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Another
coronavirus
casualty: how
[ranians are
preparing for the
Yalda night?

BY AFSHIN MAJLESI
hildren chasing each other,
mothers setting out dried nuts,
pomegranates, and watermel-

ons amongst other fine foodstuffs,
and fathers watching a ball game
amid all! Does it sound familiar?

Well, for nearly all Iranians, that may
conjure up images of the Yalda celebration
in honor of the longest night of the year!
‘Coming together’, as the core philosophy
of the Yalda night, is at odds with the social
distancing rules, which are highly recom-
mended in the existing coronavirus-era.

With the festivity approaching, the Irani-
an government has announced decisions to
tighten coronavirus restrictions. Non-essen-
tial shops and businesses should be closed
as of 6:00 p.m. local time on Saturday and
Sunday yet citizens have been told to refrain
from driving as of 8:00 p.m.

Ahead of the ancient festival of the
winter solstice, which falls on December
20 this year, the Iranian president Hassan
Rouhani and health officials have called
on people to the festival virtually instead
of having family gatherings and reunions.

“Irequest the people to celebrate the
Yalda night as an online event,” Rouhani
said at a meeting with the National Head-
quarters for Coronavirus Control last week.

The restrictions come amid concern
at the surge in infections in the country,
recently seeing some 7,000 infections
recorded in a single day.

“Contrary to previous years that I and
my wife went to my parents’ house, or
hers, we should stay at home for the sake
of our health,” Mohammad Tavakkoli, 37,
told the Tehran Times.

A shopkeeper, who works at a confec-
tionery store, on Saturday said his business
has been badly hit due to the COVID-19
crisis. “Usually, at this time of the year,
we saw costumers queuing to buy sweets,
nuts, and dried fruits...”

“Nothing different from other nights of
the year! Staying home looking after my
little daughter while my husband is away
as he works in another city and can’tjoin us
celebrating Yalda since the across country
travels are restricted due to the COVID-19
outbreak,” a woman who did not give her
name told the Tehran Times on Saturday.

Continued on page 6
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Iran ready to offer nursing experience to

regional countries

BY FARANAK BAKHTIARI
TEHRAN - Iran’s experience on crisis nursing
and nursing for the elderly is good enough to
be shared with regional countries, Ahmad Ne-
jatian, director of international affairs of the
Nursing Organization, told the Tehran Times
on Saturday.

National Nurses Week is being held through-
out the country from December 16-22.

Since the outbreak of the coronavirus pan-
demic, Iranian nurses have been at the forefront
of the fight against the disease.

Over the last 10 months, about 50,000 nurses
have been infected with COVID-19, more than
100 of whom lost their lives.

Approximately, 150,000 nurses work in the
country, and there are 170,000 hospital beds,
Nejatian stated.

Accordingly, there are 0.8 nurses per hospital
bed in the country, but according to international

standards, there should be at least two nurses
per bed, he added.

Also, according to the population index, the
country needs three nurses per bed, he also said.

The Nursing Organization is a member of the
International Council of Nurses (ICN), head-
quartered in Geneva, and regularly participate
in their research and scientific programs, Ne-
jatian noted.

He went on to add that the Organization is
also closely connected to with the WHO Regional
Office for the Eastern Mediterranean and often
attend consultative meetings to develop nursing
and midwifery strategies in the region, as well
as the conferences.

Moreover, we cooperate with the national
bodies like the Foreign Ministry in the field of
migration of nurses, along with the embassies
to inform the nurses, he noted.

Continued on page 7

TEHRAN — No one can dictate to Syria
how to manage its relations with Iran and
other resistance groups in the region,
says Bouthaina Shaaban, an advisor to
the president of Syria.

In an interview with the Beirut-based
al-Mayadeen news channel, Shaaban said
Syria is an independent country and it
will not let anyone determines its foreign
relations.

TEHRAN- Over 80 million tons of commod-
ities have been loaded and unloaded at the
ports of Iran during the first eight months
of the current Iranian calendar year (March
20-November 20), according to the Head
of Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO) Mohammad Rastad.

Among the mentioned 80 million tons of
commodities, oil products with more than 30
million tons and a share of 38 percent stood
in the first place, while dry bulk goods with
25 million tons and a share of 31 percent,

TEHRAN - Iran’s Rudaki Foundation and
Tehran Art Bureau plan to organize two photo
contests on Commander Qassem Soleimani.

Quds Force chief Soleimani was as-
sassinated in a U.S. airstrike in Baghdad
onJanuary 3.

The Depiction of the Soldier Photo
Competition will be held by the Rudaki
Foundation. The contest also covers sev-
eral other related topics including jihad,
martyrdom, national and international

“No one decides for Damascus how
its relationship with Iran, Hezbollah and
the Palestinian resistance should be,” the
Syrian advisor was quoted by al-Maya-
deen as saying.

Shaaban was responding to the former
U.S. envoy for Syria, James Jeffrey, who
has called on Syria to reduce ties with Iran
and resistance groups such as Hezbollah.

Continued on page 3

Over 80m tons of goods loaded, unloaded
at ports of Iran in 8 months

container goods with 12.3 million tons and
ashare of 15 percent, general goods with 11
million tons and the share of 14 percent and
liquid bulk goods with 1.7 million tons and the
share of two percent were in the next ranks,
the official announced. While the coronavirus
pandemic has created many limitations for
the economic activities all around the world,
operations at Iranian ports are underway
continuously, and even the U.S. sanctions
could not halt activities at the ports.
Continued on page 4

Commander Qassem Soleimani main topic
of Iranian photo contests

activities, soldiers, social activities and
the funeral of Commander Soleimani.

Hamid Forutan is presiding over the
contest and Saeid Faraji, Farhad Soleimani
and Ruhollah Vahdati will judge the final
submissions.

The top selected photos will be awarded
during a ceremony, which will be organ-
ized on the martyrdom anniversary of
Soleimani.

Continued on page 8

Reforming budget structure key to neutralizing
sanctions: Ghalibaf

TEHRAN - The first step in neutralizing the
sanctions is to reform Iran’s budget structure,
said Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf on Saturday.

The comments by the speaker comes as
the government has presented the nation-
al budget bill to the parliament for the next
Iranian calendar year 1400, which starts on
March 21.

Reportedly, the budget has been drafted based
on the removal of sanctions on Iran’s oil sale.

In a report on Friday, ISNA reported that
Ghalibafhas written a letter to President Rouhani
demanding structural reform in the national
budget.

According to legislator Rahim Zare, a member
of the special parliamentary committee tasked
to study the budget, the letter followed after
a declaration by the Leader on December 13
in which it stated that the government should

greatly reduce reliance on oil revenues.

In follow-up to such a declaration the Parlia-
ment speaker wrote a letter to the president in
accordance with Article 52 of the Constitution
calling for a restructure of the budget based on
sustainable revenues and the least dependence
on oil.

Guardian Council spokesman Abbas-Ali Kad-
khodaei said on Saturday that the Parliament
cannot change the generalities of the budget.

Rouhani has said that the budget has been
drawn up based on “realities”.

Ghalibaf said a government-based econo-
my cannot withstand the economic war, and
neutralizing the sanctions with such structure
is a “big joke”.

He also said in the current economic war,
the share of sanctions in the current problems
is less than domestic mismanagement.

Continued on page 2

Goreh-Jask oil pipeline: a mega project that opens Indian Ocean gates to Iranian oil

BY EBRAHIM FALLAHI
TEHRAN - Given Iran’s geopolitical position
(being located at the heart of world oil production
center, that is West Asia, and intersecting the
trade corridor between east and west), and also
due to the political condition, sanctions, and the
unjust pressures imposed by some world powers
against the country; for more than a decade, the
Islamic Republic has been following new strategies
for diversifying its export routes in the country’s
southern borders and Goreh-Jask oil pipeline has

@ Mehr/ Fatemeh Aali

become the realization of this approach.

The mentioned pipeline is going to provide
Iran with an alternative route for the country’s
crude oil exports that are currently carried out
through the Strait of Hormuz. The pipeline will
open a new gate for Iranian oil to the Indian
Ocean by transferring it from Goreh in Bushehr
Province to Jask on the shores of Oman Gulf.

The pipeline project has currently reached
nearly 80 percent of physical progress and is
nearing completion based on the schedule.

Implementation of the Goreh-Jask pipeline
is also in line with the country’s programs for
the integrated development of Makran shores
in the southeast, which has been one of the
major policies of the country considering the
significance of the trade with the South Asian
countries.

According to the Managing Director of Iran’s
Petroleum Engineering and Development Com-
pany (PEDEC) Touraj Dehqgani,

Continued on page 4

Exemplary
nurses
honored

A special ceremony was held in Tehran
on Saturday to honor exemplary nurses
who are at the forefront of the fight against
coronavirus.

National Nurses Week is being held through-
out the country from December 16-22.

Over the last 10 months, about 50,000
nurses have been infected with COVID-19,
more than 80 of whom lost their lives.

No guarantee

a Republican
administration will
quit nuclear deal
again: expert

BY MOHAMMAD MAZHARI
TEHRAN - A defense editor at the Economist says
that there is no guarantee that a possible Republican
administration in the U.S. will breach the nuclear
deal again.

“There is no guarantee of this. Iran must contend
with the risk that a Republican administration in 2024
will once more walk away from a deal,” Shashank
Joshi tells the Tehran Times.

President-elect Joe Biden has pledged to rejoin
the JCPOA that was signed when he was vice presi-
dentif Iran also agrees to return to full compliance.
However, diplomats and analysts say it is unlikely
to happen smoothly because skeptical adversaries
want additional commitments from each other.

Joshi, who served as a senior research fellow at
the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI), also
says “the assassination of Mr. Fakhrizadeh was
probably conducted by Israel, and follows several
other killings over the past decade.”

Iranian scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh was as-
sassinated outside Tehran on November 27. Iranian
officials were quick to finger the point at Israel for
the assassination.

“The assassination was a highly provocative move
and probably aimed at disrupting the incoming Biden
administration’s effort to re-join the JCPOA,” notes
Joshi, who also worked as a research associate at
Oxford University’s Changing Character of War
Program.

Continued on page 5
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MPs denounce European
Parliament’s anti-lran
resolution

TEHRAN — The Majlis National Security
d s k and Foreign Policy Committee has strongly
condemned aEuropean Parliament resolution on human rights
situation under the Islamic Republic of Iran.

In a statement on Saturday, the committee denounced the
European Parliament’s interference in the internal affairs of Iran
after the MEPs adopted the anti-Iran resolution.

The committee also condemned a recent report published by
the UK Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee about the IRGC
as well as the French government’s reaction to the execution of
an Iranian convict, Tasnim reported.

According to the statement, the European Parliament that is
opposing capital punishment and supporting convicts is the very
same institution that remained silent on the cowardly assassination
of Iranian scientists, has sponsored anti-lranian terrorists and
separatists, and has hosted leaders of terrorist groups.

The statement came after the European Parliament strongly
condemned the “arbitrary detention, sentencing and, recently,
return to prison of woman human rights defender, lawyer and
2012 Sakharov Prize laureate Nasrin Sotoudeh in Iran.”

The MEPs urged Iranian authorities to “immediately and
unconditionally release her and allow her to receive the health-
care she requires.”

In addition, the resolution condemned “the recent execu-
tionsin Iran of France-based journalist Ruhollah Zam, editor of
the Amad News Telegram channel, and wrestler Navid Afkari,
while urging Iran to immediately halt the imminent execution
of Swedish-Iranian academic Ahmadreza Djalali.

It also called on EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell and
all EU countries to urgently intervene to try to halt plans to
execute Djalali.

The resolution demanded targeted EU measures against
Iranian officials involved in the recent executions of Ruhollah
Zam and Navid Afkari, and other cases.

M Sycophancy toward U.S. President-elect Joe Biden’

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, the special aide to the speaker of
the Iranian Parliament on international affairs, also slammed the
resolution as an act of sycophancy toward U.S. President-elect
Joe Biden.

“Hostile @Europarl_EN Res is sycophancy for Biden & violation
of Iranians’ rights,” Amir-Abdollahian wrote in a tweet on Friday.

“Killers of kids w/special diseases via sanctions & hosting
terrorist MEK are ineligible to speak abt HR, asking release of
dual-national spies & murderer of Iranian scientist,” he said.
“Europe [should] think abt its interests.”

Envoy: Ties with China
will grow faster if Western
sanctions are lifted

(CGTN)—The bilateral relations between Iran
d e s and Chinawill see a faster growth without U.S.
sanctions as China has contributed a lot to the development in
Iran and the stability in the Middle East, according to a senior
Iranian diplomat.

“The relation between Iran and China is not just on the basis
of the officials or government, it’s heart to heart,” said Iran’s
Ambassador to China Mohammadi Keshavarz Zadeh, adding
that Iranian people and Chinese people are good friends indeed,
and they should support each other.

The Iranian ambassador stressed how Iranian people sup-
ported Chinawhen the coronavirus hit Wuhan City. “Although
we were in sanction, we sent some masks and some equipment
to Chinaat the earliest stage of the spreading of the pandemic,”
said Keshavarz Zadeh.

“Iran and China connect each other through the Silk Road,
the BRI is something new to rebuilding that connection,” said
Keshavarz Zadeh.

Based on its geographical advantage, being located between the
Eastand the West, the ambassador said Iran acts “like abridge”.

“We can provide such opportunity for the BRI to connect to
Europe and the Middle East.”

“Also we have good opportunity to making new road or trans-
portation like railroad. You may know that the metro of Tehran
is built by China, and now people are using that metro,” said
Keshavarz Zadeh.

Keshavarz Zadeh also said Iran welcomes the initiative of
building up a multilateral dialogue platform for the Persian Gulf
region, which was proposed by Chinese State Councilor and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on October 20.

“We don’t think there is a reason for hostility in our region.
Unfortunately the United States’ interference in our region caused
alot of problems,” he said.

