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Just to fan the
flame!

.S. President Donal Trump gave rise

| ' to anew controversy on Tuesday by

condemning a 75-year-old protester

as being an “Antifa provocateur.” Martin

Gugino, a Buffalo activist who is still in the

hospital recovering from a head wound

he sustained when the police shoved him

to the ground, is Trump’s new target to
keep the fire of protests on.

Without any evidence to prove his claim,
Trump tweeted that the incident in Buffalo,
the second largest city in the state of New
York , may be a “set up” and once again
sided with the police over people. Trump
tweeted: “Buffalo protester shoved by police
could be an ANTIFA provocateur. 75-year
old Martin Gugino was pushed away after
appearing to scan police communications
in order to black out the equipment. @
OANN I watched, he fell harder than was
pushed. Was aiming scanner. Could be
asetup?”

Trump'’s tweet was criticized by both
Republicans and Democrats, The Times
of Israel reported. Sen. John Thune of
South Dakota, the No. 2 Republicanin
the Senate, said, “It’s a serious accusa-
tion, which should only be made with
facts and evidence. And | haven’t seen
any yet”.

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, who
last week said she’s “struggling with”
whether to support Trump in Novem-
ber, reacted to the tweet in the Capitol
after areporter handed her a printout.
“Oh lord. Ugh,” she said. “Again, why
would you fan the flames? That's all I'm
going to say.”

New York Democratic Gov. Andrew
Cuomo also called on Trump to apolo-
gize for a “wholly unacceptable” tweet.
“How reckless, how irresponsible, how
mean, how crude. | mean if there was
ever areprehensible, dumb comment, and
from the president of the United States,”
Cuomo said at his daily press conference.
“At this moment of anguish and anger,
what does he do? Pour gasoline on the
fire,” he added.

As an effort to malign protesters
as “radical-left, bad people” engag-
ing in domestic terrorism, Trump has
frequently invoked the label “Antifa,”
anumbrella term for leftist militants
bound more by belief than organiza-
tional structure.
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Knowledge-based companies to raise annual

sales to $35 billion

TEHRAN —Knowledge-based companies in Iran
sold products worth 1,200 trillion rials (about
$28 billion at the official rate of 42,000 rials)
in the previous Iranian calendar year (ended
on March 19), while the figure is projected to
rise to 1,500 billion rials (about $35 billion)
in the current year, said Sourena Sattari, Vice
President for Science and Technology.

“Currently, some five thousand knowl-
edge-based companies are active in the coun-
try and the number is rapidly increasing, so
that they will be one of the main pillars of the
national economy,” he added, IRNA reported
on Tuesday.

According to official reports, 250 Iranian
knowledge-based companies exported around
$400 million of products in the past Iranian
calendar year, Mehr quoted Masoud Hafezi,
an official with the Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology as saying.

Medicine and medical equipment, polymer
and chemical products, and industrial machinery
were the items exported by the companies mainly
to Central Asia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
Persian Gulf littoral states, Hafezi explained.

The Vice Presidency for Science and Tech-
nology has reported that 35 domestic knowl-
edge-based companies have been recently listed
on the country’s stock market and the number
is expected to increase in the future.

According to the report, the value of the shares
of the mentioned companies is estimated at 1.5
quadrillion rials (over $35.7 billion).

The figure stood at 280 trillion rials (about
$6.66 billion) in the previous Iranian calen-
dar year (ended on March 19) which shows
a significant growth in this field, so the vice
presidency is trying to bring five to 10 new
knowledge-based companies into the capital
market this year.

Iran is escalating its pressure on South
Korea to release billions of dollars of
oil-export revenue, arguing that Seoul
is buckling to pressure fromits U.S. ally
and illegally withholding funds needed
to counter the West Asia’s worst corona-
virus outbreak.

Abdolnaser Hemmati, the head of
the Central Bank of Iran, said the actions
of banks in South Korea were preventing

TEHRAN — Chief of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps (IRGC) Major General
Hossein Salami has said Iran demonstrated
its power to the world by sending fuel
tankers to Venezuela in spite the U.S.
opposition and threats.

“We exercised might and the biggest
exercise of our might was imposition of
our willand our ships’ move in free waters
from the Persian Gulf to Venezuela,” Gen-
eral Salami said, addressing a ceremony

TEHRAN — President Hassan Rouhani
said on Wednesday that “kneeling on neck”
is the policy of the United States but the
Iranians have “broken the U.S. knee with
hammer of unity”.

“During history, when they find an
oppressed, they kneel on his neck until
he dies. This method does not just belong
to a police officer in one city, it is the

Iran pushes South Korea to release
billions withheld by banks

Iran from using the money to buy foods
and medicines, trade that’s exempt from
U.S. sanctions, Bloomberg reported.
“Itisappalling to see that Korean banks
have conveniently neglected their obli-
gations, common international financial
agreements, and decided to play politics
and follow illegal and unilateral U.S. sanc-
tions,” Hemmati said in a written response

to questions.

Iran displayed power by sending tankers
to Venezuela: IRGC chief

in Tehran on Wednesday.

According to Fars, he referred to the
U.S. sanctions and pressures against Iran,
saying, “Today, the Iranian nation is going
past problems while it is at the peak of
might and honor.”

Iran sent five tankers loaded with 1.53
million barrels of gasoline and alkylate to
Venezuela this month to help jump start
the oil refineries in the Latin American
state amid a fuel crisis. XM

Iranians have ‘broken U.S. knee’
through unity: Rouhani

policy of the United States,” Rouhani
said in an open reference to the brutal
suffocation of George Floyd, an Afri-
can-American, by a white policeman
who pressed his knee on his neck and
he later died.

Speaking at a cabinet meeting, Rouhani
said the great Iranian people have broken

the U.S. knee.

Cineasts express sorry over exploitation and
exclusion of people of color

By staff & agencies

Viola Davis, Lin-Manuel Miranda, and Cynthia
Erivo joined some 300 actors and playwrights on
Tuesday in decrying racism in the U.S. theater
world, saying it had been exploited and excluded
and diminished people of color.

Inan open letter addressed to “Dear White
American Theater,” the signatories complained
of tokenism, prioritizing white theater for white
audiences, and a failure to make promised chang-
es in programming or leadership.

“We have watched you use our BIPOC
(black, indigenous, people of color) faces on
your brochures, asking us to politely shuffle at
your galas, talkbacks, panels, board meetings,
and donor dinners, in rooms full of white faces,”
the letter said.

It was addressed not just to theater owners
and theater companies but also critics, casting
directors, agents, labor unions, and university

training programs.

M Democrats and Republicans fight
over changing the police structure

U.S. Senate Republicans say they are work-
ing on their own legislation relating to police
reform and social injustice following the death
in custody of African American George Floyd
last month.

This comes a day after the Democrats un-
veiled acomprehensive reform package aimed at
cracking down on police brutality and recording
patterns of misuse of force in the U.S., Press
TV reported.

The legislation was led by the Congressional
Black Caucus, Democrats on the House Judiciary
Committee, and Democratic Sens. Kamala Harris
of California and Cory Booker of New Jersey.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said that Con-
gress “cannot settle for anything less than trans-
formative structural change.”

Black Americans still viewed as slaves by many white people, says anthropologist

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
By Javad Heirannia

TEHRAN — Prof. William O. Beeman, head
of the anthropology department at the State
University of Minnesota, is of the view that the
United States “is still a racist society”.

Beeman also tells the Tehran Times that
“the entire economy of the American South
was dependent on slavery, and culturally black
Americans are still viewed as slaves or at least

inferior by many white people.”

Following is the text of the interview:

M After a black man was killed in Minneap-
olis, we witnessed popular protests against this
brutal act. What are the reasons for the protests
between police forces and people, especially the
people of color?

A: The murder of George Floyd by a white
policeman was filmed on video and took
place before dozens of witnesses. This was
the fourth time recently that an unarmed

@Vehr/ Hamid Vakili

innocent black man had been murdered by
white policemen in Minnesota (the state where
Minneapolis is located). In all four cases the
policemen were not punished. In one other
case, where a white woman was killed by a
black policeman (a Somali-American), the
policeman was jailed for 12 years, and the
family of the woman received a $12 million
settlement from the city. The difference in
these cases was very upsetting for the black

community. EX2ll

“I Can’t
Breathe”
intl. cartoon
exhibition
opens in Tehran

TEHRAN — The international cartoon ex-
hibition “I Can’t Breathe”, highlighting pro-
tests against racism in the U.S., opened in the
Aali Gallery of the Art Bureau in Tehran on
Wednesday.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, Masud
Shojaei-Tabatabali, the secretary of the exhi-
bition, said that a selection of 72 works by
45 Iranian and international artists from 27
countries have been put on view.

He added that the organizers decided to hold
the exhibit after the police killing of an unarmed
African-American man named George Floyd.

Iran’s fishery exports
to EU resumed

TEHRAN — Iran’s Veterinary Organization an-
nounced that the country has resumed exports of
fishery products to the European Union (EU) member
states, IRNA reported.

As announced by the Iranian Agriculture
Ministry, despite the U.S. sanctions that have
created many problems for the export of fishery
products, through the efforts made by the vet-
erinary organization, the country succeeded to
obtain again the license to export aquaculture
and fishery products to the member states of
the European Union.

Iran’s fishery output reached 1.28 million tons
in the past Iranian calendar year (ended on March
19), the head of Iran Fisheries Organization (IFO)
has announced.

Nabiollah Khoun-Mirzaei said it is while the
planned figure was 1.25 million tons, and under-
scored that this amount of output was achieved
despite the sanctions and related difficulties in the
previous year.

The official noted that the output, which was more
than the projected amount, was achieved through
the help of research sectors as well as the ground
laid by the private sector.

Referring to the high quality of Iran’s fishery
products, the head of IFO said that these products
were sold easily in the export markets.

In mid-January, the official had also said that
new export destinations have welcomed Iran’s
high-quality fishery products in the past Iranian
calendar year.

New markets including China, South Korea,
and the Eurasian Union nations have opened up
for Iranian fishery products in the current year,
Khoun-Mirzaei said.
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Baeidinejad says U.S.
ambassador crying wolf

TEHRAN — Iran’s Ambassador to London
d e s Hamid Baeidinejad has said that the United
States’ Ambassador to the UK Robert Wood Johnson must be
“ashamed of himself” who is
crying wolf over detention of an
Iranian citizen while Washing-
ton brutally suppress protesters.
“#USAmbUK should be
ashamed of himself crying wolf
over detention of an Iranian,
while his comaptriots chanting
#BlackLivesMattters are bru-
tally suppressed at home. Can't
he see from window 10,000s
Londoners asking US gov to
stop violence against innocents/
respect human rights?” Baei-
dinejad tweeted on Wednesday.
In a tweet on Wednesday,
Johnson criticized Iran for de-
taining Morad Tahbaz. He is also a citizen of the U.S. and UK.

Iran says ready to hold talks with
Ukraine over plane incident

TEHRAN — Deputy Foreign Minister for
d e s International and Legal Affairs Mohsen Ba-

harvand said on Tuesday that Iran is ready to hold talks with
Ukraine over the plane crash incident.

“Iran is ready to hold talks with the Ukrainian side in order
to settle the issues of black box of the plane and indemnity to the
families of the victims,” Baharvand said during a meeting with
Ukrainian Ambassador to Iran Sergei Burdyliak.

Baharvand Sergei Burdyliak

Burdyliak said Ukraine welcomes talks.

On January 8, a Ukrainian airliner was shot down shortly
after taking off from Tehran’s Imam Khomeini airport.

The Ukrainian passenger plane, with 176 people aboard, was
mistaken for an invading missile. The tragic incident happened
a few hours after Iran fired missiles at a U.S. air base in Iraq in
retaliation for the January 3 assassination of General Qassem
Soleimani. Following the retaliation attack, the Iranian military
had been put on high alert.

The victims of the crash included 82 Iranians, 63 Iranian-Cana-
dians, 11 Ukrainians, 10 Swedes, four Afghans, three Germans, and
three British nationals.

Iranian Judiciary spokesman Gholamhossein Esmaeili announced
on Tuesday that six people have been arrested over the Ukrainian
plane crash incident.

“Six persons were arrested in this respect. Three of them are out on
bail and three others are under arrest. This continuation of arresting
after about six months shows our determination in dealing with the
issue,” Esmaeili said at a press conference.

He also said that the families of the victims can file complaint and
so far 70 families have done so.

Baharvand also said on Saturday that Iran is ready to deliver the
black box of the downed plane to a French or any other foreign com-
pany capable of decoding it.

“According to our investigations, Iran, Ukraine, and many oth-
er countries are not capable of decoding the black box due to the
aircraft’s modern technology,” Mehr quoted Baharvand as saying
late on Saturday.

“Iran can deliver it to a French or any other foreign company
capable of decoding it but we have to make sure that there are no
risks of abuse of the black box,” he added.

He stated that talks with Ukraine on transferring the black box to
itsintended destination for decryption are underway but not finalized.

According to Baharvand, technical investigations in Iran are on
their final stages and the Islamic Republicis well informed of the details
of the incident.

“We do believe that decoding the black box will add nothing special
to Iran’s investigation about the incident,” he asserted.

“Ourinvestigations are comprehensively conducted and we know
exactly what has occurred to the flight,” the deputy foreign minister added.

Healso pointed out that Iran has had warm technical cooperation
with other countries on the Ukrainian flight issue and the subject has
not been politicized at all.

Russia, China build case at
UN to protect Iran from U.S.
sanctions threat

(Reuters) — Russia and China have started making the case
at the United Nations against Washington’s claim that it can
trigger a return of all sanctions on Iran at the Security Council,
with Moscow invoking a 50-year-old international legal opinion
to argue against the move.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and the Chinese
government’s top diplomat, Wang Yi, both wrote to the 15-mem-
ber council and UN chief Antonio Guterres as the United States
threatens to spark a so-called sanctions snapback under the Iran
nuclear deal, even though Washington quit the accord in 2018.

Lavrov wrote in the May 27 letter, made public this week,
that the United States was being “ridiculous and irresponsible.”

“This is absolutely unacceptable and serves only to recall the
famous English proverb about having one’s cake and eating it,”
Lavrov wrote.

