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Despite economic

49 tourism projects worth $273m

to come on stream

TEHRAN — A total of 49 tourism projects, worth
11,500 billion rials (some $273m at the official
rate of 42,000 rials) will soon be inaugurated
across the country.

outbreak, he noted “These statistics showthat Iran’s
tourism boomwill be realized sooner than expected.”

During Khordad, over 11,000 surveillance visits
were made to tourist facilities including accommo-

TEHRAN — Iran Small Industriesand Indus-
trial Parks Organization (ISIPO) has revived
211idle production units during the first three
monthsof the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20-June 20), ILNA reported.

As reported, the Industry, Mining and
Trade Ministry plans to bring 1500 idle
units, mostly small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), back into operation
by the end of the current Iranian calendar

TEHRAN — School building benefac-
tors association has allocated a total of
30 trillion rials (about $700 million at the
official rate of 42,000 rials) to construct
educational spaces in the current Iranian
calendar year (began March 20), IRNA
reported on Monday.

Nasser Ghofli, head of the association,
said that a budget of 15 trillion rials (around
$350 million) allocated for the construc-

The COVID-19 pandemic has left Eu-
ropeans uncertain who they can rely
on with just two per cent now seeing
the U.S. as a “useful” ally on matters of
global significance, a major new survey
has found.

Overall, around two-thirds of people polled
by the European Council on Foreign Relations
(ECFR) in Denmark (71 per cent), Portugal (70
per cent), France (68 per cent), Germany (65 per
cent) and Spain (64 per cent), said their perception

year (March 2021).

Based on the ministry’s plans for the
currentyear, reviving 1,020 unproductive
small mines isalso on the ministry’sagenda.

ISIPO managed to revive 1,185 idle
production units across the country dur-
ing the past Iranian calendar year (ended
on March 19), according to Ali-Asghar
Mosaheb, ISIPO deputy head for small
industries affairs.

Benefactors donate S700m to construct
schools nationwide

tion of school last year.

According to Ghofli, 450 school-build-
ing charities have been registered in the
country so far.

In line with the document of the fun-
damental transformation of education,
people who have a popular reputation
are being invited as ambassadors to
attract public participation for school
construction,

Europeans’ trust in U.S. falls during
coronavirus pandemic

of the U.S. had become increasingly negative.
The deterioration in trust towards Washington
is particularly pronounced in France and Germany,
the two states at the center of EU policymaking,
the ECFR flagged in its latest report.
Forty-six per cent of French respondents
and 42 per cent of Germans said their views of
the U.S. had worsened “a lot” as a result of the
pandemic — the highest results among the nine
member states surveyed which also included
Italy, Poland, Bulgaria, and Sweden. EESKe)

Amid anti-racist protests Trump retweets
video where man shouts ‘White Power’

The controversial U.S. President Donald Trump
amid Anti-racist protests globally retweets a
video in which a man shouts ‘White Power’.
However after immense backlash Trump de-

“the great people of The Villages,” the Florida
retirement community where the clash appar-
ently took place. He added: “The Radical Left Do
Nothing Democrats will Fall in the Fall. Corrupt

The projects will be inaugurated in 12 prov-  dation centers, restaurants, catering businesses, leted this video. Joe is shot. See you soon!!!”
fallout Tehran inces, adding 774 rooms and 2,131 bedstothe  travel agencies, restaurants across the country, The edited racist video shows a white man The tweet was widely criticized as racist and
real estate market country’s hospitality sector and creating 1,253  which shows the ministry’s simultaneous attention ridinginagolfcartbearing “Trump 2020”and  insensitive, and again demonstrated the president’s
jobs, said Alireza Baay, the public relations  totravel and travel safety, he explained. “America First” signs during what appears to  willingness use social media to amplify some of the
flouriShe S director at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, He also reminded of the United Nations be an angry clash over the presidentand race ~ most hateful commentary of some of his followers,

es with secluded gardens and

courtyards have been a cor-
nerstone of lIranian architecture,
where a garden or a big terrace was
common. | grew up in one of these
houses near the Mehrabad Airport.
In the evenings there was plenty of
time for youngsters to play football in
the streets where traffic was almost
non-existent and air was fresh.

As the population of Tehran grew
in the post-revolution era the houses
fell out of favor and were widely de-
molished to make way for apartment
blocks.

Today, with a population of over 12
million people, housing is the corner-
stone in people’s lives and personal
investment.

“Despite the economic fallout
(following the sanctions and coro-
navirus pandemic)”, says a down-
town real estate agent H. Moradi,
“the only thing that has kept up with
the rising forex rate is the real estate
market.” As paradoxical as it might
sound, today the real estate markets
all over the world are experiencing
a downward trend in pricing amid
the pandemic and its economic con-
sequences.

A second part to this series will cover
the negative impact on the global real
estate markets amid the pandemic.

However, for the general public in
Iran the housing market remains one
of the safest investment in this grueling
economic times.

According to arecent real estate
survey by the Statistical Center of
Iran, lands, home and rent prices
rose by 43.1, 43.7 and 47.9 percent
respectively on ayear on year basis
during the fourth quarter of the last
Iranian year (Dec. 22, 2019-March
19, 2020).

According to the report the number
of land and rent deals decreased by 10.3
percentand 48.7 percent respectively
while home deals increased by 12.8

percent.

For thousands of years, hous-

Tourism, and Handicrafts.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the official noted
that over 5.7 million overnight stays, mainly by
domestic travelers, were recorded across Iran
during the month of Khordad (May 21 —June
20) at authorized accommodation centers such
as hotels, traditional lodging houses, eco-lodge
units, pilgrim’s guest houses, apartment hotels,
guest houses, and tourist centers.

Referring to the reopening of tourism centers
following months of closure due to the coronavirus

World Tourism Organization’s recent message
to the ministry of tourism, in which UNWTO
Secretary-General Zurab Pololikashvili praised
Iran’s efforts made to manage the travel industry
during the pandemic.

“Aseries of measures that the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Tourismand Handicrafts of Iran has taken,
inaccordance with the guidelines and recommen-
dations of UNWTO, has truly earned plauditsasan
effective practice to mitigate the impact on tourism,”
asegment of the message reads.

between white residents of a Florida retirement
community. Mr. Trump deleted the tweet more
than three hours after posting it.

In response to a protester shouting “Where’s
your white hood?” and other taunts, the man in the
golf cart pumps his fist in the air and says “White
power!” twice. The two-minute video continues to
show profane exchanges between protesters and
other Trump supporters riding on more golf carts.

The president retweeted the video to his mil-
lions of followers just after 7:30 a.m., thanking

even atamoment of national unrest.

Senator Tim Scott of South Carolina, the
only black Republican senator, called the video
“offensive” and asked Mr. Trump to take it off
his Twitter page.

“There is no question he should not have
retweeted it, and he should just take it down,”
Mr. Scott said on the CNN program “State of
the Union.” “We can play politics with it or we
can’t. I'm not going to. I think it's indefensible.
We should take it down.”

Iran volleyball need a great coach: Ahmad Masajedi

By Masoud Hossein
TEHRAN —Former Iran national volleyball team
player Ahmad Masajedi believes that Iran need a
great coach if they want to keep moving forward.
Masajedi, who represented Iran at the 1998
FIVB Volleyball Men’s World Championship,
worked as Julio Velasco's assistant in Iran national
volleyball team from 2011 to 2014.
The ex-Iran opposite spiker, who currently
leads Japanese team Nagano Tridents, says that
the Iranian coaches are not of the caliber to help

3 ISNA/ Mahsa Ramezani

Iran progress.

“l have full respect for all Iranian coaches
but I think they cannot help the National Team.
Iran have so many talented players and need a
great coach,” Masajedi told Tehran Timesin an
exclusive interview.

“Many times, the players play a key role in
our national team and the success of the team
has nothing to do with the coach. Iran volleyball
federation must appoint an experienced coach
who can help the team. The new head coach needs

to get help from his assistants. Different views
will surely be helpful in ateam. Juan Cichello was
Velasco’s assistant but sometimes he disagreed
with the head coach and there was the argument
between them,” he added.

“We have great stars like Mohammad Mousavi,
Amir Ghafour, Saeid Marouf and Milad Ebadipour
in our team but a big question remains unan-
swered: How do we want to keep going without
the players? The federation has to answer the
question,” he added.

Harvest season
brings new
life to Iran’s
Alamut

A farmer harvests red cherries in a garden on
the outskirts of Alamut in Qazvin province,
north-central Iran, June 29, 2020. The har-
vest season commenced a couple of daysago in
numerous lush gardens that are dotted in the
mountainous region.

Alamut is also famed for being home to a

| well-fortified ruined castle once sheltering the

followers of Hasan-e Sabbah (1070—-1124), a
leader of Ismaili sect, known as ‘Assassins’. In
early 1930s, British-Italian explorer and travel
writer Freya Stark described her exploration
of the place in her book “The Valleys of the
Assassins”.

Why Arab rulers
remain silent on
George Floyd’s death

From New Zealand and Australia, through Europe,
to Canada and Brazil, many countries of the world
witnessed demonstrations in solidarity with the pro-
tests in the United States against racism after the
Minneapolis police officer killed a black American.

However, the Arab streets were quiet, except for
Tunisia and social media.

Policies of Donald Trump in dealing with the
protests came in for harsh criticism by leaders of
western countries allied to the United States. They
condemned racism and criticized the U.S.s’ approach
towards the protests. Among those leaders, names
like Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel and Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau can be seen.

Even leaders of East and West Asian countries
such as China, Iran, and Turkey made comments
on the developments in the U.S. and slammed dis-
crimination against the black community in the
United States.

However, the leaders of Arab states did not say
a word. They remained silent on Trump’s inflam-
matory remarks and the protests taking place on
the streets of American cities.

It seems that Arab regimes prefer to consider the
protests justas an “internal American issue”. Arab
states and their foreign ministries didn’t take a stand,
even if they are not satisfied with Trump’s policies.
They tried not to anger the American president. They
know very well that Trump does not even tolerate
any criticism, even if it is soft.

