
Iran, Iraq Boost Ties Amid 
Regional Reconciliation Push

From Inside

•	 Iran-Saudi talks must be balanced to solve 
regional problems, expert suggests. P2

•	 Foreign intervention in Afghanistan doomed 
to failure, ex-diplomat highlights P2

•	 Intelligence chiefs meet in Islamabad to 
discuss Afghanistan P2

•	 Iran’s nuclear chief calls talks with Grossi 
constructive P3

•	 Iran Navy left ‘American terrorists’ in 
strategic ambiguity: top commander P3

•	 Domestic production of 2 catalysts saves 
Iran’s petchem sector $70m P4

•	 ‘Macroeconomic indicators to be focused 
in drafting next budget bill’ P4

•	 PMO to modify financial framework of 
operatory contracts P4

•	 Newly released FBI memo hints at Saudi 
involvement with 9/11 hijackers P5

•	 Ancient bas-relief discovered near 
Persepolis P6

•	 IRCS sets up COVID-19 testing site in 
Kenya P7

•	 Jashn-e Atefeha begins to help students 
in need nationwide P7

•	 Iranian-Islamic traditional medicine 
comes to help treat coronavirus P7

•	 Book on ethics, propaganda in U.S. comics, 
films published in Persian P8

•	 “Bone Marrow”, “Hit the Road”, “Maya” to 
compete in Vancouver festival P8
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Report

U.S. “war on terror” 
cost $5tn, who won? 

Normally set aside for natural disasters and 
other crises, Congress funded America’s “war on 
terror” using emergency and contingency money 
that sidestepped the normal process to allocate 
funds for overseas military missions. 

For the first 10 years, this budgetary system of 
emergency appropriations was used. It meant the 
details of where the money ended up were kept 
on a low profile. It also enabled officials to keep a 
false impression that the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq would be over soon. 

So, after 20 years and nearly $5tn spent. Who 
benefited from the “war on terror”? 

Firstly, in Afghanistan and Iraq, the Pentagon 
sent an unprecedented number of private con-
tractors. Some military bases resembled U.S. cit-
ies, packed with different fast-food chains. 

The contractors ran almost every aspect of 
America’s military adventurism. They construct-
ed the bases and catered for them while provid-
ing computer and logistic services. They supplied 
the chain of food and water, other drinks, trucks, 
warplanes, helicopters, warships, drones as well 
as keeping the ammunition and weapons flowing 
into both countries. 

Most of the time, there were more contractors 
than troops. In July last year, the Pentagon had nearly 
22,600 contractors in Afghanistan. That was about 
double the number of troops in the country. 

In other words, the U.S. Department of Defense 
was on a spending spree. 

It awarded the contracts; it made the decisions 
and it kept a percentage of the money spent in 
classified accounts. 

Nothing stood in the way. Not even the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis. When Congress imposed spending 
caps on all departments, the Department of Defense 
was the only exception as it used the emergency and 
contingency measures as a pretext to avoid the cuts. 

In fact, between 2001 and 2020 the Pentagon 
budget doubled.  

Where was that money invested? The Pentagon 
spent, at a time when Americans were suffering, 
upgrading its military equipment, buying new mil-
itary hardware and servicing others. This is despite 
the fact most of this military hardware was not 
being used in the “war on terror” but rather being 
deployed elsewhere. 

This is where the former Secretary of Defense, 
Robert Gates, described the whole process as a 
“culture of endless money”.   Page 5

Taliban- problem to 
opportunity  

By Batoul Sbeity

After the Soviet Union was expelled from Af-
ghanistan the Taliban arose out of a civil war in the 
1990s and subsequently seized control of Kanda-
har in 1994, in addition to the central government 
in Kabul in 1996, ruling most of Afghanistan until 
the U.S. invaded in 2001. 

The launching of the American strategy in West 
Asia began in Afghanistan, where the extreme 
Salafist movements arose under American aus-
pices. It started specifically in Afghanistan. Their 
functional role at first was fighting the Soviet 
Union, but later they became a part of the existing 
factions. The Taliban, however, had not originally 
fought against the Soviet Union and later against 
the Americans, hence America is not strategically 
sensitive towards the Taliban.

The Taliban was founded due to the West’s need 
to enter Afghanistan and unite it under a single 
banner that America can have a presence in, since 
they wanted to invest in Afghanistan, and this re-
quired the land to have a level of stability. 

Pakistan’s role in the emergence of the Taliban, 
during H. W. Bush’s administration was within the 
American strategy for the whole area, in a similar 
manner to the role of Turkey in sponsoring terror-
ist organizations within the so-called ‘Arab Spring’, 
during the Obama administration. 

Hence, the emergence of the Taliban was to serve 
as a functional role within the American strategy and 
under Pakistani auspices, given the Taliban were fed 
by Pakistani intelligence and cannot, therefore, ex-
clude themselves from being labeled as the product 
of America and Pakistan.  Page 5

U.S. support for 
democracy abroad is 
a sick joke: ex-Senate 
candidate

By M. A. Saki

TEHRAN - Whether Republicans or Democrats 
control the White House, America’s support for de-
mocracy abroad is a “sick joke”, a former U.S. Sen-
ate candidate says.

“Whether one looks at ‘Neo-Conservatives’ or 
‘Neo-Liberals’ the fact is that support of ‘Democ-
racy’ abroad by the United States is yet another 
sick joke, whether the Democratic Party or the Re-
publican Party controls the White House and Capi-
tol Hill,” Mark Dankof tells the Tehran Times.

President Joe Biden signed an executive order 
on Friday directing the Department of Justice and 
other government agencies to review documents 
related to the FBI’s 9/11 investigations for poten-
tial declassification — fulfilling a campaign prom-
ise just days before the 20th anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks.

The president’s executive order came after 
nearly 1,800 Americans directly affected by the 
attacks issued a statement last week opposing 
Biden’s participation in any memorial events this 
year unless he upholds his pledge to declassify 
the documents, evidence they believe may show 
a connection between Saudi Arabian leaders and 
the events.

Concealing information by the U.S. about the 
Saudi role in the September 11 attacks reminds one 
of the cozy ties between Riyadh and Washington 
that prevent opening critical files despite the Sau-
di track record regarding human rights and spon-
soring extremism.

American politicians who claim that their coun-
try is the cradle of democracy have shown they 
never hesitate to support tyrannical regimes like 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain when it comes to their 
interests. 

“American foreign policy is based on the main-
tenance of the Petrodollar, access to other nations’ 
minerals and raw materials, coercive maintenance 
and expansion abroad of the post-Bretton Woods 
central banking system globally,” the American an-
alyst notes.

Dankof remarks, “Support of ‘Democracy’ 
abroad or domestically by the United States 
government is entirely rhetorical. It is a trans-
parent and quintessentially hypocritical con-
tradiction.”   Page 5

“Kill Mehdi Araqi”, 
book on Iranian 
political dissident 
introduced 

TEHRAN – A book entitled “Kill Mehdi Araqi” on 
political dissident Seyyed Mehdi Araqi during the reign 
of the Shah was introduced on Saturday during a 
meeting in Tehran.

Writers Seyyed Mostafa Hosseini and Abdorreza 
Nematollahi and a number of Araqi’s comrades, 
including Mohsen Rafiqdoost and Ezzatollah Shahi, 
attended the meeting organized at the Mehr News 
Agency. 

Nematollahi has previously directed the 
documentary films “A Lone Knight” and “Kill Mehdi 
Araqi” about the political dissident.  Page 8

TEHRAN - Iranian Oil Industries Commissioning 
and Operation Company (OICO) has signed a deal 
with the National Petrochemical Company (NPC) 
for the operation and maintenance of the country’s 
West Ethylene Pipeline (WEP) which is the world’s 
largest ethylene pipeline.

As reported by Shana, the deal was signed on 
Sunday by Jalal Mir-Hashemi, the NPC’s director for 
the production control and OICO’s Chairman of the 
Board Manouchehr Taheri, in a ceremony attended 
by senior officials including NPC Head Behzad Mo-

hammadi.

Based on the mentioned deal, the operation, re-
pair and maintenance of the West Ethylene Trans-
mission Pipeline, including pipelines and pressure 
boosting stations, has been assigned to OICO as 
the contractor.

Commissioned in 2012, WEP is the most import-
ant investment project by Iran’s petroleum indus-
try for developing western areas of the country. 

This pipeline is 2,700 kilometers long and feeds 

petrochemical plants in Kermanshah, Andimeshk, 
Lorestan, Kordestan, Miandoab and Mahabad.