Washington has threatened to trigger a return of UN sanctions
on Iran if the Security Council does not extend an arms embargo
due to expire in October under Tehran’s deal with world powers
to prevent it from developing nuclear weapons.

U.S. Ambassador to the UN Kelly Craft said last week that
a draft resolution on the embargo would be circulated soon.

Council veto-powers Russia and China have already signaled
they are against reimposing an arms embargo on Iran. If they
block the U.S.-drafted resolution, then Washington will have to
follow through on its sanctions snapback threat.
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lranians have ‘broken U.S. knee’

through unity: Rouh

Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei also said on June 3
that a police officer put his knee on a black
man’s neck and pushed until he died, noting
it shows the nature of the United States.

Ayatollah Khamenei said such crimes
have frequently happened in the past, and
the U.S. has done the same things in many
countries including Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria
and other countries.

Pointing to the slogan of “I cannot breathe,”
which the U.S. people have been chanting in
recent days, Ayatollah Khamenei said, “This
is what the nations that have been the victims
of United States’ oppressive usurpation want
to say from the bottom of their hearts.”

Rouhani and Foreign Minister Zarif have
described the illegal sanctions on Iran by the
U.S. administration as economic terrorism.

Later, Zarif said “U.S. economic terrorism
is supplanted by its medical terrorism” as
Washington has even blocked financial chan-
nels to import medical supplies to the country
to control the spread of the coronavirus.

By announcing a total ban on Iran’s oil

export, the Trump administration intended
to suffocate the Iranian economy.

M Rouhani urges Russia, China to
counter U.S. plots

Rouhani also said that Iran expects perma-

nent members of the United Nations Security
Council, especially friendly countries of Russia
and China, to stand against the U.S. plots.
Rouhani noted that arms embargo on Iran
will expire in October based on the resolution

ani

2231 which endorses the 2015 nuclear deal,
adding the U.S. seeks to hatch plots and draft
aresolution and send it to the UN Security
Council for approval.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Kelly
Craft have said that extending a permanent
arms embargo against Iran is now a top pri-
ority for Washington.

On Monday, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov accused the Trump adminis-
tration of unleashing a politically motivated
campaign against Iran and he called for “uni-
versal condemnation” of the U.S. attempt
to get the UN Security Council to impose a
permanent arms embargo.

M ‘We will promote our defense
power’

Rouhani also said that the U.S. plots will fail
and Iran will promote its deterrence power.

“The United States must know that Iran
will promote defense power in any condition
even if they [the U.S.] bring the case to the
Security Council and cause harm to the 2231
resolution,” he said.

U.S. attempts to revive Iranian sanctions can put UNSC in crisis: Russia

By staff and agency

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei
Ryabkov said on Tuesday that the Unit-
ed States’ threats to raise the question of
restoring all previously lifted sanctions
against Iran may lead to a serious crisis
within the UN Security Council.

“I think it’s outrageous that the U.S.
administration now tries to freely pick
and choose what serves its interests in
complete rejection of the views of the oth-
ers and even in complete rejection of the
common sense, trying to defeat JCPOA,”
TASS quoted Ryabkov as saying during a
videoconference of the New York Council

on Foreign Relations.

“If this will happen the way as you suggest
and, as many think-tankers, many op-ed
writers, just people knowledgeable of this

believe, would happen, then we will inevi-
tably end in a severe crisis situation at the
Security Council,” the Russian diplomat
continued. “And it would be a huge blow to
the sovereignty of the Security Council, and
the U.S. will bear responsibility for this.”

He said Washington withdrew from the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
on Iran’s nuclear program, which envisages
the mechanism of triggering the ‘snapback’
sanctions, “subsequently approved by the
UN Security Council resolution.”

His comments were made in response to
U.S. officials’ words, who said that Wash-
ington would seek to restore all previous-

ly cancelled sanctions against Iran if the
UN Security Council fails to preserve the
embargo on weapons supplies to Tehran,
which expires this fall.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
has called the United States’ attempts to
impose a permanent arms embargo against
Iran “ridiculous” and “irresponsible”.

In aletter to UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres and the Security Council
circulated Monday, Lavrov accused the
Trump administration of unleashing a po-
litically motivated campaign against Iran
and called for “universal condemnation”
of the U.S. attempts, AP reported.

Washington’s irresponsible conduct is a source of serious concern, Iran writes to IAEA chief

TEHRAN —Kazem Ghar-
d e sk ibabadi,Iran’sambassador

to the Vienna-based Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency, has warned
that the United States’ “irresponsible conduct”
in hampering international cooperation for
peaceful uses of nuclear technology “is a source
of serious concern”.

“Upon instructions and on behalf of my
government, I would like to bring to your at-
tention the persistent United States’ irrespon-
sible conduct with respect to its multilateral
obligations and international law, to hamper
international nuclear cooperation for peaceful
purposes, which is a source of serious concern,”
Gharibabadi wrote in a letter to Rafael Grossi,
the IAEA director-general.

Following is the full text of the letter pub-
lished by ISNA on Wednesday:

Upon instructions and on behalf of my
Government, I would like to bring to your at-
tention the persistent United States’ irrespon-
sible conduct with respect to its multilateral
obligations and international law, to hamper
international nuclear cooperation for peaceful
purposes, which is the source of serious concern.

The unlawful actions by the United States
in contradiction with the Agency’s Statute and
the commitments made in the General Confer-
ence (GC) Resolutions, as well as against the
nuclear cooperation and activities in accord-
ance with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) and UNSCR 2231 (2015) are
not onlyin violation of the UN Charter, but also
could greatly impede the fullimplementation
of the JCPOA.

I would like to recall that as stated in Ar-
ticle IT of the IAEA Statute, the objectives of
the Agency are “to accelerate and enlarge the
contribution of atomic energy to peace, health,
and prosperity throughout the world”, and one
of the statutory functions of the Agency, as
stated in Article III of the Statute, is to “encour-
age and assist research on, and development
and practical application of, atomic energy for
peaceful uses throughout the world”. Also, as
stipulated in its article IV, which constitutes
one of the fundamental objectives and pillars
of the NPT, the central role of the Agency is
to promote international cooperation in the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy for the realization
of “the inalienable right of all the parties to the
Treaty (NPT) to develop research, production,
and use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes
withoutdiscrimination and in conformity with
articles 1 and 11 of the Treaty!’.

Such rights, objectives, and roles of the
TAEA were also highlighted and reaffirmed
in the Agency’s annual General Conference
(GC) Resolutions; the annual GC Resolution
on “Strengthening of the Agency’s Technical
Cooperation Activities” requests the Secretariat
to “continue to facilitate and to enhance the
development of nuclear technology and kno-
whow and its transfer to and among Member
States for peaceful uses ... “, and “encourages
Member States to contribute in sharing knowl-
edge and technology in the field of peaceful
uses of nuclear energy”.

Furthermore, the annual GC Resolution
on “Strengthening the Agency’s Activities

“The Security Council resolution 2231
(2015) encourages Member States to
cooperate with Iran in the framework of
the JCPOA in the field of peaceful uses of
nuclear energy and to engage in mutually
determined civil nuclear cooperation.”

related to Nuclear Science, Technology and
Applications” recognizes “the importance of
assisting Member States interested in uranium
production to develop and maintain sustainable
activities through appropriate technology, in-
frastructure, and stakeholder involvement and
the development of skilled human resources”.

Promotion and protection of peaceful
nuclear activities enjoy such importance that
even measures adopted under nuclear security
should not hamper it. In this regard, the GC
Resolution on “Nuclear Security” calls upon all
States to ensure that measures to strengthen
nuclear security do not hamper international
cooperation in the field of peaceful nuclear
activities, the production, transfer, and use
of nuclear and other radioactive material,
the exchange of nuclear material for peaceful
purposes and the promotion of peaceful uses
of nuclear energy, and do not undermine the
established priorities of the Agency’s technical
cooperation programme”.

Against this backdrop, on 27 May 2020, the
United States announced thatitwould unilater-
ally sanction “all remaining JCPOA-originating
nuclear projectsin Iran - the Arak reactor con-
version, the provision of enriched uranium for
the Tehran Research Reactor, and the export
of Iran’s research reactor fuel”. “This action
together with the previous malign policies and
conducts of the United States against the nu-
clear cooperation and activities in accordance
with the JCPOA and UNSCR 2231 (2015) -in
particular designation of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran and its Head Dr. Ali Akbar
Salehi (31 January 2020) as well as sanction-
ing the cooperation and activities between
Iran and other countries regarding transfer
of enriched uranium out of Iran in exchange
for natural uranium and providing the stor-
age for Iran of heavy water (3 May 2019) and
also the Fordow facility (18 November 2019)
isintended to substantially prevent Iran, other
participants and the international community
from implementing their commitments under

the JCPOA.

Ttis noteworthy that the malign policies of
the U.S. are not limited toits recent acts. In fact,
the U.S. isaccustomed to such internationally
abhorred policies. The U.S. actions even contra-
dict with the Resolution GOV12015172 adopted
by the Board of Governors on 15 December
2015 which, among others, while “recognizing
the long-term nature of the provisions of the
JCPOA and their implications for the Agency”,
and “being guided by, inter-alia, the affirmation
by the United Nations Security Council in its
resolution 2231 (2015)” that “conclusion of
the JCPOA marks a fundamental shift in its
consideration of this issue”, emphasizes “the
importance of faithfully honoring the under-
takings and commitments under the JCPOA”.

The Security Council resolution 2231 (2015)
encourages Member States to cooperate with
Iran in the framework of the JCPOA in the
field of peaceful uses of nuclear energy and
to engage in mutually determined civil nu-
clear cooperation. According to this resolu-
tion, States are authorized to supply, sale,
or transfer of items, materials, equipment,
goods and technology, and the provision of
any related technical assistance, training, fi-
nancial assistance, investment, brokering or
other services, that is directly related to the
modification of two cascades at the Fordow
facility for stable isotope production; the export
of Iran’s enriched uranium in excess of 300
kilograms in return for natural uranium; and
the modernization of the Arak reactor. The
resolution also endorses that these activities
continue to be in effect even if the provisions
of previous resolutions are applied. Moreover,
the supply of a quantity of 19.75% enriched
uranium oxide (U308) exclusively for the
purpose of fabrication in Iran of fuel for the
Tehran Research Reactor and enriched ura-
nium targets for the lifetime of the reactor is
guaranteed in UNSCR 2231 (2015).

These unlawful actions adversely affect the
international civil nuclear cooperation and ac-

It is crucial that the United States
violations of its relevant obligations and
unilateral actions should not have any
negative impact on the work of the Agency
in pursuing its mandate in the fields of
peaceful nuclear uses in accordance with
its Statute and other relevant documents.
The Director General is requested to duly
reflect such violations by the U.S. in his
reports on the implementation of the
relevant instruments of the Agency.

tivities as specified in Annex I and Annex IIT
to the JCPOA by technically and practically
impeding the full implementation of the JCPOA
by the remaining participants and the rest of
international community. These are not nec-
essarily restricted to above-mentioned areas,
but also extended to the humanitarian applica-
tions of the nuclear science and technology by
imposing sanctions on radiopharmaceutical
production company (Pars Isotopes Co.) and
Iran’s Nuclear Regulatory Authority (INRA), and
even intimidating and threatening the Iranian
nuclear expertsin clear contradiction with the
letters and spirit of the TAEA Statute”. Such
irresponsible and inhuman behavior by the
U.S.is not only endangering the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of patients in dire need of
those radiopharmaceuticals but also posing a
serious threat to the nuclear scientists, which
the U.S. would be held accountable for any
event in this regard.

These acts by the United States not only
constitute a significant material breach of the
Security Council resolution 2231 but also are
in clear violation of its obligations under the
relevant IAEA instruments. The United States
sanctions and policies have also prevented the
implementation of relevant nuclear-related
provisions of Security Council resolution 2231
(2015) by Member States, including the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

While the Islamic Republic of Iran is en-
titled to take remedial measures, which the
Agency will be duly informed at any stage of
its development, the United States shall bear
full responsibility for the consequences of its
wrongful acts. It must immediately remove
these restrictions and limitations on the in-
ternational cooperation on peaceful uses of
nuclear energy which are in contradiction to
the objective of the Statute of the Agency, prin-
ciples of the Non-proliferation Treaty, and the
provisions of the Security Council Resolution
2231 (2015).

The Members of the Agency should uphold
their responsibilities and consider and react
proportionately to the unlawful conduct of the
United States that is endangering international
cooperation in the field of nuclear energy and
technology.

Itiscrucial that the United States violations
ofits relevant obligations and unilateral actions
should not have any negative impact on the
work of the Agency in pursuing its mandate in
the fields of peaceful nuclear uses in accordance
with its Statute and other relevant documents.
The Director-General is requested to duly reflect
such violations by the U.S. in his reports on the
implementation of the relevant instruments
of the Agency.
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‘IRAN IN FOCUS

Death row spy arrested months before
Gen. Soleimani assassination: Judiciary

TEHRAN — lIran’s

e s k Judiciary said a man
sentenced to death for spying for the
CIA and Mossad on the whereabouts
of martyr Lieutenant General Qassem
Soleimani had been arrested four
months before the U.S. assassination
of the top Iranian general.

The case of Seyed Mahmoud Mousa-
vi-Majd has nothing to do with the Amer-
ican assassination of General Soleimani
in Baghdad in early January, the Judici-
ary’s press office announced on Tuesday,
according to Tasnim.

Mousavi-Majd was arrested months
before that incident and the court had
issued an initial ruling on his case on
August 25, 2019, the Judiciary said,
explaining that the convict has never
been released from custody since ap-
prehension.

Earlier on Tuesday, Judiciary spokes-
man Gholamhossein Esmaeili announced
that Mousavi-Majd was put on the death
row for gathering intelligence about the
whereabouts of General Soleimani.

“Recently, a person named Seyed
Mahmoud Mousavi-Majd, who had

connections with Mossad and CIA and
provided them with intelligence on se-
curity issues such as the Guards Quds
Force and the location of martyr Qassem

Soleimani in exchange for U.S. dollars
was sentenced to death by the Revo-
lution Court, and the verdict has been
confirmed by the Supreme Court and

will be implemented soon,” Esmaeili
announced during a press conference.

