crimes” by
US President Donald Trump, who has repeatedly threatened in
recent days to destroy Iranian infrastructure if Tehran does not
accept what he describes as a “very fair and reasonable deal”
The spokesman also underscored that the US naval blockade of
Iranian ports in the Strait of Hormuz remains in force. He noted
that on Sunday, US Navy forces fired on an Iranian vessel, boarded
it, and took the crew into custody - an act Iran has condemned as
“piracy” and a flagrant violation of the April 8 ceasefire.

TEHRAN — Iran’s top diplomat warned on Wednesday
that blockading its ports constitutes an “act of war” and
a violation of a fragile ceasefire, while sharply criticizing
European countries for their silence over ‘unlawful
military attacks’ by the United States and Israel against
Iran’s peaceful nuclear infrastructure.

In a series of telephone conversations and a post
on social media, Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi laid
out a coordinated diplomatic message: Iran considers
itself both legally entitled to take defensive measures
in the Strait of Hormuz and increasingly impatient with
‘Western double standards’ on international law and non-
proliferation.

The statements came just days before the expiration
of a 20-day ceasefire brokered by Pakistan, which
had temporarily halted open warfare that began on
February 28 after the assassination of Iran’s Leader,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, and several top military
commanders.

TEHRAN- Iran has formally accused the United States
of an act of “piracy” in the Sea of Oman, calling for the
immediate release of an Iranian commercial vessel and
declaring that a continued American naval blockade must
be lifted before any new negotiations can resume.

The diplomatic efforts, delivered in a letter to UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and a subsequent
press conference by Iran's ambassador to the world body,
come just days before a 20-day ceasefire brokered by
Pakistan is set to expire.

In a letter to Antonio Guterres and the presidency of
the UN Security Council, Iran’'s permanent ambassador
to the United Nations, Amir Saeid Iravani, described a
hostile encounter involving the Iranian commercial vessel
“Toska” near Iranian territorial waters. “On 19 April 2026,
in the vicinity of the coasts of Iran in the Sea of Oman, US
military forces carried out a hostile and unlawful attack
against the Iranian commercial vessel ‘Toska”" the letter
reads.

» Pages 2-3

The Orientalism in
Trump’s lran war cry

By Dr. Yasir Ali Mirza

NEW DELHI - Inastriking display of aggres-
sive posturing amid the war on Iran, United
States President Donald Trump’s apocalyptic
warning of total annihilation in a prime-time
television address from the White House has
since been reverberating around the world.
Demonstrating how his “madman attitude”
has made the world more uncertain, he de-
clared that the U.S. army would be hitting
Iran “extremely hard,” if his demand of lift-
ing the siege on the Strait of Hormuz would
not be heeded by the Islamic Republic Guards
Corps (IRGC). » Page 5

Asian Beach
Games

Games on Wednesday.

Games.

Iran delegation
marches at 2026

TEHRAN - The Iranian
delegation, parading under the
banner “Dena martyrs”, marched
at the opening ceremony of the
6th Sanya 2026 Asian Beach

[ran has sent 57 athletes to the

The sixth edition of the Asian
Beach Games will be held in
Sanya, China from April 23 to 30.

Tehran’s Jewish community held a gathering on Tuesday night (April 21) at Valiasr Square in Tehran,
aimed at demonstrating national unity. The spiritual leaders of the Iranian Jewish community were
present at the ceremony, which was held at the same time as people took to the streets at night.

The Games feature 14 sports,
15 disciplines and 62 events.
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

The answer to the US naval blockade lies in closing the

Bab al-Mandab Strait

Kayhan discussed the Bab al-Mandab Strait
and the importance of closing it in an arti-
cle. The paper wrote: The unveiling of the Bab
al-Mandab Strait at the end of the two-week
deadline opens a new front against Trump
and his supporters, who will know that from
now on there will be no safe spot for them in
the vital arteries of the region. Iran’s historic
alignment against the enemy has now reached
an irreversible point. Trump and Netanyahu, by
foolishly attacking Iran, not only did they not
achieve any of their sinister goals, but they also
unintentionally opened a gate to hell for their
strategic interests. Today, while the political
system stands stronger than ever and Iran’s
defense capability has pushed the boundaries
of military knowledge, terrible news is coming
to the Washington palace: the good times in
the maritime bottlenecks are over, and the Bab
al-Mandeb is ready to block the artery of global
trade in the event of the enemy’s slightest mis-
calculation.

Shargh: Distrust between the negotiating
parties after 40 days of war

In its editorial, Shargh referred to the dis-
trust between Iran and the United States and
the ambiguity in the negotiation process.
According to this editorial, in the last two or
three days, we have witnessed contradictory
positions regarding the holding of the sec-
ond round of negotiations in Islamabad. The
conflicts in recent days in the southern wa-
ters of Iran and the ambiguity regarding the
holding of the second round of negotiations
are not unexpected, given the intensity of the
confrontations, the sensitivity of the situa-
tion, the activity of extremist currents in the
two countries, and the ever-destructive role
of Israel. It is natural that the two countries
have no trust in each other after a devastat-
ing 40-day war and that a ceasefire would
be fragile in such circumstances. What is im-
portant in this regard is to focus on two goals
that should be on the Iranian delegation’s
agenda: 1. Preventing renewed aggression
and the destruction of the common assets of
all lranians in this historic land.

2. Moving towards the complete lifting of the
oppressive US sanctions.

Etemad: Negotiations are a continuation of
national resistance

Etemad pointed out in an article that negotia-
tions are not a field for settling political scores,
but rather a continuation of the same national
resistance at another level. The importance of
this point is that victory in the military field, if
not accompanied by a suitable achievement at
the negotiating table, may remain incomplete.
To preserve its dignity and interests, a nation
must both stand up to aggression and act co-
herently and intelligently at the moment of
negotiation. Reaching a proud conclusion is the
ultimate goal of any type of negotiation. There-
fore, successful diplomacy is the continuation
of that resistance; a resistance that this time
is formulated with the language of negotiation
and political logic. In a world where law and mo-
rality have been weakened, countries can only
defend their interests by relying on the people,
national cohesion, and support for their official
representatives. If Iran wants to pass this his-
torical turning point, it must remain united in
both the field of power and the field of dialogue.

Iran: Honorable diplomacy

In support of the negotiations and the ap-
proach of the Iranian diplomatic apparatus, the
Iran newspaper wrote: The logic of the Islamic
Republic of Iran has neither failed in defending
against aggression nor neglected the negotiating
table and diplomacy during its nearly 5 decades
of existence. Now, after 40 days of defense by the
armed forces, which was accompanied by popular
support, itis Iran’s diplomats and negotiators who
are sitting at the negotiating table and negotiat-
ing to consolidate the achievements of the war.
Hassan Rasouli, a member of the board of direc-
tors of the Iranian Hope Foundation, believes that
the fact that the aggressors did not achieve their
predetermined goals is a significant achievement
for our country, which was achieved through the
resistance of the armed forces, the support of
the people, and the role of the government. Since
every war can ultimately be ended through di-
plomacy, we are forced to negotiate and use the
country’s diplomatic capacity. This field, as a com-
plement and continuation of the heroic defense
of the Iranian nation, must be considered without
any deficiency and as another field of this patri-
otic defense.

Iran urges release of commercial vessel from US

‘piracy’

From page 1 » According to Iravani, the
American action involved “acts of coercion,
intimidation, and the reckless endangerment
of the vessel’s crew and their families.” He ar-
gued that such conduct “bears the hallmarks
of piracy in nature” and constitutes a “grave
and manifest violation of the fundamental
principles of international law, including the
peremptory norm prohibiting aggression.”

The letter further asserts that the attack
represents a “clear and material breach of
the ceasefire of 8 April 2026” and qualifies
as an act of aggression under Article 3(c) of
UN General Assembly Resolution 3314 (1974).
Iran has called on the Security Council to take
an “immediate, firm, and principled position”
by unequivocally condemning the act, ensur-
ing full accountability for those responsible,
and demanding the “immediate and uncon-
ditional release of the vessel, its crew and
their families, and all those affected by this
incident.”

Also, speaking to reporters later on Tues-
day at UN headquarters, Ambassador Iravani
expanded on Tehran’s political conditions. He
explicitly labeled the US naval presence in the
region a “blockade,” stating that it violates
the existing ceasefire and must be lifted be-
fore any new round of negotiations can be-
gin. “The US naval blockade is a violation of
the ceasefire,” Iravani said. “The lifting of the
blockade is a condition for the resumption of
negotiations.”

He speculated that once Washington ends
the naval blockade, the next round of talks
could be held in Islamabad - a reference to
Pakistan’s role as the mediator that brokered
the April 8 truce. Iravani reiterated that the
United States initiated the war against Iran,

which began on February 28 when Washing-
ton and Israel launched a “war of aggression”
that included the assassination of Iran’s
Leader, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, and
several top military commanders. “If Wash-
ington seeks to return to the negotiating
table and find a political solution, we will be
ready,” the ambassador said. But he struck a
markedly different tone in the same breath:
“If they want to enter a war, then Iran is also
ready for that”

Asked about the prospects for renewed
dialogue, Iravani offered a cautiously hopeful
response. “An opportunity must be given,” he
said. “We are hopeful.” The April 8 ceasefire,
brokered by Pakistan after 40 days of open
warfare, was intended to be followed by ne-
gotiations to permanently end the conflict.
But the attack on the Toska and the ongoing
US naval blockade, in Iran’s view, have already
undermined that agreement.

Tehran denies sabotage allegations in
sraeli ‘false flag’ ops

oy
=9 ¥

Azerbaijan, warns

From page 1 » “The Israeli regime
is persistently attempting to escalate
the situation and extend the war into
surrounding regions,” the embassy
said. It added that Israel, which “has
been established through occupation
and has committed numerous atroc-
ities against innocent populations,”
seeks to instigate discord among its
neighbors to fulfill its own hostile
objectives.

The embassy pointed to a pattern
of Israeli behavior, including military
aggression against Iran in June 2025
and renewed assaults beginning
on February 28, 2026, as evidence
of a consistent strategy to broaden
regional conflict. It also cited sus-
pected drone attacks on Azerbaijan’s
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic,
assaults on Caspian Sea port and
shipping infrastructure, and efforts
to disrupt air and sea routes as part
of that agenda.

Despite such attempts at sabo-
tage, relations between Iran and the
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Republic of Azerbaijan remain no-
tably warm and cooperative, under-
pinned by deep cultural and religious
commonalities. Both nations are
predominantly Shia Muslim, a shared
faith that has long served as a foun-

people-to-people ties. Beyond re-
ligion, the two countries also share
centuries of intertwined history,
language, and traditions, particular-
ly among the Azerbaijani-speaking
population in northwestern Iran.

This cultural and religious kinship
has been reflected at the highest
levels of leadership. President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian of Iran and Presi-
dent Itham Aliyev of Azerbaijan have
cultivated a positive and pragmatic
working relationship, frequently en-
gaging in bilateral talks and regional
initiatives. Their mutual respect and
cooperation have helped transform
what could have been a rivalrous
border relationship into one of stra-
tegic partnership, focused on trade,
energy, and transport corridors.

Against this backdrop, the Irani-
an embassy in Baku reiterated the
importance of vigilance against “the
conspiratorial and destructive ac-
tions of the Israeli regime.” It called
on both Iran and Azerbaijan to safe-
guard their amicable and fraternal
relations from external interference,
urging that the two neighbors not al-
low themselves to be drawn into con-
flicts manufactured by third parties.

Iran: Hormuz action means war, Europe’s silence
unacceptable

From page 1 » In a post on X, Araghchi issued
one of his most direct warnings to date. “Block-
ading Iranian ports is an act of war and thus a
violation of the ceasefire,” he wrote. “Striking a
commercial vessel and taking its crew hostage
is an even greater violation.” He added that Iran
“knows how to neutralize restrictions, how to
defend its interests, and how to resist bullying.”

The post appeared to refer directly to the
April 19 attack on the Iranian commercial vessel
Toska in the Sea of Oman, which Tehran has la-
beled an act of “piracy” by US forces.

Earlier on Wednesday, Araghchi held a tele-
phone conversation with his Italian counterpart,
Antonio Tajani, during which he condemned Eu-
ropean countries for remaining silent over the
US and Israeli attacks on Iran. According to a
readout from the Iranian Foreign Ministry, Ara-
ghchi warned that such inaction “undermines
international law and the non-proliferation re-
gime” and blamed European “double standards”
for eroding global norms.

He described the current situation in the
Strait of Hormuz - a vital chokepoint for rough-
ly one-fifth of the world’s oil - as a “direct result
of unlawful and unilateral US military actions
against a sovereign UN member state” As a
coastal state, he argued, Iran has the right un-
der international law to take measures to safe-
guard its national security against threats and
aggression.

Araghchi also placed responsibility for any
global economic consequences of the standoff
squarely on the aggressors. “All countries bear

responsibility to condemn such clear violations
of the United Nations Charter and international
law,” he said.

For his part, Tajani emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining peace and stability in
the Persian Gulf region and expressed Rome’s
readiness to help strengthen stability across
the region. The two diplomats also discussed
developments in Lebanon and the need to re-
spect the ceasefire there.

