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Iran’s top negotiatof has warned Donald Ti rump that the “good cop,”
bad cop” approach is outdated, as Axios said Israeli military notified
CENTCOM shortly before striking the Dahiyeh district
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Iran among architects of new

regional order

TEHRAN - The United States and the Zionist regime
launched the recent war on Iran with the objectives of
changing the regime, fragmenting Iran, and seizing its
oil resources. By combining military pressure, economic

sanctions, psychological operations, and efforts to
destabilize the country internally, they believed they could
break the will of the Iranian nation.

However, the steadfastness of the vigilant and resilient
Iranian people, the courage of the armed forces, and the
effective leadership of the Supreme Leader, together
with the efforts of all state institutions, reversed the
situation. Not only did the aggressors fail to achieve their
goals, but many of the region’s strategic equations were
fundamentally altered.

What Iran’s foes failed to understand in their calculations

was the revolutionary leadership’s spirit of sacrifice, the
determination of senior military commanders, national
cohesion, the deterrent capabilities of the armed forces,
and the Islamic Republic’s strategic capacities. A project
that was intended to shift the balance of power against
Iran ultimately became a catalyst for redefining the

regional balance of power itself.
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Hezbollah lures and ambushes
Israeli forces

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - Hezbollah continues to wage heroic urban
resistance against the Israeli occupation regime’s forces
in southern Lebanon, as the regime resorts to desperate
acts of aggression in Beirut.

Hezbollah announced it had confronted attempts by
Israeli Occupation Forces (I0F) to advance and infiltrate
areas along the southern border. Having failed to achieve
any of its officially declared war objectives in southem
Lebanon, the Zionist regime struck the southern suburbs
of the capital, Beirut, on Sunday.

Timing speaks volumes. The IOF leveled a building with
total disregard for civilians in another act of desperation
to derail a reportedly imminent Iran-U.S. MoU that would

require the occupation regime to withdraw from Lebanon.

In its latest statements, Hezbollah's military media
wing revealed that resistance fighters monitored the IOF
advancing into the town of Majdal Zoun.

110
mu

ey

The ‘roaring lion’ proved to be
a whimpering mouse

By Garsha Vazirian
TEHRAN — The dust has partly settled on the highly

touted campaign of aggression against Iran, leaving the
Israeli establishment to grapple with an undeniable reality.

Across political divides and media outlets, a profound
consensus has emerged within Israel. The multi-front war
designed to dismantle Iranian regional integration has
failed.

It has led to a resounding strategic defeat for Israel
that shattered decades of “security” doctrine. This failure
is an established fact openly conceded by Israel's own
leadership.

The political echelon concedes defeat
Former Prime Minister Yair Lapid has utilized X to

dismantle the government’s manufactured narrative of
success.

Lapid bluntly stated that the emerging diplomatic

arrangements achieve none of the stated war objectives.

» Page 5

Alborz artisans share
their craft, passion and
concerns

By Afshin Majlesi

TEHRAN - World Handicrafts Day, observed
annually on June 10, is an occasion to
celebrate the creativity, skills and cultural
heritage of artisans around the globe. The day
also marks the establishment of the World
Crafts Council, an organization founded with

the support of the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
to promote traditional crafts and preserve
cultural heritage worldwide.

To mark the occasion, the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
organized a media tour for a group of
journalists and cultural reporters from Tehran
province. | joined fellow media professionals
on a visit to several handicraft workshops
across the nearby Alborz province, » Page 6
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All political groups
| must adhere to
Leader s decisions,
president says

TEHRAN - Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian stressed the importance
of national unity and cohesion, saying
all political groups and currents must
abide by decisions made within the
country’s legal framework and in
accordance with the guidance of the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution.

Speaking at a meeting with senior
media executives, Pezeshkian described
| preserving national unity as Iran’s
= foremostpriority under current
‘ circumstances and warned that efforts
= 10 create internal divisions pose the
greatest threat to the country. » Page 2
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Iranian officials say
national unity and
resistance defeated

aggressors

TEHRAN - Senior Iranian officials on Sat-
urday marked the first anniversary of the
12-day war launched by Israel against Iran
in June 2025, saying the country’s national
unity, resilience, and military preparedness
thwarted the objectives of the aggressors
and forced them to accept a ceasefire.

In a message commemorating the anniver-
sary, President Masoud Pezeshkian paid tribute
to those martyred during the conflict and said
the Israeli regime had miscalculated by assum-
ing that attacks on senior military command-
ers, nuclear scientists, strategic facilities, and
civilian infrastructure would weaken Iran and
destabilize the Islamic Republic. » Page 2

Iran to replace
air defense assets
damaged during
conflict, senior

commander says

TEHRAN - Iran will rapidly replace air de-
fense assets damaged during the recent con-
flict, according to Brigadier General Alireza
Elhami, commander of the Khatam al-Anbiya
Air Defense Joint Headquarters and the Irani-
an Army Air Defense Force.

Speaking about post-ceasefire readiness
measures, Elhami said Iran’s integrated air
defense architecture is based entirely on in-
digenous capabilities, encompassing weapon
systems, command-and-control (C2) net-
works, communications infrastructure, in-
telligence assets, and operational concepts
developed domestically. » Page 2

War on Iran fuels
inflation shock, slows
European growth as
ECB raises rates

TEHRAN- The economic consequences of
the ongoing U.S--Israel conflict with Iran are
spreading far beyond the West Asia, trigger-
ing inflationary pressures, weakening growth
prospects, and forcing central banks to take
defensive measures.

According to data and reporting published
by CNBC, the European Central Bank (ECB) has
raised its key interest rate by 0.25 percentage
points to 2.25% in response to mounting in-
flation risks linked to the war.

The ECB said the conflict has significant-
ly altered the economic outlook for the euro
area, primarily through soaring energy costs
caused by disruptions to global oil and gas
supplies. The war, which has passed the 100-
day mark, has contributed to a severe energy
shock following damage to regional energy
infrastructure and disruptions to shipping
routes, including the strategically important
Strait of Hormuz. » Page 4

Experts call for
international
memorial for Minab
tragedy

TEHRAN- The Library of the Tehran Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art (TMoCA) recently
convened the second seminar in the series
“In Search of Artistic Expression for the Min-
ab Tragedy,” where experts emphasized that
a memorial for the event must serve as an
international indictment of war crimes.

Opening the discussion, architect and re-
searcher Shahabuddin Arfaei highlighted the
region’s diverse cultural fabric, noting that
“Minab’s true identity is forged through a mo-
saic of Baluch, Fars, and Swahili influences.”

Focusing on the architectural power of
memory, Pirouz Hanachi drew comparisons
to global landmarks like the 9/11 Memorial.
“The use of ‘visible voids’ can transform a site
of loss into a global attraction,” » Page 8
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

Five achievements and the foundation of Iran’s new power

Jam-e-Jam evaluated Iran’s achievements
and the need to preserve them. Despite
crushing economic pressure, Iran has man-
aged to turn threats into strategic opportu-
nities and build five strong pillars of active
deterrence: Demonstrating and consolidat-
ing military power, full-spectrum retaliato-
ry capability, creating the groundwork for
regional uprisings, and establishing Iran’s
position as a globally influential power. The
shift in the balance of power shows that Iran
isno longera localactor but a decisive player
in international affairs, without whose pres-
ence no security order in West Asia can be
stable. The paper argues that lran must act
proactively in legal, diplomatic, media, and
military arenas. Imposing costs on US inter-
ests in the region should become a continu-
ous principle of deterrence. To secure these
gains, the Islamic Republic must rewrite its
diplomatic and defense doctrine, because
pure defense against a state whose logic is
that of a “madman” amounts to gradual re-
treat.

Sobh-e-No: The war-ending agreement is
based on a step-by-step logic

Sobh-e-No analyzed the step-by-step
agreement between Iran and the United
States. The paper argues that the arrange-
ment is essentially a phased negotiation
with conditional steps. In the first stage,
Iran receives certain initial gains; only af-
ter the other side demonstrates a genuine
commitment to diplomacy and fulfills its
obligations will Iran move to the next stage
and engage in nuclear talks. In practice, un-
less specific clauses of the agreement are
implemented, negotiations will not enter
the second phase. The logic governing the
current talks is “step-by-step, action for ac-
tion.” This structure allows Iran to respond
immediately if the other side violates its
commitments. However, America’s long re-
cord of non-compliance and its hostile pol-
icies toward Iran have created a deep wall
of distrust, making any final agreement dif-
ficult. Today, Iran’s strategic advantage lies
in the unified triangle of the battlefield, di-
plomacy, and the people, which significantly
raises the cost of any potential breach by the
adversary.

Khorasan: Breathing space through an
understanding?!

Khorasan examined the core function
of the Iran-US understanding. According
to the paper, the most important aspect is
limiting the agenda of future negotiations
to three issues: Iran’s peaceful nuclear pro-
gram, lifting sanctions, and a mechanism

for compensation. The experience of major
powers shows that many agreements are
not meant to end rivalry but to manage it. If
the published text is taken as the basis, the
primary function of this understanding is to
create a strategic breathing space for both
sides. During this period, Iran will have the
opportunity to repair war damage, rebuild
damaged infrastructure, strengthen its of-
fensive and defensive capabilities, and ad-
dress weaknesses exposed during the con-
flict. Naturally, the Americans will also use
this pause to repair their regional setbacks.
Therefore, this understanding should not be
viewed merely as a ceasefire or de-escala-
tion. What is emerging is less the end of a
conflict and more a temporary halt to rede-
fine the next phase of the war.

Hamshahri: Trump’s anger after repeated
failures

Hamshabhri highlighted Donald Trump’s in-
creasingly aggressive and irritable reactions
to mainstream US media reports about the
realities of the war against Iran. These reac-
tions expose the widening gap between the
White House’s narrative and the situation on
the ground. Trump has repeatedly tried to
discredit media reports about Washington’s
failures in the recent conflict with Tehran.
However, published reports indicate that
the United States has failed to achieve its
stated objectives regarding Iran, and public
opposition in America to continuing the war
is growing. Trump’s angry responses show
that the exposure of these facts has become
one of his most serious political challeng-
es—one that intensifies as Washington’s
claimed achievements come under greater
scrutiny.

Sazandegi: Preserving Iran’s oil market
share in China

Sazandegi discusses the pressure on
Iran’s position in China’s oil market. One ma-
jor factoris increased competition with Rus-
sian oil. After Western sanctions on Russia,
large volumes of discounted Russian crude
entered Asian markets, often undercutting
Iranian prices. This has likely diverted part
of China’s traditional demand for Iranian oil
toward Russian supplies. Recent data shows
that Iran’s oil exports to China have come
under short-term pressure due to reduced
activity in Chinese refineries, rising fuel in-
ventories, and competition from Russian oil.
What is clear is that Iran’s main oil market is
undergoing significant changes, and main-
taining market share in China is now more
dependent than ever on competitive condi-
tions and geopolitical developments.

Judiciary chief: Zionists’ plot to break Iran’s

unity will fail

TEHRAN - Judiciary Chief Gholam Hossein
Mohseni-Ejei says Israel’s attempts to un-
dermine Iran’s national unity will ultimately
fail.

“The Zionist enemy is trying to undermine
the unity of the Iranian nation, but they (Zi-
onists) will take this dream to their grave,”
he wrote in a post on X.

Mohseni-Ejei said Iran’s military response
during the US-Israeli war, diplomatic en-
gagement with Washington, media cover-
age, and nationwide public gatherings in
support of the Islamic Republic all reflect a
strengthening of national cohesion.

Since the conflict began on February 28,
people across the country have held nightly
rallies to condemn the aggression and ex-
press support for the Islamic Republic.

The judiciary chief said the “enemy” is
attempting to discourage continued public
gatherings, insisting that such efforts will
not succeed. He added that “the malicious
Zionists” hope to see the streets emptied of
the “awakened Iranian nation,” but said this
objective will never be realized.

Mohseni-Ejei said officials may differ on
how best to bring the war to a lasting end,
but stressed that such differences do not
amount to division.

“All officials in the country are unanimous
that we must not back down in the face of

the enemy. There is no disagreement on this
principle. Everyone agrees that we must not
yield to enemy threats and pressure in the
military, economic, and media spheres. Of
course, there may be differences over meth-
ods, but thereis no doubt about the principle
of resistance.”

Iran and the United States are moving
closer to signing a memorandum of under-
standing aimed at paving the way toward
a permanent end to the war, which was
paused by a ceasefire on April 8.

President Donald Trump has repeatedly
claimed that Iranian political and military
officials are divided over how to handle the
conflict—an assertion Tehran has rejected.

Israel is also accused of using media nar-
ratives to sow division among the public
and mask the failure of its military strategy
during the 39-day war.

Iranian officials say national unity and

resistance

From page 1 » According to
the president, the unity of the
Iranian people, combined with
the leadership of the martyred
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
and the readiness of the Armed
Forces, prevented the aggres-
sors from achieving their goals
and compelled them to halt their
military campaign.

Pezeshkian described the war
as a defining demonstration of
national solidarity, noting that
Iranians from diverse political,
social, and cultural backgrounds
stood together in defense of the
country’s sovereignty and na-
tional interests. He also praised
the public’s patience amid eco-
nomic pressures over the past
year and reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to address-
ing public concerns and improv-
ing living conditions.

The anniversary was also
marked by a message from
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Esmaeil Bagaei, who said the
Israeli regime and its US back-
ers launched the war under the
illusion of securing a decisive

victory. Writing on the social
media platform X, Bagaei said
the military aggression began
with attacks on Iran’s nuclear
facilities and the assassination
of military commanders and sci-
entists.

He argued that the aggressors
ultimately failed to accomplish
their objectives, stating that
the Iranian nation’s resistance,
sacrifice, and determination
transformed the enemy’s ambi-
tions into defeat. Baqaei added

defeated aggre

that the outcome of the conflict
had become a lasting symbol
of Iran’s resilience, dignity, and
capacity to withstand external
pressure.