The pipeline was approved by the government in 
2002 for the purpose of compensating for creat-
ing jobs, engaging the private sector, stimulating 
production and upgrading technology in the west-
ern provinces. The project was initially supposed 
to become operational in 2007, but due to many 
changes, technical challenges, increased costs and 
insufficient budget allocation the inauguration 
was delayed.  Page 4

TEHRAN — IAEA chief Rafael Mariano Grossi 
came to Iran late on Saturday in order to begin his 
consultations with the new Iranian administration, 
but did he gain what he was seeking?

Iran had vetoed the International Atomic Energy 
Agency’s request to have “full” access to the footages 

and memory cards of the nuclear sites. In December 
2020, the Iranian parliament passed the generalities 
of a bill titled “Strategic Action to Lift Sanctions.”

The bill requires the government to raise urani-
um enrichment levels to 20% and install advanced 
centrifuges. 

According to the 9-article bill, the Atomic Energy Or-
ganization of Iran (AEOI) will be required to produce and 
store at least 120 kilograms of enriched uranium with 
20 percent purity at the Fordow nuclear facility every 
year, and to fulfil the country’s peaceful industrial de-
mands with uranium enriched above 20%.  Page 2

OICO inks deal with NPC for operation, maintenance of world’s top ethylene pipeline
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Report

Lake Urmia restoration 
prescribed for 
Bakhtegan Wetland

TEHRAN – A restoration plan and model of sus-
tainable agriculture previously implemented on 
the catchment area of Lake Urmia will be extended 
to Bakhtegan Wetland in Fars province.

A memorandum of Understanding was signed 
between the Iranian Wetlands Conservation Proj-
ect and the Department of Environment (DOE), 
the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), 
and the Government of Japan to implement Lake 
Urmia restoration achievements on Bakhtegan 
and Shadegan wetlands from 2021 to 2024.

By using the capacity built and the lessons 
learned, the new project will be scaled up to addi-
tional pilots, including Bakhtegan Wetland, Ahmad 
Reza Lahijanzadeh, deputy chief of the DOE for the 
marine environment, said.

In recent years, with the heterogeneous devel-
opment of agriculture, dams, and water transfer 
to desert areas, the conditions for wetlands in the 
country have become unsuitable. Successful experi-
ence of public participation in Lake Urmia revival was 
formed in three provinces of West Azarbaijan, East 
Azarbaijan, and Kordestan, he explained.  Page 7

Documentation of rare 
manuscripts begins in 
Sheikh Safi ensemble

TEHRAN - A project for documenting the rare 
manuscripts and historical documents persevered 
at the Sheikh Safi al-Din Khanegah and Shrine En-
semble, northwestern Ardabil province has been 
commenced.  

Dating back to the Safavid (1501-1736) and Qa-
jar (1789-1925) eras, the manuscripts were eval-
uated, examined, and documented by the experts 
of the Research Institute of Cultural Properties, 
CHTN reported on Sunday. 

The manuscripts included copies of the Holy Qu-
ran, some documents, affidavits, and letters, the 
report added. 

The documents are planned to be preserved and 
restored in the near future. 

The UNESCO-registered Sheikh Safi al-Din 
Khanegah and Shrine Ensemble is a microcosm of 
Sufism where arrays of harmonious sun-scorched 
domes, well-preserved and richly-ornamented fa-
cades and interiors, and, above all, an atmosphere 
of peace and tranquility have all made a must-see 
stopover while traversing northwest Iran.

The ensemble is named after Sheikh Safi al-Din 
Ardabili (1253-1334), who was a   Page 6

Iran’s Hassanzadeh 
on brink of 
goalscoring 
milestone

TEHRAN – Iran captain Ali Asghar Hassanzadeh 
can reach milestone in his quest to be among the 
top 10 goalscorers in the history of the FIFA Futsal 
World Cups. 

Hassanzadeh, 33, has represented Iran 297 
times since 2005 and will participate in the FIFA 
Futsal World Cup for the fourth time. 

He has scored 10 goals in the last three edi-
tions and needs four mor goals in the 2021 
Futsal World Cup to be among the top 10 goal-
scorers. 

If Hassanzadeh scores six goals in Lithuania, 
he will equal his countryman Saeid Rajabi’s re-
cord who has scored 16 goals in the prestigious 
events.

Hassanzadeh is among the most-decorat-
ed futsal players in Iran, winning the AFC Futsal 
Championship four times, as well as a bronze med-
al in the 2016 FIFA Futsal World Cup. 

Iran will start the campaign on Tuesday with a 
match against Serbia in Group F.

Did Grossi find what he was 
looking for?

Op-ed

Interview

TENDER RENEWAL INVITATION No: 400-02 MS
IRAN ALUMINIUM COMPANY(IRALCO),Would like to invite eligible producers/suppliers for the supply of 140 tons cold ramming paste and 40 tons 
paste of steel bar (totally 180 tons paste) on the basis of tender document (instruction and contract template). Interested companies may send their competitive 
offer till 2th October 2021, to below mentioned address.
Address: PO Box 31, opposite Bahonar Park, Natural Resources Boulevard, Arak- Iran;
Postal code: 3818998116
Name of office: Secretariat of the Transaction Committee, Iranian Aluminum Company. Tel: +98 86 32162014  +98 86 32162181 Attention: Mr. Omidi - Mr. Nabiuni; 
Note:
If participants are not able to send sealed envelopes on the base of above mentioned tender instruction, they can send their document through email to secre-
tariat of the transaction Commission to this address: tenders@iralco.ir 
Received emails should be based on terms and condition of tender document and required supporting document should send in two separated files (A, B)
For more information  Attention: Mrs. Mohammadi (Head of Spare part & Machinery department) Tel: +98 8632162402
Email: e.mohammadi@iralco.net; e.mohammadi@iralco.ir
For more information, please visit our website http://www.iralco.ir/ then click tender.

Public Relations Department of Iran Aluminum Company 



TEHRAN - A member of the National 
Security and Foreign Policy Committee 
of the Iranian Parliament says that the 
nuclear case should be pursued inde-
pendently, but the role of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs as a diplomatic ap-
paratus will be protected.

Speaking to Mehr about the contin-
uation of the nuclear talks on Sunday, 
Fadah Hossein Maleki said: “The pres-
ident has a clear position on the con-
tinuation of the nuclear talks and has 
stated that Iran is not after attritional 
talks and all sanctions should to be 
lifted.”

The nuclear talks for a possible re-
vival of the 2015 nuclear deal, officially 
called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA), is expected to be re-
sumed new that a new government 

in Iran has come to power.
The nuclear talks for restoring the 

JCPOA started in April in Vienna and 
until June 20 six rounds of talks were 
held. However, since then no talks have 
taken place because Iran was in the 
process of transition. 

Referring to some consultations 
to transfer the nuclear case to the 
Supreme National Security Council 
(SNSC), he added: “In the previous ad-
ministration, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs dedicated its time to nuclear 
talks and as a result regional talks and 
economic diplomacy were practically 
stopped.”

During the Khatami and Ahmadine-

jad administrations the SNSC was 
tasked to handle the nuclear issue. 
During the two administrations dip-
lomats from the Foreign Ministry 
were also involved in the talks. How-
ever, President Hassan Rouhani, who 
himself was chief nuclear negotiator 
during the Khatami presidency, tasked 
the Foreign Ministry to follow the is-
sue.

 MP Maleki, a former diplomat, stat-
ed that Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian has a special view on the 
region and neighboring countries.

Maleki said there is a kind of con-
sensus among some officials that the 
“nuclear case should be pursued inde-
pendently, but the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the foreign minister will 
have a strong and influential presence 
in the investigation of this case.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Maleki 
said that Iran is seeking an inclusive 
government in Afghanistan with the 
involvement of all ethnic and religious 
groups. 

“The Islamic Republic seeks peace, 
stability and tranquility and the for-
mation of an inclusive government in 
Afghanistan,” stated Maleki, Iran’s for-
mer ambassador to Afghanistan.

Maleki also said the head of Paki-
stan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) 
is present in Panjshir and is involved 
in the formation of the Taliban cabinet. 
He suggested that the Foreign Ministry 
should negotiate with Pakistan, and 
that a meeting should be held between 
Russia, China, Iran and Pakistan to re-
solve the Afghan problem.

“We should not allow Pakistan to 
intervene and maintain U.S. position 

in Afghanistan,” the member of the 
National Security and Foreign Policy 
Committee remarked: 

On the meeting of the parliamentary 
Committee with the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Maleki said: “The Minister of 
Foreign Affairs believes that an inclu-
sive government should be formed in 
Afghanistan so that all ethnic groups 
play a role in the government.” 