In a separate telephone conversation on
Wednesday, Araghchi spoke with Amir Khan
Muttaqi, Taliban’s acting Foreign Minister.
According to Iranian readouts, Muttagi con-
demned the US-Israeli military aggression
against Iran. The Afghan official described the
act of aggression as a “clear violation of all prin-

ciples of international law.”

The call underscored Tehran'’s efforts to build
regional diplomatic support as the ceasefire
deadline approaches.

The ceasefire of April 8, brokered by Pakistan
after 40 days of war, was intended to be fol-
lowed by negotiations to end the conflict per-
manently. But recent incidents - including the
attack on the Toska and a US naval blockade -
have severely strained the truce.

By framing port blockades and strikes
against commercial vessels as acts of war,
Araghchi appeared to set clear red lines while
leaving room for diplomacy. His simultaneous
criticism of European silence suggested that
Tehran is seeking to isolate Washington and its
allies legally and politically.

US military actions: An unchecked exercise of power

By Mohammad Tolouei

TEHRAN — They say the future is
not singular, but plural. This is the
first lesson we were forced to learn
in the days of war: a future that is
the byproduct of the actors’ deeds;
an assemblage of probabilities re-
sulting from the superposition of
daily affairs; an accumulation that
only abstract thought, or perhaps
someone tethered to a metaphysical
reference, can perceive as a whole.

It is this very quality, its improba-
bility and its perceived disconnection
from the present, that has captivat-
ed humanity throughout history with
the lure of soothsayers.

Those who claimed knowledge of
the future, whether through truth or
deception, were always revered.

In these times, the greatest sooth-
sayer is Artificial Intelligence. | ask it:
“What is the future of this war?”

It tells me this conflict bears a
striking resemblance to the Yugo-
slav Wars, and its endgame is civil
war and disintegration.

| do not want to believe it. | want
to reject this probability; why must
| surrender to such a future? | ask:
“Tell me the other probabilities, the
other futures.”

Its propositions become nonsen-
sical, resembling a blurred compos-
ite of several overlapping photo-
graphs.

Perhaps the primary flaw is Trump
himself. Even Al fails to grasp his be-
havior. From day one, he adopted a
stance of “strategic ambiguity.”

Every option remains on the table,
and each one constructs a different

future: a ground invasion; the oc-
cupation of the Iranian islands; the
annihilation of Kharg, Iran’s primary
oil terminal; or special forces sent to
extract enriched uranium from be-
neath the rubble of an eight-month-
old bombardment. Each path carries
its own hypothetical destiny.

It is not only we who, amidst this
ambiguity and indeterminate future,
seek out palm readers and sorcer-
ers; the politicians are equally bewil-
dered.

Perhaps this is an issue the Eu-
ropean citizen feels distanced from.
Perhaps you believe this war has
nothing to do with you. You might be
right, for now.

But the collapse of a predictable
future concerns you deeply. How one
is permitted to think about the fu-
ture is one’s business as well.

Now that the war has claimed
more civilian lives than military ones,
now that they came in the name of
“saving the people” only to kill them,
it is time for you to consider this: af-
ter so much inversion of truth and
doublespeak, what will you do when
you can no longer predict the future

and everything foryou is decided ina
fog of uncertainty?

For nearly eighty years after World
War II, we lived within a predictable
world order, a system born from
humanity’s reflection on its own
behavior and the philosophy that
emerged after two great slaughters.

Since then, there have been wars:
Korea, Vietnam, Yugoslavia, the Per-
sian Gulf, Syria, and Libya. Each was
waged under the pretext of that very
order, ostensibly built upon the hu-
man rights of nations.

But this new war, launched by the
US and Israel against Iran without a
UN mandate, without a clear future,
and without the support of tradi-
tional allies, is designed to dismantle
that former order.

It seeks to render the future in-
determinate; to create chaos in the
hope that a new disorder will emerge
that favors American supremacy, as
the old order no longer guarantees
its hegemony.

Perhaps you are indifferent today.
Perhaps you believe the Iranian gov-
ernment is “evil” that it has “killed
its own people” and “deserves this
fate”

This pretext is no more convincing
than “weapons of mass destruction”
or “atomic bombs,” yet thus far, it has
faced little resistance. From here on,
however, the war has targeted our
very lives.

Recently, | stood at the site of
immense destruction in an eastern
neighborhood of Tehran. Buildings
that, contrary to the claims of mil-
itary spokespersons, were leveled
with imprecise bombs.

Hundreds of civilians were killed
or wounded; nearly half were women
and children. Cars were crumpled like
paper. Wardrobes were shattered,
their contents spilled into the dirt.
Children’s storybooks lay scattered,
page by page, across the street.

Restaurant delivery riders spoke
of bringing food to these homes only
recently. One mentioned that a resi-
dent was his friend’s wife; they had
been married for only a month.

I could not cry. My emotions had
been scorched dry. The scale of the
ruin, shattered windows blocks
away, collapsed walls, denied me the
luxury of feeling.

| heard those explosions every
day; | saw the pillars of smoke daily.
But until that moment, the war had
been an abstraction.

No “strategic ambiguity” justifies
those scenes. No politician has the
right, simply because they possess
the power to attack, to do so without
the consent of the United Nations
and the global community.

Trump feels no need for authori-
zation from anyone, not the US Con-
gress, and certainly not the advisory
opinions of think tanks. Whoever
holds the strongest lobby and can
guarantee the highest probability of
profit can wage war through him.

After Iran, the target is Cuba; then,
Greenland. As a European, you will
soon taste the flavor of “strategic
ambiguity” if you do not protest it
today.



US blockade dwarfed by Iranian naval power

The IRGC seized two vessels on Wednesday for ‘disrupting order and safety in the Strait of Hormuz

TEHRAN - President Donald
Trump’s unilateral extension of
the two-week ceasefire with Iran
highlights the country’s battle-
field strength and lays bare the
failure of US military strategy.

On Tuesday, Trump announced
the ceasefire extension on Truth
Social. The US president said he
made the decision at the request
of Pakistan, which has been me-
diating talks between Tehran and
Washington.

“We have been asked to hold our
Attack on the Country of Iran un-
til such time as their leaders and
representatives can come up with
a unified proposal,” he added.

Trump’s move came after Ira-
nian officials said they would not
engage in fresh talks with the US
under coercion and threats. The
truce had come into effect on April
8, following the joint US-Israeli
war on Iran that began on Febru-
ary 28.

US ‘excessive’ demands

Iran and the US held talks in Is-
lamabad on April 11 and 12 aimed
at ending the conflict. However,
the talks failed over what Iran
called Washington’s excessive de-
mands.

Pakistan intensified efforts to
hold a second round of negotia-
tions in Islamabad, but Iran re-
fused to attend, citing US viola-
tions of the two-week truce, which
includes a US naval blockade on
Iranian ports. The US imposed the
naval blockade after the failure of
the first round of talks in Islam-
abad.

US war aims

The late February war aimed to
destroy Iran’s military capabilities
and reshape its political leader-
ship in Washington’s favor. Despite
the assassination of Iran’s Leader,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
and senior military and political
figures, that goal remains elusive.

During 39 days of war, Iran re-
sponded to the joint campaign
by targeting Israel and US bases
in the Persian Gulf region, carry-
ing out 100 waves of missile and
drone strikes.

Trump’s overconfidence had
been shaped by the controversial
US operation in Venezuela, where
President Nicolas Maduro was
kidnapped in a dramatic show of
force. Emboldened by this, Trump
seemed to believe a similar “re-
gime decapitation” strategy could
work in Iran—despite the coun-
try's deeper political structure
and strong resistance to foreign
intervention.

Encouraged by allies such as Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu, this miscalculation fed
Washington’s aggressive posture
toward Tehran. However, as risks
and complexities became clearer,
Trump appears to be backing away
from the idea that removing Iran’s
leadership would trigger regime
collapse, instead searching for a
face-saving exit from an increas-
ingly difficult confrontation. The
US naval blockade is now seen as
a strategy to exert economic pres-
sure on Iran. However, full control
over the Strait of Hormuz has cre-
ated a challenge to Trump’s plan.

Iran has asserted control over
the Strait of Hormuz since the
outset of the war in late February.
It has banned vessels affiliated
with adversaries from passing
through it.

Iran had signaled that it would
allow commercial ships to transit
the strategic waterway through
coordination with Iranian armed
forces during the two-week
ceasefire. However, Iran closed
the strait over the weekend due to
the continued US naval blockade
of Iranian ports.

’

IRGC seizes ‘enemy’ ships

On Wednesday, the IRGC Navy
confirmed it intercepted and
transferred two ships linked to
“the enemies”” It said the vessels,
identified as the MSC Francesca
and Epaminondas, endangered
maritime safety by operating
without the necessary permits
and tampering with navigation
systems.

The seizures indicate that the
Strait of Hormuz remains under
Iran’s control and authority, de-
spite Trump’s claims that he has
destroyed Iran’s military capabili-
ties, including its naval forces.

"Finger on the trigger’

Amid Trump’s military threats
over Iran’s control of the strait, the
Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC) warned that any US or Is-
raeli act of aggression against
Iran would be met with “crushing
blows.”

In a statement on Wednesday,
the IRGC added that Iranian armed
forces are “ready for decisive, cer-
tain, and immediate confrontation
with any threat or repetition of
enemy aggression.”

The Khatam al-Anbiya Central
Headquarters, which coordinates
operations between Iran’s armed
forces, also warned that Iran’s
military has its “finger on the
trigger” in the face of possible ag-
gression.

The commander of the IRGC
Aerospace Force also warned Per-
sian Gulf states against assisting
potential American attacks.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran’s participation in Islamabad talks
contingent on securing national interests: Foreign Ministry

TEHRAN - Iran has yet to decide whether it
will attend a new round of peace talks with the
United States scheduled for later this week, a
senior Iranian official has confirmed, as a two-
week ceasefire brokered by Pakistan hangs by
athread.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmail
Bagaei, who was part of Iran’s delegation to
the first round of Islamabad talks, told the
BBC that Tehran entered the negotiations
with “good faith and a sense of serious-
ness.” However, he accused the American
side of displaying “lack of seriousness” and

H Mogherini: ‘Never threaten an Iranian’

Former EU foreign policy chief Federica
Mogherini has warned that pressure and
threats alone cannot yield results against
Iran, emphasizing that the Iranian negoti-
ating team holds a significant advantage
due to its technical expertise and historical
memory.

Ina CNN interview, Mogherini recalled that
during the 2015 JCPOA talks, Iran’s then-For-
eign Minister Javad Zarif shouted “Never
threaten an Iranian!” and walked out of a
meeting. She described the current conflict
as a “self-inflicted problem” by the United
States, adding that essential elements for
successful negotiations are missing.

Mogherini stressed that respect is funda-
mental in any negotiation with Iran, a nation
of 90 million people with deep culture and
national pride.

m Iran calls for ‘Inclusive’ global intellectu-
al property system

Iran has called for reforming the global
intellectual property framework to create an
inclusive, needs-based system that serves
all UN member states.

Addressing WIPQ’s assembly in Geneva,
Ambassador Ali Bahreini said the system
must support innovation and sustainable
development. He also condemned “unlawful
and deliberate” attacks on Iran’s scientific
infrastructure, including universities and
laboratories, urging WIPO to provide tech-
nical support to rebuild damaged capacities.

M Pezeshkian: IRGC foiled enemies’ plots
during US-Israeli war

President Masoud Pezeshkian has praised
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
for thwarting enemy conspiracies, partic-
ularly during the recent US and Israeli-im-
posed war on Iran.

In a message marking the IRGC's anni-

“lack of good faith,” adding that Washington
has been “changing its position frequently.”

Bagaei pointed to “flip flops” and “threats
of war crimes” by US President Donald Trump,
who has repeatedly threatened in recent days
to destroy Iranian infrastructure if Tehran does
not accept what he describes as a “very fairand
reasonable deal”

The spokesman also underscored that the
US naval blockade of Iranian ports in the Strait
of Hormuz remains in force. He noted that on
Sunday, US Navy forces fired on an Iranian ves-

LATES NEWS

versary, Pezeshkian called the force a “firm
shield” protecting the Revolution’s ideals
and territorial integrity. He said the IRGC
responded to hostile plots with “decisive,
intelligent, and triumphant” action, demon-
strating Iran’s defensive power and national
resolve.

m Iran slams EU ‘double standards’ over
Minab school attack

Iran’s embassy in London has accused the
EU of “double standards” and “selling its in-
tegrity” through silence over a US attack on
a school in Minab, Iran, which killed 168 chil-
dren.

In a statement, the embassy rejected re-
marks by EU foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas,
saying: “Europe has sold its honor, and the
receipt is written in the blood of the Minab
children.”

H Iran hangs Mossad agent

A Mossad spy who gathered Iran’s sen-
sitive information and sent it to the Israeli
intelligence agency has been executed, Iran’s
Supreme Court announced.

Mehdi Farid, a former official at a vital or-
ganization, was hanged on Wednesday af-
ter his final verdict was approved. Farid had
pleaded guilty to corrupting networks with
spyware and receiving monthly payments in
euros from Mossad.

m Iranian ambassador meets Pakistani PM
over regional crisis

Iranian Ambassador Reza Amiri-Mogh-
addam met with Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday to discuss
the regional situation and efforts to restore
peace, following a US-Israeli war on Iran.

