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TEHRAN — Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has con-
gratulated all Christians and Muslims
on the occasion of Jesus Christ’s birth
anniversary.

@ File photo

“l congratulate all Christians and
Muslims of the world, particularly our
Christian compatriots, on the birth an-
niversary of Prophet #Jesus Christ, the
Messiah (pbuh),” the Leader said in a
tweet on Friday.

TEHRAN — During a meeting between an
Iranian delegation headed by Amir-Hos-
sein Zamaninia, Iran’s deputy oil minister
and an Armenian delegation led by Hakob
Vartanian, Armenia’s deputy minister for
local government and infrastructures, the
two sides made an agreement on the ex-
pansion of long-term energy cooperation.

After the meeting, Zamaninia, who
is Iran’s deputy oil minister for the in-
ternational affairs, said the talks about

Leader congratulates Christians,
Muslims on Christmas

On Thursday, President Hassan Rou-
hanialso congratulated Christians on the
occasion.

In aletter to Pope Francis, President
Rouhani described Jesus Christ as the
prophet of peace and kindness, whose
conduct could present possible solutions
out of the humanity’s standing social and
cultural challenges and guide it towards
perfection.

Continued on page 2

Iran, Armenia agree to expand
long-term energy co-op

some technical issues of gas export and
gas-for-electricity barter were postponed
to the near future, after which a long-term
contract will be signed.

Vartanian, for his part, said, “We have
been negotiating with Iran for ayear and a
half about gas export and the extension of
the gas-for-electricity deal; today’s meeting
was one of the most constructive negoti-
ations in this regard.”

Continued on page 4

Iranian students win 44 medals at

scientific events

TEHRAN- Iranian studentswon 44 med-
alsinthe Indonesia International Applied
Science Olympiad and the South Korea
science and engineering competition.
Scientific secretary of Avicenna
National Festival, Mehdi Rashidi,
said that the international Olympiad
was held virtually on December 18-23,
with various countries in attendance.

The Iranian team of students won 9
gold, 9silver, and 13 bronze medals at
the festival, IRNA reported on Saturday.

Due to the global outbreak, the
South Korean science and engineering
competition was also held online on
December 12-14, with the participation
of different countries.

Continued on page 7

Iran’s steel
production, export
not affected by
sanctions

BY MAHNAZ ABDI

ile the U.S. sanctions has
targeted Iran’s metal sector
besides its oil industry, the pe-

riodical reports released both by the in-
ternational and domestic sources show
that Iranian steel industry has not been
affected by the sanctions, while it has
also been booming.

In terms of exports, the last data
released by domestic sources indicate
that Iranian steel producers have ex-
ported 2.358 million tons of steel ingots
and products during the first half of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
20-September 21).

Of the country’s total exports in H1,
19.5 percent was related to the sixth month
of this year, which indicates the exports
are following an upward trend.

And for production, the dataand reports
are outstanding. Itis mainly because Iran
is strongly pursuing a policy of strength-
ening its domestic production to achieve
self-reliance and nullify the sanctions, and
in this regard, the country has defined some
major programs in different production
sectors to materialize this target.

The periodical reports released by the
World Steel Association (WSA) are an
indication of Iran’s steel sector booming.

While the previous report of the asso-
ciation showed that Iranian steel industry
has outshined the world producers in this
sector during the first 10 months of 2020,
as the country managed to produce 23.8
million tons of the mentioned commodity
during the January-October period, 12.6
percent more than the figure in the same
10 months of 2019, its new report also
indicates a 13-percent rise in the output.

Itsaysthatwhile theworld'ssteel production
hasfallen 1.3 percentduring thefirst11 monthsof
2020, Iraniansteel producers produced 26.369
milliontonsof steel during January-November
of this year, which shows a 13-percent growth
compared tothefigure forthe same period oftime
inthe pastyear, whichwas 23.385 milliontons.
Thereportalso indicates that Iran’s monthly
steel production in November of thisyear has
risen 14 percent fromthat of the previousyear's
same month.

Production in the 11th month of this
year was 2.575 million tons, while the figure
was 2.256 million tons in November 2019.

Allthese data and figures are an indication
of Iran’s success in elevating its industrial
sector despite all pressures and limitations.

Iran, Afghanistan seek to

bolster tourism ties

TEHRAN — Iran and Afghanistan are set to extend
mutual tourism ties both in the current corona-
virus eraand when the pandemic is contained.

Iranian deputy tourism minister Vali Tey-
mouri, his Afghan counterpart Mojgan Mosta-
favi and several other experts discussed ways
to facilitate travels between the two neighbors
in awebinar held on Friday.

The attendees explored strategies to develop
tourism even during the outbreak of the virus
as well.

Holding meetings of the joint tourism com-
mittees between Iran and Afghanistan period-
ically and continuously could lead to extensive
achievements as well as new plans for facing
tourism issues in the special conditions of these
days, Teymouri said.

He announced Iran’s readiness to strengthen
cooperation in the field of tourism education
between the two countries by holding training

workshops and participating and assisting in the
evaluation and rating of Afghanistan’s tourism
facilities.

He also emphasized on reopening the borders
of the two countries to let Afghan health tourists
in, observing strict health protocols.

The worldwide outbreak of COVID-19 has
brought the world to a standstill, and tourism
has been the worst affected of all major eco-
nomic sectors.

Back in March, the UN specialized agency
for tourism announced that it expected inter-
national tourist arrivals would be down by 20
percent to 30 percentin 2020 when compared
with 2019 figures.

However, last week the World Tourism Or-
ganization (UNWTOQO) announced that world
tourist arrivals fell by 72% over the first ten
months of the year.

Continued on page 6

U.S. protests: Ohio locals stand against

police brutality

A series of protests broke out after an unarmed
Black man was shot by local police in Columbus,
Ohio. Thisis the second such case of police bru-
tality against the African-American community
in the US in the past one month.

Andre Maurice Hill, 47, was shot dead by
an officer when police were called to a mi-
nor incident in the US city. Bodycam footage
captured the last moments of his life, where
he can be shown holding a mobile phone in
one hand that police may have mistaken for
aweapon.

Itis the second police killing of ablack man in
Columbus this month. On the 4th of December,
police shot dead 23-year old Casey Goodman
when they allegedly mistook a sandwich he was
carrying for aweapon.

Protesters bearing Black Lives Matter banners
took to the streets on Christmas Eve, following
ayear of similar demonstrations against racial

police brutality across America sparked by the
killing of George Floyd by Minnesota police
in May.

“Once again officers see a Black man and
conclude that he’s criminal and dangerous,”
said lawyer Ben Crump, who represents several
families of police brutality victims including
Floyd.

Columbus Police said that the officer who
killed Mr. Hill will be sacked, saying that he
had “violated his oath to comply with the
rules and policies” of the city’s force and
adding that “this violation cost an innocent
man his life”.

Columbus Mayor Andrew Ginther said he was
“outraged” by Mr Hill's death. The victims was
“known to the residents of the home where his
car was parked on the street,” he said Wednesday
atapress conference, saying he was a “guest...
notan intruder.”

Iran’s cultural mission in Pakistan to hold programs on anniversary of Soleimani’s martyrdom

TEHRAN — Iran’s cultural mission in Pakistan
is slated to hold special programs to mark the
first anniversary of the martyrdom of Major
General Qassem Soleimani, chief of the IRGC
Quds Force, and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the
deputy commander of Iraq’s Popular Mobiliza-
tion Units (PMU), says Iran’s cultural attache
in Pakistan.

Many political and religious groups in Pa-
kistan will also take part in these ceremonies,
Ehsan Khazaee said, Fars reported on Friday.

@ISNA/ Majid Khahi

Major General Soleimani and al-Mu-
handis were assassination on January 3
in U.S. drone strikes that were directly
ordered by U.S. President Donald Trump.
In the early hours of January 8, the IRGC
attacked Ain al-Assad airbase in western
Iraq, where U.S. forces were stationed, as
part of its promised “tough revenge” for
the U.S. terror attack.

In June, Tehran said 36 individuals were
identified in connection with the assassination.

“36 individuals who cooperated, collabo-
rated, and participated in the assassination of
Hajj Qassem, including political and military
authorities of the U.S. and other countries, have
been identified,” Tehran Prosecutor General
Ali Algasi-Mehr said.

Algasi-Mehr named Trump as the key
individual at the top of the list, saying his
pursuitwill continue even after his tenure as
U.S. president.

Continued on page 2

National Festival
on Women
and Science
announces

winners

TEHRAN — The 3rd National Festival on Women
and Science, which kicked off in November,
announced 25 winners on Saturday.
Organized by Shahid Beheshti University
of Tehran, the event was held to honor ex-
emplary women who are active in scientific
and social sections; commemorating the late
Iranian mathematician, Maryam Mirzakhani.
Interested women participated in 6 groups of
humanities, basic sciences, engineering, agriculture,
veterinary and environment, medical sciences, art,
and architecture, IRIB reported.
Continued on page 7

American embassy in
Baghdad is a military,
intelligence and
espionage agency:
Iragi expert

BY REZA MOSHFEGH
TEHRAN — An Iragi analyst says that the Amer-
ican embassy in Baghdad functions as a military,
intelligence and espionage agency that supports
adventurous actions against Iran on the Iraqi soil.

“The American embassy in Baghdad is not an
ordinary diplomatic institution but it is a military,
intelligence and espionage agency,” Ali Fahim tells
the Tehran Times.

The analyst says this is a center that “manages
all hostile activities and provocative actions against
the Islamic Republic of Iran.”

The following is the text of the interview:

What are the reasons and behind Amer-
ica’s recent moves, especially sending B52
bombers to the region. Was the move a
provocation or a preparation for a mili-
tary confrontation?

A: The Persian Gulf these days is witnessing
the movement of armed vessels under and over
water and also in the sky as the anniversary of the
assassination of General Qassem Soleimani and
his martyr companion Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis is
rapidly approaching.

Iranian leaders have promised revenge against
persons who committed the assassination and the
other sides ordered and directed the operation.

Inthis context, Tehran has listed the names of 37
persons with a direct relationship to the crime, and
atthe top of the listis U.S. President Donald Trump.

Continued on page 5
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Leader congratulates
Christians, Muslims
on Christmas

“Iam delighted to offer my sincerest congratulations
to Your Holiness and all monotheists on the birthday of Jesus
Christ, the Prophet of peace and kindness, and the start of the
year 2021. Jesus Christ is the messenger of monotheism, love,
altruism, the harbinger of freedom and liberty,” Rouhani told
the Pope.

“Reflecting on the characteristics and virtues of Jesus Christ
and applying his way of life, which has always been associated
with compassion, tolerance, and altruism, can solve the social
and cultural challenges of human beings today, alleviate their
pain and be a way to get rid of problems and misfortunes and a
path to human perfection,” he said in his message.

Rouhani also expressed
hope that the Covid-9 pandemic
would be brought under control
in the New Year.

“Thope that with the blessing
of the birthday of Jesus Christ
and in the New Year, we can
control the ominous COVID-19
virus and return human life to
normal to see hope and double
happiness in human life and the
spread of peace and security
throughout the entire planet.
I wish Your Holiness health
and success, and all people
around the world happiness
and prosperity,” the Iranian

president added.

Also writing to world leaders, he urged further regional and
international cooperation towards resolution of the crises that
face the world, including the ongoing global pandemic.

“Itis imperative that world leaders try more than before to
open up ways out of these crises and also expedite the course
of fighting the coronavirus and return of humans’ lives to
their usual course, under the auspices of joint endeavor and
through regional and international cooperation,” he wrote.

In a Twitter message on Thursday, Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif also wished everyone a very Merry Christmas.

“The birth of Spirit of God—Jesus, revered by all Muslims
as a great prophet—is a joyous occasion for ALL mankind,”
he wrote.

“I wish all a very Merry Christmas, and a happy, healthy
and peaceful holiday season,” Zarif added.

Iran, Turkey hold talks on
police cooperation

TEHRAN (MNA) — Hadi Shirzad, head of the international
affairs department of Iran’s of police, held talks with chief of
Turkish National Police’s Interpol Lutfi Cicek on expansion of
police cooperation.

Astwo neighbors, Shirzad said, “Relations between the police
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Turkey are at a good level, and
inrecent years we have witnessed favorable police interactions
between the two countries.”

“NAJA Interpol, with authority, intelligence and profes-
sionalism, seeks to carry out its assigned missions and develop
diplomatic police relations to deal decisively with international
defendants,” Brigadier General added.

Emphasizing the need to strengthen interactions between
the two countries, Shirzad said, “Dealing with organized crimes,
combating smuggling of goods and narcotics, countering ter-
rorist groups and human trafficking can be the focus of joint
activities between Iran and Turkey.”

Lutfi Cicek, for his part, said, “The Turkish police also want
to deal with international defendants and in this regard, we
are ready to cooperate with the police of the Islamic Republic
of Iran.”

He pointed to the need to recognize common ground with the
aim of dealing decisively with international defendants, saying,
“Strengthening cooperation in the fight against organized crime
can be a good platform for the extradition of internationally
wanted suspects from both countries.”

Iran’s cultural mission in Pakistan
to hold programs on anniversary
of Soleimani’s martyrdom

M ‘General of Skies’

Khazaee said a literary and artistic program dubbed, “Gen-
eral of Skies” has already started by Iran’s consulate about
the martyrs of the Islamic Resistance.

He added that exquisite prizes will be awarded to the best
works in various fields.

“Participants and enthusiasts from different cities of Paki-
stan can submit their literary works in the field of storytelling,
poetry, memoirs, articles, photo, painting and calligraphy by
13th January at the email address iran.council@gmail.com,”
the Iranian diplomat explained.

He went on to say that on the occasion of the first mar-
tyrdom anniversary of General Soleimani and al-Muhandis
various programs will also be held by Iranian consulates in the
cities of Karachi, Peshawar, Lahore, Quetta and Rawalpindi.