On January 3, U.S. President Donald
Trump ordered airstrikes that killed
General Soleimani and Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis, the second-in-command
of Irag’s Popular Mobilization Units
(PMU), in Baghdad’s international
airport.

Soleimani was recognized interna-
tionally as alegendary commander in the
war against terrorist groups, especially
Daesh (ISIS).

In the early hours of January 8, the
IRGC fired dozens of ballistic missiles
atamilitary airbase hosting U.S. forces
in Iraq as part of its promised “tough
revenge” for the terrorist attack.

Subsequently, Tehran warned the
United States against any act of mili-
tary action, asserting that the U.S. will
face the “fiercest response” if it makes
the slightest move against Iran.

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif said Iran starts no war, but teaches
lessons to those who do.

t be misled by usual warmongers,
again,” Zarif warned Trump.

Tehran says will never surrender to U.S. sanctions

TEHRAN — Tehran says it will never
d e sk surrender to the United States’ maxi-
mum pressure policy, urging Washington to abandon
its illegal measures.

“American authorities divide the sanctions into dif-
ferent categories, making it difficult for themselves
only,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi
said on Wednesday.

“The Islamic Republic will not surrender because of
such sanctions and pressures,” Mousavi added, accord-
ing to Mehr.

The comments by the spokesman came as the congres-
sional Republicans are about to unveil a sweeping piece
of legislation outlining sanctions aimed at Iran, Russia
and China, Washington Free Beacon reported Monday.

According to the magazine, what promises to be “the
largest package of Iran sanctions in history” is set to be
revealed on Wednesday. The backers of this plan hope
to receive some Democratic support both in the Senate
and in the House of Representatives, where they do not
hold a majority.

Mousavi urged the U.S. to abandon its unilateral,
illegal actions and instead abide by international laws
and regulations.

The world should wake up and stand against extra-ter-
ritorial measures of the United States, he emphasized.

The Iranian presidential chief of staff said on Tuesday

e

LY -
that Republicans in the United States must counter racism
and injustice in their own country instead of preparing
sanctions plan against Iran.

“The United States’ Republicans must think about
preparing a plan to erase structural injustice and racism
in the United States and establish peace and security for
the people of this country instead of preparing sanction
plan against the Iranian nation,” Mahmoud Vaezi tweeted.

In May 2018, U.S. President Donald Trump unilaterally
withdrew from the 2015 nuclear deal and re-imposed
illegal sanctions on Iran. Bowing to U.S. pressure, the

European trio — Britain, Germany, and France which
are signatory to the nuclear deal — has failed to protect
Tehran’s business interests under the JCPOA against
the American bans.

Meanwhile, Russia’s permanent representative to the
Vienna-based international organizations has said that
Washington’s maximum pressure policy on Iran hasin-
creased tensions in the Persian Gulf and caused reduced
commitments of Tehran under the Iran nuclear deal.

“U.S. claims that its maximum pressure policy on
Iran is effective,” Mikhail Ulyanov tweeted on Mon-
day. “Yes, results are very clear: increased tension
in the P.Gulf, suffering of people in #lran, reduced
commitments of Tehran under #JCPOA, weakened
non- proliferation regime.”

He added, “But is there anything positive? No answer.”

On May 8, 2019, Iran started to remove curbs on its
nuclear program exactly one year after the U.S. abandoned
the nuclear deal and imposed the harshest sanctions
in history against Iran in line with the Trump admin-
istration’s “maximum pressure” campaign on Tehran.

From the very beginning that Iran started to remove
ban on its nuclear program, officials in Tehran announced
if the European Union, especially its big trio (Germany,
France, and Britain which are signatory the deal), takes
steps to compensate the sanctions’ effect it will imme-
diately reverse its decision.

Zarif to travel to two neighboring countries

TEHRAN — Foreign
e s Minister ~ Mohammad
avad Zarif will travel to two neighboring
countries in the near future, spokesman
Abbas Mousavi said on Wednesday.

“In the current circumstances, some
trips such as trips to Syria and Afghanistan
by the foreign minister and some of the
ministry’s diplomats is on the agenda,”
Mousavi said, Mehr reported.

He said the details will be announced if
the trips are finalized.

The spokesman also said nationals of
some countries try to enter Iran illegally,
adding that the Iranian police will not tol-
erate such acts which are related to the
country’s national security.

Referring to recent incidents regarding the
Afghan nationals, the spokesman said, “For
every country, the country’s security, border
security, fighting drug [trafficking], terrorism
and human trafficking are important.”

“Regardless of our relations, it's natural
that the police would not tolerate such acts,”
he said. “In recent incidents, we witnessed
that some nationals of neighboring and
non-neighboring countries were trying to
enter the country illegally.”

The remarks came days after Deputy
Foreign Minister for International and
Legal Affairs Mohsen Baharvand blamed
illegal traffic of Afghan migrants for the
human tragedy in Harirud.

“Our investigation does not show that

incident in Harirud was caused by interfer-
ence of the Iranian border guards. However,
we considered evidence of the Afghan side
importantand gave it to the related bodies,”
Baharvand said on Sunday.

He said, “Due to Afghan armed forces’
fight against terrorism, Afghanistan has
dismantled its border stations and this has
caused lack of control over borders by Af-
ghanistan. This issue has led to problems
caused by human traffickers.”

Afghan media outlets have reported that
about 50 Afghan migrants crossing into Iran
illegally had been beaten and thrown into a
river. Iranian political and border officials
have refuted the claim, saying the incident
happened on the Afghan side of the border.

According to some reports, 18 of the
migrants, including a 12-year old boy, were
drowned in the Harirud River.

Afghanistan’s Foreign Ministry announced
on May 9 that an inquiry had been launched
into the tragedy.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry has rejected as a
“bitter joke” aclaim by the United States that
Iranian guards were involved in the deaths
of Afghan migrants.

“Iran has strong ties with Afghanistan
& leads the way to help Afghan leaders for
inclusive Gvt. What happened to Afghan na-
tionalsin Heratis tragic & unrelated to Iran,
but U.S. regime’s allegation against Iran is
a ‘bitter joke’,” the Foreign Ministry said in
astatement published via Twitter on May 5.

Iran displayed power by sending tankers to Venezuela: IRGC chief

M Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro appreciated
Iran, China, Russiaand Cuba for their assistance to Caracas,
describing them as the real friends of his country.

“Humanitarian aid is coming from China, Russia, Iran
and Cuba. They are (Venezuela’s) true friends,” Maduro said
in a speech broadcast by the state TV on Sunday.

He recalled that the U.S. was offering $20 million worth
of help, “but not a single dollar came through”.

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council
(SNSC) Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani said on Sunday that
the fools who were after besieging Tehran now feel over-
powered by Tehran.

“Iranian tankers, having accomplished their mission
successfully, are coming back to the country. This means
that the strategy of active resistance has been effective and
the idiots who were seeking to lay siege on us, have now
been trapped in the siege stemming from Iran’s might,”
Shamkhani wrote in his Twitter account.

“Trump and Hook’s begging for negotiation testifies to
this very claim,” the top security official said.

The fifth ship of Iran’s fuel-carrying flotilla, Clavel, arrived
inVenezuela's territorial waters on Monday, while two others
are on the way back home after unloading their cargoes.

The fifth of the Iranian flotilla, carrying gasoline and
gasoline products to Venezuela, successfully arrived in the
Venezuelan waters on Monday and was escorted by the Latin
American state’s Armed Forces.

Meantime, the five Iranian tankers left the country to-
wards Iran last week.

Iran’s fuel supply to Venezuela has sharply irked the U.S.
as the oil sectors of both countries are subject to draconian
American sanctions.

A U.S. official said last month that President Donald
Trump’s administration was considering responses, prompt-

“We exercised might and
the biggest exercise of our
might was imposition of our
will and our ships’ move in
free waters from the Persian
Gulf to Venezuela,” General
Salami says.

ing Tehran to warn of retaliatory measures if Washington
causes any problem for the tankers.

In response, President Rouhani said his country is always
entitled to defend its sovereignty and territorial integrity,
and warned that if his country’s oil tankers in the Caribbean
or anywhere in the world get into trouble by the Americans,
Tehran will definitely retaliate.

“Although some of the U.S. measures have created unac-
ceptable conditions in different parts of the world, we will
not be the initiator of tension and clash,” Rouhani said ina

phone call with the Qatari Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani last month.

Referring to the American moves in the Caribbean, he
reiterated, “If our oil tankers face problems in the Caribbean
Sea or anywhere in the world by the Americans, they will
face problems reciprocally.”

We see the conditions today more apt for cooperation,
especially given the outbreak of this disease; but the U.S.
continues its incorrect decisions and inhumane behaviors,
the president noted.

He made it clear, “As before, we stress that the security of
our region, particularly the marine security, is maintained by
the regional countries and we have always announced that we
are ready for cooperation with the neighboring countries.”

Last Thursday, Caracas announced that the fuel-hungry
Latin American country is mulling imports of more gasoline
and other oil products from Iran.

The announcement came after Venezuela received five
shipments of fuel from Iran in the face of U.S. sanctions.

“Tehran yesterday offered to supply Venezuela with
more gasoline and refinery additives. President Maduro
very likely will accept the offer because we need the fuel,”
an official at Maduro’s office was quoted by price reporting
agency Argus Media.

Other officials said the government will ask Iran for fur-
ther supplies in coming weeks to give state-run oil company
PDVSA more time to revive part of its refining capacity.

Maduro said he would visit Iran once health conditions
resulting from the new coronavirus outbreak permitin order to
thank the Iranian government and sign a “high-level bilateral
agreement strengthening energy, financial and military ties”.

“l am obliged to go to personally thank the people,” Mad-
uro said in a state television address, without providing a
date for the visit.
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Hook claims Iran sanctions
produced ‘excellent results’

TEHRAN — The United States is work-
d e sk ingtorenew thearmsembargoon Iran,
claims U.S. special representative for Iran Brian Hook,
adding that sanctions on the Islamic Republic had pro-
duced “excellent results”.

“The sanctions on Tehran have led to excellent results and
we have deprived the Iranian regime of billions of dollars thanks
to the sanctions,” Hook said, speaking to Brett D. Schaefer of
the Heritage Foundation during an online session.

Two years after the United States withdrew from the Iran
nuclear deal, the Trump administration is looking to extend a
UN ban on conventional arms sales to and from Iran, a strategy
designed to kill the deal for good.

In a May 9 statement marking the second anniversary of
the Trump administration’s withdrawal from the Iran nuclear
deal, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo pledged to “exercise
all diplomatic options” to extend the UN ban on conventional
arms sales to and from Iran beyond its current expiry date on
October 18.

Hook also claimed that Iran was at the forefront of spon-
soring terrorism and added that lifting the arms embargo on
Tehran would provide the Islamic Republic “an opportunity
to destabilize the region.”

“Iranis anisolated country and does not enjoy international
support,” he claimed, adding that the U.S. dispute with other
countries over policy on Iran was “tactical and not substantive.”

“Russiaand Chinawant to sell arms to Iran, and the embargo
does not suit them,” he claimed.

Hook further said that “not arming Iran contributes to
bringing stability to the Middle East.”

He said U.S. President Donald Trump had been “very strong
against Iran,” adding that “the Iranian regime is languishing
under great pressure and the door is open to diplomacy ... Pres-
ident Trump will continue to pressure and Iran must respond.”

Meanwhile, Tehran has strongly rejected the U.S. presi-
dent’s calls for talks under pressure, arguing that it was the
U.S., not Iran and other parties to the nuclear pact, that left
the negotiating table.

Trump walked away from the nuclear agreement, officially
called the JCPOA, on May 8, 2018 and introduced a “maxi-
mum pressure” policy against Iran in order to force Tehran
to negotiate a new deal.

On May 8, 2019, Iran started to remove curbs on its nuclear
program. It happened exactly one year after the U.S. abandoned
the nuclear deal and imposed the harshest sanctions in history
against Iranin line with the Trump administration’s “maximum
pressure” campaign on Tehran.

From the very beginning that Iran started to remove ban
on its nuclear program, officials in Tehran announced if the
European Union, especially its big trio (Germany, France, and
Britain which are signatory the deal), takes steps to compensate
the sanctions’ effect it will immediately reverse its decision.

Police seize over 16 tons of
narcotics in a week

TEHRAN (MNA) — Over 16 tons of narcotics have been
seized by Iran’s anti-narcotics police forces in the country
over the last week, according to an official in the drug control
headquarters.

International Deputy of Iran Drug Control Headquarters
Nasser Aslani made the announcement on Tuesday, saying
that some 16,322 kilograms of narcotics consisting of 12,864
kilograms of opium and 2,383 kilograms of hashish, 506
kilograms of crystal, 271 kilograms morphine, 186 kilograms
of heroin, 70 kilograms of grass, and 45 kilograms of other
kinds of drugs have been confiscated by police forces across
the country in the last week.
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The ﬁgure indicates a 20 percent decline compared to the
corresponding period last year, he added.

3,369 smugglers have been arrested and 394 vehicles and
some ammunition seized in the same period by police forces,
Aslani said.

Iran, which has a 900-kilometer common border with Af-
ghanistan, has been used as the main conduit for smuggling
Afghan drugs to narcotics kingpins in Europe.

Based on reports, near 15 tons of drugs have been confis-
cated in several operations in Sistan and Baluchestan since
the beginning of May.

Despite high economic and human costs, the Islamic Republic
hasbeen actively fighting drug-trafficking over the past decades.

The country has spent more than $700 million on sealing
its borders and preventing the transit of narcotics destined for
European, Arab and Central Asian countries.

The war on drug trade originating from Afghanistan has
claimed the lives of nearly 4,000 Iranian police officers over
the past four decades.
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Issuance of industrial
unit permits up 26%
in 2 months yr/yr

TEHRAN — The latest data released by
d e s Iran’s Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry
indicates that the issuance of permits for the establishment
of industrial units in Iran has risen 26.4 percent during
the first two months of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20-May 19) compared to the same period of time
in the past year.

a

The data put the number of issued permits at 4,612 during
the two-month period of this year, IRNA reported.

Some 556 trillion rials (about $13.2 billion) has been
invested for the establishment of the mentioned units,
showing a 40-percent growth year on year.