The meeting came after President Trump
extended a ceasefire while maintaining
a naval blockade. Pakistan reaffirmed its
commitment to mediating a comprehensive
peace agreement.

sel, boarded it, and took the crew into custody
- an act Iran has condemned as “piracy” and a
flagrant violation of the April 8 ceasefire.

“This is not the behavior of a country that
is really serious about a diplomatic process,’
Bagaei said.

When asked what conditions Iran requires to
return to Islamabad, the spokesman said: “If
we conclude that going to Islamabad is in our
national interest, we would go there. But for
the time being, the decision has not yet been
made.”

M Turkish, Pakistani FMs discuss Iran-US
talks

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan and
his Pakistani counterpart, Mohammad Ishaq
Dar, have discussed the latest developments
in negotiations between Tehran and Wash-
ington, a Turkish source said.

The talks come after Iran declined to at-
tend a second round in Islamabad, citing US
ceasefire violations and excessive demands.

B CNN: Trump to give Iran a limited dead-
line for unified proposal, sources claim

CNN has quoted sources as claiming that
US President Donald Trump intends to give
Iran a limited deadline to reach what he
described as ‘a unified proposal’ aimed at
bringing diplomacy back on track.

H Second round of Iran-US talks possible
by Friday, Pakistani sources say

The New York Post has cited Pakistani
sources as stating that a second round of
negotiations between Iran and the United
States could take place as early as Friday.

M US treasury secretary: Extension of Iran,
Russia oil waivers came after requests
from vulnerable nations

The US treasury secretary has announced
that the extension of sanctions waivers re-
lated to Iranian and Russian oil came fol-
lowing requests from countries exposed to
energy market risks. Iran has condemned US
sanctions as illegal and a form of economic
terrorism.

m South Korean envoy meets Iran’s Aragh-
chi

Chang Byung-ha, the special envoy of
South Korea’s foreign minister, met with
Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi in
Tehran.

The two sides discussed bilateral relations
and regional developments during the meet-
ing. No further details have been released.
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Iran prepare for
World Cup 2026
amid challenges
and uncertainty

TEHRAN - Iran’s national football team have
entered a decisive phase of preparation for the
2026 FIFA World Cup, launching an intensive
training program shaped by both sporting am-
bitions and extraordinary circumstances.

The latest training camp began on April 20,
2026, in Tehran, bringing together 30 play-
ers from the domestic league. This mini-camp
represents a key opportunity for the coaching
staff, not only to evaluate emerging talents but
also to assess the implementation of promised
tactical adjustments. The camp will run for ap-
proximately two weeks, with players returning
home after daily sessions to maintain optimal
physical balance.

However, Iran’s preparations have not un-
folded under normal conditions. Due to the
imposed war by the U.S. and Israel against Iran,
the conditions of the Iranian national football
team have been affected. The domestic league
was forced into an early suspension, disrupting
the normal rhythm of competition and raising
concerns over the fitness of the players. As a
result, these camps have become more import-
ant for helping the team regain sharpness and
teamwork.

Following the Tehran phase, Team Melli are
scheduled to travel to Turkey on May 12, 2026,
where foreign-based players will join the group.
The Turkey camp will serve as the main prepa-
ration hub, with plans for five friendly matches,
three during the camp and two during official
FIFA windows. Negotiations are ongoing to
finalize opponents, with a potential friendly
against Panama in the United States expected
to be the final warm-up before the tournament.

Off the pitch, uncertainty has also surround-
ed Iran’s participation. A spokesperson for the
Iranian Parliament recently noted that a final
decision regarding the team’s presence in the
World Cup will be made after reviewing all cir-
cumstances, highlighting the broader political
and logistical complexities tied to the tourna-
ment.

The 2026 FIFA World Cup will run from June
11 to July 19, 2026, with Iran drawn into Group
G alongside Belgium, Egypt, and New Zealand.
Iran are set to begin their campaign on June 15,
2026, facing New Zealand at SoFi Stadium in
Inglewood, a crucial opening fixture that could
play a defining role in shaping the group’s early
standings in what promises to be a highly com-
petitive pool.

Amid disruption and uncertainty, Iran’s
preparation plan reflects resilience and deter-
mination. The team are aiming not only to over-
come external challenges but also to arrive on
the global stage fully prepared to compete at
the highest level.

Minister: Iran’s
World Cup presence
not guaranteed

TEHRAN - In a development that could sig-
nificantly alter Iran’s football landscape, Sports
Minister Ahmad Donyamali announced that the
national football team’s participation in the up-
coming World Cup may not be a certainty.

Donyamali, addressing the press, stated
that discussions and the formation of a special
committee have been underway regarding the
team’s situation. “We are pursuing our legal ob-
ligations. We must be prepared, but it’s possible
the decision will be not to participate. If we are
to go, we must be fully prepared for a strong
showing,” he remarked. He emphasized that the
ultimate decision lies with the government and
potentially the National Security Council.

When asked about the advisability of Iran
competing in the World Cup, the minister ex-
plained: “Our professional duty is to carry out
the necessary preparations and training camps.
However, the final decision rests with the es-
teemed government, given the circumstanc-
es. Plans are in place for the team to head to
a training camp near the country on May 10th,
staying for about seven to eight days. A deci-
sion will be made provided the players’ security
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is assured and the host nation ceases its ‘prov-

i

ocations’

Sanya 2026: Iran
beach handball

start on high

TEHRAN - Iran’s national beach handball
team launched their campaign at the 6th Asian
Beach Games with a commanding performance,
defeating the Philippines 2-0 on Tuesday.

The Iranian squad secured the win with set
scores of 14-10 and 21-20, showcasing early
dominance in the sand.

The team, competing under the banner “Mar-
tyrs of Dena,” is set for further action in Group
A.

Their next challenge will be against Sri Lanka
on Friday, followed by matches against Hong
Kong and Bahrain on Sunday, and concluding
their group stage play against hosts China on
Monday.

The sixth edition of the Asian Beach Games,
a prestigious event historically held biennially
from 2008 to 2016, has returned and is now
hosted by the vibrant city of Sanya.

The Games officially commenced on Tuesday,
bringing together athletes across 14 sports, 15
disciplines, and a total of 61 events, running
from April 22nd to April 30th.

Ghalenoei appoints
temporary
goalkeeping
coaches

TEHRAN - The training sessions for Iran’s na-
tional football team began on Monday. However,
Alin Dinca, the Romanian goalkeeping coach for
the team, was unable to join the camp in Tehran
from the start due to the current conditions in
the country.

Therefore, by the decision of Amir Ghalenoei,
the national team’s head coach, Hamed Paksima
(former goalkeeping coach for the U-17 nation-
al team and Esteghlal) and Masoud Moradkhani
(former goalkeeping coach for Gol Gohar) have
been temporarily added to the technical staff.

These two coaches will conduct the training
sessions for the four goalkeepers present at
the camp in coordination with Alin online and
based on his daily program.

Iran stripped
of right to host
Asian Squash
Championships

TEHRAN - Hosting duties for the Asian Junior
Squash Championships, originally slated for
May in Iran, have been reassigned to China by
the Asian Squash Confederation due to ongoing
wartime conditions.

This marks a significant blow for Iran, which
had secured the prestigious hosting rights af-
ter an eight-year hiatus.

Squash coach Mohsen Gholamnejad con-
firmed the shift, stating, “The Asian Junior
Squash Championships were scheduled to be
held in Iran in May, but due to the wartime situ-
ation, the Confederation of Asia has transferred
the hosting to China. We had finally been grant-
ed this hosting opportunity after eight years,
but unfortunately, the conditions are not con-
ducive for the competition.”

The senior Asian Squash Championships, ini-
tially planned for May in Islamabad, Pakistan,
have been postponed indefinitely, with no new
date yet announced.

Gholamnejad also addressed the national
team’s training camp status. “National team
training camps were suspended in March with
the outbreak of the war,” he explained. “Cur-
rently, practices are also on hold due to damage
to a portion of the squash hall at the Enghelab
Sports Complex. We are monitoring the situ-
ation and hope to resume training in a secure
province if conditions permit.”
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Iran, Turkmenistan forge closer ties
amid regional turbulence

By Mahnaz Abdi

TEHRAN- In a telephone conversation be-
tween Iran’s Minister of Transport and Urban
Development and Turkmenistan’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, both sides stressed the
strengthening of economic and transit coop-
eration, while Ashgabat announced the con-
tinued openness of borders and the develop-
ment of joint projects.

The high-level dialogue reflects a shared
determination to keep trade routes active de-
spite recent regional challenges.

Farzaneh Sadegh, Iran’s Minister of Trans-
port and Urban Development and Iranian
head of the Iran-Turkmenistan Joint Econom-
ic Committee, spoke by phone with Rashid
Meredov, Turkmenistan’s Foreign Minister.
Expressing gratitude for Turkmenistan’s sup-
port, she called for expanded economic coop-
eration, particularly in transport. Referring to
recent circumstances and the importance of
stabilizing transit routes, Sadegh noted that
Turkmenistan’s decision to increase working
hours at land borders to 13 hours is an effec-
tive measure in facilitating the movement of
road fleets. She said this decision has played a
significant role in reducing border congestion
and accelerating goods movement, serving
the mutual interests of both countries and
the Central Asian region. She also emphasized
the need to address problems faced by Irani-
an transport fleets on Turkmenistan’s soil.

Meredov announced his country’s read-
iness to hold a Joint Economic Commit-
tee meeting at the earliest opportunity. He
stressed the continued openness of borders
for movement and cooperation, stating that
Turkmenistan has strived since the begin-
ning of recent developments to ensure un-
interrupted exchanges with Iran. He also an-
nounced Turkmenistan’s readiness to develop
joint economic and transit projects.

Energy and trade roadmaps point to stra-
tegic partnership

In last May, Iran and Turkmenistan signed
a commercial roadmap aimed at boosting
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bilateral trade to $3.0 billion. The agreement
was signed in Tehran by Sadegh and Mere-
dov following the 18th session of the Joint
Economic Committee. Sadegh said the meet-
ing marked a new chapter in bilateral coop-
eration, stressing that intensive talks had
yielded fresh approaches to expand trade.
She noted that both countries agreed to aim
for 20 million tons in transit volumes, with
a 16-million-ton target set for 2028. Key
understandings included plans to establish
joint free trade zones in Sarakhs and Lot-
fabad-Artiq, strengthen border markets, and
prepare a bilateral gas contract.

Meanwhile, Iranian Oil Minister Mohsen Pa-
knejad emphasized deepening cooperation in
the oil and gas sector, stating that construc-
tive engagement with Turkmenistan has al-
ways been a priority in Iran’s foreign policy.
Meredov identified three key areas of cooper-
ation: gas exports to Iran, joint development
of compressor stations and pipelines, and gas
swaps to third countries via Iranian territory.

In the same month, the deputy head of
Iran’s Chamber of Commerce called for the
removal of structural barriers in banking,
transport, logistics, and visa issuance to un-
lock trade potential. Ramezan Bahrami, head
of the Iran-Turkmenistan Joint Chamber of
Commerce, said 2024 had been a successful
year for bilateral trade and announced the
launch of a “Turkmen Trade Center” in Iran.
These coordinated efforts signal that Tehran
and Ashgabat are building a resilient eco-
nomic partnership capable of withstanding
regional pressures.

Despite naval blockade, no problem in
supplying essential goods, food

TEHRAN- The Minister of Agriculture stat-
ed that despite the naval blockade imposed
by the United States, there is no problem in
supplying essential goods and food because,
due to the country’s vast size, imports can be
carried out through various borders.

Gholamreza Nouri Ghezeljeh, speaking on
a television program Tuesday evening about
the status of essential goods and food during
the naval blockade in the third imposed war,
said: “Our country is vast, with numerous
neighbors and diverse entry points. These
matters have been foreseen, and efforts
have been made to ensure no negative im-
pact on the country’s food security. Never-
theless, the enemies act without regard for
principles, so we are prepared for the worst
possible scenario.”

He stated that according to the Vienna
Convention, Articles 54 and 55 of the Addi-
tional Protocol, causing famine or preventing
the arrival and movement of food and aid for
food and medicine supply is certainly a war
crime. Numerous UN resolutions also do not
consider food and medicine as subjects of
wartime sanctions, and they should not be
affected.

He added: “Nevertheless, pessimistic sce-
narios have been considered and measures
have been taken. The main effect may in-
crease costs and prices, but the core of food
security and access to food is not largely
threatened, and the country’s resilience in
the agricultural sector is high”

Regarding the country’s economic resil-
ience, especially in agriculture, Nouri Ghezel-
jeh said: “Currently, about 85 percent of ag-
ricultural products and essential goods are
produced domestically, so the country’s food
security is ensured, which is the result of the
work of farmers and domestic producers.”