The Iranian consulate in Karachi will also launch an event
on the book “My Happy Friend” in Urdu while a conference
of “Martyrs of Islamic Unity” will be held in Peshawar, too.

Meanwhile, some political and religious parties in Pakistan,
especially the supporters of the Resistance Movement, will
hold programs aimed at strengthening the Resistance Front
on the occasion.
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Rouhani: We’'re seriously
after nullifying sanctions

TEHRAN — President
d e s Hassan Rouhani said on
Saturday that his administration is seriously
pursuing the nullification of the sanctions.

“That the Leader told [us] to neutralize
the sanctions, we are pursuing this moment
by moment. Every time money enters the
country and goods are exported, you should
know that hours of fights have been behind
it,” Rouhani pointed out.

He explained that this is something that
hasbeen done for hours and moments since
two years ago, when the U.S. withdrew from
the nuclear agreement, IRNA reported.

The U.S. government, under Donald
Trump, has implemented a “maximum
pressure” policy against Iran, including
the targeting of Iran’s economy with harsh
sanctions. The maximum pressure campaign
was launched after Trump withdrew the
U.S. from the multilateral Iran nuclear deal.

The United States’ sanctions have se-
verely hampered Iran’s power to contain

that Iran had tried to remove the sanctions
but they were not removed.

“There are two ways to tackle sanctions:
1) removing sanctions 2) nullifying and over-
coming them. We tried the first option, re-
moving sanctions, by negotiating for a few
years, but to no use. The second option may
have difficulties in the beginning but will
have a favorable end,” the Leader pointed
outin November. “If succeed, through hard
work and innovation, in overcoming the
sanctions and the other side witnesses how
sanctions were nullified, it will abandon
sanctions gradually.”

On December 17, Rouhani said he is con-
fident that the next U.S. administration will
abandon its sanctions policy against the
Iranian people and will bow under their
“national power” and resistance.

Highlighting the importance of main-
taining national unity, Rouhani said, “It is
this national unity that engenders national
power for us and forces the enemy to bow

the coronavirus outbreak, which has so far
claimed the lives of over 54,000.

President Rouhani also said the sanc-
tions have prevented Iran’s access to the
coronavirus vaccines, adding that this is
the case for all drugs and goods that Iran
wants to import.

“But we overcome this problem, and we
are overcoming this problem on a daily ba-

sis, and we are nullifying sanctions on both
exports and imports,” he added.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei said in remarks on December
16 that the officials should refrain from pin-
ning hope on the lifting of sanctions and,
instead, work to nullify the sanctions.

“Lifting sanctions is in the enemy’s hands.
Nullifying them is in ours. We should work

more on nullifying than removing them. I
don’t say we shouldn’t pursue removing
sanctions. But sanctions that were supposed
to belifted according to the JCPOA, 4 years
ago, have intensified,” the Leader said.

It was the second time in less than a month
that the Leader underlined the need to nul-
lify the U.S. sanctions on Iran rather than
removing them. In late November, he said

down in the face of the people’s rights.”

“I am confident that the heroic stead-
fastness of the Iranian nation will make
the next U.S. administration genuflect in
the face of the people. This steadfastness
will force them to return to their commit-
ments [under the 2015 nuclear deal with
Tehran] and will create cracks in sanctions,”
the president added.

Harsh revenge awaits Soleimani assassinators: general

TEHRAN — The deputy chief of the
d e s IRGC Quds Force has said a harsh re-
venge awaits those behind the assassination of Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani, who was killed in a U.S.
drone strike in Iraq on January 3 of this year.

Talking to reporters on Friday, Brigadier General Mo-
hammad Hejazi said major funerals for martyrs Soleimani
and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis and the retaliatory missile
attack on the U.S. military base of Ain al-Assad were the
two slaps that the U.S. has received in the face from Iran.

“Those are only slaps, while the harsh revenge will
be taken,” Hejazi said, according to Tasnim.

He also warned those who ordered and perpetrated the
assassination attack, saying the Islamic Republic decides
how and when to take revenge based on the situation.

On January 3, U.S. President Donald Trump ordered
drone strikes that martyred Major General Soleimani, chief
of the IRGC Quds Force, and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis,
the deputy commander of Iraq’s Popular Mobilization
Units (PMU).

In the early hours of January 8, the IRGC attacked
Ain al-Assad airbase in western Iraq, where U.S. forces
were stationed, as part of its promised “tough revenge”

for the U.S. terror attack.

Iran has vowed to target whoever had a role in the
cowardly assassination of General Soleimani.

“This is a serious message,” IRGC Chief Major General
Hossein Salami said back in September.

In remarks on December 16, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said revenge for
the assassination is certain and will be exacted at the
right time.

Ayatollah Khamenei referred to the great funerals that
were held for the two commanders, saying the “unfor-
gettable” ceremonies “surprised the arrogant [powers’]
soft war generals and served as a first severe slap in the
face of the Americans.”

Ayatollah Khamenei said a tougher slap will still await
the arrogant powers by defeating them in the software
sector through the efforts of revolutionary youth and
faithful elite, and by expelling the U.S. forces from the
region through the joint efforts of countries that are
part of the resistance front.

“Of course, this harsh slap will be separate from the
revenge that will be exacted on those who ordered and
perpetrated General Soleimani’s killing, and this revenge

is certain [and will be taken] at the [earliest] possible
time,” he added.

Ayatollah Khamenei said General Soleimani’s “his-
toric” martyrdom turned him not only into a national
hero for Iranians, but also a hero for the entire Muslim
community.

IRGC Navy chlef pays v1s1t to Greater and Lesser Tunbs

POLITICA TEHRAN — Com-

S mander of the Islamic
Revolutlon Guards Corps Navy Rear Ad-
miral Ali Reza Tangsiri has paid a visit to
Greater and Lesser Tunbs islands in the
Persian Gulf to reiterate the prepared-
ness of the IRGC Navy to protect Iran’s
water borders and defend the interests

of the country, the IRGC news website
SepahNews reported.

The visit took place on Friday and the
Iranian commander was accompanied by
anumber of senior IRGC Navy generals.

During the visit, Tangsiri reviewed the
latest situation of combat readiness of the
troops stationed on the islands, underlin-

ing the need to maintain the readiness,
vigilance and full intelligence surveillance
on the sensitive area of their mission.

Tangriri said their field surveys show
that the Iranian forces, systems and equip-
ment are at a desirable level of readiness
to defend the water borders and the in-
terests and security of Iran.

MP warns FATF will complete the West’s puzzle in imposing sanctions on Iran

TEHRAN (FNA) — Vice-chairman of the Iranian
parliament’s Social Committee Abbas Goudarzi says the
Western states plot to boost efficiency of the sanctions
against Iran by coaxing the country into approving
the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) conventions
and requirements.

“The FATF conventions play a complementary role
to [the U.S. objectives pursued through] the nuclear
deal and sanctions against the Islamic Republic of
Iran,” Goudarzi told FNA on Saturday.

“The Westerners who failed to shut down Iran’s
sanctions-bypassing windows through the nuclear
deal are seeking to exert more pressure on the Irani-
an nation and are attempting to attain their goals via
the FATF conventions,” he added.

Goudarzi said that the FATF policymakers are the
U.S., Israel and Saudi Arabia which have used their
utmost attempts to exert pressure on Iran in the past
few years, even by banking and medical sanctions.

Earlier this month, Chairman of the Iranian Parlia-
ment’s Councils Committee Mohammad Saleh Jokar
also voiced opposition to the fulfillment of the Finan-
cial Action Task Force requirements by Iran, saying
that FATF policymakers are the main supporters of
terrorism in the world.

“Although the FATF claims its agenda is combat
against money laundering and countering financial
support for terrorists, its key policymakers play a direct
role in terrorist acts around the world,” Jokar told FNA.

“The main policymakers of the FATF are those who
played a fundamental and direct role in the assassina-
tion of (former commander of the IRGC Quds Force)
Martyr General Qassem Soleimani, (Iranian nuclear
scientist) Martyr Fakhrizadeh and our other martyrs.
How can we accept the leadership of such people in
the FATF?” he asked.

Jokar said that fulfilling the requirements of the
FATF, especially as the country is in the conditions of
sanctions, will practically disarm Iran against enemies.

The FATF placed Iran on its blacklist in February
after Tehran refused to fully adopt its provisions.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry at the time denounced
the move, and said the decision materialized what the
U.S., Israel and Saudi Arabia, the three sponsors of
terrorism in the Middle East, wished against Tehran.

“Unfortunately, this is also part of the politiciza-
tion of international mechanisms [carried out] by the
United States, Saudi Arabia, and the Zionist regime
(Israel). Given their influence on these mechanismes,
they are trying to politicize them,” former Iranian For-
eign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas Mousavi said.

“Saudi Arabia, as the central bank of terrorism and
the Zionist regime as a terrorist state, are providing
terrorist groups and organizations around the world
with the most support,” he added.

However, they blacklist Iran which has the highest
level of cooperation and transparency in the field of
combating money laundering and financing of ter-
rorists, he added.

Mousavi emphasized that Iran has been implementing
all laws and regulations related to money laundering
and financing of terrorism for more than two years,
saying, “International mechanisms have advantages
and disadvantages and placing Iran on FATF’s black-
list came despite all efforts we have made inside the
country and all regulations we have tried to observe.”

Iran has been required to fulfill dozens of FATF
recommendations to enhance its status from a black-
list of non-cooperative countries, while the country is
under U.S. sanctions. The country’s status in FATF has

no impact on toughening or easing the U.S. sanctions.

FATF has required Iran to implement a number of
moves that include endorsement of several conventions.

Palermo bill is one of the four government bills
seeking to bring Iran’s anti-money laundering and
countering terrorism financing standards into line
with those defined by the FATF.

The parliament has approved all the measures but
except for the bill that updates Iran’s domestic law on
countering financing of terrorism. All the rest have
been rejected by the Guardian Council — a watchdog
that ensures laws are in line with the Constitution
and Sharia.

The bills on Iran’s accession to the Palermo Con-
vention and the convention against the funding of
terrorism (CFT) were rejected by the Guardian Council
in November 2019 due to some flaws that violated the
country’s Constitution. The bills were then amended
by the Iranian Parliament, waiting for the next steps
in the Guardian Council.

To fulfill FATF requirements, President Hassan
Rouhani’s administration has proposed four bills to
the parliament for approval, two of which are still
undecided, including the Palermo Convention. They
have been referred to the Expediency Council for final
approval.

Yet, Iran has recently approved a national anti-money
laundering (AML), which was a domestically-devel-
oped bill.

In its October 2019 meeting, the FATF decided to
extend the deadline for Iran until February to complete
reforms under the specified action plan that includes
a list of 9 major moves, including the opening of its
financial transactions data bank to the FATF that
is headed by the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s
Assistant Secretary heading the Office of Terrorist
Financing and Financial Crimes Marshall Billingslea.

The Political-Defense-Security and Legal-Judicial
Commissions of the EC declared last January that
endorsement of the Palermo bill would run against
the country’s interests.
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‘IRAN IN FOCUS

E3 forced to back down

TEHRAN — The nu-
d e s Kk clear law passed by the
Iranian Parliament has forced the West to
change course on Iran in the nuclear issue,
Abolfazl Amouei, the spokesman for the
Iranian Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee, says.

Amouei said he believes that there are
signs that the Western parties to the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal — officially known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) —
have put aside their preconditions and claims.

“We are currently witnessing signs of a
change in the behavior of the Europeans but
they are still far from our demands. There-
fore, the Parliament will seriously pursue the
implementation of the strategic law on lifting
sanctions,” Amouei told Iran’s Parliament
news agency ICANA.

The senior lawmaker was referring to a
recent law passed by the Parliament that, if im-
plemented, would substantially increase Iran’s
nuclear activities. The nuclear law, officially
called “Strategic Action to Lift Sanctions and
Protect Nation’s Rights,” introduces a step-
by-step strategy for the Iranian government
to increase nuclear activities in few months
if the other side failed to implement certain
commitments. The law is part of a broader
strategy that aims to lift the United States
sanctions on Iran and was put forward by the
lawmakers in early November. Itaims to force
the United States into lifting sanctions on
Iran by doubling down on nuclear activities.

The law obliges the government to con-
siderably speed up nuclear activities such as
increasing uranium enrichment level to 20%
and employing more advanced centrifuges. It
also requires the government to suspend the
voluntary implementation of the Additional
Protocol to the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) a few months after the ratifi-
cation of it if the parties to the nuclear deal
between Iran and world powers failed to
uphold their obligations under the JCPOA.

Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf has said this law will enhance Iran’s
nuclear program while enabling the country
to overcome the U.S. sanctions.

“This plan will strengthen the industry
and the practical achievements of nucle-
ar scientists and pave the way for Iran to

overcome sanctions. This law, along with
the reactions of other relevant agencies, in
addition to reviving Iran’s nuclear industry,
creates deterrence against the enemy and
security for the people,” the speaker said in
November.

Amouei said the nuclear law has pushed
the Europeans into changing their behavior
and decisions, adding that the law was de-
signed to achieve this goal.

“The Strategic Action law to Lift Sanctions
was formulated with the approach of forcing
Western countries into revising their foreign
policy on Iran,” Amouei noted, adding, “This
law obliges the Atomic Energy Organization
[of Iran] to strengthen our country’s nuclear
program in line with peaceful goals, and also
forces Western countries to take measures
to reduce sanctions in order to gain access
to Iran’s nuclear facilities.”

He pointed out, “From the foreign reac-
tions we received after the adoption of the
strategic law on the elimination of sanctions
in the Parliament, we understand that this
law has had its effect in the international
arena and has forced the Western parties
to reconsider their policies.”

According to the spokesman of the parlia-
mentary committee, Western countries have
reconsidered issues such as extending the
JCPOA’s sunset clauses and regional issues
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after the Parliament adopted the nuclear law.