As previously reported by the Industry, Mining and
Trade Ministry, during the previous Iranian calendar year
1398 (ended on March 19), 27,947 licenses were issued for
establishing new industrial units which mark a 14.2-percent
increase year on year.

More than 3.63 quadrillion rials (about $86.52 billion)
was invested for setting up the mentioned units which shows
a 26-percent rise compared to the preceding year.

These units were expected to create job opportunities
for 633,381 people, 14.2 percent more than the figure for
the year 1397 (ended on March 20, 2019).

In the past year, the number of licenses that were issued
for the newly established industrial units to start operation
also increase by 2.9 percent year on year.

The investment in the newly established units increased
5.3 percent compared to the preceding year, while job creation
by the mentioned units fell 1.2 percent.

The average investment in the mentioned sector also
increased from 102.1 billion rials (about $2.43 million)
in 1397 to 104.5 billion rials (nearly $2.5 million) in 1398.

In April, the Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry outlined
its major programs for supporting the domestic production
in the current calendar year.

The ministry’s programs included supporting the country’s
industrial units and facilitating license issuances in order
to promote domestic production and non-oil exports.

Iran pushes South Korea
to release billions withheld
by banks

Iran could launch legal action to gain access to the
funds, he said, without naming the lenders in question.

Hemmati also didn’t elaborate on the course of action that
Iran may take.

f _ .
Head of Central Bank of Iran Abdolnaser Hemmati

After sanctions were lifted under the 2015 nuclear deal, Iran
the following year managed to unlock over $6.4 billion of oil
payments trapped in Indian accounts, using European banks
as a clearing agent. The central bank has also filed lawsuits
in Europe against financial companies that have withheld its
money on the basis of court orders issued in the U.S.

Iran announced earlier this month that it had received
medicines valued at $500,000 from South Korea after two
years of negotiations. At the time, Iran’s Foreign Ministry
said the deal was approved by Washington. It also said South
Korea was about $7 billion in arrears for oil exported before
the Trump administration last year reimposed penalties on
Iran’s crude sales.

According to the Foreign Ministry in Seoul, the drugs shipped
were for the treatment of genetic diseases. This month, South
Korea plans to ship Covid-19 test kits worth $2 million, it said.

“We have been consulting with the U.S., Iran and the banks
holding the frozen funds, seeking to make progress on this
issue,” said Koh Kyung-sok, a Foreign Ministry official. “So
far, we’ve been able to utilize some of the funds to expand
humanitarian trade with Iran, and will continue to seek ways
to increase such exchanges,” he said by phone.

The head of the Central Bank of Iran has said that the two
countries have been working on a special trade vehicle, similar
to that established with the European Union, which would
allow Iran to complete humanitarian transactions using the
money locked in Korean banks.

The U.S., which abandoned the 2015 nuclear deal two years
ago, has sought to “stonewall” the plan, according to Hemmati.

The EU mechanism -- known as Instex -- provides European
companies with a trading vehicle to sell goods and services
to Iran without using dollars, routing transactions through
U.S. banks, or moving money across the Iranian border. But
its impact has been limited due to companies’ fears over the
reach of American penalties.

“Should Korean banks not adhere to their international
agreements with us, we reserve our rights to take legal actions
under international laws,” Hemmati said.
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Stock market, a ground for
materializing ‘Surge in Production’

By Mahnaz Abdi

TEHRAN — The current Iranian calendar
year (began on March 20) is named the year of
“Surge in Production”, indicating that many
endeavors should be made in all sectors for
realizing a jump in the country’s production
status.

Materializing this motto requires strong
financial support for the production units, and
directing the liquidity toward the production
activities.

It is obvious that the stock market can
play a significant role in the realization of
this objective.

The country’s stock market enjoys high
potential to support domestic production
and as its capacity is being more and more
expanded, it should be noted that it's now
the best place for attracting the liquidity to
the production.

M A prosperous market

While the Iranian stock market has been
developed in recent years through many
measures such as applying more financial
instruments and also making the people
more acquainted with the stock market
activities, this market has been booming
since the previous year.

In the past Iranian year 1398, the
performance of the Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE), which is the main stock market of
Iran, was unprecedented, as its main index,
TEDPIX, which had closed at 178,000 points
at the end of the calendar year 1397, climbed
to 512,000 points at the end of last year.

The previous year was in factagolden era
for the Iranian stock market, as the volume
of trades and the number of shareholders
witnessed some outstanding growth, notat all
comparable with those of its preceding years.

The trend of sharp increase also continues
in the current year. TEDPIX has already
passed one million points in this year
registering a new record in the country’s
stock market’s history, something almost
unbelievable just some time ago.

Many factors are contributing to
the prosperity that the stock market
is experiencing, one of which is that
making investment in this market is now
more profitable compared to the parallel
markets such as those of gold coin and
foreign currency. Meanwhile, as previously
mentioned, people are getting more familiar
with activity in the stock market.

Promotion of production
elements

The need for securing the required funds
for the production activities on one side and
the promising status of the stock market

on the other side highlights how much this
market can pave the way for realizing the
slogan of “Surge in Production”.

The stock market can surge the
production through promoting the major
elements of production, which are capital,
workforce, and technology.

While the number of production
companies listed on the TSE has been
continuously rising since the past year,
the country is trying to bring also more
knowledge-based companies into this
market in the present year.

In the current year, a new index will be
introduced as the knowledge-based index
in the TSE, for which the initial measures
have been already taken.

This action makes the activities of
knowledge-based companies in the stock
market more tangible.

M Attracting attention of officials

As the stock market is flourishing more in
the country, it has brought the officials’ more
attention to its role in financing projects in
different sectors of the country, and it has
resulted in initiating some new approaches
regarding this market.

For example, Iranian Transport and
Urban Development Minister Mohammad
Eslami has recently announced that his
ministry’s planning to offer 12 freeway and
railway projects to be financed through
the country’s stock market.

Also in early April, Central Bank of Iran’s
Governor Abdolnaser Hemmati said that
the stock market’s role in financing should
be expanded regarding that this market is
being highly welcomed.

Bl Fast,
financing

While the motto of “Surge in Production”
defines a heavy responsibility for all sectors of
the country, the stock market can play a key
part for the materialization of this motto, as
it can provide financing in a rapid, low-cost,
and transparent way.

And this role becomes more important
when taking the sanctions into account.

Under the current condition, when the U.S.
cruel sanctions on the Iranian economy have
created many limitations for Iran’s industries
and domestic production, the stock market
can act effectively in supplying the production
sector with required funds, in a way faster
and at a lower cost compared to receiving
the banking facilities.

While through providing rapid and low-
cost financing in a ground of transparency,
the stock market directs the liquidity into the
production, it somehow prevents from the
attraction of liquidity by the unproductive
markets of housing, gold, and foreign
currency, and in this way, it protects the
national economy against the inflow of
liquidity which makes high inflation.

In fact, the stock market supports the
industries and domestic production on one
side, and strengthens the people’s contribution
to the national economic growth on the other
side, while the people also make profit out
of their investments.

M Privatization plan invigorating
stock market

The prosperity in the stock market is also
seen to continue as the government is now
seriously following up the implementation of

low-cost,

transparent

the privatization plan and has said that it will
speed up the process of offering more shares
of state-owned companies in the stock market
during the current Iranian calendar year.

But it should be noted that privatization
should spur productivity, not just collect the
capital.

M All-out co-op among government,
SEO, listed companies, shareholders
needed

To help the stock market move in the way
of realizing “Surge in Production” all-out
cooperation among the government, Securities
and Exchange Organization (SEO), the listed
companies, and the shareholdersis required.

Each of the mentioned bodies has
responsibilities to this end.

The government should encourage the
state-owned organizations and companies for
amore active presence in the stock market, it
should also prevent the growth in the parallel
markets such as housing, gold, and forex
markets.

The SEO should prepare the ground for
attracting more shareholders, improve trading
condition, promote the culture of activity in the
stock market among the people, develop the
services offered by the stock market brokerage
and consulting companies, offer incentives
to the listed companies, and create more and
more transparency.

The listed companies should offer proper,
complete, and transparent information on-time
and lead some proper part of the attracted
investment toward boosting production.

And the shareholders should keep abreast
of the latest news and information about the
market, refer to the specialized financial entities
including the brokerage and consulting
companies, bring their savings into the
stock market, lower the risk of investment
viatrading through the exchange-traded funds
(ETFs), prevent from emotional reaction and
approaches in decision making, and finally
make investment in the productive sectors.

In general, the stock market can play a
very effective role in a national economy by
booming and invigorating different sectors.
Itcan actas a major supporter of the domestic
economy.

In Iran, now that the stock market is
experiencing a really flourishing era- right
at the time when the liquidity should turnin
the direction of production- the government,
the SEO, and the people should take the
advantage of this condition and help this
market actasa major player in realizing the
motto of “Surge in Production” which will
bring economic prosperity for the country.

If such a thing realizes, it will be a real
win-win for all involved bodies.

Monthly non-oil exports improve 60%
as pandemic restrictions ease

TEHRAN — Head of
d e sk jranExportConfedera-
tion Mohammad Lahouti says the country’s
export has improved in the recent weeks
following the removal of some corona-related
restrictions in the borders, IRIB reported
on Wednesday.

The data regarding the exports in the sec-
ond Iranian calendar month of Ordibehesht
(April 20-May 20) indicates that the export
has improved by 60 percent compared to
the previous month, Lahouti said.

According to Lahouti, the exportsin the
mentioned month have fallen 50 percentin
comparison to the last year’s same period.

“Many countries around the world have
predicted asharp declinein trade,” he said,
adding that some international organiza-
tions see the global trade falling by about
30 percentin 2020, due to the coronavirus
outbreak.

Noting that many countries have reduced
corona-related restrictions and almostall
the country’s borders have resumed their
activities, the official predicted that the coun-
try’s export is going to increase further in
the coming weeks.

“In case that something unpredictable

does not happen, we can expect that in the
first six months of the [current Iranian cal-
endar] year (started on March 20), part of
the damage to Iran’s exports will be com-
pensated, and in the second half of the year,
we can even aim for increasing the exports
[compared to the previous year]” he said.

According to the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (TCCIMA) data, Iran’s exports in the
first month of the current calendar year
(March 20-April 20) decreased by about
39 percent year on year.

With the relative reopening of borders
and the reduction of restrictions, the decline
inexports recorded in previous months is
expected to be compensated in the coming
months.

Expansion of customs, trade ties
discussed between Iran, Armenia

TEHRAN — Head of
d e s Kk jran’sTrade Promotion
Organization (TPO) Hamid Zadboum
discussed expansion of trade and customs
relations during a meeting, via video
conference, with an Armenian delegation
comprised of senior officials from various
sectors.

As reported by the TPO, the Armenian
side of the meeting included deputies from
the economy, and territorial administration
and infrastructure ministries, Armenian
ambassador to Tehran, and a representative
from Customs Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia.

In the video conference meeting, which
was the second such meeting in the past 30
days, Zadboum mentioned the upward trend
of the two countries’ trade in the current
year and said: “Despite the coronavirus
outbreak, the trade between Iran and
Armenia has increased by up to 30 percent
over the past two months compared to the
same period last year.”

Equipping and modernizing road
infrastructure, crossings, laboratories,
quarantine centers, and cold storages
on the Iran-Armenia borders, as well as

establishing special banking relations
similar to those with Russia, implementing
bartering agreements, and the maximum
use of Armenia’s position and capacities
for developing trade with Eurasia, were
among the strategies Zadboum offered in
the meeting for boosting bilateral trade.

The official further noted that supporting
the expansion of the relations between the
two countries’ private sectors and especially
the chambers of commerce, establishing
jointindustrial settlements near the borders
to develop new markets in third countries,
increasing customs working hours, and
facilitating truck traffic are also among
the issues that need to be addressed in
order to improve trade relations.

The Armenian side also expressed their
appreciation for TPO’s constructive efforts
and stressed the above-mentioned issues to be
explored by aworking group recently formed
for this purpose to find practical solutions.

On May 30, Zadboum and Armenia’s
Deputy Minister of Economy Avag
Avanesyan had discussed the ways for
boosting bilateral cooperation in the
customs and trade areas through video
conference.

Iran, an exporter of anti-corona medical items

TEHRAN — Iranian Finance and Eco-
d nomic Affairs Minister Farhad Dejpasand
said despite the great demand for anti-corona medical items
in the early days of the pandemic, Iran has become an ex-

@ S

porter of such products.

Speaking in the 95th government-private sector dialogue
meeting on Tuesday, Dejpasand noted that this is a clear
indication of the potentials and capabilities of the Iranian

producers which should not be overlooked.

He also mentioned the negative impacts of the coronavirus
outbreak on the global economy as well as on Iran and noted
that oil revenues of many oil-producing countries including
Iran have fallen due to declining demand followed by the
coronavirus outbreak, however, Iran is more resilient than
the other countries since due to several years of sanctions,
the country’s reliance on oil sales has declined significantly.

“We do not feel much of the effects of coronavirus on oil
sales, and we are prepared to manage this,” Dejpasand said.

He also referred to the private sector’s worries over the
government’s new strategies for compensating the budget

Finance and Economic Affairs Minister Farhad Dejpasand

deficits resulted from the fall in oil revenues and said, “Some
might worry that the government might increase the taxes
to offset its budget deficits resulted from the pandemic, but
our approach is not to use tax instruments and pressure on
production units to realize our resources.”

he stressed.

The government plans to resolve its budget issues by
reducing expenditures and using other ways like Islamic
bonds and taping on the capacities of the capital market,

Elsewhere in the meeting, Gholam-Hossein Shafeie, the
head of Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines,
and Agriculture (ICCIMA), mentioned the single-window
business system, saying that launching this system would
be a great step toward improving the business environment
in the country.

During a ceremony on May 30, Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA)
launched the single-window business system.

Shafeie also called for the implementation of a unified and
coordinated management system at the country’s borders,
saying: “Unfortunately, this problem has existed for years
and we have not been able to solve it; each of the bodies such
as standard, health, customs, quarantine, law enforcement,
etc., work on their own and in an uncoordinated manner,
which wastes traders’ time and money.”
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Electricity sector needs

$1.2b

NS TEHRAN — Iranian

d e s Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanian says the country’s electricity
sector requires at least $1.2 billion annu-
ally torealize its development goals, IRNA
reported.