These rulers prefer to remain silent due to political
reasons. They try to avoid challenging an adminis-
tration that supports their regimes, ignoring their
human rights violations among other things.
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Rouhani advisor Hamid
Aboutalebi submits resignation

CASRNEYNY TEHRAN — Hamid Aboutalebi, a political

e S advisor to President Hassan Rouhani, has

submitted his resignation.

“With many thanks, I have submitted my resignation as ‘pres-
idential advisor’ to the President...,” he tweeted on Monday.

Rouhani appointed Aboutalebi as his advisor in November 2017.

Aboutalebi acted as ambassador of Iran to Australia, the
European Union, Belgium, Italy, and as political director of the
Iranian Foreign Ministry.

IAEA resolution shows
efforts to discredit nuclear
deal: UCLA professor

TEHRAN — Richard D. Anderson, a professor
d e s at the University of California-Los Angeles
(UCLA), has said that a resolution issued by the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s Board of Governors shows efforts to
discredit the 2015 nuclear deal, known as the JCPOA.

In an interview with ILNA published on Monday, Anderson
said that opponents of the JCPOA seek to undermine the mul-
tilateral agreement.
[ He added that the Europe-
v ans are not capable of standing
against the United States.

The professor also said that
U.S. President Donald Trump
seeks collapse of the JCPOA be-
fore the November presidential
elections.

The 35-member IAEA board
of governors passed a resolution
on June 19 demanding access
to two old places under the al-
legation that nuclear work may
have been done there.

France, Britain, and Germa-
ny, the three European parties to
the 2015 nuclear deal, submitted
the draft resolution to the IAEA board for approval.

Nine countries out 35 members to the IAEA board did not vote
for the resolution. China and Russia voted against the resolution
and Thailand, Mongolia, Niger, South Africa, India, Pakistan
and the Republic of Azerbaijani abstained to vote.

M‘Russia, Chinato prevent extension of arms embargo’

Anderson predicts that Russiaand China will prevent exten-
sion of an arms embargo on Iran.

He said that Russia and China will use their right to veto in
the UN Security Council to kill the U.S.-proposed resolution to
extend arms embargo.

The United States has stepped up calls for the extension of
UN arms embargo on Iran since April.

Under the UN Security Council Resolution 2231, which en-
dorsed the 2015 nuclear deal, the arms embargo on Iran expires
in October.

Brian Hook, the U.S. special representative for Iran, has reiter-
ated Washington's call for extending an expiring United Nations
arms embargo on the Islamic Republic, saying the world should
ignore Iran’s threats to retaliate if the embargo is extended.

Hook told The Associated Press on Sunday that the UN arms
embargo, set to expire in October, has stopped Iran from pur-
chasing fighter jets, tanks, warships and other weaponry.

“If we let it expire, you can be certain that what Iran has
been doing in the dark, it will do in broad daylight and then
some,” he said.

Hook made the comments while on a visit to Abu Dhabi,
the capital of the U.S.-allied United Arab Emirates, as part of
a Mideast tour.

The Trump administration has threatened that it may seek
to trigger a snapback of all sanctions on Iran if its attempts to
extend the arms embargo fail.

According to Reuters, Russia and China have started making
the case at the United Nations against Washington’s claim that
it can trigger a return of all sanctions on Iran at the Security
Council, with Moscow invoking a 50-year-old international legal
opinion to argue against the move.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi has slammed the U.S.
threats to reimpose arms embargo on Iran, saying it violates
Resolution 2231.

Wang urged the U.S. to stop its unilateral sanctions, return
to the correct track of observing the Iran nuclear deal and UNSC
resolutions, work with all parties to maintain the international
nuclear non-proliferation system, and maintain peace and sta-
bility in the Middle East, CGTN reported on June 11.

In aletter to Guterres and the Security Council circulated on
June 8, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov accused the Trump
administration of unleashing a politically motivated campaign
against Iran and called for “universal condemnation” of the U.S.
attempts, AP reported.

Lavrov called the United States’ attempts to impose a perma-
nent arms embargo against Iran “ridiculous” and “irresponsible”.

The Russian foreign minister said the United States withdrew
from the 2015 nuclear agreement between Iran and six major
powers and now has no legal right to try to use the UN resolution
endorsing the deal to indefinitely continue the arms embargo.

Iranian embassy warns U.S.
envoy to stop uttering nonsense

TEHRAN (FNA) — Iran’s Embassy in Lebanon blasted US
Ambassador to Beirut Dorothy Shea for baseless allegations
about Tehran, warning the American diplomat to stop uttering
nonsensical words to harm Iran’s position in Lebanon.

Shea had claimed on Friday that “Hezbollah is destabilizing
the country and jeopardizing Lebanon’s economic recovery”.

Then Lebanese Judge Mazieh issued an order in Tyre on
Saturday banning all media from publishing the ambassador’s
comments for a year after a recent interview in which she criti-
cized Hezbollah group.

Mazieh said Shea’s comments incited sectarian strife and
threatened social peace. The judge said while he can’t ban the
ambassador from speaking, he can bar the media from inter-
viewing her for a year.

Mazieh said the ambassador had “no right to talk” the Hez-
bollah, which he described as “a Lebanese party represented in
parliament and Cabinet that enjoys a wide popular base”.

Mazieh said he acted after receiving a complaint from a citi-
zen who considered Shea’s comments to a Saudi-owned station
“insulting to the Lebanese people”.
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Content of 25-year Iran-China co-op plan
will be published when finalized: Tehran

Iran won’t relinquish defense rights, Foreign Ministry spokesman says

TEHRAN — Foreign
d e s Ministry spokesman Ab-
bas Mousavi said on Monday that Iran-China
25-year comprehensive cooperation plan has
not been finalized yet.

However, he said, the content of this
“agreement will be published once it is fi-
nalized.”

Mousavi dismissed claims of any new
negotiation about the cooperation plan.

Government spokesman Ali Rabiei said on
June 23 that Iran and China have drafted a
25-year plan for comprehensive cooperation
which proves failure of the plots to isolate
the Islamic Republic.

“This plan proves failure of the United
States’ policies to isolate Iran, sever Iran’s
relations with the international community
and also to harm Iran’s will to expand relations
with other countries,” Rabiei said during a
press conference.

He said that the 25-year plan is based
onawin-win approach which “heralds long
term cooperation”.

“Recognizing cultural commonalities,
encouraging multilateralism, supporting
equal rights of the nations and insisting on
domestic development are parts of this plan,”
the government spokesman explained.

In a meeting on June 21, the cabinet of
ministers approved the final draft of the
25-year comprehensive cooperation plan
between Iran and China.

Rouhani said the strategic partnership
between the two countries is based on awin-
win approach.

“This cooperation isaground for Iran and
China’s participation in basic projects and
development of infrastructure, including
the large ‘Belt and Road’ initiative, and an
opportunity to attract investment in various
economic fields, including industry, tourism,
information technology and communication,”
the presidential website quoted Rouhani as
saying.

The Foreign Ministry spokesman said,
“Thisdocumentis in line with the interests
of the two countries and it is an honorable.”

M ‘Return to obligations only way
to save nuclear deal’

In his regular news briefing, Mousavi also
said the only way to save the 2015 nuclear
deal, officially known as the JCPOA, is that
all sides abide by their commitments.

“We advise the European countries to
know that all sides’ return to the JCPOA is the
only way to save it. Sending signals to others
isnotright and constructive. They know the

United States better than us,” Mousavi said
during a press conference.

He said, “The United States has been us-
ing them [the Europeans] as tool and has
threatened them to make them back down.
However, it is best for signatories to the JCPOA
to implement what have been achieved.”

The spokesman also slammed the Euro-
peans for taking actions which are against
the “spirit” of the JCPOA.

The Foreign Ministry spokesman was
apparently referring to a European-drafted
resolution against Iran at the IAEA Board of
Governors on June 19 which was approved
with 25 votes in favor, seven abstentions and
two against.

M ‘Westerners’ approach towards
Iran’s defense capabilities unaccept-
able’

Mousavi also said that Iran is very seri-
ous about its defense capabilities and the
Westerners’ approach towards Iran’s defense
power is “not acceptable”.

“Extension of arms embargo is contrary
to terms of the 2231 resolution and will bring
consequences for which the United States
and Europeans are responsible. Interaction
between Europe and the United States is their
own business, but we will not relinquish our
rights,” he stated.

He noted that Iran plans to take two or
three actions if the arms embargo is extended.

France, Germany and the United Kingdom
said in ajoint statement published on June
19 that the European Union’s embargoes on
conventional arms exports and missile tech-
nology to Iran will remain in force until 2023.

“The E3 remain committed to fully im-
plementing Resolution 2231 by which the
JCPOA has been endorsed in 2015. However,
we believe that the planned lifting of the UN
conventional arms embargo established by
Resolution 2231 next October would have
major implications for regional security and
stability. We recall that the EU embargoes
on conventional arms exports and missile
technology will remain in force until 2023,”
said the statement published by the UK For-
eign Ministry website.

The statement added, “We wish to address
the issue in close coordination with Russia
and China as remaining participants to the
JCPOA, as well as with all other Security
Council Members, as well as other key stake-
holders. We will be guided by these objectives:
upholding the authority and integrity of the
UN Security Council and working toward
regional security and stability.”

Itis stated in the statement that they do
not support any unilateral attempt to trig-
ger asnapback of United Nations sanctions
against Iran.

The United States has stepped up calls
for the extension of a UN arms embargo on
Iran since April.

Under the UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 2231, which endorsed the 2015 nuclear
deal, the arms embargo expires in October.

The Trump administration has threatened
that it may seek to trigger a snapback of all
sanctions on lran if its attempts to extend
the arms embargo fail.

The U.S. administration has made such
athreat despite the fact that Donald Trump

officially quit the nuclear deal in May 2018
and slapped the harshest sanctions in history,
including a total oil embargo, against Iran.

M U.S. has norightto trigger snap-
back of sanctions’

Mousavi also said that the U.S. has vio-
lated the JCPOA and has no right to trigger
snapback of all sanctions.

“The United States is not in the position
to ruin the JCPOA and its achievements,”
he said.

The U.S.is no longer a party to the nuclear
deal, JCPOA, as Donald Trump officially de-
clared U.S. withdrawal from the multilateral
agreement.