Meanwhile, Deputy Foreign
Minister for Legal and Interna-
tional Affairs Kazem Gharib-
abadi said Iran emerged from
the confrontation stronger and
more determined than before.
In a statement marking the an-
niversary, he said the country
neither retreated nor suffered

SSOrsS

a weakening of national resolve
despite the pressures of war.

“One year has passed. Iran
was neither defeated nor did it
retreat,” Gharibabadi said, argu-
ing that the sacrifices of military
commanders, scientists, and
other victims of the conflict had
reinforced national cohesion
and strengthened the country’s
determination.

The senior diplomat main-
tained that the developments
of the past year demonstrated
Iran’s growing resilience and
strategic resolve, describing the
aftermath of the conflict as a
period in which the country be-
came more united, more aware,
and better prepared to confront
future challenges.

The remarks by the three of-
ficials reflected a common
message on the anniversary of
the conflict: that national unity,
public resistance, and military
preparedness played a decisive
role in confronting the aggres-
sion and shaping its outcome.

Iran to replace air defense assets damaged during conflict,
senior commander says

From page 1 » He stated that the coun-
try’s air defense capabilities have been built
through indigenous research and develop-
ment efforts and sustained cooperation be-
tween the armed forces, defense industries,
and national scientific institutions. While
acknowledging the existence of operational
challenges, Elhami said ongoing moderniza-
tion programs are aimed at addressing ca-
pability requirements and enhancing force
readiness.

The commander noted that current ef-
forts are focused on both upgrading air
defense systems to counter evolving threat
environments and reconstituting capabil-
ities affected during the “Third Imposed

War” He added that damaged equipment
and systems would be replaced in the short-
est possible timeframe.

According to Elhami, reliance on domes-
tically designed and manufactured systems
provides the Air Defense Force with the abil-
ity to independently modernize, upgrade,
and scale production in response to oper-
ational requirements. He said indigenous
production has reduced dependence on ex-
ternal suppliers and increased the force’s
flexibility in adapting to emerging threats.

Elhami also highlighted the role of Iran’s
knowledge-based enterprises and research
institutions in supporting defense inno-

vation, stating that cooperation with the
country’s scientific sector remains a key
component of efforts to enhance air defense
capabilities and expand production capacity.

Iran’s strategic leverage forced a shift in US approach: analyst

TEHRAN - Prominent Pal-
estinian analyst and edi-
tor-in-chief of Rai Al-Youm,
Abdel Bari Atwan, has argued
that Iran’s strategic leverage
and military deterrence played
a decisive role in shaping recent
developments surrounding a
potential agreement between
Tehran and Washington.

In an editorial, Atwan revealed
that US President Donald Trump
ultimately concluded that victo-
ry against Iran was unattainable
after more than 100 days of con-
flict triggered by ‘Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s efforts to draw the United
States into war’ According to
Atwan, the growing risk of fail-
ure outweighed any prospect of
success, prompting Washington
to seek a political settlement.

He asserted that the proposed
framework under discussion
would pave the way for a cease-
fire, prevent the expansion of a
broader regional war of attri-
tion, and recognize Iran’s and
Oman’s authority over the Strait
of Hormuz. Atwan argued that
such developments reflect stra-
tegic realities that Washington
can no longer ignore.

The veteran commentator
further contended that Trump
had been misled by Netanya-
hu regarding the prospects of
the conflict and is now com-
pelled to negotiate with the
Islamic Republic—an outcome
that contrasts with the original
objectives of the war. He also
suggested that any ceasefire
arrangement would need to
encompass multiple regional

fronts, including Lebanon, in line
with Tehran’s position.

According to Atwan, postpon-
ing decisions on contentious is-
sues, particularly Iran’s nuclear
program, and referring them to
future negotiations, alongside
the gradual easing of sanctions
and the release of frozen Ira-
nian assets, would represent
significant gains for Tehran. He
attributed these developments
to ‘Iran’s calculated diplomacy,
coupled with its ability to estab-
lish credible military deterrence
against potential US or Israeli
action in and around the Strait
of Hormuz.

Atwan noted that Iran had
spent a few years negotiating
with the United States and Eu-
ropean countries over its nu-

clear program without making
concessions on key issues, in-
cluding uranium enrichment. He
argued that Tehran entered the
confrontation with several stra-
tegic advantages, including its
nuclear capabilities, indigenous
missile and drone programs,
and the unity of regional resis-
tance fronts.

Concluding his analysis, At-
wan maintained that regard-
less of the ultimate fate of any
agreement, the conflict had ex-
posed strategic miscalculations
by Washington and Tel Aviv. He
argued that future political de-
velopments, including upcom-
ing US elections, would provide
a clearer assessment of the con-
sequences of those decisions.

Obama says US can’t bully or bomb its way to a deal with Iran

TEHRAN - Former US President Barack
Obama says the troubled progress of nego-
tiations with Iran is a reminder that Wash-
ington cannot “just bully our way or bomb
our way to solutions,” arguing that diplo-
macy remains the only viable path toward
resolving disputes with Tehran.

In excerpts from an interview released on
ABC News’ This Week, Obama said the slow
pace of efforts to reach a new agreement
with Iran underscores the limits of coercion
and military force.

“The troubled progress of these negoti-
ations is a reminder that we can’t just bul-
ly our way or bomb our way to solutions,’
Obama said. “You'd think we would have
learned that lesson by now.”

His remarks amount to a rare acknowl-

edgment by a former US president that de-
cades of pressure, sanctions, and military
threats against Iran have failed to produce
the results sought by Washington.

Obama also said it is unrealistic to expect
that any future agreement with Iran would
be significantly better than the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the land-
mark 2015 nuclear deal reached during his
administration.

“It is doubtful that any agreement that
arises is going to be significantly different
or a significant improvement from the deal
that we had in the first place,” he said.

The former president defended the JCPOA,
noting that it functioned effectively until
the United States abandoned it. “Our deal
worked for a long stretch of time before the
United States pulled out of it,” Obama said.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

All political groups must adhere to Leader’s decisions, president says

From page 1 » The president
said successfully navigating
current challenges requires co-
operation among all branches
of governance, strengthening
social capital, and avoiding po-
litical polarization. He identi-
fied improving living standards,
supporting domestic produc-

tion and industry, combating
corruption, expanding ties with
neighboring countries, enhanc-
ing national resilience, and sup-
porting the Armed Forces as key
government priorities.

Addressing  foreign  poli-
cy and ongoing negotiations,
Pezeshkian emphasized the

government’s full commitment
to decisions of the Supreme Na-
tional Security Council and the
guidance of the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution. He said stra-
tegic national decisions must be
made through established legal
mechanisms and that all po-
litical factions should consider

themselves bound by those de-
cisions.

The president added that the
administration remains com-
mitted to safeguarding nation-
al interests and sovereignty
while pursuing economic relief,
regional engagement, and sus-
tainable development.



Israel renews strikes

on Beirut with US green light

Iran’s top negotiator has warned Donald Trump that the “good cop, bad cop” approach is outdated,
as Axios said Israeli military notified CENTCOM shortly before striking the Dahiyeh district

TEHRAN - Israel renewed
deadly airstrikes in the south-
ern suburbs of Lebanon’s capital,
Beirut, on Sunday, as Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu's gov-
ernment attempts to gloss over
its “strategic” defeat and “isola-
tion” in the war on Iran.

Several people were killed in
the attacks that targeted the
Dahiyeh district. The Israeli mili-
tary claimed it struck a Hezbollah
base after the resistance group
fired drones toward Israel.

The strikes are a clear violation
of the ceasefire between Tehran
and Washington on April 8, which
paused the joint US-Israeli war
on Iran. As confirmed by Paki-
stani Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, the truce that followed
39 days of war entailed halting
Israeli attacks on Lebanon.

On June 7, Israel also bombed
the Dahiyeh district, which was
met with Iranian retaliation. Ira-
nian armed forces struck strate-
gic and military sites in Israel in
response to the attacks in south-
ern Beirut, warning of “much
more intense and crushing mea-
sures than before” if the Net-
anyahu government continues
its acts of aggression.

The announcement of a yet-
to-be-finalized memorandum of
understanding between Iran and
the United States was expected
to halt Israeli strikes in Lebanon.
Based on the 14-point MoU that
is set to pave the way for per-
manently ending the February
28 US-Israeli aggression against
Iran, Tel Aviv must stop attacking
Lebanon.

However, fresh attacks sug-
gest that Israel is seeking to sab-
otage that agreement.

Iranian officials have renewed
warnings over Israel’s latest es-
calation.

=7
“The  Zionist  aggression
against Dahiyeh once again
showed that the United States
either lacks the will to fulfill its
commitments or is incapable of
doing so,” Mohammad Bager Qa-
libaf, Iran’s parliament speaker
and top negotiator in talks with
Washington, said in a post on X.

“By giving the green light to
the regime, you cannot extract
concessions. The game of bad
cop and good cop is outdated.
If you lack the will and ability to
fulfill your commitments, speak-
ing of continuing the path is not
possible,” Qalibaf added.

President Donald Trump has
adopted a contradictory stance
regarding a peace deal with Iran
as well as Israel’s strikes in Leb-
anon.

Trump has often tried to dis-
tance himself from Israeli mili-
tary operations in Lebanon. How-
ever, Iranian officials say Israel
does not attack Lebanon without
approval from Washington.

Following Sunday’s Israeli
strikes, Trump wrote on Truth
Social that the attacks “should
not have happened.”

Axios, however, reported that
Israel notified CENTCOM about

its strike in the Dahiyeh district
shortly before the attack, which
corroborates Iran’s narrative.

The US president needs a deal
with Iran to exit what many ex-
perts describe as a quagmire,
which has contributed to rising
energy prices and inflation in
the United States, in addition
to pushing his popularity to
near-record lows.

Nonetheless, Israel's contin-
ued adventurism in Lebanon will
further hamper Trump’s efforts
to extricate himself from the
conflict with Iran.

A recent report by Israel Hay-
om has described the war with
Iran as a “strategic loss” for Isra-
el. It said the war has weakened
Israel, while Iran has emerged
stronger from the conflict.

“This is the direct result of
flawed management, mixed with
wishful thinking, at the strategic
level,” the Israeli outlet wrote.

Israel Hayom said Israel has
failed to carry out regime change
in Iran, remove hundreds of high-
ly enriched uranium stockpiles,
dismantle Iran’s missile program,
or bring an end to Iran’s support
for Hezbollah.

Amid Israel’s failed military

strategy against Iran, its latest
escalation against Lebanon has
raised serious questions. First
and foremost, it is evident that
Netanyahu leaves no stone un-
turned in attempting to derail
talks between Tehran and Wash-
ington.

A possible scenario is that
Netanyahu ordered his army to
attack Lebanon and, in response
to a possible Iranian military re-
taliation, escalate the situation
further. A fresh round of conflict
could dissuade Iran from signing
the MoU with the US. In this way,
he could also embolden Trump
once again to renew confronta-
tion with Iran.

But based on acknowledg-
ments in Israeli media and com-
ments from American officials
speaking to US media, continued
conflict would work to the det-
riment of Washington, although
it could benefit Netanyahu de-
spite Israel’s strategic setbacks
against Iran.

This is because a permanent
state of conflict could help sus-
tain Netanyahu's political surviv-
al as he faces corruption charges
and criticism from rivals who
accuse him of turning Israel into
Washington’s “vassal state”

The lIsraeli strikes on Beirut
highlight the gap between diplo-
macy and events on the ground.
From Tehran’s perspective, as
reflected in Qalibaf’s remarks,
the attacks reinforce doubts
about the United States’ abili-
ty—or willingness—to restrain
Israel during sensitive negoti-
ations, raising questions about
the credibility of Washington’s
commitments. This suggests
that even if talks with Iran move
forward, Israeli military actions
can still undermine the process
and cast doubt on the reliability
of the diplomatic track.

B Commander says Israeli strikes on
Beirut’s Dahieh will not go unanswered

A senior Iranian military official said re-
cent Israeli attacks on Beirut's southern
suburb of Dahieh will not go unanswered.

Brigadier General Mohammad Jafar Asa-
di, Deputy of Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya Cen-
tral Headquarters, condemned the latest
strikes, which reportedly caused extensive
material damage in the area.

Referring to the attacks, Asadi stated that
those responsible would face consequences,
stressing that “these crimes will certainly be
answered.”

m Qalibaf says diplomatic progress de-
pends on US ability to curb Israeli actions

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf warned that the future of
the current diplomatic process depends on
Washington’s willingness and ability to re-
strain Israel and honor its commitments. In
a post on X following Israel’s latest strike on
Beirut’s southern suburb, Qalibaf said the
attack demonstrated that the United States
either lacks the will or the capability to en-
force its obligations. He argued that conces-
sions cannot be secured while giving Israel a
“green light” and cautioned that diplomatic
progress would be impossible without cred-
ible commitments.

M ELBaradei questions claim of superiority
for potential new Iran deal

Former Director General of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency, Mohamed El-
Baradei, has criticized US President Donald
Trump’s efforts to portray a potential agree-
ment with Iran as superior to the 2015 nu-
clear deal, arguing that it appears largely to
restore the pre-crisis status quo.

In a post on X, ElBaradei said Trump was
“desperately” trying to distinguish the pro-
spective agreement from the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), while over-
looking the human, economic, and political
costs incurred during the intervening period.
He also warned that negotiating with Iran
under the threat of military action or nuclear
coercion would only deepen insecurity and

LATEST NEWS

mistrust, potentially encouraging nuclear
proliferation rather than preventing it.

HlIran border security at highest level
ahead of Arbaeen: commander

Iran’s Border Guard commander, Briga-
dier General Ali-Akbar Javidan, said security
along the country’s borders is at its highest
level, with forces maintaining full opera-
tional readiness, particularly on the western
frontier.