Speaking in a parliament open session
on Wednesday, Ardakanian noted that a
part of these needs is met through exporting
electricity to the neighboring countries.

“Iraq is Iran’s most important neighbor to
which we are currently exporting electricity,
thus meeting part of the foreign curren-
cy needed in the electricity industry,” the
minister said.

Ardakanian also mentioned the efficiency
of the country’s thermal power plants and
said: “A study of different regions of the world
shows that while the average efficiency of
thermal power plants in the world is 37.3
percent, this number is slightly better in our
country than the global average.”

The official put the power plants’ average
efficiency in the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 19) at 38.6 percent,
noting that efforts will be made this year
to raise the figure to more than 39 percent.

He went on underlining the importance

of the combine-cycled power plants saying,
combined cycle power plants are among the
most important units that can save signif-
icant amounts of natural gas and reduce
environmental pollutants.

Ardakanian expressed hope that the
government would support the ministry to
provide the necessary resources for these

power plants in order to save more fuel.

We have the capacity to add up to 7,500
megawatts new steam units to these power
plants, he said.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the minister
mentioned the significant fall in the electricity
losses in the national power grid and noted
that six years ago (when President Rouhani

every year

took office for the first 4-year period), losses
in the distribution sector stood at nearly 15
percent, while currently the figure has been
declined to 9.76 percent.

According to the official this level of re-
duction in the electricity losses mean that
the Energy Ministry has saved the country
nearly 500 trillion rials (about $20.8 billion)
worth of electricity.

Iran’s total power generation capacity
currently stands at about 85,000 MW.

Currently, combined cycle power plants
account for the biggest share in the country’s
total power generation capacity followed by
gas power plants.

Inearly April, Ardakanian announced that
the ministry plans to inaugurate 12 thermal
power plants with a total capacity of 2,100
MW as well as hundreds of solar and wind
farms and other small scale power stations
in the current Iranian calendar year (ends
on March 20, 2021).

According to the minister, following
a program called “A-B-Iran”, the Iranian
Energy Ministry is going to inaugurate 250
major water and electricity projects worth
500 trillion rials (about $11.9 billion) during
the current year.

A new transmission line synchromzes Iran, Iraq power grids

N E LMY TEHRAN— Iranian En-

S ergy Minister Reza Arda-
kanian said that Iran and Iraq’s power grids
have become synchronized since amonth ago
via the new Amarah-Karkheh 400-KV trans-
mission line stretching over 73 kilometers.

The new line is now synchronized to provide
electricity to both countries. Italso paves the
way for increasing export to power-hungry Iraq
inthe near future, Fars news agency reported.

With synchronization of the two grids,
the quality of electricity in Iraq will improve.

In 2004 Iran started selling electricity to
Irag. Iran electricity exports to the western
neighbor are at its highest level of 1,361 meg-
awatts per day now.

Last year, Ardakanian and Iraqi Deputy
Minister of Electricity Nafaa Abdulsada Ali
Al-Hmidawi inaugurated the operation of
linking Iran’s power grid to Iraq.

The operation was aimed at bringing more
sustainability for Iran and Iraq electricity sup-
ply, setting the ground for electricity exports
and ensure improvement of the supply grid.

Meanwhile, Managing Director of Iran Grid
Management Company Davood Farrokhzad
said that electricity exports to Iraq will increase
through more preparations.

Iranian and Iraqi dispatching centers were
connected in Baghdad and the power grids
were interlinked, he added.

He said that Iran’s electricity export to
Iragisinits highest level.

Last Wednesday, Ardakanian met with
his Iragi counterpart Majid Mahdi Hantoush
to discuss development of cooperation in the

field of electrlclty and related areas.

Aradakanian has focused his one-day visit
to Iraq on discussions pertaining to promot-
ing bilateral collaboration between the two
neighboring nations in the field of electricity,
synchronizing power grid between Tehran
and Baghdad, cooperating in education, and
expansion of power networks.

He is also scheduled to meet with Iraqi
top officials in a bid to boost cooperation in
the relevant fields.

Back in December 2019, Ardakanian an-
nounced that Iran will continue exports of
electricity to Iraq by renewing earlier contract.

“Iran has signed a 3-year-long cooperation
agreementwith Iraq to help the country’s power

l’

industry in different aspects The documents
state at its end that we will export electricity
to Iraq as far as they need,” Ardakanian told
FNA on December 9, 2019.

The contract to “export Iran’s electricity”
to Iraq will be extended, he added.

Iran’s electricity exports to the neighboring
countries in the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 19) reached 8 billion
kilowatt hours (kWh), registering an increase
of 27.6 percent year on year.

According to Iranian Electrical Power
Equipment Manufacturing and Provision
Company (known by its Persian acronym
SATKAB), the Islamic Republic of Iran ex-
ported electricity to Armenia, the Republic of

Azerbaijan, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iraqand
the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republicinthe
past calendar year.

Iran’s total energy exports to the mentioned
countries in the previous year stood at 8.31
billion kilowatt hours, 1.736 billion kWh more
than the figure for the preceding year.

The highest electricity export in the said
period was 6.652 billion kWh to Iraq, up 34.6
percent from the preceding year of 1397,
followed by Afghanistan (775 million kwh)
and Pakistan (516 million kWh). Armenia (53
million kWh) and Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic (33 million kWh).

Electricity imports in the previous year
amounted to about 1.329 billion kWh, of which
1.294 billion kWh were from Armenia and 34
million kWh was imported from the Auton-
omous Republic of Nakhchivan.

Based on the mentioned data, Iran’s elec-
tricity exports were six times more than the
country’s imports.

Iran’s electricity exports to its neighbors
are witnessing an upward trend in the current
Iranian calendar year (started on March 20)
as well, so that in the first 45 days of the year
electricity exports reached 436 million kWh,
19 percent more than the figure for the last
year’s same period.

Iran has had electricity exchanges with most
of its neighbors namely Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Turkey, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan,
Iraq, as well as the Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republicamong which Turkey, Iraq, Pakistan
and Afghanistan have been solely importers
of Iran’s electricity.

TEHRAN (Shana) — Iran’s gas industry
development has over the past six years
seen daily growing development with the
focus having been on recovery from the giant
South Pars gas field. Development of gas
industry is racing ahead in both upstream
and downstream sectors. Iran’s gas industry
train has been overcomingall restrictionsin
order to reach the final destination, which
is maximum recovery from joint fields and
replacement of gas with petroleum prod-
ucts. The gas industry hopes to connect all
cities, as well as all villages with more than
20 households to the national gas network.
In addition to maximum recovery from joint
gas fields, processing the already recovered
gas would be also instrumental in order to
avoid any halt in the development operations.

National Iranian Gas Company (N10OC)
Directorate of Production Coordination and
Supervision is tasked with coordinating and
supervising the affairs of gas refining compa-
nies. A total of seven gas refining companies
are operating across the country under the
authority of this Directorate. The companies
receive gas from sources to be refined and
fed into trunklines in order to finally reach
end-users.

The Shahid Hasheminejad gas refinery
(Khangiran) in Sarakhs in Iran’s northeastern
most spot, the Ilam gas refinery in western
Iran, the Bid Boland gas refining company
(the oldest gas refinery in the West Asia),
the Sarkhoun and Qeshm refinery in Bandar
Abbas, the Parsian gas refinery in Fars Prov-
ince, the Fajr Jam gas refinery in Bushehr
Province and the South Pars Gas Complex
(charged with gas recovery from the giant
South Pars gas field) are currently processing
and refining gas across the country.

Masoud Zardouyan, director of NIGC pro-
duction coordination and supervision, said:
“The gas refineries’ output totals 1 bem/d.”

He said that in addition to treated gas, a
variety of byproducts including condensate,
sulfur, ethane, propane and butane were being

supplied at the refineries.

He said that the current culture of high gas
consumption needed to be modified, adding
that gas, a God-given blessing, would have
to serve the long-term interests of people
and future generations.

M 13 refineries at South Pars

Zardouyan touched on Iran’s gas produc-
tion capacity, saying that 10 gas refineries
had become operational in the offshore South
Pars gas field area. He said that two more
refineries had already become operational,
but would be completely delivered to NIGC
later on.

He said that Pars Oil and Gas Company
(POGC) would also hand over a 13th refinery
at South Pars by 2021, which would bring the
total number of gas refineries to 13.

M Gas quality closely watched

Zardouyan said that refining companies
were complying with NIGC'’s IGS standard
in their production. He said IGC was a strict
environmental standard.

He said all requirements for IGC had

Iran gas sector experlencmg fast development

been fulfilled at refining companies whose
production is under close watch.

As far as byproducts are concerned, the
standards are regulated based on the cus-
tomers and buyers’ demands, while the sulfur
content and the purity of products comply
with standard levels.

The expression of satisfaction by foreign
buyers of products with the high quality of
products shows the high level of standards
in gas production.

M Ilam Refinery development

Zardouyan said Ilam gas refinery was a
strategic facility in Iran due to its location.
He said that Ilam refinery’s role in gas supply
to western Iran was similar to the Khangiran
refinery’s gas supply to northeast Iran.

He said that the gas production spots
were located in the southern half the country.

“Inour view, the Khangiran storage facility
(supplier of gas to the Hasheminejad refin-
ery) in northeast and the Tange Bijar facility
(supplier of gas to Ilam gas refinery) in the
west are significant sources of gas supply,”

the official said.

He added that National Iranian Oil Com-
pany (NIOC) had in its primary studies es-
timated that 10.2 mem/d of gas would be
recovered from Ilam refinery. In phase one,
the output was 6.8 mem/d, he said, adding
that gas recovery has been under way at this
refinery since 2007.

The second development phase of llam
gas refinery is put out to tender, which would
bring the final production capacity there at
10.2 mem/d.

M Flaring on the decline

Zardouyan touched on the measures taken
toreduce flaring at gas refineries across the
country, saying: “The top priority in flaring
is environmental concerns, including CO2
and SO2 emissions. The second pointis the
non-profitability of some varieties of gas that
is flared. This issue takes up added signifi-
cance in South Pars due to the concentration
of more production units.”

M Efficient use

Asked about future production from
mature reservoirs, Zardouyan said: “The
accelerated development of South Pars in
recent years has added to the country’s gas
production on a daily basis. But the fact is
that gas consumption has been increasing
at the same pace. Once SP14 is completed
development of South Pars would be over
and no new development project could be
envisaged to meet growing consumption.
Therefore, we had better change habits
and some uneconomical methods in order
to benefit from this national asset in a better
way in favor of public, society and future
generations.”

M Alternative reservoirs

Zardouyan said gas reservoirs would
deplete one day and gas refineries would
be out of service.

He said that the Directorate of Corporate
Planning at the Petroleum Ministry, NIOC
and NIGC were holding regular meetings
in order to find alternative gas reservoirs.
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Sivand oil field’s 1st well to go
operational soon

TEHRAN — Iranian Offshore Oil Company
d e sk (100C) has finished the drilling operations
for the first well of Sivand offshore oilfield in the Persian Gulf
and the well is going to go operational in near future, Shana
reported.

“We are currently in the stage of completing the well and after
the end of this stage, production will begin.” Mehdi Heidar-Bo-
zorg executive manager of the field’s drilling operations said.

According to the official, the mentioned project has been
carried out in order to maintain and increase the production
capacity of Sivand and Esfand oil fields and it is estimated that
with the completion of the project, 1600 barrels per day will
be added to the production of this oil field.

100C signed an EPD (engineering, procurement and drill-
ing) contract with Petro Iran Company, in October 2018, for
maintaining and enhancing oil production capacity of Sivand,
Esfand and Dena offshore oilfields.

The deal covered various operations including drilling, re-
pair and completion of 13 wells in the three fields, including
the drilling of four new wells, re-drilling 6 wells and repairing
three others.

Sivand (Siri C) oil field is located in the west of Siri Island
in the Persian Gulf about 100 km above the border line with
the United Arab Emirate (UAE).

And with the full implementation of the plan to maintain and
increase oil production in the Sivand and Esfand fields, the daily
oil production of the two fields will increase by 16,000 barrels.

U.S. sanctions 121 ships
linked to Iran’s IRISL; little
oil market impact expected

The U.S. Treasury Department on June 8 designated 121 tank-
ers, container ships and other vessels owned or tied to Iranian
shipper IRISL for additional secondary sanctions, but the action
is expected to have limited impact on crude and oil product
markets, Platts reported.

The list names two crude carriers, seven products/chemical
tankers and six bunkering tankers.

Two of the medium-range tankers on the list -- the Clavel and
the Petunia -- recently delivered Iranian gasoline to Venezuela,
according to cFlow, Platts trade-flow software.

In addition to designating IRISL, or the Islamic Republic
of Iran Shipping Lines, the secondary sanctions also named
Esail Shipping, also known as E-Sail Shipping, of Shanghai.

The Trump administration last month warned the global
maritime, energy and metal industries to be on guard for “il-
licit shipping” schemes that expose them to sanction risks,
particularly with trades involving Iran, North Korea and Syria.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in a statement
that “doing business with or otherwise supporting” IRISL or
E-Sail is exposed to potential sanction risks.

“We urge government authorities worldwide to investigate
all IRISL and E-Sail activity in your ports and territorial seas
and take appropriate action to put a halt to it,” he added.

Nigeria vows full compliance
with OPEC+ output cuts
by mid-July

Nigeria will implement all of the oil-production cuts agreed
with the OPEC+ coalition by mid-July at the latest, Bloomberg
guoted the head of the country’s state oil company as saying.

The latest agreement by the 23-nation alliance, struck over
the weekend, hinged on promises from the African producer
and others to make up for their past disregard of output
guotas. OPEC+, led by Saudi Arabia and Russia, is cutting
about 10 percent of global oil supplies to offset the demand
hit from coronavirus.

“Definitely by the end of June, we’ll see full compliance
from Nigeria,” Mele Kyari, group managing director of Nige-
rian National Petroleum Corp., or NNPC, said in a Bloomberg
television interview when asked when the full package of
curbs will be implemented. It will be done in the first half of
July “in the worst case scenario,” he said.

Over the past 10 days the country has been cutting more
than required under the OPEC+ pact, Kyari said.