According to international law, the U.S.
no longer has the right to call for the return
of UN sanctions.

On June 9, European Union foreign policy
chief Josep Borrell said the United States had
clearly withdrawn from Iran nuclear deal,
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), and could no longer claim
to be a party to the agreement.

“The United States has withdrawn from
the JCPOA, and now they cannot claim that
they are still part of the JCPOA in order to deal
with this issue from the JCPOA agreement.
They withdraw. It’s clear. They withdraw,”
Borrell said.

M ‘U.S. violates human rights sys-
tematically’

Mousavi also said that the U.S. makes
claims about the human rights, however,
it violates the human rights systematically.

Iran’s High Council for Human Rights
issued a statement on Sunday saying Iran
considers itself duty bound to back the op-
pressed people around the world and supports
protests against racism in the U.S.

“Within this framework, Iran’s High
Council for Human Rights calls on all the
freedom-seeking people in the world not to
leave the people of the United States alone
in fighting discrimination and racism,” the
statement read.

Protests have started across the U.S. and
some cities around the world over the brutal
killing of an African-American man.

George Floyd died on May 25 after being
pinned down by a white officer despite yelling
“I cannot breathe”.

M Zarif to address UNSC through
video conference’

Mousavi also said that Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif plans to
address the UN Security Council on Tuesday
through a video conference.

IRGC says to provide technology to automotive industry

A NS RRNYNS TEHRAN
d e

industry.

“Asour dear ones in the area of industry helped the armed
forces during eight years of imposed war [1980-1988 Iran-Iraq
war], we are duty bound to help them in current economic

war,” Hajizadeh told Tasnim.

There are shortcomings in automotive industry in
technological area and manufacture of certain parts and the
IRGC knows knowledge-based corporations in this sphere, he
said during a visit to Iran University of Science and Technology.

He noted that the IRGC will just provide advisory help

and will not enter the automotive industry.

—Amir Ali

sk commander of the Aerospace Force of
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps, said on Monday that
the IRGC is ready to provide technology to the automotive

Hajizadeh,

to auto industry.

ineffective.

Hajizadeh said on June 9 that the IRGC will transfer its
research experiences to automotive industry.

“We are capable in the area of electronics and can transfer
our experiences,” he said during a meeting with top officials
of the Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade and managing
directors of the automotive industry.

During a visit to Iran Khodro projects in May, Hajizadeh
said that the IRGC is prepared to transfer defense technology

“We have a technological industry and we are prepared
to transfer it to the country’s automotive industry with no
limitation,” said the aerospace chief of the IRGC.

He also attached great importance to make the most use
of domestic capacities to make the United States’ sanctions

Zarif discusses expansion of ties with Qatari FM

TEHRAN — Iranian For-
d e s Kk gjgnMinister Mohammad
Javad Zarif has discussed expansion of ties
with Qatari Foreign Minister Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani.

The top diplomats also discussed the
latest international developments and at-
tached great importance to expansion of
cooperation.

President Hassan Rouhani said in January
that Iran has stood and will stand beside
Qatar in the future.

“Atajuncture of time, certain regional
countries imposed restrictions on Qatar,
but Iran stood beside Qatar and will stand
based on its duties as a neighbor,” Rouhani
said during a joint press conference with
Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani in Tehran.

Rouhani said that the two countries have
very good relationship in various areas of
economy, science and culture.

“A joint commission will be formed in
future months and we hope that the two

countries would reach agreements in eco-
nomic cooperation, investment, technology
and other areas,” the president stated.

He also said that Iran and Qatar will
expand political ties.

For his part, the Qatari emir said that
Doha will never forget Tehran’s help in
difficult days.

“We praise the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
stance in recent years, especially when Qatar
was under blockade,” the emir said.

Sheikh Tamim also called for expansion

of relations.

In June of 2017, Saudi Arabia along
with Bahrain, Egypt and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) abruptly cut off diplomatic
relations with Qatar and closed land, sea
and air routes to the country. The severing
of relations also included withdrawing am-
bassadors and imposing trade and travel
bans on Doha.

The Islamic Republic opened its airspace
to about 100 more Qatari flights a day during
the blockade.

Brutal Western sanctions hampering Iran’s fight against drug trafficking: police commander

The brutal sanctions imposed by Western
countries on the Islamic Republic have sty-
mied Iran’s capacity to fight drug trafficking
by depriving it of the necessary equipment,
says a senior Iranian police official.

In an exclusive interview with Press TV
on Sunday, Colonel Majid Karimi, who heads
the Iran Drug Control Headquarters, said,
“Brutal sanctions against Iran have made
fighting drug trafficking difficult.”

“We need advanced equipment to fight
drugs smuggling, but the sanctions have
caused us problems for acquiring those
equipment.”

Addressing countries that have imposed
sanctions on Iran, Karimi said those states
must come to the understanding that “our
fight is not just for our country, but it also
benefits other countries, especially West-

ern countries, especially the countries in
Europe.”

“We discover an average 2.5 tons of drugs
per day in our country and stop them from
reaching other markets,” the top-ranking
police official said, warning of the conse-
quences if Iran stopped fighting drug transit
through its soil even for a month.

“We have tried to turn the threat of sanc-
tions into an opportunity. Therefore, we have
turned to our own domestic science-based
companies and we are now using the ca-
pacity of our scientists in Iran to produce
necessary equipment inside the country.”

Karimi said, “I tell the developed coun-
tries that they must play a role in this fight
and help us as no country in the world can
fight drug trafficking on its own.”

The police official went on to say that

Iran’s eastern neighbors are hubs for pro-
duction and distribution of narcotics to the
entire world, and as the United Nations
has announced, “more than 80% of the
world’s opium is produced in Afghanistan.”

Stressing that Iran has a 900-kilometer
border with Afghanistan, Karimi said Iran
is located on the transit route to Europe
and the bulk of narcotics produced in Af-
ghanistan are destined for European states.

Citing a UN announcement last year,
Karimi said the seizure of more than 48 per-
cent of morphine, 26 percent of heroin
and over 90 percent of opium in the world
has been conducted by the Iranian police.

Underlining that the Islamic Republic
will continue to fight drug trafficking without
any political considerations, Karimi said,
“We are doing our job of fighting drugs

inside our country and to this end, more
than 3,820 of Iranian police personnel have
embraced martyrdom in the anti-drug fight
and about 12,000 others sustained injuries.”

“We believe narcotics are the common
enemy of the human society, but based on
the principle of shared responsibility, other
countries must also pitch in and do their
part in this fight,” the top-ranking police
official concluded.

On Friday, Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran’s
permanent representative to the Vien-
na-based international organizations, hailed
the country’s battle against drug trafficking,
saying the Islamic Republic had managed
to confiscate the world’s largest amount of
narcotics over the past years despite the
illegal U.S. sanctions.

(Source: Press TV)
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‘IRAN IN FOCUS

Washington reiterates call for
extension of arms embargo on lran

TEHRAN — Brian
d e sk Hook, the U.S. special
representative for Iran, has reiterated
Washington'’s call for extending an ex-
piring United Nations arms embargo on
the Islamic Republic, saying the world
should ignore Iran’s threats to retaliate
if the embargo is extended.

Hook told The Associated Press on
Sunday that the UN arms embargo, set
to expire in October, has stopped Iran from
purchasing fighter jets, tanks, warships
and other weaponry.

“If we let it expire, you can be certain
thatwhat Iran has been doing in the dark,
itwill do in broad daylight and then some,”
he said.

Hook made the comments while on
a visit to Abu Dhabi, the capital of the
U.S.-allied United Arab Emirates, as part
of aMideast tour.

The United States has stepped up calls
for the extension of a UN arms embargo
on Iran since April.

Under the UN Security Council’s 2231
resolution, which endorsed the 2015 nuclear
deal, the arms embargo on Iran expires
in October.

Despite leaving the nuclear deal and
imposing crippling sanctions on Iran, the
Trump administration has threatened that
it may seek to trigger a snapback of all
sanctionson Iran if its attempts to extend
the arms embargo fail.

Hook said Tehran’s lowered revenues
represented “a good thing for the region”.

\'.

“We have put this regime through our
strategy on the horns of a dilemma,” he
said. “They have to choose between guns
in Damascus or butter in Tehran.”

“If we play by Iran’s rules, Iranwins,”
Hook claimed. “Itis a mafia tactic where
people are intimidated into accepting a
certain kind of behavior for fear of some-
thing far worse.”

“l don't think anyone believes that Iran’s
behavior merits loosening restrictions on
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their ability to move weapons,” Hook added.

U.S. President Donald Trump unilat-
erally quit the nuclear deal in May 2018
and introduced the harshest ever sanctions
in history on Iran as part of his adminis-
tration’s “maximum pressure” strategy
against Iran.

On May 8, 2019, exactly one year after
the U.S. withdrawal from the JCPOA, Teh-
ran began to gradually reduce its commit-
ments under the pact to both retaliate for

Washington’s departure and Europeans’
failure to honor their commitments.

On January 5 of this year, Iran took a
fifth and last step in reducing its commit-
ments and said itwould no longer observe
any operational limitations on its nuclear
industry, whether concerning the capacity
and level of uranium enrichment, the vol-
ume of stockpiled uranium or research and
development. However, Iran has insisted
if the Europeans honor their obligations
itwillimmediately reverse its decisions.

Last week, Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarifridiculed aclaim by U.S. Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo about Iran’s
plan to purchase fighter aircratft.

“@SecPompeo is so desperate to mislead
the world that he claims come October,
Iran will purchase fighter aircraft,” Zarif
tweeted on June 23.

He added, “And then send them off to
the limits of their ONE-WAY ranges. Per-
haps he could also say how they would fly
back to Iran having exhausted their fuel.”

Zarif attached a photo of an earlier tweet
by Pompeo, which claimed that Europe
and Asiacould be in Iran’scrosshairs if it
purchases new fighter aircratft.

“If the @UN Arms Embargo on Iran
expiresin October, Iran will be able to buy
new fighter aircraft like Russia’s SU-30
and China’s J-10,” Pompeo wrote.

“With these highly lethal aircraft,
Europe and Asia could be in lIran’s
crosshairs. The U.S. will never let this
happen,” he added.