Speaking during an inspection visit to
border areas in Kermanshah Province on
Sunday, Javidan said border security has
been ensured through close coordination
with other branches of the Armed Forces.
He also highlighted preparations for the
upcoming Arbaeen pilgrimage and warned
that any attempt by terrorist groups or se-
curity-threatening elements to disrupt sta-
bility would be met with a firm and decisive
response.

m Araghchi: Regional security requires
Iran’s participation

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi said lasting regional security cannot
be achieved by excluding Iran, arguing that
recent developments have underscored the
need for cooperation among all regional
states. Speaking at a meeting with social
activists on Sunday, Araghchi said Iran’s
strength stems not only from its military
capabilities but also from national unity and
public resilience. He added that the recent
conflict demonstrated that regional stabili-
ty, security, and economic development re-
quire collective participation and recognition
of the interests of all countries in the region.

mlran says spy suspect, terror cell
detained in operations

Iran’s Intelligence Ministry announced the
arrest of a suspected spy, the dismantling of
a four-member terrorist cell, and the deten-
tion of 126 individuals accused of involve-
ment in unrest-related activities during the
recent conflict. In a statement on Sunday,
the ministry said a suspect linked to an op-
erative associated with Israel was arrested
in western Iran while allegedly attempting

to access sensitive government data. Au-
thorities also reported seizing weapons and
ammunition during operations against a
terrorist cell in southeastern Iran.

m Questions mount for Netanyahu as
prospective US-Iran deal nears

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu is facing growing scrutiny over devel-
opments related to Iran and Lebanon as a
potential agreement between Tehran and
Washington appears to be drawing closer,
according to media reports.

Al Jazeera correspondent Nida Ibrahim in
Ramallah, West Bank, said the Lebanon issue
has become part of the broader discussions
surrounding the US-Iran diplomatic track.
She added that US President Donald Trump
is also aware that Washington has failed to
achieve its strategic objectives in Lebanon, a
factor that could influence ongoing efforts
to advance a negotiated understanding with
Iran.

M Iran warning against ‘miscalculations’
with Israel

The spokesman for the Iranian parlia-
ment’s National Security Commission has
warned against pursuing a deal with the
United States without first restraining Israel
following its attack on Beirut.

“One must not fall into a miscalculation.
Even if you seek agreement or understand-
ing, its path is punishing the Zionist regime.
If this rabid dog is not controlled, the ink of
an agreement not yet dry will bite our own
foot,” Ebrahim Rezaei wrote on X.

m Iranian media says deal not imminent

Iran’s Fars news agency, citing a source
close to the negotiating team, is reporting
that Iranian officials were discussing the
ceasefire points with the Qatari mediators
in Tehran.

The report added that the deal is yet to be
finalized and “no agreement will definitely
be signed at the time Trump announced”.

The comments were made to the agency

prior to Israel’s deadly attacks on Lebanon’s
southern suburbs today.
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Surrender or war: The only options
Washington contemplates

By Xavier Villar

MADRID - There is a reading that circulates
comfortably in certain political circles, re-
appearing punctually each time Washington
changes occupant: the conviction that Ameri-
can hostility toward Iran is, at bottom, a matter
of persons. That with the right interlocutor, the
correct economic offer, the timely diplomatic
gesture, the conflict could be resolved.

This reading found its ideal candidate in
Trump, the businessman who would close deals
where politicians had failed, and has proved not
merely incorrect but structurally incapable of
grasping what is actually occurring. The prob-
lem does not reside in any president’s psychol-
ogy, nor in the negotiating skills of any delega-
tion. It resides in the place Iran occupies within
the logic of a contracting imperial power, and in
the kind of order that power has spent decades
attempting to impose: an order that does not
simply regulate relations between states, but
organizes the very conditions under which cer-
tain actors may or may not present themselves
as legitimate political subjects.

To understand why 47 years of negotiations
have produced no durable agreement, and why
the offensive of January 2026 is not an anom-
aly but a continuation, one must move from
the register of conjuncture to that of historical
structure.

The hegemonic powers of history, at their
moments of greatest solidity, have rarely
needed to resort systematically to direct oc-
cupation. Their power operates through less
visible and considerably more effective mech-
anisms: currency, credit, trade treaties, depen-
dent local elites, and international institutions
that process particular interests as if they were
universal ones. Violence exists, but is prefera-
bly covert, delegated, plausibly deniable. What
distinguishes this mode of domination is not
the absence of coercion but its naturalization:
hierarchy reproduces itself because it appears
as spontaneous order rather than imposition.
This order has, however, a precise architecture.
It rests not only on economics or military force,
but on the production of a knowledge that le-
gitimizes it and a classification of the world
that determines which actors are capable of
governing themselves, which political forms
merit recognition, and which populations
belong by their very nature to the sphere of
tutored subjects rather than sovereign inter-
locutors. This classificatory operation is the
condition of possibility of imperial domination
in its hegemonic phase: there is no need to oc-
cupy a territory if its elites have internalized
the center’s criteria of legitimacy and aspire to
be recognized by it.

Victorian Britain illustrates this logic with a
clarity that has not been sufficiently acknowl-
edged. Between 1815 and the 1870s, London
did not need to plant its flag in every territory
to controlit. Control of ports, trade routes, debt
and maritime security was sufficient. What
made that informal empire possible was not
only naval power or industrial superiority, but
the efficacy with which British liberal thought
had managed to present its particular inter-
ests, free trade, private property, sovereign
debt, parliamentarism, as the general interests
of humanity as a whole. Whoever resisted that
order did not resist Britain; they resisted prog-
ress. The coloniality of knowledge, the deter-
mination of which knowledges, political forms
and modes of being are legitimate and which
are not, was the true engine of empire at its
moment of fullness.

What changed after 1870 was not the will to
dominate but the capacity to do so from the
shadows. When economic superiority ceased
to be self-evident, the ideological scaffolding
sustaining it began to crack. The occupation
of Egypt in 1882, the partition of Africa, the
Boer War: each episode marks the moment
when an order that had previously reproduced
itself silently demanded to be imposed by vis-
ible means. The transition from hegemony to
coercive domination is not merely a change
of instruments; it is a change in the nature of
violence itself. In the hegemonic phase, im-
perial violence acts primarily on the being of
dominated societies, reorganising their ways
of knowing themselves, their criteria of value,
and their political aspirations. It does not an-
nounce itself as violence because it presents
itself as education, as opening, as incorpora-
tion into civilized order. When that diffuse vi-
olence ceases to produce the required effects,
when dominated societies begin to articulate

demands the existing order cannot process
without questioning itself, the imperial power
resorts to violence of another register: one that
acts directly on bodies, territories and institu-
tions. The occupation of Cairo in 1882 was not
a demonstration of strength; it was the admis-
sion that the order Britain had presented as
universal could only be maintained by military
presence.

The American trajectory reproduces this se-
quence. After 1945, Washington constructed its
hegemony on instruments that avoided formal
colonization while reproducing its internal log-
ic precisely. The dollar as world reserve curren-
¢y, Bretton Woods, the IMF, the World Bank, the
network of military bases, and covert action
when necessary: each mechanism operated
simultaneously as an instrument of power and
a device of classification, determining which
economies were viable, which governments le-
gitimate, which development models rational.

The coups of 1953 in Iran, 1954 in Guatemala,
1973 in Chile were not simply interventions in
the internal politics of other states; they were
the violent reaffirmation of the limits within
which sovereignty could be exercised without
consequences. The universality proclaimed al-
ways contained an undeclared exception, and
that exception was precisely the order doing
the proclaiming. When Bretton Woods col-
lapsed, when the oil shocks and stagflation
eroded American economic dominance, what
was being consumed was not only a set of fi-
nancial arrangements but the capacity of the
American order to present itself as the natural
horizon of modernity. When the knowledge le-
gitimizing hegemony loses credibility, hegemo-
ny itself begins to depend on other resources.
The Carter Doctrine of 1980, the televised war
of 1991, the occupation of Iraq in 2003: the arc
from the CIA operation that deposed Mosad-
degh to the deployment of hundreds of thou-
sands of soldiers on Baghdad is the arc of an
order that has progressively lost its capacity to
reproduce itself through knowledge, econom-
ic mechanisms and elite consent, and is com-
pelled, consequently, to sustain itself through
increasingly ostentatious direct violence.

Iran is not a peripheral problem Washington
has managed badly through tactical insuffi-
ciency. It is the point where several of the de-
clining imperial power’s central anxieties con-
verge: the Strait of Hormuz, the Persian Gulf
security architecture, the credibility of guaran-
tees to Saudi Arabia and Israel, and the contain-
ment of China and Russia. But Iran’s centrality
is not exclusively geopolitical. Since 1979, the
Islamic Republic has represented something
the imperial order finds genuinely disturbing:
a political formation sustained by its own ge-
nealogy, which does not seek to legitimate it-
self in the terms of Western universalism, and
which has survived nearly five decades outside
the perimeter of conformity Washington con-
siders the world’s natural horizon. In the logic
of imperial order, an actor that exists and per-
sists in that position does not represent merely
a strategic challenge; it represents an anomaly
that questions the universality of the order it-
self, demonstrating that exit from that order is
possible. That demonstration is what proves
intolerable, beyond any specific dossier.

This is the structural reason why the nuclear
question, the missiles, regional policy, and Per-
sian Gulf security have functioned for decades
as successive pretexts without any of them
exhausting the underlying problem. The agree-
ment Washington can offer is precisely the
one Iran cannot accept without renouncing its
condition as a political subject with interests
of its own. A declining power does not grow
more moderate as it loses ground; it frequently
grows more erratic and more exhibitionistic in
the use of force, because force is what remains
when the mechanisms of soft hegemony cease
to produce their effects. The attack on Iran in
January 2026 does not express the confidence
of a power in control of its environment; it ex-
presses the anxiety of one that has ceased to be
able to govern invisibly. Ostentatious brutality
is, in the history of empires, one of the most re-
liable symptoms of fragility. The promise and
the result do not contradict each other: they
are two moments of the same system, the first
addressed to domestic politics, the second to
the management of world order. That both can
coexist without the contradiction proving in-
supportable is precisely a measure of how far
the naturalization of war as an ordinary instru-
ment of government has advanced.
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Iran, Russia to cooperate in implementing

BRICS grain exchange

TEHRAN- Iranian Minister of Agriculture, refer-
ring to the necessity of developing cooperation in
maritime transport and utilizing the port capac-
ities of Iran and Russia, said: “Implementing the
‘BRICS Grain Exchange’ requires the support and
backing of Russia as a BRICS member country,
neighbor, and strategic partner.”

According to IRNA from the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Gholamreza Nouri Ghezeljeh on Saturday, on
the sidelines of the BRICS agriculture ministers’
meeting in Indore, India, met with Russia’s Deputy
Minister of Agriculture and emphasized the need
to expand bilateral cooperation in agricultural
trade and exchanges, as well as implementing
joint projects within the BRICS framework.

In this meeting, the Minister of Agriculture ex-
pressed gratitude for the positions of the Russian
government and high-ranking officials, especially
their support and condolences regarding recent
aggressions against Iran.

He also thanked Russia for supporting Iran’s
positions during the BRICS agricultural negoti-
ations and the cooperation of the two countries
in drafting the final statement of the meeting,
saying: “l appreciate Russia’'s accompaniment and
support in advancing the innovative ‘BRICS Grain
Exchange’ project”

Nouri Ghezeljeh, emphasizing the importance
of continued Iran-Russia cooperation in the sup-
ply of basic commodities, said: “Cooperation be-
tween the two countries in supplying basic com-
modities must be strengthened, and potential
financial and banking obstacles between the two
countries must be removed.”

BRICS Grain Exchange and development of
port cooperation

The Minister of Agriculture further emphasized
the need to create effective financial and banking
mechanisms to facilitate agricultural trade and
supply of basic commodities, adding: “The central
banks of the two countries should play a more ac-
tive role in facilitating payments and commercial
exchanges and supporting entrepreneurs. To this
end, technical and financial cooperation between
the relevant bodies of the two countries to facili-
tate trade in agricultural products and basic com-
modities must be pursued more seriously.”

Referring to the necessity of developing co-
operation in maritime transport and utilizing the
port capacities of the two countries, he said: “Im-
plementing the BRICS Grain Exchange requires
the support and backing of Russia as a BRICS
member country, neighbor, and strategic partner.”

Development of Russia-Iran agricultural co-
operation within BRICS framework

In this meeting, Nouri Ghezeljeh, welcoming
Iran’s active role in the BRICS Grain Exchange
initiative, emphasized his country’s readiness
for closer cooperation in grain trade and devel-
opment of joint mechanisms within the BRICS
framework.

He emphasized the development of bilateral
cooperation with Iran and the implementation of
joint projects within the BRICS framework, say-
ing: “We welcome Iran’s active role in the BRICS
Grain Exchange initiative and we are fully pre-
pared for closer cooperation in grain trade and
development of joint mechanisms within the
BRICS framework”

The Russian Deputy Minister of Agriculture,
stressing the importance of strategic relations
between Tehran and Moscow, announced: “His
country is ready to expand its agricultural coop-
eration with Iran both within the BRICS frame-
work and bilaterally.”

He stated: “Russia is ready to develop the uti-
lization of port capacities and maritime transport
lines and facilitate the export and import of agri-
cultural products.”

The Russian Deputy Minister of Agriculture,
emphasizing the need to develop cooperation be-
tween Iranian and Russian companies, said: “We
will try to remove logistical cooperation obstacles
in transport corridors and increase the volume of
agricultural trade between the two countries””

In this meeting, the two sides emphasized the
continuation of consultations and strengthen-
ing of economic and agricultural cooperation
between the two countries and agreed that
technical and financial cooperation between the
relevant bodies of the two countries to facilitate
trade in agricultural products and basic commod-
ities should be pursued more seriously.

The BRICS member countries’ agriculture min-
isters’ meeting was held for two days (June 12-13)
in Indore city, Madhya Pradesh state, India.

In February, Customs delegations from Iran

and Russia met in Tehran to expand training co-
operation and facilitate customs clearance and

The meeting was held within the framework of
the mutual administrative assistance agreement
in customs matters between the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA) and the
Federal Customs Service of Russia.