“Strategic talks on the sunset clauses and
regional talks with Iran are among the issues
that Western countries have reconsidered
following the passage of the Parliament's
law,” Amouei pointed out.

The lawmaker said during the recent
JCPOA ministerial meeting it was obvious
that Western sides have backed down on
their preconditions.

“The latest round of talks between the
foreign ministers of the P4 + 1 countries
shows that the policy of the Parliament has
forced them to give up their preconditions,
and media reports such as the Guardian show
that they have given up their preconditions
and claims in the first place. Therefore, we
believe that the implementation of this law
will continue the path of achieving the goals
of the Iranian nation more than before,”
Amouei stated.

He was referring to last week’s JCPOA min-
isterial meeting during which the Europeans
agreed to put aside their preconditions. In
an effort to discuss the latest developments
surrounding the Iran nuclear deal, the foreign
ministers of Iran, China, France, Germany,
the Russian Federation and the United King-
dom, as well as the High Representative of
the European Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, held a virtual meeting on

Monday during which they exchanged views
on a range of issues related to the JCPOA
such as preserving and fully implementing
the deal, reiterating the need to continue
the cooperation between Iran and the UN
nuclear watchdog, and more importantly the
prospect of a U.S. return to the nuclear deal.

The meeting was tense and lasted two
hours. However, all participants agreed to
preserve the deal and not to set any precon-
ditions for its revival.

Earlier in November, the European sig-
natories to the JCPOA — France, Germany
and the UK (E3)- had called for a new deal
with Iran because they claimed, the existing
one is no longer enough.

“Areturn to the previous agreement will
not suffice anyway. There will have to be a
kind of ‘nuclear agreement plus,” which is
also in our interest. We have clear expecta-
tions of Iran: no nuclear weapons, but also
no ballistic missile program that threatens
the entire region. Iran also needs to play a
different role in the region,” German For-
eign Minister Heiko Maas said in a recent
interview with the German magazine, Der
Spiegel. He added, “We need this agreement
precisely because we distrust Iran. | have
already coordinated with my French and
British counterparts on this.”

But the Europeans abandoned their push
to expand the nuclear deal, at least for now.
Following the ministerial meeting, the Guard-
ian reported that the E3 foreign ministers
have agreed not to set fresh preconditions
onarevival of the Iran nuclear deal, believ-
ing Tehran and Washington should be able
to come back into full compliance with the
agreement without at this stage needing to
accept to extend or strengthen it.

“In what may prove the most significant
development, itis understood that the three
European powers are content for any discus-
sions on extending and strengthening the
deal to wait,” the British newspaper said.

It also quoted one senior EU diplomat
as saying that “everyone around the table
agreed on the need to preserve the deal and
to convince the U.S. that it is much better to
go back to the deal the way it is and without
preconditions and without saying yes we
want to add something more.”

Iran warns Israel against any aggression

TEHRAN — In a stark warning to
d e sk |srael, Tehran has said it will give a
“strong and massive” response to any Israeli aggression
against Iran’s national interests, according to Aljazeera.

“Israel must know that our response to aggression
against our national security will be strong and mas-
sive,” Aljazeera quoted an Iranian official as saying
on Saturday afternoon.

“Israel is looking for excuses to drag the region
into a tension that creates chaos in the last days of the
Trump presidency,” the official told Aljazeera.

The Iranian warning came against a backdrop of
heightened tensions between Iran and Israel and the
United States, just a few days before the first martyr-
dom anniversary of Iran’s top military official Qassem
Soleimani, who was assassinated in an American drone
strike near Baghdad airport on January 3. 2020 while
visiting Iraq.

Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, deputy head of the Iraqi
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), who accompa-
nied Lieutenant General Soleimani upon his arrival
in Baghdad, was also assassinated.

The strike was ordered by U.S. President Donald
Trump, a reckless move that brought Iran and the
United States close to an all-out war as General Soleim-
ani was an influential figure in Iran and beyond. In
response, Iran showered a U.S. airbase in western Iran
with missiles, causing brain injury among dozens of
American servicemen.

However, Iran has said time and again that the ulti-
mate revenge for the assassination of General Soleimani
would be far more important than a missile strike on
aU.S. base. Itwould be the withdrawal of U.S. forces
from the region.

In his recent meeting with a group of the organizers
for commemorating the martyrdom anniversary of
General Haj Qassem Soleimani and Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis, Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution, said that the missile strike

on the American airbase of Ain al-Asad was another
slap on the face of America. But the tougher slap, the
Leader said, would be the soft victory over the super-
ficial hegemony of arrogance and the expulsion of the
Americas from the region.

The Leader also vowed revenge for the martyrs of
the Resistance Front.

“Millions attending Martyrs Soleimani and Abu
Mahdi’s funerals in Iraq and Iran was the first severe
slap to the U.S. But the worse one is overcoming the
hegemony of arrogance and expelling the U.S. from
the region. Of course, revenge will be taken on those
who ordered it and the murderers,” the Leader stated.

As Iran and Irag are preparing to commemorate the
anniversary of the assassination of General Soleima-
ni and al-Muhandis, in a provocative move intended
to escalate tensions in the region the U.S. has sent a
submarine to the Persian Gulf and reportedly Israel
is following suit.

On Monday, the U.S. announced the arrival of the
nuclear-powered submarine USS Georgia in the Persian
Gulf. The submarine is equipped with Tomahawk mis-
siles. The U.S. has just four Ohio class guided-missile
submarines, none of which has traveled to the Persian
Gulfin eight years.

Israel has also reportedly sent a submarine to the
Persian Gulf, according to The Washington Post. The
American newspaper said an Israeli submarine has
embarked for the Persian Gulf, crossing through the
Suez Canal and the Red Sea. The Washington Post
said the above-water, fully visible Israeli deployment
into the Suez Canal and then the Red Sea was “a clear
warning to Iran” following the assassination of top
Iranian nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh in late
November.

On November 27 at 14:30, the convoy of Fakhriza-
deh suddenly came under attack on a highway in the
small city of Absard in Damavand County, about 40
kilometers east of the capital Tehran. The scientist
lost his life during the attack. Iranian officials were
quick to point the finger at Israel, which has carried
out many assassination operations against lranian
nuclear scientists over the past decade. Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Javad Zarif said in a tweet on the
day of the assassination that the attack was carried out
with “serious indications of Israeli role.” Since then,
several Iranian officials have vowed to take revenge
against Israel.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has also pointed
the finger at Israel and vowed revenge for the assas-
sinated scientist but he said Iran will not fall into the
trap of Israel.

“All think tanks and all enemies of Iran should know
well that the Iranian nation and the country’s author-
ities are more courageous and zealous than to let this
criminal act go unanswered. The relevant authorities
will respond to this crime at the proper time,” Rouhani
was quoted by state news agency IRNA one day after
the assassination.

The Iranian president noted, “The Iranian nation
is wiser and smarter than to fall in the trap of the
Zionists (Israel). They are after chaos and sedition.
They should understand that we know their plans and
they will not achieve their ominous goals.”

Intelligence Ministry rejects rumors against Afghan nationals in Iran

TEHRAN — Iran’s In-
d e s telligence Ministry has is-
sued a statement rejecting that it has published
warnings to Afghan nationals living in Iran.

The statement said that there have been
rumors and stories circulating on social media
against Afghan nationals in Iran that intend
to create panic and fear among them.

“The Ministry of Intelligence has not
released such stories,” the statement said.

The statement also underlined that the
only source of news for the ministry is the

Center for Public Relations and Informa-
tion and any kind of news, statements, and
warnings will be solely published through
the ministry’s website.

Iran, Syria establish to establish joint bank, SWIFT to facilitate trade

TEHRAN — Gol Mohammadi, amem-
d e s ber of Iran’s headquarters of economic
development with Iraqand Syria, said on Saturday that Iran
is going to launch a joint bank and internal SWIFT system
with Syria to facilitate bilateral trade.

He said Iran isadopting a range of measures including the
establishment of a joint bank to increase trade ties with Syria.

“The establishment of this bank will change the trade
equation between Iran and Syria,” Gol Mohammadi told
the Fars news agency.

According to Gol Mohammadi, Iran is making efforts
to establish an “internal SWIFT” system between Iran and
Syria to counter sanctions.

“Technical preparations of this system are in the final

stage and it will resolve the problem of transferring money
between Iran and Syria,” the trade official said.

He also said that Iran is working to establish a joint cham-
ber of commerce between Iran and Syria.

“Iran-Syria joint chamber of commerce will officially
begin its work in the few coming months,” Gol Moham-
madi noted, adding that Iran has already established the
Iranian Trade Center in Syria, where 30 Iranian firms
have opened offices.

Gol Mohammadi pointed out that the transit issue is one
of the impediments to the expansion of Iran-Syria economic
relations, adding that “completing Iran’s land route to Syria
will have a tremendous effect on the expansion of relations
between the two countries.”

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

SPORTS

Wrestler Hassan Yazdani
turns 26

TEHRAN — Iranian freestyle wrestler Hassan
d e sk vyazdaniturned 26 on Saturday.

The coaching staff and players of Greco-Roman and Freestyle
wrestling teams celebrated his birthday at the Khaneye Koshti
(House of Wrestling) in Tehran.

second successive gold at the Olympics in Tokyo.
He won a gold medal at the 2016 Olympic Games after de-
feating Russian wrestler Aniuar Geduev in the 74kg final bout.
The two-time world championships gold medal winner, who
wrestles at the 86kg category, was chosen as the most popular
freestyle wrestler in the world in November through a poll by
United World Wrestling (UWW).

Tehran avalanche death toll
reaches 8

TEHRAN — Death toll in a fatal avalanche
d e s in Tehran reached eight.

On Friday, Hamid Mosaedian, head of mountain medicine
committee of Mountaineering Federation of Iran, announced that
two mountaineers have been killed in an avalanche in Kolakchal,
amountain summit outside Tehran.

On Saturday, he said six more mountaineers have been found dead.

According to him, rescue workers continue to search for several
missing people in Tochal, Kolackchal and Ahar.

Tehran is located at the foot of the Alborz mountain range,
which is home to several ski resorts. The heavy snow in several
parts of Iran has closed many roads.

Tehran derby rescheduled
for Jan. 10

TEHRAN —Tehran derby between Persepolis
d e s and Esteghlal has been rescheduled for Jan. 10.

The match was originally scheduled to be held on Match-
day 8 of Iran Professional League (IPL) but it was postponed
after Persepolis advanced to the final match of the 2020 AFC
Champions League.

Now, Iran Football League Organization has announced that
the derby will be held on Jan. 10 in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium.

Esteghlal, who sit fourth in the IPL table with 12 points, two
points adrift of leaders Gol Gohar with one game in hands, are
going to end their eight-year’s title drought.

Titleholders Persepolis are also looking forward to win the
title for the fifth successive time.

Persepolis coach awards his
ACL medal to fan’s son

TEHRAN — Persepolis football team head
d e s Kk coach Yahya Golmohammadi awarded the
silver medal of the 2020 AFC Champions League to the son of
the late Persepolis fan.

Behrouz Khorshidian Yasuj, 33, unable to cope with Persepolis’
loss to Ulsan Hyundai in the final, died due to cardiac arrest a
day after the match.

He is survived by his eight years old son and his wife.

Persepolis lost to Ulsan Hyundai of South Korea 2-1 in the
final match on Saturday in Doha, Qatar.

On Saturday, Golmohammadi met with Sami in Yasuj, the
capital of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad province, southwest
Iran, and awarded him the silver medal as well as the Persepolis
shirt signed by the team’s players.

“The defeat against Ulsan Hyundai in the ACL final match
is painful but the loss of our fan is more painful. We want to
make the Persepolis fans happy in our league by winning the
title once again,” Golmohammadi said during his meeting with
Khorshidian’s family.

Friendly: Iran U16 football
team victorious over Tajikistan

TEHRAN — Iran U16 football team edged past
d e sk Tajikistan 1-0inafriendly match on Saturday.
In the match held on a snowy day in Dushanbe, Amir Ebra-
himzadeh scored the only goal of the match in the 28th minute
Iran defeated Tajikistan 4-1 in their first match.
Mohammad-Taqi Saberi, Iran’s ambassador to Tajikistan,
attended the match in the National Stadium.

Taremi voted AFC
International Player of Week

Mehdi Taremi defeated his countrymen Ali Gholizadeh and Sardar
Azmoun to be named the AFC International Player of the Week.
With much of Europe deep in its winter cold, Asia’s players
abroad continued to turn up the heat, with 10 contenders based
in six separate countries in the discussion for this week’s award.
B Mehdi Taremi (FC Porto, IR Iran)
78 minutes, 1 assist, 94% pass accuracy (2-0 v Nacional)
Tranian striker Taremi returned to the list despite not finding the
back of the netin Porto’s Primeira Liga win over Nacional. He did,
however, set up agoal for striker partner Moussa Marega, with Taremi
supplying four goals and one assist in his last eight appearances.
(Source: the-afc)
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Iran, Armenia agree to expand
long-term energy co-op

Emphasizing that in the meeting the basic points were
agreed, and the solution of some small and technical points were
postponed to the near future, he said: “The two delegations in
this meeting tried to take into account the mutual interests of
the two countries.”

Iran and Armenia signed a gas-for-electricity barter deal in
2004, based on which, for a 20-year period, Iran would export
gas to Armenia to be consumed by the country’s power plants,
and in return, Iran imports electricity from Armenia.

Armenia started importing gas from Iran since mid-2009.

Iran and Armenia have been cooperating for years in gas and
electricity swap, and two-way economic and political ties have
grown in tandem with an increase in trade.

Water, electricity sector’s science,
technology park established

TEHRAN — Iranian Electrical Power Equip-

d e s Kk ment Manufacturlng and Provision Company
(known as SATKAB) established a science and technology park
with the aim of facilitating and accelerating the activities of knowl-
edge-based and research-oriented companies and with the perspective
of supporting domestic manufacturing and export development
in the water and electricity sector.