“We think that the only way of solving the problem of the re-
gionistotalk,” said Keshavarz Zadeh, adding that Iran supports
multilateralism and multilateral dialogue.

“Even we propose the Saudis and others, let’s go and talk.
Because forever we're neighbors, you cannot change your neigh-
bors,” said the ambassador.

Reforming budget structure
key to neutralizing
sanctions: Ghalibaf

Iran refers to the sanctions imposed by the United
States as an “economic war” and “economic terrorism”.

Tensions soared between Tehran and Washington since
U.S. President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew the U.S.
from the Iran nuclear deal on May 8, 2018. The U.S. president
not only exited the deal but has since targeted Iran with a se-
ries of harsh economic bans. Trump has called the sanctions
his “maximum pressure” campaign aimed at forcing Iran to
renegotiate the nuclear deal.

Last month, Ghalibaf said Iran’s economic problems are
related to mismanagement in “Pasteur and Bahrestan” rather
than the result of U.S. election in the states of Arizona, Georgia,
or Michigan.

Pasteur is the seat of the president and Bahrestan is the seat
of the Majlis (parliament).

“Although we are happy over [U.S. President Donald] Trump’s
defeat but people’s life and livelihood should not be tied to the
victory or defeat of anyone in the White House,” Ghalibaf said
in the parliament recently.

He also said it is true that Biden is different from Trump “but
we should know that in the best case he will not be different
from Obama who was the architect of the so-called crippling
sanction.”
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UN chief calls on member states
to engage in trade with Iran

TEHRAN — The United
d e s Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral, Antonio Guterres, has called on all
UN member states to engage in trade with
Iran, highlighting the need for preserving
the 2015 landmark nuclear deal, officially
called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

In comments on Friday, Guterres stressed
“the importance of initiatives in support of
trade and economic relations with the Islamic
Republic of Iran, especially during the current
economic and health challenges posed by the
coronavirus disease (COVID 19) pandemic.”

He made the remarks during the 10th
reporton the implementation of Resolution
2231, which will be read out during a Security
Council meeting on Tuesday.

The UN chief underscored the “important
contribution of other member states to pre-
serving the Plan and continue to encourage
them to work effectively with the participants
in the Plan towards creating the conditions
necessary for their economic operators to

Trump administration officially abandoned
the JCPOA in May 2018 and introduced
sweeping sanctions on Iran.

N

endorsed the pact at the time and called upon
all member states, regional organizations
and international organizations to support

For the past five years, the JCPOA has
been largely viewed by the international
community as a testament to the efficacy
of multilateralism, diplomacy and dialogue
and success in nuclear non-proliferation,
he added.

“I have consistently believed that the Plan
is the best way to ensure a comprehensive,
long-term and proper solution to the Iranian
nuclear issue, as well as to contribute to re-
gional and international peace and security.”

“I note the continued commitment of its
participants to preserve the Plan, and the im-
portance of the Plan working for all, including
by providing tangible economic benefits for
the Iranian people,” he said, adding, “I have
encouraged all states to support the Plan
and believed that issues not directly relat-
ed to the Plan should be addressed without
prejudice to preserving the agreement and
its accomplishments.”

Guterres also said he regretted the steps
taken by the United States since May 2018,
saying the reimposition of sanctions by the

engage in trade with the Islamic Republic

Guterres said the UN Security Council

itsimplementation.

U.S. is contrary to the goals set out in the

of Iran in accordance with resolution 2231
(2015).”

The UN Security Council adopted Res-
olution 2231 to confirm the JCPOA signed
in July 2015 between lIran, the six world
powers and the European Union. The res-
olution made the agreement legally binding

“1 have encouraged all states to support
the Plan (JCPOA) and believed that issues

not directly related to the Plan should be
addressed without prejudice to preserving
the agreement and its accomplishments.”

JCPOA and Resolution 2231.

“Other steps taken by the United States to
restrict activities allowed within the frame-
work of the Plan may also impede the ability
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the other
member states to implement certain provi-
sions of the Plan and of the resolution,” the
UN chief noted.

interms of international law. However, the

Tehran- Europeans not entitled to lecture about human rlghts

TEHRAN — Head of the Iranian Judici-
d e s arysngh Council for Human Rights has
reacted to an anti-Iran resolution adopted by the Europe-
an Parliament, saying those who have prevented innocent
children from accessing medicine are not even justified to
talk about “animal rights”.

Bagheri-Kani said in remarks on Friday that the Euro-
pean countries are now involved in killing dozens of sick
Iranian children due to their targeted efforts to prevent
Iranian children from accessing medicine.

“Therefore, they are not in a position to lecture about
human rights,” Bagheri-Kani added, according to ISNA.

The European Parliament issued the resolution on Thurs-
day. It deals with the detention and recent executions of a
number of nationals on convictions ranging from espionage
to murder and “corruption on earth”, aterm used to describe
capital crimes within the Islamic Republic’s judicial system.

The resolution “asks all EU member states to jointly
issue public statements and undertake diplomatic initiatives
to monitor unfair trials and visit prisons” where Iranian
convicts holding European citizenship are serving time.

It also demanded “targeted EU measures against Ira-
nian officials who have committed serious human rights
violations.”

Bagheri-Kani said it is a modern deception when “you
block the patients from getting access to medicine, while
shedding crocodile tears because a sentence has been carried
out for acriminal.”

“By taking a nation’s health and livelihood hostage with
the goal of imposing their illegitimate demands, the Euro-
peans have setanew record in modern savagery,” he added.

The official warned European countries over threaten-
ing to sanction Iran, saying if the sanctions are activated,
certain European governments will lose their credibility
since many officials in Europe have played a crucial part
in violating the Iranian nation’s rights.

Initsresolution, the European Parliament also condemned
Iran over the execution of Ruhollah Zam, the administrator
of anotorious counterrevolutionary website, who had been
convicted of “corruption on earth”.

Zam, the operator behind the Amad News website and
Telegram channel, was executed on December 12.

It came days after the Supreme Court upheld Zam’s
death sentence.

“The Supreme Court has considered this case and the
ruling issued by the Islamic Revolution Court has been
approved by the Supreme Court,” Judiciary spokesman
Gholamhossein Esmaili said earlier this month.

Earlier this year, Esmaili announced that Zam was charged
with “corruption on the earth”.

Back in October 2019, Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) announced that Zam had been arrested during
acomplicated intelligence operation.

Zam launched Amad News in 2015. The channel fre-
quently posted fake news stories and called for violence
with the aim of overthrowing the Islamic Republic system.

During the protest rallies in Iran in December 2018,
he urged the people to take arms against the government.

In its statement, the IRGC said it lured Zam into Iran
using “clever, multidimensional and innovative tricks”,
which even deceived foreign intelligence agencies.

The IRGC also said the French intelligence service was
behind Zam’s activities, which were also backed by the U.S.
and the Zionist regime’s spy services.

In his second trial in February, Zam said he had the
highest security protection after French President Emma-
nuel Macron.

“The heaviest French security protection after Macron
was for me,” Zam told the court.

Qatar reaffirms close relationship with Iran on National Day

of all-out ties.

0L|T|cA TEHRAN — Qatar’s

. Ambassador to Tehran,
Mohammed Ben Hamad Al-Hajri, has re-
affirmed the close relationship and mutual
trust between Tehran and Doha.

Addressing a ceremony on the occasion
of Qatar’s National Day, Hamad Al-Hajri
said relations between Iranian and Qa-
tari nations are based on friendship and
kindness.

According to IRNA, he said Qatar shares
its happiness with the Iranian government
and people.

The Qatari envoy also prayed to God for
protecting Qatar against any harm.

Qatar National Day is a national com-
memoration of Qatar’s unification in 1878.
Itis celebrated annually on December 18.

The holiday was established by decree on
June 21, 2007 of the then Crown Prince and
Heir Apparent Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani.

Iran’s Vice President Eshaq Jahangiri
has offered his congratulations to the Qa-
tari people and government on the Arab
country’s national day.

In a message to Qatari Prime Minister
and Minister of the Interior Sheikh Khalid
bin Khalifa bin Abdul Aziz al-Thani on Fri-
day, Jahangiri highlighted the bonds and
affinities between the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the State of Qatar as two friendly
and brotherly nations.

The vice president expressed hope for
the expansion of bilateral relations in all
fields in light of cooperation and joint ef-
forts between the two sides.

Last month, Iran’s Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanian met with Emir of Qatar Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani to discuss expansion

During the meeting, the officials em-
phasized the need to strengthen relations
between the two countries and stated that
necessary measures should be taken to im-
plement the decisions and agreements made
during the Emir of Qatar’s visit to Tehran
last year when he met with President Has-
san Rouhani.

In October, Iran’s Foreign Ministry ap-
pointed Hamid Reza Dehghani-Poudeh as
the new ambassador to Qatar, succeeding
Mohammad Ali Sobhani, who was Tehran’s
ambassador to Doha since November 2016.

At ameeting President Rouhani asked the
newly-appointed ambassador to strength-
en Iran’s economic ties with the Persian
Gulf nation.

Government calls for unified efforts to nullify, lift sanctions

TEHRAN — Government spokesman
d S S k Ali Rabiei has called for unified ef-
forts to nullify or lift the U.S. sanctions, referring to
recent remarks by Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as guidance to fight off the
illegal sanctions.

In an article in the Iran newspaper published on
Saturday, Rabiei said the Leader’s guidance showed
that focusing on polarizing issues is pointless.

“Rather, let us continue with the consensus on fo-
cusing on these two strategies and their alignment,
and accompany the government to achieve both of
these goals together and in common,” he suggested.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the spokesman said foreign
enemies are putting every effort to keep the sanctions
on Iranin place.

Ayatollah Khamenei said in remarks on Wednesday
that the officials should refrain from pinning hope on
the lifting of sanctions and, instead, work to nullify
the sanctions.

“Lifting sanctions is in the enemy’s hands. Nullifying
them is in ours. We should work more on nullifying
than removing them. | don’t say we shouldn’t pursue
removing sanctions. But sanctions that were supposed
to be lifted according to the JCPOA, 4 years ago, have
intensified,” the Leader said.

It was the second time in less than a month that the
Leader underlines the need to nullify the U.S. sanctions
on Iran rather than removing them. In late November,
he said that Iran had tried to remove the sanctions but
they were not removed.

“There are two ways to tackle sanctions: 1) removing
sanctions 2) nullifying and overcoming them. We tried
the first option, removing sanctions, by negotiating for
afew years, but to no use. The second option may have
difficulties in the beginning but will have a favorable

end,” the Leader pointed out in November. “If succeed,
through hard work and innovation, in overcoming the
sanctions and the other side witnesses how sanctions
were nullified, it will abandon sanctions gradually.”

On Thursday, President Hassan Rouhani said he is
confident that the next U.S. administration will aban-
don its sanctions policy against the Iranian people and
will bow under their “national power” and resistance.

Highlighting the importance of maintaining na-
tional unity, Rouhani said, “It is this national unity
that engenders national power for us and forces the
enemy to bow down in the face of the people’s rights.”

“l am confident that the heroic steadfastness of the
Iranian nation will make the next U.S. administration
genuflect in the face of the people. This steadfastness
will force them to return to their commitments [under
the 2015 nuclear deal with Tehran] and will create
cracks in sanctions,” the president added.

The outgoing administration of U.S. President
Donald Trump reimposed sanctions on Iran after he
pulled out of the JCPOA, which was signed under his
predecessor Barack Obama.

With Joe Biden’s victory, however, hopes have been
raised over the survival of the nuclear deal. Biden has
promised to return the United States into the JCPOA
if Iran returns to full compliance with the deal.
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‘IRAN IN FOCUS

Grossi remarks spark suspicions about
European-led extortion plan against Iran

TEHRAN — The UN
d e sk nuclear chief's remarks
on the need to hammer out a new nuclear
agreement with Iran, which is in line with
what the top German diplomat called “nu-
clear agreement plus,” sparked suspicions
in Iran that the European signatories to the
2015 Iran nuclear deal — France, Germany
and the UK (E3)- are not acting in good faith.

International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) Director-General Rafael Grossi re-
cently told Reuters that there had been too
many breaches for the Iran nuclear deal to
simply fall back into place and that there is
a need to reach a new agreement, a remark
that elicited a quick response from Iran.

“l cannot imagine that they are going
simply to say, ‘We are back to square one’
because square one is no longer there,” Grossi
remarked, adding, “There is more (nucle-
ar) material, ... there is more activity, there
are more centrifuges, and more are being
announced. So what happens with all this?
This is the question for them at the political
level to decide.”

Asked if that meant there would have to
be a ‘deal within the deal’, he said: “Oh yes,
oh yes. Undoubtedly.”

The UN atomic watchdog chief went further
to say that “there will have to be a protocol or
an agreement or an understanding or some
ancillary document which will stipulate clearly
what we do.”

Undaunted by the remarks, Iran was quick
to hit back at Grossi. In a Twitter thread,
Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran’s ambassador and
permanent representative to Vienna-based
international organizations, said the IAEA
had no authority to present any assessment
on how Iran’s commitments under the nu-
clear deal are implemented and thus doing
so was absolutely beyond the mandate of
the Agency.

Gharibabadi also responded to Grossi’s
call for a new agreement, underlining that
“there would be no renegotiation on the Deal
and in case of its revival, there is no necessity
for a new document on the Agency’s role.
It’s not needed to complicate the situation.”

Grossi’s offhand remarks fuelled
speculation that the IAEA has been po-
litically influenced by three European
signatories to the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) to pave the way
for a new agreement with Iran, the very

same agreement that German Foreign
Minister Heiko Mass called for.

“Areturn to the previous agreement will
not suffice anyway. There will have to be a
kind of ‘nuclear agreement plus,” which is
also in our interest. We have clear expecta-
tions of Iran: no nuclear weapons, but also
no ballistic missile program that threatens
the entire region. Iran also needs to play a
different role in the region,” Maas said in a
recentinterview with the German magazine,
Der Spiegel. He added, “We need this agree-
ment precisely because we distrust Iran. I
have already coordinated with my French
and British counterparts on this.”