Trump will be prosecuted

36 individuals identified in connection to Gen. Soleimani assassination

TEHRAN — Tehran Prosecutor General
d e sk AliAlgasi-Mehr hassaid that 36 individuals
including U.S. President Donald Trump have been identi-
fied in connection with the U.S. assassination of Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani.

“36 individuals who cooperated, collaborated, and par-
ticipated in the assassination of Hajj Qassem, including
political and military authorities of the U.S. and other
countries, have been identified,” Algasi-Mehr said on
Monday, according to ISNA.

Their arrest warrant has been issued and announced to
Interpol, he added.

The prosecutor general explained that U.S. President
Donald Trump is at the top of the list, and he’ll be facing
prosecution even after his term as president.

On January 3, Trump ordered airstrikes that mar-

tyred General Soleimani and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis,
the second-in-command of Iraq’s Popular Mobilization
Units (PMU), in Baghdad’s international airport.

In the early hours of January 8, the IRGC fired doz-
ens of ballistic missiles at a military airbase hosting U.S.
forcesin Iraqg as part of its promised “tough revenge” for
the U.S. terrorist attack.

Soleimani was recognized internationally as a leg-
endary commander in the war against terrorist groups,
especially Daesh (ISIS).

Iran has asked Interpol to
arrest Trump at the top of
the list for the assassination.

Parliament to give appropriate respo

TEHRAN (MNA) — An Iranian law-
maker said the parliament is monitoring
the behavior of the European countries
and give an appropriate response to them.

“The path is clear and the history
shows that negotiation will not secure
our national interests and no talks should
be held,” Abbas Moghtadaei, represent-
ative of Esfahan and deputy chairman of
the Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Commission, told Mehr
News Agency on Monday.

“Whenever national interest is served,
negotiation will become meaningful,”
he added.

The lawmaker went on to say that
“Despite all the privileges that the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry has offered to
Westerners, we see today that America
and the three European signatories of
the JCPOA are clearly acting against the
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interests of the country.”

“Given that the anti-lranian resolution
of the IAEA’s Board of Governors has been
adopted with the proposal of European
governments and with the guidance of
the United States, do we still have to en-
ter a vicious circle of negotiations that
results in more pressure on Iran? Which
common sense accepts this?”

“So, we, at the Parliament’s National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission,
are closely monitoring the behavior of
Western countries, especially that of E3,
and we intend to give appropriate response
to them invarious economic, trade, and
diplomatic dimensions.”

“The Iranian Parliamentis persistently
seeking to secure the interests of the coun-
try and we will not let resolutions that do
not have executive guarantees affect our
decisions and strategies,” he stressed.

TEHRAN (FNA) —Iran’s Interpol Chief Brigadier General
Hadi Shirzad said that his country has demanded Roma-
nia to send the DNA profile of the dead fugitive ex-judge
Gholamreza Mansouri, adding that Bucharest has not yet
provided Tehran with any solid document in the case.

Shirzad said on Monday that Romania has identified the
dead person in the Bucharest hotel as Gholamreza Mansouri
based on the documents carried by the deceased person,
but “we certainly need other proofs and evidence, including
his DNA, to firmly confirm the dead person’s identity”.

“Wehave demanded for the DNA profile and the Romanian
Interpol has also announced that the DNA profile is being pre-
pared and will be sent to Iran soon,” he added.

General Shirzad complained that the Romanian police
has not yet sent any proof, document or evidence to Iran
on the cause or incentive behind the death of Mansouri,
but pointed out that Bucharest has promised to provide
the Interpol in Tehran with more information in the next
few days.

Iran on Monday called again on the Romanian government
for clarifications on different aspects of Mansouri’s death.

“The issue has some ambiguities. Despite (our) demands,
the Romanian government has not yet cleared the issue.
The foreign ministry, Iran’s mission, Judiciary and the
Interpol are pursuing the issue and we demand Romania
to inform Iran officially and in written on whatever has
happened. We have not received anything new yet except
the media reports,” Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed
Abbas Mousavi told reporters in a press conference.

“We still want clarification of all aspects of the issue. I
demand the Romanian government and relevant officials

of the country to provide us with the latest information as
soon as possible,” he added.

Earlier this month, Iranian Judiciary Spokesman Gholam
Hossein Esmayeeli had also criticized Romania’s lack of
cooperation with the country on the death of Mansouri,
saying that Tehran’s information is limited to Romanian
media reports and a short quotation from Bucharest’s
Prosecutor.

Tehran has urged Bucharest to prepare a full report on
the death of its fugitive ex-judge Gholamreza Mansouri in
Romania, Esmayeeli said.

He added that Iran is pursuing the case via its foreign
ministry and Interpol and has also sent several letters to
Romanian Judiciary chief.

Iran will not leave the case as it had announced Man-
souri as ‘wanted’ and he was under the surveillance of the
(Romanian) police, the spokesman noted.

Unfortunately, Western countries and the U.S., which
boisterously claim to fight money- laundering and financial
corruption, provide shelter for Iranian financial criminals,
he underlined.

In relevant remarks this month, Iran’s Deputy Judiciary
Chief Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejei said Romania should
account for the death of ex-judge, Gholamreza Mansouri,
in the European country.

“The Romanian government should certainly be account-
able. He [Mansouri] had stated his intention to return to
Iran and he was under police control and the Romanian
government should account for his death,” Mohseni Ejei said.

“There are ambiguities and effort should be made to
clarify them,” he added.

Also last Monday, Iranian Prosecutor General Mohammad
Jafar Montazeri in a letter to his Romanian counterpart
Augustin Lazar called for rapid and serious investigations
into Mansouri’s death.

“l demand you to order serious and comprehensive
investigations into the cause of Mansouri’s death given
the importance of this issue and finding the reality and the
responsibility that relevant judiciary officials and Interpol
of Romania have had to protect and monitor the suspect,”
Montazeri said in his letter.

He also called for identification and prosecution of in-
dividuals possibly involved in Mansouri’s death.

Montazeri asked Lazar to send him a complete report
about the prosecution and judicial case and the incident
which led to Mansouri’s death via Iran’s mission in Bucharest.

Earlier this month, Iran confirmed that Mansouri who
was accused of receiving bribe before fleeing the country,
had been arrested by the Interpol in Romania.
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MEK terror group funded by
American taxpayers’ money:
Tehran

TEHRAN — Iran’s Foreign Ministry
d e s says American taxpayers’ money funds
the (Mojahedin-e Khalgh) MEK terrorist group.

“MEK is by all means a terror cult,” the Foreign Min-
istry wrote in a tweet on Sunday. “Europe is home to this
rogue entity & Americans taxpayers’ money has funded
the atrocities of this corrupt grouplet.”

“Both have hands in the massacre of innocent Iranians
by MEK,” the ministry added.

Earlier, Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi
marked the 39th anniversary of an act of terror that killed
over 70 senior figures by the MEK, saying the terror group
has since remained under the auspices of the U.S. and
Europe.
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“39yrs ago, today, Iran Chief Justice Ayatollah Beheshti &
72senior figures were assassinated by US-, Saddam-backed
MEK terrorist cult. Since then, MEK has remained under
US/Euro auspices, letting it horribly kill&maim 10000+Ira-
nians,” Mousavi tweeted on Saturday.

“Their blood on terrorist MEK supporters’ hands!” he
added.

The MEK was established in the 1960s to express a
mixture of Marxism and Islamism. It launched bombing
campaigns against the Shah, continuing after the 1979
Islamic Revolution, against the Islamic Republic. Iran
accuses the group of being responsible for 17,000 deaths.

Based in Iraq at the time, MEK members were armed
by former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein to fight against
Iran during a war that lasted for 8 years in the 1980s.

In 2012, the U.S. State Department removed the MEK
from its list of designated terrorist organizations under
intense lobbying by groups associated with Saudi Arabia
and other regimes opposed to Iran.

A few years ago, the MEK operatives were relocated
from their Camp Ashrafin Iraq’s Diyala Province to Camp
Hurriyet (Camp Liberty), a former U.S. military base in
Baghdad, and were later relocated to Albania.

On Thursday, Mousavi termed the Islamic Republic
of Iran as the biggest victim of terrorist actions, “which
have been taken mainly with the U.S. government’s direct
and indirect supports, and with more than 17,000 people
martyred in this path, is always at the forefront of the fight
against terrorism at the global and regional levels.”

He also said the United States, as the world’s most in-
famous terrorist regime, is in no position to judge other
countries.

The remarks came in response to the annual Country
Reports on Terrorism released by the U.S.

Trump exited JCPOA out
of hatred toward Obama’s
achievements: professor

TEHRAN — A political science profes-
d e s k& sor says Donald Trump’s narrow reason
for the U.S. withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear deal was
prompted by his hatred of any achievement by his prede-
cessor Barack Obama.

In aninterview with ILNA published on Monday, Wil-
liam Lucas said the wider motive for Trump’s high-level
advisors, such as Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, is to
step up sanctions and break ; '
the Iranian economy.

“They could be seeking a
renegotiation of the nuclear §
deal, with Iran surrendering
on key points over its nuclear
program, or even pursuing
regime change,” Lucas said.

Asked ifthe U.S. govern- 8
mentwould eventually be able |
torenew a UN arms embargo
on Iran, he said, “The effort to
extend the UN arms embargo,
which is linked to the JCPOA
if not part of it, is to maintain
diplomatic pressure on Iran.”

The professor confirmed
that “it is also part of a contest between Washington and
Tehran in the region,” adding that it is unlikely that the
U.S. can push through the arms embargo.

He said the Europeans will look for acompromise, and
Russiaand China could block any Security Council action.

Washington has stepped up calls for the extension
of a UN arms embargo on Iran, which will expire in
October under UN Security Council Resolution 2231,
which endorses Iran nuclear deal, officially known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

The administration of U.S. President Donald Trump
has threatened that it may seek to trigger a “snapback”
of all sanctions on Iran if its attempts to extend the arms
embargo fall through.

In May 2018, President Trump unilaterally pulled
his country out of the JCPOA, unleashing the “toughest
ever” sanctions against Iran.