Oil Minister Timipre Sylva said in an Instagram post earlier
this month that Nigeria was pumping 1.412 million barrels
aday, exactly in line with its OPEC+ target. It implemented
only 52 percent of the designated reduction last month, when
it pumped 1.613 million barrels a day he said.

That would roughly require the country to curb production
by an extra 67,000 barrels a day for three months to offset
its earlier deviation, according to Bloomberg calculations.

International oil prices have rebounded to about $40 a
barrel in London, more than double the low reached in late
April, as OPEC+ reins in supply and fuel demand recovers.
The coalition’s accord will support crude at about $42 to $45
a barrel by the end of the year, Kyari said.

The discount on Nigerian crude versus Brent, the inter-
national reference price, will probably disappear by the end
of July, he added.

Yet the market’s journey back to pre-crisis conditions
will be slow. Global oil demand probably won’t reach levels
seen before the pandemic until the third quarter of 2021,
he predicted.

While some of Nigeria's assets can produce with oil prices
below $30 a barrel, the country is insisting that partners and
suppliers cut costs “by at least 30 percent to 40 percent” to
ensure projects remain in their “comfort zone,” he said.
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N.I.S.0.C
NATIONAL IRANIAN SOUTH OILFILDS COMPANY AHVAZ-IRAN
TENDER NO. : 48-32-9800107
National Iranian South Oilfields Company(NISOC) intends to purchase the following goods

1399.1178

S Material Description Quantity

06 HYDRAULIC DRIVEN DIAPHRAGM PUMP ACCORDING TO API 675 15 Nos & 15 SETs

Vendors who intend to participate in aforesaid tenders are requested to send their "intention To Participate" letter
via fax to the following number along with their resume according to Qualitative Assessment Form no. 1, available
at: WWW.nisoc.ir, not later than 14 days after the second announcement, otherwise, their requests for
participation in the tender will be disregarded.

The applicants should have relevant background in supplying the required goods and capability to provide and
submit a bid bond of 6,148 EURO or 990,000,000 RIAL, in favor of NISOC.

Tender documents including the materials thorough technical specifications and Qualitative Assessment Forms
can be accessed via: WWW.nisoc.ir-material procurement management tab

ONLY ACCEPTABLE DELIVERY TERM IS D.D.P,, NISOCS MATERIAL APPROVAL

NO ADVANCE PAYMENT WILL BE PAID

FOREIGN PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
Bldg. No. 104, Material Procurement Management Complex
Kouy-e-Fadaeian Islam (New Site), Ahvaz, Iran
E.MAIL: KALA.F.P@nisoc.ir Tel.No.: 06134123589 Fax No.: 0613445 7437
Public Relations www.shana.ir www.nisoc.ir
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‘ ANALYSIS/INTERVIEW

Black Americans still viewed as slaves by
many white people, says anthropologist

‘United States is still a racist society’

The reason this is a continual
problem is that police conduct is not under
the full control of the mayor or even the
chief of police. The mayor and chief of
police can hire and fire policemen, but
they can’t control their conduct, and they
can’t punish them except to fire them
from their jobs. The police have a very
strong federation with their own lawyers.
Moreover, the laws generally favor the
policemen. All a policeman has to say
is: “The subject threatened me, so | shot
him (or her),” and the law protects the
policeman from punishment. They also can
say “the subject was resisting arrest,” and
the law will equally favor the policeman.
The U.S. Supreme Court has made it even
harder to convict policemen for murder
when they are “on duty.”

However, because almost anyone can
take a video with their phones, policemen
have found it harder to use these excuses
when there is video evidence showing
that they were lying, as in the case of
George Floyd.

Police are not supposed to be racist.
But many are. The head of the police
federation in Minneapolis appeared
on stage with Donald Trump this year,
supporting him. Many people think that
Trump is a racist, and that his actions
protect racist policemen.

If this murder were only restricted to
Minnesota, the protests would not have
spread. These kinds of confrontations
have been going on for many years all
throughout the United States, and many
people feel that policemen in general are
racist. Black people are very afraid of them.
Fathers and mothers educate their children
about how to behave if confronted by a
policeman or policewoman, because they
have seen many innocent people killed by
the police in routine encounters. About 1
in 1000 black men can expect to be killed
by a policeman.

For this reason, the murder of George
Floyd was just the latest outrage for
not only the black community, but for
many white citizens as well, especially
younger white people who have a much
less prejudiced view of black people. The

If this murder were only restricted to
Minnesota, the protests would not have
spread.

protests against George Floyd’s murderers
quickly spread to other communities where
black people had been murdered by the
police. These incidents are so widespread
in the United States that hundreds of
communities rose up and protested.
Sadly, we must confront the fact that the
United States is still a racist society. The
entire economy of the American South was
dependent on slavery, and culturally black
Americans are still viewed as slaves or at
least inferior by many white people. Even

distinguished professors, athletes, artists
and politicians have had bad encounters
with the police. So these protests are
essentially saying “ENOUGH!!”

M As president of the United States,
Trump also angered protesters with a
tweet following the incident, to the point
that Twitter was forced to hide his tweet.
What is the reason for Trump’s racist
approach?

A: Trump’s supporters are largely non-
college-educated white men living in rural

Police are not supposed to be racist. But
many are. The head of the police federation
in Minneapolis appeared on stage with
Donald Trump this year, supporting him.
Many people think that Trump is a racist,
and that his actions protect racist policemen.

areas. A large number of them are racist.
Trump knows this, and he manages to
keep them supporting him by sending
out racist messages himself. He is telling
them that it is acceptable to be racist, and
they respond positively to that message.

M Given that the November elections
are important for Trump, it seems that
he feels that racist rhetoric can attract
whites who also have racial approaches.
What is your assessment?

A: Yes, most people believe that this
is Trump’s strategy. | believe it is safe to
say that Trump will receive 100% of the
racist vote in the next election. He knows
this, and so he keeps sending out racist
messages to signal these people: “I am
like you. | will protect you.”

Il One of the dangers facing the U.S. is
multiculturalism for which liberalism has
not been able to find a solution. Why has the
country not been able to find a way to this
multiculturalism and attract immigrants,
linguistic, racial and religious minorities
to the dominant American culture?

Actually, | don’t agree with you. The
United States has in fact been supremely
successful in attracting immigrants,
and is becoming more multicultural
every day. This is the problem for the
white population, however. Twenty or
thirty years ago the vast majority of the
United States population was white. This
is changing rapidly. Only recently the white
population in many parts of the country
is becoming a minority population. In
some parts of the Southwest, Hispanic
Americans outnumber non-Hispanic
Americans, Washington D.C., the nation’s
capital is majority African-American, as
are many large United States cities. The
white population is in panic. They hate
being in the minority in their communities,
and many would like the black and brown
and non-Christian people to disappear.
But these recent immigrants are not
disappearing. They are, every year, a larger
and larger proportion of the population.
The United States in 20 years will be totally
a nation with a majority of non-white
people, and that is what has made racism
so violent.

‘Denigrated and discredited’: how American journalists became targets during protests

A photographer who says she was blinded
inone eye. A TV reporter surrounded
and arrested by police live on air. A
cameraman slammed in the chest with
a riot shield while filming a peaceful
protest outside the president’s home.

These brutal crackdowns on the media
did not take place in a developing world
dictatorship. They were in the United
States of America, a nation admired
around the world for its constitutional
right to freedom of speech — but where
Donald Trump has spent four years con-
stantly denigrating the media.

During more than a week of demon-
strations triggered by the death
of George Floyd, an African American
man killed by a white Minneapolis po-
lice officer who pressed a knee on his
neck for nearly nine minutes, journalists
covering the story have become targets
for both police and protesters in cities
across the country, waving their press
badges in vain.

The U.S. Press Freedom Tracker,
organized by a coalition of press free-
dom groups, has counted more than 300
incidents since the unrest began: “49+
arrests, 192 assaults (160 by police),
42 equipment/newsroom damage. As-
sault category breakdown: 69 physical
attacks (43 by cops), 43 tear gassings,
24 pepper sprayings, 77 rubber bullets/
projectiles.”

Many campaigners find the situation
impossible to divorce from Trump’s
sustained contempt for the media. He
has railed against “fake news” and de-
scribed the press as “the enemy of the
people”.

Suzanne Nossel, chief executive of
PEN America, a leading human rights
and free expression organisation, said:
“You can’t but see the linkage when
somebody with such a powerful plat-
form has been relentlessly attacking
individual journalists and media out-
lets and discrediting their reporting so
persistently, and then you see members
of law enforcement who are actually
willing to be caught on film and on cam-
era arresting and attacking members
of the mediawho are doing their job.”

She added: “It’s as if a switch had
been turned off in terms of respecting
the role of a free press in a democracy.”

Attacks on journalists by protest-
ers, or people who attach themselves to
protests, has also been another striking
feature of the demonstrations, which
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Journalists from across the U.S. have reported being targeted by police at protests

have generally been peaceful by day
but in some instances marred by vio-
lence at night. A crew from Fox News
was surrounded by demonstrators
outside the White House and jeered
at and pelted with objects until they
fled. In Atlanta, a crowd stormed the
headquarters of CNN.

Nossel added: “Your goal in terms
of mounting a forceful demonstration
is to capture attention and headlines
and television coverage and the me-
diais crucial to that, so for protesters
to turn on journalists evinces a real
confusion about what it is that keeps
our democracy and mechanisms of ac-
countability working.

“The press makes mistakes and
misjudgments and that’s a fact, but to
think of aworking journalist as some-
how your enemy, somebody deserving
of attack, does reflect this campaign of
denigration and discrediting.”

But law enforcement has been by
far the main culprit.

In Minneapolis alone, Linda Tirado,
afreelance photojournalist and activist
who has contributed to the Guardian,
said she was now blind in her left eye
after being shot at by police; the CNN
correspondent Omar Jimenez, who is
black, was arrested on live television and
released a short time later; Ali Velshi,
a host on the MSNBC network, said
he was shot in the leg by police firing
rubber bullets after his crew identified

themselves as journalists.

In Washington, Amelia Brace and
Tim Myers were reporting for Aus-
tralia’s 7News channel outside the
White House when they, along with
peaceful protesters, were charged by
park police and the national guard so
Trump could stage a photo op outside
a historic church.

With its first amendment guarantee
of free speech, America has typically
been relied on by journalists, writers
and dissidents around the world who
face persecution from authoritarian gov-
ernments. Washington has condemned
mediarepression in Egypt, Turkey and
elsewhere. But that moral credibility
has been put at risk by a steady deteri-
oration during the Trump era.

In 2018, the U.S. for the first time
joined the ranks of the most danger-
ous countries for journalists to oper-
ate, according to the advocacy group
Reporters Without Borders. Last week
the International Crisis Group, usually
preoccupied by global hotspots, warned
that racial division risks further “divi-
sion and instability”.

Speaking from Zimbabwe, Tendai
Biti, a human rights lawyer, said he
has a 13-year-old son growing up in
Maryland. “I'm thinking whether I made
the right decision to allow him to go to
school in the United States of America
because he’s black and it’s obvious there
are huge structural issues around race,

around inequality, around exclusion
which America must deal with,” he said.

“But what’s also shocking is the dis-
proportionate response of the state, if
you like, the Africanisation of American
politics, the language of exclusion and
the language of hate and, of course, what
we’ve seen, the exuberant and excessive
force used by the authorities.”

Biti, a former political prisoner
who served as finance minister in a
power-sharing agreement with the then
president, Robert Mugabe, added: “For
us, who have been fighting autocra-
cies and dictatorship on the African
continent, the events in America are
giving licence and legitimacy to the au-
thoritarianism and dictatorship and
violence that we have seen as democrats
for decades.

“Every little tinpot on the African
continent is smiling and is studying
America’s new copybook plucked from
the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
from Zimbabwe, from the Central Af-
rican Republic, from Djibouti.”

The implications for journalists in
Africa and elsewhere are profound,
Biti added. “Whenever truth becomes
a casualty then journalists will suffer.
They are mediums of communication,
whether it’'s newspapers, whether it’'s
websites, whether it's social media. In
Africa, once, the medium of communi-
cation becomes a target, then the mes-
sengers become targets and you’ve got
a problem.”

Far from toning down his rhetoric,
Trump has continued his assault in
remarks and tweets. At the end of
May he wrote, “The Lamestream
Media is doing everything within
their power to foment hatred and
anarchy,” and called journalists “truly
bad people with a sick agenda”. He has
not offered any hint that he accepts
responsibility for helping create a
hostile environment.

Bill Galston, a former policy adviser
to President Bill Clinton, said: “I do
a lot of reading every day about how
the rest of the world is reacting to this
and, as an American, it makes me really
want to cry. We are the object of scorn
from our enemies and pity from our
friends. We’ve come to this? At least
your country [the UK] has had some
decades to get accustomed to the idea
of national decline. We're new to it.”

(Source: The Guardian)
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Just to fan the flame!

M No sign of Antifa

U.S. Attorney General William Barr has repeatedly blamed
anti-fascist activists for the violence that has erupted during
demonstrations over George Floyd’s death, but as a report by
NPR claims, federal court records show no sign of so-called Antifa
links so far in cases brought by the Justice Department.

Experts reviewed court documents of individuals facing federal
charges connected with the unrest. As of Tuesday morning, none
is alleged to have links to the Antifa movement.

The single instance in which an extremist group is mentioned
in court documents is against three Nevada men. Federal prosecu-
tors allege the trio belong to the right-wing Boogaloo movement
that wants to bring about a civil war. The men have been charged
with plotting violence during Las Vegas protests.

Experts believe that Antifa isn’t even a group; it's more of
a diffuse movement of leftists who share a similar ideology in
opposition to fascism. In an interview with Fox News, William
Pelham Barr, a government official and the 77th and 85th Unit-
ed States Attorney General, described Antifa as a “very loosely
organized group” with a “sort of unique or unusual system of
communication and organization.” On the question of hierar-
chy, he said that “there are people who could be characterized
as leaders in any given situation.”

In sworn testimony before congressional lawmakers, FBI Di-
rector Christopher Wray said the bureau considers Antifa “more
of an ideology than an organization.”
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B Who gave Trump the information?