Development of technology and support of technology-based
businesses in the water and electricity industry and providing a
suitable platform to meet the needs of private knowledge-based
and research-oriented companies is one of the priorities set by
SATKAB.

Tax exemptions and the provision of free water and electric-
ity to knowledge-based companies operating in the science and
technology park are also among the measures taken to support
research-based activities in the water and electricity industry.

The mentioned facilities are on the agenda of this specialized
parentcompany (SATKAB) in order to support domestic products
in the water and electricity industry and to guarantee the market
for them.

It was reported last week that SATKAB is going to hold a per-
manent exhibition for water and electricity sectors’ products and
services virtually.

According to SATKAB’s Director-General for Commercial
Affairs Abbas Jafari, introducing water and electricity products,
especially in the knowledge-based fields, through permanent and
temporary exhibitions has been one of the priorities of SATKAB.

“However, there have been some changes in the company’s
programs due to the spread of the coronavirus, and we are going
to hold the exhibitions virtually,” Jafari said.

Such virtual exhibitions will be held with the aim of introducing
products manufactured in the water and electricity industry and
for establishing interactions between investors, producers, and
exporters, he noted, adding: “It will also be a good opportunity to
indigenize the knowledge for producing items that are currently
imported into the country by relying on the potentials of domestic
companies and research institutions.”

These exhibitions will be an opportunity to develop the coun-
try’s water and electricity industry in order to boost exports and
support domestic production, he stated.

Strengthening provincial
chambers of commerce’s
dialogue councils a necessity

TEHRAN — The director of the Secretariat of

d e s the Government-Private Sector Dialogue Council
said: “Strengthening the dialogue councils of the provincial cham-
bers of commerce is a tool that helps to reflect regional problems
and solve them.”

Mohsen Ameri made the remarks referring to the publication
of the first report evaluating and monitoring the performance of
the provincial dialogue councils, the news portal of Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
reported on Saturday.

He wenton to point out the importance of evaluating the perfor-
mance of provincial dialogue councils, and said that performance
evaluation is essential to improve the performance of dialogue
councils, because there is a point in the field of management that says
anything that is not evaluated cannot be managed and improved.

He further said that the performance evaluation mechanism of
the provincial councils provided a basis for the secretariat of the
councils to learn from each other’s successful performance and
to establish their relationship at the regional level.

Ameri also said that a report has been recently prepared by the
Secretariat of the Government-Private Sector Dialogue Council,
that while introducing the indicators and components of each
subgroup, an analysis of the situation of different provinces re-
lated to each indicator in the evaluation period of the first half of
the current Iranian calendar year (March 20-September 21) has
been presented.
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lran’s gas
transmission
capacity hits
818mcm/d

ECIYCNTRY TEHRAN — Iranian Gas
d e s Transmission Company
(IGTC)’s managing director said the trans-
mission capacity of the national gas network
has reached 818 million cubic meters per
day (mcm/d).
Mehdi Jamshidi-Dana said the figure
shows a three-percent rise year on year.
Referring to the planned maintenance
of 86 pressure boosting stations and more
than 37,000 kilometers of high-pressure
pipelines, the official stated, “In the first
eight months of this [lranian calendar]
year (March 20-November 20], 163 billion
cubic meters (bcm) of gas were transferred

to consumption points. In this sector, we
also saw a four-percent increase compared
tolastyear.”

Interms of the storage of gas in the country,
Jamshidi-Dana said that in the cold season
and at maximum consumption the gas stor-
ages help the stability of the gas transmission
network, adding, “In the first eight months
of thisyear we saw a 17-percent increase in
gas injection to Sarajeh underground gas
storage (UGS) and a 26-percent increase in
gas injection to Shourijeh UGS.”

The mentioned storages supply gas to six
northern and northeastern provinces that
are far from the southern gas-rich regions,

eliminating the need for importing gas from
Turkmenistan.

Reproduction from Sarajeh and Shouri-
jeh storages increased by 33 percent in the
past Iranian calendar year compared to the
preceding year, according to Ahmad Rajabi,
director of technical affairs at the National
Iranian South Oil Company (NISOC).

As one of the world’s top gas producers,
Iranis planning to expand its underground
natural gas storage capacity to ensure that
enough natural gas is available during peak

demand periods to avoid electricity supply
shortfalls in the future.

According to the National Iranian Gas
Company (NIGC)’s plans, the capacity of the
two storage facilities, Sarajeh and Shourijeh,
is planned to increase to over seven billion
cubic meters in near future.

Back in November 2019, NIGC announced
that the company had awarded the develop-
ment project of Shourijeh gas storage facility
to an Iranian company based on a build-op-
erate-transfer (BOT) contract.

Mines of Iran hold 27 widely used minerals

TEHRAN — The mines of Iran have 27
d e s widely used minerals, according to the head
of the Iranian Mining Engineering Organization (IMEO).

Taqi Nabi said that Iran produces 13 major minerals
in the world and is among the top 10 countries in this due.

He further referred to the government’s plan for reviving
the idle mines across the country, and said, “The government
has taken good steps to return the closed mines to the pro-
duction cycle, and good expert measures have been taken.”

Mining units are given a three-month opportunity to
determine the status of stagnant and inactive mines in order
to revive them, he added.

He further stated that the most important reasons for
the stagnation of the activities of the country’s mining units
are the financial problems of investors, the wear and tear
of machinery and disagreements among the governmental
and local bodies.

In mid-October, the previous head of Iranian Mines and
Mining Industries Development and Renovation Organi-
zation (IMIDRO) had announced that 157idle small-scale
mines had been revived throughout the country since the
beginning of the current Iranian calendar year (March 20).

Saying that the mentioned mines had been reactivated
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as part of acomprehensive program for reviving idle small
mines across the country, Khodadad Gharibpour also an-
nounced that 200 mines were planned to be put back into
operation by the end of the year.

As reported, under the framework of the mentioned
program, 672 idle mines have been identified and prior-
itized in the current Iranian calendar year, and diagnostic

procedures have been performed on 194 mines to determine
the reasons for the halt in their production.

According to Gharibpour, since the beginning of the pro-
gram in March 2019 up to date 303 mines had been revived.

The mentioned program, which has been at the forefront
of IMIDRO’s missions over the past two years, is being
pursued in several provinces.

The head of IMIDRO has mentioned this plan as one of
the most significant plans of “Resistance Economy”, saying
that IMIDRO is strongly determined to carry out it.

Reviving the small mines not only is a major step toward
materializing “Surge in Production”, which is the motto of
the current Iranian calendar year, it also plays a significant
role in job creation throughout the country, Gharibpour
said back in June.

As reported, reviving the small mines has created 300
job opportunities in the first quarter of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20-June 20).

Following this program, so far various small-scale mines
including chromite, manganese, hematite, and dolomite,
iron ore, copper, and construction stone mines have been
surveyed by monitoring and diagnosing the problems of the
mines and providing solutions for resolving their issues.

Over $25b of investment to create 102,000

Liquid fuel consumption increases

jobs in free, special economic zones

TEHRAN — Some
d e sk 1000 trillion rials
(around $24 billion at the official rate of
42,000 rials) plus $1.5 billion of foreign
investment is forecast to be invested in free
and special economic zones of the country,
creating 102,500 jobs by August next year,
according to Morteza Bank, the secretary
of Iranian Free Zones High Council.

The job opportunities will be created
through implementing 320 development
projects in free zones and 200 projectsin
special economic zones by August next year,
which marks the end of the administration
of President Hassan Rouhani, Bank stated.

More than 40 percent of Iran’s exports
is done through the country’s free trade
zones and special economic zones, Bank
said in September.

The value of exports from Iran’s free
trade zones and special economic zones
stood at $17 billion during the past Iranian
calendar year (ended on March 19).

There are currently seven free trade
zones and 25 special economic zones in Iran.

Establishment of free trade zones in Iran
dates back to Iranian calendar year 1368
(March 1989- March 1990) following the fall
in the country’s oil income in the preceding
year which prompted the government to
promote the non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran
were established in the Persian Gulfislands
of Kish and Qeshm.

Some five other free trade zones have
been also established in the country since
then, including Chabahar in southeastern
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, Arvand in

southwestern Khuzestan Province, An-
zali in northern Gilan Province, Aras in
East-Azarbaijan Province and Maku in
West-Azarbaijan Province, both in the
northwest of the country.

Considering the important role that
the free trade zones play in promoting the
country’s export and employment, Iran is
seriously pursuing the development of its
existing zones and establishment of new
zones as well.

More development measures in this field
have been taking since the U.S. re-imposi-
tion of sanctions on the Iranian economy
in November 2018, as Iran is reducing
its dependence on the oil income while
elevating its domestic production and
non-oil exports.

Although the sanctions have disrupted
Iran’s economic activities, they could not
impede the development of Iranian free
zones; in fact, the development of these
zones has been even accelerated.

Many strides made for increasing
activities in the free zones have played a
significant part in boosting the country’s
non-oil exports and brought prosperity in
the other economic sectors.

in power plants
TEHRAN — The man-

CHE aging director of Iran’s
Thermal Power Plant Holding (TPPH)
said the amount of gas delivered to power
plants has decreased due to the increase
in consumption of the domestic sector
and in contrast, the amount of liquid
fuel consumption in them has increased.

Mohsen Tarztalab, in an exclusive in-
terview with IRNA on Friday added: “In
recent days, the amount of gas delivered
to power plants has decreased compared
to previous weeks, and this has led to an
increase in liquid fuel consumption in
some power plants.”

In recent days, the amount of liquid
fuel consumption in power plants has
exceeded the amount of delivered gas,
he stated.

Tarztalab said the amount of Mazut and
gas oil used daily by some power plants
has increased, which will be problematic
if continues.

He said: “We are calling on the National
Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) to increase
the amount of delivered gas to the power
plants, but they have announced that due
to the increase in consumption in the do-
mestic and commercial sectors, gas will
now be allocated to these sectors more.”

The trend of increasing cold, which
has increased gas consumption in the
domestic sector, has slowed down the
supply of gas to power plants, and it is
hoped that effective action can be taken
in this regard with the cooperation of the
NIGC to increase gas delivered to power
plants, he added.

On Friday, the managing director of
National Iranian Gas Company warned
about the rising trend of gas consumption
in the country as the winter has come.

Hasan Montazer Torbati said, “The
current situation is a warning step to
consider the issue of optimizing energy
consumption in parallel with the increase
in gas production because we will see an
increase in consumption every year and
gas supply to industries will be limited
and condition will worsen every year.”

“This year, we saw the spread of the
coronavirus to the point that even in the
summer, gas consumption increased even
more because the consumption of hot
water increased, and according to expert
analysis, this is part of the reason for this
increase”, the official added.

He went on to say, “Of course, tradi-
tionally, energy consumption in different
sectors in our country is high and this can
cause a further increase in the consump-
tion of gas and other types of energy in
the country to the extent that in summer
we saw a seven to a 10-percent increase
in consumption, while this issue is now
more noticeable in winter.”

Commodities worth over $317m traded at IME in a week

TEHRAN— During the past Iranian
d e s calendar week (ended on Friday), com-
modities worth over $317 million were traded at Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME).

The exchange sold 342,474 tons of commodities on its
mineral and industrial trading floor worth $185.5 million,
including 330,869 tons of steel, 2,350 tons of aluminum,
5,530 tons of copper, 120 tons of molybdenum sulfur, 15
tons of precious metals concentrate, 100 tons of cast iron,
5,000 tons of iron ore concentrate and 21 kg of gold bars.

Furthermore, the IME traded a total of 297,708 tons
of commodities on its export pit with a trading value of
nearly $132 million. Traded commodities on this floor
were 99,000 tons of vacuum bottom, 64,441 tons of bi-
tumen, 61,196 tons of polymeric products, 31,335 tons of
chemicals, 27,000 tons of lube cut, 170 tons of insulation,
2,036 tons of base 0il, 2,000 tons of slop wax, 100 tons of
argon and 1,300 tons of sulfur.

Based on this report, the IME was also a platform for

trades of 2,453 tons of various commodities on its side
market.

As previously reported, over 2.77 million tons of products
worth $1.32 billion were traded at the IME during the ninth
Iranian calendar month Azar (November 21-December 20),
indicating 57 percent growth in terms of value compared
to its preceding month.

Based on the report released by the IME’s Public Re-
lations Department, also the volume of monthly trades at
the IME indicates a 42-percent rise.

As shown by the figures, the industrial and mineral
spot market of the exchange traded 1.178 million tons of
basic commodities worth of $697 million, of which steel
sections accounted for 1.137 million tons among an array
of underlying commaodities like copper, precious metals
concentrates, molybdenum, aluminum, coke, zinc, cast-
iron and gold bar.

The petrochemical and oil-related market of the IME saw
trades of 1.559 million tons of polymers, chemicals, vacuum

bottom and bitumen for which the flagship commodities
were vacuum bottom (530,000 tons), bitumen (467,000
tons), polymers (245,000 tons), chemicals (218,000 tons),
and Lube cut with a quantity of 144,000 tons.

In the agricultural market of the exchange 320 kilograms
of premium saffron changed hands.

Meanwhile, the side market of the exchange traded
3350 tons of OTC products and commodities.

IME is one of the four major stock markets of Iran, the
other three markets are Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market known also as Iran
Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX).

In late April, IME Managing Director Hamed Soltani-Ne-
jad unveiled the market’s new outlook plan, which depicts
IME’s development roadmap until the Iranian calendar
year of 1404 (March 20205-March 2026). Materializing the
slogan of this Iranian year, which is “Surge in Production”
is seriously considered in the mentioned plan and itis, in
fact, the strategic approach of the outlook plan.
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American embassy in Baghdad isa military,
Intelligence and espionage agency: lraqi expert

»‘

Meanwhile, Tehran has proven
its ability to bring in whom it wants to
prosecute in its territory; as happened
in the past months when Iran brought
four people who were wanted due to se-
curity charges from the U.S., France,
Pakistan, and the UAE. After Soleimani’s
assassination, Iran faced another terror
operation, the assassination of nuclear
scientist Mohsen Fakhri Zadeh by the
Israeli Mossad last month.