Hassan Alidousti, acting deputy for planning
and international affairs at IRICA, along with se-
nior managers and representatives from special-
ized offices, attended the talks.

Discussions focused on strengthening existing
interactions, advancing educational cooperation
and simplifying customs formalities and over-
sight mechanisms to support bilateral trade.

The two sides also held technical consultations
on enhancing operational coordination and draft-
ing a practical roadmap to further develop cus-
toms cooperation, following periodic meetings of
the heads of customs administrations and prior
expert-level negotiations.

In an exclusive interview with the Tehran Times
on February 17, Russian Energy Minister Sergey
Tsivilyov underscored Moscow’s dedication to ex-
panding trade and energy cooperation with Iran.
The remarks came before the conclusion of the
19th meeting of the Iran-Russia Joint Economic
Committee, which was hosted by Terran.

Meanwhile, on June 11, Iran and Russia signed
a tourism cooperation action plan covering the
period from 2026 to 2028 during the sixth Inter-
national Tourism Forum that was held from June
10 to 12 in Moscow.

The agreement was signed by Hojatollah
Ayyoubi, senior adviser to Iran’s minister of cul-
tural heritage, tourism and handicrafts and head
of the ministry’s center for international affairs
and diplomacy, and Dmitry Vakhrukov, Russia’s
deputy minister of economic development, fol-
lowing bilateral talks between the two sides, Tas-
nim news agency reported on Friday.

According to the officials, the three-year road-
map is aimed at addressing obstacles to tourism
cooperation, implementing previous agreements
and reviving the joint tourism committee be-
tween the two countries.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Ayyoubi said
discussions with Russia’s deputy ministers of
economic development and culture had created
favorable conditions for expanding cooperation in
tourism and cultural fields.

“Iran and Russia, through the signing of this co-
operation roadmap, seek to remove obstacles to
the implementation of previous agreements and
open a new chapter in bilateral tourism coopera-
tion,” Ayyoubi said.

He added that both countries possess signif-
icant tourism resources and that Russian offi-
cials had demonstrated a strong willingness to
expand tourism ties despite what he described
as a historical delay in the development of travel
exchanges between the two nations.

Vakhrukov, for his part, said the memorandum
constituted the latest operational plan guiding
tourism cooperation between Iran and Russia
over the next three years and addressed key is-
sues related to bilateral tourism exchanges.

He said the agreement focuses on measures
to facilitate travel by Russian tourists to Iran and
Iranian tourists to Russia, including improve-
ments in payment systems, visa procedures and
flight connectivity.

“With the signing of this memorandum, we now
know exactly what steps need to be taken to de-
velop tourism relations with Iran,” Vakhrukov said.
He added that Russia was prepared for tourism
flows between the two countries to increase once
regional conditions stabilize.

The agreement was signed at the conclusion
of bilateral negotiations between the Iranian and
Russian delegations.

During the meeting, both sides stressed the
importance of facilitating financial transactions
for travelers and called for the full implementa-
tion of existing monetary agreements between
the two countries. They also emphasized enabling
tourists to make payments using bank cards con-
nected to Iran’s Shetab network and Russia’s Mir
payment system.

War on Iran fuels inflation shock, slows
European growth as ECB raises rates

TEHRAN- The economic conse-
quences of the ongoing US.-Israel
conflict with Iran are spreading far
beyond the West Asia, triggering
inflationary pressures, weakening
growth prospects, and forcing cen-
tral banks to take defensive mea-
sures.

According to data and reporting
published by CNBC, the European
Central Bank (ECB) has raised its
key interest rate by 0.25 percent-
age points to 2.25% in response to
mounting inflation risks linked to
the war.

The ECB said the conflict has
significantly altered the economic
outlook for the euro area, primar-
ily through soaring energy costs
caused by disruptions to global oil
and gas supplies. The war, which
has passed the 100-day mark,
has contributed to a severe ener-
gy shock following damage to re-
gional energy infrastructure and
disruptions to shipping routes, in-
cluding the strategically important

Strait of Hormuz.

As a result, the ECB revised its
inflation forecasts upward. The
central bank now expects eurozone
inflation to average 3% in 2026,
well above its long-term target of
2%, before gradually easing in sub-
sequent years. Higher energy pric-
es are expected to ripple through
the broader economy, increasing
the cost of food, consumer goods,
transportation, and services.

Y

At the same time, the ECB lowered
its economic growth projections, re-
flecting concerns that the conflict
will continue to undermine consum-
er confidence, reduce real incomes,
and disrupt commodity markets.
Growth in the euro area is now fore-
cast to reach only 0.8% in 2026,
highlighting the growing economic
strain facing European households
and businesses.

ECB President Christine Lagarde

warned that the outlook remains
highly uncertain, with risks tilted
toward higher inflation and weaker
growth. She noted that the ultimate
impact of the conflict will depend on
the duration and severity of the en-
ergy price shock and its secondary
effects across the economy.

According to CNBC, eurozone in-
flation rose to 3.2% in May, driven
largely by rising energy costs, while
economic growth in the first quar-
ter was just 0.1%. Analysts view the
ECB’s decision as a sign that policy-
makers are increasingly concerned
about the inflationary consequences
of the conflict. Economists at major
financial institutions have suggest-
ed that further rate increases may
follow if price pressures persist.

The developments underscore
how the war is creating economic
challenges far beyond the battle-
field, threatening growth, raising
living costs, and increasing financial
uncertainty across Europe and the
global economy.

New well of South Pars phase 11 enters production cycle

TEHRAN- The CEO of Pars Oil and Gas Compa-
ny announced the entry of the eleventh well of
platform B of phase 11 of South Pars gas field
(SPD11B) into the production cycle.

According to Mehr News Agency, quoting Pars
Oil and Gas Company, Touraj Dehghani, CEO of
Pars Qil and Gas Company, referring to the con-
tinuation of the development plan of South Pars
phase 11, stated: The eleventh well of platform B
of phase 11 of South Pars gas field (SPD11B), after
successful completion, flow testing, acidizing,
and connection to the relevant platform, has en-
tered the production cycle and is now producing
gas steadily.

He added: This well adds about 2.5 million
cubic meters per day to the gas production ca-
pacity of phase 11 and plays an important role in
increasing extraction from the border section of
the joint South Pars field.

The CEO of Pars Oil and Gas Company, stating
that the daily production of phase 11 has now
surpassed 26 million cubic meters of rich gas,

said: The development of this phase in recent
years has been pursued with a focus on complet-
ing production capacity and accelerating drilling
and well completion activities, and its results
can be seen today in increased production and
sustainable extraction from this strategic sec-
tion of the South Pars field.

Dehghani continued: Increasing production
from phase 11, in addition to helping ensure a
stable supply of feed for the South Pars refin-
eries, is also of special importance for protect-
ing joint resources and increasing the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s share of extraction from this
giant gas field. It is worth noting that South Pars
phase 11 is the last development project of the
joint South Pars field, the development of which
has been assigned to Petropars Company under
the new model of oil contracts. The daily produc-
tion of this phase has now reached more than
26 million cubic meters, indicating a production
growth of about 117 percent in less than the past
two years.

Back in January, the project manager of South

Pars phase 11 at Pars Oil and Gas Company
(POGC) said daily gas extraction from the block
has increased by more than two million cubic
meters with the completion and commissioning
of the 10th development well.

Referring to the fact that daily gas extraction
from phase 11 of South Pars was over 12 mil-
lion cubic meters in late August 2025, Keyvan
Tarighati stated: “Development of this phase has
been pursued more seriously in the 14th gov-
ernment, and now, the tenth well of the SPD11B
platform has also entered production circuit,
increasing rich gas extraction from this phase
to 24.3 cubic meters per day (equivalent to 858
million cubic feet per day), which indicates a pro-
duction increase of 100 percent”

Regarding the progress of construction stag-
es of the second jacket of Phase 11 of South Pars,
the official said the SPD11A platform jacket, the
last jacket of the 24-unit South Pars, was in-
stalled in its position in the Persian Gulf last
week, and operations for its stabilization and
installation are underway.

About 38% of petrochemical capacity returned to production cycle

TEHRAN- The Deputy Oil Minis-
ter and Managing Director of the
National Petrochemical Company,
announcing that through efforts
made, about 38 percent of the pet-
rochemical industry capacity that
had been lost or affected has re-
turned to production, said: Today,
the market for polymer and plastic
products has reached relative sta-
bility, and even for some products,
in the current situation, production
exceeds domestic demand.

According to IRNA's report from
the Oil Ministry, Hassan Abbasza-
deh, referring to the damage inflict-
ed on the petrochemical industry in
the attacks by the American-Zionist
enemy during the third imposed
war, stated: First, we must honor
the memory of six of our dear col-
leagues who were martyred during
this war.

Referring to the fact that part of
the war damage related to gas re-
fineries, which affected part of the
petrochemical industry’s feedstock
including natural gas and gas con-
densates, he added: Some ancil-
lary facilities of the petrochemical
industry were directly attacked,
and power plants responsible for
supplying electricity and steam
to petrochemical complexes were
targeted, and part of the electricity
and steam production capacity was
affected.

The Deputy Oil Minister clarified:
Also, some production units of the
petrochemical industry were direct-
ly hit and taken out of the produc-
tion cycle.

Priority: supplying needs of
people and downstream indus-
tries

Abbaszadeh, stating that imme-
diately after these incidents, recov-
ery and reconstruction committees
began their activities, said: The goal
of these committees was maximum
use of available facilities, utilization
of scattered steam supply resourc-
es, as well as supplying electricity
from existing capacities of the oil

industry, power plants connected to
the grid, and the energy exchange,
so that petrochemical companies
could return to the production cir-
cuit as quickly as possible, with
priority given to meeting the needs
of the people and downstream in-
dustries.

Announcing that through ef-
forts made, about 38 percent of
the capacities that had been lost
or affected have returned to pro-
duction, he said: A short-term two-
month program has been defined
for the first stage of recovery, the
first phase of which will be pursued
until the end of Khordad (mid-June).
We hope that in subsequent stages,
more companies will gradually re-
turn to the production circuit.

Increasing trend of petrochemi-
cal product supply in market

The Managing Director of the
National Petrochemical Company
emphasized: All efforts are based
on supplying the needs of domestic
industries. To this end, a report for
controlling and managing the pet-
rochemical products market was
presented at this week’s meeting of
the Market Regulation Headquar-
ters chaired by the First Vice Pres-
ident.

Abbaszadeh, noting that the sup-
ply of petrochemical products has
increased in recent weeks, empha-
sized: With increased supply, the
level of competition on the com-
modity exchange has decreased,
and it is expected that with the
re-operation of some companies in
recent weeks and the supply of their
products, more calm will prevail in
the market for these products.

Emphasizing that double control
and monitoring of warehouses and
the supply of petrochemical prod-
ucts to the market is underway, he
said: The level of competition on
the exchange has decreased, and
we hope that final products will be
available to consumers at more ap-
propriate prices.

Experience of 12-day war and
preparedness for critical condi-
tions

The Deputy Oil Minister, refer-
ring to the experiences gained from
the 12-day war last year, stated:
Valuable strategies were extracted
from that period and placed on the
agenda. One of the most important
actions was determining the list of
priority products and companies
in cooperation with the Ministry of
Industry, Mine and Trade, so that
under any circumstances, it would
be possible to supply their required
raw materials through the com-
modity exchange.

Abbaszadeh continued: In addi-
tion, backup companies had been
identified for emergency situations;
meaning that if an incident occurs in
the main production areas such as
Assaluyeh or Mahshahr, other com-
plexes could take over the produc-
tion of substitute products.

Stating that before the war be-
gan, storage warehouses for many
strategic and priority products had
been anticipated inside and outside
operational areas, he clarified: Part
of these reserves were kept in pet-
rochemical warehouses and part in
consumption cities, and sufficient
reserves for several months had
been considered for each product.

Polymer and plastic market has
reached relative stability

The Deputy Oil Minister, refer-
ring to the situation of polymer
products during the war, said: The
polyethylene production chain was
not damaged during the war. How-
ever, in the early days after the
attacks, concerns arose in society
and among downstream industry
activists about the future of petro-
chemical industry production, and
a kind of turbulence was created in
the market.

Abbaszadeh, announcing that
through continuous meetings with
associations and downstream pro-
ducers and explaining the recon-

struction plans, these concerns
have been largely resolved, empha-
sized: Some complexes that were
not damaged immediately began
production, and products stored
in warehouses were offered on the
commodity exchange.

He clarified: Today, the market for
polymer and plastic products has
reached relative stability. Even for
some products, in the current situ-
ation, production exceeds domestic
demand.

Export of products surplus to
domestic market needs

The Managing Director of the
National Petrochemical Compa-
ny, stating that after the cease-
fire, temporary restrictions were
imposed on the export of some
products to fully meet domestic de-
mand, said: But now, for some prod-
ucts that have surplus production
and warehouses are full of them,
export permits have been reissued.
Of course, for products that still
face supply limitations, the export
ban remains in place.

Abbaszadeh, referring to the pro-
cess of petrochemical complexes
returning to the production circuit,
stated: In just this past week, two
major petrochemical complexes
have returned to the production
circuit. This process will continue,
and other companies will gradually
resume their activities, which will
result in greater calm in the market.

In conclusion, emphasizing that
we have made a pledge with our
colleagues to stand by the people
and for this land, he said: Many pet-
rochemical industry employees re-
mained at their workplaces despite
enemy attacks to protect produc-
tion units and national assets of the
country.

The Deputy Oil Minister recalled:
| kiss the hands of every single
colleague who stood firm in these
difficult circumstances, and | hope
we can continue to serve the people
and the country with all our might.



The ‘roaring lion’ proved to be a

whimpering mouse

A deep dive into the admissions of failure echoing across Israeli media and political echelons

By Garsha Vazirian

TEHRAN — The dust has partly
settled on the highly touted cam-
paign of aggression against Iran,
leaving the Israeli establishment
to grapple with an undeniable re-
ality.