While the U.S. is no longer a party to the 2015 deal, it
has launched a campaign to renew the arms ban through
aresolution at the UN Security Council.

The Security Council is scheduled to discuss the
measure on June 30, but Russia and China are most
likely to veto it.
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ISIPO revives over 200 idle
production units in 3 months

According to the official, the mentioned units returning
to operation created direct jobs for 21,618 persons.

One of the approaches through which ISIPO is planning to
help inactive units get back in the production cycle is to see their
knowledge and technology needs, Mosaheb said.

“The country’s technology units and scientific and research
centers have come to believe that they can help the industry and
that the |ndustry can use thelr potentlals and capacmes " he added

The ofﬁc1al had prev10usly said that followmg aprogram for
boosting domestic production, ISIPO had managed to revive 529
idle production units in the first half of the past Iranian calendar
year (March 21-September 21, 2019).

Iran’s annual olive oil
production hits 11,600 tons

TEHRAN —Olive oil production in Iran reached
d e s 11,600 tons in the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 19), the manager of the Agriculture Min-
istry’s “Olive Project” initiative said.

“Olive oil production in our country is in a good place and
the production of this product has increased from 3,300 tons in
[the Iranian calendar year] 1391 (ended in March 2013) to 11,600
tons in 1398,” ILNA quoted Rahmatolah Parichehr as saying.

Speaking in a meeting with
the company owners and busi-
nessmen active in the industry,
the official stated that in the
year of “surge in production”,
the quantitative and qualitative
| increase of olive oil production
and also the increase of its per
capita consumption is on Ag-
riculture Ministry’s agenda.

“The per capita consumption
of this product in the world is
500 grams and we have planned
to reach the global average,”
Parichehr said.

The official had previously
said that demand for olive oil
in Iran exceeds 12,000 tons per year and the shortage is mainly
imported from Turkey, Italy, Spain and Greece.

The Agriculture Ministry’s olive project scheme titled the “Na-
tional Plan for Development of Olive Cultivation and Processing”
seeks to increase olive oil production in Iran to a level where the
country would have no further needs for import.

TEDPIX falls 10,000 points
on Monday

TEHRAN —TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
d e s Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 10,000 points
to 1.481 on Monday, Tasnim news agency reported.

Asreported, 12.27billion securities worth 15.718 trillion rials (about
$374.2 million) were traded through 1.876 million deals on Monday.

TEDPIXwentup 190,000 points during the past Iranian calendar
week (ended on Friday).

The index stood at 1.419 million points, showing a 15-percent
weekly increase.

TEDPIX has also climbed 28.77 percent in the past Iranian calendar
month (April 21-June 20) from its preceding month.

The index gained 283,868 points to 1,270,627 during the past
month.

Although, the value of trades at the TSE, which is Iran’s major
stock exchange, fell 31 percent in the past month.

Some 166.408 billion securities were traded through 22.416
million deals at this market, which shows a 22 percent drop in the
number of securities and a 26 percent fall in the number of deals.

In a press conference on Monday, the head of Iran’s Securities
and Exchange Organization (SEO) announced that the amount of
liquidity absorbed by Iran’s capital market has reached 500 trillion
rials (about $12 billion) during the first quarter of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20-June 20).

Hasan Qalibaf-Asl also said, “It is while the total amount of li-
quidity entered into this market stood at 300 trillion rials (about
$7.14 billion) during the past year.”

The official further noted that the high amount of liquidity that is
entering the capital market has provided some good opportunity for
this market, asit’s being developed and flourished, for the enterprises,
asthey're securing their required funds, and also for the government.

Mentioning the prosperous status of the capital market in the
present year, Qalibaf-Asl underlined that the current status of this
market is notatall comparable with that of the past three years and
even the previous year.

He put the amount of financing through the capital market at 2.6
quadrillion rials (about $61.9 billion) in the past Iranian calendar
year 1398 and said the figure was one quadrillion rials (about $23.8
billion) justin the first quarter of the present year. Financing through
thismarket stood at 1.2 quadrillion rials (about $28.5 billion) in the
calendar year 1397.

The SEO head also put the value of trades at Tehran Stock Ex-
change (TSE) and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known as
Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), at 8.3 quadrillion rials (about $197.61 billion)
in the previous year, while the figure was 7.8 quadrillion rials (about
$185.71billion) in the first quarter of this year.

TSE is Iran’s major stock exchange, three other exchanges are
IFB, Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), and Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX).

Qalibaf-Asl further said that the number of trading ac-
counts opened in the stock market in the past year was 820,000,
adding that 1.6 million accounts have been opened in the first three
months of the current year.
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Promotion of

production a must|.

for developing

exports: TPO head

TEHRAN — Head of
d e s Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) Hamid Zadboum
said promoting domestic production is
the prerequisite of exports development,
IRIB reported.

“Exports improve when there is produc-
tion, and we have to move in the direction
of export-based production,” Zadboum said
in a press conference on Monday.

According to the official, part of the
country’s export problems is structural
and because of the lack of export-intend-
ed production.

“Based on the estimates, Iran has the
capacity to export $100 billion to the neigh-
boring countries, and this capacity will be
exploited only when production is promoted,”
the TPO head stressed.

Import management is importantalong
with the development of exports, which
means that the value of the industrial im-
ports must decrease and the exports from this
sector must increase, Zadboum emphasized.

Mentioning the government’s recent
decision on limiting the ceiling of exports
for new exporting companies to $500,000,
the official said the government’s intension

is not to ban exports but to regulate it.

“The priority is to supply the domestic
market and the needs of the people, but
exports are also an important part of the
economy that must be encouraged with
various incentives,” he said.

Referring to the latest situation of the
borders with the neighboring countries,

Zadboum said: “Turkey’s railway and road
borders are open for trade. The Iraqi borders
are also open, except for two cases. The
border crossings with Azerbaijan, Armenia
and Pakistan are also open”

As for Turkmenistan, currently there
are only a rail and a road border open for
trade, he added.

‘Iranian manufacturers can meet
domestic need for home appliances’

TEHRAN — Iranian
d e sk production units
can meet the domestic need for home
appliances, the secretary of the Association
of Industries of Household Appliances of
Iran told IRNA on Monday.

Abbas Hashemi said that foreign home
appliances are being replaced with the
Iran-made products and the developed
production capacity is now meeting the
need for many items inside the country.

Iranian deputy industry, mining, and
trade minister for industry affairs says
Iranian producers have indigenized the
knowledge for manufacturing 60 percent
of the country’s home appliance needs.

Speaking in the inauguration ceremony
of ahome appliance production unit two
weeks ago, Mehdi Sadeqi Niaraki said the
development of domestic production in
the home appliance industry has been
very significant so that nearly 70 percent
of the small home appliances are currently
made by domestic producers.

Underlining the increase in the
production of home appliances during
the first two months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20-May 20), the
official said the production of washing
machines has increased by 152 percent
from 48,000 units in the previous year
to 121,000 units this year.

He further mentioned the upward trend
of the production home appliances in the
previous calendar year 1398 and noted

that despite the restrictions created by the
U.S. this industry’s production capacity
increased 10 percent in 1398 compared
to its preceding year.

Based on Industry, Mining and Trade
Ministry data, in the previous year,
1,168,700 refrigerators and freezers were
produced in the country, an increase of 7.8
percent compared to the preceding year
1397 (ended on March 20, 2019), while
domestic companies produced 732,200
washing machines, to register a 32-percent
increase year on year.

Also, the production of coolers increased
by 6.3 percent to 904,900 units during
the said period.

According to the official, the increase
in the production of home appliances
was achieved in a situation where two
international companies (LG and Samsung)
which held nearly 80 percent of Iran’s
market reduced their production in the
country and left Iran under U.S. pressures.

South Korea’s LG Electronics and
Samsung have ended their presence in
the Iranian market since the beginning
of 2020, abiding by the U.S. pressures
for cutting ties with one of their biggest
markets.

The departure of the Asian companies
from the Iranian market created a new
opportunity for domestic companies
to, once again, come to the spotlight for
showecasing their capabilities and benefit
from a market that belongs to them.

Basic goods transited to
Afghanistan via Chabahar

TEHRAN — Some 14
d e s cargo ships have carried
basic commaodities for Afghanistan via Shahid
Beheshti Port in Iranian southeastern port
city of Chabahar over the past two years,
according to a local official.

Behrouz Agaei, the director-general of
Portsand Maritime Department of Sistan-Bal-
uchestan Province (where the port s located)
told IRNA on Monday that after the cargoes
are unloaded in Shahid Beheshti Port, they
are transited to Afghanistan by trucks.

He said that India’s all 75,000 tons do-
nated wheat for Afghanistan is due to be
sentto the country through Shahid Beheshti
Port, only five consignments of which have
been sentso far.

Chabahar is believed to be the bestand
economical transit route into Afghanistan
and Central Asian countries.

In mid-April, a 75,000-metric-ton
consignment of Indian wheat heading for
Afghanistan arrived at Chabahar to be de-
livered to the destination country through
land borders.

According to Aqaei, the Indian govern-
ment sent the mentioned cargo aiming to
support its trade partner during the coro-
navirus pandemic.

The consignment was comprised of 203
20-metric-feet containers that had been
shipped from KandlaPortin eastern India.

In 2016, Iran, India, and Afghanistan
decided to jointly establish a trade route

for land-locked Central Asian countries.

India sent its first consignment of wheat
to Afghanistan through Iran’s Chabahar Port
backin 2017.

Later on, in February 2019, the Afghani-
stan-Iran-Indiatrade corridor for the trade
between the two countries through Chabahar
Port was officially inaugurated.

In February thisyear, the Secretary Gen-
eral of Iran-Afghanistan Joint Chamber of
Commerce Mozafar Alikhani announced
that Iran has approved two Afghan banks to
open branches in its southeastern strategic
port of Chabahar.

“Due to the strategic nature of the Chaba-
har portand being exempted from the U.S.
sanctions, Iran has allowed two Afghan banks
to establish branches in the port so that the
two countries’ businessmen could be able to
use their facilitiesand services,” Alikhani said.

There are strong economic ties between
the two countries in terms of cultural, lin-
guistic and historical commonalities, and
many of Afghan traders are familiar with
the patterns of trade and consumption in
Iran, he said.