Tehran must respond forcefully and
punish the Zionist authorities for this
crime, otherwise it will be considered
an easy target that can be struck when
its enemies wish.

This is contrary to what we expect
from the Islamic Republic, which con-
siders deterrence as the most effective
strategy. Itis Iran’s trump card in front
of its enemies.

If Iran loses this card, the other cards
and options will fail.

Iran will not risk remaining silentand
admit the strike without a response, but
the time, place, and manner of retaliation
are dependent on wisdom, management,
and calculation of the results with ex-
treme precision.

This policy is what the Islamic Re-
public has followed previously, but at
the same time it does not want to be
dragged into a military confrontation
thatisill-considered, incalculable, and
atatime imposed by the enemy oniit; in
such acircumstance, itisfacing arogue
presidentwho is now considered like a
wounded lion after losing the American
elections to Biden, who has pledged to
return to the Iran nuclear deal.

Trump withdrew the U.S. adminis-
tration from the JCPOA and now tries
to make the situation difficult and ham-
per Biden'’s possible return to the deal
through a reckless movement that may
drag the region into a war with an un-
predictable result.

Firing rockets at the American em-
bassy in Baghdad by unknown parties
is just an excuse, and the White House
always blamed factions affiliated with
Iran.

Meanwhile, the commander of the
Quds Force, Ismail Qaani, visited Bagh-
dad a few days ago and met with Iraqi
Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kazemi and
Iraqi officials to inform them that Iran
is not responsible for the attacks against
U.S. interests in Iraq, which shows Iran
isaware of an American plot to drag the
region into awar.

However, Iran is not entering a mili-
tary confrontation that Washington has
determined its time and location.

It is mentioned that sometime ago
Trump asked his senior advisers in a
meeting in the White House whether
he had options to take military action
against Iran’s main nuclear sites, but
his team advised him against such a risk
because a strike against Iran’s facilities
could easily escalate into a broader con-
flict in the last weeks of his presidency.

After the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) said Iran’s stockpile
of enriched uranium is 12 times more
than the amount permitted under a2015
nuclear deal with world powers which
came as a response to the U.S. withdrawal
from the JCPOA, Trump demanded the
Iranians to hold new negotiations with
him, but he did not receive an answer
from Tehran.

American authorities have justified
their move by sending B52 bombers
carrying nuclear warheads and heavy
ammunition, which have been deployed
before January 2021, by claiming that the
planes were sent to the region to deter

“Regarding Iraq, | should say that Iraqis
are afraid of Biden’s attitude and plan
(once he was vice president under the

Obama era) to divide Iraq into three states
for the Kurds, Sunni Arabs, and Shia Arabs
and to demarcate new borders for new
Middle East (West Asia).”

aggression and reassure U.S. partners
and allies.

This was followed by the sending of
the nuclear submarine (USS Georgia),
which carries about 54 Tomahawk guided
missiles to the (Persian) Gulf, in addition
to the Israeli submarine crossing the
Suez Canal heading to the same region
is a provocative step against Iran.

But what is remarkable about this
move is thatitis declared publicly and is
covered by media, while neither America
nor Israel has previously revealed the
movement of its military units with this
clarity.

This gives an impression that the goal
is to send messages that are clear and open
to Iran to deter it from taking revenge
for the assassination of Soleimani and
al-Muhandis in Baghdad.

It seems that Americans want to set
a firewall to limit the fires of a battle.

M Do you think that the U.S is
serious aboutclosing its embassy
in lrag? Whatwould be the reper-
cussions of such a step?

In September America had threat-
ened to close its embassy in Baghdad,
according to its Secretary of State Pom-
peo, which ignited protests among lraqi
political circles, between supporters and
opponents.

Pro-American figures inside the Iraqi
government described such a step as
dangerous, warning of dire consequences
if America fulfilled this threat.

In line with the Iraqi government,
some political groups that are affiliated
with the American embassy and their
electronic army and trolls made every
effort to portray adark reality as a result
of this procedure.

As for the seriousness of the American
administration to take this measure, |
think the issue would not be easy. It means
concession of defeat and leaving the bat-
tlefield in favor of its archenemy Iran.

The American embassy in Baghdad is
not an ordinary diplomatic institution
butitisamilitary, intelligence, and es-
pionage agency that manages all hostile
activities and provocative actions against
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

In addition, the embassy hosts a
special cell for Mossad that manages
its operations in Iraq and the region,

besides its military, logistical, and air
defense capabilities.

The issue of closing the American
embassy in the Iraqi capital is just a
fantasy and delusion that functions as
atest balloon or leverage.

The most that America can do is to
close the doors of the embassy and send
its ambassador to Erbil for a few days,
to show that it is serious by this step
and will carry out some of its threats.

M Do you think that the incom-
ing Biden administration’s policies
will differ sharply from Trump’s
regarding lraq?

The policy of the White House in
general does not change at all with the
change of names and personnel, or the
exchange of a Republican president with
a Democrat, especially in the interna-
tional scene.

In fact, the interests of Israel isa prior-
ity and all presidents compete to achieve
this interest that has been unchangeable
in recent decades.

Every president who came in power did
his best to prove that he is better among
othersin obeying the orders of the Zionist
lobby and gaining its approval.

The difference is in approach and speed.
Some presidents rushed to fulfill Israeli
ambitions while others were slow to repair
America’s international reputation, but
the goal is the same, supporting interests
of the Jewish state.

On the domestic side, of course, there
isarelative difference between the Dem-
ocratic and Republican parties on the one
hand, and between the presidents them-
selves, regardless of the party to which
they belong, on the other hand.

Each party has goals and principles
that it seeks and follows. Each president
also has made pledges to his voters in the
election campaigns.

In the Middle East (West Asia) we are
not interested in or affected by American
presidents’ domestic policies.

What affects us is their handling of the
conflict with Israel, which has proven all
events over the years of the Palestinian
uprising, the complete bias toward Israel
by America.

Regarding Iraq, | should say that Iraqis
are afraid of Biden'’s attitude and plan
(once he was vice president under the

Obama era) to divide Iraq into three states
for the Kurds, Sunni Arabs, and Shia
Arabs and to demarcate new borders
for new Middle East (West Asia).

Nevertheless, this project failed due
to the support of Russia and Iran for
the Syrian Republic and (protecting) its
territorial sovereignty.

So, | do not think that this idea will
return again as a clear project, though
itis a strategic goal for Israel.

Tel Aviv is seeking the elimination
of Iraq as a unified country, and their
presence in northern Iraqg has increased
as they are working continuously to split
the region.

Israel must pave the way to take asuch
step while they failed in the ISIS case
which its mission was to destroy Iraq.

B \wWhy do Western countries al-
ways criticize lran under the pretext
of human rights and democracy,
while turn a blind eye to what is
goingon in Palestine and Yemen?

As Arabs and Muslims, we have be-
come accustomed to double standards
and a distorted view by the West on the
same issues.

The scale in which they measure the
various issues is dependent on their in-
terests and ideologies.

As for terms like democracy, justice,
equality, and human rights, they are the
only tools to be exploited. They are used
to implement their plans by attractive
slogans.

They use these slogans when they
need them and then they violate the
same standards when it doesn’t serve
their interests.

The only constant standard for West-
ern powers is their interest and the rest
are invaluable terms. The simplest ex-
ample of this is their attack on Iran while
they justify the unjust blockade of the
Islamic Republic on the accusation of
its lack of democracy and its violation
of human rights.

At the same time, they protect tyran-
nical and dictatorial regimes in which
no elections are held and freedom of
opinion is prohibited.

In these regimes nobody dare question
or criticize rulers who dominate their
country, corrupt families who oppress
their people, oppress minorities, and rob
them of their most basic rights and do
not have the lowest levels of freedom.

They prefer not to see this paradox,
rather they support aggressive countries
against the weakened countries.

In contrast to all human values
which the West claims upholds, they
are watching people dying of hunger,
poverty, and disease, and sell bombs
and missiles to be used against unarmed
people by tyrannical regimes.

They stand openly with the aggressor
and justify their position by achieving le-
gitimacy at the expense of killing children,
destroying cities and dividing countries
asisthe case in Yemen, which isastain
on humanity’s face as a whole.

Everyone who is silent about it is a
partner in it; and the other prominent
example is murder of the Saudi dissident
journalist Jamal Khashoggi in an attempt
to conceal this crime after the American
investigators themselves proved that the
main responsible for this crime is Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, but the
Trump administration did not take any
steps towards this clear crime.

The interesting pointis that bin Sal-
man repeated the attempt to assassinate
another Saudi opponent in Canada,
but he is granted immunity because it
is following the orders and policies of
Washington.

Biden likely to follow Obama’s approach towards Iran: Fianaud

By Peyman Yazdani

TEHRAN — Head of arms proliferation at GCSP believes
that Biden will likely follow Obama’s approach to focus on
Iran’s nuclear issue as a priority.

Recently the IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi
in surprise remarks called for a new nuclear agreement
between Iran and the U.S. under the Biden administration.

Following his unexpected remarks, Iran has called on
the International Atomic Energy Organization (IAEA) to
remain professional and impartial.

Some experts believe that his remarks lack a legal base
and Grossi is not in a position to demand a new nuclear
agreementwith Iran. He is the head of a technical inter-
national organization whose powers are determined by
the IAEA’s charter and regulations as well as the IAEA’s
agreements with the member states.

To shed more light on the issue we reached out to Marc
Finaud head of arms proliferation at the Geneva Center
for Security Policy (GCSP) and a former French diplomat.

Commenting on the debates going on around IAEA head’s
recent remarks, Marc Finaud believes Grossi’s remarks have
been misinterpreted, saying, “He just said that, in order to
pave the way for the return of all parties to the JCPOA and to
resume full implementation after the United States re-enters
the agreement, there is need to be some sort of understanding
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onwho does what in which timeframe. On the U.S. side, this
means assurances that all relevant sanctions will be lifted,
how, and when. On the Iranian side, this means a kind of
roadmap to return to the limits of the JCPOA in terms of
percentage of uranium enrichment, stockpile of enriched
uranium, number and type of centrifuges, activities at For-
dow, etc. As Grossi said, the situation has notably changed
since May 2018, therefore all parties should agree on how
best and fastest return to that situation.”

Answering the question that whether Grossi is look-

ing for anew mechanism for monitoring Iran’s nuclear
program, Finnaud stressed, “The monitoring mecha-
nism is part of the JCPOA and the existing agreements
with the IAEA (Safeguards Agreement and Additional
Protocol). There is no need for new mechanisms, just
the implementation of existing ones.”

Commenting on the Biden’sclaim in terms of U.S. return
to the JCPOA which the country left unilaterally two years
ago, Finaud said, “Biden has been clear in committing to
re-entering the JCPOA as soon as possible after he is in-
augurated. In his transition team or among his advisors,
some would like to seize this opportunity to introduce new
constraints on Iran’s policy such as its regional policy or
missile program. But it is likely that Biden will follow Oba-
ma’s approach to focus on the nuclear issue as a priority
and thus create a favorable climate for further negotiations.
Iran should consider such prospects carefully: for instance,
it could agree to discuss regional policies and missile pro-
grams in a regional framework that could entail discussion
of policies and armament of other countries in the region
such as Saudi Arabia and Israel. It may not be realistic to
expect direct negotiations in a near future, but coordinated
confidence-building measures with the help of some me-
diators could be envisaged (such as joint accession to the
Hague Code of Conduct on Ballistic Missile Proliferation
or ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban).
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India arrests 75 in Kashmir
after local elections

The Indian government has arrested at least 75 Kashmiri political
leaders and activists to forestall political unrest after an alliance
of Kashmir’s regional political parties won local elections, leaders
and a police official said on Saturday.

According to al Jazeera, the District Development Council
elections, concluded early this week, were the first local polls
since Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government revoked the
special status of the Muslim-majority region last year.

Spain confirms first case of
coronavirus variant found in UK

Four cases of a coronavirus variant that recently emerged in the
United Kingdom and is believed to be particularly infectious, have
been confirmed in Madrid, the regional government has said.

All four cases, the first detected in Spain, involved people
who recently arrived from the UK, the Madrid regional gov-
ernment’s deputy health chief Antonio Zapatero told a news
conference on Saturday.

There are another three suspected cases of the coronavirus
variant but the results of tests will only be available on Tuesday
or Wednesday, Zapatero said.

On Friday, authorities in Lebanon and France also confirmed
cases of the new variant.

Syria urges UNSC to stop
Israel’s ‘unacceptable’ attacks

Syria’s Foreign Ministry has condemned as “unacceptable” Israel’s
continued attacks on the Arab country, calling on the United Na-
tions Security Council to stop the recurrence of such aggression.

Inaletter addressed to the United Nations (UN) secretary-gen-
eral and the president of the UN Security Council, the Syrian
ministry said that Israel had fired a barrage of missiles through
Lebanese airspace toward the Masyaf area in the western coun-
tryside of Hama Province in Syria in the early hours of Friday.

The ministry described the attack as “a flagrant violation of the
Security Council resolution 350 of 1974,” and said it was aimed
at hindering the Syrian army’s campaign against foreign-backed
terrorists.

According to Syria’s official news agency, SANA, the ministry
stressed that Israel’s “dangerous aggressive approach” toward
Damascus could not continue without the US’s “unlimited” sup-
port as well as the immunity from accountability provided to
the Tel Aviv regime by Washington and some countries in the
Security Council.

Chinato overtake U.S. asworld’s
biggest economy by 2028

Chinawill overtake the U.S. as the world’s biggest economy before
the end of the decade after outperforming its rival during the
global Covid-19 pandemic, according to a report.