Across political divides and me-
dia outlets, a profound consensus
has emerged within Israel. The
multi-front war designed to dis-
mantle Iranian regional integra-
tion has failed.

It has led to a resounding stra-
tegic defeat for Israel that shat-
tered decades of “security” doc-
trine. This failure is an established
fact openly conceded by Israel’s
own leadership.

The political echelon concedes
defeat

Former Prime Minister VYair
Lapid has utilized X to dismantle
the government’s manufactured
narrative of success.

Lapid bluntly stated that the
emerging diplomatic arrange-
ments achieve none of the stated
war objectives.

He stressed that the Irani-
an government has survived, its
strategic missile program remains
firmly in place, and its nuclear in-
frastructure is entirely intact.

In a stark admission of geopo-
litical isolation, Lapid posted that
Israel “was not even at the table”
when decisions concerning its
core security were finalized.

He noted that Netanyahu failed
politically and strategically to
achieve even a single self-im-
posed goal.

This sentiment permeates the
mainstream lIsraeli media spec-
trum.

The Adelson family’s conserva-
tive daily Israel Hayom published
a comprehensive concession ac-
knowledging that the campaign
ended in a resounding strategic
failure.

The publication admitted that
Tel Aviv has emerged from the
campaign weaker and more con-
strained.

According to Channel 13, the
memorandum of understanding

Hezbollah lures and ambushes Isr

From page 1 » The fighters set
up an ambush and engaged the
force - using light and medium
weapons as well as rocket-pro-
pelled munitions - in a fierce bat-
tle that lasted for two hours. The
clash resulted in the destruction
of several accompanying Israeli
military vehicles, which caught
fire.

At the same time, IOF troop
concentrations on the southern
and southeastern outskirts of
Majdal Zoun were targeted with
three successive rocket barrages.

In the southern town of
Kfartebnit, Hezbollah detected
an IOF infantry unit attempting
to infiltrate after midnight under
artillery and smoke cover via the
Amoun-Zaffata road. The unit
was lured into a pre-prepared
kill zone, where explosive devices
were detonated and fighters en-
gaged the troops, forcing the unit
to withdraw.

The Lebanese resistance move-
ment’s operations also included
targeting the occupying regime’s
military command center near
the town of Yahmar al-Shagqif with
an Ababil attack drone, as well
as striking an advanced Nemera
military vehicle and a group of IOF
soldiers inside a building in the
town of Khiam.

Since March 2, the IOF has
struggled to occupy Khiam in the
face of fierce resistance.

Hezbollah FPV attack drones
also struck a newly established
IOF artillery position in the border
town of Adaisseh, while a concen-
tration of Israeli military vehicles

between Iran and the US. ex-
cludes measures Tel Aviv sought
for years, including the disman-
tlement of nuclear infrastructure
and restrictions on ballistic mis-
siles.

‘Begida’ characterizations

A central pillar of this defeat is
the alleged collapse of Israeli in-
fluence over its primary benefac-
tor.

The mood in Tel Aviv is defined
by shock and a deep sense of al-
leged abandonment by the United
States.

Analysts and officials have re-
peatedly used variations of the
Hebrew root for betrayal, “begida,’
to characterize the understand-
ings.

Speaking anonymously to Ye-
dioth Ahronoth, a senior official
supposedly stated that the politi-
cal echelon felt “completely blind-
sided”

The official lamented that
Trump “deceived” them, leaving
Israel to bear the consequences
without any ability to influence the
unfolding events

The source also said that Iran
would emerge stronger. “Tehran
got everything it wanted while
Israel will be forced to invest
enormous sums in interceptor

in Jdeidet Marjayoun was shelled
with a rocket barrage.

Furthermore, Hezbollah's air
force also engaged another IOF
Hermes 450 Zik drone over the
Iglim al-Tuffah region using a sur-
face-to-air missile, forcing it to
retreat.

Earlier, the formidable resis-
tance movement announced that
it had targeted a newly estab-
lished IOF position in the town of
Maroun al-Ras with a rocket bar-
rage.

In another major development,
Hezbollah released a footage doc-
umenting the targeting of an IOF
Heron 1drone flying at an altitude
of seven kilometers over Leba-
nese airspace in the Bekaa Valley.

This follows Hezbollah's an-
nouncement two days earlier that
it had shot down the regime’s
Heron 1 drone over the skies of
the Nahleh area in the Bekaa Val-
ley using a “specialized” missile.
The operation comes within the
framework of confronting ongo-
ing |OF violations and incursions
into Lebanese airspace.

On Saturday, Hezbollah also
announced a series of operations
targeting I0F military positions,
vehicles, and troop concentra-
tions in southern Lebanon.

The Lebanese resistance struck
a newly established IOF site in
the town of Maroun al-Ras with a
rocket barrage. It also stated that
a concentration of IOF vehicles
and soldiers west of the newly es-
tablished Blat position was hit by
a swarm of attack drones.

Another rocket barrage at-

missiles,” the official supposedly
noted.

Mark Dubowitz, a prominent
anti-lran Zionist operative, also
expressed outrage on social media
over the supposed “massive fi-
nancial windfall awaiting Tehran”

He noted on X that despite po-
litical rhetoric claiming no direct
cash will be handed over, the re-
ality includes “massive oil waivers
and the unfreezing of billions in
frozen assets.”

‘Geopolitical judo’ and the
resistance

Meanwhile, the Axis of Resis-
tance, which the Israelis have
dubbed “the ring of fire,” remains
unbroken.

Israeli experts concede that
while tactical blows were traded,
the structural integrity of the Axis
of Resistance survived.

Israeli combat engineering units
have reportedly alleged massive
subterranean military networks
constructed across Gaza and
southern Lebanon.

Intelligence briefs reportedly
concede that the incoming finan-
cial influx will directly fund the
reconstruction of these under-
ground fortresses, making them
deeper and heavily fortified.

The overarching strategic disas-

o

tacked a gathering of I0F vehicles
and soldiers on the southwestern
outskirts of Majdal Zoun.

The resistance movement un-
derlined that these retaliatory op-
erations are part of the ongoing
defense of Lebanon and its people
based on the legitimate right to
resist occupation, liberate terri-
tory, and respond to violations of
the declared ceasefire agreement.

Hezbollah continues to con-
front the IDF ground invasions
and airstrikes against Lebanese
villages, particularly in the south,
which have resulted in casualties
among the civilians and the Leb-
anese Army.

These operations come ahead
of the resumption of U.S.-medi-
ated direct negotiations between
the Lebanese government and the
Zionist regime, scheduled to take
place on June 22.

On Friday, Hassan Fadlallah,
a member of the Loyalty to the
Resistance parliamentary bloc,
stated that any Iranian-Amer-
ican agreement would have di-
rect implications for Lebanon. He

aeli forces

ter for Israel is the erasure of its
ultimate deterrent. For decades,
the bedrock of Israeli strategy was
the threat of an American military
strike on Iran.

That theoretical threshold was
crossed, yet the Iranian govern-
ment survived without systemic
destabilization.

Israeli military analysts have
bitterly noted that the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
has applied a “geopolitical form of
judo.” They “weaponized the supe-
rior economic weight of the West-
ern alliance against itself, forcing
Washington to sue for terms”

Writing for Haaretz, columnist
Gideon Levy framed the landscape
in bitterly ironic terms.

He noted that Netanyahu spent
decades orienting foreign policy
toward leveraging American mili-
tary power against Iran. When he
finally secured an administration
willing to engage, the outcome
was a “complete catastrophe.”

The project against Iran “has
completely failed he conclud-
ed. Netanyahu sold his public the
promise of a “roaring lion,” but the
reality of this war has left Israel
with nothing more than a political
boomerang and a profound, dev-
astating defeat.
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stressed that the Islamic Republic
of Iran would insist on includ-
ing Lebanese sovereignty in any
future agreement, which would
strengthen Lebanon’s position in
confronting Israeli aggression.

Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun has insisted on continuing
direct negotiations with the oc-
cupying regime despite opposi-
tion from a significant segment
of the Lebanese population. He
stated, “We will continue this path
until we achieve an outcome that
serves our nation’s interests.”

Critics say the Lebanese gov-
ernment is falling into a trap by
rushing into direct talks with Is-
rael via the US., two parties that
have historically trampled on Leb-
anon’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

The Israeli violations of the
ceasefire have intensified since
April 17. Lebanon’s Ministry of
Health reported that more than
3,500 people, mostly civilians,
have been killed since the expan-
sion of the aggression in Lebanon
on March 2, 2026.
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Iran among architects of new regional order
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From page 1 » Today, developments in West
Asia represent far more than a series of military
confrontations or diplomatic exchanges. They
signal the region’s entry into a new phase of re-
defining power balances and the security archi-
tecture. In this context, events in Lebanon, the
indirect negotiations between Iran and the U.S.,
the growing role of regional actors, and devel-
opments surrounding the Strait of Hormuz and
Bab el-Mandeb all constitute pieces of a larger
puzzle. The central issue is not merely war or
peace, but the determination of the future po-
litical and security rules governing the region.

Numerous indications suggest that Wash-
ington’s primary objective has been to prevent
the conflict from escalating into a full-scale re-
gional war—one that could seriously threaten
energy security, the global economy, and Amer-
ican interests throughout the region. At the
same time, public opinion pressures, the eco-
nomic costs of war, and domestic political con-
siderations have compelled the White House to
pursue crisis management and de-escalation.

In such an environment, the fragile cease-
fire that has emerged cannot be interpreted as
the end of the conflict or the establishment of
lasting peace. Recent weeks and months have
demonstrated that while the US. and the Zi-
onist regime speak of negotiations and de-es-
calation on the one hand, they simultaneously
seek to alter realities on the ground through
violations of agreements, increased pressure,
and the continuation of hostile actions.

Repeated Israeli attacks on Lebanon, al-
legedly carried out with American approval,
violations of Iranian territory, the continuation
of economic blockades, and political pressure
through international institutions all indicate
that the enemy remains committed to weaken-
ing the Axis of Resistance and extracting con-
cessions through pressure as part of a strategy
of “negotiation under fire””

Such an approach is neither compatible with
the principles of the Islamic Republic nor con-
sistent with the logic of diplomacy, and it is un-
likely to succeed.

From Iran’s strategic perspective, Lebanon
constitutes an integral component of the re-
gion’s deterrence architecture and a pillar of
stability against the expansionist policies of the
Zionist regime. Supporting Lebanon as a stra-
tegic ally—one that also assisted Iran during
the Ramadan War—is a red line from which
[ran will not retreat. For this reason, the Islamic
Republic has consistently maintained that any
ceasefire or agreement must encompass all
fronts, particularly Lebanon. Iran considers the
cessation of hostilities in Lebanon to be one of
the essential conditions for any potential un-
derstanding with the US.

Nevertheless, a key question remains: why
did Iran decide to assume a more active role at
this particular juncture?

The answer lies in the efforts of the U.S. and
Israel to advance a model in which military, se-
curity, and economic pressures are continuous-
ly applied without ever being formally defined
as a full-fledged war. Under this model, the
opposing side is simultaneously sanctioned,
threatened, subjected to attacks, and expected
to remain at the negotiating table. Yet recent
experience has demonstrated that this calcu-
lation is fundamentally flawed when it comes
to Iran. The Islamic Republic will neither accept
an imposed war nor submit to imposed nego-
tiations.

Accepting such a situation would inevitably

have resulted in a gradual shift in the balance
of power to the detriment of the Iranian nation
and the resistance front. Consequently, within
the framework of its inherent right to self-de-
fense under Article 51 of the United Nations
Charter, the Islamic Republic decided to prevent
the consolidation of this equation.

Iran’s response was not merely a military
action; it carried a strategic message. That
message was clear: Lebanon is not separate
from the region’s security calculations, Bei-
rut’'s southern suburbs are not outside the
battlefield, and the enemy cannot assume that
limited but continuous actions will allow it to
impose new rules upon the region. For this rea-
son, the significance of recent developments
extends far beyond their military dimension
and conveys an important strategic message.
The concept of the “unity of fronts” is no longer
merely a political slogan; it has become an op-
erational reality.

Over the past years, some believed it would
be possible to divide the resistance front—sep-
arating Lebanon from Iran, Yemen from Leba-
non, Bab el-Mandeb from Hormuz, and portray-
ing regional resistance movements as isolated
actors. However, realities on the ground have
disproved this assumption. Today, from the
Strait of Hormuz to Bab el-Mandeb, and from
the Persian Gulf to the Red Sea, a new regjon-
al order is taking shape. This order is founded
upon the principle that regional security is in-
divisible, and that any adventurism against one
component of this system can generate conse-
quences far beyond its immediate geography.

Within this framework, a network of geopo-
litical factors stretching from Hormuz to Bab
el-Mandeb has emerged, capable of influencing
global trade, energy security, and the strategic
calculations of major powers. This reality con-
stitutes an important element of Iran’s strate-
gic capacity within the region’s evolving equa-
tions.

Meanwhile, alongside military pressures, the
political campaign against Iran has continued.
The recent resolution adopted by the Board of
Governors of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), coinciding with heightened mil-
itary pressure, forms part of the broader pat-
tern described above. There is little doubt that
certain international institutions have drifted
away from their professional mandates and
have become instruments of political pressure
against Iran.

When a country’s peaceful nuclear facilities
are attacked and, instead of condemning the
aggressor, pressure is directed against the
victim, claims of neutrality on the part of in-
ternational institutions begin to resemble a
bitter irony. Nevertheless, Iran has consistently
demonstrated its commitment to reason, dia-
logue, and political solutions. What Iran rejects
is not negotiation itself, but the exploitation
of diplomacy and international institutions as
tools of coercion.

Accordingly, the strategy of the Islamic Re-
public rests upon a clear principle: we will
abandon neither the battlefield nor diplomacy.
Experience has shown that these are not sep-
arate paths but complementary components
of national power. Defensive strength enables
negotiations from a position of authority, while
diplomacy transforms achievements on the
ground into lasting political outcomes. We em-
ploy diplomacy when appropriate and rely upon
deterrent power when necessary.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Iran’s Amini keeps
his name in 2026
NBA Draft

TEHRAN - Nancy’s Mohammad Amini kept
his name in the 2026 NBA Draft at the interna-
tional withdrawal deadline, agent Xavier Sev-
erin tells DraftExpress.