Of course, Grossi has not called for the
kind of agreement that includes Iran’s missile
program and its influence in the region, but his
efforts to technically justify the reopening of
the JCPOA was perceived as a European-led
plot to expand the 2015 nuclear deal.

This presumable plot seems to have
prompted Gharibabadi to talk to Grossi in
abid to understand what the director-general
meant with his proposed deal.

“The IAEA director-general did not say
that the revival of the JCPOA required a new
agreement and that the IAEA could not en-
ter into these areas in principle, therefore,
the Reuters headline was misleading and
ill-intentioned,” Gharibabadi told the Islamic
Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRI1B) news
agency, after holding talks with Grossi.
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According to the Iranian diplomat, the
director-general said in his interview with
Reuters that in order to make the necessary
arrangements for the reversibility of Iran’s
measures in the event of the revival of the
JCPOA, aprotocol, understanding, agreement
or document within the Agency is needed.

“Today, | had a conversation with IAEA
Director-General Rafael Grossi on this issue
and he said that he has not pointed to the
need for a new agreement at all. The tran-
script of his interview in this regard is clear.
He spoke about the Agency,” Gharibabadi
said on Saturday.

The Iranian diplomat also expressed regret
over the fact that media companies such as
Reuters pursue their own political agenda.

“Media outlets such as Reuters pursue
their own political agenda, thereby violating
their professional rules,” Gharibabadi said.

It was not the first time that Reuters draws
criticism from Iran. The British news agency
has recently angered Iran by publishing an
TAEA confidential report on Iran’s nuclear
activities. The report said that Iran plans to
install three more cascades, or clusters, of
advanced IR-2m centrifuges in the under-
ground plant at Natanz.

“In a letter dated 2 December 2020, Iran
informed the Agency that the operator of
the Fuel Enrichment Plant (FEP) at Natanz
‘intends to start installation of three cascades
of IR-2m centrifuge machines’ at FEP,” the

TAEA report to its member states said.

Gharibabadi strongly criticized the leakage
of the report at the time, saying Tehran will
soon legally pursue the matter.

The leakage of the IAEA report has raised
suspicions that the E3 might have sought to
exert pressure on Iran by helping leak the
report to the press. These suspicions were
further consolidated after the E3 issued a
joint statement expressing concerns over
Iran’s nuclear activities at Natanz based on
the Reuters report.

“Iran’s recentannouncement to the IAEA
thatitintends to install an additional three
cascades of advanced centrifuges at the Fuel
Enrichment Plant in Natanz is contrary to
the JCPOA and deeply worrying,” the E3
statement said.

The Europeans’ behavior toward lIran
has remarkably changed after their favorite
Democratic candidate Joe Biden won the U.S.
presidential election in early November. They
have morphed from calling for preserving
the JCPOA to pushing for a new nuclear deal
that put far more restrictions on Iran than
the existing one.

But Iran has made it clear that it will not
accept any new nuclear deal. Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani has recently said that the
JCPOA is not renegotiable. The president
also ruled out negotiations on Iran’s defen-
sive missile program and its influence in the
region, saying that the Americans had tried
to add the missile issue to the JCPOA but
Iran rejected the issue.

“The Americans were trying for months
to add the missile issue (to the nuclear talks)
and this was rejected. Trump was uninformed
and did not know about the matter, but Mr.
Biden is well aware of the details of the deal,”
the Iranian president noted, adding, “I have
not heard Biden say that we have to reach
another agreementin order to return to the
nuclear deal, that is what Trump says.”

During the Trump administration, the
European countries sought to expand the
JCPOA by trying to convince Iran into entering
talks with the White House but Iran round-
ly rejected talks under sanctions pressure.
Now that Trump has lost the presidential
election, the Europeans also try to push Iran
into giving more concessions even though
they failed to honor their obligations under
the very same deal they work to expand — the
2015 Iran nuclear deal.

Iran’s exit from Syria is out of question: Syrian official

“James Jeffrey’s words and terms are not worth the
ink with which it was written, and Syria will not relinquish
its sovereignty,” Shaaban noted.

The advisor addressed several issues related to Syria’s
foreign policy including the country’s relations with Russia
and the United States. She said the recent visit by a Syrian
delegation to Moscow was positive.

“The meeting with [Russian Foreign Minister Sergei]
Lavrov lasted 4 hours, and we discussed all issues. There is a
common vision on the situation, and there is a convergence
of views between Syria and Russia.”

She added, “We discussed the situation in Syriaand the
unilateral coercive measures imposed by Washington in
the region.”

Shaaban said that “there are major battles being fought
by the Syrian state, Russia and international parties to try
to put the world on a correct path,” stressing that “we did
not ask for any assistance because economic cooperation
with Russia is progressing excellently.”

She pointed out that the relationship between Damascus
and Moscow is “equal and based on respect,” adding that
Russia and China respect their allies.

Shaaban noted, “Russia cannot ask Damascus to expel
Iran or Hezbollah from its lands, as this is completely out
of the question.”

The Syrian advisor also railed against the U.S. policy
toward Syrian, saying Washington has violated the UN
resolutions on Syria.

“How can Washington violate the United Nations res-
olutions on Syria, occupy its land and plunder its 0il?”
she asked.

Shaaban said the U.S. has turned the military war into an

economic one. “After liberating most of the Syrian territories,
they have turned the war from the field into the economy,
and there are solutions that we are devising with our allies,”
she remarked, noting that there are mechanisms and plans
to confront the siege imposed on the Syrian people.

According to Shaaban, Russia is doing everything in its
power to lift the sanctions on Syriaand launch the reconstruc-
tion drive. She also expressed hope that Arab and non-Arab
states would participate in reconstructing Syria, underlining
that “vigorous efforts are being made in this regard.”

Shaaban also condemned U.S. sanctions on Syria, saying
that Damascus has not started a boycott with Washing-
ton, instead, it is Washington that has imposed a boycott
with Damascus.

“We did not impose a boycott with Washington, butitis the
one that committed aggression against us,” Shaaban stated.

She also said that Syria does not expect too much from
the incoming administration of Joe Biden. “Because our
region has suffered from both Republican and Democratic
administrations.”

According to Shaaban, the mostimportant thing to Syria
is for America to withdraw its forces from Syrian territories.

FM Zarif urges U.S. to withdraw from the region

TEHRAN — Iranian For-
d e s eign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif has urged the U.S. to withdraw
its troops from the West Asia region, the Fars
news agency reported on Saturday.

Zarif putthe spotlighton Iran’semphasison
the U.S. withdrawal from the region after the
assassination of General Qassem Soleimani,
underlining that Iran has always said that the
United States should leave the region.

In an interview with the Afghan news
channel Tolo News, the chief Iranian dip-
lomat addressed various issues such as Teh-
ran-Kabul relations, Iran’s relations with the
Taliban, Afghan immigrantsin Iran and the
Fatemiyoun Brigade.

On the Taliban, Zarif said Iran has not
removed the group from its terrorism list.

The Iranian foreign minister also answered
aquestion on the Fatemiyoun Brigade, agroup
mainly comprised of Shia Afghans who have
fought in Syria.

“These are the best forces the Afghan

governmentcan use if it wishes,” Zarifsaid [

of the Brigade.

The Zarif interview was not aired in full. It is
expected to be broadcast in the next few days.

The interview comes against a backdrop
of renewed efforts by Iran to maintain peace
and security in neighboring Afghanistan.

On Thursday, Majid Takht-Ravanchi,
Iran’s ambassador to the United Nations,
addressed a meeting of the UN Security
Council on Afghanistan.

“Afghanistan’s decades-long insecuri-
ty and instability can end only through a
comprehensive and inclusive Afghan-led
and Afghan-owned peace process, involving
all Afghan factions, including the Taliban,
supported by neighboring, regional and in-
ternational partners,” Takht-Ravanchi said
at the meeting.

The Iranian ambassador also voiced support
for Afghan peace talks, saying the success of
the talks “requires flexibility and patience by
all sides, placing the interests of the people of

Afghanistan above all other interests.”

Takht-Ravanchi expressed concern over
the presence of foreign forces in Afghanistan
butat the same time, he called for an “orderly
and responsible” withdrawal of these forces.

“As a manifestation of external interfer-
ence, the presence of foreign forces is another
source of Afghanistan’s instability. Howev-
er, as many countries have stressed, their
withdrawal must be orderly and responsible
and must not lead to a security vacuum in
Afghanistan. Accordingly, prior and simul-
taneous to the withdrawal of foreign forces,
Afghanistan’s military and security forces

must be supported and strengthened,” the
Iranian diplomat said.

Over the past weeks, several Iranian offi-
cials, including Deputy Foreign Minister for
Political Affairs Seyed Abbas Araghchi, paid
visits to Afghanistan to discuss the Afghan
peace process.

Araghchi met with his Afghan counterpart
Mirwais Nab, Afghan National Security Ad-
visor Hamdullah Mohib, Abdullah Abdullah,
the head of Afghanistan’s High Council for
National Reconciliation, and former Afghan
President Hamid Karzai.

Araghchi pointed to the connection be-
tween Tehran and Kabul, saying that peace
and stability in neighboring Afghanistan
directly affect Iran.

“This association shows that peace and
stability in Afghanistan is peace and stability
in Iran and that the well-being of the Afghan
peopleisdirectly related to the progress of the
Iranian people, and this is a strategic fact,”
the deputy foreign minister said.

Rouhani congratulates Qatar on National Day

TEHRAN — Iranian President Hassan
d e s Rouhani sent a congratulatory message
to the Emir of Qatar to express congratulations to him
and the people of the country on the National Day of the
State of Qatar.

“lI would like to offer my sincerest congratulations to Your
Excellency and the people of your country on the National
Day of the State of Qatar,” Rouhani said in the message.

Rouhani told Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani that
Tehran-Doha relations have always been friendly.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran and the State of Qatar have
always had friendly, close relations. I am confident that
under the will of the senior officials of the two countries,
these close relations will continue to develop to serve the
interests of the two nations,” Rouhani stated.

The Iranian president also expressed hope that coopera-

tion between Iran and Qatar would be deepened in all fields.

“I hope that with regard to the ample potentials and the
existing capabilities, we witness further development and
deepening of cooperation in all fields of mutual interest,”
Rouhani noted.

“l wish Your Excellency health and success and the friend-
ly, brotherly people of the State of Qatar prosperity and
felicity,” President Rouhani said at the end of his message.
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Persepolis runners-up at
2020 ACL

TEHRAN — Persepolis football team of Iran
d e s lost to South Korea's Ulsan Hyundai 2-1 at the

PIOW REAGUE ) |

The match was held at the Al Janoub Stadium in Doha, Qatar.

Ulsan had a better start and captain Sin Jin-Ho hit the right
post with a shot from outside the box in the gth minute.

Shortly after, Persepolis started to dominate the match put
the opponents under pressure. Persepolis forward Mehdi Abdi
scored in the 45th minute with a shot from the center of the box.

Just seconds later, the Korean team were awarded a pen-
alty by VAR decision and Brazilian forward Junior Negrao
converted his penalty.

Referee Abdulrahman IbrahimY J Al-Jassim once again showed
the Persepolis’ penalty spot in the 55th minute after he was in-
vited to consult VAR due to Mehdi Shiri’s handball into the box.

Persepolis created several chances to equalize the match but
their players failed to capitalize their chances.

Persepolis had already become runners-up in the 2018 AFC
Champions League after losing to Kashima Antlers of Japan
2-0 on aggregate.

Jalal Hosseini sets new
record in ACL

TEHRAN — Persepolis football team captain
d e sk Jalal Hosseini has setanew recordasaplayer
who has the most appearance in the AFC Champions League.

Hosseini played against Ulsan Hyundai of South Korea in the
2020 AFC Champions League final at the Al Janoub Stadium in
Doha, Qatar on Saturday.

The 38-year-old defender made his 61st appearance in the AFC
Champions League creating a new record in the competition milestone.

Hosseini surpassed Khosro Heydari’s record in the AFC
Champions League.

Ali Gholizadeh scores winner
against Anderlecht

TEHRAN — Charleroi defeated Anderlecht
d e s on Matchday 17 of the Jupiler Pro League,
courtesy of a last-minute strike from Ali Gholizadeh.

Sporting Charleroi made the difference in stoppage time via the
Iranian attacker Ali Gholizadeh, whose strike from just outside of
the box pierced through the hands of the Anderlecht goalkeeper.

As the game headed into stoppage time, Ali Gholizadeh took
advantage of a ball that was cut back to place a low shot that
surprised keeper Timon Wellenreuther.

The win brings Charleroi up to 3rd spot in the Belgian Jupiler
Pro League, with Anderlecht dropping down to 5th place.

Golmohammadi unhappy
with his players’ mistakes

TEHRAN — Persepolis coach Yahya Golmo-
d e sk hammadi says that they have awarded two
penalties to Ulsan Hyundai team in the final match of the 2020
AFC Champions League.

On Saturday, the Korean team battled back from a goal behind
to beat Persepolis 2-1 at the Al Janoub Stadium in Doha, Qatar.

Ulsan Brazilian forward Junior Negrao scored a brace from
the penalty spot in the first and second half.

Ahmad Noorollahi’s clumsy challenge on Yoon saw Ulsan
Hyundai awarded a penalty after VAR review before the break.
And Mehdi Shiri made a handball in the 55th minute inside the
box and another VAR check helping Qatari referee Abdulrahman
Al Jassim award a second penalty for Ulsan.

“Firstofall,  want to congratulate Ulsan Hyundai for winning
the title. They deserved to win the title. I also want to thank the
organizers for their efforts to hold the competition in Doha,”
Golmohammadi said in the post-match news conference.

“I think the Iranian clubs need to strengthen since we suffer
lack of adequate infrastructure. The other Asian teams are in a
better condition and it shows that we need to work harder. If we
want to win title in Asian championships, we have to improve
our infrastructures,” he added.