The Centre for Economics and Business Research said that it
now expected the value of China’s economy when measured in
dollars to exceed that of the U.S. by 2028, half a decade sooner
than it expected a year ago, Guardian reported.

Initsannual league table of the growth prospects of 193 coun-
tries, the UK-based consultancy group said China had bounced
back quickly from the effects of Covid-19 and would grow by 2%
in 2020, as the one major global economy to expand.

Iragi govt. urged to take Trump’s
pardons for Blackwater guards
to intl. court, UNSC

A member of the security and defense committee in the Ira-
qi parliament has sharply criticized U.S. President Donald
Trump’s decision to pardon four former Blackwater con-
tractors jailed over the killing of 14 Iragi civilians, calling on
the Baghdad government to take the case to an international
court as well as the UN Security.

Adnan al-Asadi told the Arabic service of Russia’s Sput-
nik news agency on Friday that Blackwater, now renamed
Academi, consisted of a group of mercenaries who were brought
by U.S. military forces to Iraq to participate in battles and
carry out massacres, Press TV reported.

“What happened in Baghdad’s Nisour Square in [September]
2007 was awholesale carnage, and they killed Iraqi civilians
in cold blood,” he noted.

The Iraqi legislator then called on the Baghdad government
to refer the file to an international court, and even take the case
to the UN Security Council, hoping that Russia and other major
powers in the council would support such a step.

Resistance News

Hamas asks Morocco’s JDP
to reconsider position on
normalization

TEHRAN— The Hamas Movement has strongly

d e s denounced Morocco’s normalization deal with
Israel and called on the ruling Justice and Development Party
(JDP) to reconsider its support for the agreement.

In astatement, Hamas considered Moroccan premier and JDP
chief Saad-Addin al-Othmani’s signing of the U.S.-sponsored
deal and his party’s endorsement of the step “a departure from
the party’s principles and positions in support of the Palestinian
people and their national cause,” and “a breach of the Islamist
movement’s unanimous position against normalization of ties
with the Israeli occupation state.”

The Palestinian Movement urged JDP to revisit and renounce
the position and justifications it had declared in support of the
normalization deal with Israel.

A few days ago, the Moroccan government signed a normal-
ization deal with Israel, becoming the fourth Arab country to
normalize relations with Israel in 2020 after the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, and Sudan.
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Newly-recovered antiquities
to go on show in hometown

TEHRAN — A total of 49 glazed bricks,
d e s which have recently been returned home
from Switzerland, will go on show at a museum in Bukan,
where they were first unearthed in western Iran.

Dating back to the 7th or 8th centuries BC, the antiquities are
attributed to Qalaichi archaeological site in Bukan. However,
some four decades ago, they were looted and smuggled out
of Iran.

“49 pieces of glazed bricks, which were smuggled out of
Iran on the advent of the Islamic Revolution, were recuperated
with a great deal of efforts made by the cultural heritage
ministry, and the ministry of foreign affairs,” according to
Ali-Asghar Mounesan, the minister of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts.

“The cultural heritage ministry in close collaboration
with the ministry of foreign affairs, filed a lawsuit... as it
presented relevant documents and evidence to the competent
international authorities. And ultimately, the historical objects
were returned to the country after years of follow-up,” the
official explained.

Situated about nine air km north-west of Bukan in West
Azarbaijan province, Qalaichi (or Ghalay-chi) is an ancient
settlement so far yielded a large number of glazed objects.
Some of which are monochrome and the others show complex
compositions. The glazed objects from the regular excavations
were curated in Urmia Museum and Tehran National Museum.

The artifacts are connected to the Mannai civilization,
which was once flourished in northwestern Iran in the 1st
millennium BC. Mannai, also spelled Manna, was an ancient
country surrounded by three major powers of the time namely
Assyria, Urartu, and Media.

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, the Mannaeans
are first recorded in the annals of the Assyrian king Shalmaneser
111 (reigned 858—-824 BC) and are last mentioned in Urartu by
Rusa II (reigned 685-645 BC) and in Assyria by Esarhaddon
(reigned 680—-669 BC). With the intrusion of the Scythians
and the rise of the Medes in the 7th century, the Manneans
lost their identity and were subsumed under the term Medes.

Entire Marvdasht, once a
prosperous seat of power, to
undergo archeological probe

TEHRAN — The entire Marvdasht plain,
d e s which was once the seat of power of the
Achaemenid Persian Empire (c. 550 — 330 BC), is sched-
uled to undergo an archeological investigation.

The archeological surveys and excavations, which have
been previously commenced across the UNESCO-registered
Persepolis in the Marvdasht region of Fars province, is
scheduled to be extended to the entire Marvdasht plain in
a purposeful and methodical approach by the researchers
who have conducted related researches, the director of
the World Heritage site has announced.

Conducting such archaeological surveys in historical
sites and hills could lead to important historical results
and information at a low cost and without the need for
extensive excavations, which is necessary in recognizing
the cultural sequence of Marvdasht plain, Hamid Fadaei
said on Saturday.

He also noted that such surveys will outline the priority
of future studies and demarcation projects as well as the
related protection and preservation projects.

The ancient region, known as Pars (Fars), or Persis,
was the heart of the Achaemenid Empire founded by
Cyrus the Great and had its capital at Pasargadae. Darius
I the Great moved the capital to nearby Persepolis in the
late 6th or early 5th century BC. Alexander the Great
defeated the Achaemenian army at Arbela in 331 and
burned Persepolis.

Persis became part of the Seleucid kingdom in 312
after Alexander’s death. The Parthian empire (247 BC—
224 CE) of the Arsacids (corresponding roughly to the
modern Khorasan in Iran) replaced the Seleucids’ rule
in Persis during 170—138 BC. The Sasanid Empire (224
CE-651) had its capital at Istkhr. Not until the 18th cen-
tury, under the Zand dynasty (1750—79) of southern Iran,
did Fars again became the heart of an empire, with its
capital at Shiraz.
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TEHRAN — Jiroft, a fer-

e s k tile plain situated in Iran’s
Kerman province, is a splendid cradle of civili-
zation, which dates from the Early Bronze Age
(late 3rd millennium BC). Geological factors
have led to it being overlooked for years by
tourists and archeologists, who have generally
been more interested in Mesopotamia some
1,000 km away.

Jiroft is surrounded by mountains on three
sides, rising some 4,000 meters high. Many
Iranian and foreign experts see the findings
in Jiroft as signs of a civilization as great as
Sumer and ancient Mesopotamia.

In the very early 21st century, rounds of
heavy flood along the Halil River swept the
topsoil off thousands of previously unknown
tombs and led to the discovery of many arti-
facts believed by archeologists to belong to the
Early Bronze Age (late 3rd millennium BC).

Astonishingly the chlorite vases found in
Jiroft were not an unfamiliar object for the
archeologists. Chlorite vessels similar to the
stunning examples unearthed at Jiroft had
been found from the Euphrates to the Indus,
as far north as the Amu Darya and as far south
as Tarut Island, on the Persian Gulf coast of
Saudi Arabia.

In 2003, Iran invited Jean Perrot, the
French archeologist who as the director of
the French National Centre for Scientific Re-
search (CNRS) had conducted excavations in
Shush (or Susa, an ancient city of the Elamite
empires in Khuzestan Province of Iran) area
between 1969 and 1978.

Referring to the discovery of the Jiroft ar-
tifacts as an archeological revolution, Perrot
stated: “An area we formerly regarded as re-
sided only by nomads and their cattle, was the
heart of an incredibly advanced civilization.
In this area, people lived with a social hier-
archy. These people had an explicit view of
the world which distinguishes them from the
Sumerians. Henceforth, we must consider
Jiroft as the origin of civilizations and refer
to all other civilizations as pre or post-Jiroft
civilization.”

Later, under the leadership of Dr. Yousef
Majidzadeh, a team of international archae-
ologists began excavations in 2003. Simulta-
neously an awareness program was initiated
for the locals to lecture to them about the
historical significance of Jiroft and the irre-
placeable artifacts.

Madjidzadeh and his team of experts un-
covered more than two square kilometers of
remains from a city dating back to at least the
late 3rd millennium B.C. The data demon-
strates that Jiroft’s heyday was from 2500
BCto2200BC.

Madjidzadeh, who is the author of a
three-volume history of Mesopotamia and

Jiroft culture: a
‘missing link’ of the Bronze Age

Jiroft, Weight made of chlorite, ca. 3000 BC—ca. 2000 BC

a leading Iranian authority on the third
millennium BC, has long hypothesized that
Jiroftis thelegendaryland of Aratta, a “lost”
Bronze Age kingdom of renown. It’s a quest
that he began as a doctoral candidate at the
University of Chicago when in 1976 he pub-
lished an article proposing that Aratta, which
reputedly exported its magnificent crafts to
Mesopotamia, was located somewhere in
southeastern Iran.

The expert said Jiroft artifacts are a “missing
link” in understanding the Bronze Age because
they help explain why so many incised chlorite
vessels, all with remarkably similar imagery,
have turned up at widely separated ancient
sites, from Mari in Syria to Nippur and Urin
Mesopotamia, Soch in Uzbekistan and the
Saudi Arabian island of Tarut, north of Bahrain.

For a long time, the principal center of
the production of these vessels was a mys-
tery. Although some of them were probably
manufactured locally, the sheer volume of
artifacts at Jiroft argues that the most prolific
chlorite workshops of all were there.

According to an article by Paris-based au-
thor Richard Covington, texts dating from
around 2100 BC suggest that Aratta was a
gaily decorated capital with a citadel whose
battlements were fashioned of green lapis lazuli
and its lofty towers of bright red brick. Aratta’s

artistic production was so highly regarded that
about 2500 BC the Sumerian king Enmerkar
sent amessage to the ruler of Aratta requesting
that artisans and architects be dispatched to
his capital, Uruk, to build a temple to honor
Inanna, the goddess of fertility and war.

“When you start reconstructing actual
geographical regions based on legend and
mythology, you're always in deep water,” says
Abbas Alizadeh, an Iranian-born archeologist
at the Oriental Institute of the University of
Chicago. “Some scholars think Aratta is in
Azerbaijan. Others say Baluchistan or the
Persian Gulf. It's a murky business.”

Yet even if Jiroft turns out not to be Aratta,
it is nevertheless a pivotal clue to a better
understanding of the era when writing first
flourished and traders carried spices and grain,
gold, lapis lazuli, and ideas from the Nile to
the Indus. Although not on a par with the
more influential civilizations of Mesopotamia,
Egypt, and the Indus Valley, “Jiroftis a very
important archeological complex,” says Holly
Pittman, an art historian at the University of
Pennsylvania who is one of a growing number
of non-Iranian scholars who are being allowed
into the country.

“It’s an independent, autochthonous
Bronze Age civilization with huge numbers
of settlements of all different sizes that we have

onlyjust begun to explore.” By comparison to
the research documenting other third-mil-
lennium civilizations, these are indeed very
early days, she explains. “We don’t yet have
enough material to compare it to Mesopo-
tamia. But you have to remember that 500
teams of archeologists have been digging in
Mesopotamia for 100 years. In Jiroft, we've
had two seasons with one team of fewer than
30 scientists.”

Jiroft artisans fashioned pieces with what
seems strange and enigmatic iconography.
Some were encrusted with lapis lazuli from
Afghanistan, carnelian from the Indus Val-
ley, turquoise, agate, and other semiprecious,
imported stones. “The artists had such a
naturalistic way of rendering images,” says
Madjidzadeh. “It is a style that was not seen
anywhere else in that era.

“There must certainly have been a school
of stone carvers because you see such an
aesthetic unity of these objects throughout
the kingdom. This high-level artistic quality
did not suddenly appear from nowhere,” he
maintains. “The traditions must have taken
300 to 400 years to develop.”

French geomorphologist Eric Fouache,
the team’s expert on reading the strata under-
lying the archeological sites, has discovered
something else, however, which gave the Jiroft
region a crucial advantage over Mesopotamia:
water. A network of artesian wells supplied
abundant water for irrigation and drinking
even when the Halil River ran dry. With these
sources of water, the inhabitants developed
agriculture based on calorie-rich date palms
rather than the cereals of the Tigris and Eu-
phrates delta, says Fouache. Palm groves
also provided shade for extensive gardening.

The primary Jiroft site consists of two
mounds a couple of kilometers apart, called
Konar Sandal A and B and measuring 13 and
21 meters high, respectively. It was at Konar
Sandal B that the archeologists dug out the
seal impressions bearing writing. So far, the
archeologists have excavated around nine ver-
tical meters of Konar Sandal B, discovering
vestiges of a monumental, two-story, windowed
citadel whose base covers nearly 13.5 hectares
(33 acres). Madjidzadeh speculates that this
imposing edifice once housed the city’s chief
administrative center and perhaps a temple
and a royal palace.

Finding the structure’s facade was difficult
enough, but locating an entrance took the
team weeks of digging through clay packed
hard by millennia of rain-wash. “The mud
islike stone,” Madjidzadeh complains. “You
can hardly get a pick into it.”

Archeological excavations in Jiroft led to
the discovery of several objects belonging to
the fourth millennium BC.

Iran, Afghanistan seek to bolster tourism ties

IE3W Restrictions on travel, low consumer confidence,
and a global struggle to contain the coronavirus pandemic
are amongst factors contributing to the worst year on record

in the history of tourism.

Iran has also suffered the same fate as its foreign arrivals
plunged 72% during the first eight months of the year when

compared to 2019.
M Critical situation

In October, Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Minister Ali-Asghar Mounesan warned that Iran’s cultural
heritage and tourism will be in a critical situation if the crises
caused by the outbreak of the coronavirus continue.

In August, Mounesan said that Iran’s tourism has suffered
aloss of 12 trillion rials (some $2.85 billion) since the outbreak

of the coronavirus pandemic.

“The tourism industry of the country was growing and
progressing well but unfortunately, it has faced the corona-
virus outbreak, which brought the industry into a standstill.”