A purely Taliban-oriented govern-
ment is currently being formed in 
Afghanistan, and the continuation of 
this process will push Afghanistan to a 
comprehensive war, the MP predicted.

The UN has condemned the Tali-
ban for their “increasingly violent re-
sponse” to dissent, weeks after the 
group’s rapid takeover of Afghanistan.

Taliban fighters killed four people 
during recent protests, the UN said.

Demonstrations have taken place 
across Afghanistan since the fall of 
Kabul on August 15, demanding re-
spect for women’s rights and greater 
freedoms.

Taliban fighters have used batons, 
whips, and live ammunition against 
protesters, the UN said in its report.

“We call on the Taliban to immedi-
ately cease the use of force towards, 
and the arbitrary detention of, those 
exercising their right to peaceful as-
sembly and the journalists covering 
the protests,” a spokeswoman for the 
UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights said in a press statement.

From page 1   The bill entails uranium enrich-
ment activities with at least 1,000 IR-2M centrifuge 
machines at the Natanz nuclear plant within three 
months after the ratification of the law, and compels 
the AEOI to launch uranium enrichment as well as re-
search and development activities with at least 164 
IR-6 centrifuges and increase the number of centri-
fuge machines to 1,000 within a year after the ratifi-
cation of the bill.

The bill also requires the government to suspend 
the voluntary implementation of the Additional Proto-
col to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) three 
months after the ratification of it if the parties to the 
nuclear deal between Iran and world powers, official-
ly known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), failed to uphold their obligations under the 
agreement.

During his trip, Grossi met with Mohammad Eslami, 
Iran’s nuclear chief. The two had a “constructive” dis-
cussion, according to Eslami. 

“Mr. Rafael Grossi came to Tehran at the invitation 
of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran and we had 
good and constructive talks with him,” Mohammad 
Eslami told reporters in a joint press conference with 
Grossi on Sunday.

Eslami also said he will hold talks with Grossi on the 
sidelines of the IAEA’s Board Governors meeting which 
will start in Vienna from Monday.

“We decided to participate in the next meeting and 
continue our talks on the sidelines of the meeting,” 
Iran’s nuclear chief stated.  

What is now clear is that the Board of Governors 
must be cautious over what they issue. The IAEA, be-
fore Grossi’s leadership, mostly focused on the tech-
nical aspects of Iran’s nuclear file. Since Grossi took 
office, the UN nuclear watchdog has been trying to 
politicize the case, which has nothing to do with the 
IAEA obligations. 

The nuclear file has two separate aspects. The Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action and the negotiations to 
revive the internationally agreed deal; and the techni-
cal aspects with respect to Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
The IAEA must know its limits and stick to the very 
mission it was founded for. 

As for the JCPOA revival negotiations, Iran had 
previously stated that it has no problem returning 
to the negotiations, as long as the other side shows 
“determination and seriousness” and negotiate with 
goodwill. 

According to the joint statement issued by the AEOI 
and the IAEA, “the parties recalled and reaffirmed the 
spirit of cooperation and mutual trust and its contin-
uation and emphasized the necessity of addressing 
the relevant issues in a constructive atmosphere and 
exclusively in a technical manner.

In the framework of the existing cooperation, the 
two sides decided to maintain their mutual interac-
tions and meetings at relevant levels. To this end, the 
Vice-President and the Head of AEOI will meet the 
IAEA Director General at the sidelines of the upcoming 
General Conference, and the IAEA Director General will 
also visit Tehran in the near future to hold high level 
consultations with the Government of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran with the aim of enhancing cooperation 
between Iran and the IAEA in different fields and dis-
cussing current issues of mutual interest.

IAEA’s inspectors are permitted to service the 
identified equipment and replace their storage media 
which will be kept under the joint IAEA and AEOI seals 
in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The way and the timing 
are agreed by the two sides.”

The statement clearly indicates that Iran has not 
set a specific time for the IAEA’s request to replace 
the storage memory cards. Iran insists on keeping the 
IAEA out of the political aspects of the nuclear file. It is 
time for Board of Governors to keep things technical. 

TEHRAN — Director General of 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) 
Lt. Gen. Faiz Hameed on Satur-
day hosted intelligence chiefs of 
regional countries in Islamabad 
to discuss the Afghan situation, 
according to Pakistani media out-
lets.

The meeting was held as the 
Taliban took the full control of Af-
ghanistan on August 15.

According to sources, intelli-

gence chiefs of Russia, Iran, China, 
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan attended the meeting.

The participants exchanged 
views on the security situation in 
Afghanistan. A week back, the ISI 
chief had visited Afghanistan and 
met Hizb-e-Islami head Gulbad-
din Hekmatyar.

On a similar note, foreign min-
isters of countries neighboring 
Afghanistan held a virtual confer-

ence on Wednesday, September 
8, to discuss the latest develop-
ments in the war-torn country.

The meeting was attended by 
the foreign ministers of Iran, Pa-
kistan, China, Tajikistan, Uzbeki-
stan and Turkmenistan. It took 
place one day after the Taliban 
announced an interim cabinet.

The Taliban captured the capital 
Kabul on August 15 and President 
Ashraf Ghani fled the country.

By Prof. Fan Hongda
The 2021 Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(SCO) summit will be held on September 
16-17 in Tajikistan, the rotating chair of the 
organization. The summit’s attitude towards 
Iran’s application for membership has attracted 
much attention.

    On May 30, 2021, Tajikistan’s Ambassador 
to Tehran Nizomuddin Zohidi said in a press 
briefing on SCO that Iran’s membership in SCO 
has been on the main agenda. The ambassador 
also said that his country will invite the Iranian 
President to participate in the meeting. In a TV 
interview at the end of August, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Amir Abdollahian stated that President 
Ebrahim Raisi will attend the summit.

As early as more than ten years ago, Iran 
applied for SCO’s membership. According to 
the SCO charter, the unanimous consent of 
the existing members is required before new 
members can join. In the past, because of UN 
sanctions and Tajikistan’s opposition, Iran failed 
to become a member of the SCO.

However, on August 11, 2021, Ali Shamkhani, 
the Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National 
Security Council, wrote on his 
Twitter account that “political 
obstacles to Iran’s membership 
in the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization have been lifted and 
Iran’s membership will be finalized 
through technical formalities”.

In this way, it seems that the 
relationship between Iran and SCO 
has made significant progress. 
In fact, Russia has repeatedly 
publicly expressed its support 
for Iran’s membership of SCO. 
According to the Islamic Republic 
National News Agency (IRNA), 
during a telephone conversation 
with President Raisi on August 18, 
2021, President Xi Jinping expressed support 
for Iran’s formal membership in SCO which he 
said will be in the long-term interests of the 
organization”.

China and Russia are the most influential 
members of SCO, and their attitude is crucial 

to whether Iran can join the organization. Now 
the two members have clearly supported Iran’s 
application for the membership of SCO, and 
Iran also stated that all political obstacles have 
been removed. In this way, the possibility of Iran 
being accepted as the ninth member of SCO has 
greatly increased.

SCO membership can enhance Iran’s regional 
and international influence, 
integrate Iran into a certain 
degree of collective security 
arrangements and improve Iran’s 
ability to respond to pressure 
from the United States.

If Iran can successfully gain 
membership of SCO, Iran’s regional 
influence is the core factor. 
Although Iran has encountered 
serious development difficulties 
due to international sanctions 
in the past four decades, its 
influence in West and Central Asia 
has not decreased but increased. 
Many regional issues require Iran’s 

active participation to be resolved. 
Iran’s accession will enhance SCO’s ability to 
respond to regional challenges.

SCO is celebrating its 20th birthday this year. 
Compared with 20 years ago, both regional 
and international situations have undergone 
obvious changes, and SCO has to deal with 

some new challenges. Therefore, SCO needs 
new members who are influential and willing 
to join like Iran. What needs to be mentioned 
in particular is that U.S. threat to the stability 
and security of the international community has 
forced SCO and its members to respond in some 
ways.

For example, the continuous U.S. attacks on 
Russia, China, and Iran are one of the reasons 
why these countries are getting closer. Also, 
the long-term presence of U.S. troops in 
Afghanistan and their irresponsible and hasty 
withdrawal have not only led to a dangerous 
state, but also had a serious impact on regional 
security. It is even more necessary for SCO 
to absorb new forces and respond to new 
challenges more independently.