He added: “Various agricultural sectors are
resistant to threats. The remaining 15 per-
cent requires imports, and this part depends
on international exchanges. Despite global
conditions, the country’s economy and food

security are not significantly dependent on
imports, and a major part of food security is
domestic”

Regarding wartime conditions and ex-
port restrictions, the Minister of Agriculture
stated: “Despite wartime conditions, export
restrictions have not largely affected our
operations. Some products were subject to
general decisions on bans, but exceptions
were stated and immediately lifted. The ex-
port process gradually continued and was
freed up in some cases”

He said: “Exports in the agricultural sector
were under pressure before the war but are
still manageable. Despite slight declines in
some items, efforts are being made to com-
pensate from other countries”

He stated: “In agricultural diplomacy, em-
phasis has also been placed on purchasing
surplus products from farmers beyond do-
mestic needs, and so far about 120,000 tons
of these products have been purchased.”

Regarding agricultural diplomacy and his
recent trips to neighboring countries, the
Minister of Agriculture said: “Recently, we
have been in contact with Turkey and Kyrgyz-
stan. Correspondence with the FAO regarding
food security has been conducted, and a we-
binar meeting on damages and dimensions
of food security was held”

He added: “We also participated in the
Shanghai Agricultural Ministers’ Summit,
and in the final statement, the condemnation
of aggression and the need for a sustainable
end to these conditions were emphasized.”

Hidden casualty of U.S.-Israeli war
on Iran: Global logistics

TEHRAN- What began as tar-
geted military strikes has rapidly
escalated into a full-blown geo-
political earthquake. The U.S.-Is-
raeli war against Iran, initially
framed as a strategic counter-
measure, is now revealing itself
as one of the most destructive
events for global logistics in
modern history.

Within days, the ripple effects
have transcended battlefields.
The Strait of Hormuz, a choke-
point for nearly 20 percent of the
world’s oil, has become a high-
risk zone, forcing tankers to re-
route or halt.

Oil prices have surged, but the
damage goes far beyond energy.
Container shipping through the
Red Sea and the Persian Gulf has
been severely disrupted, with
major carriers suspending ser-
vices due to threats of drone and
missile attacks. Ports from Dubai
to Mumbai are experiencing
cascading delays, and airfreight
capacity, already strained, is be-
ing diverted away from regional
hubs.

What makes this crisis unique
is its speed and interconnected-
ness. Unlike natural disasters or

localized conflicts, the war has
simultaneously hit maritime,
land, and air corridors.

Overland routes through Iraq
and Turkey are choked by in-
surance nightmares and border
closures. Even digital logistics
platforms report rerouting al-
gorithms failing to cope with the
sudden closure of key airspaces.

Thisisno longeraregional con-
flict. It is a supply chain shock-
wave. Factories in Southeast Asia
awaiting Iranian petrochemicals,
European retailers depending on
just-in-time deliveries from the
Persian Gulf, and African nations
reliant on transshipped grain are
all feeling the pain.

The lesson is stark: in a hy-

per-globalized world, a local war
can become a global logistical
collapse overnight.

Policymakers must recognize
that military strategy today can-
not ignore the arteries of global
trade, because attacking Iran
means attacking the world’s
supply chain.

Economic policy in wartime: Assessing
state of mother industries & energy

TEHRAN - An economic expert has out-
lined the consequences of a 40-day war on
Iran’s mother industries and energy infra-
structure, while explaining the requirements
of economic policy in the current era, IRNA
reported.

As Iran enters a two-week ceasefire, the
country’s economy faces challenges after
enduring a 40-day imposed war (following
an initial 12-day battle).

During this conflict, vital infrastructure,
energy arteries, and industrial hubs were di-
rectly targeted by destructive attacks from
the United States and the Zionist regime.

In response, a series of specialized ses-
sions titled “Economic Policy in Wartime” is
being organized by the Money and Currency
Think Tank.

Hossein Doroudian, an economist and
faculty member of the Economic Affairs Re-
search Institute at the Ministry of Economy,
delivered a detailed assessment of the dam-
age inflicted on production, industry, hous-
ing, and employment.

Production: Beating heart of economy in
war and peace

In macroeconomic literature, Gross Do-
mestic Product and the maintenance of its
continuous flow are the primary indicators
of a country’s resilience against external
shocks.

In wartime conditions, preserving this flow
transforms from an economic agenda into a
security and survival necessity.

Hossein Doroudian emphasized this fun-
damental principle, stating: Supporting busi-
nesses is a permanent agenda for the eco-
nomic policymaking system and is not limited
to wartime, because even in peacetime, pro-
duction remains our main issue.

Fundamentally, the most important vari-
able and topic for the economy is production.
When discussing production in wartime, we
must first understand precisely the condition
of our production in order to plan for its sup-
port.

Targeted attacks on energy arteries and
steel giants

One well-known strategy in modern war-
fare is the destruction of utility infrastruc-
ture (energy supply) and mother industries,
thereby causing a cascading paralysis across
all downstream industries.

Utilities include providers of electricity,
steam, industrial water, and oxygen, without
which industrial machinery cannot operate.

Referring to direct physical damage to the
country’s industries, Doroudian added: As-
suming this trend does not continue, we must
examine the consequences of the war on our
businesses. The most significant physical
damage was the strike on gas production in-
frastructure in South Pars, which has caused
a considerable reduction in gas output.

Another major physical blow was the
bombing of two important steel companies,
Mobarakeh Steel and Khuzestan Steel. Mo-
barakeh Steel alone had annual sales of $7
billion. These companies produced slab and
sheet and held strategic importance in the
country’s production chain.

Explaining the concentrated targeting of
utility providers in petrochemical hubs, he
said: Over 80 percent of our petrochemical in-
dustries are located in two regions: Asaluyeh
and Mahshahr. Utility supply in these areas
is centralized through companies such as
Fajr in Mahshahr, and Mobin and Damavand
in Asaluyeh (affiliated with the Persian Gulf
Holding).

Unlike other petrochemical plants in the
country that produce their own electricity
and utilities, this centralization meant that
enemy attacks on these three main compa-
nies inflicted massive economic damage, tak-
ing a significant number of industries offline.
Additionally, major petrochemical companies
such as Jam, Shiraz, Tabriz, Bu Ali, Lavan Re-
finery, and Tehran Oil Refinery storage facili-
ties were directly targeted.

Domino effect: Production halt in down-
stream industries

In industrial economics, disruption in up-
stream industries (such as petrochemicals
and steel) immediately leads to a crisis in the
supply of raw materials for downstream in-
dustries due to forward linkages.

This phenomenon is known as a negative
spillover effect or supply chain disruption.

The faculty member explained: Another as-
pect is indirect damage. Petrochemical com-
panies in Mahshahr and Asaluyeh, although
physically intact, cannot produce due to lack
of utility supply (gas, electricity, steam, or ox-
ygen).

Consequently, the vast industries with-

in the petrochemical chain that consume
plastics and adhesives are entirely affected,
including automotive, home appliances, con-
struction, furniture, footwear, bags, and even
the food industry (due to severe damage to
packaging bottle production).”

Regarding the steel chain crisis, he added:
Industries that require steel sheet, such as
automotive and home appliances, face se-
vere problems. We have excess capacity in
rebar and I-beams, so there is no particular
issue there. However, for sheet—a sensitive
product—we will need to import (likely from
China or Russia).

That said, the Gol Gohar iron and steel de-
velopment project, as a priority for support,
is on the agenda and could bring about 3 mil-
lion tons of sheet into operation. Although
this figure is lower than Mobarakeh Steel’s 7
million tons of production, it could be some-
what helpful.

Widespread destruction of residential,
aviation and military infrastructure

Beyond the industrial sector, statistics in-
dicate heavy damage to public property, de-
fense infrastructure, and the country’s avia-
tion fleet during the 40-day battle.

Doroudian detailed the damage in these
sectors: In the residential buildings sector,
according to official announcements, 45,000
units have been damaged. Of these, damage
to 37,500 units is minor (such as doors, win-
dows, and glass being blown out). 4,700 units
have intact skeletons but destroyed walls,
and more than 2,500 units require complete
structural reconstruction or demolition and
rebuilding.

In the aviation sector, apparently 60 of our
aircraft have been damaged, though the ex-
tent of damage has not yet been reported.

On the military level, since the enemy’s pri-
mary targets were our defense systems, ra-
dars, and military production chain, we have
suffered significant and direct damage.

Employment crisis: Warning of doubling
jobless production Jobless

The destruction of physical infrastructure
and the halt of supply chains ultimately man-
ifest in the most important socio-economic
macro indicator: the unemployment rate. Job
loss, in addition to reducing effective demand
in the economy, brings irreversible livelihood
consequences.

The economic expert concluded with a se-
rious warning about the labor market: “Ac-
cording to announcements from the Ministry
of Labor, as a result of this war we will lose
one million jobs directly and two million jobs
indirectly. If we consider last autumn’s report,
which put the country’s unemployed popula-
tion at 2 million, should these estimates be
accurate, our unemployed population will
double, and the unemployment rate in the
country will effectively increase twofold.
These are aspects of damage to the physical
and productive process, but their macroeco-
nomic effects must be examined in detail in
their proper place.”



The Lidless Eye of Sauron
watches us all. Are we helpless?

-~

By Garsha Vazirian

TEHRAN — The name “Palan-
tir" confesses its intent so
plainly that it reads less like
branding and more like a man-
ual: a candid revelation of the
method by which a world is
watched.

Taken from the legendarium
of Tolkien, the Palantiri were
seeing stones that allowed
powerful beings to observe
across vast distances.

In the lore, these stones were
ultimately corrupted by a dark
lord to deceive the user and
consolidate total vision. This
metaphor is the beating heart
of a company that has moved
beyond mere software to be-
come the Lidless Eye of a global
surveillance panopticon.

Palantir is not a traditional
Silicon Valley firm but rather a
digital front for the American
and Israeli military-intelligence
establishments, functioning as
connective tissue between Sil-
icon Valley, the CIA, NSA, Mos-
sad, and the Israeli military.

The Thielverse

The company is directed by a
triumvirate of ideological forc-
es that merge venture capital
with state secrecy.

Peter Thiel, the founding
chairman and ideological archi-
tect, is a libertarian-authori-
tarian deep state actor who has
famously argued that freedom
and democracy are no longer
compatible.

Thiel's influence extends
through the PayPal Mafia into
the highest reaches of the
American government, includ-
ing figures such as J.D. Vance,
whose political ascent is teth-
ered to a network of new right
politicians supported by Thiel.

The ultra-Zionist CEO Alex
Karp, the so-called philoso-
pher-king, provides an intel-
lectual veneer of social theory
to justify hard power while Joe
Lonsdale, the operations fixer,
ensures the company remains
too big to fail within the state
apparatus.

Funded initially by In-Q-Tel,
the venture capital arm of the
CIA, Palantir has always func-
tioned as a cutout designed to
bypass transparency and due
process.

A significant portion of its
engineering team consists of
veterans from Israel's Unit
8200, creating a seamless re-
volving door where the same

Hezbollah responds to the Zionist military amid fragile truce

P A Nl

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - Amid ongoing Israe-
li violations of the ceasefire with
Lebanon, Hezbollah has once again
responded by attacking the occu-
pying regime’s military.

In a statement, the Lebanese
resistance movement announced
that it had targeted a military ar-
tillery position belonging to the Is-
raeli Occupation Forces (I0F) in the
settlement of Kfar Giladi.

The resistance movement stat-
ed that the artillery position was
the source of recent IOF shelling
directed toward the town of Yah-
mar al-Shagif.

According to the statement,
resistance fighters launched a
barrage of rockets along with a
swarm of attack drones at the IOF
site, identifying it as the source of
the latest artillery attacks on the
town.

Hezbollah emphasized that the
strike was carried out in response
to “blatant and documented viola-
tions” by the Zionist regime, noting
that more than 200 violations have
occurred since the ceasefire came
into effect.

These violations, according to
the statement, included attacks
on civilians and the destruction
of homes and villages in southern

personnel and operational doc-
trines move between Israel and
the American tech giant.

This partnership has trans-
formed the company into a de
facto public-private extension
of the wmultinational securi-
ty state, profiting from chaos
and the death of innocent hu-
man beings reduced to data
points while making aggression
cheaper and more opaque.

The kill chain

Palantir’s arsenal is built to
compress the kill chain, the
time it takes from identifying a
target to executing a strike.

Its Gotham platform aggre-
gates hundreds of millions of
data points, from biometrics to
satellite imagery, to build a rich
picture where even innocuous
behaviors identify targets for
neutralization.

The Maven Smart System
(MSS), elevated to a Pentagon
program of record in March,
represents the backbone of the
current war machine.

While the 2003 Iraq invasion
required 2,000 personnel for
specific targeting workloads,
today 20 soldiers using MSS
can achieve the same results.

The human cost of this so-
called efficiency falls squarely
on the shoulders of those who
built and deployed it.

The Minab school massa-
cre on February 28, where 168
Iranian students and teachers
were killed with multiple Amer-
ican missiles, reportedly after
the Maven system misiden-
tified the school as a military
site, stands as a devastating
reminder of what these errors
truly mean for real people.

The assassination of Iranian
leaders and scientists also in-
volved a multi-system Al-as-

Lebanon. Hezbollah added that its
retaliatory operations were based
on its right to resist occupation
and push it back.

An |OF airstrike in southern Leb-
anon Kkilled at least one civilian
on Wednesday, according to Leb-
anon’s state-run National News
Agency (NNA).