The 67 Iranian forward, 21, averaged 7.6
points and 4.1 rebounds in France’s first divi-
sion this season.

Amini is an intriguing physical prospect
with legitimate positional size and length. At
6-foot-7 with a near-6-foot-10 wingspan, he
has the frame of a modern forward who can
guard multiple positions. He is an efficient
scorer inside the arc, converting at a high clip
around the basket and showing touch in the
mid-range.

His three-point shot is a major question
mark, and his free-throw percentage in the
mid-50s raises further red flags about his
shooting development. His professional min-
utes have been limited, and the gap between
his youth dominance and his modest senior
role suggests he is still developing the consis-
tency needed to earn a larger workload at the
top level.

Iran win four staff
visa appeals but 11
banned

TEHRAN - Four members of Iran’s World Cup
delegation have won appeals against having
their visa applications for entry to the United
States rejected.

But 11 members of the party will not be al-
lowed to travel to the U.S. when their team play
matches there.

Iran last week accused the U.S. of denying vi-
sas to “integral” members of its national foot-
ball team’s backroom staff.

That was after officials in Washington said
Iranian players had been given permission to
travel to the country for the tournament.

Iran have already moved their World Cup
base to Mexico over concerns stemming from
the country being at war with the United States.

Of the 15 Iranian delegation members initial-
ly denied U.S. visas, 10 submitted fresh applica-
tions after arriving in Mexico.

Four of those appeals were successful, it has
been revealed. Those granted visas include a
member of the team’s technical staff working
as an analyst and two officials from the feder-
ation’s international department.

The remaining six applicants were rejected
again. They include Iran Football Federation
(FFIRI) president Mehdi Taj, one of the feder-
ation’s vice-presidents, two team administra-
tors responsible for day-to-day operations, a
media officer and a security officer.

A second media officer chose not to reapply
for a visa after the initial rejection.

Iran play New Zealand on 15 June in Los An-
geles in their first game of the tournament,
which is being co-hosted by Canada, Mexico
and the United States.

They will return to the city to face Belgium
on 21June, before meeting Egypt in Seattle on
26 June.

The country’s World Cup group-stage ticket
allocation for supporters was revoked by U.S.
officials earlier this week, though FIFA has in-
sisted it is working to “maximize opportunities
for Iranian supporters to attend matches”.

The FFIRI had previously presented FIFA with
a list of 10 conditions for their participation
in the World Cup, including allowing players,
coaches and officials who have completed
military service with the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC).

Iran come seventh
at AVC Women'’s
Volleyball Cup 2026

TEHRAN - Iran defeated the Philippines in
straight sets (25-21, 25-12, 25-21) to come sev-
enth at the AVC Women'’s Volleyball Cup 2026.

SPORTS

South Korea, won the title after defeating
Chinese Taipei 3-0 (25-19, 25-19, 25-22), while
Vietnam secured the bronze medal after beat-
ing Kazakhstan in straight sets (25-17, 25-12,
25-19).

Iran women’s national volleyball team head
coach Lee Do-hee emphasized that the Iranian
players are making steady progress and said
she is very optimistic about their future.

“Regardless of the final ranking we achieved,
today’s match against the Philippines was a
very good opportunity to assess the players’
progress,” she said.

Emphasizing that the Iranian players are im-
proving, Lee added: “l am very hopeful about
their future. They are young players and have
great potential for further development.”

The head coach continued: “We finished sev-
enth in the tournament, but we will soon com-
pete in the Asian Women'’s Volleyball Champi-
onship and will work even harder to achieve
a better result. Thank you for your support of
I[ran’s women'’s national team.”

The AVC Women's Volleyball Cup 2026
brought together 12 teams from across the
continent for nine days of competition at the
Candon City Arena in Ilocos Sur, Philippines,
with Asia’s leading national teams competing
for continental honors and valuable interna-
tional experience.

Iran vs New Zealand:
amust-win match
for both

TEHRAN - Iran and New Zealand will take on
each other on Tuesday at the SoFi Stadium in
Group G of the 2026 FIFA World Cup, as both
sides will look to start the prestigious cam-
paign on a positive note.

Iran coach Amir Ghalenoei believes that his
team are capable of advancing to the knockout
stage, having experience of playing against the
top teams.

Team Melli are unbeaten against New Zea-
land so far. The last meeting between the two
teams ended with Iran winning 3-0.

On the other hand, for the first time since
2010, New Zealand are competing in the FIFA
World Cup. The All Whites, who secured their
ticket to North America via a historic first
direct slot available to Oceania, are the low-
est-ranked team (85th) in the 48-team foot-
ball competition.

Iran mark their 7th participation in the com-
petition, whilst New Zealand go into their 3rd.

After exiting in the group stage in their pre-
vious two outings, New Zealand will be search-
ing for a first win and a place in the knockouts
at this year’s tournament. This encounter
promises to be one of the standout fixtures of
the opening round.

In their last game, Iran won 2-0 against Mali
in a friendly match, while New Zealand lost 1-0
against England.

Iran suffer third
loss in 2026 VNL

TEHRAN - Iran lost to Belgium 3-2 (25-
23, 25-22, 23-25, 17-25, 15-12) in Pool 2 of
the men’s Volleyball Nations League (VNL) in
Brasilia, Brazil on Sunday.

Ferre Reggers led Belgium with 22 points
and Ali Haghparast earned 22 points for Iran.

The opening round of the new national team
season in international volleyball gets under-
way across the world from 10 June in the Men’s
Volleyball Nations League (VNL) 2026.

It marks the first of three competition
weeks, in which each team will play a total of
12 games during a league phase, culminating
in the top seven teams — plus knockout round
hosts People’s Republic of China - progressing
to the knockout stages in Ningbo.

Among the hopefuls are defending VNL
champions and world number one side, Poland,
previous VNL runners-up and world champions
Italy, and Rio 2016 Olympic champions Brazil.

Paris 2024 bronze medalists, the United
States, will host a series of matches in Chica-
go. They will be visited by Tokyo 2020 and Paris
2024 Olympic champions France.

Alborz artisans share

their craft, passmn and concerns

From Page 1 » where we met
artists, instructors and entre-
preneurs who continue to keep
traditional Iranian crafts alive
despite economic challenges and
changing market conditions.

The tour provided an oppor-
tunity to see firsthand how
handicrafts are produced, how
knowledge is passed to younger
generations, and how artisans
are adapting to new realities
while preserving traditions that
have been part of Iranian culture
for centuries.

A woodturning master proud
of his students

One of the first stops on our
tour was the workshop of Yaser
Yami, a woodturning artist and
instructor whose name is well
known among handicraft enthu-
siasts in Alborz province.

The sound of wood lathes filled
the workshop as wooden pieces
slowly took shape under skilled
hands. Surrounded by tools and
finished products, Yami spoke
about his journey in the field. He
has been active in woodturning
since 1997 and has worked and
taught in Karaj, the provincial
capital, since 2006.

While many artisans proud-
ly count the number of works
they have produced, Yami mea-
sures success differently. For
him, the greatest achievement
is the number of students he has
trained over the years.

Pointing to some of his former
trainees, he explained that many
have gone on to establish their
own workshops and businesses.
He spoke proudly about hun-
dreds of students from different
parts of Iran, from the north to
the south of the country, who at-
tended his courses and later be-
came independent artisans.

“For me, education is more
important than production,” he
said. “Teaching a skill means cre-
ating jobs and helping preserve a
traditional craft””

Yet behind this success lies
concern. According to Yami,
handicrafts have increasingly
become luxury products. As peo-
ple’s purchasing power declines,
the domestic market for hand-
made products becomes smaller.

He also pointed to competition
from industrial products man-
ufactured by machines and sold
at much lower prices. Such prod-
ucts, he said, make it difficult for
handmade works to compete in
the marketplace.

Despite  these challenges,
some of Yami’s products have
found buyers abroad. He ex-
plained that his works are sold
in European countries including
Austria and the Netherlands,
where some of his former stu-
dents now operate galleries and
workshops and help introduce
Iranian handicrafts to interna-
tional audiences.

His story demonstrated how
traditional craftsmanship can
create employment opportuni-
ties while also building cultural
bridges beyond national borders.

Aretired engineer dedicated
to teaching

Our next visit took us to the
workshop of Hassan Modarresir-
ad, where wood shavings covered
the floor and unfinished wooden
projects rested on worktables.

Unlike many artisans, Modar-
resirad entered the handicraft
sector after retirement.

Having spent many years
working in construction engi-
neering, he decided to dedicate
his retirement to teaching wood-
working arts. Since 2020, he has
trained students in both practi-
cal skills and professional work-
shop techniques.

As he spoke about his stu-
dents, his pride was evident. Sev-
eral trainees who once learned in
his workshop are now capable
of managing independent busi-
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nesses of their own.

Like other artisans we met,
however, Modarresirad faces
challenges. One of the biggest
is the shortage of suitable space
for training and production. He
believes many more people could
be trained if larger facilities were
available.

Exporting products is another
challenge. While foreign markets
show interest in Iranian handi-
crafts, transportation costs re-
duce profitability for producers.

Aplace where threads, colors
and tradition come together

The next destination offered
a completely different atmo-
sphere. Here, colors replaced
wood shavings and spinning fi-
bers replaced the sound of ma-
chinery.

This was the workshop of Leila
Salmani, a handicraft artist and
researcher specializing in kilim
weaving and natural dyeing.

Large dyeing pots stood in one
corner while colorful yarns hung
from overhead racks. Salmani
explained that her workshop is
the only registered natural dye-
ing workshop in Alborz province.

The journey to establish it was
long and demanding. She re-
called traveling to cities such as
Isfahan, Shiraz, Mashhad, Ardabil
and Yazd to obtain knowledge
and materials needed for her
work.

According to Salmani, many
of her international custom-
ers, particularly from Europe,
requested unique color shades
that were difficult to obtain.
Rather than relying on outside
suppliers, she decided to learn
natural dyeing herself and grad-
ually built the facilities needed
for production.

Her beginnings were humble.
“Everything started with a single
pot,” she recalled.

What started on a very small
scale has grown into a workshop
that now supplies part of the
dyeing needs of carpet and kilim
producers in the province.

Salmani believes Alborz has
significant potential in the field
of carpets and handicrafts. How-
ever, she says specialized infra-
structure remains limited. She
noted that many carpet work-
shops operate in the province
and that a larger dyeing and sup-
port center could help meet the
needs of local producers.

Her academic studies have
also contributed to her success.
She has studied carpet design,
raw materials and dyeing meth-
ods, enabling her to oversee ev-
ery stage of production, from de-
sign and spinning to dyeing and
weaving.

Traditional spinning wheels
and old tools throughout the
workshop reflected the close
connection between handicrafts
and Iran’s cultural heritage.

Interestingly, Salmani ex-
pressed confidence about the
future of handicrafts in an age
increasingly shaped by technolo-
gy and artificial intelligence.

Unlike many who fear tech-
nological change, she believes
handicraft professions enjoy a
high level of security because
their value lies in uniqueness.

Every color, pattern and tex-
ture, she said, is the result of
human experience and creativity.
These qualities cannot be fully
replicated by machines or robots.

Her confidence highlighted
one of the enduring strengths of
handicrafts: authenticity.

When handicrafts become
luxury products

The media delegation then vis-
ited a pottery and ceramics work-
shop where shelves were lined
with ceramic objects, sculptures
and decorative pieces, each re-
flecting a blend of artistic imagi-
nation and technical skill.

Talking to reports, the work-
shop’s owner Farzad Faraji ex-
plained that handicrafts have
undergone significant changes
in recent decades. “In the past,
handicraft workshops served the
role that factories serve today,’
he said. “They produced everyday
items that people needed”

Some of his products are sold
domestically while others reach
international markets. He also
produces works commissioned
by organizations, institutions
and private clients.

Today, however, industri-
al production dominates many
sectors. As a result, handicrafts
have moved toward more spe-
cialized and luxury markets, he
explained.

Faraji attributes this trans-
formation partly to changing
lifestyles and partly to the influ-
ence of a younger generation of
artists, designers and graduates
of art schools. Their work often
emphasizes creativity, aesthetics
and decoration.

While this evolution has ele-
vated the artistic value of hand-
icrafts, it has also created new
vulnerabilities.

According to Faraji, luxury
products are often the first items
consumers stop buying during
economic difficulties and the last
items they purchase again when
conditions improve.

He also noted that handicraft
producers face significant disad-
vantages when competing with
mass-produced industrial goods.
Rising costs of raw materials,
energy and labor make price
competition extremely difficult.

Despite these obstacles, Faraji
remains optimistic. He believes
cultural products represent one
of the most important economic
resources available to countries
after natural resources.

“The future exists,” he said.
“But producers must understand
society’s needs and respond to
them”

Handicrafts as representa-
tives of Iranian identity

Another memorable stop in-
troduced us to Nafiseh Khalaj
and Mohammad Ta'ebi, a hus-
band-and-wife team who have
spent more than twenty years
working in ceramics and pottery.
Rows of ceramic vessels and
artistic sculptures filled their
workshop. Every piece seemed to
carry its own personality through
color, form and design.

The couple explained that they
never wanted to be merely pro-
ducers. Their goal has always
been to create products that are
useful in modern life while also
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reflecting Iranian culture and
identity.

Their ~ workshop  produces
around 2,000 pieces annually.
Some remain in Iran, while oth-
ers are exported abroad. Over the
years, their products have reached
more than fifteen countries, with
France becoming their most im-
portant export destination.

Yet exporting handicrafts is
not easy. The couple pointed to
high transportation and cus-
toms costs as major obstacles.
Economic instability also makes
long-term planning difficult.
However, their greatest concern
is not the market itself.