“Many tourism projects have been completed, or are being

implemented, showing that a very good capacity has been
created in the field of tourism in the country and [this trend]
should not be stopped,” he explained.

The minister said the coronavirus pandemic should not
bring traveling to a complete standstill. “Corona is a fact,
but can the virus stop tourism? Certainly not. For us, the
coronavirus is a new experience in dealing with crises that
teaches tourism experts around the world how to deal with
such a disaster, and thankfully governments are turning this
into an opportunity for better planning.”

Optimistic forecasts, however, expect Iran to achieve a
tourism boom after coronavirus contained, believing its im-
pact would be temporary and short-lived for a country that
ranked the third fastest-growing tourism destination in 2019.

Iran expects to reap a bonanza from its numerous tourist
spots such as bazaars, museums, mosques, bridges, bathhouses,
madrasas, mausoleums, churches, towers, and mansions, of
which 24 being inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage
list. Under the 2025 Tourism Vision Plan, it aims to increase

AV|ew ofthe UNESCO registered Imam Square in Isfahan

the number of tourist arrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 to 20
million in 2025.

Ayatollah Khamenel s home in exile up for auction

TEHRAN —The home of
d e s the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, when he
was living in exile in Iranshahr, southeast Iran,
has come up for auction to be temporarily ceded
to private investors, Mehr reported on Saturday.

The auction has been organized by the
Revitalization and Utilization Fund for His-
torical Places to achieve higher productivity
and better maintenance.

Situated in Sistan-Baluchestan province, the
modest house was the residence of Ayatollah
Khamenei from 1977 to 1978 before the victory
of the Islamic Revolution.

The house, which is now in use as a Quran
museum, is made of clay and mud. Traditional
and indigenous architecture of the region can

be seen in the house. It has four rooms around
acourtyard, a very beautiful pool, which stands
out in the middle of it, and a bakery inside
the house.

According to cultural heritage officials, this
sort of investment seems to be attractive for
private investors, because accommodation in

[well-preserved] monuments is attractive for
both domestic and foreign tourists.

Over 50 historical monuments and aging
structures have recently gone under the ham-
mer in 25 provinces to be temporarily ceded
to the private sector, some of which are on the
verge of destruction.

The historical sites and monuments will be
leased for about 16 years, and if the operators
fulfill obligations, with the approval of the ex-
perts of the Revitalization and Utilization Fund
for Historical Places, it is possible to extend
the contracts.

While the government suffers from the lack
of sufficient budget for the restoration of all
centuries-old sites, these auctions could provide
the opportunity for privately-owned businesses

to run certain old structures to be maintained
and repurposed into hotels, traditional restau-
rants, or lodging places, while it also helps to
recover many magnificent monuments from
gradual destruction.

The Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts announced last December
that of the numerous historical buildings and
structures that are scattered across Iran, some
2,500 ones need restoration.

Iran hosts some of the world’s oldest
cultural monuments including bazaars,
museums, mosques, bridges, bathhouses,
madrasas, gardens, as well as rich natural
and rural landscapes, more than 20 of which
have been registered on the prestigious UN-
ESCO World Heritage list.

Tepe Yahya: a prehistorical source of information on economic exchange patterns

TEHRAN — Tepe Yahya,
d S k an ancient hill in Dow-
latabad, southeastern Iran, has yielded
valuable information on the economic ex-
change patterns of the 3rd millennium BC.

Excavations (1968—70) by the American
School of Prehistoric Research have revealed
that Tepe Yahya was almost continuously oc-
cupied from the middle of the 5th millennium

tothe end of the 3rd millennium BC, according
to Britannica.

Tt was apparently abandoned during the
2nd millennium but was reoccupied from about
1000 BCto about 400 CE. The excavated ma-
terials dating to the 3rd millennium were of
particular interest and indicated that Tepe Yahya
may have been a center for the production and
distribution of steatite (soapstone), a material

used in making vessels, seals, and other objects.

The trade, at first probably locally controlled,
may later have come under Elamite influence.
Design motifs on steatite bowls from Tepe Yahya
parallel many motifs found in Mesopotamia and
the Indus Valley and indicate that Tepe Yahya
filled an important position in the economic
and cultural relations between Mesopotamia,
the Iranian Plateau, and the cultures to the east.
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lranian
students win
44 medals at

scientificevents

AN this competition, Iranian students
grabbed 6 silver and 7 bronze medals.
Rashidi noted that the students presented
their projects in different fields of chemistry,
medical, biology, environment, technical,
engineering, human sciences, and physics.
M More success at international
competitions
Most recently, Iranian students won
colorful medals at the 2020 South African
science and invention festival, which was
held virtually on November 28-December 5.
Other Iranian students also grabbed 8
colorful medals at the International Olympi-
ad on Astronomy and Astrophysics (I0AA),
according to the National Organization for
Development of Exceptional Talents.
Also, the students grabbed four medals
at the 31st International Biology Olympiad
(IBO 2020) which took place in Nagasaki,
Japan on July 3-11.

The team of Iranian students won six
colorful medals at the 61st Internation-
al Mathematical Olympiad (IMO 2020),
putting the country in 18th place. Held on
September 21-22, IMO 2020 was hosted by
Saint Petersburg, Russia.

The country’s team also snatched 4 med-
als at the 52nd International Chemistry
Olympiad (IChO 2020) held in Turkey on
July 6 to 15.

Moreover, Iran finished fourth winning
three gold medals and a silver medal at the
32nd International Olympiad in Informatics
(I0I2020) which was held in Singapore from
September 13 to 19.

The students also won gold and silver
medals at the Bangkok International In-
tellectual Property, Invention, Innovation
and Technology Exposition (IPITEx 2020)
which was held on February 2-6 in Bang-
kok, Thailand.

B *‘"'.*\

Iranian students won 9 gold, 9 silver,
and 13 bronze medals at the Indonesia
International Applied Science Olympiad and
6 silver and 7 bronze medals at the South
Korea science and engineering competition.

Rural housewives to receive insurance, retirement benefits

TEHRAN — Housewives having three
d e s children or more residing in rural areas
will be covered by insurance and will receive retirement
benefits, a member of the Majlis (Iranian parliament)
has announced.

The unemployed housewives with at least three chil-
dren residing in rural, nomadic, and urban areas with
less than 20,000 population would be covered by life
and investment insurance and would receive retirement
benefits, Ahmad Rastineh wrote on his Twitter account
on Saturday.

M Rural development

Many efforts have been made over the past couple of
years by the government to support villagers and slow
down the trend of migration from rural areas to cities.

Rural tourism, agritourism, religious tourism, and
ecotourism are alternatives or complementary economic
activities that could further stimulate rural develop-
ment while decreasing rural community dependency
on one main economic sector (agriculture, forestry,
energy, or mining).

Currently, 26 percent of the country’s population lives
in villages, Mohammad Omid, the vice president for rural
development, has said. He added that around 39,000
villages have more than 20 households and 23,000 vil-
lages have less than 20 households.

Thus, more than 97 percent of the country’s rural
population lives in villages with over 20,000 households.

On October 5, rural development projects worth 130
trillion rials (nearly $3 billion at the official rate of 42,000
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rials) were inaugurated, including, 6,750 construction
projects in various fields of roads, communications, etc.

M Major steps taken on women empowerment

In Iran, there are 3 million women-headed households
(WHH), out of a total of 22 million families, and most
of the WHH can be found in less developed areas of the
country, according to the UNDP office in Iran.

COVID-19 adds additional challenges for economical-
ly empowering WHH in Iran, meaning that innovative
strategies are needed.

Masoumeh Ebtekar, the vice president for women’s
and family affairs, said in October that the government
has taken major steps for the advancement of women
and families in Iran.

“Through an inter-sectoral process, we developed

national indicators for gender equity, which laid the
ground for the first result based Plan for Women and
Family Advancement in 31 provinces and we recently
launched the dashboard for monitoring indicators on
gender equity and family prosperity.”

“Based on our review of legislation on women and
family, we have proposed 10 new bills including the bill
on the Protection of Women’s Security Against Violence
and several new laws,” the vice president added.

“At least 2700 women-focused NGOs are active in
Iran and we have plans for the empowerment of civil
society activities, we have successfully implemented
schemes like enhancing social resiliency, also the eco-
nomic empowerment of thousands of women heads
of the household through micro-credit Funds and
Cooperatives,” she added.

She went on to highlight that the family is the cor-
nerstone of human development, through the National
Family Dialogue scheme. “We have taken an initiative to
empower civil society in dialogue skills to enable family
and social cohesiveness. The International Center for
Family Dialogue has been recently launched in Tehran.”

In the field of legislation, finalizing the bill to en-
sure the security of women against violence, which
can play an important role in combating domestic vio-
lence, the implementation of the plan granting Iranian
citizenship to children born to Iranian women and
non-Iranian men, and the bill banning the marriage
of girls under 13, has been among the government’s
efforts, she concluded.

All religions equally respected in Iran

TEHRAN — The gov-

d e s ernment spokesman,
Ali Rabiei, has said all religions in Iran
have equal conditions and are respected
the same.

He made the remarks in a visit to
Sahakian and Chilulian nursing homes
on the occasion of Jesus Christ’s birth
anniversary, ISNA reported on Saturday.

Tolerance, coexistence and mutual
respect are the main characteristics and
strengths of Iranian society, he further
stated.

In Iranian cities, there are mosques,

synagogues and even Zoroastrian wor-
ship centers together, which shows en-
thusiasm and coexistence, he noted,
adding, coexistence among Iranians is
more manifested in different festivals
and celebrations.

In a world faced with options of war,
violence and extremism, the world needs
Iranian model of coexistence, he em-
phasized.

The Islamic Republic of Iran recog-
nizes the rights of religious minorities
based on its constitution. All Iranian
citizens are equal in benefiting from their

basic rights within legal frameworks.

Iranian authorities also argue that the
Iranian constitution does not tolerate
discrimination against divine religions
and guarantees equality for the followers
of all divine faiths.

Hamid Molanouri, director general
of the political department at the In-
terior Ministry, has said 58 religious
minority associations have official
permission for activity in Iran.

Molanouri said the associations in-
clude 29 Zoroastrian groups, 16 Arme-
nians, 10 Assyrians and 3 Jews.

He added that the followers of Iran’s
religious minorities have one association
per 2,600 people.

Families with multiple births

ENGLISH IN USE

to receive monthly allowances

In line with population growth policies, families with triplets
or more will receive monthly allowances of up to 5 million rials
(nearly $120 at the official rate of 42,000 rials), head of Welfare

Organization has announced.

The allowances would be paid when the children are born till the
age of 6, IRNA quoted Vahid Ghobadi Dana as saying on Saturday.
Some 17,000 households with three or above births will receive
the government support across the country, he stated.

He went on to say that since the Iranian calendar year 1393 (March

2014-March 2015) till 13977 (March 2018-March 2019), nearly 1.5
million births were registered in the country per year, 3 percent
of which have been twins and 0.5 percent triplets or more.
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Medical staff to be
strengthened in fight
against COVID-19

TEHRAN — Some 30,000 medical staff
d e sk willberecruited to strengthen the health-
care system to effectively fight against the coronavirus
pandemic, Health Ministry spokesperson Sima-Sadat
Lari has said.

She also stated that 60 to 70 percent of the staff is ex-
pected to be among nurses.

According to the statistics of the Nursing Organization,
about 140,000 nurses are employed in the country’s hos-
pitals. About 60,000 nurses have been diagnosed with
COVID-19 and 100 nurses have died from the disease so far.

There are 0.8 nurses per hospital bed in the country,
but according to international standards, there should
be at least two nurses per bed, Ahmad Nejatian, director
of international affairs of the Nursing Organization, told
the Tehran Times on December 19.

Also, according to the population index, the country
needs three nurses per bed, he also said.

Maryam Hazrati, the deputy health minister for
nursing, said in May that some 65 percent of 200,000
nurses in the country were at the forefront of the coro-
navirus fight.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has praised
the Iranian nurses for playing an effective role in the fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic during the 8th “Triad
Meeting” of the International Council of Nurses (ICN),
the International Confederation of Midwives (ICM), and
the WHO which was held online on June 16-18.

B COVID-19 death toll, new cases

In a press briefing on Saturday, Lari confirmed 5,760
new cases of COVID-19 infection, raising the total number
of infections to 1,194,963. She added that 942,548 patients
have so far recovered, but 5,273 still remain in critical
conditions of the disease.

During the past 24 hours, 134 patients have lost their
lives, bringing the total number of deaths to 54,574, she
added.

So far, 7,354,931 COVID-19 diagnostic tests have been
performed in the country.

National Festival on Women
and Science announces winners

In this edition of the festival, 619 women competed in
various scientific fields, 25 of whom were among the winners
that were announced on the closing date (December 19).

Mirzakhani won a gold medal in the Hong Kong Inter-
national Mathematical Olympiad, in 1994, to be the first
female Iranian student to have snatched a gold medal.

In the 1995 Toronto International Mathematical Ol-
ympiad, she became the first Iranian student to win two
gold medals.

She obtained her BSc in mathematics from Sharif
University of Technology, Tehran, in 1999. Mirzakhani
then moved to the U.S. and finished a Ph.D. from Harvard
University in 2004.

In 2017, Mirzakhani, the winner of the Fields Medal,
also known as the Nobel Prize of mathematics, succumbed
to breast cancer at 40.
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Kindness is a mark of faith and whoever is not kind has
no faith.
Prophet Muhammad (S)

Haft Paykar, famous romantic
epic by Nezami

PART 1

Haft Paykar, a famous romantic epic by Nezami Ganjavi,
is from the last decade of the 12th century. The title can be
translated literally as “seven portraits,” but also with the
figurative meaning of “seven beauties”. Both translations are
meaningful and the poet doubtless exploited intentionally
the ambiguity of the words.