Judging from the remarks of the secretary 
of the Iranian Supreme National Security 
Council cited above, Iran should have resolved 
the political obstacles to joining SCO through 
diplomatic efforts, leaving only some technical 
issues to face. This shows that Iran has 
made further progress in adapting to the 
requirements of SCO and once again shows its 
strong desire to join the organization.

However, it must be noted that some 
countries do not want Iran to join SCO. These 
countries either don’t want to see Iran use SCO 
to increase its influence, or they don’t want to 
see SCO increase its influence because of Iran’s 
accession. They may take some measures to 
prevent Iran from becoming a member of SCO.

So far Iran’s application for membership will 
be on the agenda of this year’s SCO summit. 
SCO will also discuss on this issue for the first 
time since Pakistan and India became members 
in 2017. As Tajikistan no longer oppose Iran’s 
membership, the attitude of India, which has 
close relations with the United States, is 
worthy of attention. Judging from the two visits 
to Tehran by the Indian Foreign Minister after 
Raisi was elected President of Iran, Iran-India 
relations should not become a new obstacle. 

I believe that the upcoming SCO summit will 
bring good news about membership to Iran.

Fan Hongda is Professor at the Middle East 
Studies Institute of Shanghai International 
Studies University

TEHRAN - A former Iranian diplomat says expe-
rience shows that any foreign intervention in Af-
ghanistan will end in failure, citing Britain  (1839-
42), the Soviet Union (1980-88) and the United 
States (2001-2021) as examples. 

“The interference of foreigners will be doomed 
to failure. As with the former Soviet Union, Britain, 
and most recently the United States, if a country 
like Pakistan intervenes, it will suffer the same 
fate,” Mohsen Rouhi Sefat told ISNA 
in an interview published on Sunday. 

There are certain reports claiming 
that Pakistan’s ISI chief was involved 
in the formation of the Taliban gov-
ernment and the Taliban’s attack on 
the Panjshir Valley.

“The people of Afghanistan are 
against foreign intervention,” the 
former diplomat said, noting, “It 
will soon be shown that if a country 
intervenes, it will fail. Our advice to 
all neighbors and major powers is to 
refrain from interfering in Afghani-
stan’s affairs.”

Regarding the ongoing clashes between the 
National Resistance Front and the Taliban in Pan-
jshir, the Afghan affairs expert said: “The Panjshir 
region has 21 valleys, which the Taliban forces 
have penetrated only to the nearest valley where 
the governor’s office is located. Another 20 valleys 
are under control of the opposition forces. So, we 
have to see what happens in the process of these 
conflicts.”

Rouhi Sefat underlined that the government in 
Afghanistan would not be stable without the par-
ticipation of ethnic groups.

“Because all these issues are ethnic, tensions 

will definitely continue in areas such as Panjshir. 
Of course, in the former Soviet Union, they only 
reached the first valley and conquered it, but did 
not succeed. This seems to be the case for the Tal-
iban this time as well.”

In the end, referring to the virtual meeting of 
Afghanistan’s neighboring countries, he said: 
“These countries also demand the participation of 
ethnic groups in Afghanistan so that the govern-
ment has legitimacy. Therefore, the Taliban must 
know that it will not be able to gain legitimacy 
without comprehensive participation.”

Rouhi Sefat also said without the participation 
of all ethnic groups in Afghanistan, no government 
would be stable in the Central Asian country.

“(Instead,) the former diplomat said, “instability 
would increase.” 

“The Taliban know that without comprehensive 
participation, they cannot achieve legitimacy,” the 
expert on Afghanistan said.

The Taliban formally declared a 
caretaker government on Tuesday, ap-
pointing acting cabinet ministers who 
were largely loyalists from the group’s 
first years of rule in the 1990s.

The Taliban has appointed Mo-
hammad Hasan Akhund, a close aide 
to the group’s late founder Mullah 
Omar, as head of Afghanistan’s new 
caretaker government, weeks after it 
took control of the country in a rapid 
offensive.

The list of cabinet members an-
nounced by chief spokesman Zabi-

hullah Mujahid on Tuesday was domi-
nated by members of the group’s old guard, with 
no women included.

Regarding the developments in Afghanistan 
and the announcement of the cabinet by the Tal-
iban, Rouhi Sefat said: “Afghanistan’s geographi-
cal, ethnic and racial structure is such that no eth-
nic group has a majority in that country. Therefore, 
any sustainable government should be based on 
the fact that every ethnicity has a significant par-
ticipation in the government.”

He added: “Government based on ethnic and ra-
cial aspirations can last, and if it does not, it will 
not be stable and instability will increase.”

    TEHRAN - An expert on political issues has said 
Iran-Saudi Arabia talks are aimed at solving the re-
gion’s problems, saying Iran seeks peace, security 
and sustainable peace in the West Asia region.

“The Islamic Republic is interested in peace, sta-
bility, sustainable security and comprehensive de-
velopment in the region,” Reza Sadr al-Hosseini told 
the Mehr news agency in an interview published on 
Sunday.   

Noting that talks between countries are first held 
between experts, al-Hosseini said, “Usually in all dip-
lomatic talks between countries, the 
talks are held first at expert level 
and those who are completely im-
mersed in the details.”

Sometimes these talks will take 
years, the expert noted, but at the 
end it will be diplomatic officials 
from involved parties who sign 
agreements.

“Political talks between Iran and Saudi Arabia 
are no exception, and all the provisions of a possi-
ble agreement and all issues that the two countries 
are interested in should be examined in detail at the 
expert level, and after resolving all these issues, the 
negotiations should be pursued at a higher level,” al- 
Hosseini highlighted.

Negotiations usually take place in a shorter period 
of time when they are pursued at a high level, which 
either leads to a solution or not, the expert stated.

“There may be other questions and ambiguities 
in those higher-level negotiations that should be 
re-studied at expert level and expert comments 
should be made on it.”

Iraq, whose prime minister Mustafa al-
Kadhimi visited Iran on Sunday, has so far held three 
rounds of talks between Iran and Saudi Arabia. Ac-
cording to the Iranian Ambassador to Baghdad, Iraj 
Masjedi, the fourth round of talks is set to be held.

An Iraqi government source who requested ano-
nymity, had said Kadhimi will raise “issues of security, 

energy, and relations between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran” with Iranian Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi, according to The 
Arab Weekly.

Raisi has said his administra-
tion prioritizes close relations with 
neighbors. 

Asked about the role of relations 
with neighbors and its effects on 

neutralizing sanctions on Iran, the analyst said: “The 
issue of neutralizing sanctions is another issue that I 
think may be the next priority of these talks.”

The Islamic Republic pursues talks as a principle, 
he underscored.

Sadr al-Hosseini further stated: “If the region is 
governed by a general consensus, it will be in the in-
terest of all countries in terms of security, economy 
and security of the region’s waters, and Iran is also 
interested in the region being safe for all.”

The Islamic Republic is interested in peace, stabili-
ty, sustainable security and comprehensive develop-
ment in the region, and in this regard it is pursuing a 
fair and balanced negotiation, he said.

Sadr al-Husseini also said Iran is interested in re-
solving the region’s problems as soon as possible and 
wishes peace and sustainable security for regional 
countries and at the same time it seeks an expulsion 
of outside powers from the region.

“Iran is interested that all countries in the region 
enjoy lasting security and non-regional countries not 
being present in the region,” he remarked.

“The trans-regional countries, led by the Amer-
icans and the Zionist regime, are doing nothing but 
disrupting relations between the countries of the re-
gion and destabilizing the region.”
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SCO 
membership 
can improve 
Iran’s ability 

to respond to 
pressure from 

the United 
States.

“The Islamic 
Republic is 

interested in 
peace.”

‘The Taliban 
government 
would not be 

stable without 
participation 

of ethnic 
groups.’

Did Grossi find what he was 
looking for?

Nuclear dossier must be pursued 
independently, MP says 

Iran-Saudi talks must be balanced to solve regional problems, expert suggests.

Intelligence chiefs meet in 
Islamabad to discuss Afghanistan

Foreign intervention in Afghanistan 
doomed to failure, ex-diplomat highlights Will the upcoming SCO summit bring good news to Iran?



TEHRAN – During his visit to Tehran, 
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi 
addressed many bilateral issues and 
discussed ways to boost ties with Iran in an 
arduous effort to balance Iraq’s relations 
with key stakeholders in the region.