Earlier, Hebrew media outlets
reported that two incidents had
occurred in the north: rockets
were fired toward I0F positions in
southern Lebanon, while drones
were launched toward a northern
Israeli settlement.

A few days earlier, resistance
fighters carried out an ambush
targeting a convoy of eight IOF
armored vehicles. An explosive de-
vice, planted in advance, detonat-
ed as the convoy moved from the
town of Taybeh toward Deir Seryan.

This comes amid continued IOF
violations and repeated warnings
from the resistance movement,
whose Secretary-General Sheikh
Naim Qassem has vowed to re-
spond to any breach of the cease-
fire.

The ceasefire between Leba-
non and the Zionist regime went
into effect at midnight between
Thursday and Friday. It is expected
to last 10 days. However, the re-

sisted kill chain where Palantir
served as the strategic brain,
isolating digital signatures of
individuals in residential neigh-
borhoods.

In Gaza, the integration of
Palantir data with Israeli soft-
wares such as “Where’s Dad-
dy?” has allowed the tracking
of targets until they return to
densely populated civilian ar-
eas or medical facilities before
striking.

This creates frictionless vio-
lence, where a human operator
merely clicks “Confirm” on a
pre-selected target list, strip-
ping away the psychological
burden of lethal action.

The techno-fascist creed

In April, the company issued
a 22-point manifesto that re-
moved much of the pretense,
offering a programmatic guide
for elites that recasts war as a
data problem and transforms
targeting into something that
feels like simple analytics.

The document claims Silicon
Valley owes a moral debt to the
military, reframing tech profit
as a mandatory imperial ser-
vice.

It explicitly rejects diplomacy
in favor of hard power built on
software and suggests that the
post-WWII neutering of Germa-
ny and Japan was an overcor-
rection.

Most disturbingly, it estab-
lishes a cultural hierarchy,
distinguishing between vital
cultures and dysfunctional or
regressive ones, providing an
ideological justification for
the targeting of non-Western
states as inherently inferior.

This worldview treats civili-
zational competition as a natu-
ral fact to be optimized. By ar-
guing that the future of survival
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gime has continued to violate the
agreement through explosions in
several towns, including Khiam,
Bint Jbeil, Aitaroun, Rashaf, and
Shamaa, along with artillery shell-
ing of other areas.

Hezbollah's military media arm
has released a video titled “The
Nightmare Returns... It Has Indeed
Returned,” highlighting what an Is-
raeli newspaper described as the re-
turn of one of the resistance move-
ment’s most effective weapons.

The video shows how explosive
devices once posed a constant
threat to IOF units operating in
southern Lebanon, at a time when
the IOF forces were deeply en-
trenched in what was known as the
“security zone.”

The footage captures IOF sol-

depends on software-enabled
hard power, Palantir advocates
for the normalization of perma-
nent security mobilization.

Resist the Lidless Eye

To counter a seeing stone,
we may have to become invis-
ible or deceptive. But first, we
must recognize the nature of
the trap.

Akin to Sauron’s Lidless Eye
and the all-seeing Eye of Provi-
dence, the Palantir feeds on at-
tention. It feeds on our fixation,
turning our horrified gaze into
fuel for the very machinery that
produces genocide.

It wants us frozen,
doom-scrolling through atroc-
ity, convinced that resistance
is futile. The panopticon is de-
signed to produce learned help-
lessness. Refusing it is the first
step; concrete defenses follow
from there.

For targeted states such as
Iran, the strategy is data sov-
ereignty: strict localization that
keeps all metadata on domes-
tic servers, beyond the reach of
Western extraction.

Digital chokepoints that
strip identifiers from outgoing
traffic blind the mosaic effect.
Dataset poisoning, injecting
deliberate noise into public
information streams, can col-
lapse the predictive accuracy
of targeting algorithms from
credible to chaotic.

For individuals, the guerrilla
defense involves opting out of
the machine-readable profile.

Surveillance systems feed
on the predictability of digital
footprints. Using end-to-end
encryption is a baseline, but
protecting metadata is more
critical.

Anti-pattern behavior, such
as rotating devices, irregular
movement, and multiple iden-
tities, makes pattern-matching
prohibitively expensive.

Physical obfuscation with
IR-emitting materials confuses
the computer vision guiding the
drone. But none of this avails
if we have already surrendered
our minds to the fiction of the
all-seeing eye.

Palantir is the Steward of
Gondor who stared too long
into the stone and became a
servant of the shadow. To resist
this techno-fascist panopticon,
we must reclaim the courage
to believe that the stone can be
shattered.
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diers being targeted in ambushes
involving explosive devices similar
to those used by resistance fight-
ers in 1982, 1996, and 1997—most
notably during the well-known
‘Ansariya’ ambush.

The video notes that such op-
erations contributed to wearing
down the IOF and its allies, paving
the way, alongside direct assaults
on military positions and martyr-
dom operations, for the liberation
of southern Lebanon in May 2000.

Meanwhile, Sayyed Abdul-Ma-
lik al-Houthi, leader of Yemen’s
Ansarallah movement, said that
the Islamic world must confront
its real enemies, especially the Zi-
onists, on both a natural and logi-
cal level.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Beyond brinksmanship: The Orientalism in

Trump’s lran war cry

By Dr. Yasir Ali Mirza

NEW DELHI - Ina striking display of aggressive
posturing amid the war on Iran, United States
President Donald Trump’s apocalyptic warning
of total annihilation in a prime-time television
address from the White House has since been
reverberating around the world. Demonstrating
how his “madman attitude” has made the world
more uncertain, he declared that the U.S. army
would be hitting Iran “extremely hard,” if his de-
mand of lifting the siege on the Strait of Hormuz
would not be heeded by the Islamic Republic
Guards Corps (IRGC).

Invoking archaic phraseology, he prepared to
bomb Iran and “bring it back to the Stone Ages,
where they belong,” while delivering a self-con-
gratulatory address over a supposed “victory”
against Iran. This salvo was followed by his
hawkish secretary of war, Pete Hegseth, repeat-
ing the words on his X social media handle.

In quick succession, Trump threatened that
Iran’s “whole civilization will die tonight.” These
remarks, delivered as part of a broader justifica-
tion for ongoing U.S.-Israeli aggression against
Iran, have been widely interpreted not merely as
a threat of military escalation but as a reveal-
ing moment in the cultural logic underpinning
American coercive foreign policy discourse.

The jarring statements come from the lead-
er of a “free” and “liberal democratic” country,
threatening to erase a people whose intellec-
tual and cultural legacy has enriched humanity
for millennia. A nation that came into being a
mere 250 years ago and has acted as a global
policeman since the beginning of the Cold War is
now threatening a country that possesses a so-
phisticated and glorious 6,000-year-old civili-
zational history, with widespread casualties and
the destruction of civilian infrastructure. The
targeting of civilian lives and infrastructure is
not only a brazen violation of international law,
but also a brutal affront to the human sensibili-
ties of a civilized society. This also raises deeply
unsettling questions about the international
order triggered by such audacious genocidal
threats.

Nonetheless, the Iranian people’s resilience

and defiance in the face of aggression reveal
something profound. They are not simply cit-
izens of a modern nation-state, but heirs to
an ancient Persian civilization later shaped by
Islamic values. Iran, historically rooted in Per-
sian civilization and shaped by modern Islamic
ideals and Shia revolutionary fervor, reflects a
continuity that transcends the present conflict.
From the very beginning of the war, Iranians
have crafted a powerful counter-narrative and
wielded potent symbolism. This is truly remark-
able and deserves recognition. The country has
long been associated with a rich intellectual and
cultural legacy, marked by significant contribu-
tions to science, mathematics, medicine, archi-
tecture, literature and poetry, and philosophy
that continue to influence the world even today.

Trump’s “Stone Age” brinkmanship is not
merely a hyperbolic expression, and it can-
not be ignored. The imagery he employs is not
only profoundly dehumanizing and laden with
profanity, but also reflects a colonial mindset
rooted in Western arrogance toward countries
of the Global South. Departing from the relative
restraint of his predecessors, Trump goes even
further by hurling expletives at Iranians. How-
ever, in tone, structure, and underlying intent,
his statement is not new; rather, it is the latest
manifestation of what the late literary theorist
Edward Said identified as “Orientalism.” He ex-
pounded this groundbreaking concept in 1978
that revolutionized the study of the East by de-
constructing the Western discourse that shaped
it.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Kyrie Irving changes Instagram photo to
show solidarity with Palestine

Y\ do:

Famed basketball player Kyrie Irving has
changed his social media profile picture
to an image of a Palestinian child blocked
from attending school by Israeli soldiers in
the Israeli-occupied West Bank, Al Jazeera
reported.

The picture on Irving’s Instagram, which
boasts 20.2 million followers, shows a
young Palestinian boy sitting with a book
as he turns around to look at Israeli sol-
diers standing behind a barbed wire fence
just behind him.

Earlier this month, Palestinian school-

children in Umm al-Khair, in the occupied
West Bank, found a barbed wire fence
blocking their route to school roughly Tkm
(0.6 miles) away. Despite the barrier being
erected by settlers without legal authori-
zation, soldiers have refused to take down
the barrier in a community that faces im-
minent Israeli demolition orders later this
month due to a lack of building permits.
Such permits are rarely granted to Pales-
tinians in Area C of the West Bank, which is
entirely under the control of Israel.

When the children, some as young as
five years old, tried to go around the fence,
soldiers launched tear gas and sound gre-
nades at them. Shortly after the fence went
up, a large Star of David was built with
stones by settlers on the side of the fence
that the Palestinian schoolchildren can no
longer access.

The community subsequently launched
a march as part of a new initiative — “the
Umm al-Khair Freedom School” - walking
alongside the schoolchildren right up to the
fence as the children banged on drums and
sang defiant songs while soldiers watched
from meters away.

Over 1000 artists call for boycott for
‘normalizing’ Israel’s genocide

More than 1,100 musicians and cultural
workers have called for a boycott of the
70th edition of the Eurovision song com-
petition over its inclusion of Israel, amid
growing pressure to ban the country over
its genocide in Gaza.

Campaign groups No Music for Genocide
and the Palestinian Campaign for the Ac-
ademic & Cultural Boycott of Israel (more
commonly known as the Boycott, Divest-
ment and Sanctions movement) on Tuesday
published an open letter to “reject Eurovi-
sion being used to whitewash and normal-
ize Israel’s genocide, siege and brutal mili-

tary occupation against Palestinians”.

“How can any performer or Eurovision
fan in good conscience participate at the
contest’s next edition in Austria amidst
U.S.-Israeli plans for hyper-surveilled con-
centration camps in ‘New Gaza'?” the letter
reads, co-signed by artists including Mack-
lemore, Paloma Faith, Kneecap, Massive At-
tack and former winners of the Eurovision
contest.

“There are moments in time when pas-
sive silence is not an option. We refuse to
be silent when Israel’s genocidal violence
soundtracks and silences Palestinian lives.”
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Discover Soubatan, scenic
summer haven above the clouds

TEHRAN - Nestled in the highlands of
northern Iran, Soubatan village is one of the
most captivating rural destinations in Gilan
province, offering a rare blend of untouched
nature, traditional lifestyles, and dramatic
mountain scenery.

Located northwest of Talesh, this seasonal
settlement lies at an altitude ranging from
about 1,900 to 2,500 meters above sea level,
where cool air, rolling pastures, and distant
peaks create a landscape that feels both se-
rene and expansive.

Soubatan is often described as a place
where nature remains largely unspoiled. Sur-
rounded by the Lisar River to the north and
the lush forests of Talesh to the east, the
village also connects westward to the scenic
Neor Lake, while the province of Ardabil lies
just 19 kilometers away. The area’s geogra-
phy forms a striking contrast between green
plains, mist-covered valleys, and rugged
mountains, where even in summer, patches
of snow can still be seen on higher elevations.

The region’s climate is notably pleasant
during the warmer months. Although Gilan is
known as one of the most humid provinces
in Iran, Soubatan’s elevation moderates the
temperature, making it a popular summer
retreat. Cool breezes, open skies, and vast
meadows provide an ideal environment for
travelers seeking relief from heat and hu-
midity. However, winters are harsh, marked
by heavy snowfall and freezing temperatures
that make permanent settlement difficult.

Life in Soubatan follows a seasonal rhythm
shaped by these climatic conditions. The
village is primarily inhabited during spring,
summer, and part of autumn by Lisari fam-
ilies and nomadic communities. As colder
weather approaches, most residents migrate
to lower-altitude areas such as the forested
slopes of the Alborz Mountains and the Cas-
pian Sea coasts near Lisar. Only a handful of
families remain in certain areas during win-
ter. The nomadic people live in wooden huts
or traditional tents, preserving a way of life
that has endured for generations.

Despite gradual changes in the central
parts of the village, the surrounding areas
still reflect a strong connection to indigenous
culture. Herding remains a key livelihood, and
visitors can observe traditional practices, in-
cluding livestock grazing, dairy production,
and seasonal migration. The absence of mod-
ern residential complexes adds to Soubatan’s
authenticity, as many local families open
their homes to travelers, offering a more in-
timate and immersive experience.