“Iran currently supplies about 35 percent
of Afghanistan’s total imports, apart from
the technical-engineering, and educational
services,” Alikhani added.

The neighbor Afghanistan is a major ex-
port destination of Iranian products, and as
Iran is seriously pursuing the objective of
boosting non-oil exports to its neighbors,
making the exporters acquainted with this
country’s markets is an agenda.

Quarterly loading of basic goods in Imam Khomeini Port up 24%

AN HR'RY TEHRAN — Loading

d e s of basic goods in Imam
Khomeini Port in southwestern Khuzestan
Province has risen 24 percent during the
first quarter of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-June 20), according to a
provincial official.

Head of Khuzestan Province’s Ports
and Maritime Department Adel Daris
announced that over four million tons
of basic commodities have loaded in this
port and transported to different parts of
the country in the three-month period,
IRIB reported.

The official mentioned wheat, barley,
soybean cake, sugar, rice, and edible oil
as the major products loaded in Imam
Khomeini Port during the first quarter.

As previously announced by Daris,
unloading of non-oil commodities in
Imam Khomeini Port Special Economic
Zone in the first Iranian calendar month
of Farvardin (March 20-April 19) in-
creased by 15 percent to more than 1.791
million tons.

Imam Khomeini Port is a seaport at the
northwestern end of the Persian Gulf near
the provincial capital of Ahvaz, Khuzestan.

It is Iran’s second-largest operating
port after Shahid Rajaee Port in southern
Hormozgan Province.

The port was opened in 1960 with two

berths, today it offers 40 berths for ships.

Over 15.7 million tons of basic commod-
ities were loaded and unloaded at Imam
Khomeini Port in the past Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 19).

As announced by the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) earlier this month, 25 million tons
of basic goods have been cleared from Iran’s

customs during the previous year.
According to Mehdi Mirashrafi, 35 mil-
lion tons of commodities were imported
into the country in the mentioned year, of
which 25 million tons were basic goods.
Noting that the coronavirus outbreak
has decreased the level of trade in the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year, the official said:
“This year, the trend has slowed down,

and we hope that with the measures taken
by the Central Bank [of Iran (CBI)], the
Industry Ministry, and IRICA, we will be
able to minimize the deposition of goods
in the customs before and after clearance.
Inthisregard, we are going to make a new
proposal to the government through the
Economy Ministry.”

“There are currently about four million
tons of goods stored in the country’s ports,
including both basic goods and regular
commodities like raw materials, and ma-
chinery, so we need to take more specific
inter-sectorial measures to facilitate the
clearance process,” Mirashrafi added.

According to the official, the main reason
for the prolonging of clearance processes
has been related to money transfer issues
and obtaining ownership documents.

Regarding the reduction of global trade
due to the coronavirus outbreak, the IR-
ICA head said: “It is predicted that the
volume of trade in the world will decrease
by 20 percent due to the outbreak of the
coronavirus and Iran and West Asia are
not exceptions.”

The official further noted that in the
currentyear which has been called the year
of “surge in production” by the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Seyed Ali Khamenei,
IRICA has prioritized export-facilitating
policies and strategies.
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Energy Ministry considering use
of condensate as power plant fuel

NN ISCRY TEHRAN — Iran’s

R Deputy Energy Minister
Homayoun Haeri said on Sunday that the
ministry is considering the use of gas
condensate as a replacement for natural
gas to be used in the country’s power plants.

A knowledge-based company is studying
aplan for modifying the design of the power
plants’ turbines so that gas condensate could
be used as a replacement fuel for natural
gas, Haeri told Mehr News Agency.

The Energy Ministry is ready to cooperate
with the Oil Ministry in this regard, he said,
adding: “for conducting the necessary
research, we have introduced Asaluyeh
power plant as the pilot to the mentioned
company so that its turbines can be reviewed
and redesigned.”

According to the official, the cost of
generating electricity from gas condensate is
not much different from the cost of generating
electricity from natural gas and the point for
this project is to diversify the power plants’
fuel basket and make efficient use of the
country’s resources.

N

The use of gas condensate in the fuel
basket of the country’s power plants was

among the major plans that the Energy
Ministry announced for the current Iranian

calendar year (started on March 19).

As reported, given the increase in gas
production from South Pars field (Iran’s
biggest gas field shared with Qatar in the
Persian Gulf) and the consequent increase in
the gas condensate production, it is necessary
to consider innovative programs for using it.

Natural-gas condensate, also called
natural gas liquids, is a low-density mixture
of hydrocarbon liquids that are present as
gaseous components in the raw natural gas
produced from many natural gas fields.

South Pars gas field is estimated to contain
about 18 billion barrels of condensate.

In late May, lranian Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh announced that
his ministry plans to prevent direct gas
condensate exports to make use of itinside
the country.

In early February, the minister had said
that about 130,000 barrels per day (bpd)
of the country’s gas condensate are used as
feedstock for the country’s petrochemical
plants and 80,000 bpd go to domestic
refineries, apart from Persian Gulf Star.

N SSCRY TEHRAN — Iranian

e S natural gas exports to
the neighboring countries increased by
3.6 billion cubic meters in the previous
Iranian calendar year (ended on March
19) registering a 26-percent rise year on
year, said managing director of National
Iranian Gas Company (NIGC).

Referring to the gas industry’s new
records in production, transmission,
distribution and exports during the previous
Iranian calendar year, Hassan Montazer
Torbati pointed to the unprecedented
increase of natural gas exports last year
and said that the surge in exports was
realized despite the significant increase
in the domestic consumption.

“Last year, the cumulative consumption
by domestic, commercial and small
industrial sectors increased by about
10 billion cubic meters, but despite new
consumption records, the gas supply
to urban and rural households was not
interrupted and the exports increased,”
he said.

Noting that the total gas production

Iran’s annual gas exports up 26%

in the previous year reached about 270
billion cubic meters, Torbati emphasized
that considering the increase in both
production and consumption of natural
gas, the national network handled the
transmission of the added output smoothly.

The NIGC head further noted that
the outbreak of coronavirus hasn’t have
any negative impact on the company’s
development projects and programs.

“With careful planning and with the
implementation of all health protocols, the
outbreak of corona did not disrupt the gas
industry’s development process,” he said.

Iran is currently exporting gas to its
western neighbors including Turkey and
Irag.

Back in May, Torbati had said that the
conditions governing Iran’s long-term gas
contracts probably undergo essential
changes after the coronavirus pandemic.

The official told ILNA that Iran would
introduce new pricing mechanisms in gas
export deals in future, without elaborating
on how they would work.

In late April, NIGC Dispatching Director

F

Mehdi Jamshidi-Dana said the country is
exporting 32 million cubic meters (mcm)
of natural gas to Irag on a daily basis.

1
Natural gas export to Turkey has been

halted following an explosion on a pipeline

near their joint border in early March.

TEHRAN (Shana) — Iran’s Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar Zangeneh, recently said that
despite the outbreak of the novel coronavirus,
oil and gas production in Iran had not faced
any disruption. Among Iranian oil produc-
tion companies, National Iranian South Oil
Company (NISOC) enjoys a special status
because of its large contribution to Iran’s
production.

Ahmad Mohammadi, CEO of NISOC,
tells “Iran Petroleum” that production from
the oil fields run by this company had seen
their output exceed the target by 10,000
bpd despite the impact of sanctions and
the current restrictions. He has also said
that as soon as sanctions have been lifted,
NISOC would be able to bring production
back to the pre-sanctions levels quickly.

The following is the full text of the inter-
view Mohammadi gave to “Iran Petroleum”:

M How did the Covid-19 outbreak affect
NISOC’s development projects?

The Covid-19 outbreak slowed down, to
some extent, the development projects as
soon as it struck. It is noteworthy that our
conditions differed with that of the others
in dealing with the coronavirus, as we were
also under sanctions. Therefore, we had to
multiply our efforts in a bid to minimize the
impacts of both the coronavirus and the
sanctions. We were faced with a tough task
in not halting activity in NISOC-run fields.
However, we proceeded with our activities
through well-thought planning.

M Many oil companies in the world have
halted their development activities due to
the sharp decline in oil prices. Does NISOC
plan to follow suit?

The petroleum industry is an interna-
tional one and we cannot separate ourselves
from others. NISOC accounts for supplying
more than 80 percent of Iran’s oil, which is
earmarked for domestic consumption and

NISOC output capacity up

exports. In order to maintain the production
capacity and enhance output, development
activities within EPC/EPD project should
continue. Furthermore, we always think
of providing development infrastructure
for the day the sanctions have been lift-
ed on lran’s petroleum industry. In the
meantime, NISOC’s production is largely
spent on feeding refineries. Therefore, we
cannot say that the petroleum industry is
experiencing unprecedented conditions
because oil prices have plummeted to very
low prices and therefore we have to halt
our development projects. Despite so many
problems we are faced with, we will proceed
with these projects to keep the business en-
vironmentand employment alive and crate
development infrastructure. Of course, it
has to be noted that the methodology of
sanctions has changed this time and has
become more complicated. We are in the
midst of an economic war. Oil production

and export is really complicated and difficult,
add to this the Covid-19 outbreak.

M Given the reduction in oil production
emanated from the Covid-19 outbreak, how
long will it take the oil output to rebound
to the pre-sanctions levels?

According to arrangements, in case sanc-
tions have been lifted, we will restore about
70 percent of oil production in less than a
month and 100 percent in three months to
the pre-sanctions levels.

B Which project has been affected most
by the Covid-19 outbreak?

It is really tough, particularly for our
colleagues working in operation zones to
work with the Covid-19 spread. In all crises
and emergency situations, we focus on two
points: One is our main and natural task
of safe and sustainable production, sup-
porting production and sparing staff any
damage and the other one is to help people
and communities living around facilities to

respect their social responsibility. With the
Covid-19 outbreak, we have concentrated
on respecting all health protocols and our
colleagues, particularly those living far from
their families, are trying their best to guar-
antee safe and sustainable production in
oil-rich zones in southern Iran. Furthermore,
we have provided help to people living near
facilities and installations. The Covid-19
outbreak has sure slowed down EPC/EPD
projects as many specialists and service
workers who used to come from neighbor-
ing cities and provinces were faced with
restrictions. Despite all this, NISOC’s oil
output was 10,000 ahead of plan because
no workover project has been halted over
this period of time.