Heading a politico-economic 
delegation, al-Kadhimi arrived in Tehran 
on Sunday morning and was welcomed by 
the new Iranian president, Ayatollah Seyed 
Ebrahim Raisi. The Iraqi premier met with 
the Iranian president to discuss a variety of 
issues including visa abolition for Iranian 
citizens, completion of a joint railway 
project and increasing the level of trade 
between Iran and Iraq. 

During a joint press conference, the 
two leaders stressed the importance of 
deepening the Iran-Iraq relations at all 
levels. “The deep bonds between Tehran 
and Baghdad stems from the beliefs and 
hearts of two nations, two countries and 
two governments,” Ayatollah Raisi said. 
“Despite the wishes of the enemies, the 
level of relations between Iran and Iraq will 
develop day by day.”

Al Kadhimi is the first high-ranking 
foreign official to visit Iran since 
Ayatollah Raisi took over as Iran’s 
president in August. The Sunday visit was 
also the second visit by al-Kadhimi to Iran 
in a year, which, according to al-Kadhimi 
himself, is indicative of the importance of 
Iran-Iraq relations. 

The Iraqi prime minister’s visit came on 
the heels of a remarkable regional summit 
in Baghdad where many rival countries sat 
together in one place after having been at 
loggerheads for years.  Officials from Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 

Qatar, Egypt, Jordan, and France gathered 
in Baghdad in late August to discuss how 
to improve relations. 

Many important meetings were held 
between foreign officials that grabbed 
global headlines. The Egyptian president 
met with the emir of Qatar and the UAE 
prime minister sat down and talked with 
the Iranian foreign minister. But there was 
no meeting between Iran and Saudi Arab, 
the two major players that al-Kadhimi 
seeks to break the ice between them. 

Arab media outlets reported that 
during his visit to Tehran, al-Kadhimi 
would pursue a mediation between 
Tehran and Riyadh among other issues. 
Informed sources revealed to Al-Araby 
Al-Jadeed that Al-Kadhimi will discuss 
with Iranian officials four important 
issues during the visit, which are the Iraqi 
elections issue, the energy issue, and the 
mediation between Iran and Saudi Arabia, 
as well as other mediation between 
Tehran and Washington.

Upon leaving Baghdad for Tehran, al-
Kadhimi confirmed that his visit will include 
discussions on regional, and international 
issues. He said that in addition to discussing 
bilateral coordination with regard to 
positions on regional and international 
issues, and strengthening the region’s 
security and stability, his visit will include 
discussions on issues of common interest, 
and the consolidation of efforts to spread 
sustainable development, according to a 
statement put out by the premier’s office. 

He also said the visit aims to strengthen 
bilateral relations, open up prospects for 
cooperation in various fields, and focus on 
the depth of the relationship between the 
two friendly countries.

In Tehran, he reiterated this message, 
saying that Iraq attaches special importance 
to the development and strengthening of 
relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
“We discussed a set of cases related to 
development of bilateral relations and we 
are determined to expand the level of our 

relations in the interests of the two nations 
as much as possible,” he said. 

In his public remarks in Tehran, al-
Kadhimi put much emphasis on the 
importance of Baghdad-Tehran ties, 
signaling that no amount of media 
speculations would undermine the strong 
bonds between the two nations. This 
message came at a time when some media 
outlets try to portray al-Kadhimi’s efforts 
to balance Iraq’s foreign relations as aimed 
at undermining the Iranian influence in Iraq.

But al-Kadhimi was keen to appreciate 
Iran’s support for the Iraqi government and 
people in the fight against terrorism.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran stood by 
the Iraqi people from the very beginning to 
fight Daesh terrorists, and the Iraqi people 
will always be grateful for this support,” 
he said, adding, “Iraq’s position on the 
relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran 
is stable and the Iraqi government and 
people will stand by the Iranian people and 
government in all areas.”

The Iraqi prime minister made it clear 
that he understands the benefits of 
boosting ties with Iran. During his joint 
presser with Ayatollah Raisi, al-Kadhimi 
underlined that democratic Iraq, rising 
from destructions caused by former 
dictators, wants to have the best relations 
with all of its neighbors, including Iran.

The Iranian president assured the Iraqi 
premier that “the development of relations 
between the two countries can strengthen 
the role of Tehran and Baghdad in regional, 
global and international relations, and 
today the emphasis was on strengthening 
and deepening the relations between the 
two countries.”

TEHRAN - Iranian Army Commander Abdolrahim 
Mousavi has lauded the return of a fleet of Iran’s 
Navy from an Atlantic mission, describing it as an 
achievement that left the United States in strategic 
ambiguity. 

At a Sunday ceremony held to welcome the return 
of the 75th Fleet of the Navy of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Army from its Atlantic mission, Mousavi 
described the mission as “historic.”

“This historic mission was achieved in complete 
independence and with the blessings of the Islamic 
Revolution and the Islamic Republic and the 
ingenious measures of the Commander-in-Chief, 
and with tact, intelligence, perseverance, courage 
and jihadist action of the Navy and is considered an 
important step in achieving the goals of the second 
step of the Revolution,” the top commander said.

He added, “This strategic move left the global 
arrogant navy, led by American terrorists, in 
strategic ambiguity. The implementation of this 
mission showed the global arrogance that the word 
of the Iranian people has been strengthened and no 
obstacle can stop the will of this nation for the rise 
of civilization to the sea. Maximum sanctions have 
increased our power.”

Mousavi also appreciated the message issued 
by the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei, to commemorate the “powerful, 
honorable” return of the Iranian Amry’s 75th Fleet.

Congratulating the powerful, honorable return 
of the 75th Fleet, Ayatollah Khamenei thanked the 
Commander and each of its staff for the historic 
mission in sailing across the Atlantic Ocean. 

“I offer my congratulations on the powerful, 
honorable return of the 75th Fleet of the IRI Army’s 
Naval Forces from their momentous naval mission 
in the Atlantic Ocean, which has been carried out for 
the first time in Iran’s naval history,” the Leader said 
in his message. 

He added, “Praise God the Army of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran is present on the scene today 
with its insightful, zealous and untiring staff and 
is prepared to strive for the sake of the glorious 
Islamic Revolution’s lofty goals. Preserve and 
promote this capability.”

Ayatollah concluded, “Express my gratitude and 
appreciation to the Commander and each of the 
dear staff of the Fleet.”

The message was communicated to Major 
General Mousavi, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Army.

Mousavi called the Leader message “kind,” adding 
that the Leader had called on the Navy to carry out 
a mission in the Atlantic Ocean nearly a decade ago.

“Everyone remembers that the Supreme 
Commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces first 
approved the idea of going to the Atlantic Ocean 
in December 2011, and reiterated this issue in 
December 2016, and now we thank the great God 
who helped the Iranian sailors to bypass the Cape 
of Good Hope in the worst weather conditions 
and the political and psychological operations of 
the enemy and enter the Atlantic Ocean and carry 
out the order of the Supreme Leader,” Mousavi 
pointed out. 

The 75th fleet of military vessels, including 
Sahand destroyer and Makran forward base ship, 
returned to Iran on Thursday after a mission that 
lasted 133 days.

The fleet has sailed 45,000 kilometers in three 
oceans, passing by 55 countries in three continents.

In a press conference on September 8, Rear 
Admiral Shahram Irani, Commander of the Iranian 
Navy, said the fleet completed the mission without 
receiving help from any country.

The Iranian warships did not need to make any 
port call to fulfill even the technical needs, Irani said.

Irani described the mission of the 75th fleet to the 
northern Indian Ocean and St. Petersburg as “the 

biggest and most historical naval mission.” 

The biggest challenge for the fleet was to prove 
its self-confidence, the Navy chief remarked. 

The commander said, “Demonstrating self-
confidence and capability of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in the world arena was important in this 
mission. For those who never believed in the ability 
of the children of Iran, they now believe in this 
ability.”

He added, “Apart from the Indian Ocean, we went 
to the direction of the China Sea and attended that 
region with Sabalan destroyer. Then we attended 
the Mediterranean Sea bypassing the Suez Canal. 
Then we took another step and went to the Cape 
of Good Hope. And in 20121 we honorably passed 
through three oceans and participated in the parade 
of the Russian Navy.”

On Sunday, a group of 265 members of the 
Islamic Consultative Assembly issued a statement 
to appreciate the proud presence of the Navy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in the Atlantic Ocean, the 
North Sea and the Baltic Sea.

They said in the statement that the Strategic 
Naval Forces of the Army of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran have prevented the enemies from achieving 
their nefarious goals during the difficult period of 
sanctions against Iran. 