Beyond its cultural appeal, Soubatan is rich
in natural and recreational attractions. With
its combination of elevated landscapes, no-
madic heritage, and diverse natural attrac-
tions, Soubatan stands out as a distinctive
destination in northern Iran. It offers not
only scenic beauty but also a glimpse into a
lifestyle closely tied to nature, making it an
appealing choice for travelers interested in
cultural authenticity and ecological tourism.

Glimpses of World Heritage sites:
Quebrada de Humahuaca

Quebrada de Humahuaca, situated in
Agentina’s province of Jujuy, follows the
line of a major cultural route, the Camino
Inca, along the spectacular valley of the Rio
Grande, from its source in the cold high des-
ert plateau of the High Andean lands to its
confluence with the Rio Leone some 150 km
to the south.

The UNESCO-designated valley demon-
strates substantial evidence of its use as a
major trade route over the past 10,000 years.
It features visible traces of prehistoric hunt-
er-gatherer communities, of the Inca Empire
(15th to 16th centuries), and of the fight for
independence in the 19th and 20th centuries.

According to UNESCO, the property is a
highly representative example of the south
Andean valleys, with an exceptional system
of communication routes and economic, so-
cial, and cultural coordination.

This is the most important physical link-
age between the high Andean lands and the
extensive temperate plains in south-eastern
South America. Its impressive natural envi-
ronment is kept almost intact, with hundreds
of archaeological and architectural sites
that bear witness to its long and rich histo-
ry. The valley shows substantial evidence of
its use as a major trade route over the past
10,000 years. Scattered along the valley
are extensive remains of successive settle-
ments whose inhabitants created and used
these linear routes. They include prehistoric
hunter/gatherer and early farming com-
munities (9000 BC to 400 CE), large struc-

tured agricultural societies (400 CE-900),
flourishing pre-Hispanic towns and villages
(900-1430/80), the Incan empire (1430/80-
1535), Spanish towns, villages and church-
es (153/93-1810), and traces of Republican
struggles for independence (1810-20th cen-
tury).

Of particular note are the extensive re-
mains of stone-walled agricultural terrace
fields at Coctaca, thought to have originat-
ed around 1,500 years ago and still in use
today; these are associated with a string of
fortified towns known as pucaras . The field
system and the pucaras together make a
dramatic impact on the landscape one that
is unrivalled in South America. The valley also
displays several churches and chapels and a
vibrant vernacular architectural tradition.

The current population, on its part, keeps
its traditions in an outstanding cultural land-
scape. Thus, Quebrada de Humahuaca is an
extremely complex heritage system charac-
terized by elements of various kinds inserted
in a stunning, impressive and colorful land-
scape. The interaction between the geo-eco-
logical system and the successive societies
and cultures that have occupied it for the last
10,000 years shows space-time continuity
that is hard to find in other areas. Separated
from the ensemble, only a few properties can
be considered unique and outstanding. How-
ever, the combination of natural and cultural
elements has given rise to a site that is be-
yond comparison in every sense.

(Source: UNESCO)

Austrian Iranologists condemn destruction

of Iran’s cu

TEHRAN - A group of Austrian
and international scholars special-
izing in Iranian studies have strong-
ly condemned the destruction and
damage inflicted on Iran’s cultural
heritage, describing such acts as
not only an assault on a single na-
tion but a profound loss for human-
ity as a whole.

The remarks were delivered
during a cultural gathering titled
“Iran’s Cultural Heritage Night
hosted by Iran’s cultural repre-
sentation in Austria at the Iranian
House of Wisdom in Vienna, IRNA
reported on Tuesday.

The event brought together aca-
demics, artists, and cultural figures
from both Iran and Austria, offering
a platform for critical discussion on
the growing threats facing one of
the world’s oldest and richest civi-
lizations.

Unlike previous gatherings that
largely celebrated the grandeur and
historical achievements of Iran’s
more than 7000-year-old civili-
zation, this event focused on the
vulnerabilities, destruction, and
risks confronting its cultural legacy.
Speakers emphasized the impor-
tance of the UNESCO Blue Shield
symbol, an international emblem
dedicated to the protection of cul-
tural property during armed con-
flict, underscoring the urgent need
for active preservation efforts.

Melanie Sindelar, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Anthropology of Art at
Charles University, delivered a
comprehensive keynote examin-
ing Iran’s cultural heritage through
both artistic and anthropological
lenses. She highlighted Iran’s archi-
tectural and urban treasures, from
bazaars and mosques to caravan-
serais and palaces, describing them
as embodiments of a deeply rooted
cultural identity.

Sindelar stressed that under-
standing Iran’s heritage requires
more than a superficial apprecia-
tion of its physical structures. She
introduced the concept of the “inner
language” of cultural heritage, a
symbolic and sometimes enigmat-
ic expression of human experience
that transcends time. According to
her, this intangible dimension ele-
vates Iran’s heritage beyond mon-
uments and artifacts, transforming
itinto a living component of civiliza-
tional identity.

She further cited international le-
gal frameworks governing the pro-
tection of cultural heritage, arguing
that attacks on such sites violate
established norms of internation-
al law. Referring to the Blue Shield
initiative, she stated that targeting
cultural heritage is not only a phys-
ical act of destruction but also an
assault on the historical and cultur-
al continuity of a people.

Golmar Kampinger-Khatibi, Se-
nior Lecturer at the Academy of
Fine Arts Vienna, expanded on this
theme by categorizing Iran’s cul-
tural heritage into tangible and
intangible forms. She provided a
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chronological overview of Iran’s

UNESCO-listed sites and highlight-
ed key landmarks such as the Che-
hel Sotoun Palace, Nagsh-e Jahan
Square, Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque,
Abbasi Grand Mosque, Falak-ol-
Aflak Castle, and the Golestan Pal-
ace in Tehran.

Kampinger-Khatibi also pointed
to Iran’s rich intangible heritage,
including traditions like Nowruz and
Yalda Night, as well as traditional
cuisine and clothing. She empha-
sized that both forms of heritage
are equally significant and equally
vulnerable.

Drawing parallels with European
history, she recalled the widespread
destruction of cultural sites during
World Wars | and I, noting that Eu-
rope itself has experienced the irre-
versible loss of heritage. “These are
wounds that history does not for-
get,” she said, warning against re-
peating such tragedies elsewhere.

She concluded by describing re-
cent damages to Iranian heritage
sites as “deeply regrettable and
irreparable,” stressing that recon-
struction cannot restore the orig-
inal authenticity and spirit of de-
stroyed monuments.

Ridiger Lohlker, a retired pro-
fessor from the University of Vi-
enna, focused his remarks on one
of Iran’s most influential cultural
contributions: the Persian garden.
He described it as a central element
of Iranian cultural heritage with
far-reaching global impact.

Lohlker explained that the Per-
sian garden model, particularly the
“Chaharbagh” design, has influ-
enced garden architecture across
Europe, South Asia, and beyond. He
cited examples ranging from his-
toric European gardens to modern
corporate landscapes, illustrating
how this design tradition has tran-
scended geographical boundaries.

“Iranian culture is deeply in-
tertwined with the concept of the
garden,” he said, warning that the
destruction of such heritage, along
with libraries and other cultural in-

ltural heritage at Vienna event
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stitutions, would constitute a loss
not just for Iran, but for the entire
world.

In a more political tone, Lohlker
referred to statements by certain
leaders involved in ongoing con-
flicts that have alluded to the “de-
struction of Iranian civilization” He
described such rhetoric as indica-
tive of “cultural genocide,” arguing
that it violates both international
law and fundamental humanitarian
principles.

Dieter Reinisch, a historian and
member of the Royal Historical So-
ciety, offered a critical perspective
on the politicization of archaeolo-
gy. In a lecture titled “Construct-
ing Identity Between Science and
Politics: The Role of Archaeology
in Palestine,” he examined how ar-
chaeological practices can be used
to advance political agendas.

Reinisch argued that in certain
contexts, archaeology has been
subordinated to nationalist and ex-
pansionist goals. He discussed the
situation in the West Bank, where
thousands of archaeological sites
exist, and claimed that excavations
are often conducted under military
protection to support territorial
claims and settlement expansion.

Quoting Israeli archaeologist Ta-
lia Ezrahi of the NGO Emek Shaveh,
he noted that archaeology is some-
times used as a tool to demon-
strate historical presence and jus-
tify political narratives. Reinisch
distinguished between “national
archaeology,” which operates with-
in scholarly frameworks, and “na-
tionalist archaeology,” which serves
ideological purposes.

He concluded that as long as ar-
chaeology remains entangled with
political objectives, it cannot func-
tion as an impartial scientific dis-
cipline.

Cultural heritage as human
identity

In his closing remarks, Reza
Gholami, Iran’s cultural attaché in
Austria and a scholar at the Insti-
tute for Humanities and Cultural
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Studies, emphasized the philosoph-
ical and human dimensions of cul-
tural heritage.

“Iran’s heritage reflects the
golden moments of human civili-
zation and serves as a gateway to
self-awareness,” he said. “It belongs
not only to Iran but to all humanity.”

Gholami criticized what he de-
scribed as global inaction and si-
lence in the face of cultural destruc-
tion, expressing particular concern
over the lack of response from some
academic and cultural institutions.
“One cannot claim to study Iran and
remain indifferent to the destruc-
tion of its heritage,” he stated.

He also challenged the notion
that damaged heritage can simply
be rebuilt, arguing that reconstruc-
tion cannot restore the original
“spirit” of cultural artifacts. Draw-
ing on philosophical concepts, he
described the destruction of her-
itage as “cultural epistemicide’,
the annihilation of knowledge and
meaning embedded in historical ob-
jects and spaces.

Referencing thinkers such as
Martin Heidegger and Paul Ricoeur,
Gholami explained that human ex-
istence is inherently tied to history
and narrative. “When monuments
are destroyed, it is not just stone
and brick that are lost, but entire
horizons of meaning,” he said. “It is
a form of killing time itself”

Calls for international action

The event concluded with a uni-
fied call for stronger international
mechanisms to protect cultural
heritage, particularly during armed
conflicts. Participants urged UN-
ESCO to take more decisive action
and called for binding guarantees
to prevent attacks on cultural sites.

Attendees described the de-
struction of Iran’s cultural heritage
as “shameful” and warned that such
actions set a dangerous precedent
for the rest of the world. The con-
sensus among speakers was clear:
safeguarding cultural heritage is
not merely a national responsibility
but a global imperative.

Isfahan official calls for combined tourism

tours centered on ‘resistance tourism’

TEHRAN - A tourism official in Isfahan on
Wednesday called for the design of combined
tourism packages centered on “resistance tour-
ism,” aiming to link cultural and historical attrac-
tions with sites tied to the war with US and the
Zionist regime of Israel.

Davoud Abian, deputy head of tourism at the
provincial department of cultural heritage, tour-
ism and handicrafts, said new tourism destina-
tions were needed to make use of the province’s
diverse capacities.

“Isfahan province has extensive potential in
various tourism sectors, and it is necessary to
design tours with a new approach that can intro-
duce a collection of cultural, historical and natural
attractions alongside resistance tourism,” Abian
said, according to IRNA.

He said combined tours could integrate visits to
major landmarks in Isfahan with sites associated
with themes of sacrifice and resistance, creating
anew product in the province’s tourism portfolio.

“Resistance tourism represents an important
part of our historical and contemporary identity
and can help tourists gain a deeper understand-
ing of the culture,” he added.

Abian said travel agencies, tour guides and
other tourism stakeholders should cooperate to
design diverse routes and packages based on this
theme.

He also highlighted the role of such tours in
attracting both domestic and foreign visitors,
saying tourists increasingly seek thematic and
experience-based travel.

“Offering combined tours centered on resis-
tance, in addition to strengthening historical
narratives, can contribute to sustainable tourism
development in the province,” he said.

Abian said the provincial department was ready

to support initiatives by tourism operators to de-
velop and implement such tours.

One such location, maybe near Shahreza, where
two U.S. C-130 military transport aircraft and at
least two helicopters were destroyed in early April
during a two-day rescue mission following the
downing of an F-15 fighter jet by Iranian forces.

The ancient city of Isfahan, which serves as the
provincial capital as well, is situated at the cross-
roads of Iran’s north-south and east-west trade
routes. It reached its zenith between the 9th and
18th centuries. During the Safavid era, it became
Iran’s capital under Shah Abbas the Great.

Isfahan was once a crossroads of international
trade and diplomacy in Iran and now it is one of
Iran’s top tourist destinations for good reasons. It
is filled with many architectural wonders, such as
unmatched Islamic buildings, bazaars, museums,
Persian gardens, and tree-lined boulevards. It's a
city for walking, getting lost in its mazing bazaars,
dozing in beautiful gardens, and meeting people.

The Persian proverb “Isfahan nesf-e-jahan ast”

(Isfahan is half the world) reflects the city’s cul-
tural and historical prominence.



Iran ranks third among Islamic

countries for scientific pu
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TEHRAN - According to the
recent ranking published by
SClmago 2025, Iran with 77,197
scientific articles, ranks third
among Islamic nations.

The country ranked 18thglob-
ally. Compared to 75,990 works
in 2024, the country has pub-
lished 1,207 more articles in
2025, indicating a 1.6 percent in-
crease; however, Iran’s ranking
has dropped one spot compared
to 2024.