Il What would happen to NISOC’s 28
packages with the Covid-19 outbreak and
petroleum industry sanctions?

In six packages, two wells have so far
been completed and five others are to be
completed soon. Therefore, a total of seven
wells would be completed soon and the rigs
installed on these wells will be moved to the
location of new wells.

The successful bidders for 9 other pack-
ages are known. Preparations are under way
for six packages and the fate of remaining
packages will be known soon. I hope that
construction starts in some of them in the
summer.

M What stage is the Parsi and Paranj
agreement in now?

We are receiving necessary permits for
Parsi and Paranj fields’ development. At the
same time, we have held talks with MAP-
NA so that we would sign an agreement for
logistics before the agreement takes effect.
Given MAPNA's potential, | hope that we
will soon see production logistics work start
in parallel with the required arrangements
for the implementation of the agreement.

ADNOC cuts August term volumes by 5 percent for all crude oil grades

Crude oil volumes from Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. for its
term customers over August will be reduced by five percent
for all four grades, a source familiar with the situation told

S&P Global Platts on June 28.

ADNOC informed customers who lift contracted monthly
volumes -- known as term lifters -- that it would cut the
quantity of volumes available for export over August by
five percent for its more popular Murban and Upper Zakum
grades and for Umm Lulu and Das Blend, the source said.

It follows the same 5 percent cut that ADNOC made for
July. June term volumes of Murban and Upper Zakum had

guotas for that month only.

been slashed 20 percent, with Das Blend and Umm Lulu cut
5percent, as the UAE joined Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Oman
in enacting voluntary additional cuts below their OPEC+

The news comes as OPEC and its allies have yet to de-
cide whether to extend a historical production cut accord of
nearly 10 million bpd beyond July. The deal is scheduled to
ease to collective cuts of 7.7 million bpd starting in August,
though the OPEC+ coalition has said it may amend the deal
as needed on a monthly basis to manage the oil market’s
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

The coalition will next meet Nov. 30 and Dec. 1in Vienna,
but a key OPEC+ monitoring committee co-chaired by the
coalition’s largest members, Saudi Arabia and Russia, is

scheduled to hold an online meeting July 15. The commit-

tee is empowered to make recommendations to the wider
coalition, which would have to call an extraordinary session
to approve any changes.

A Persian Gulf OPEC delegate, who spoke on condition
of anonymity, said some preliminary discussions had been
held on extending the cuts through August but that no con-
clusions had been made.
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Arbitration court’s ruling on
NIGC-Turkmengaz dispute
announced

TEHRAN (Shana) — The General Directorate of Public Relations
of the Iranian Oil Ministry issued an announcement explaining
the outcome of the International Court of Arbitration’s ruling
regarding the dispute between the National Iranian Gas Company
(NIGC) and Turkmengaz.

The text of the announcement of the General Directorate of
Public Relations of the Ministry of Petroleum is as follows:

“Following the cessation of gas exports to Iran by Turkmengaz
in early winter 2016, despite efforts by the National Iranian Gas
Company to resolve financial disputes between the two sides
through negotiations, Turkmengaz decided to refer the dispute
to international arbitration.
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“In accordance with the provisions of the agreements between
the two countries, the matter was referred to the International Court
of Arbitration in Switzerland. The arbitrator announced his decision
to both parties on June 24, 2020.

“According to the rules of arbitration, this decision cannot be
disseminated by any of the parties to the dispute, except with the
agreement of the parties.

“Itis important to note that the current dispute between Turk-
mengaz and the National Iranian Gas Company is only one dispute
over the exactamount of debt owed to Turkmengaz and the National
Iranian Gas Company’s claims related to the quantity and quality of
Turkmenistan’s exported gas to Iran. Therefore, this commercial
lawsuit has no winner or loser.

“What can be said about the outcome is that the issued judgement
has different dimensions, in some cases the views of Turkmengaz
Company and in some cases the views of the National Iranian Gas
Company have been sustained.

“Itisemphasized that, contrary to some rumor mills, the National
Iranian Gas Company has not been subject to payment of any fines, as
Turkmengaz’s request did not concern imposition of a fine on NIGC.
As mentioned above, the only issue discussed in the arbitration was
investigation of the debt of the National Iranian Gas Company to
Turkmengaz for the gas received from Turkmengaz until the date
of gas cut-off and the determination of the exact amount of fines on
Turkmengaz concerning the quantity and quality of the delivered gas.

“However, we have always believed in resolving issues and disputes
through negotiation, but referringacommercial case to arbitration
isacommon practice in international trade to resolve disputes.

“We hope that this ruling will pave the way for further development
of relations between the two friendly and neighboring countries.”

Why oil tanker market may
take Trump’s sanctions in
stride this time

The Trump administration’s plan to add as many as 50 oil tankers
toanalready long list of sanctioned vessels would be enough to send
global shipping costs surging under normal circumstances.

But the demand fallout from the pandemic may have freed up
enough vessels to keep prices from skyrocketing as they did last
year when the U.S. announced penalties against units of China’s
biggest shipping company for violating restrictions on carrying
Iranian petroleum.

“Adding 50 more ships to the list may not be enough to bring
another spike,” said Peter Sand, chief shipping analyst at industry
group BIMCO, citing a mismatch in supply and demand caused by
the hit to global oil demand from the coronavirus.

According to Bloomberg, the Treasury Departmentis preparing
to ramp up maritime sanctions to choke off trade between Iran and
Venezuela, a person familiar with the matter said this month. Bad
actorsare constantly seeking new ways to exploit global supply chains
and Treasury will continue to target those engaged in sanctions eva-
sion and illicit activities related to shipping, said a spokesperson.

About 130 oil and fuel tankers are currently under U.S. sanctions,
according to the website of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control, or OFAC, up from about 80 a year ago. They include ves-
sels that can handle crude, refined products and ship fuel, and Very
Large Crude Carriers (VLCCs), which are capable of carrying about
2 million barrels of oil.

The Treasury recently released an advisory on what the shipping
sector should be looking for in terms of evasion techniques and po-
tential red flags, while it also updated its guidance related to Iran,
North Korea and Syria.

M Beyond election

An increased focus on shipping when it comes to official sanc-
tions policy since around 2018 is likely to persist beyond this year’s
election, said John Hughes, former deputy director of sanctions
policy at the State Department and now a senior vice president at
Albright Stonebridge Group.

More than two-thirds of world trade flows take place by sea
and VLCCs account for about 40 percent of crude transportation,
said Georgi Slavov, Marex Spectron’s Head of Basic Resources
Research.

“In a scenario where a total of 28 VLCCs were to be newly
sanctioned, it could potentially raise VLCC hires to nearly $8.5
million for shipments from the U.S. to China,” said Stefanos Ka-
zantzis, McQuilling Services LLC's senior adviser for shipping
and finance in New York, from around $6.5 million at present.

When the units of China COSCO Shipping Corp. were sanctioned
last September, the cost of shipping oil from the U.S. to Asia soared
toaround $20 million, hurting the export market.

To be sure, the impact on freight rates won't be the only factor
the industry has to look at if sanctions are escalated. A dwindling
supply of available ships for hire would put more pressure on the
fleet. Shipowners will face hefty penalties for being late to load or
unload cargoes, according to Georgi Slavov, Marex Spectron’s Head
of Basic Resources Research.

Still, a recent decline in floating storage could weigh against any
dramatic increase in shipping rates.

Oil benchmarks are trading in a market structure that doesn’t
incentivize the use of floating storage -- where traders store crude
at sea in the hope of getting a higher price further out -- said Ka-
zantzis. The volume of North Sea crude stored at sea in Europe, for
instance, has shrunk by more than half over the past two weeks.
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Despite economic fallout Tehran
real estate market flourishes

Statistical Center of Iran reports soaring prices

A The minimum price of each square
meter of adowntown rundown property in
the capital stood at 26.48m rials ($150) per
square meter while the maximum was at
750m rials ($4,249), bringing the average to
208.15mrials ($1,179), reports the Financial
Tribune.

According to announcement made by the
Planning and Housing Economy Office of the
Ministry of Roads and Urban Development,
the number of home sales in Tehran stood at
11,046 during the third month of the current
Iranian year (May 21-June 20), indicating
an increase of 80.3 percent compared with
the same period last year, but a decline of
4.5 percent compared with the preceding
month.

The average price of each square meter of
aresidential unitin the capital stood at 190.71
million rials ($968) during the month under
review, registering a year-on-year increase
of 42.1 percentand a month-on-month rise
of 12.1 percent.

Tehran’s real estate market has also been
afavorite with the Iranian diaspora, whose
purchases have helped in soaring housing
prices in the past. Owning a house has several
advantages for the foreign residents. First
advantage is whenever they wish to return
home for ashort trip or retirement they can
counton aresidence. Second, they don’t have

The number of home sales in Tehran stood at 11,046 during the third month of the current
Iranian year (May 21-June 20), indicating an increase of 80.3% compared with the same
month of last year, but a decline of 4.5% compared with the preceding month. (Photo:

EghtesadOnline)

to pay the high taxes which most Western
countries charge.

As Iran’s oil revenues continued to decline
due to unilateral U.S. sanctions, its spending
did not change, resulting in widening budget
deficit. Reduction of petroleum subsidies in
November 2019 brought protests in all the
major provinces with people arguing that if
petroleum becomes more expensive then
everything else follows suite. According to
the Central Bank of Iran the country has an
inflation rate of 41.3 percent with a target

of 22 percent for the future.

All this happened before the novel
coronavirus pandemic which has deepened
Iran’s economic recession, with global
economic repercussions that will be feltin
the coming months. In order to deal with
the pandemic, the government requested
permission to withdraw one billion euros
from the National Development Trust Fund
(Iran’s sovereign wealth fund).

To deal with plummeting revenues, the
governmentand parliamentare planning to

impose new taxes and sell public holdings.
In areport published in early June, Islamic
Republic of lIran Broadcasting (IRIB)
informed of the 10th parliament, where the
new legislators were discussing introducing
acapital gains tax plan on real estate market.
The purpose of which is to collect taxes on
vacant housing, transfer the main resources
of real production and prevent hoarding.
However, the proposal has been delayed
by other parliamentarians arguing the bill
could have negative impact on the housing
market.