The Persepolis coach is unhappy with his players’ lack of con-
centration in the match against Ulsan Hyundai.

“When you play in the final, you need to be mentally ready.
I'm satisfied with my players’ performance against Ulsan but
they lacked the concentration. We also played without our three
key players,” Golmohammadi said.

“From now on, we will fight to win our upcoming matches.
Persepolis will keep going and since we have difficult task ahead,”
the Persepolis coach concluded.

Ulsan Hyundai’s Yoon Bit-
garam named 2020 ACL MVP

Yoon Bit-garam’s phenomenal form in the 2020 AFC Champions
League saw the Ulsan Hyundai midfielder win the Most Valuable
Player award following the conclusion of the final at the Al Janoub
Stadium on Saturday.

Yoon played a pivotal role in Ulsan Hyundai winning the trophy
for a second time as he contributed four goals and piloted the
engine room superbly as the Korea Republic side lifted the AFC
Champions League trophy.

Ulsan defeated Persepolis of Iran 2-1 in the final.

(Source: the-afc)
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Monthly red meat production
increases 38% yr/yr

TEHRAN — Statistical Center of Iran (SCI)
d e s announced that production of red meatin Iran
stood at 397,500 tons in the eighth month of the current Iranian
calendar year (October 22-November 20), showing 38 percent
growth compared to the same month in the past year.

The SCI's report said that beef and veal had the lion’s share
in the country’s red meat output during the eighth month with
20,400 tons, followed by lamb and mutton with 13,300 tons,
goat meat with 3,000 tons, and red meat from other livestock
with 801 tons.

The head of Iran’s Livestock Provision Council has called on
the government to purchase the red meat at guaranteed prices
to support the producers.

Making the remarks in an interview by IRNA on October 2,
Mansour Pourian also recommended the exports of livestock
to support the producers and also bring foreign revenue for the
country.

Saying that the purchase of red meat at guaranteed prices
started in the country in the middle of the fourth Iranian calendar
month of Tir (early July), Pourian announced that 4,000 tons of
red meat have been purchased in this way by the State Livestock
Affairs LOngthS Company since then

The purchase of red meat at guaranteed prices is already done
in 15 provinces, including Khorasan Razavi, North Khorasan,
Gilan, Alborz, Yazd, Isfahan, Fars, Sistan-Baluchestan, Khuz-
estan, East Azarbaijan, and Semnan, he said, adding that it will
be then conducted in the other provinces as well.

Iran’s deputy agriculture minister, Morteza Rezaei, has said
that the total production of red and chicken meat is expected to
reach 3.5 million tons by the end of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20, 2021).

He said red meat production will reach 880,000 tons, while
chicken meat output is expected to reach 2.7 million tons.

“Considering the measures taken, the egg production will
reach 1,650,000 tons, the honey output will reach 113,000 tons,
and the production of fresh silk cocoons will reach 1,650,000
tons”, the official added.

Pointing to the per capita consumption of protein products in
the country, Rezaei said: “Currently the per capita consumption of
red meatis 12.5 kilograms, chicken meat 31.25 kilograms, raw milk
124 kilograms, eggs 11.72 kilograms and honey 1.35 kilograms.”

Iran isamong the leading consumers of red meat in the West
Asia region with lamb being the most sought after.

However, the consumption per person is around a third of
what is normally seen in countries like the U.S. and Australia,
mainly due to the prohibition of pork in Islamic law.

The major part of Iran’s red meat imports comes from countries
like Brazil, where Iranian supervisors directly control culling
methods to ensure they comply with religious rules.

TV set manufacturing up 62%

TEHRAN — Manufacturing of TV sets in
d e s Kk |ran has increased 62.5 percent during the
first eight months of the current Iranian calendar year (March
20-November 20), compared to the same period of time in the
past year, according to the data released by Industry, Mining
and Trade Ministry.

The ministry’s data show that 801,600 TV sets have been man-
ufactured in the eight-month period.

Iran has targeted the manufacturing of 12 million sets of home
appliances in the current Iranian calendar year (ends on March
20, 2021), an official with the Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry
had announced in early October.
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Keyvan Gardan, the director for the electrical and metals in-
dustries and home appliances office of the ministry, put the annual
production of home appliances at nine million sets in the past
Iranian year.

The official further stated, “Following the policies of Resistance
Economy, the Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade has defined
apath for the development of domestic industry, and we will pass
this way with our all-out efforts.”

He said that 500 production units with an annual turnover
of $6 billion are currently active in the field of home appliances
throughout the country.

In early July, Hamidreza Ghaznavi, the spokesman of Iran’s
Home Appliances Manufacturers Union, had said that Iran is ex-
pected to become an exporter of some home appliance items as of
the next Iranian calendar year (starts in March 2021).

“If the currency problems are solved and steel sheets and some
petrochemical products are provided for this industry, we will
become an exporter of some household appliances by the next
year,” he said at the time.

In recent years, the Iranian government has been following
a new strategy for supporting domestic production to neutralize
the impacts of the U.S. sanctions while reducing the reliance of
the economy on oil revenues.

The home appliances sector has not been an exemption and
like many other areas, the production of home appliances has wit-
nessed a significant rise in the past two years so that in the previous
calendar year 1398 (ended on March 19) this industry’s production
capacity increased by 10 percent compared to the preceding year.
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Over 80m tons of goods loaded,
unloaded at ports of Iran in 8 months

Last week, Rastad said that the
country’s trade gateways were not closed
even a moment despite the sanctions and
pandemic, adding that loading and unloading
of goods, especially the essential goods, are
continuously conducted at the ports.

As announced by the PMO head, loading
and unloading of commodities are being con-
ducted continuously at the ports of Iran while
the health requirements are completely met.

Rastad has reiterated that all port opera-
tions are done observing healthcare protocols
and the principles set by the Coronavirus
Containment Headquarters.

Activities at Chabahar Port (Iran’s only oce-
anic portin southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan
Province), and Shahid Rajaee Port (Iran’s
largest container portin southern Hormozgan
Province) in the recent months prove and
underline Iran’s outstanding performance
under the difficult condition of the sanctions
and the pandemic.

the statement reads.

Meanwhile, as the PMO head has an-
nounced, 11 new development projects
with 59 trillion rials (over $1.4 billion) of
investment are currently underway at the
Iranian ports.

Not only the sanctions could not stop
development activities at the ports of Iran,
some new development projects have been
also defined, Rastad has underscored.

The third phase of the development plan
of Shahid Rajaee Port is one of the major
projects which is going to go operational
by the end of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20, 2021).

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilateral
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports
as the major gates of exports and imports
play some significant role in this battle, and
the ongoing operation at the ports indicates
that they are playing their part perfectly.

As reported, loading and unloading of
commodities at the ports of Iran have risen

In a statement on October 15, PMO de-
clared that loading and unloading of com-
modities are underway continuously at the

country’s ports.
While the enemy is trying to halt Iran’s
exports and imports through imposing sanc-

tions, operation at Iranian ports are underway
without interruption as the result of the all-
out efforts of the organization’s personnel,

six percent during the past Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 19).

Goreh-Jask oil pipeline: a mega project that opens Indian Ocean gates to Iranian oil

B3 Goreh-Jask pipeline consists of 1,000 kilometers
(km) of 42-inch acid-compatible pipes, five pumping sta-
tions, two pigging stations, and a metering station at the
end of the line.

“Offshore facilities also include wharves, support ports,
and related loading facilities and pipelines. Also, electrical
systems and storage facilities are under construction to be
partly commissioned in the first phase.”

Dehgani stated that the first phase of this project with a
capacity to transfer over 300,000 barrels of crude oil per day
will be ready for operation by the end of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20, 2021).

The transfer capacity of the pipeline can be increased
up to 30 million barrels per day in the second phase of the
project, he said.

like the U.S. sanctions, the decline of oil prices and the outbreak
of the coronavirus pandemic, the project has reached over 80
percent of physical progress in less than two years and this is
avery significant achievement for the country’s oil industry.

Over 95 percent of the equipment, machinery, and tech-
nical parts used in this project have been supplied by do-
mestic companies and this is also another achievement for
the country’s industrial sectors that were able to overcome
the hardships imposed by the sanctions and turn them into
opportunities for flourishing in every aspect.

Asone of the country’s most strategic project at the moment,
the first phase of the Goreh-Jask oil pipeline is expected to
come on stream by the end of this year and hopefully, Iran
would need this new export hub at the Indian Ocean to come
back to the oil market with full force after the U.S. sanctions
are nullified.

Despite all the limitations created by the external factors

Oil ministry receives instructions to
offer free gas to efficient households

TEHRAN — The First

s K VicePresident Es’haq
Jahangm has sent a decree to the Oil
Ministry providing the cabinet’s approval
and the necessary instructions for offer-
ing free natural gas to low-consuming
households.

As reported by Shana, based on the
mentioned decree, the National Iranian
Gas Company (NIGC) is required to give
a100-percent discount on the gas bill of
those households whose consumption is
in accordance with some criterion pro-
vided by the cabinet.

Earlier this week, government spokes-
man Ali Rabiei announced that the cabinet
had approved a plan to provide some 35
percent of the country’s 83 million popu-
lation with free water, electricity, and gas
in a bid to support low-income families.

“Energy-efficient households, who
are mostly from low-income strata of
the society, will receive free-of-charge
water, gas, and electricity,” Rabiei said
on Wednesday.

The new incentive packages are
implemented following the successful
implementation of a similar program
by the Energy Ministry based on which
the ministry awarded low-consuming
households with a 100 percent discount
on their electricity bills.

Back in August, Iranian Energy Min-
ister Reza Ardakanian had announced
his ministry’s plan for awarding low-con-

suming electricity subscribers with free
electricity.

“This program will be implemented to
both reward low-consuming subscribers
and to encourage others to consume less,
Ardakanian said in a press conference on
the occasion of the Government Week.

President Hassan Rouhani said on
December 9 that it is a great honor for the
government to provide low-income fam-
ilieswith free water, gas, and electricity.

“We supplied people with free gas, but
we became self-sufficient in gas produc-
tion beforehand so that we can meet the
domestic demand in winter and even be
able to export”.

“In the field of electricity, we achieved
notable growth. We added the genera-
tion capacity and then we made supply
free of charge. We also took substantial
measures for reducing water consump-
tion and water loss in different sectors,”
Rouhani explained.

Solar farms generate nearly 50% of
Iran’s renewable power

TEHRAN — The share
d e s of solar power plants in
Iran’s renewable electricity generation
capacity has reached 49 percent, according
to the data released by Iran’s Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency Organization
(known as SATBA).

Based on the mentioned data, the total
capacity of Iran’s renewable power plants
stood at 844.59 megawatts (MG) at the end
of the previous Iranian calendar month
(November 20).

Accordingly, wind power plants with
303.18 MW of capacity accounted for 36
percent of the mentioned figure, occupying
second place in the country’s renewable
energy basket.

Small hydropower plants with 105.65
MW accounted for a 12-percent share in the
renewable energy sector in the mentioned
month, while biomass power plants by gen-
erating 10.56 MW had a one percent share
of Iran’s renewable energy generation.

Renewables, including hydropower,
account for seven percent of Iran’s total
energy generation, versus natural gas’'s
90 percent share.

Overall, in the next five years, Iran is
aiming for 25,000 MW increase in renew-
able capacity to meet growing domestic
demand and expand its presence in the
regional electricity market.

According to SATBA, the number of
small-scale solar power plants across the
country which are used by households

or small industries is also increasing
noticeably as Iranian households and
small industries are embracing the new
technology with open arms and investors
also seem eager for more contribution
in this area.

Iran is also planning on expanding
its presence in the region’s renewable
energy market.

Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardaka-
nian said on Wednesday that the country
has great potentials in the field of renew-
able energies and can have a significant
role in developing the region’s market
for such energies.

“Relying on the high potential of re-
newable energy sources, including solar,
wind, biomass, geothermal, etc., the Energy
Ministry has planned good measures in
order to implement new policies for cre-
ating positive changes in the development
of the country’s renewable energy sector,”
the minister said.

SATKAB to hold permanent virtual exhibition of water, electricity products

TEHRAN — Iranian Electrical Power
d e sk EquipmentManufacturingand Provision
Company (known as SATKAB) is going to hold a permanent
exhibition for water and electricity sectors’ products and
services virtually, ILNA reported.

According to SATKAB's Director-General for Commer-
cial Affairs Abbas Jafari, introducing water and electricity
products, especially in the knowledge-based fields, through

permanent and temporary exhibitions has been one of the
priorities of SATKAB.

“However, there have been some changes in the com-
pany’s programs due to the spread of the coronavirus, and
we are going to hold the exhibitions virtually,” Jafari said.

Such virtual exhibitions will be held with the aim of
introducing products manufactured in the water and elec-
tricity industry and for establishing interactions between

investors, producers, and exporters, he noted, adding: “It
will also be a good opportunity to indigenize the knowledge
for producing items that are currently imported into the
country by relying on the potentials of domestic companies
and research institutions.”

These exhibitions will be an opportunity to develop
the country’s water and electricity industry in order to
boost exports and support domestic production, he stated.

Iranian dams fully prepared to handle potential floods

TEHRAN — All dams
d S across lran are fuIIy pre-
pared for handling potential floods in the
winter, the director of planning affairs at Iran
Water and Power Resources Development
Company (IWPCO) said.

Due to the recentrainfallsacross Iran, the
flood flows have been completely contained
in the dam reservoirs and the empty volume
of the country’s dam reservoirs have been
reduced to 2.6 billion cubic meters, IRNA
guoted Mohammad Mousavi Kani as saying.

According to meteorological forecasts
regarding the occurrence of major floods in
the western and southwestern basins of the

country in the current Iranian calendar month
(started on November 21), so far about 750
million cubic meters of water has been con-

tained in the dams of the mentioned regions.

Some 87 percent of the mentioned figure
has been stored in Karun 4, Gotvand, and
Seymareh dams, according to Mousavi.