Ta’ebi highly underlined the
importance of design, creativ-
ity and continuous learning. In
his view, handicrafts cannot rely
solely on technical skills. Suc-
cessful products require knowl-
edge of form, proportions, func-
tion and artistic development.

Where creativity declines, imi-
tation takes its place, he warned.

For Khalaj and Ta'ebi, cultur-
al identity is the most valuable
asset of Iranian handicrafts and
the key factor that distinguish-
es them from similar products
around the world.

Avision for Alborz’s future

At the conclusion of the tour,
Zhila Khodadadi, Deputy Direc-
tor of Handicrafts at the Alborz
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Department, pro-
vided a broader picture of the
province’s achievements. She
said 122 artists in Alborz hold
national quality seals, while nine
have received international qual-
ity seals.

According to Khodadadi, more
than 2,000 people participated
in handicraft training programs
in the province during the past
year. Many of these programs
were conducted in public cen-
ters, welfare institutions and
prisons.

She also highlighted Goles-
tanak Village, which received the
title of National Pottery and Ce-
ramics Village in 2024 and is now
home to dozens of active work-
shops.

The next goal, she said, is to
establish pottery and ceramics
as a recognized souvenir of Al-
borz province.

If achieved, this vision could
place Alborz among provinces
identified by a signature artistic
product that carries both cultur-
al and economic value.

More than products

As the media tour came to an
end, what remained most mem-
orable was not the number of
workshops visited or the produc-
tion statistics presented. It was
the people.

Each workshop revealed indi-
viduals who continue to believe
in the value of making things by
hand. Despite economic pres-
sures, rising costs and export
challenges, they continue creat-
ing, teaching and innovating.

Through wood, clay, yarn and
color, they create objects that
are more than products. They are
expressions of memory, identity
and culture, helping preserve the
cultural heritage of Iran for fu-
ture generations.



DOE highlights need for smart

TEHRAN - The Department of
Environment (DOE) has underlined
the need to benefit from advanced
technologies, like camera traps for
smart monitoring of wildlife, to
effectively preserve valuable wild-
life species.

According to Hamid Zohrabi, an
official with the DOE, habitat loss
is the main challenge facing the
country’s biodiversity. “Habitat
fragmentation, climate change,
drought, overexploitation of natu-
ral resources, illegal hunting, and
introduction of invasive species
have posed serious threats to the
life and breeding of wildlife spe-
cies,” the official highlighted.

Preserving and enhancing the
quality of key habitats, ensuring
the security of protected areas,
and managing water resources
are the primary goals of the DOE
conservation programs, Zohrabi
added.

Moreover, the participation of
local communities and non-gov-
ernmental organizations plays
a fundamental role in achieving
conservation goals. Sustainable
conservation of biodiversity is im-
possible without local community
participation, he noted.

The development of environ-
mentally sustainable livelihoods
and the use of indigenous knowl-
edge are among the most import-
ant strategies to reduce conflicts
and increase the effectiveness of
conservation plans.

Elaborating on species resto-
ration, Zohrabi said numerous
measures have been taken to low-
er conflicts between humans and
wildlife, and increase the popu-
lation of endangered species like
the Asiatic cheetah, the black bear,
great bustards, and other promi-
nent species.

Preserving biodiversity;
actions and necessities

Biodiversity is not only the nat-
ural asset of a nation, but also the
foundation of its biological, eco-
nomic, and cultural security.

Iran, as one of the world’s im-
portant biodiversity hotspots,
makes a valuable contribution to
humanity’s natural heritage.

Therefore, the country’s ap-
proach is to move towards smart

governance in the field of biodiver-
sity; governance based on science,
continuous monitoring, and inter-
sectoral partnership, Shina Ansari,
the head of the DOE, said in May.

More than 19 million hectares
of the Iranian territory are dedi-
cated to national parks, national
monuments, protected areas, and
wildlife refuges. Strengthening
the management of these regions
is one of the main priorities of the
Department of Environment.

Developing management plans,
utilizing modern monitoring tech-
nologies, strengthening protec-
tion infrastructure, and training
environmentalists are some of
the measures being pursued to
increase the effectiveness of pro-
tection.

This year’s International Day for
Biological Diversity slogan, “Local
Action for Global Impact,” has a
clear and strategic message: the
future of the Earth begins here;
from our decisions in cities and vil-
lages, in forests and wetlands, and
in the way we interact with nature.
Every responsible local action can
be an effective link in the global
sustainability chain.

In this regard, the nation-
al authority for the Convention
on Biological Diversity, given the
compatibility of the goals and obli-
gations of this convention with the
inherent duties of the DOE, was
transferred to the department
after effective follow-up and ap-
proval by the government. This ac-

monitoring of wildlife

tion is an important step for policy
coherence and strengthening the
DOE’s governance role in the field
of biodiversity.

Also, the “Comprehensive Pro-
gram for the Protection of Biodi-
versity of the Country” was devel-
oped by order of President Masoud
Pezeshkian and presented as one
of the most important agendas of
the Supreme Council for the Envi-
ronment.

This program, in line with the
global biodiversity framework and
the commitments of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the Convention
on Biological Diversity, includes
97 specific measures to confront
threats, and its implementation
will be pursued in cooperation with
all executive agencies, because
the protection of biodiversity is a
national, cross-sectoral, and inter-
generational responsibility.

Some 40 percent of the world’s
plant and animal biodiversity is
located in wetlands, and given the
importance of obtaining deeds
for wetlands in the name of the
Department of Environment on
behalf of the government, a deed
for 1.3 million hectares of wetlands
has been issued.

Regarding species restoration,
numerous measures have been
taken, increasing the population of
Iranian yellow deer and maral, and
continuing protection programs
for the Asiatic cheetah, the eland,
the brown bear, and other promi-
nent species, showing that wher-

ever science, will, and participation
come together, nature regains its
ability to regenerate.

However, the challenges in this
area are still very serious. Unfor-
tunately, our habitats continue
to face increasing pressures. The
fires in the Zagros and Hyrcanian
forests in recent years, partly
caused by unprecedented drought,
rising temperatures, and decreas-
ing forest soil moisture, are a seri-
ous warning sign for the resilience
of ecosystems.

In addition, the process of tree
dieback due to climate change
and human pressures, including
encroachment on forest privacy
and unsustainable development,
is a double threat to this valuable
heritage.

As a result of complex regional
conditions and threats from war
and aggression, some natural hab-
itats have also been damaged and
destroyed. In response to this situ-
ation, continuous monitoring of air,
water, and soil pollution in at-risk
areas, using specialized teams and
available equipment, has been put
on the agenda to accurately assess
the extent of the destruction and
its restoration requirements.

Biodiversity conservation is not
just a government task. Experi-
ence has shown that no program
will achieve its desired results
without the participation of peo-
ple, local communities, academics,
and non-governmental organiza-
tions.

Birth of great bustard chicks brings hope for species survival

TEHRAN - The birth of six
chicks in captivity in two years
has revived hope for the survival
of the endangered great bustard
(Otis tarda) species in the coun-
try, an official with the Depart-
ment of Environment has said.

The great bustard is a critically
endangered species classified in
the International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN) Red
List. In the current decade, the
bird remains in Bukan, north-
western West Azarbaijan prov-
ince.

Thanks to the conserva-
tion programs to protect and
strengthen the population of
this bird, which is known to be
close to extinction, two chicks
were born in the current Iranian
year, and the four others were
born last year, IRIB quoted Hamid
Zohrabi as saying.

The ongoing conservation ef-
forts focus on habitat protec-
tion, local community participa-
tion, and captive breeding. The
local community engagement
is considered an effective mea-
sure in protecting the rare bird
species. The DOE is developing
training programs to promote
culture and raise public aware-
ness about the conservation of
the species, Zohrabi added.

At the same time, a compre-
hensive plan for the reintroduc-
tion of great bustard and capac-
ity-building measures is being
developed in West Azarbaijan
and Kordestan provinces to re-
turn captive-bred birds to their
native habitats.

From accelerated extinction
to successful revival of species

Despite worrisome facts about
the speed at which species are
disappearing, there has been
good news of endangered spe-
cies making a comeback, high-
lighting the role of conservation
efforts in preventing extinction
and helping vulnerable wildlife
recover.

Iran is a rich country in terms
of biodiversity, with about 37,500
animal species and more than
8,000 plant species. The coun-
try is home to 579 bird species,
214 mammal species, 284 reptile
species, 23 amphibian species,
309 freshwater fish species, and
763 marine fish species in the
Persian Gulf, the Sea of Oman,
and the Caspian Sea.

According to the latest report
by the IUCN Red List, about 154
vertebrate animal species, and
around 25 percent of plant spe-
cies in the country are at risk of
extinction, with 117 species being
classified as critically endan-
gered in the national list. Persian
zebra, Asiatic cheetah, black bear,
great bustard, and yellow deer
are among animals that are in
danger of extinction.

Among extinct animals, the
Hyrcanian tiger and Persian lion
are the two feline species that
have disappeared forever in the
country. Fortunately, Persian ze-
bra and Persian yellow deer are
examples of successful conser-
vation efforts where scientific
measures and local community
participation have resulted in the
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species recovery, doe.ir quoted
Zohrabi as saying.

The official made the remarks
on the occasion of World Endan-
gered Species Day, observed on
the third Friday of May.

In the past, the rate of species
lost was measured per million
years. Now, every 20 minutes, a
species is estimated to become
extinct. While extinction is a nat-
ural part of the life cycle on the
earth, the current unprecedent-
ed rate of species loss has turned
into a serious biological crisis.

Referring to successful re-
covery stories of species in Iran,
Zohrabi noted that for years, it
was thought that the yellow deer
species was extinct in the world.
However, about 65 years ago,
some yellow deer were observed
in Dez and Karkheh forests, the
primary habitats of the Persian
yellow deer.

Their conservation program
commenced immediately by
breeding them in captivity and
transferring them to natural
habitats for better reproduction,
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Zohrabi noted.
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The birth of the first Persian
yellow deer in the current Iranian
year, which started on March 21,
in Karkheh National Park, south-
western Khuzestan province, has
raised hopes for the revival of
this unique animal species.

The Persian zebra is a subspe-
cies of onager, which is critically
in danger of extinction. Onagers
used to have a large population
in West Asia, Central Asia, and
China, but now it has become ex-
tinct in most areas.

With the birth of a foal in Yazd
province, the current population
of Persian zebra is estimated to
be more than 50, indicating the
improved habitat condition and
effective conservation manage-
ment of the endangered animal.

The conservation efforts in-
clude a field program that en-
compasses strengthening
natural infrastructures and pro-
moting environmental sustain-
ability, such as monitoring water
resources.
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‘lIran sole country in Eastern Mediterranean
to supply voluntary, unpaid blood donation’

TEHRAN - Iran is the first and sole coun-
try in the Eastern Mediterranean region that
has been able to meet the country’s need for
blood and blood products relying entirely on
voluntary and unpaid blood donations, the
CEO of Iran Blood Transfusion Organization
(IBTO) has said.

One hundred percent of donated blood is
non-remunerated; in Asia, some other coun-
tries like Japan, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia,
Hong Kong, and Thailand have managed to
collect voluntary blood, as well, IRIB quoted
Ahmad Qarah-Baghian as saying.

The official made the remarks on the occa-
sion of World Blood Donor Day, which is ob-
served on June 14 every year.

There are some 1.7 million regular blood
donors across the country, donating around
2.4 million blood units to meet the needs of
patients yearly, he added.

Lauding public participation in blood dona-
tion, Qarah-Baghian said that over the past
few months, blood storage duration has in-
creased from five to 10 and even for the first
time to 12 days, despite crises.

In the last month of the past Iranian year,
which ended on March 2026, women'’s con-
tribution showed an increase of 79 percent
compared to the same period, a year earlier.
Also, the number of young individuals’ (aged
below 25) referrals increased by a percent, he
noted.

The IBTO’s main mission is to provide safe
and adequate blood and blood products for
patients so that no treatment is postponed
due to blood shortage. Patients with thalas-
semia, cancers, and other chronic diseases
need uninterrupted blood supplies, Qar-
ah-Baghian further noted.

The official went on to say that Iran is the
first country in the region that has estab-
lished rare blood type bank; the bank aims to
identify people with very rare blood types and
expand the supply of rare blood. Currently,
the bank has around 100,000 voluntary do-
nors, and the number is planned to increase
t0 500,000 in three years.

World Blood Donor Day is a celebration to
honor donors, an effort to raise awareness
of the ongoing need for safe blood and blood
products, and a call to action to inspire con-
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sistent and new voluntary blood donations
to ensure the availability of safe, adequate
blood supplies.

The day appreciates the millions of volun-
tary, unpaid blood donors whose generosity
saves lives every day. Their contributions
are essential to health systems everywhere,
supporting patients during emergencies,
childbirth, surgeries, cancer treatment, and
the lifelong care of many serious conditions.

Themed ‘One Drop of Humanity. Give Blood.
Save Lives!, This year’s campaign places hu-
manity at the heart of every blood donation. It
reminds everyone that each donation is more
than a medical act: it is a powerful expres-
sion of solidarity, compassion, and collective
responsibility. Inspired by the idea that the
whole of humanity can be reflected in a sin-
gle drop, the campaign highlights how every
donor helps form a lifeline that connects and
protects us all.

While advances in science, testing, and
blood safety systems have made transfusion
safer than ever, safe blood remains depen-
dent on people willing to donate regularly
and voluntarily. Yet many countries contin-
ue to face shortages and unequal access to
safe blood and blood products, particularly in
low- and middle-income settings.

The objectives of this year’s campaign are
to drive sustained growth in regular, vol-
untary, unpaid blood donation worldwide;
raise awareness of the life-saving impact
of blood and plasma donation; highlight the
vital contribution of blood donors and pro-
mote the values of solidarity and humanity;
and encourage governments and partners
to strengthen and invest in national blood
programs to achieve universal access to safe
blood transfusion.