The Navy of the Army of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran has made a powerful and proud presence in 
the Atlantic Ocean, the North Sea and the Baltic Sea 
at a time when the humiliated enemy claims that it 
has caused problems for Iran by applying maximum 
pressure, the statement said. The Navy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, while supplying high-tech 
parts from domestic sources, not only did not suffer 
from sanctions, but also appeared much stronger 
than before, the lawmakers noted. 

They thanked Mousavi and the officer corps as 
well as the servicemen of the Iranian Military Navy 
for their tireless efforts. 

Esteghlal will 
experience strange 
condition against 
Al Hilal: expert

By Farrok Hesabi

TEHRAN - Esteghlal Football team will face 
Saudi Arabia’s Al Hilal SFC in a unique and strange 
situation, according to the club’s former player 
Pirouz Ghorbani. 

The Iran Professional League (IPL) runners-up 
will start their campaign in the knockout stage of 
the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Champions 
League with an old and strong rival, Al Hilal. 

The Blues claimed first place in Group C, which 
was one the toughest groups of the preliminary 
round of the 2021 AFC Champions League. 

Esteghlal now have a completely different 
team than what they had during the group stage, 
Ghorbani confirms.

“A lot of players have left the team, some 
of them were the key ones like Mehdi Ghaedi, 
and Esteghlal has signed several new faces 
in the summer which will wear the team’s 
jersey for the first time in such an important 
tournament,” Ghorbani said.

“On the other hand, the Iranian league has not 
started yet, and teams, who are the country’s 
representatives in the AFC Champions League, 
will enter the Round of 16 clashes without full 
preparation and without playing any official 
match for some months. But Al Hilal have 
played three games in the Saudi’s league, 
which is an advantage for them. I think it is a 
strange and difficult situation that Esteghlal 
will experience in the continental competitions, 
a unique one!” he added.

Having retained the faith of fans and the 
managers of Esteghlal for at least another year, 
Farhad Majidi hopes to succeed with Esteghlal 
both in Asian competitions and the domestic 
ones where he and his side are desperate to end 
the five-year reign of the dominance of archrivals 
Persepolis in the Iranian league.

Esteghlal also determined to erase the memory 
of the last edition’s Round of 16, where they lost to 
Pakhtakor 2-1.

While Pirouz Ghorbani avoided talking about 
the technical points of the game because both 
teams have changed a lot, he wished success for 
his former team in what he called a very tough 
challenge.

“I think concentration will be an important factor 
for this game. All the players must be concentrated 
on their jobs from the beginning to the end. It will 
be a tough challenge, and I hope that Esteghlal win 
this challenge,” he concluded.

Sayyadmanesh 
nets equalizer 
against Rukh 
Vynnyky 
TEHRAN – Iranian forward of Zorya Luhansk 

Allahyar Sayyadmanesh scored against Rukh 
Vynnyky in the seventh round of the Ukrainian 
Premier League. 

The hosts opened the scoring in the 37th minute 
when Andriy Boryachuk scored his third goal of the 
season.

With 16 minutes remaining in regular time, Zorya 
equalized through Sayyadmanesh. The Iranian 
forward overtook two defenders and put the ball 
past Rukh keeper Dmitry Matsapura.

With the result, Zorya climbed to sixth place in 
the league while Rukh are in eighth place.

On Thursday, Zorya will make their debut in the 
group stage of the Conference League in a match 
against Norwegian Bude Glimt.

Iran ease past 
Hong Kong in 
Asian Volleyball 
C’ship
TEHRAN – Iran eased past Hong Kong in 

straight sets (25-12, 25-18,25-19) in their opening 
match of the 21st Asian Senior Men’s Volleyball 
Championships on Sunday.

Behrouz Ataei’s men will meet Thailand and 
Pakistan in Pool B on Monday and Tuesday, 
respectively.

The 21st edition features 16 teams comprising 
hosts Japan, India, Qatar and Bahrain in Pool A 
and reigning champions Iran, Pakistan, Thailand 

and Hong Kong China in Pool B. Pool C consists 
of Australia, China, Uzbekistan and Kuwait, with 
Korea, Chinese Taipei, Kazakhstan and Saudi 
Arabia in Pool D.

As of September 6, 2021, world No.10 Japan 
are the Asian team with the best world ranking, 
followed respectively by Iran (11), Korea (21), Qatar 
(27), China (29), Australia (30), Chinese Taipei (32), 
Thailand (39), Pakistan (52) and Kazakhstan (58).

The 21st Asian Senior Men’s Volleyball 
Championship will be held from Sept. 12 to 
19 in Chiba, Japan, and the teams vye for two 
spots in next year’s FIVB Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship in Russia.

Fu Ming chosen to 
referee Esteghla v 
Al Hilal match
TEHRAN – Fu Ming will officiate the match 

between Iran’s Esteghla and Saudi Arabia’s Al Hilal 
in the AFC Champions League. 

Farhad Majidi’s side will meet Asian giants Al 
Hilal on Monday in Dubai’s Zabeel Stadium in Round 
of 16 of the 2021 AFC Champions League. 

Ming, 38, officiated a match between Iran and 
Bahrain in early June at the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 and AFC Asian Cup China 2023, where Dragan 
Skocic’s team defeated their hosts 3-0.

The Chinese referee has been a full international 
referee for FIFA since 2014.

Persepolis striker 
Mehdikhani misses 
Istiklol match 
TEHRAN – Persepolis football team forward 

Mehdi Mehdikhani will miss the match against 
Tajikistan’s Istiklol due to a hand injury. 

He suffered a forearm injury in the training in 
Dushanbe, Tasnim reported. 

Persepolis is scheduled to meet Istiklol on 
Tuesday in Round of 16 of the 2021 AFC Champions 
League.

Mehdikhani must undergo surgery in Tehran and 
will be sidelined for four weeks.

We play with all 
our might against 
Al Hilal: Majidi
TEHRAN – Esteghlal football team coach Farhad 

Majidi says that they will do their best with all their 
might against Saudi Arabia’s Al Hilal.

The Iranian team are scheduled to face the Asian 
giants Al Hilal Monday night at the Zabeel Stadium 
in Dubai in the 2021 AFC Champions League Round 
of 16.

“First of all, I would like to thank Al Wasl football 
club because they cooperated with us. I have good 
memories of playing here,” Majidi said.

“We are well aware that we have a difficult match 
ahead of us because Al Hilal are the best Saudi 
Arabian football team. We have analyzed the team 
and I hope our players show a good performance 
against them,” he added.

“We have had so many difficulties but decided not 
to think about the problems and just concentrate 
on the match.

“Esteghlal booked a place in Round of 16 in a 
tough group and we deserved to play the match 
on our home soil. 10 days ago, Syria football team 
played in Tehran and I don’t know what’s the 
difference between two matches. If we qualify for 
the next stage, we will have to play in Saudi Arabia 
and I don’t know the reason,” he stated.

“At the end, I have the message for our fans. 
We will play Al Hilal with all our might,” Majidi 
concluded.

Iran Navy left ‘American terrorists’ in strategic ambiguity: top commander
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IRAN IN FOCUSIran, Iraq boost ties amid regional 
reconciliation push

“What is important 
to us and what 
the Agency is 

emphasizing is to 
build trust”

Iran calls talks with IAEA director constructive 
TEHRAN - The new chief of the Atomic 

Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) 
Mohammad Eslami on Sunday described 
his talks with IAEA Director General Rafael 
Grossi as “good and constructive”. 

“Mr. Rafael Grossi came to Tehran 
at the invitation of the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran and we had good and 
constructive talks with him,” Mohammad 
Eslami made the remarks in a joint press 
conference with Grossi. 

Eslami also said he will hold talks with 
Grossi on the sidelines of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency’s Board Governors 
which will start in Vienna from Monday.

“We decided to participate in the next 
meeting and continue our talks on the 
sidelines of the meeting,” Iran’s new 
nuclear chief stated.  

Eslami added, “The spirit governing the 
negotiations is to create opportunities 
for the development of interactions, 
cooperation within the framework of the 
rules and regulations of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency.”

Stating that all issues between Iran 
and the IAEA are basically technical 
and that political issues have no place 
in relations between the two sides, 
Iran’s nuclear chief said: “We decided 

to participate in the next meeting and 
continue our talks on the sidelines of the 
meeting.”  

Grossi to visit Iran again in the near 
future

Eslami also said, “We have agreed that 
Mr. Grossi will visit Tehran again in the near 
future.”