The Haft Paykar has come down to us as part of the Kham-
seh, the posthumous collection of Nezami’s narrative poems.
A critical edition of the Haft Paykar was produced by Helmut
Ritter and Jan Rypka on the basis of fifteen Khamseh man-
uscripts and the Bombay lithograph of 1265. This is one of
the very few editions of a classical Persian text that uses a
strict text-critical methodology.

More recently, the Haft Paykar was re-edited by the Azer-
baijani scholar T. A. Magerramov (Maharramov).

The Haft Paykar is a romanticized biography of the Sas-
sanid ruler Bahram. His adventurous life had already been
treated in Persian verse by Ferdowsi in the Shahnameh, to
which fact Nezami alludes a number of times. In general,
his method is to omit those episodes that the earlier poet
had treated, or to touch on them only very briefly, and to
concentrate in new material.

After the customary long introductory sections, the poet
gives an account of the birth of Bahram, the often-told story
of his upbringing at the court of the Arab king Noman and
the construction of Noman'’s fabled palace. Reared in the
desert, Bahram becomes a formidable huntsman. Wandering
through the palace, Bahram discovers a locked room con-
taining the portraits of seven princesses, one from each of
the seven climes, with whom he immediately falls in love.
Bahram’s father Yazdegerd I dies, and Bahram returns to
Persia to claim his throne from a pretender.

After much palaver he is recognized as king. He rescues
his people from a famine. Next Nezami picks up the story of
Bahram’s hunting expedition with the loose-tongued slave-
girl Fetna, but alters the version known from the Shahnameh
considerably; here the girl is not put to death, but eventually
pardoned, and the king learns a lesson in clemency.

The king sets out in search of the seven princesses and wins
them as his brides. He orders his architect to construct seven
domes to house his new wives. The craftsman tells him that each
of the climes is ruled by one of the seven planets and advises
him to assure his good fortune by adorning each dome with
the color associated with the clime and planet of its occupant.

The king is at first skeptical but eventually lets the archi-
tect have his way. The princesses take up residence in the
splendid pavilions. The king visits each princess on succes-
sive days of the week: on Saturday the Indian princess, who
is governed by Saturn, in the black dome, on Sunday the
Greek princess, who is governed by the sun, in the yellow
dome, and so on.

Each princess regales the king with a story matching
the mood of her respective color. These seven beautifully
constructed, highly sensuous stories occupy about half of
the whole poem.

Years pass. While the king is busy and the evil minister
seizes power in the realm. Eventually Bahram discovers
that the affairs of the kingdom are in disarray, the treasury
is empty and the neighboring rulers poised for invasion. To
clear his mind, he goes hunting in the steppe. Returning from
the hunt he comes across a herdsman who has suspended
his dog from a tree. He asks him why. The shepherd tells
the story of how the once faithful watchdog had betrayed
his flock to a she-wolf.

The king realizes that his own watchdog (the evil minister)
is the cause of his misfortune. He investigates the minis-
ter. From the multitude of complainants he selects seven,
who tell him of the injustices that they have suffered (the
stories of the seven victims are the somber counterweight
to the stories of the seven princesses). The minister is put
to death. The king restores justice, and orders the seven
pleasure-domes to be converted into fire temples for the
worship of God. Bahram goes hunting one last time and
disappears mysteriously into a cavern. He seeks the wild
ass (gur) but finds his tomb (gur).

In his introduction to the critical edition, Ritter described
the Haft Paykar as “the best and most beautiful epic in New
Persian poetry and at the same time, one of the most important
poetical creations of the whole of oriental Indo-European
literature,” ajudgment with which it is difficult to disagree.

The poet made artful use of various older sources, among
them the Shahnameh and other versions of ancient Iranian
history and legend, also the Siasatnama of Nezam-al-Molk,
from which he took the crucial story of the shepherd and
his unfaithful dog.

Itis possible that the seven stories told by the princesses
derive from earlier works, but it has not actually been possible
to trace any of them to known literary sources.
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Divine Commander Theater Festival
gives details on official lineup

TEHRAN — The 2nd
d e sk Divine Commander
Theater Festival has published details about
the plays that will be performed in the official
competition.

Over ten plays are scheduled to go on stage
during the festival, which was established
after the assassination of Commander Qassem
Soleimani during a U.S. airstrike in Baghdad
on January 3 in memory of the chief of the
Quds Force, the overseas arm of Iran’s IRGC.

A highlight of the lineup is “Carnelian”,
which will be co-directed by Shahram and
Shaahin Soltani.

“I've been searching for a hero for along
time and now, I've found one,” Shahram
said earlier in an interview with the Persian
service of YJC.

“When I was studying the life story of
Commander Soleimani, I learned that
Hollywood has always been seeking to
create heroes, and someone who can easily
capture people’s hearts is a hero for the
entire world,” he added.

“1:20 am” by Pejman Shahverdi will also
go on stage at the festival.

The play depicts Commander Soleimani
on one of his visits to a family of one of his
soldiers who was martyred in an operation.
He asks the family for a photo depicting some
people, all of whom have been martyred in
the war. The family fails to find a photo, but
the commander continues his search.

“Wave” by Sajjad Mansuri has also been
selected to be performed at the festival.

The story of the play is about Gholam,
a man who begins searching for a photo
that he had taken earlier with an IRGC
commander to use in his election campaign
for the city council.

Director Morteza Asadimaram will stage
“Standing like a Cypress to Watch the Sun”
written by Hashem Purmohammadi.

“When the Muscles Turn to Stone”
by writer and director Kianush Ahmadi,
“Soldier” by Mohammad-Hossein Nazari,
“Cold Breathe” by Mohammad Qasemi and
“January 3” have also been selected.

The lineup also includes “Quarrel” by
Mohammad Davarpanah, “The Sociology
of Death” by Asghar Garusi, “Wave” by Sajjad
Mansuri, “An Appointment in Damascus”
by Nasser Hajibageri, “Dragunov” by Doosti
Irani and “Tiny Little Birds” by Mohammad-
Hamed Esmaeilpur.

The entries were picked by acommittee
that is composed of Shahram Ahmadzadeh,
Mehdi Nasiri and Maziar Rashid-Salehi.

The 2nd edition of the festival will take
place inthe southern Iranian city of Kerman,
Commander Soleimani’s hometown, from
December 30 to January 4, 2021.

The Association of the Revolution and
Sacred Defense Theater and the Revayat
Foundation are the main organizers of
the event.

Copies of the Persian translation of Turkish writer Dilaver
Gurer’s book “Abd al-Qadir Jilani” by Davud Vafai are on
display in a Tehran bookstore.

TEHRAN — The Book City Institute
e s k plans to review Turkish writer Dilaver
Gurer sbook “Abd al-Qadir Jilani” during its weekly session
on Tuesday.
Translated by Davud Vafai into Persian, the book has
recently been published by the Mola Publishing House in
Tehran.

Book City to review Dilaver Gurer’s
“Abd al-Qadir Jilani”

Gurer and Vafai, and Iranian scholars Maryam Hosseini,
Maryam Rajabiniaand Mahmudreza Esfandiari will deliver
speeches during the online session, which will stream live
on the institute’s Instagram at 11 am.

The original version of the book was released by Insan
Publications in March 2008.

Abd al-Qadir Jilani, a leading Sufi figure of the 12th century,
has been touching the lives of people for centuries. He was
born on March 23,1078 in the town of Naif in the northern
Iranian region of Gilan, and died in Baghdad on February
21, 1166. He was a Persian Hanbali Sunni jurist and Sufi
based in Baghdad. The Qadiriyya Tariqa, a Sufi order, is
named after him.

As Gurer describes, Abd al-Qadir Jilani has always been
elemental to Islamic culture, history and Islamic sciences
through the order he founded, the Qadiriyyah.

Since then, the Sufi views of Abd al-Qadir Jilani and the
Qadiriyyah order have functioned as an elaborate part of the

fabric of Muslims’ lives, both on material and spiritual planes.

This book is a humble contribution to the history of Sufism
as an introduction to the life of this great historical figure,
Abd al-Qadir Jilani, his life, his Sufi views and the history
of the Qadiriyyah order.

Human beings in every century, every culture and every
civilization always listened to the inner call that is in their very
nature to seek their Creator and gain His favor, no matter
what it takes to achieve this, and they did their utmost to
discover the path that leads to Allah both through divine
revelation and their own inferences.

As the divine religion preached by all prophets from
Adam through the Prophet Muhammad (S), Islam attaches
immense importance to the soul and the spiritual capacity
of human beings.

Sufism as a science firmly grounded in the Quran and
the Sunnah (the life) of Prophet Muhammad (S), evolved
and progressed through time like all other Islamic sciences.

Tehran Intl. Animation Festival postponed due to COVID-19

TEHRAN — The
d e sk Tehran International

Animation Festival has been called off
until the next Iranian year due to arise in
the COVID-19 cases in the Iranian capital
over the past few months.

Earlier in November, the Institute for
Intellectual Development of Children and Young
Adults (ITDCYA), as the main organizers of the
festival, announced that the event would be
running from February 28 to March 4.

“Due to the not particularly positive
experience of organizing film festivals online
around the world, and the IIDCYA’s great
respect for the copyrights of movies and
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A poster for the 12th Tehran Interna-
tional Animation Festival.

the high standards of screenings, we will
refrain from organizing a virtual festival,
and will try to hold the festival during the

next [Iranian] year,” the organizers said
in a press release on Saturday.

They said that they have received over
1,600 movies from 85 countries, including
Japan, China, France, Austria, Germany,
Norway, Sweden, Italy and Brazil.

Iran has canceled or postponed several of its
major annual cultural events over the pastyear
inanattemptto stem the spread of coronavirus.

In addition, the organizers of some cultural
festivals also chose to hold their events online.

The Fajr International Film Festival, Iran’s
major film event, canceled the 38th edition,
which was scheduled to be held in April.

However, amid the growing concern

over the virus during March, the organizers
postponed it to a later time in June.

In addition, the 14th edition of Cinéma
Vérité, Iran’s major international festival
for documentary films, was held totally
online, and the international section was
non-competitive this year due to the pandemic.

Moreover, the Tehran International Book
Fair was canceled in May. In November,
Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance
Seyyed Abbas Salehi said that the book fair
would be held in December. However, the
organization will no longer be able to organize
the event, at least not in the remaining three
months before the end of the Iranian year.

“Dream Haulers” named best experimental short at Balkan Nordic Film Festival

_ TEHRAN — Iranian director Farzaneh

e sk Qaemi's“Dream Haulers” hasbeen selected
as best experimental short at the 10th Balkan Nordic Film
Festival in Stockholm, Sweden.

The film tells the story of a young worker who begins an
extensive search to trace down his wife, who has recently
disappeared.

The film received the award for its “secret and dreamy, interesting
photography and good acting,” the jury said in its statement
published on the closing day of the festival on December 21.

The award for best short film went to “Quiet” from
Slovenian director Barbara Zemljic.

“Quiet” is about the personal life of a psychologist, Vida,
which is witnessed within a single day at school, and in
the situation with her demented father. The distress of
a young girl Zarja arouses feelings of her own personal
embarrassment which come to surface. Two seemingly
unrelated events display the pain that has been left by a
deep wound, but at the same time shows that forgiveness

A poster for “Dream Haulers” by Iranian director

The film won the award for its “consistent tone,
brilliant acting, beautiful cinematography and a well-
crafted story with many layers that stays with you for a
long time,” the jury said.

“Yiorgos of Kedros” by Greek directors Yiannis Kolozis
and Giorgos Kolozis was picked as best feature-length
documentary.

The award for best mid-length documentary went to “The
Steps” by Daliborka Bajic from Bosnia and Herzegovina.

“Pioneer Pizza” by Kenyan filmmaker Wesley Shrum
was selected as best short documentary.

“Minja and Climate Change” by Zoran Markovic from
Montenegro was crowned best short animated film.

“A well-made short animated film that in a comic way
addresses a major important issue. All seen through the
eyes of a child, and with a wonderful final dispute that leaves
us with a big smile on our face and a hope for the future,”
the jury wrote.

Anders Lennberg, Anna Lonn-Franco and Bratisav

isaway to personal liberation.

Farzaneh Qaemi.

Stankovic were members of the jury.

Iranian Theater Forum publishes “Director’s Craft” in Persian

_ TEHRAN — The

e s Kk jranian Theater Forum
has published a Persian translation of
British scholar and director Katie Mitchell’s
“The Director’s Craft”.

Sakineh Arabnejad is the translator of
the book released in collaboration with
Noazma Publications.

Written by one of the most adventurous
and respected directors working today, “The
Director’s Craft” is an essential item in every
student and practitioner’s kitbag.

It provides detailed assistance with each
aspect of the varied challenges facing all theater
directors, and does so with startling clarity. It

also inspires everyone, from the beginner just
starting out to the experienced practitioner
looking to reinvigorate their practice.
Mitchell shares and explains the key
practical tools she uses to approach her
work with actors, production teams and
the script itself. She addresses topics such
as the ideas that underpin a play’s script,
preparing improvisations, twelve Golden
Rules for working with actors, managing
the transition from rehearsal room to theater,
and analyzing the work after a run has ended.
Each chapter concludes with asummary
of its critical points, making this an ideal
reference work for both directors and actors

at any stage of their development.

Mitchell has directed plays for the Royal
Shakespeare Company, the Royal National
Theatre, the Royal Court, the Young Vic
and the Donmar Warehouse.

Outside the UK, she has directed at the
Royal Dramatic Theater in Sweden, the
Koln Schauspielhaus in Cologne and the
Piccolo Theater in Milan.

Her opera work includes productions
for Welsh National Opera, Glyndebourne
Festival Opera and English National Opera.
She has received two Time Out Awards and
one Evening Standard Award for Best Director.

Mitchell is a prolific director. From 2009

TheDirector’s
raft;

Front cover of the Persian translation of
“The Director’s Craft” by Katie Mitchell.
to 2018, she opened 59 productions, of which
21 were operas; 31 were originated outside
her homeland.



	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4 
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