Turkey (with 99,588 articles),
and Saudi Arbia (with 79,919 ar-
ticles) are placed first and sec-
ond in the region, 13 and 16 in
the world.

The country ranked 17 in the
world, and second in the region
in 2024. Turkey and Saudi Arabia
ranked first and third, respec-
tively, back then.

A review of Scopus data from
2014 to 2022 shows that Iran
has always been the first among
the countries in the region in
terms of the number of publica-
tions and has been able to main-
tain this position.

In 2017, Iran ranked 17th in
this index and maintained this
rank until 2019. In 2020, Iran’s
rank increased by two places to
15, but in the last two years this
rank was lost and in 2022 it re-
turned to 17.

This is the third consecutive
year that the country’s ranking
for scientific publications has
experienced a downward trend,
falling from 15 in 2023, to 17 in
2024, and 18 in 2025.

According to the seventh na-
tional development plan (2023-
2027),Iranis planning to elevate
the country’s ranking for scien-
tific productions to 12 by 2027,
which seems to be difficult con-
cerning the current situation.

Shahin Akhoundzadeh, an of-
ficial with the health ministry,
said due to sanctions, econom-
ic restrictions, and the limita-
tions on publishing papers by
Iranian scholars, particularly
during the last three years,
Iran’s ranking in scientific pro-
ductions has lowered from 15
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in 2023 to 17 in 2024.

The country’s advancement
in science production requires
compensating for the regres-
sion in research and technology
through providing funds, facili-
tating research, and promoting
meritocracy which will reduce
young elites’ migration, as well,
the health ministry’s website
quoted Akhoundzadeh as say-

ing.

Iran is planning to enhance
ranking for scientific
productions to 12 by 2027

In 2025, China with 1,352,563
works ranks first in the world,
experiencing a 9.6 percent in-
crease. The US (with 749,969
articles) is placed second, the
number of published articles
has dropped by 0.5 percent
compared to 2024, though.

India (with 381524 articles),
England (with 260,524 works),
and Germany (with 209,302 ar-
ticles) ranked third to fifth.

SIR 2025 includes 195 Iranian
institutions

SClmago Institutions Rank-
ings (SIR) 2025 placed 195 Ira-
nian universities among the
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top institutions in the world
compared to 197 universities in
2024.

The SIR is a classification of
academic and research-related
institutions ranked by a com-
posite indicator that combines
three different sets of indicators
based on research performance,
innovation outputs, and societal
impact measured by their web
visibility.

The research ranking refers to
the volume, impact, and quality
of the institution’s research out-
put.

The innovation ranking is cal-
culated on the number of patent
applications of the institution
and the citations that its re-
search output receives from
patents.

The societal ranking is based
on the number of pages on the
institution’s website and the
number of backlinks and men-
tions from social networks.

In the latest ranking, Tehran
University of Medical Sciences,
University of Tehran, Shahid-
Beheshti University of Medical
Sciences and Health Services,
Tabriz University of Medical Sci-
ences, Iran University of Medical
Sciences are the top five institu-
tions.

Compared to all sectors (per-

blications

centiles), Tehran University of
Medical Sciences ranks first in
West Asia, and 6th in the world.
The university’s best ranking
is in Dentistry, ranking first in
West Asia, and 37th in the world,
respectively.

University of Tehran is placed
first in the country, second in
West Asia, and 11th in the world.
The university’s best ranking
is in Business, Management,
and Accounting, ranking first in
West Asia, and 53rd globally.

Shahid Beheshti University
of Medical Sciences and Health
Services ranks second in Iran,
fourth in West Asia, and 17th in
the world. The university’s best
ranking is in Dentistry, rank-
ing fifth in West Asia, and 68th
globally.

Tabriz University of Medical
Sciences ranked second na-
tionwide. It ranked fifth in West
Asia, and 23rd in the world. The
university’s best ranking is in
Pharmacology, Toxicology, and
Pharmaceutics, ranking fifth in
West Asia, and 53rd globally.

Iran University of Medical Sci-
ences ranks third in the country.
It ranks 6th in West Asia, and
24th globally. The university’s
best ranking is in Obstetrics
and Gynecology, ranking eighth
in West Asia, and 202nd in the
world.

Lake Urmia’s level increases by 120cm in 7 months

TEHRAN - Since the beginning of the cur-
rent water year (September 23, 2025), the
water level of Lake Urmia has increased by
120 cm, rising from 1,269.50 to 1,270.70 me-
ters above sea level, now, the CEO of West
Azarbaijan regional water company has said.

Lake Urmiain northwestern West Azarbai-
jan province started to dry up in the 2000s.
The lake was once the largest in West Asia
and the sixth-largest salt lake in the world,
with a water surface area of 5,000 to 6,000
square kilometers.

However, the water level of Lake Urmia
shows a decrease of 3.40 meters compared
to the ecological water level of the lake, IRNA
quoted Majid Rastgari as saying.

Lake Urmia faces significant challenges
due to the overconsumption of water re-
sources, magnified by climate change im-
pacts, which have severely impacted its eco-
system.

The Lake Urmia Basin plays a critical
role in ensuring Iran's food security and
agricultural productivity.

Agricultural activities in the region are
increasingly vulnerable to water shortages,
a situation exacerbated by the effects of
climate change. Studies indicate that these
climatic changes could further disrupt agri-
food systems and the lake’s fragile environ-
ment in the future.

Over the past seven months (from Sep-
tember 23, 2025 to April 20), 1.278 billion
cubic meters of water have been released
from dams, particularly Boukan and Ma-
habad dams, to Lake Urmia. Currently, the
lake has about 2,89 billion cubic meters of
water, Rastgari noted.

The official went on to say that the volume
of water in satellite wetlands like Nowruzlou
and Yousef-Kandi has reached 100 percent

of their storage capacity due to successful
water transfer plans and good water man-
agement.

Fortunately, recent rainfall in the north-
western part of the country has increased
the level of water in Lake Urmia and wet-
lands in West Azarbaijan province, which had
experienced drought situation over the past
year. For instance, Kani Barazan wetland
has been filled by 90 percent, IRNA quoted
Hojjat Jabbari, the director general of West
Azarbaijan’s department of environment, as
saying.

Also, the surplus of water has been re-
leased into Lake Urmia, helping greatly to
reviving the lake, he added.

In December 2025, Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), in cooperation with the
Governorate of West Azarbaijan Province,
held a workshop on a project titled ‘Enhanc-
ing Restoration Activities in Lake Urmia
through the Effective Use of Agricultural
Water’, marking the official launch of the
project’s second phase, which was signed in
October 2025.

Funded by the Government of Japan, the
FAO of the United Nations and the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
the initiative aims to promote sustainable
agriculture and support the restoration of
one of the country’s most vital ecosystems
— Lake Urmia.

The project also aims to help revive the
lake, and promote sustainable agriculture
and support the restoration of one of the
country’s most vital ecosystems — Lake Ur-
mia.

The signing ceremony of the project was
held during President Masoud Pezeshkian’s
visit to West Azarbaijan.

The document was signed by Reza Rahma-
ni, the Secretary of the Urmia Lake Rescue
National Committee,and Ali Nazaridoust, Of-
ficer-in-Charge (on behalf of the FAO Rep-
resentative to the Islamic Republic of Iran).

The Lake Urmia Basin plays a critical role
in ensuring Iran’s food security and agricul-
tural productivity. However, in recent years,
the Basin’s water resources have signifi-
cantly declined due to rising temperatures,
changing precipitation patterns, and unsus-
tainable water use.

Recognizing the urgency of these chal-
lenges, FAO is implementing this project to
promote integrated water resource man-
agement and climate-smart agricultural
practices across the Basin.

The Lake Urmia component of the proj-
ect will be jointly implemented by FAO and
the Urmia Lake Rescue National Committee
(ULRNC). It aims to scale up and operation-
alize improvements in agricultural water
efficiency and productivity, safeguarding
livelihoods and reducing pressure on water
resources.

Through capacity development, the intro-
duction of efficient irrigation technologies,
and the promotion of sustainable farming
methods, the project will help farmers and
rural communities build resilience to water
scarcity while contributing to the resto-
ration of the lake’s ecological balance.

The project represents a strong example
of collaboration between the Government
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, FAO, UNDP,
and the Government of Japan in supporting
national efforts toward sustainable agricul-
ture, water management, and environmen-
tal conservation.
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IRCS to act as regional rescue, relief training hub
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IFRC undersecretary-general Xaviar Castellanos Mosquera (K) and IRCS head Pirhossein Kolivand

TEHRAN - Thanks to the high capabilities of
the Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS) and its
remarkable achievements over the past years,
particularly during the US-Israel war against
the country, the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
has decided to choose the IRCS as the regional
hub for recue and relief training, the head of
the IRCS has said.

This responsibility highlights global trust in
experiences, commitments, and capabilities of
the IRCS, Mehr news agency quoted Pirhossein
Kolivand as saying.

An IFRC delegation, led by the Xaviar Cas-
tellanos Mosquera, the IFRC undersecre-
tary-general for national society development
and operations coordination, is paying a field
visit to the civilian areas, such as residential
units and medical centers like Gandi hospi-
tal that were targeted and devastated by the
United States and Israeli regime during the
imposed 40-day war. The delegation is accom-
panied by Kolivand.

Holding a meeting on Tuesday, the offi-
cials also discussed the devastating impacts
of sanctions on rescue services and people’s
health.

Condemning the inhumane measures of the
aggressors, Mosquera highlighted the impor-
tance of legal action in international forums,
and explicitly that would carry the Iranian na-
tion’s voice for justice to the ears of the world.

The official also lauded the IRCS relief ser-
vices and efforts including quick responding to
crises and deploying relief workers, attracting
volunteers, providing public trainings, rehabil-
itation and social services, as well as distrib-
uting medicines and medical tools, effectively
and precisely.

Recruiting rescuers that ride horses, estab-
lishing helal (crescent) houses, and expanding
neighborhood-based services were among
IRCS initiatives that according to Mosquera

should be introduced as successful models to
other national societies.

The IFRC has put the priority on showcasing
the IRCS capabilities, specialized staff and pro-
fessional volunteers to international societies.

Mosquera officially asked the IRCS to share
its valuable experiences with other societies to
help them enhance their global preparedness
and operational capacity, which further under-
lines the role and inspiring position of the IRCS
in international arena.

“The Iranian Red Crescent Society is our reli-
able global partner; the international societies
should know that during the 40-day [US-Is-
raeli imposed] war more than 100,000 res-
cuers volunteered to provide relief services,’
IRNA quoted Castellanos Mosquera as saying
on Saturday.

“Proposal to limit use of Al in warfare

During a Sunday meeting, the IRCS proposed
the IFRC for an “addendum to Geneva Conven-
tions” to limit the use of artificial intelligence
(Al) in warfare.

The IFRC official welcomed the proposal,
promising to put it on the agenda, and follow
up on its implementation through official in-
ternational channels.

“Today, the world is facing a new version of
threats which challenges the enforcement of
the existing international humanitarian law,’
Kolivand highlighted.

“The proposed addendum focuses on updat-
ing and regulating specific rules on utilizing Al
in attacks, combined wars, as well as modern
technologies in armed conflicts.

Without any legal and ethical framework,
the use of Al in conflicts can lead to unprec-
edented human catastrophe. Therefore, it is
essential that international organizations,
particularly the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent, be in front line of
developing deterrent, transparent and binding
regulations,” Kolivand further noted.

Blood storage duration rises to 9 days during war

TEHRAN - From the beginning of the US-Is-
rael war on February 28 till April 21, the blood
storage duration in the country has increased
from 2.4 days to 9 days, according to an official
with Iran Blood Transfusion Organization.

“During the same period, the number of
blood donors has indicated an increase of 24
percent,” ISNA quoted Babak Yektaparast as
saying.

Since the outbreak of imposed war, there
has been a notable growth in the number of
women and first-time donors referring to
blood donation centers across the country.

Fortunately, the number of first-time do-
nors has significantly increased by 63.9 per-
cent, he added.

The number of referrals, and the amount of
blood donated over the past month increased
by 15 percent and 10 percent, respectively,
Mehr news agency quoted Yektaparast, as
saying.

During the mentioned period, more than
268,000 Iranians referred to blood donation
centers across the country, donating over
220,000 units of blood.

According to statistics, the women’s con-
tribution has increased by 79-percent, IRNA
reported.

Yektaparast told ISNA that during the war
a “waiting list” has been prepared for blood
donation. “We are witnessing the formation
of queues at some blood donation centers” he
said, adding: “When a blood donation queue is
formed at a center, the waiting time for blood
donation increases and | apologize to the peo-
ple for any possible delays.”

According to the official, a total of 2,111,476
Iranians donated blood in the first ten months
of the past Iranian year, March 2025 - March
2026).

The highest blood donation growth was re-
corded in the provinces of Zanjan (around 13
percent), Sistan-Baluchestan (about ten per-
cent), and Isfahan (almost eight percent), the
health ministry’s website quoted the official
as saying.