“It was also decided 
that the experts of the 
Agency would come 
to Iran to replace the 
memory cards of the 
technical surveillance 
cameras and take the 
necessary technical 
measures for the 
cameras. And the 
memory card is sealed 
according to the routine 
in Iran and stored there, 
and new cards are installed.”

Eslami, who is also vice president, 
highlighted, “What is important to us 
and what the Agency is emphasizing is 
to build trust”. 

“Mutual trust between the Islamic 
Republic and the Agency must be maintained, 
and the Agency must play a significant role 
in fulfilling its legal obligations to advance 

Iran’s nuclear energy,” Eslami stressed.

In a telephone conversation with 
European Council President Charles Michel 
on Wednesday, Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi said that taking an unconstructive 
approach towards the Iran nuclear deal by 
the IAEA would undermine the path of the 
nuclear negotiations in Vienna.

Also, Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 
Saeed Khatibzadeh 
warned on Monday 
that a political 
exploitation of the 
UN nuclear watchdog 
would entail a different 
response from Iran 
and no side should 
“miscalculate”.

Speaking to 
reporters in his weekly 

press conference, Khatibzadeh said that 
the next meeting of the IAEA’s Board of 
Governors is a usual one.

He described the relationship between 
Iran and the IAEA as technical and 
respectful and hoped that no one would 
interfere in this relationship.

Iran’s Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative to Vienna-based 

International Organizations Kazem 
Gharibabadi stated that the IAEA had to 
maintain its neutrality and professionalism.

Gharibabadi told reporters on Tuesday 
that all Iran’s nuclear activities, including 
uranium enrichment at various levels, 
were carried out within the framework 
of Iran’s nuclear rights under the Non-
Proliferation Treaty based on Iran’s 
safeguard obligations.

The IAEA has been tasked to monitor 
Iran’s nuclear program based on the 2015 
nuclear deal – JCPOA - according to which 
Iran agreed to put limits on its nuclear 
activities in exchange for termination of 
economic and financial sanctions.

However, Iran gradually removed caps 
on its nuclear activities as the U.S. quit 
the nuclear deal in May 2018 and imposed 
the harshest sanctions in history against 
Iran. Iran decided to remove bans one year 
after the U.S. left the agreement and the 
European parties to agreement did nothing 
to compensate Iran for the sanctions.

Gharibabadi said since the other parties 
have not fulfilled their JCPOA obligations 
in lifting sanctions, and the U.S. policy of 
imposing illegal and unilateral sanctions 
on Iran still goes on, no one can pressure 
Tehran to halt its nuclear activities.



TEHRAN - Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organi-
zation (PMO)’s Deputy Head for Ports and Eco-
nomic Affairs Farhad Montaser Kouhsari says 
his organization plans to modify the financial 
framework of its operatory contracts, the PMO 
portal reported on Sunday.

Given that the framework of PMO contracts 
has been drafted in the past, there is a need to 
quickly review and update existing contracts to 
address the recent challenges posed by sanc-
tions and rising exchange rates, Kouhsari said.

“The private sector has been investing in ports 
in the face of sanctions and the outbreak of the 
Covid 19 pandemic, and it is therefore necessary 
to pay serious attention to their problems and 
issues,” the official added.

He emphasized that one of the programs 
of the Ports and Maritime Organization is to 
change and upgrade the existing contracts of 
the current port operators at Shahid Rajaei port 
from short-term management contracts to 

long-term investment and BOT contracts that 
would be proportional to the amount of invest-
ment.

“If the contract is short-term, port operators 
will not have a proper security margin,” he said.

According to the official, the operators of the 
mentioned port have contracts that expire in 
the Iranian calendar year 1402 (begins in March 
2023) and PMO expects them to renew their 
contracts.

He also noted that the general goods terminal 
in Khorramshahr port has been merged with the 
port’s container terminal in the operatory con-
tracts, and the same approach will be followed 
for Bushehr port.

“By modifying and reviewing port contracts 
and optimal management of them, monitoring 
the implementation of investment companies’ 
obligations, especially in providing non-stra-
tegic equipment and supplying equipment 
shortages in ports will be eliminated,” Montaser 
Kouhsari said.

Iran, which has adopted the strategy of 
boosting its non-oil export to counter the U.S. 
sanctions on its economy, has many programs 
underway for the development of its ports, re-
garding the significant role of the ports in the 
promotion of exports.

In this regard, the country has the attraction 
of investment to the ports on agenda, and de-
spite the restrictions and limitations created by 
the outbreak of the coronavirus, Iranian ports 
managed to attract significant investment by 
the domestic private sector.

From page 1    WEP has the capacity of car-
rying 3.5 million tons of ethylene, 2.5 million 
tons of which comes from South Pars and the 
rest from Gachsaran. That would feed 12 pet-
rochemical plants in the west of the country.

The petrochemical industry plays a crucial 
role in Iran’s non-oil economy, as the ex-
port of such products is the second-largest 
source of revenue for the country after crude 
oil. Petrochemical exports already constitute 
nearly 33 percent of the country’s non-oil ex-
ports.

Facing the restrictions that the unjust U.S. 
sanctions brought about for the oil industry, 
its development has not been halted and, 
with a change in strategies, the Oil Ministry 
has been distancing itself from crude selling 
and is moving toward the production of prod-
ucts with more value-added.

One of the major areas for the realization 
of this goal has been the petrochemical in-
dustry, where a wide range of valuable prod-
ucts can be produced from Iran’s vast oil and 
gas resources.

TEHRAN- Over 1.863 million tons of com-
modities worth more than 84 trillion rials 
(about $2 billion) were traded at Iran Mer-
cantile Exchange (IME) in the past Iranian 
calendar week (ended on Friday).

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations 
and International Affairs Department, the 
exchange sold 1.536 million tons of com-
modities on its metals and minerals trading 
floor.

The next trading floor was the oil and pet-
rochemical on which the exchange saw trade 
of 322,000 tons of commodities.

It’s worth noting that the IME played host 
to trade of 4,875 tons of commodities on its 
side market as well.

Over 2.231 million tons of commodities 
worth more than 150 trillion rials (about 
$3.571 billion) were traded at IME two weeks 
ago, indicating a 47-percent rise in value and 
a 250-percent growth in weight of the trad-
ed goods, as compared to its previous week.

The exchange sold 1.717 million tons of 
commodities on its metals and minerals 
trading floor. The next trading floor was the 
oil and petrochemical on which the exchange 
saw trade of 499,076 tons of commodities.

Furthermore, in the agricultural trading 
floor of the IME, more than 250 kilograms of 
saffron was traded by the customers.

The value of trades at Iran Mercantile Ex-
change in the previous Iranian calendar year 

(ended on March 20) rose 108 percent com-
pared to the preceding year.

During the past year, about 3.5 quadrillion 
rials (about $83.5 billion) worth of commod-
ities were traded at the mentioned market.

In the past year, several new records were 
achieved in terms of the volume and value 
of transactions in the mentioned market’s 
various floors including the industrial, pe-
troleum, and petrochemical floors.

IME is one of the four major stock markets 
of Iran, the other three markets are Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also as Iran 
Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX).

TEHRAN – TEDPIX, the main index of 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 
40,466 points to 1.489 million on Sunday.

As reported, over 7.51 billion securities 
worth 61.914 trillion rials (about $1.474 
billion) were traded at the TSE on Sunday.

The first market’s index lost 36,745 
points and the second market’s index 
dropped 59,346 points.

TEDPIX gained 6,000 points, or less 
than one percent, in the past Iranian cal-
endar week.

The index closed at 1.526 million 
points on Wednesday (the last working 
day of the week).

During the past week, the indices of 
Bandar Abbas Oil Refinery, Mobarakeh 
Steel Company, State Retirement Fund, 
Social Security Investment Company, 
Isfahan Oil Refinery, and Barekat Phar-
maceutical Group were the most widely 
followed indices.

A capital market analyst has said the 
trades at the Tehran Stock Exchange are 
going to follow an upward trend in the 
remaining months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (ends in March 2022).

“Based on the forecasts, it seems that 
the stock market trading will experience 
a positive trend and be upward by the 
end of this year due to the current in-
flation in the country’s economy,” Soheil 
Kolahchi told IRNA last week.

Emphasizing the parameters affect-

ing stock market transactions, he said: 
“A few days of correction in the market 
paved the way for the return of the up-
ward trend in stock trading, in this re-
gard, the future of this market in the me-
dium term can be considered as upward.”

“Another issue that can affect the 
stock market in the near future is the nu-
clear deal and the outcome of the nego-
tiations, which can to some extent affect 
the trading process in this market,” the 
expert added.