On Tuesday, the New York Times reported that Trump’s con-
spiracy theory is based on a segment broadcasted by a conserv-
ative cable network called One America News. This cable has a
minuscule audience, attracts few readers on the web, and has
struggled to break into the television mainstream. But thanks
to one powerful viewer in the White House, the network’s influ-
ence —and its conspiracy theories — are echoing in the highest
reaches of American politics.

The segment would probably have faded into obscurity had
Trump not chosen to amplify it to his nearly 82 million Twitter
followers. Later on Tuesday, One America News aired a follow-up
segment that portrayed Mr. Gugino as a liberal extremist, “far
from the kindly old man that many in the media are describing,”
in the words of a correspondent, Pearson Sharp.

One America News, based in San Diego, was founded in 2013
by Robert Herring, a California businessman who made a fortune
in the technology industry. The network rallied behind Trump in
the 2016 presidential election. Its coverage increasingly shifted to
cheerleading on behalf of the president and his administration.

Trump, a keen tracker of his media coverage, took notice. On
Twitter and sometimes at public events, he often promotes One
America News as a preferable alternative to Fox News, which
is another network known for conservative opinion whose cov-
erage occasionally rankles Trump. Inside the West Wing, One
America News often airs on television screens alongside main-
stream cable news networks, the New York Times’ report says.
Its White House correspondent, Chanel Rion, is now a staple of
nationally televised news briefings, often called on by Trump’s
press secretary, Kayleigh McEnany.

The Herring family, in turn, has positioned One America News
as a destination for pro-Trump viewers who feel alienated from
more mainstream conservative outlets. The network’s chief
executive, Robert Herring, claimed in a Twitter post that his
network would present “follow-up reporting” to back up its
claims about Mr. Gugino. “Mr. President, you haven't let us
down on doing what you say, and we won’t let you down as your
source for credible news!” Mr. Herring wrote.

In the segment about Mr. Gugino, the One America News
reporter, Mr. Rouz, claims that “newly released video appeared
to show Gugino using a police tracker on his phone trying to
scan police communications during the protest.” The footage,
as seen in the segment, offers no explicit evidence to back up
that assertion.

B Who is Gugino? Activist or extremist?

“He was an activist a seasoned peacenik who in a lifetime
of protest has taken part in demonstrations against military
drones, climate change, nuclear weapons, and police brutali-
ty,” said Gugino’s friends to the New York Times on Tuesday.

But Mr. Gugino is also a football fan, they said, a mild-mannered
bachelor and a Buffalo native who returned to his hometown
some years ago to care for his ailing mother.

The one thing he is not, however, those who knew him said,
iswhat Trump suggested he was on Twitter Tuesday morning:
awily Antifa provocateur.

“Antifa? Oh, heavens no,” said Judy Metzger, 85, a longtime
friend who lives near Mr. Gugino in Amherst, a suburb of the
city. “Martin is a very gentle, a very pleasant person.”

Born in Buffalo, Mr. Gugino spent most of his working life in
Cleveland, where he specialized in creating computer databases,
his friends and colleagues said.

He went back to his hometown to care for his mother, and
after she died, he lived alone in her home, finding fellowship
at the Western New York Peace Center and other parts of the
city’s close-knit left-wing activist community.

John Washington, 35, first met Mr. Gugino at an Occupy
Buffalo event in 2011 when both men took to the streets of
Niagara Square, the same place where Mr. Gugino was shoved
by the police last week. “He has this kind of thirst for justice,”
Mr. Washington said. “He gets very latched onto powerful ideas
and tries to really experience them, not just learn them.”

Trump and his allies have often tried placing anti-fascists
and other “outside agitators” at the center of the protests. This
is a way to delegitimize them and to deflect from the fact that
the vast majority of the demonstrations have been peaceful.

But even by his own standards, Trump appeared to test the
boundaries of credulity by trying to brand a retired septuage-
narian computer programmer as a follower of Antifa, whose
adherents are, for one thing, generally much younger. In fact,
as Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, believes, Trump seems to
want only to fan the flames. But why?



INTERNATIONAL DAILY

Virtual tours of Iran
available for foreign tourists

TEHRAN — An Iranian travel agency is offering
d e sk virtual tours of some distinguished historical
places across the country for foreign tourists as the country’s
tourism, like many other countries, has gone into partial or com-
plete lockdown over the Covid-19 pandemic.

Some of the country’s UNESCO World Heritage sites such
as Imam Square, best known as Naghsh-e Jahan Sq. in Isfahan,
Persepolis in Shiraz, Golestan Palace in Tehran, and historical
city of Yazd can be visited online, travel agency manager Mehdi
Eshragi said on Wednesday, ISNA reported.

Interactive virtual tours of Iranian cooking are also organized
for foreign food lovers, which are held in English language, he
added.

He also noted that each tour will cost about 14 euros, which is
affordable compared to similar tours around the globe.

Iran has suffered an average 15.8 percent fall in foreign ar-
rivals during the first three months of 2020 compared to the
same period last year, according to data released by the United
Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) that analyzes
impact of the Covid-19 on international tourism.

However, Iran’s tourism ministry has forecast that the coun-
try will start hosting foreign travelers as of mid-summer with
the priority given to travelers from the neighboring countries.

Iran’s tourism suffered several times over the past Persian
year (ended March 20) from various upheavals including the
U.S. sanctions aimed to cripple Iran’s economy, flash floods in
March 2019, the [mistakenly] downing of a Ukrainian jetliner in
January, and ultimately the coronavirus pandemic in the country.

The ancient land embraces hundreds of historical sites such
as bazaars, museums, mosques, bridges, bathhouses, madrasas,
mausoleums, churches, towers, and mansions, of which 22 being
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage list. Under the 2025
Tourism Vision Plan, the country aims to increase the number
of touristarrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 to 20 million in 2025.

Museum of ceramic opens
In Tehran

TEHRAN — Farzaneh Ceramic Museum was
d e s inaugurated in Tehran on Tuesday, CHTN re-
ported.

The director of Tehran Province’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts Department Parham Janfeshan, the founder of
the museum Leila Farzaneh and the director of museums and
historical properties at the tourism ministry Mohammadreza
Kargar were among the attendees of the inauguration ceremony.

—
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Speaking at the ceremony, Janfeshan noted that the museum
is first of its kind which can be a place for architects and designers
to come together.

The art of designing and producing ceramics is originated
from handicrafts and the secret of its permanence is its usage in
Iranian architecture, he added.

The museum, which is privately owned, displays collections
by artist Leia Farzaneh.

Handicraft workshops open
In eastern lran

TEHRAN — Eight handicraft workshops have
d e s Kk peenlaunched inthe eastern South Khorasan
province on the occasion of the national handicrafts week, which
is being held from June 9 to 16.
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The workshops will be used for traditional towel weaving,
wicker works and cutting precious and semi-precious stones,
CHTN quoted provincial tourism chief Hassan Ramezani as
saying on Wednesday.

Iran exported $427 million worth of handicrafts during the
first eleven months of the past calendar year 1398 (ended March
19). Of the figure, some $190 million was earned via suitcase trade
(allowed for customs-free and tax-free transfer) through 20 prov-
inces, according to deputy tourism minister Pouya Mahmoudian.

“Some 295 fields of handicrafts are currently practiced across
Iran with more than two million people engaging, majority of
whom are women... Handicrafts also play an important role in
the economy in our rural villages,” she said.
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Pre-historical culture
unearthed in central Iran

TEHRAN — Iran has recently unearthed
d e s arare Bronze Age culture, related settle-
ments and relics following to rounds of excavation inaplain
near the north-central city of Qom.

“Archaeological excavations carried out at a broad natural
sandy-gravel hill named Tepe Yousef Khan has revealed relics
and remains which are related to the Kura—Araxes culture
known as one of the most developed Bronze Age cultures of
the time,” IRNA quoted senior Iranian archaeologist Siam-
ak Sarlak, who led the excavations, as saying on Tuesday.

The Kura—Araxes culture, also called the Early Transcau-
casian culture, was a civilization that existed from about
4000 BC until about 2000 BC, which has traditionally been
regarded as the date of its end; in some locations, it may
have disappeared as early as 2600 or 2700 BC. The earliest
evidence for this culture is said to be found on the Ararat
plain; it spread northward in the Caucasus by 3000 BC.

Talking about the discovery, Sarlak explained thatin 2019
wintertime a digging was held by locals in Khaveh village to
develop economic and agricultural activities. It, however,
led to the accidental discovery of the pottery vessels and
human remains in an ancient cemetery located beneath a
natural hill named after its private owner, Yousef Khan.

Following reports to the Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts, a team of archaeologists led by
Sarlak started an extensive survey at the site under the su-
pervision of the Iranian Center for Archaeological Research
(ICAR).

“Samples of burial remains have been lent to [archaeolog-
ical institutions in] Denmark and Italy for further genetics
studies and other related examinations under memoranda
of understanding the institutions have previously inked with
Iran’s Cultural Heritage and Tourism Research Institute.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Sarlak explained that the
discovery of Yousef Khan cemetery and the preliminary
results of the research conducted in this area, has led the
team to clarify some ambiguous points in the archeology
of the Bronze Age in Qom plain.

“Firstly, it concluded the chronological sequence of Qom
plain. Before the excavations at Yousef Khan cemetery, ex-
cept in the Qoli Darwish [archaeological] area, there was
no evidence in other areas of the Qom plain that shows a
rupture in the chronological sequence from the end of the
Elamite period to the beginning of the Middle Bronze Age
(2200-1550BC).”

“Moreover, the documents obtained from Yousef Khan
cemetery showed that the direct presence of the Kura—Araxes
culture in Qom plain often seems to be limited to the its
southern mountainous areas ...”

The head of the archeological excavation added: “Un-
doubtedly, such conclusions are only a temporary assumption
and are based on the present evidence, and such assumption
will remain the same until the completion of surveys in the
plains and mountains of the Qom region.”

Referring to the geographical location of the archaeo-
logical site, he noted that Yousef Khan cemetery indicates
the direct evidence of the Kura—Araxes culture, which is
located at an altitude of 2000 meters above sea level in the
foothills south of the Qom plain.

According to Sarlak, the third point indicates some
archaeological evidence that this culture had coexistence,
interaction, and connection with the native culture of the
region.

“For confirmation of this assumption, concerning the
simultaneous presence of pottery traditions scattered in the
region, we adopted the flowing as criteria for the graves of
Yousef Khan hill: 1) - Kura—Araxes culture (scorched black
and red-brown pottery, utensils with so-called Nakhchivan
handles, the use of embossed decoration on handmade pot-

Archaeological excavations carried out at a broad natural
sandy-gravel hill named Tepe Yousef Khan has revealed
relics and remains which are related to the Kura—Araxes
culture known as one of the most developed Bronze Age

cultures of the time.

tery). 2) pottery traditions of the native culture (pea-colored
potteries and simple brick-making earthenware, and con-
tainers with gutter-shaped catchment) .”

Talking about their occupation; their source of income,
the senior archaeologist noted: “The available evidence
suggests that the Kura—Araxes communities were based
in the valleys of the mountainous regions south of Qom,
relying on livestock breeding for their economic and that
their settlement pattern was likely based on nomadic or
semi-nomadic migration.”

“Dating of the graves is difficult because, after the collapse
of late 4th millennium BC large sites in the central Iranian
plateau, there are no known nearby settlements dated to
the 3rd millennium. However, by analogy to more distant
sites and based on pottery, cylinder seals and metal objects,
a preliminary date within the middle 3rd millennium BC
has been proposed for the cemetery,” according to a paper
jointly written by Arkadiusz Soltysiak, Siamak Sarlak, and
Hadi Rafiei.

Human remains from Khaveh were studied in 2019 in the
facilities of the Department of Archaeology, University of
Kashan, using the standard protocols presented in Buikstra
and Ubelaker with some modifications. In total, the skeletal
remains of seven individuals were identified, including six
adultsand one infant, likely a neonate. All retrieved elements
were extremely eroded and fragmented, with mostly only
pieces of long bone shafts being identified.

Based on general robustness, two individuals were assessed
as more likely females than males and one as more likely
male than female. Age-at-death assessment was possible

only in the case of the best-preserved skeleton, having two
teeth exhibiting a moderate-high degree of dental wear,
therefore suggesting that it was a mature individual.

Sources say that the economy of the Kura—Araxes commu-
nities was based on farming and livestock-raising (especially
of cattle and sheep). They grew grain and orchard crops,
and are known to have used implements to make flour. They
raised cattle, sheep, goats, dogs, and in later phases, horses.

Before the Kura-Araxes period, horse bones were not
found in Transcaucasia. Later, beginning about 3300 BC,
they became widespread, with signs of domestication. There
is evidence of trade with Mesopotamia as well as Asia Minor.
Itis, however, considered above all to be indigenous to the
Caucasus, and its major variants characterized (according
to Caucasus historian Amjad Jaimoukha) later major cul-
tures in the region.

From the Caspian in the northwest to Baluchistan in the
south-east, the Iranian Plateau extends for close to 2,000
km. Itencompasses the greater part of Iran, Afghanistan and
Pakistan west of the Indus River containing some 3,700,000
square kilometers. In spite of being called a “plateau”, it
is far from flat but contains several mountain ranges, the
highest peak being Damavand in the Alborz mountain range
at 5610 m, and the Dasht-e Loot east of Kerman in Central
Iran falling below 300 m.

The first well-documented evidence of human habitation
inthe Iranian plateau is in deposits from several excavated
cave and rock-shelter sites, located mainly in the Zagros
Mountains of western Iran and dated to Middle Paleolithic
or Mousterian times (c. 100,000 BC).

14 properties in Tehran added to National Heritage List

TEHRAN — A total of 14
d e s Kk nhistoricalandnaturalsitesin
the Iranian capital have recently beeninscribed
on the National Heritage List, IRNA reported.

Laleh Hotel in Lalehzar Street, Pasteur In-
stitute of Iran, Ford Building, Qeitarieh Park
and Melal Cultural Center are some of the new
entries, Mostafa Pourali, a senior official with
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourismand
Handicrafts said on Wednesday.

Laleh Hotel in Lalehzar Street was builtin
1945 in a street, which was known as Tehran
Broadway in1930s, 40s,and 50s. Modern theatre
scene started at six theater centers located at
the Lalehzar Streetwhile italso had 16 cinema
halls. Lalehzar aesthetic was acombination of
Western architecture with national symbolsand
elements.