During the same period, the continuous
blood donation growth rate in the country in-
creased to over 55 percent. The provinces of
Semnan (more than 69 percent), Golestan, and
Qom (about 67 percent) hold the highest rates
for continuous blood donation, respectively, he
noted.

In January 2025, the former World Health
Organization (WHO) representative, Jaffar
Hussain, admired the Iranian Blood Transfu-
sion Organization’s (IBTO) leadership in blood
safety and transfusion services, and high-
lighted their remarkable achievement of a 100
percent voluntary, non-remunerated blood
donation system, a testament to the principles
of universal health coverage in action.

He also thanked the blood donors, whose
selflessness serves as an inspiration to all.

Admiring the IBTO’s efforts and expertise in
providing services to patients with rare blood
types, the official underscored Iran’s capacity
to serve as a model for other nations in the
realm of blood transfusion and rare blood
management.

Addressing National Rare Blood Day, Hus-
sain praised the country’s steadfast commit-
ment to equitable healthcare access, ensuring
that no one is left behind, regardless of their
blood type.

The official commended the country’s un-
wavering dedication to tackling the unique
challenges surrounding rare blood, empha-
sizing the critical importance of collaboration,
innovation, and unwavering determination in
this global endeavor.
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Iranian war drama “God of War” hits Russian
streaming platform Okko

TEHRAN- The Iranian war drama “God of
War” has premiered on Okko, one of Russia’s
leading online streaming platforms, marking
anew step in the international distribution of
Iranian cinema, Mehr reported on Wednes-
day.

Directed by Hossein Darabi, the film is a
major production of the Owj Arts and Media
Organization. It offers a realistic narrative of
a sensitive chapter during the lran-Iraq war
(1980-1988), also known as the Sacred De-
fense.

The film specifically chronicles the histor-
ical and strategic milestone of launching the
first Iranian missile in the post-Islamic Rev-
olution era—a pivotal moment in the nation’s
military history and defense capabilities.

Written by Ehsan Saqafi, “God of War” de-
picts the birth of the Iranian Armed Forces’
missile unit during the Iran-lrag War. The
story centers on the legacy of Hassan Tehra-
ni Moghaddam, the architect of Iran’s missile
program. The film chooses a unique narrative
approach where Tehrani Moghaddam him-
self does not appear directly on screen; in-
stead, the momentous events are chronicled
through the eyes of one of his close com-
rades-in-arms, portrayed by Saed Soheili.

The film captures a true and pivotal break-
through in Iran’s military progress. The title
itself carries significant historical weight;
according to long-standing accounts, “God
of War” was the moniker reportedly given by
American observers to the specific missile
that Iran managed to produce through do-
mestic ingenuity and self-reliance during the
Sacred Defense era. By focusing on this in-
ternal struggle for technological sovereignty,
the film highlights how a group of dedicated
individuals turned a period of intense vul-
nerability into a turning point for national
defense.

“God of War,” which previously made its de-
but at the 43rd Fajr Film Festival, features an
ensemble cast including Saed Soheili, Hos-
sein Soleimani, Payam Ahmadinia, Nader Fal-
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lah, and Dariush Kardan. The film also stars
international actor Ammar Shalak alongside
a group of Iranian performers such as Aza-
deh Seifi and Abdolreza Nasari.

Hassan Tehrani Moghaddam is widely cel-
ebrated as the “father of Iran’s missile pro-
gram,” avisionary military commander whose
leadership transformed Iran’s defense strat-
egy from total dependency to indigenous
self-sufficiency. During the darkest days of
the Iran-Irag War, when Iranian civilians were
defenseless against aerial bombardments,
Tehrani Moghaddam spearheaded the ardu-
ous task of establishing a ballistic missile
force with almost no resources. Although he
was martyred in a 2011 explosion while work-
ing on advanced rocket technology, his influ-
ence remains the cornerstone of Iran’s mod-
ern deterrence capabilities, symbolizing both
national resilience and technical ingenuity.

Okko is a major player in the Russian digi-
tal content market, offering a vast library of
films, series, and exclusive sporting events.
The release of “God of War” on this platform
provides Russian audiences with a unique
opportunity to engage with Iranian historical
perspectives and the cinematic storytelling
of the Islamic Republic.
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Honoring Saadi is honoring living
Iranian spirit, culture minister says

TEHRAN - The Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guidance,
in a message on the occasion of
the National Day of Saadi Shirazi
(April 21), said: “Honoring Saa-
di is honoring the living Iranian
spirit, a spirit the world needs
today more than ever”

According to Honaronline, the
full text of Seyyed Abbas Salehi’s
message is as follows:

“Commemorating the great
Saadi is not merely celebrating
the name of a renowned poet;
it is a tribute to a deeply root-
ed truth within Iranian Islamic
identity, the truth of compassion,
wisdom, dialogue, and respect
for human beings.

Throughout history, Iranians
have always been messengers
of peace, friendship, and coexis-
tence, and the culture of this land
has flourished not on the basis of
aggression and hostility, but on
knowledge, tolerance, and hu-
man kindness.

Among this vast heritage, Saa-
di of Shiraz is one of the clearest
voices of the Iranian conscience,
a poet whose message crossed
geographic borders and became
a shared language of humanity.

In one of his famous poems,
he composed: ‘Human beings
are members of a whole, In cre-
ation of one essence and sou.
This verse was not only an eter-
nal poem but a moral charter of
a nation that, for centuries, has
viewed humanity beyond race,
borders, and language.

In the difficult recent days as
well, the Iranian people once
again showed that the essence
of this culture remains alive; a

Mausoleum of Saadi in Shiraz

people who, while standing with
dignity in the face of aggression
against their homeland, have
revealed the true face of Iran
through empathy, solidarity, and
helping one another, a face that
has captivated the world”.

Abu-Muhammad Muslih al-Din
bin Abdallah Shirazi, known by
his pen-name Saadi, (1200-1292)
was one of the major Persian po-
ets of the medieval period.

Saadi is known as a mystic
and metaphysician in the his-
tory of Persian literature. He is
recognized for the quality of his
writings and for the depth of his
social and moral thoughts.

The ancient scholar has gained
worldwide fame, not only in the
Persian-speaking countries but
in western societies, with his po-

ems being quoted in a multitude
of sources.

The Master of Speech, as he is
called, Saadi is best-known for
his masterpieces “Bustan” (The
Orchard) completed in 1257 and
“Gulistan” (The Flower Garden)
in 1258.

Bustan is quite in verse, in-
cluding 4,000 verses in 183 sto-
ries about the virtues such as
justice, kindness, love, modesty,
liberality, generosity, satisfaction
and happiness, and the ecstatic
practices of dervishes address-
ing all people to have a better
and happier life.

Gulistan, comprised of 8 chap-
ters is mainly in prose. The book
widely addresses kings’ morality,
dervishes’ behavior, benefits of
contentment, silence and talking

in proper time, love and youth-
fulness, weakness in old age,
and education. Saadi attempts to
advise people to live freely and to
improve the quality of their lives
in Gulistan.

Saadi elaborately distinguish-
es between the spiritual and the
mundane aspects of life in his
works. He tries to visualize the
deepest meanings of life in the
most tangible contexts and close
to conversational language as
far as possible in such a way that
even common people can get the
most out of his writings.

Saadi’s tomb is located in Shi-
raz, Fars Province. His mausole-
um, also called Saadieh, is one of
Iran’s major tourist attractions.

Iranian artist’s cartoons review US presidents’ failure in
handling Strait of Hormuz

TEHRAN - Iranian artist Mohammad Hossein
Niroomand has compared US military presence
in the Persian Gulf during the presidencies of
Ronald Reagan and Donald Trump by publishing
his new cartoon about Trump’s impasse in the
Strait of Hormuz and reposting an older car-
toon in Kayhan newspaper.

“It seems that time repeats itself. | designed
an illustration back then for Reagan’s ominous
presence in the Persian Gulf, which was printed
in Kayhan. At that time, the issue of closing the
Strait of Hormuz was raised as well. But today,
Donald Trump is truly trapped in the Strait,” he
wrote about his works.

When the Tanker War escalated in 1987 in the
Persian Gulf, Kuwait asked the United States
to escort its oil tankers. On August 22, 1987,
the first convoy of escorted tankers, ordered
by thenPresident Ronald Reagan, began its
mission to escort two Kuwaiti vessels along
a 600mile route. One of the tankers to be es-
corted, the Kuwaiti ship Bridgeton, which sailed
under the US flag, struck a naval mine near Ku-
wait in full view of hundreds of reporters, Mehr

reported.

“I drew this cartoon during those days about
Ronald Reagan’s entry into the Iran-Iraq War’s
oiltanker conflict, and it was published in Kay-
han,” Niroomand added.

The Tanker War was a major phase of the
1980-1988 Iran-Iraq War. It involved both Iran
and Iraq attacking oil tankers and merchant
ships in the Persian Gulf and Strait of Hormuz
to disrupt each other’s oil exports.

Several Persian Gulf states, especially Ku-
wait, sought foreign naval protection, leading to
the involvement of the United States, the Soviet
Union, and Western European navies.

After about four decades, now the Strait has
become the center of attention in another con-
flict. The US and Israel attacked Iran on February
28. Shortly after the war began, Iran effectively
asserted control over the Strait of Hormuz, one
of the world’s most critical energy chokepoints,
closing the narrow waterway through which a
fifth of global oil passes.

On April 13, Donald Trump imposed a naval
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blockade on Iranian ports in an effort to force
Tehran to reopen the Strait of Hormuz. Howev-
er, Iran has adopted a firm stance on keeping
the Strait closed.

Since the outset of the joint US-Israel war on
Iran on February 28, Iran has not allowed ves-
sels affiliated with adversaries to pass through
the strategic waterway.

Trump’s decisions have drawn fierce criticism
at home and abroad, with many warning it risks
igniting a broader regional crisis and destabiliz-
ing the global economy.

“Script of the Homeland” calligraphy exhibition opens at Azadi Tower

TEHRAN- The “Script of the
Homeland” calligraphy exhibi-
tion, featuring the latest works
of prominent master Kaveh Tei-
mouri, was officially inaugurated
on Tuesday at the Azadi Tower
cultural complex in Tehran.

The opening ceremony was
attended by distinguished fig-
ures including Deputy Culture
Minister for Artistic Affairs Me-
hdi Shafiei, Government Spokes-
person Fatemeh Mohajerani, and
Mohammad Allahyari, the CEO of
the Roudaki Foundation, Mehr
reported on Wednesday.

Central to the exhibition is
the theme of “lran,” blending
classical Persian literature with
contemporary national identity.
Alongside Teimouri’s masterful
scripts, the event features ar-
tistic portraits of the martyred
students of the Shajareh Tayye-
beh school in Minab, bridging the
gap between traditional art and
recent national tragedies.

On the sidelines of the exhi-
bition, a daily live performance
recreates the tragic assault on
the Minab school. Featuring child

and adult actors accompanied
by live music, the performance
culminates in an interactive
segment where attendees write
a ‘Final Essay’ on a blackboard,
honoring the children whose
notebooks were stained by the
blood of martyrdom.

Deputy Minister Mehdi Shafiei
left a note on the board, writing:
“The Minab tragedy was a ‘pure
wine’ that unified a great society
against the enemy.”

The second hall of the exhibi-
tion showcases a collection of
verses by Persian poets span-
ning a millennium, all celebrating
love for the motherland. Notable
pieces included calligraphic ren-
derings of lines such as “In this
soil, in this pure field, let us sow
no seeds other than love,” and
“May the banner of Iran forever
remain high and fruitful”

Teimouri, who spent countless
nights crafting these pieces, also
included several spiritual works
centered on the names of God.

On February 28, the Shajar-
eh Tayyebeh girls’ elementary

school in Minab, Hormozgan
province, became the site of a
devastating massacre as the
United States and Israel initiated
their strikes against Iran.

While dozens of girls and boys
aged between 7 and 12 were be-
ginning their lessons, the school
was targeted by a missile strike
that caused the building to col-
lapse, trapping children and
teachers beneath the rubble.
Iranian authorities confirmed
a final death toll of 168 people,
with at least 95 others wounded,
marking one of the most har-
rowing incidents of the conflict’s
opening day.

Despite attempts by US and
Israeli authorities to distance
themselves from the carnage
as images of the tragedy spread
across social media, detailed fo-
rensic and digital investigations
have painted a starkly different
picture.

An analysis by Al Jazeera’s dig-
ital investigations unit, utilizing
over a decade of satellite imagery
and recent video clips, revealed
that the school was a clearly dis-

tinct civilian facility, separated
from any adjacent military sites
for at least ten years. Further-
more, witness accounts and sat-
ellite-based analyses confirmed
that the school was triple tapped
by three separate, deliberate
strikes, leaving no doubt about
the nature of the attack.

The international community
has faced mounting evidence re-
garding the responsibility for this
atrocity, with investigations from
major global outlets including
The New York Times, BBC Verify,
CBC, and NPR all concluding that
the United States was responsi-
ble for the strike.

These findings have raised
fundamental questions about
the intelligence used to justify
the bombing, as the patterns of
the strike suggest a direct tar-
geting of a civilian educational
institution. The Minab school
tragedy now stands as a somber
testament to the immense hu-
man cost of the aggression and a
focal point for those demanding
international accountability.
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