As reported, over two billion cubic meters
of water has been stored in the dams under
IWPCO management since the beginning of
the current water year (started in late Sep-
tember), of which 38 percentwas realized in
the current month.

Back in May, the Energy Ministry’s portal
(Paven) had announced that 190 dams, with
a total reservoir capacity of 48.488 billion
cubic meters, were under study or being
constructed across Iran.

As reported, 90 of the mentioned dams
with a total reservoir capacity of 29.724 billion
cubic meters were under study and anoth-
er 100 dams with a total reservoir capacity
of 18.7672 billion cubic meters were under
construction.

Out of a total of 183 currently operational
damsacross Iran, 52 are related to the Caspian
Seacatchmentarea, 12 are based in Urumieh
basin, 68 dams are located in the Persian
Gulf and the Gulf of Oman watersheds, 34
damsare in the Central Plateau, 11 dams are
in Sarakhs catchment basin, and another six
dams are located across the eastern boundary
basin (Hamoun).
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No guarantee a Republican administration
will guit nuclear deal again: expert

The following is the text of the in-
terview:

B Would you expect the incoming Biden
administration to reach a consensus with
Iran to revitalize the JCPOA as some argue
that it is a tough project?

A: 1think it is very likely that a Biden
administration will reach a deal with Iran.
But there are two questions. One is whether
it will be a U.S. return to the JCPOA, or
something more limited involving U.S.
sanctions relief and Iran returning to com-
pliance. The second question is whether
a follow-on deal, covering, for instance,
sunset clauses and further economic as-
sistance for Iran, can be agreed upon. A
follow-on deal seems more difficult at this
stage, particularly in light of next year’s
Iranian elections and the contentiousness
of the issues.

M \What would guarantee the next ad-
ministrations won't behave like Donald
Trump’s and pull out of international
deals unilaterally? What are the lessons
of the Trump era?

A: There is no guarantee of this. Iran
must contend with the risk that a Republican
administration in 2024 will once more walk
away from a deal. The JCPOA was divisive
and controversial in the United States, and
there will remain strong opposition to it
in the Republican Party for years to come.
The lesson of the Trump era is that
Americais highly polarized and that
diplomatic agreements may be less
enduring and stable than they were
in the past. However, if the Democrats
win re-election in 2024, then this might
allow for the deal to become more insti-
tutionalized and accepted, particularly if
wider regional tensions can be reduced in
the interim period.

M Do you expect Biden to sharply reverse
the U.S. foreign policy? May he turn his
back on Saudi Arabia or reduce support
for Israel?

A: I do not expect a sharp change in
U.S. foreign policy. He is likely to adopt a
cooler policy to Saudi Arabia and may put
pressure on the Kingdom to end the war

in Yemen. But Saudi Arabia will remain
an important counter-terrorism partner
in the Middle East (West Asia), and an
influential player in countries like Leba-
non, Jordan, and the (Persian) Gulf. The
relationship may become less friendly,
but it will not break. Biden’s approach to
Israel will also be more cautious than that
of the Trump administration. There will
be more emphasis on a two-state solution
and more pressure over Israeli settlements
in the West Bank. But the U.S.-Israel re-
lationship is likely to remain generally
strong and robust, even if the Iran issue is
likely to cause growing tensions between
the two countries.

M It seems that the United States’
blind support for Israel never helps create
peace in West Asia because Washington
follows the policy of “Israel First”. What
is your comment?

A: 1 disagree with the premise of the
question. Of course, the U.S. is highly sen-
sitive to Israeli security and its concerns.
That is partly for historic reasons, given
Israel’s status and partly for domestic
political ones, given bipartisan support
for Israel from both Jewish and Christian

religious communities in the United States.

Despite its illegal occupation of Palestinian
territories, Americans consider Israel a
democracy in the Middle East (West Asia)
surrounded by generally hostile Arab states,
and that fact is viewed as admirable and
worthy of support in the United States. But
U.S. support is also for strategic reasons:
Israel is a small but powerful state, with the
most capable armed forces in the region,
highly advanced cyber capabilities, and
exceptionally strong intelligence services.
That makes it a useful ally.

M How do you measure the Novem-
ber 27 assassination of Iranian nuclear
scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh? Why do
Western countries don’t expect Iran to
respond to the assassination?

A: The assassination of Mr. Fakhriza-
deh was probably conducted by Israel, and
follows several other killings over the past
decade. The assassination was a highly
provocative move and probably aimed at
disrupting the incoming Biden administra-
tion’s effort to re-join the JCPOA. From Is-
rael’s perspective, itis worth understanding
that Mr. Fakhrizadeh probably continued
his involvement in some weapons-related

activities, although I do not endorse his
killing. In the longer-term, I doubt that the
killing will significantly affect Iran’s ability
to develop its nuclear program and even
nuclear weapons if it chose to do so. On
the second point: Western countries do not
want Iran to respond violently because they
fear that it may cause a spiral of escalation,
culminating in military action. I think that
many Iranian officials share this concern,
too. This is not just Western logic. But I
think most Western countries also realize
that Iran may have to demonstrate some
sort of response, such as the parliamentary
bill that was passed two weeks ago. The
aim is to ensure that tensions do not rise
in a way that might make it impossible
for both sides to restore the JCPOA after
January 20th.

B How doyou assess the U.S and Israel’s
records in waging wars especially in West
Asia? Isthe U.S. entitled to meddle in the
region under the pretext of peacekeeping?

A: In my opinion, yes. What you call
“meddling”, others would call legitimate
support for allies. Collective self-defense is
arightunder the UN Charter and countries
have the right to determine their foreign
policies and form alliances, as long as they
respect the sovereignty of others. Without
American support during the cold war,
Europe might not have survived and rebuilt
itself. Today, America is present in Europe,
Asia, and the Middle East (West Asia),
because other countries want it there by
free choice. The invasion of Iraq in 2003
was a terrible error. But the U.S. and its
European partners played a vital role in
pushing back ISIS from Syria and Iraq.
It is also important to reflect on Iran’s
own record. During the Bosnian war in
the 1990s -- to give one example -- the
IRGC was active in the Balkans. Was this
also meddling?

However, what is clear is that the Biden
administration aims to do is place less
emphasis on the Middle East (West Asia)
and more on Asia, and this is likely to
result in a smaller military footprint in
the region.

Has Trump’s relationship with Russia pushed Biden towards nuclear war?

By Robert Inlakesh

The United States Trump Administration has withdrawn
from major deals with regional/world powers, which may
putincoming President Elect, Joe Biden, on the warpath.

Despite U.S. Republican Party rhetoric seemingly painting
the withdrawal from the JCPOA - or Iran Nuclear deal - as
a move to prevent a nuclear war, the reality that has been
worked towards is rather the opposite. For those familiar
with the tactic, the United States had essentially enacted a
policy of applying “maximum pressure” on Iran’s civilian
population, whilst simultaneously attempting groups within
Iran to overthrow the government.

Whilst Donald Trump was peddling anti-Iran rhetoric,
inan attempt to justify sanctions which targeted the average
Iranian, he was also busy creating a scenario with Russia,
ushering the world into a new Cold War type international
struggle between East and West.

Last year in September, the Trump administration
announced its full withdrawal from the 1987 ‘Intermedi-
ate-Range Nuclear Forces’ (INF) Treaty, signed with Soviet
Russia. The treaty’s significance comes in that it prevented
both the U.S. and Russia, from launching Nuclear strikes
at each other, by taking away the most efficient means of
delivering a nuclear warhead to its target.

Then, earlier this May, Donald Trump also pulled out of
the ‘Open Skies Treaty’ with Russia, signed three decades
ago. The Open Skies Treaty essentially allowed for the two
sides [The U.S. and Russia] to perform flyovers of each other’s
territories, in order to install confidence between the two
parties that a surprise nuclear attack was not on its way.

Due to the withdrawal of the U.S. from these treaties,
there is only one treaty of the kind left in place, the Obama
era ‘New START’ (Nuclear Arms Reduction Treaty), which
is set to expire in February of 2021. This means that Joe
Biden as U.S. President, being in an anti-Russian neo-liberal
government, will have no Nuclear buffer treaties between
his administration and Russia. The severity of this current
situation cannot be overstated, as the treaties which were
all put in place to prevent Nuclear war have been wiped
out by Donald J. Trump and as it currently stands, the
Democratic Party does not seem any more diplomatic
that the Republican Party.

If Joe Biden does not act immediately to re-negotiate
these deals with Russia, it is extremely foreseeable that with
the war-hawk Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, the United
States could head to war over Nuclear Weapons.

The situation we currently face, shows the implications
of red-scare new-McCarthyism. Since Trump was elected

into office, he has been the hardest U.S. President on Russia
since the collapse of the Soviet Union. Yet despite his count-
less aggressive moves, more aggressive than Obama ever
was, he was painted as a puppet of Putin, with no evidence
whatsoever to back it up. The more alarming thing, is that
now that Trump is nearing the end of his term in office, the
anti-Russia baseless claims are still coming. The Democratic
Party, soon to take the oval office, has been pushing Trump
to prove how anti-Russia he is, which he has overdone, yet
they still do not know when to stop.

As Westerners feel largely safe from the possibility of
the U.S. using nuclear weapons, the rest of the world sees
a real threat, as the U.S. is the only country on earth to
have ever used them on people. This sort of behavior from,
what is dubbed, the world’s no.1 military superpower, is
beyond excusable, especially when it's propaganda machine
cannot stop criticizing Iran over its non-existent nuclear
weapons program, after withdrawing from a treaty designed
to control nuclear enrichment.

If we see a nuclear arms race under Joe Biden, it will
confirm that the United States government has not moved
onatall or learnt any lessons from its various catastrophic
mistakes during the Cold War.

Robert Inlakesh is a journalist, writer and political
analyst, who has lived in and reported from the occupied
Palestinian West Bank. He has written for publications
such as Mint Press, Mondoweiss, MEMO, and various other
outlets. He specializes in analysis of the Middle East (West
Asia), in particular Palestine-Israel. He also works for
Press TV as a European correspondent.

(Source: Press TV)

‘Normalizing’ ties with U.S., Israel won’t help Sudan

By Abayomi Azikiwe

The decision by the head of the Sovereign
Council to “normalize,” and I put that in
quotes because it has not been decided by
any legislative body, which is still under
formation in the Republic of Sudan. There
hasn’'t been any widespread debate among
civil society, and other sectors of the Su-
danese population.

This is purely an opportunistic move
in regard to normalizing relations with
the United States in order for Sudan to be
taken off the state sponsors list for terror-
ism, which they never should have been
put on anyway. In order to be taken off
the list, they have to go through Tel Aviv.
They have to normalize relations with Israel.
This is a joint program of both Israel and
the United States.

I believe that there is going to be even
more objection to these moves. Also, it is
paving the way for further financial assistance
from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, which have both “normalized”
relations with Israel. They have not been in
war with Israel since its formation in 1948.
So how can they sign a peace accord when
they have not been in any direct military
confrontation with Israel in decades?

So, I think that this is a major issue that’s
going to be impacting African Union member
states. All of them are under pressure to
either normalize or upgrade their relations
with Israel.

Thisisatragedy because it will not ben-
efit in any way the majority of the people
who live in those countries. Even in Egypt,
which was the first to normalize relations
with Israel back in 1978-1979 as a result

of the Camp David Accords, the masses of
people in Egypt, still suffer from poverty.
Normalization of relations with Tel Aviv
has notimproved the general wellbeing of
working people, poor people, or farmers
in Egypt.

Egypt gets a lot of military assistance from
the United States. They have collaborative
projects with the “Israeli Defense Forces.”
Yet the country is still facing profound eco-
nomic crises.

So, the same situation will prevail in
Sudan. The internal problems that are
going on right now within the Sovereign
Council particularly the recent arbitrary
efforts by Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, who is
the chair of the Sovereign Council. These
undemocratic decisions are causing a lot
of internal problems inside the country.

So, thisis going to have to be worked out

by the Sudanese people themselves. This is
something that cannot be imposed either
by Israel or by the United States.
Abayomi Azikiwe is an African American
journalist who is an editor at the Pan-African
News Wire, an electronic press agency that
was founded in 1998. He has worked for
decades in solidarity with the liberation
movements and progressive governments
on the African continent and the Caribbean.

U.S., allies waging international terrorism against Yemen: Houthi

A member of Yemen’s Supreme Political Council has
reacted to the World Bank’s updated Dynamic Needs
Assessment (DNA) for Yemen, stating that the United
States and its regional allies are involved in a campaign
of international terrorism against his impoverished and
conflict-plagued Arab country.

“Whilst 17 countries besiege Yemeni people and the
number of children suffering from malnutrition soars to 2
million, we mustemploy all [available] means to counter
the international terrorism that the US and its allies have
launched against Yemen,” Mohammed Ali al-Houthi wrote
in a post published on his Tweeter page on Friday night.

The updated Dynamic Needs Assessment for Yemen,
released earlier this week, states that Yemeni housing
sector has been badly affected by the ongoing conflict in
the country, and that 40% of buildings and structures
in the country have been either partially damaged or
completely destroyed.

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

Pompeo says Russia was
behind cyberattack on U.S.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said it was clear that Rus-
siawas behind the widespread hacking of government systems
that officials this week called “a grave risk” to the United States.

Pompeo is the first member of the Trump administration to
publicly link the Kremlin to the cyberattack, which used a variety
of sophisticated tools to infiltrate dozens of government and pri-
vate systems, including nuclear laboratories and the Pentagon,
Treasury and Commerce Departments.

“I think it’s the case that now we can say pretty clearly that
it was the Russians that engaged in this activity,” Mr. Pompeo
said in an interview on the Mark Levin Show.

“This was a very significant effort,” he said, adding that “we’re
still unpacking precisely what it is.”

Trump has yet to address the attack, which has been underway
since spring and was detected by the private sector only a few
weeks ago. Until Friday, Pompeo had played down the episode
as one of the many daily attacks on the federal government.