According to the latest data published by
the Central Bank of Iran on rent increases
Tehran during May 21— June 20, the price of
rented residential properties in Tehran and
across urban areas increased by 27.6 percent
and 30.7 percent respectively compared with
the similar month last year.

Tenancy agreements signed as of June
29 may not increase rents by more than 25
percent in Tehran and 20 percent rise in
other large cities, President Hassan Rouhani
said on Sunday.

In early May, two-month extensions on
rental agreements terminating between
February 20 and May 20, to control the
spread of coronavirus and help tenants
battling job and income losses during the
pandemic.

Why Arab rulers remain silent on George Floyd’s death

“Arab silence over what happened
in America is conceivable and comes in the
natural context because many Arab regimes
have accepted America’s hegemony and are
not allowed to oppose American policies,” Triq
Aboud, aLebanese researcher in international
policies, tells the Tehran Times.

M Unlike Arab countries, Turkey
condemns U.S. police violence

Amid the silence of the Arab leaders,
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
condemned the American police’s violence
against black Americans.

“We saw this terrible silence on regular
racistcrimes in the U.S., and what makes it
more interesting is that the silence was not
limited to the Arab regimes. We also witness
many regimes that claim to defend democracy
in Europe and elsewhere, are sitting on the
fence,” Aboud says.

Although Ankara went to use American
demonstrations as a pretext to criticize and
attack Trump’s policies, Turkish statements
were less severe than the Iranian ones, which
reflect the Ankara’s policy of “walking a fine
line” without hurting relations with the United
States.”

In fact, Turkish policies in limiting
freedoms at home in recent years don't
allow Erdogan to make harsh criticism
against others.

M The absence of Arab reactions

Silence at official level coincided with the
absence of demonstrations on the streets of
Arab countries, except for a protest organized
by Tunisians.

Tunisian youth denounced racism and
violence against people of color in the United
States, after awave of similar protests in many
countries all around the world. Nevertheless,
the reasons for Arab leaders’ silence may be
different from that of the people.

“Actually, the Arabs decided to stay
spectator, and some even supported the Trump
administration’s behavior in suppressing
the protests,” Khalil Nasrallah, a Lebanese
political researcher, tells the Tehran Times.

“Most Arab regimes have exercised this
oppression (against their own people) since
their inception, as they have had the American

Nasrallah says it seems that the Arabs
are busy with very crucial issues.

All Arab countries, from Iraq to Egypt,
Libya and Yemen, have concerns that are
perhaps more important than what is going
on in the United States, he adds.

It seems that Arabs are busy with their
poor economic conditions or crucial political
issues after the failure of the so-called “Arab
Spring”, the Lebanese researcher remarks.

“Most Arab countries... have concerns
that are perhaps more important than what
happened to George Floyd,” Aboud opines.

He adds, “Without the slightest doubt,
everyone is annoyed by the death of George
Floyd and they are critical of racist practices by
American police. Still, the space for freedom
and expression of opinion is perhaps more
available in cities like Madrid or London and
Paris compared to Arab countries.”

Aboud goes on to say, “Moreover,
existential challenges face an Arab citizen;
challenges even threaten his health and take
the most important part of his life... For an
Arab citizen, the priority now is to earn a
loaf of bread, though millions of Arab people
sympathize with the black community in the
United States against racism.”

Nasrollah says, “Americans don't care
what Arabs think; nevertheless, American
sanctions may include them,” Nasrollah notes.

M sSocial mediaand political reforms

The social media is the most dynamic
medium for the Arab world to react to George
Floyd’s death and the only outlet available
for many to express their views.

There were many comments denouncing
racism and showing solidarity with the
protesters across the globe.

Saudi scholar Abdullah Al-Awdah, son
of the arrested cleric Salman Al-Awdah,
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compared the reactions to the killing of George
Floyd to the assassination of Saudi journalist
Jamal Khashoggi, stressing the similarity of
their last words, “I cannot breathe.”

Drawing an analogy between the U.S.
and Saudi Arabia, Al-Awda says there is a
“great difference between a nation that is
rising up ... and a nation being suffocated
and cannot breathe.”

Former Egyptian Vice President Mohamed
ElBaradei on 5 June 2020, argues in a tweet,
that “in democratic systems, peaceful
demonstrations, despite any abuses, usually
result in structural reforms in response to
popular demands. In authoritarian regimes,
protests usually result in a clash that ends
with the collapse of the entire system. The
difference is between a Flexible and durable
system that allows change and a fragile and
weak regime that does not allow repair.”

M Eyad Al Hallag, a Palestinian
“George Floyd

Another wave of controversy erupted after
the Israeli police killed an unarmed, autistic
Palestinian. The incident was compared to
George Floyd’s death by many.

Arab mediadescribed lyad Al Hallag, as
“Palestinian George Floyd.”

In this context, Mohamed ElBaradei
asks: “Why do we not see sympathy for the
Palestinians as we see for the blacks in the
U.S., even though the discrimination against
them is more severe? Did we fail as Arabsin
serving our goals outside the slogans? Or are
we linked to terrorism based on a false vision?
Or due to poor global media attention? And
perhaps the influence of the Israeli lobby?
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support,” he points out.

UN rights chief urges Israel to halt ‘illegal’ annexation plan

The UN human rights chief has denounced the Israeli re-
gime’s “illegal” plan to annex large parts of the occupied
Palestinian territories in the West Bank, warning about the
“disastrous” consequences of the move.

Annexation isillegal. Period. Any annexation. Whether it is
30 percent of the West Bank, or five percent,” United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet
said in a statement on Monday, adding that Israel needed
to “listen to its own former senior officials and generals, as
well as to the multitude of voices around the world, warning
it not to proceed along this dangerous path.”

She called on the Tel Aviv regime to shift course, warning
that “the shockwaves of annexation will last for decades,
and will be extremely damaging to Israel, as well as to the
Palestinians.”

The UN rights chief also warned that “any attempt to
annex any part of the occupied Palestinian territory will
not only seriously damage efforts to achieve lasting peace
intheregion, itis likely to entrench, perpetuate and further
heighten serious human rights violations that have charac-
terized the conflict for decades.”

Bachelet then cautioned that annexation would almost
certainly lead to increased restrictions on Palestinians’ right
to freedom of movement, as their population centers would

become enclaves.

In addition, significant tracts of private land would likely
be illegally expropriated, and even in cases where this does
not occur, many Palestinians could lose access to cultivate
their own land, while Palestinians who found themselves
living inside the annexed areas would likely experience greater
difficulty accessing essential services like healthcare and
education, she further said, warning humanitarian access
could also be blocked.

The UN human rights chief warned that Palestinians
inside the annexed area would come under heavy pressure
to move out, pointing out that entire communities current-
ly not recognized under Israeli planning would be at high
risk of “forcible transfer,” and settlements would almost
certainly expand.

“Thisisahighly combustible mix. I am deeply concerned
that even the most minimalist form of annexation would lead
to increased violence and loss of life, as walls are erected,
security forces deployed and the two populations brought
into closer proximity,” Bachelet said.

Bachelet said illegal annexation would not change Is-
rael’s obligations under international law as an occupying
power towards the occupied population. Bachelet said illegal
annexation would not change Israel’s obligations under in-

ternational law as an occupying power towards the occupied
population.

M Massive protests across France against Israel’s
annexation plan

Separately, massive demonstrations were held in anumber
of French cities against Israel’s plan to annex more Pales-
tinian land.

Hundreds of people took to the streets in the capital,
Paris, as well as the cities of Lyon, Strasbourg, Saint-Etienne,
Montpellier and Marseille on Saturday, and voiced their
strong opposition to the Israeli decision.

The protesters waved Palestine flags and raised banners
that read “Free Palestine”, “Boycott Israel”, and “No to An-
nexation.”

They also called on the international community to im-
pose sanctions on Israel to force it to reverse its decision.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who was
sworn into office for another term on May 17, has set July 1
for the start of cabinet discussions on extending “sovereignty”
over settlements in the West Bank and the Jordan Valley.

In response to Israel’s decision, Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas declared the end of all agreements signed
with Israel and the United States on May 19.

(Source: Press TV)

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

]
Too few know much of
anything to predict...

By Martin Love

Trump versus Bolton. Biden versus Trump. Really, everyone
versus someone somewhere in the disintegrating USA, which
some claim is even facing a “civil war” now. The political and
general domestic chaos is, well, so chaotic that it’s virtually
impossible to geta grip on who is saying anything worth hearing.
But the elites appear to be losing control. This latter is key.

Take Trump, for example, recently saying he allegedly has
grown cold to Juan Guaido, the anointed alleged successor
to Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela if by chance Maduro loses
his grip. Trump has skirted wanting talks with Maduro while
Guaido remains an unpopular, ineffective dweeb, and everyone
at bottom knows it, but just because Trump MAY reject Guai-
do, Bidenis claiming Trump has lost his marbles, reiterating
support for the dweeb. Which just underscores the fact that
Biden, as a so-called “Deep State” supporter, MAY not be any
better, and perhaps worse, as a U.S President.

The one possibly good outcome of any Biden win in No-
vember is that, in the U.S., there are millions of people on the
left side of the political spectrum so fed up with the status
quo that they may be successful pushing Biden to the left to
support some of their hopes for change on issues like universal
healthcare with the expansion of Medicare, or less support
for insidious foreign policies that are helping bankrupt the
country morally and financially.

The Trump Administration also seems to be angling towards
talks with Iran, apparently over prisoner exchanges? But one
can suspect there might be more to this latter: maybe it's all
just sheer frustration In Washington over what amounts to a
complete stalemated standoff between the U.S. and Iran, and
especially now when Trump and gang failed to frighten Iran
off from sending fuel and oil field gear to Venezuela on a raft
of ships that were not challenged on the seas by the U.S. navy.
Not a single foreign policy initiative against those countries
targeted as “enemies” (of U.S. imperialism really) by Trump
has been successful.

So many cross currents, or rather just the chaos