Pasteur Institute of Iranisamedical research
center, which was established in 1920. Itis con-
sidered asone of the oldest leading research and
public health centersin Iran and West Asia.
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Melal Cultural Center is a Qajar-era
(1789-1925) palace, while Qeitarieh Park was
agarden belonged to one of the sisters of the
Qajar king Nasser ad-Din Shah (1821-1900).

The first time Tehran is mentioned in
historical accounts is in an 1lth-century
chronicle in which it is described as a small
village north of Ray.

Ray, in which signs of settlement dates
from 6000 BC, is often considered to be Teh-
ran’s predecessor. It became the capital city
of the Seljuk Empire in the 11th century but
later declined with factional strife between
different neighborhoods and the Mongol
invasion of 1220.

Tehran has many to offer its visitors in-
cluding Golestan Palace, Grand Bazaar, Treas-
ury of National Jewels, National Museum of
Iran, Glass & Ceramic Museum, Masoudieh
Palace, Sarkis Cathedral, Tehran Museum
of Contemporary Art and Carpet Museum
of Iran, to name a few.

Iranian woodcarver honored at A’ Design Award and Competition

TEHRAN — Iranian handcrafter,
d e s woodcarver and designer Mohammad
Ali Vadood has won a prestigious award for his marquetry
work dubbed “Forest Heart Wood Picture” at the A’ Design
Award and Competition, Mehr reported on Wednesday.

His art project, according to the organizers of the
Italian award, tries to fulfill the purposes of taking a
fresh look at wood to explore a new perception in it and
to harmonize with its pure nature as well. “So, we can
come up with original ideas to create real art; Applying
an innovative technique in working with wood and also in
using common tools so we could achieve adequate quality
inour performance; Discovering, creating and defining new
ways to gain desired images by tracing natural patterns
in pieces of wood and making a synthesis between them.”

His work that bears the indigenous Nagshbandi
method was created in Tehran, started and finished in
2010, and to find appropriate woods they were provided
from different places. It took six months to accomplish

the project as it turned out to be time-consuming to find
desired wood pieces.
Nagshbandi is a new method or attitude which is used

to create this piece and aims to benefit from connecting
lines, expanding textures from one piece to another,
and deciding upon the true light shade, not just the
color contrast and various tonalities as it is usual in
other works of marquetry. It requires the artist to make
a full-hearted attempt to harmonize themselves with
the nature of wood as much as possible, and help them
grow a clear perception of their work and gain a direct
inspiration from natural fortuities given by wood. So,
the whole thing will finally sound the art of nature in
the eye of beholder.

Vadood is a life-long artist and designer who works
in the field of wooden arts. His works include wooden
sculpting, carving and marquetry. As an art instructor,
he has always done his best to help his students think
creatively. As an artist, reviving old forms of art from
ancient Persia has been something that he highly regards
with respect and enthusiasm, especially when it goes to
Old Iranian wood carving and its design.



JUNE 11, 2020

‘SOCIETY

Political will required to protect
Caspian Seaenvironment, lran says

TEHRAN — The Caspi-
d e s an Sea littoral states must
have enough political will to preserve the
marine environment and ecosystem of this
waterbody, Issa Kalantari, head of the De-
partment of Environment (DOE), has said.

Kalantari made the remarks in an on-
line meeting on preserving the Caspian
marine environment with the environ-
ment ministers of the five Caspian littoral
states on Tuesday.

We have a bitter experience with the Per-
sian Gulfenvironment in south, because the
countries bordering the Persian Gulf do not
have enough political will to protect it, so
today we are facing hundreds of environ-
mental problems, he lamented.

Iranis located on the southern side of the
Caspian Sea, so the pollution of other countries
enters our shores, and if the Secretariat of
the Tehran Convention had followed these
issues on a daily basis, it would not have
been exacerbated, he noted.

“We cannot solve the problems with
a bilateral agreement, so that an active
secretariat should be formed as soon as
possible and the countries can cooperate
synergistically.”

Certainly, the United Nations Environ-
ment Program (UNEP) with its 50 years of
experience can help in this regard, he said,
highlighting, all countries must cooperate
on both issues of pollution and biodiversity,
because Iran is located on the southern side
of the Caspian Sea, therefore, the pollution
of other countries accumulates on the Ira-
nian shore to a large extent.

“We should approve a 10-year envi-
ronmental plan for the Caspian Sea pro-
tection, and with the countries> collective
monitoring, we will be able to turn the sea

into a model worldwide.”

The Caspian Sea is the largest enclosed
inland body of water on Earth by area. It is
bounded by Kazakhstan to the northeast,
Russia to the northwest, Azerbaijan to the
west, Iran to the south, and Turkmenistan
to the southeast. The sea has a surface area
of 371,000 square kilometers and a volume
of 78,200 cubic kilometers.

The Caspian Sea water level has reached

its lowest level since 1995, mainly because of
arecentdrop in the water level of the Volga
River, which supplies most of the sea’s water,
by about 22 percent.

In 2019, the average water level stood
at -27.18 meters, showing 13 centimeters
decrease compared to the year before, ISNA
reported.

According to the national center for
Caspian Sea studies and research affiliated

to the Water Research Institute, seawater
temperature is one of the main criteria in
heat exchange and an indicator in assessing
the potential for evaporation from the water
level, which is one of the main components
of the Caspian water balance.

The increasing trend of the Caspian Sea
surface temperature, especially in recent
years, has been one of the factors affecting
the reduction of water level.

How to reduce food insecurity and mitigate climate change amid COVID-19

The coronavirus pandemic has laid bare our most fun-
damental vulnerabilities. In the United States, unemploy-
ment rates reached levels not seen in more than a century.
The rate of food insecurity in our country has more than
tripled to an estimated 38 percent. In fact, food insecurity
is rising everywhere. According to a survey from The Global
FoodBanking Network, food banks in Africa, Asia, Europe,
Latin America, the Middle East, and North America reported
increased demand for emergency food assistance since the
crisis began, as well as a shortage of supplies.

Yet one-third of all food produced for human consump-
tion is lost or wasted each year. This food waste accounts
for 8-10 percent of all anthropogenic greenhouse gas emis-
sions, further contributing to the climate crisis. As the world
responds to COVID-19, government leaders and policymakers
also have a chance to rebuild and modernize policies for a
more efficient and resilient food system, according to the
Hill website.

There is no silver bullet, but we can start by reducing
food waste and turning food surplus into sustenance for
those in need. Food donation helped to mitigate hunger
and food insecurity for more than 62 million people before
COVID-19. There is enough food produced in the world to
feed everyone, but because food is heavily regulated, laws
can pose barriers to food donation, complicating efforts to
redirect safe, surplus food to those in need. Food donation
policy reform needs to be part of the global strategy to reduce
world hunger and food waste.

In the U.S., food safety rules vary from state to state
and city to city, making it impossible for large businesses
to standardize their food donation programs and ensure
surplus food makes it to those in need. In India, millions of
pounds of food go to waste each year from lavish weddings,
as caterers are afraid they will be liable if someone gets sick

20% of areas in Iran at high risk of

flood

Twenty percent of areas across Iran are highly prone to flooding, Khosro

from donated surplus. In Argentina, food companies face
atax penalty if they donate food to food banks rather than
throw extra food supplies away in a landfill. In Canada,
food banks feel they must turn away food past its “sell by”
date even though that food is still safe and edible for days
and weeks past the quality date. Replacing these barriers
with stronger policies could make food recovery the easy
choice, and could assist in efforts to reduce world hunger
and mitigate climate change.

Reducing unnecessary food waste has emerged as a
global priority in recent years. Whether to mitigate climate
change, to address food insecurity and hunger, or simply
to save money and natural resources, more countries are
investing in food waste reduction efforts and partnering with
food industry leaders to drive change. Unfortunately, food
businesses and food recovery organizations from India to
Mexico to the United States consistently report running into
legal barriers that hamper their efforts. But what do food

ENGLISH IN USE

Shahbazi, head of the Forests, Range, and Watershed Management

Organization (FRWMO), has said.

“Precipitation in Iran is one-third of the world’s average, as the country
is located in adry and fragile region where we experience 11 millimeters
decrease in precipitation each 10 years and an increase in evaporation

of more than 50 millimeters every year,” he explained, ISNA reported.

Rainfall fluctuations usually lead to flood and devastation, so a
comprehensive planning for watershed management and flood control

is required, he noted.

Since most of the water supply is extracted from groundwater resources,
the country isin acritical condition in terms of groundwater resources,
he stated, highlighting, because perception is less than water withdrawal
from the aquifers, so the best way to store rainwater is watershed and

aquifer projects.

PREFIX/SUFFIX

“sens- or sent-”’

B Meaning: feel, be aware
M For example: Moving house seemed like the sensible
thing to do.

donation laws in India have to do with food donation laws
in the United States? As it turns out, countries can learn a
lot from one another as they attempt to answer questions
about food donation law and policy.

There are six key areas of law that impact food donation
in countries across the world: i) food safety, ii) date labeling,
i) liability concerns, vi) tax incentives and barriers, v) gov-
ernment grants or incentives, and vi) food waste penalties or
food donation requirements. These issues are raised again
and again by food banks, retailers, caterers, hotels, nonprofit
organizations, and government agencies across countries.
Toensure food is not needlessly wasted, governments can
review their policies on these six areas and make sure they
are making food donation the easy choice. Policymakers can
take advantage of resources, like the newly launched Global
Food Donation Policy Atlas, to learn from one another about
how they can reform their laws to build a more resilient and
sustainable food system.

Food loss and waste are not new, but the COVID-19
pandemic has shed light on the inefficiency and absurdity
of food waste while millions go hungry. It is heartbreaking
to see produce rotting in the field and the mass euthanizing
of animals while families line up for hours outside of food
pantries and community feeding sites. Food donation
cannot solve all our food insecurity needs. It is not a
replacement for necessary social protection and work
security programs. However, it can ensure that safe, ed-
ible food is not wasted in vain. We must bridge the gap
between surplus food and emergency food needs. The time
is now for national policymakers to eliminate needless
legal barriers and offer needed incentives, to make food
recovery and donation the easy choice for safe surplus
food, and to rebuild from COVID-19 with a stronger and
more resilient food system for the future.
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PHRASAL VERB
Pop up
B Meaning: to appear, sometimes unexpectedly

M For example: Her name keeps popping up in the
newspapers.

Dead as a doornail

M Explanation: This expression is used to stress that
something or someone is very definitely dead
M For example: They've started fighting again, so the
peace agreement is now as dead as a doornail.

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

Knowledge-based companies to
raise annual sales to $35 billion

The Vice Presidency for Science and Technology is fol-
lowing up on several programs to help funding knowledge-based
companies by utilizing capacities of the capital market.

Industry, Mining, and Trade Minister Reza Rahmani has said
that supporting knowledge-based companies is the ministry’s
priority in the current year.

Despite the coronavirus pandemic, the country’s major pro-
duction units, especially in the field of basic goods and healthcare
products, were completely active and this could be an opportunity
to increase the country’s non-oil exports when the outbreak is
over, Rahmani noted.

‘More masks than jellyfish’:
coronavirus waste ends up in ocean

Conservationists have warned that the coronavirus pandem-
ic could spark a surge in ocean pollution — adding to a glut of
plastic waste that already threatens marine life — after finding
disposable masks floating like jellyfish and waterlogged latex
gloves scattered across seabeds.

The French non-profit Opération Mer Propre, whose activities
include regularly picking up litter along the Cote d’Azur, began
sounding the alarm late last month, the Guardian reported.

Divers had found what Joffrey Peltier of the organisation
described as “Covid waste” — dozens of gloves, masks and bottles
of hand sanitiser beneath the waves of the Mediterranean, mixed
in with the usual litter of disposable cups and aluminium cans.

The quantities of masks and gloves found were far from
enormous, said Peltier. But he worried that the discovery hint-
ed at a new kind of pollution, one set to become ubiquitous
after millions around the world turned to single-use plastics
to combat the coronavirus. “It’s the promise of pollution to
come if nothing is done,” said Peltier.

In France alone, authorities have ordered two billion dispos-
able masks, said Laurent Lombard of Opération Mer Propre.
“Knowing that ... soon we’ll run the risk of having more masks
than jellyfish in the Mediterranean,” he wrote on social me-
dia alongside video of a dive showing algae-entangled masks
and soiled gloves in the sea near Antibes.

The group hopes the images will prompt people to embrace
reusable masks and swap latex gloves for more frequent hand-
washing. “With all the alternatives, plastic isn’t the solution to
protect us from Covid. That's the message,” said Peltier.

In the years leading up to the pandemic, environmentalists
had warned of the threat posed to oceans and marine life by sky-
rocketing plastic pollution. As much as 13 million tonnes of plastic
goes into oceans each year, according to a 2018 estimate by UN
Environment. The Mediterranean sees 570,000 tonnes of plastic
flow into it annually — an amount the WWF has described as equal
to dumping 33,800 plastic bottles every minute into the sea.

These figures risk growing substantially as countries around
the world confront the coronavirus pandemic. Masks often con-
tain plastics such as polypropylene, said Eric Pauget, a French
politician whose region includes the Cote d’Azur.

“With a lifespan of 450 years, these masks are an ecological
timebomb given their lasting environmental consequences for
our planet,” he wrote last month in a letter to Emmanuel Ma-
cron, calling on the French president to do more to address the
environmental consequences of disposable masks.

Earlier this year the Hong Kong-based OceansAsia began voic-
ing similar concerns, after a survey of marine debris in the city’s
uninhabited Soko Islands turned up dozens of disposable masks.

“Onabeach about 100 metres long, we found about 70,” said Gary
Stokes of OceansAsia. One week later, another 30 masks had washed
up. “And that’s on an uninhabited island in the middle of nowhere.”

Curious to see how far the masks had travelled, he began
checking other nearby beaches. “We’re finding them everywhere,”
he said. “Ever since society started wearing masks, the cause and
effects are being seen on the beaches.”

WORDS IN THE NEWS

China and Africa

(December 17, 2003)
Chinese and African leaders have finished a two-day meeting
aimed at improving cooperation between countries that represent
more than one third of the world’s population. The meeting was
held in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa.
This report from Mark Doyle:
If you visit almost any m