B uU.S. planning to close last consulates in Russia

Meanwhile, Trump’s outgoing administration is planning
to close the two remaining U.S. consulates in Russia, media
reports said, as President-elect Joe Biden prepares to take
office amid high tensions with Moscow.

The U.S. will close its consulate in the far eastern city of
Vladivostok and suspend operations at its post in Yekater-
inburg, CNN reported, citing a December 10 letter sent to
Congress from the State Department.

The move comes in “response to ongoing staffing challenges for
the U.S. Mission in Russia in the wake of the 2017 Russian-imposed
personnel cap on the U.S. Mission and the resultant impasse with
Russia over diplomatic visas,” the report said, citing the letter.

Ten diplomats assigned to the consulates will reportedly
be relocated to the U.S. embassy in Moscow, while 33 local
staff will lose their jobs.

“No action related to the Russian consulates in the United
States is planned,” CNN cited the letter as saying.

The closures would leave the embassy in Moscow as the United
States’ last diplomatic mission in Russia.

In March 2018 Moscow ordered the closure of the U.S. con-
sulate in St Petersburg amid a diplomatic spat sparked by the
poisoning of Sergei Skripal on UK soil.

It was unclear whether the closures would happen before
January 20, when President-elect Biden takes office.

AFP reached out to the State Department for comment on
the report, but did not receive a response.

Major U.S. airbase in Afghanistan
comes under rocket attack

Afghan officials say Bagram Airfield, the largest U.S. military base
in Afghanistan, has come under arocket attack, with reports falling
short of providing details on possible casualties in the incident.

Five rockets were fired at the base in the central Afghan province
of Parwan early on Saturday, according to Waheeda Shahkar,
spokeswoman for the provincial governor.

Shahkar said 12 rockets had been mounted on a truck and
five of them were fired at the base from Qalandar Khel area in
Parwan, while police defused the other seven.

The rocket attack was also confirmed by a NATO official
saying, “Rockets were fired towards Bagram Airfield this morn-
ing. Initial reporting is there were no casualties and the airfield
was not damaged.”

No group or individual has so far claimed responsibility for
the assault, but the Daesh terrorist group previously conducted
a similar rocket attack on the American base in April.

Pakistan PM rejects baseless
reports of his officials visiting Israel

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan has rejected as “baseless”
reports of his government officials visiting Israel, insisting why
would any of the ministers visit Tel Aviv when Islamabad does
not recognize the occupying regime.

Khan made the remarks during an interview with the local Sa-
maa TV emphasizing that the Israeli-based news story was part
of “an entire campaign” targeting his administration.

The development came following a publicity campaign by
Israeli regime’s news outlets alleging on Wednesday that a senior
advisor to Khan had visited the occupied territories last month.

Resistance News

155 Palestinian children killed
by Israeli forces since 2013

TEHRAN— Independent UN human rights

d e s k experts called for an impartial and independent
investigation into the killing of a 15-year-old Palestinian child
by Israeli forces at a West Bank protest this month.

“The killing of Ali Ayman Abu Aliya ... in circumstances where
there was no threat of death or serious injury to the Israeli security
forces—isagrave violation of international law,” special rappor-
teurs Michael Lynk and Agnes Callamard said in a statement.

“Intentional lethal force is justified only when the security
personnel are facing an immediate threat of deadly force or
serious harm,” they added.

The boy was the sixth Palestinian child killed in 2020 by Israeli
forces using live ammunition, said the experts. On 4 December, he
was shot in the abdomen by an Israeli soldier during a protest staged
by Palestinian youths against the construction of a nearby illegal
Israeli settlement outpost. He died later on the same day in a hospital.

Information gathered by the Office of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and civil society organizations
affirmed that protesters had thrown stones at Israeli forces, who
responded with rubber-coated metal bullets, tear gas and, even-
tually, live ammunition, according to the experts’ statement.

Some 1,048 Palestinian children have been injured by
Israeli security forces across the occupied Palestinian territory
between November 1, 2019 and October 31, 2020, added the
experts, citing information received.

“Children enjoy special protected rights under international
law ... each of these killings raises deep concerns about Israel’s
adherence to its solemn human rights and humanitarian law
obligations as the occupying power,” they said.

Israeli forces announced that they would conduct an in-
vestigation into Abu Aliya’s killing. The human rights experts
noted, however, that investigations by the Israeli defense
forces of fatal shootings of Palestinians by its soldiers rarely
result in appropriate accountability.
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Rare copy of Shahnameh to
be unveiled in Tehran

TEHRAN —Arare illustrated copy of Ferdowsi's
d e s epic masterpiece Shahnameh is scheduled to
be unveiled today at the UNESCO-registered Golestan Palace.

Known as “Shahnameh of Rashida”, the handwritten book
is composed of 738 folios, and it bears miniatures attributed to
Mohammad Yusef, a Safavid-era painter, said Afarin Emami,
the director of the World Heritage site, on Saturday.

The Shahnameh (Persian: “Book of Kings”) is believed to be
inscribed by the Iranian calligrapher Abd al-Rashid Deylami,
who was one of the pupils of Mir Emad, she explained.
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The national epic of Greater Iran is scheduled to be unveiled
during an online ceremony on Sunday, December 20, when Ira-
nians mark the longest night of the year.

Experts say the miniatures of Rashida’s Shahnameh are very
similar to those of Windsor Shahnameh. So there are speculations
their illustrations were made by the same painters.

Originally written for Sultan Mahmud of Ghazna and com-
pleted in 1010, the Shahnameh is a poem of nearly 60,000 verses,
mainly based on the Khvatay-namak, a history of the kings of
Persia in Pahlavi (Middle Persian) from mythical times down
to the 7th century. Ferdowsi versified and updated the story to
the downfall of the Sasanian Empire (mid-7th century), and,
for nearly 1,000 years, it has remained one of the most popular
works in the Persian-speaking world.

Online meeting to discuss winter
tourism in Mount Damavand

TEHRAN — An online meeting will be held
d S today to discuss and determine secure routes to
Mount Damavand, the highest peak in Iran, during the wintertime.

As Mount Damavand has long been a top venue for winter
sports and winter tourism in Iran due to its geographical location,
introducing the secure routes for winter tourists, climbers and
hikers seems necessary, local tourism official Shahram Sharifi
announced on Saturday.

The meeting will also turn the spotlight on tourist attractions
which are dotted on the slopes and nearby, the official added.

Known as “the roof of Iran”, the peak of Damavand, located in
northeastern Tehran, is permanently covered with snow during
the entire year. The most important thermal springs are Ask
and Larijan. The flora and fauna is very rich and includes about
2000 plant species. Numerous endemic species are important
to the flora of the world.

In good weather, the dramatic mountainous vistas around
Damavand are attractive enough, and there are pleasant hot
springs for asoak in nearby Abgarm village, and skiing in season
at Abali, on the way from Tehran. Most people who head out
this way, however, will do so to climb the peak. Start by heading
to the large, comfortable Polour Mountain Complex (2270m),
built by the Iran Mountaineering Federation — the best place to
acclimatize before attempting the south and west face routes. The
climbing season is from June to September, or May to October
for experienced climbers.

Iran eyes UNESCO status for
Yalda celebration by 2022

NMERY:NNS TEHRAN — Iran also seeks to register its
d e sk ancient festivity of “Yalda” on the UNESCO

Intangible Cultural Heritage list by 2022.

Yaldais in line for being evaluated by the UNESCO [experts]
and it will be discussed at the 2022 world committee of the UN
cultural body, Mohammad-Hassan Talebian, Iran’s deputy min-

|ster of cultural heritage, said on Saturday.
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Yalda (the birth of anew sun) and Noruz or Persian New Year
(the birth of a new day) are amongst the most popular ancient
Persian festivals, which are also celebrated by some countries
in western and central Asia.

Also called, Yalda Night, the occasion is celebrated on the eve
of the winter solstice, which falls on the last day of Azar (the last
month of autumn in the Iranian calendar year). On that graceful
night, the winter chill is vanquished and the warmth of love em-
braces the entire family. It's a time for pleasant family reunions
that entails laughter, merriment, and good cheer.

According to the UNESCO website, Yalda ceremonies, in the
best way, point to cultural diversity and human creativity, es-
pecially when one considers the wide range of the communities
that celebrate it.
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Another coronavirus
casualty: how lranians
are preparing for the
Yalda night?

Of all the ancient Persian festi-
vals, only two are celebrated by Iranians
worldwide -- Yalda night (the birth of
a new sun) and Noruz or Persian New
Year (the birth of a new day).

The story of Yalda may perhaps be
interpreted as a tale of courage and effort
during darkness, a triumph of light and
human warmth that ultimately causes
the spring to bloom in hearts.

Nationally called “Shab-e Yalda” or
“Shab-e-Chelleh”, it literally means the
night of the forty. This refers to the first
forty days of winter that are often the
coldest and toughest to bear.

Though it is not even an official
holiday, Yalda still stands head and
shoulders above some other ancient
traditions. By the way, television and
radio programs fully cater to it by airing
special programs.

Thereasonis thatit revolves around
the rich, genuine Persian traditions.
That’'s why families are still eager to
seize the moment and become fully en-
gaged, putting their cell phones and
other distractions aside.

People on Yalda Night are usually
served with fresh fruits and colorful Ajil
(a mixture of dry fruits, seeds, and nuts)

in floral bowls. To Iranians, fruits are
reminders of abundance in summer. Wa-
termelon and pomegranates, as symbols
of bounty, are the traditional fresh fruits
of this night. It is believed that eating
watermelon before the arrival of winter
can immunize the body against illness.

Following a hot dinner, many people
often recite poetry, narrate stories, chant,
play musical instruments, or just chat
cozily until midnight or so.

Well, this was a glimpse of the vi-
rus-hit Yalda celebration in honor of
the longest night of the year!

Iranian companies, private exhibitors to join ITB Berlin

TEHRAN — Iranian travel-associ-
d e sk ated companiesand businesses from
the state and the private sector will take part in the
International Tourism Fair (ITB) Berlin, which will be
held from March 9to 12, 2021 in a purely digital form.

Considering that holding virtual exhibitions in the
field of tourism is a new approach, a webinar dis-
cussing the way of attending virtual exhibitions for
applicants of the upcoming event will be held soon,
IRNA quoted Mohammad Qasemi, the director for
marketing and advertising at the tourism ministry as
saying on Saturday.

The ways of effective presence, as well as the various
facilities that could be used for introducing productsin
such virtual exhibitions, will also be discussed during
this online meeting, the official added.

He also noted that the strong presence in interna-
tional virtual exhibitions could ensure the prosperity
of the country’s international tourism after the end
of the coronavirus crisis, while it makes the name of
Iran as a tourist destination for the post-corona era
in the memory of the world market.

ITB Berlin 2021 offers the global travel industry a
central and virtual platform for networking, business,
and content. The decision to stage the conference trade
show digitally was made to give all participants the
greatest possible planning security and to continue
to meet the demands of a meeting place for the global
tourism industry despite numerous travel restrictions.

The previous edition of the ITB, which was sched-
uled to be held in March 2020, was canceled due to
the spread of the novel coronavirus.

Ancient fire temple to undergo urgent restoration

NRERVNEY TEHRAN — The his-
d e s torical fire temple of

now, the official added.

Also known as the Javidan fire temple,

sets of stairs, each 25 meters long at
each side, with its irregular polished rock

Sarmasjed in the ancient city of Mas-
jed Soleiman, southwestern Khuzestan
province, will undergo urgent rehabilita-
tion works, a provincial tourism official
has said.

Abudget of four billion rials ($95,000
at the official rate of 42,000 rials) has
been allocated to the restoration project,
Musa Ahmad-Puria said on Saturday.

In the past years, minor restorations
have been carried out on the fire temple,
butitrequires a full urgent restoration

the massive stone-structure dates back
to the Achaemenid era (c. 550 — 330 BC).

The ancient fire temple’s architec-
tural style is very similar to the UN-
ESCO-tagged sites of Pasargadae and
Persepolis.

The fire temple’s original pre-Islamic
name is unknown; its modern name has
been derived from its location which is
on top of a hillock overlooking a region
called Sarmasjed.

The remaining structure with two

stones, broken round pillars, and arched
ceilings shows that once a magnificent
Zoroastrian fire temple stood there.

Khuzestan province is home to three
UNESCO World Heritage sites of Susa,
Tchogha Zanbil, and Shushtar Historical
Hydraulic System yetitis aregion of raw
beauty where its visitors could spend
weeks exploring. The province is also
acradle for handicrafts and arts whose
crafters inherited from their preceding
generations.

Shrine in ancient city of Belad Shapur being restored

TEHRAN — A new round of restora-
d e sk tionwork hasbeen commenced on the
holy shrine of Imamzadeh Jaber in the ancient city of
Belad Shapur, known by its current name, Dehdasht,
in the southwestern Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
province, deputy provincial tourism chief has said.

Abudget of 400 million rials ($9,500 at the official
rate of 42,000 rials) has been allocated to the pro-
ject which aims at lightening and strengthening the
walls as well as repairing the flooring of the shrine,
which is located in the old bazaar of the city, Rahim
Dadinejad said on Saturday.

The Safavid-era (1501—-1736) holy shrine was in-
scribed on the National Heritage list in 2000.

Back in November, provincial tourism chief Majid
Safai announced that the historical neighborhood of
Dehdasht and the historical monuments located inside
itincluding seven holy shrines and four mosques are
planned to be restored and revived.

A budget of 20 bllllon rlals ($476 OOO at the 0ff|-
cial rate of 42,000 rials) has been allocated to boost

tourism infrastructure in the ancient city of Belad
Shapur, the official explained.

The city was built at the time of Shapur I, also
known as Shapur the Great, (reigned 241 CE—272),
the second king of the Sassanid Dynasty.

Despite all the destruction that took place in this
historical city in different eras, with an area of more
than 45 hectares, it is currently considered as one
of the largest historical structures in the country in
terms of size and number of historical buildings.