Top five Iranian universities of technology to
foster scientific ties

TEHRAN - The top five universities of
technology in Iran, namely the University of
Tehran, Tehran University of Medical Scienc-
es, Amirkabir University of Technology, Sharif
University of Technology, and Iran University
of Medical Sciences (called UT5), have signed
a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to
promote scientific synergy and strengthen
research infrastructures in the country.

Signed by the chancellors of the five uni-
versities, called UT5, the MOU focuses on
developing collaborations in laboratory and
library sectors, IRIB reported.

The participants agreed to expand joint
laboratory services by providing mutu-
al access to each university’s laboratory
equipment and facilities for professors, re-
searchers, and faculty members. Accordingly,
member universities will benefit from a 20
percent discount on the utilization of labo-
ratory services for the implementation of re-
search plans and national projects; the effort
aims to increase the efficiency of scientific
infrastructures, reduce research costs, and
expedite the implementation of large-scale
projects.

The MOU will also enhance physical and
digital access to scientific resources, special-
ized articles, databases, and other capacities
of the libraries in the five universities for fac-

ulty members, researchers, and students.

The chancellors of UT5 also signed an up-
dated version of the consortium’s statute,
which highlights the need for the expansion
of joint scientific, research, and technological
cooperation, optimal use of the capacities of
the country’s universities and research insti-
tutions, and the development of the role of
member universities in addressing the coun-
try’s strategic issues.

Moreover, they discussed and assessed the
country’s industrial needs in the post-war
period and the existing capacities of UT5 in
supporting national programs for the recon-
struction, modernization, and regeneration
of damaged industries.

Attacks on science infrastructures

The strike on the Pasteur Institute of Teh-
ran, a research and public health center with
over a century of history and a member of the
international Pasteur network, is a prime ex-
ample of targeting scientific institutions as
part of modern warfare.

According to Minister of Science, Research
and Technology, Hossein Simaei-Sarraf, over
30 Iranian universities had been directly at-
tacked by the United States and Israel since
the war began in late February.

Five university professors and more than
60 students had been killed in the strikes,
added Simaei-Sarraf, describing attacks on
Iranian infrastructure as “crimes against hu-
manity.”

“The main reason the enemy targeted this
sensitive infrastructure was that they did not
want us to gain access to this technology,” he
said, adding that many Iranians abroad have
contacted the university, offering to help
fund its restoration.
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IAF screens American-Ethiopian
documentary “Faya Dayi”

TEHRAN - The Iranian Artists
Forum (IAF) in Tehran screened
“Faya Dayi,” a 2021 American-Ethi-
opian documentary film, directed, k#
written, starring, and produced by §
Jessica Beshir, on Sunday.

The movie explores the rituals
of khat-chewing in Harar, Ethio- ©
pia. Khat a psychoactive plant that =
plays an important role in Ethio- |
pia’'s economy and culture. ;

Khat or gat, also known as Bush- 4
man’s tea, especially in South Afri- §
ca, is a species of flowering plant |
in the family Celastraceae, and *
the sole species in genus Catha. It
is a shrub or tree native to east- [EEEES
ern and southern Africa, ranging .
from Ethiopia and South Sudan to
Angola and the Cape Provinces of
South Africa.

It has a history of cultivation originating
in the Harar region of Ethiopia, and it was
subsequently introduced at different times
to countries nearby in East Africa and South
Arabia, notably Somalia and Yemen. Culti-
vated by farmers, its leaves are sold on the
market to be chewed as a recreational stimu-
lant. The world’s largest consumers are East
Africans, particularly Somalis, and nearby
Yemen, with the largest producers/exporters
being Ethiopia and Kenya.

Khat contains the alkaloid cathinone, a
stimulant which causes greater sociability,
excitement, mild loss of appetite and mild
euphoria. Among communities from the ar-
eas where the plant is native, khat-chewing
has historical relevance (as a social custom,
especially among men) dating back thou-
sands of years, analogous—but slightly dif-
ferent—to the use of coca leaves in South
America’s Andes Mountains or the betel nut
preparations in South Asia.

Its production, sale, and consumption are
all fully legal in the nations where its use is
culturally significant, including Djibouti, Ethi-
opia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda, and Ye-
men.

Although the practice of khat-chewing is

still primarily restricted to its original area of

cultivation in the Red Sea area, the khat plant
is native to the whole of the eastern side of
Africa from Kenya southwards to Tanzania,
Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, where it grows
on rocky outcrops and around the fringes of
woodlands.

In countries outside the core area of growth
and consumption, khat is sometimes chewed
at parties or social functions. It may also be
used by farmers and laborer’s for reducing
physical fatigue or hunger, and by drivers and
students for improving attention.

“Faya Dayi” is Jessica Beshir's debut fea-
ture film, for which she won several awards.
She won an American Society of Cinematog-
raphers Documentary Award, the Indepen-
dent Spirit Awards Truer Than Fiction Award,
and two Visions du Réel awards for the film,
which was also shortlisted for Academy
Award for Best Documentary Feature Film.

The complexity of the human experience is
explored and underrepresented perspectives
are frequently highlighted in Jessica Beshir’s
work. She uses a lyrical visual language in
her films to elicit strong emotional reactions
from her viewers. Focusing on topics like mi-
gration, family, and cultural legacy, Beshir’s
documentaries offer a complex look at the
lives of people who are frequently underrep-
resented in the media.

Cartoon of Day

Victory

Cartoonist: Mohammad Sabaaneh from Palestine

Greek expert Thanassis Sarantos to
lead theater workshop in Tehran

TEHRAN- The Internation-
al Theater Office of the Sooreh
Performing Arts Center is set
to host a specialized workshop
titled “Theater, War, and Sacred
Defense,” featuring prominent
Greek director and actor Thanas-
sis Sarantos.

Based on the classic tragedy
of Antigone, the workshop will
explore modern approaches to
documentary and innovative
theater. The event is scheduled
to take place on Sunday, June 21,
at Sooreh Studio No. 2 in Tehran,
according to a press release by
the Art Bureau of the Islamic
Ideology Dissemination Organi-
zation.

The initiative aims to discover
and nurture young talent. Orga-
nizers have noted that excep-
tional ideas or innovative proj-
ects in the field of documentary
theater emerged during the ses-
sion may receive official support
for future production.

Due to the specialized nature
of the program, participation is
limited to 20 individuals. Appli-
cants arerequired to submit their
resumes via the official website
(www.artfest.ir) by Wednesday,
June 17, for the selection process.

Experts call for international memorial for Minab tragedy

TEHRAN- The Library of the
Tehran Museum of Contempo-
rary Art (TMoCA) recently con-
vened the second seminar in the
series “In Search of Artistic Ex-
pression for the Minab Tragedy,”
where experts emphasized that
a memorial for the event must
serve as an international indict-
ment of war crimes.

Opening the discussion, archi-
tect and researcher Shahabuddin
Arfaei highlighted the region’s
diverse cultural fabric, noting
that “Minab’s true identity is
forged through a mosaic of Bal-
uch, Fars, and Swabhili influences.”

Focusing on the architectural
power of memory, Pirouz Hana-
chi drew comparisons to global
landmarks like the 9/11 Memo-
rial. “The use of ‘visible voids’
can transform a site of loss into
a global attraction,” Hanachi re-
marked. He argued that for Min-
ab, “we must launch an interna-
tional call for entries, utilizing art
as a vital mediator for seeking
justice on the world stage”

Addressing the specific na-
ture of the event, Mohsen Rafei,
Secretary of the Association of
Iranian Sculptors, argued that a
conventional memorial is insuf-
ficient. “In Minab, we are con-
fronting a war crime perpetrated
by a formal military force,” Rafei
stated. He asserted that such
a monument must “expose the
perpetrator and transform the
viewer from a passive mourner

Upon completion of the course,
which is being organized by the

into an active claimant of justice,”
serving as a permanent histori-
cal document to prevent the
“beautification” of tragedy.

Closing the session, Hossein
Mohseni, Secretary of the Art
Galleries Association, described
the city as an “icon of the op-
pression faced by Iran.” He urged
for a collective national empa-
thy, stating, “Iranian culture has
a unique tradition of distilling
suffering into art. We must now
turn this tragedy into a living, de-
manding memory.”’

The panel concluded that by
leveraging modern documen-
tation and international design,
the Minab monument could
transcend borders to become a
global deterrent against future
war crimes.

On February 28, the Shajar-
eh Tayyebeh girls’ elementary
school in Minab, Hormozgan
province, became the site of a
devastating massacre as the
United States and Israel initiated
their strikes against Iran.

While dozens of girls and boys
aged between 7 and 12 were be-
ginning their lessons, the school
was targeted by a missile strike
that caused the building to col-
lapse, trapping children and
teachers beneath the rubble.
Iranian authorities confirmed
a final death toll of 168 people,
with at least 95 others wounded,
marking one of the most har-
rowing incidents of the conflict’s
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International Theater Office, par-
ticipants will be awarded official

opening day.

Despite attempts by US and
Israeli authorities to distance
themselves from the carnage
as images of the tragedy spread
across social media, detailed fo-
rensic and digital investigations
have painted a starkly different
picture.

An analysis by Al Jazeera'’s dig-
ital investigations unit, utilizing
over a decade of satellite imagery
and recent video clips, revealed
that the school was a clearly dis-
tinct civilian facility, separated
from any adjacent military sites
for at least ten years. Further-
more, witness accounts and sat-
ellite-based analyses confirmed
that the school was triple tapped
by three separate, deliberate
strikes, leaving no doubt about

certificates of attendance.

Thanassis Sarantos, a distin-
guished professor of dramatic
arts from Greece, will lead the
session, bridging the gap be-
tween classical Greek tragedy
and the contemporary themes of
the Sacred Defense.

Thanassis Sarantos is a prom-
inent Greek actor, director, and
educator. An alumnus of the
Carolos Koun Drama Theater
School and the New York Film
Academy, Sarantos has earned
international acclaim for his in-
novative stagings, including his
award-winning production of
“Oedipus Tyrannus,” which re-
ceived the prestigious Karolos
Koun Award in 2024.

He is the founder of the Ithi-
kon Akmeotaton theater com-
pany and has collaborated with
legendary figures like Robert
Wilson. Sarantos is particularly
noted for his “theatrical pact”
with audiences, often utilizing
documentary techniques and live
musical improvisation to re-ex-
amine timeless works such as
“Antigone” and the stories of Al-
exandros Papadiamantis, making
them deeply relevant to modern
social and political contexts.

the nature of the attack.

The international community
has faced mounting evidence re-
garding the responsibility for this
atrocity, with investigations from
major global outlets including
The New York Times, BBC Verify,
CBC, and NPR all concluding that
the United States was responsi-
ble for the strike.

These findings have raised
fundamental questions about
the intelligence used to justify
the bombing, as the patterns of
the strike suggest a direct tar-
geting of a civilian educational
institution. The Minab school
tragedy now stands as a somber
testament to the immense hu-
man cost of the aggression and a
focal point for those demanding
international accountability.

Worldwide artists stitch grief for Gaza

A traveling exhibition of more than 20
quilts — with contributions from artists in 20
countries — touched down in Sechelt, Cana-
da, last weekend, memorializing children and
youth killed during military action in Gaza.

According to Coast Reporter, the project is
the result of two years of effort from a Ger-
many-based doula named Ina, who request-
ed that her surname not be published.

“People usually hear about it through Ins-
tagram,” Ina said. “People see it and write to
me and say: | would like to stitch a square.”
She responds with biographical details about
a young life cut short, information elicited
from agencies that compile lists of victims in
Gaza and the West Bank.

The contributor creates and mails a square,
which Ina stitches into a quilt at her home in
Berlin. It's also where she coordinates the ex-
hibition’s itinerary: it traveled previously to
the UK. and France, before appearing in Van-
couver and Victoria earlier this month. Its fi-
nal appearance in B.C. will be at the Squamish
Adventure Centre on June 17.

On the Sunshine Coast, the quilts and their
accompanying biographies were displayed at
St. Hilda’s Anglican Church and the Sechelt
Seniors Activity Centre.

“We were approached through a tight cir-
cle of activists here on the Coast,” explained
Morrie Sacks, a warden at St. Hilda’s who
spent six hours working with volunteers to
hang the quilts. “October 7th [the date of
2023 attacks on Gaza by Israel] changed my
view of the Middle East situation. I'd always
considered it to be an intractable conflict,
but since the decimation of Gaza and the dis-
placement of its people, it's affected me very
deeply”

The quilt squares include heartfelt contri-
butions from both first-time textile crafters
and experienced artisans. The image of a sin-
gle candle commemorates the life of Rana
Al Mogayed, a one-year-old who was killed
when an airstrike hit her family home. She
died alongside her mother, Shayma Saleha,
who was nine months pregnant.

A circle of hearts and sports gear imagines
the life of Mohammed Thabet, an infant from
Deir al-Balah who was killed by occupation
forces after the destruction of his family’s
home. One-year-old quadruplets Khalid, Ab-
del Khalig, Mahmoud and Maha, born to a
couple who had tried to conceive for 16 years,
died during airstrikes along with 15 other
family members. Their names are pains-

takingly stitched and encircled by flowering
vines and singing birds.

“| feel it’s great when people stitch their
squares, but it’s not enough,” said Ina, who
has been arrested while participating in
peace demonstrations in Berlin. “We need to
be out there. We need to talk to people in a
way that they hear us. It can't be just inner
peace or inner activism. We need to talk to
people and write to our representatives.”

The exhibition includes an opportunity to
win a 1,114-piece quilt in the colors of the Pal-
estinian flag, by contributing funds to benefit
the Aldeeb family of Gaza. The Aldeebs, a sin-
gle mother and four daughters, were shelter-
ing in a tent when the quilt was created. One
of the daughters died on the day the memory
quilts were hung at St. Hilda'’s.

Ina observed the stricken reaction of a
member of Coast Reporter’s arts department
who examined the quilts and pored over ac-
companying stories and photographs.

“| see you are a human too,” she said mat-
ter-of-factly. “That’s good. Some people here
apologize when they cry, and | think that’s an
adequate answer. You can also feel very an-
gry. But to show emotions in this is what we
need.”