Inscribed on the National Heritage listin 1985, the
ancient city of Belad Shapur is one of the top tourist
sites of the province.

Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad province is known
for its nomads and nomadic life. Sightseers may live
with a nomadic or rural family for a while or enjoy
an independent stay and assist them with day-to-day
life. It also opens up an opportunity to feel rustic rou-
tines, their agriculture, traditions, arts, and culture.

Explore Susa; one of the oldest cities in the World

(Part 3/3)
TEHRAN — However,
e s k Assyria was doomed;
its capltal Nineveh was sacked in 612,
and the Babylonians started to rule the
Near East. Elam appears to have been
divided into several princedoms, the
rulers of which all called themselves
“king of Susa and Anshan”.

M Achaemenid capital

At some stage, they were integrated
into the empire of Cyrus the Great (559-
330), the founder of the Achaemenid
empire. One of his successors, king
Darius the Great (522-486), built one
of his residences in Susa. An inscription
in the palace, known as DSf, describes
how Darius built it. Susa was clearly his
favorite palace. The Greek researcher
Herodotus of Halicarnassus, who wrote
alot about the Achaemenid empire, did
not know of another capital.

We can catch a glimpse of the beauty
of the city in some of the scenes of the
Biblical book of Esther, the story of
which is situated in Susa, at the court
of king Ahasverus (Xerxes). Unfortu-
nately, a big fire during the reign of
king Artaxerxes | Makrocheir (465-424)

destroyed much of the buildings from
this age. Aninscription, D2Sa, records
reconstruction works from the age of this
king and his son and successor Darius
Il Nothus. King Artaxerxes Il Mnemon
(404-358) built a second audience hall
on the opposite bank of the river.

M seleucid, Parthian, Sasanian
age

After the fall of the Achaemenid
empire and the reign of Alexander the
Great, who married in Susa (text), the
city became part of the Seleucid em-
pire. It was now called Seleucia on the
Eulaeus. A palace in Greek style was
erected, next to Darius’ palace. The
administrative center, however, was
in the southern part of the city, where
nearly all Greek and Parthian inscrip-
tions were discovered. In the Parthian
age, the city minted coins.

During the Sasanian age, the city had a
large Christian community. It was sacked
by the Sasanian king Shapur Il, who
transferred the population to Iwan-e
Karkheh, but Susa was sufficiently re-
covered in the early seventh century to
fight against the Arabs, who nevertheless
captured the city. They discovered a

mummy which was buried with a seal
of a man standing between two lions;
although Caliph Umar ordered its de-
struction, people were soon convinced
that this body belonged to the prophet
Daniel, who has ever since been wor-
shipped in Susa (more...).

The city remained important until the
thirteenth century CE. After some first
soundings in 1854, systematic excava-
tion started in 1884. In order to protect
themselves, the French archaeologists,
led by Jacques de Morgan, built a castle
in Crusader style. Research has continues
into the twentieth century.

The best-known archaeological
find from Susa is without any doubt
the diorite stela with the Laws of the
Babylonian king Hammurabi (r.1792-
1750), which was taken away when the
Elamites looted Babylon.

Many objects from Susa have found
their way to museums in Iran and Europe.
The site itself has a nice little museum;
many other objects can be found in the
Louvre in Paris, because the first exca-
vators were from France. It comes as
no surprise to find other objects in the
National Museum in Tehran. The British

Tilework depicts a Persian soldier
(“immortal”), Susa, c. 500 BC

Museum in London owes a part of its
collection to the British exploitation of
the oil fields of Khuzestan.
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Gandoman wetland hosting
30,000 migratory birds

TEHRAN — Over
d e s 30,000 migratory birds
have come from their habitats in Central
Asian countries and Siberia to winter in
Gandoman wetland, southwestern Cha-
harmahal-Bakhtiari province.

Currently, 50 species of birds live in the
wetlands of the province, Shahram Ahma-
di, head of the province’s department of
environment, said on Saturday.

These birds include ducks, Eurasian
teal, egrets, herons, flamingos, small and
large grebes, sandpipers, coots, bitterns,
northern lapwing, large white-headed gulls,
and sternidae.

Gandoman wetland, stretching to 1,070
hectares, islocated in Borujen county. Itis
one of Iran’s top five birdwatching sites and
the country’s most important permanent
habitat for migratory birds.

M uUnique birdwatchingsitesin Iran

Iranis decorated with impressive wet-
lands that hold a great share of aquatic and
bird species and wildlife; Anzali Wetland,
Qeshm Island, Orumieh Lake, and Miankaleh
Peninsula are among the most important
locations for bird watching in Iran.

Miankaleh International Wetland in
Mazandaran, called the birdwatching
paradise of Iran, stretches to a total area

of 68,000 hectares, which is home to at
least 130 species of migratory species with
a population of 1.5 million.

Being an impressive bird-watching
destination, the wetland displays a variety
of bird species such as otters, all kinds of
fish-eating ducks (common goldeneye and

= Sl :
Mergus), pelicans, flamingos and cormo-
rants, common pheasants, partridges, mute
swan, tundra swan, and coots. Ashuradeh
was introduced and registered as one of
the world’s first biosphere zones in 1975.
Gomishan wetland in Golestan prov-
ince is home to over 20,000 water birds,

and more than 20 species of birds, which
supports three IUCN Red List vulnerable
species of waterbirds, i.e., Pelecanus crispus,
Aythya nyroca, and Vanellus gregarious,
as well as the vulnerable mammal Pho-
ca (Pusa) caspica; it is also an important
staging area for the fish subspecies Rutilus
rutilus caspicas.

Located at the foot of the Zagros moun-
tains in north-western Iran, Zarivar is a
freshwater wetland hosting over 74 bird
species, which is designated as a Ramsar Site.

The site provides a suitable breeding and
resting place for birds and other wetland
animals, and due to the relatively extensive
reed beds, it is an important overwintering
site for northern migratory birds.

Located in Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari
province, Choghakhor Wetland is flowing
on 1687 hectares; designated as a hunting
restricted area. It supports more than 47
bird species, with breeding populations
of migratory birds such as the Northern
Pintail (Anas acuta).

It supports more than 1 percent of the
population of Gadwall (Anas strepera) and
harbors threatened species such as the
endangered White-headed Duck (Oxyu-
raleucocephala) and the vulnerable Eastern
Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca).

navirus, he highlighted.

Referring to joint courses held with international
organizations, Nejatian said: “We have so far held two joint
courses with the ICN, one of which was led for change course,
held in Iran, to train the nurses on management skills, and the
other was global nursing leadership course held in Geneva.”

Iran’s capabilities in the field of nursing education are
focused on crisis nursing and nursing for the elderly that
we decide to transfer these experiences to the countries of
the region through training courses after containing coro-

To fight the pandemic, the government is taking steps

Iran ready to offer nursing experience to

regional countries

to remove the obstacles, such as lack of nursing workforce,
and through coordination, we received the license to employ
30,000 nurses in this regard, he emphasized.

The other important step in this field is granting addi-
tional payment to nurses, he noted.

He also stated that the healthcare workers who lost their
lives in the fight against coronavirus are called martyrs of
health in Iran so that their families will be supported by
receiving different kinds of assistance; which was a signif-

icant step to pay tribute to those who dedicated their lives

defending our nation.

Infectious microbes might be able to travel in wildfire smoke, researchers say

Wildfire smoke contains microbes, a fact
that’s often ignored, but one that may have
important health repercussions.

In an article published Dec. 18 in Science,
Leda Kobziar and George Thompson called
the attention of the scientific community
to the health impacts of wildfire smoke’s
microbial content.

Smoky skies caused by wildland fires are
becoming seasonal norms, especially in some
parts of the United States and Australia. In
2020, raging wildfires in the Western U.S.
have set new records and led to extremely
unhealthy or hazardous air quality levels
for many weeks in a row.

It’s well-documented that exposure to
wildfire smoke can damage the heart and
lungs. Respiratory allergic and inflammatory
diseases, including asthma and bronchitis,
are also worsened by smoke exposure.

“The health impact of inhaling wild-
fire smoke increases dramatically during

high-emissions wildfires and with long ex-
posure,” said Kobziar, associate professor
of Wildland Fire Science at the University
of Idaho. “Yet, the risk of infection to the
respiratory tract after this exposure is fre-
quently overlooked.”

What role do microbes in wildfire smoke
play in the spread of disease?

Wildland fire is a source for bioaero-
sol, airborne particles made of fungal and
bacterial cells and their metabolic byprod-
ucts. Once suspended in the air, particles
smaller than 5 ?m can travel hundreds or
even thousands of miles. Their movement
depends on the fire behavior and the at-
mospheric conditions. Eventually, they are
deposited or inhaled.

Bacteria and fungi can be transported
in these wildland fire smoke emissions.
While microbial concentration in smoke is
higher near the fire source, these microbes
may be active agents spreading infection.

For example, coccidioidomycoses - a fun-
gus that becomes airborne when soils are
disturbed- is the cause of Valley fever, a
potentially serious infection.

“We don’t know how far and which
microbes are carried in smoke,” said
Thompson, associate professor of Clinical
Medicine at UC Davis. “Some microbes in
the soil appear to be tolerant of, and even
thrive under, high temperatures following
wildfires.”

As Kobziar explained, “At the scale of a
microbe, fire behavior research has shown
that heat flux is highly variable, so it may be
that many microbes aren’t even subjected
to the high temperatures for very long. They
may also be protected in small clusters of
particulate matter.”

Kobziar and Thompson proposed a multi-
disciplinary approach to understanding the
nature of the relationship between microbes,
wildfire smoke and health. The complexity

ENGLISH IN USE

Mental health screening scheme
to be launched at schools

A scheme to determine the prevalence and incidence of
psychiatric disorders in students will be implemented at
schools across the country by the next school year (starting
on September 23), director for education department at the
Ministry of Education has said.

Since last year, all students on seventh to ninth grades have
undergone the mental health screening, so, we decided to
conduct the tests on students on all grades, ISNA quoted
Masoud Shokouhi as saying on Saturday.

“The scheme will be launched by the beginning of the next

school year,” he added.

For the current school year, screening of mental health was
carried out in February and the results were presented to
consultants for in-school or individual counseling, he said.
There are several types of screening that baseline testing
is done by teachers, who record their observations on the
system, he explained, adding, in the next step, specialist
interventions will take place whether by the school counselor
or counseling services outside the schools.

S ¢

of the phenomenon calls for the expertise
of scientists from different fields such as
fire ecology, environmental microbiology,
epidemiology, atmospheric sciences and
public health and infectious disease.
“With longer wildfire seasons and higher
severity trends, there is an urgency to work
together in studying the behavior of the
microbes carried by the smoke and their
impact on human health,” Thompson said.
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56 volunteers in lran
to receive homegrown
COVID vaccine

SRR WMWY TEHRAN — Iran will start testing its first
d e s domestically-made coronavirus vaccine by

injecting it to 56 volunteers aged 18 to 50 years on Monday.
The candidates must remain in quarantine for a week to a
month to show the side effects of the vaccine, IRIB reported.
In the meantime, the test results are checked several times
for blood and cellular immunity.

After the results of the study are determined, the second stage
begins with the injection in 500 people, and after 28 days, the
third phase begins with mass production.

M Iranian vaccination by Sept. 2021

Mostafa Ghane’ei, an official with the Vice Presidency for
Science and Technology, said that the domestically produced
COVID-19 vaccine will probably be injected into the whole pop-
ulation by September 23, 2021.

Now that coronavirus vaccines have been developed in the
world and the third phase of clinical trials has passed, the possible
side effects are almost certain, and Iran will be aware of the side
effects which speeds up the process, he noted, adding, “vaccines
produced in Iran are the same as those produced in China, India,
the United States, etc.”

Iraj Harirchi, the deputy minister of health, has said that in
Iran, 12 groups are making efforts to develop coronavirus vaccine,
three of which have passed the animal testing.

Three weeks ago, Namaki expressed hope that the country
will introduce the home-grown COVID-19 vaccine by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year (March 19, 2021).

M COoVID-19 toll, new cases on declining trend

Due to the high prevalence of the disease, strict COVID-19
restrictions took effect on October 26.

The National Headquarters for Coronavirus Control started
strict restrictions in 43 cities that had the highest rate of infection
in the country. Ten days later, decisions were made to set new
limitations on highly-affected areas for another 10 days, through
which 46 cities undergone restrictions.

The plan divided cities into three levels of alert, namely red,
orange, and yellow.

Another plan also went into effect on November 21, accord-
ing to which all occupations, except for emergency services and
basic food suppliers, get closed for two weeks in high-risk cities.

Alireza Reisi, a spokesman for the National Headquarters for
Coronavirus Control, said that the disease prevalence is declining
in 30 of the whole 31 provinces and the death toll had dropped
to 50 percent in comparison to the previous month. Also, the
hospitalization rate has been reduced by 40 percent.

In a press briefing on Saturday, Health Ministry spokesper-
son Sima-Sadat Lari confirmed 6,421 new cases of COVID-19
infection, raising the total number of infections to 1,152,072. She
added that 875,943 patients have so far recovered, but 5,591 still
remain in critical conditions of the disease.

During the past 24 hours, 175 patients have lost their lives,
bringing the total number of deaths to 53,448, she added.

So far, 6,995,726 COVID-19 diagnostic tests have been per-
formed in the country.

Lari noted that currently, 205 cities are in low-risk “orange”
zones, and 243 cities are in yellow.
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Lying would negatively influence your
livelihood.
Prophet Muhammad (S)

Commander Qassem
Soleimani main topic of
Iranian photo contests

In the Art Bureau’s contest named “Sarve Ravan Photo
Competition” people’s love of Soleimani is the main theme.

Photos of the personal ceremonies, which will be held at homes
by his fans to commemorate the first martyrdom anniversary
of Soleimani during the COVID-19 era, and the decorations of
the cities and the villages during such ceremonies are eligible
for the contest.

The top works will be award-
ed in April 2021.

After his martyrdom,
Soleimani has become the
subject of several films, theat-
rical productions and festival
programs.

In February, only one month
after his martyrdom, the court-
yard of Tehran’s City Theater
Complex hosted some open-air
performances named “The Sol-
dier” on the militarylife of the
commander.

The play, which was per-
formed in three acts, was written
by Amir-Hossein Shafiei and
directed by Pejman Shahverdi.

The first act of the play was dedicated to Soleimani’s leadership
of Iranian forces during the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war.

His role in the victory of the Lebanese in the Israeli 33-Day
War of 2006 was spotlighted in the second stage.

Thelast act of the drama focused on the key role he played in
the defeat of the ISIS terrorists in Syria and Iraq.

“The Soldier” was a joint production of Iran’s General Office
for Dramatic Arts and the Islamic Revolution and Sacred Defense
Theater Association.

Recently, young filmmaker Behnam Bahadori announced that
he has made a short documentary named “Green Zone” about the
good conduct of Commander Qassem Soleimani toward children.

The Children’s Department of the Art Bureau of the Islamic
Ideology Dissemination Organization is the producer of the film.

The 38th Fajr Film Festival announced it would honor films
on resistance and jihad with an award named after Soleimani.

In addition, the 16th Resistance International Film Festival,
which will be held during December, will review films on Com-
mander Qassem Soleimani’s role in awakening people in the
region and around the world in a special section named “Prom-
inent Resistance Martyr Section”.

The Art and Cultural Organization of the Tehran Municipality
will also be releasing “The Soldier”, a symphonic poem composed
in memory of the Commander on his first martyrdom anniversary.

Arman Mehrian is the composer of the symphony, which is
in its post-production stage.

g
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A poster for “Narration ofa Sol-
dier”,a photo contest organized
by the Rudaki Foundation.

NY Artifact showcases works
by Iranian artist Afra Safa

/NS | TEHRAN — An exhibition of paintings by
d e s Kk Iranian artist Afra Safais currently underway
at Artifact, a gallery in New York.

The exhibit entitled “Dog Days” has opened on December 9
and will run for 20 days at the gallery that “is a project space,
agency and a marketing facilitator building a new type of
relationship between an exhibition space, artists, collectors
and corporations.”

In a statement published earlier, Safa wrote, “The exhibit
‘Dog Days’ is about the latest hard days and their impacts
on people’s moods and their mental complexities, which
slip out as a result of a crisis.

“In the crisis, when something happens to people that throws
their ordinary life into disorder, a different face of the people
emerges that you can see in their ordinary circumstances. Under
conditions of fear, indolence, depression and disappointment
with the future, people remove their masks.”

Safa’s artworks have earlier been showcased in numerous
international exhibitions and art fairs, including the Oxford
International Art Fair, UK and the Florence Biennial, Italy, in 2017.

She is also the translator of Jens Hoffmann’s book
“Curating A to Z”, which offers a summary of the development
of curatorial practice over the last two decades as seen
through the eyes of the British curator.

For over 20 years, Artifact has been exhibiting and promoting
the work of mid-career and established artists, including
paintings, sculptures, photographs and new media.
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lran approves prize money
INncrease for Jalal Literary Awards

TEHRAN — Iran’s
d sk Supreme Council of the
Cultural Revolution has agreed to increase
the prize money for the 13th edition of the
Jalal Al-e Ahmad Literary Awards from one
billion rials to 1.5 billion rials (Over $13,000).

Three novels have been shortlisted for
the awards this year.

The nominees are “Mid-Day Incantations”
by Mansur Alimoradi, “Hard Labor” by
Mohammad Hanif and “The Imaginative”
by Ahmad Hassanzadeh.

“Mid-Day Incantations” published by
Nimaj tells two interrelated stories about
the central character of the book in a magical
journey to Iran’s Lut Desert and a romantic
life with a stage artist in Tehran.

Published by Neyestan, “Hard Labor” is
about a man who takes the readers through the
maze of the novel by recounting stories about
hislife, other people and numerous situations.

“The Imaginative” is Elyas, an unusual
little boy who lives with his bizarre family
in a strange town. The physical and non-
physical defects in Elyas and other central
characters of the story symbolize the large
number of detrimental impacts from which
the small town suffers.

The finalists have been selected by a jury

A poster for the 13th edition of the Jalal Al-e Ahmad Literary Awards.

composed of Javad Afhami, Saeid Tashakkori
and Ali Changizi.

The organizers have earlier announced
the nominees in the categories of
documentation and review.

“From Rey to Damascus”, “Ten-Eighty”,

“Absolute Value of a Conspiracy”, “My Poor Beloved
Country” and “Gem of Patience” are among the
nominations in the documentation category.
The nominees for the review section are
“Mythology of Love in Iranian Culture”, “Epic
of Musayyebnameh”, “History of the Body

in Literature”, “Narratology of Drama” and
“Philosophy of the Story of Story”.

This year, the organizers initiated a special
category named “Forty Years of the Sacred
Defense Fiction” to honor the authors of the
foremost stories created about the war over
the past four decades.

One of the writers is Habib Ahmadzadeh,
the author of the acclaimed novel “Chess
with the Doomsday Machine” and a book of
short stories, “A City Under Siege”.

Hamid Hesam, the Islamic Revolution
Artist of the Year in 2018, is another author
picked by the organizers. He is the author of
“When the Moonlight Was Missing”, “Just
Be a Servant of Hussein” and “Immigrant
from the Land of the Sun”.

Alsoincluded are Ahmad Dehqan, one of
Iran’s foremost war writers and the author of
“AVital Killing” and “Bearing 2770 Degrees”,
Mohammadreza Bayrami, the author of the
acclaimed novella “Barren”, and Rahim
Makhdumi, who wrote “The Entry-Forbidden
Commanders”, which is a compilation of
stories from 30 Iranian commanders.

Davud Amirian, Golali Babai, Akbar
Sahrai, Davud Ghaffarzadegan, Qassemali
Ferasat, Majid Qeisari and Ali Moazzeni are
other top writers in this section.

Iran donates book on Commander Qassem Soleimani to Bangladeshi cultural centers

Coples of Bangladeshl publ |sher Saeed Barl S book “Martyr
Qassem Soleimani: Hero of the Struggle against Terrorism
and Colonialism”.

C U L I3 TEHRAN — Iran’s Islamic Culture
d sk and Relations Organization (ICRO)

has sent copies of the book “Martyr Qassem Soleimani:
Hero of the Struggle against Terrorism and Colonialism” to
major public and specialized libraries and academic centers
across Bangladesh.

The Bangladeshi publisher Saeed Bari and the Iranian
Cultural Center in Dhaka published the book in May on
the IRGC Quds chief who was assassinated during a U.S.
airstrike in Baghdad on January 3.

In a press release published on Saturday, the ICRO said
that the donation has been made to commemorate the first
anniversary of the martyrdom of Soleimani.

The book begins with a detailed biography of Soleimani.
A chapter of the book describes his charisma. The book also
carries materials introducing him as the spiritual father of
martyrs’ families.

In his last will, Soleimani had expressed his wish to be
buried next to his friend Martyr Yusef Elahi’s grave in a
cemetery in his home town of Kerman. The book also gives
the reasons behind this wish.

The book also analyzes his daughter Zeinab’s speech and

Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran Seyed Ali Khamenei’s
lecture during his funeral in Tehran.

The collection also recounts comments by a number
of Bangladeshi officials and cultural figures on Soleimani.

A chapter has also been dedicated to poems by Bangladeshi
poets on Soleimani.

Abiography of Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces deputy
commander Abu-Mahdi al-Muhandes, who was also martyred
in the U.S. air raid, has also been included.

After the assassination, books on Soleimani became
bestsellers in the country, and numerous books have also
arrived in the book market.

A number of these offerings have also been translated
into several languages.

“Characteristics of the School of Martyr Soleimani”,
which gives a brief analysis of the personal characteristics
of Commander Soleimani through his discourses and
memories was published in Russian in late November.
The book has been written by Hojjatolesalm Ali Shirazi
in Persian.

Robert Walser’s “Walk” at Iranian bookstores

U (MRN8 S TEHRAN — German-

of modest means, famous artists, society

animals alike. Ranging from the realist

e s Swiss writer Robert
Walser’ “The Walk” has been published
in Persian in Tehran.

Iranian publisher Dastan has acquired
the copyrights of the Persian translation
from Suhrkamp Verlag, the German
publisher of the original book in Berlin.

The book has been rendered into Persian
by the German-based Iranian translator
Farhad Ahmadkhan.

An English translation of the book
by Christopher Middleton has also been
published.

“For me, the sketches I produce now
and then are shortish or longish chapters
of a novel,” Walser said about the book.

“The novel I am constantly writing
is always the same one, and it might be
described as a variously sliced-up or torn-

Front cover of the Persian version of
Robert Walser's “The Walk”.

apart book of myself.”

One of the great writers of the twentieth
century - and an important influence on
Kafka - comes to light in this selection of
the best of his short fictions.

Through his protagonists - young men

women, animals endowed with the gift of
speech - Walser captures the dislocated
unease of life in early twentieth-century
Europe.

Ranging from one-page fantasies to
novella-length studies of everyday existence,
“The Walk” reveals the irresistible genius
of the great writer.

Under-appreciated even in his own
lifetime, Walser has nonetheless been
recognized by such writers as W.G. Sebald,
Susan Sontag, Franz Kafka, Herman Hesse
and J.M. Coetzee.

Like Kafka and Sebald, Walser
wrote about the solitude and unease
of human existence. Honest, wry and
idiosyncratic, his stories are snapshots
of the lives great artists, poor young
men, beautiful women and talking

to the allegorical, the short fiction
collected in this volume demonstrates
Walser’s uncanny ability to capture both
life’s strangeness and its small joys.

Walser’s writing is characterized
by its linguistic sophistication and
animation. His work exhibits several sets
of tensions or contrasts: between a classic
modernist devotion to art and a ceaseless
questioning of the moral legitimacy
and practical utility of art; between a
spirited exuberance in style and texture
and recurrent reflective melancholy;
between the disparate claims of nature
and culture; and between democratic
respect for divergence in individuals
and elitist reaction to the values of the
mass culture and standardization of the
industrial age.

Documentarian Farshad Fadaian receives lifetime achlevement award at Cinéma Vérité

NS TEHRAN — The 14th edition of Cinéma
d e s K vVérité, Iran’s major international festival
for documentary films, has honored veteran documentarian
Farshad Fadaian with a lifetime achievement award.

Due to hisillness, Fadaian could not attend the honoring
ceremony on Friday and his son, Faraz, received the award
on behalf of his father.

“My father is not used to talking much about himself.
I love his ‘Stone, Mother, Silent’ and I think it is a really
powerful film,” Faraz said in his brief speech at the ceremony.

“We usually talk about cinema, and it is about six years
that I have been working with him next to his camera,
but I cannot understand him much, because he is a very
complex person,” he said.

“He travels a lot. He suddenly picks up his camera
and goes on a journey. We went on a journey before the
outbreak of coronavirus and he began to film the region
and the people there,” he added.

“His main characteristics are that he lives with his

Faraz (R), the son of documentarian Farshad Fadaian, re-
ceives the lifetime achievement award on behalf of his father
at the 14th edition of Cinéma Vérité on December 18, 2020.

work. After the spread of coronavirus, I asked him to
come and live with me. The very first two months were

very hard for him, but later we began to walk every night,
and after a whlle I asked him to a make documentary
about these quarantine days and he made ‘Sketches of
Living in Quarantine’” he said.

“Sketches of Living in Quarantine” gives an account of
what happened over the five months after the first COVID-19
cases were detected in Iran. The film was reviewed in a
special program during the festival.

Due to the pandemic, this year’s Cinéma Vérité is being
held entirely online, and the programs are available on Filimo,
TVA and Hashure, the Iranian platforms providing video
on demand (VOD) service for films.

Every day, several films are being introduced during
the event, while a number of top Iranian and international
documentarians and critics are holding online workshops
and panel discussions.

The Documentary and Experimental Film Center (DEFC)
is the main organizer of the event.

The festival will be running totally online until December 22.

Persian readers have Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt’s “The Night of Fire”

TEHRAN — A Persian
e S translation of Eric-Em-
manuel Schmitt’s “The Night of Fire” (La
Nuit de Feu) has recently been published
by Ketabestan Publications in Qom.

The book has been translated into
Persian by Vahideh Naimabadi.

At the age of twenty-eight, Eric-Em-
manuel Schmitt undertakes a hike in
the great south of Algeria. During the
expedition, he loses sight of his compan-
ions and gets lost in the immensity of
Hoggar. Without water or food during
the freezing desert night, he feels no fear
but on the contrary feels a burning force
rising in him. Star dust in the infinite,

the rationalist philosopher sees all his
certainties shake. A feeling of peace, of
happiness, of eternity invades him. This
fire, why not name it God?

This fiery night - as Pascal called
his mystical night - Schmitt recounts
it for the first time, revealing over a
fascinating inner journey his spiritual
intimacy and the miraculous experience
that transformed his life as a man and
writer. The paths he traces in the book
are inscribed in each individual.

Playwright, novelist, short story writ-
er, essayist, filmmaker, with works trans-
lated into 45 languages and performed
in more than 50 countries, Schmitt is
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one of the most widely read and rep-
resented authors in the world.

“The Cycle of the Invisible” has sold
more than 10 million copies worldwide
and was unanimously elected in January
2016 by his peers as a member of the
Académie Goncourt.

Schmitt was born in 1960 in Lyon,
France. He is a writer and director, known
for “Heavy Weather”, “Oscar and the Lady
in Pink” and “Odette Toulemonde”.

Heis graduated from the Ecole normale
supérieure in Paris, receiving a doctorate
in philosophy.

Although starting his career as a dram-
atist, he is best known for his novels such
as “My Life with Mozart”(Ma Vie avec
Mozart).
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