Kolahchi further stressed the need to 
change some of the regulations in the 
stock market and said: “Issues such as 
the base volume and the amplitude in 
the market are among the topics whose 
change has been discussed many times.”

Back in July, Market Analyst Mehdi 
Bayat-Manesh had said that TEDPIX, the 
TSE’s main index, is going to improve in 
the second half of the current Iranian 
calendar year.

Bayat-Manesh noted that considering 
the current trend of capital inflow into 

the market TEDPIX is expected to rise in 
the mentioned period.

According to Bayat-Manesh, the 
government policies for supporting the 
upward trend of the market should con-
tinue in the coming months in order to 
ensure this upward trend.

“It is also better for the managers of 
Iran’s Securities and Exchange Organi-
zation (SEO) to also take the necessary 
measures for supporting the market so 
that the stock market index can once 
again reach more than two million points, 
which takes at least a 
few months to happen.”

He pointed to the 
continuous increase 
in inflation rate in re-
cent months and its ef-
fect on capital market 
transactions and added: 
“Shareholders’ fears and 
worries about invest-
ing in the market will be 
eliminated by increasing 
government support 
and will increase their 
willingness to invest in this market.”

Following the supportive measures 
taken by the government, the Iranian 
stock market has been gradually getting 
back on track and experts believe that 
the market is regaining people’s trust.

Iran’s new Minister of Finance and 
Economic Affairs Ehsan Khandouzi has 

previously underlined the capital market 
as one of the major priorities of his min-
istry during his tenure.

Increasing the role of the capital 
market in financing production com-
panies and projects, diversifying finan-
cial instruments in the capital market, 
eliminating unnecessary regulations 
and barriers, facilitating the entry of 
companies into the stock market, re-
ducing the cost of issuing bonds by fa-
cilitating relevant regulations, canceling 
monopolies and facilitating licensing for 

stock market-related 
services such as port-
folio management, mar-
keting, and brokerage, 
reforming corporate 
governance to manage 
conflict of interest be-
tween major and minor 
stakeholders and final-
ly providing incentives 
for people to invest 
indirectly in the capi-
tal market have been 
mentioned as the major 

programs that the economy ministry is 
going to pursue in order to improve the 
capital market.

According to Khandouzi, the stock 
market is one of the most important 
pillars of the economy as it will play a 
significant role in financing govern-
ment projects and supporting economic 
growth.

TEHRAN - Water inflow into the Iranian dams 
from the beginning of the current water year 
(late September 2020) up to September 9, 
2021, has decreased 47 percent compared to 
the previous year’s same period, according to 
Iran Water Resources Management Company’s 
data.

As IRNA reported, the total volume of water 
inflow to the reservoirs of the country’s dams in 
the mentioned period reached 29.15 billion cubic 
meters, while the figure stood at 55.31 billion cu-
bic meters in the previous year’s same period.

According to the mentioned data, the total 
volume of water stored behind the country’s 
dams stood at 20.2 billion cubic meters on 
September 9, while the figure was reported to 
be 28.5 billion cubic meters last year; this in-
dicates that the total volume of water behind 
the country’s dams has also decreased by 30 
percent year on year.

The capacity of Iran’s dam reservoirs cur-
rently stands at 50.5 billion cubic meters, so 
according to the mentioned data, only 40 per-
cent of the total capacity of the dams is full.

The volume of water outflow from the coun-
try’s dams has also decreased by 34 percent 
compared to the figures for the previous water 

year to stand at 36.23 billion cubic meters.
The sudden increase in temperature in Iran 

and the decline of rainfalls across the country 
have caused severe drought in the current year 
so that the energy ministry is implementing 
new programs for managing water and elec-
tricity consumption.

Some experts believe that the current year is 
one of Iran’s driest years in the last 50 years, and 
the latest report released by the National Center 
for Drought Monitoring confirms this claim.

Out of a total of 183 currently operational 
dams across Iran, 52 are related to the Caspian 
Sea catchment area, 12 are based in the Uru-
mieh basin, 68 dams are located in the Persian 
Gulf and the Gulf of Oman watersheds, 34 dams 
are in the Central Plateau, 11 dams are in Sara-
khs catchment basin, and another six dams 
are located across the eastern boundary basin 
(Hamoun).

TEHRAN- Iranian experts suc-
ceeded in indigenizing the knowl-
edge for the production of two cat-
alysts used in the petrochemical 
sector, which saves this sector $70 
million.

As reported, all production pro-
cesses of the two catalysts have 
been conducted relying on domestic 
knowledge and capabilities.

Last week, a director in Iran’s Na-
tional Petrochemical Company (NPC) 
said that out of 85 types of catalysts 
used in the country’s petrochemical 
industry, 22 types with a value of 
$123 million are now domestically 
produced.

While elaborating on the current 
status of Iran’s petrochemical indus-
try, Shahram Rezaei, the NPC invest-
ment director, said that 35 million 
tons of final products are annually 
produced for the downstream sector 
and export.

Back in early July, the NPC head 
had said that Iranian engineers are 
going to indigenize the knowledge 
for the production of 72 percent of 
the catalysts needed in the country’s 
petrochemical industry by the end 
of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 2022).

According to Behzad Mohammadi, 
the country needs $275 million worth 
of catalysts annually, $200 million of 
which is domestically supplied.

NPC, in collaboration with domes-
tic research institutes and knowl-

edge-based companies, is currently 
working seriously on indigenizing the 
knowledge for the production of the 
rest of the catalysts needed in the 
country’s petrochemical industry.

Back in March 2020, the Manag-
ing Director of the country’s Petro-
chemical Research and Technology 
Company (PRTC) Ali Pajouhan had 
said NPC was planning to indigenize 
nine major catalysts used in the pet-
rochemical industry within the next 
two years.

The official said that NPC had 
signed 20 contracts with knowl-
edge-based companies for mass 
production of catalysts and 70 re-
search projects were also underway 
in this regard.

In early January 2020, NPC held a 
seminar on the indigenization of pet-
rochemical industry catalysts in Kish 
Island.

According to the seminar’s Exec-

utive Secretary Mohammad-Amin 
Ebrahimi, the mentioned seminar 
was aimed to create a common lan-
guage and synergy between catalyst 
producers and consumers and also 
to provide a platform to discuss and 
evaluate the performance of the na-
tive catalysts.

Petrochemical is Iran’s most im-
portant industry after oil and gas. 
The National Petrochemical Compa-
ny hopes to lift output capacity to 
120 million tons per annum by 2022.

The petrochemical industry has 
played a key role in domestic eco-
nomic growth as it creates val-
ue-added and reduces the sale of oil 
and gas on which the economy has 
been dependent for decades.

With abundant hydrocarbon re-
serves and new private sector in-
vestments, Iran is working hard to 
maintain its global status in this key 
sector and broaden its scope.

TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s Plan-
ning and Budget Organization (PBO) 
has said his organization is going to 
target macroeconomic indicators in 
drafting the next fiscal year’s na-
tional budget, ILNA reported.

Making the remarks in the third 
meeting of the next fiscal year’s 
budget headquarters, Masoud 
Mirkazemi stressed that the new 
budget structure should be drawn 
and finalized as soon as possible 
with the participation of all pro-
vincial organizations and relevant 
agencies.

“With the monthly monitoring of 
micro components, we will be able 
to control macroeconomic indica-
tors to ensure the realization of the 
growth in such indicators,” he said.

Pointing out that it is necessary 
to reform development strategies 

in budget allocations, the official 
said: “Development strategies cre-
ated based on the distribution of oil 
revenues have made development 
approaches more complex and diffi-
cult and the thirteenth government 
is determined to reform these strat-
egies.”

“Our goal is to in-
crease the welfare of 
all people,” Mirkazemi 
said, adding that peo-
ple are economically 
under pressure, so all 
plans must be made to 
address bottlenecks in 
this regard.

According to Mirka-
zemi, the economic 
budgeting model should be pro-
gram-based and with a focus on 
economic growth and move from 
project-oriented to economy-cen-

tric. 
“The basis of this work is to review 

the directions of development and to 
be able to calculate economic growth 
in each province with scientific 
methods and then focus on the share 
of production and services sectors 
up to the city level by determining 

the tasks of each sec-
tor,” he explained.

He further noted 
that many provinces 
have a high capacity 
in the industrial sector 
and the government 
needs to use these 
capacities and convert 
unproductive assets 
to support them.

“With the monthly monitoring of 
minor components [in these sec-
tors], we will be able to control mac-

roeconomic indicators to ensure the 
realization of the growth in such in-
dicators,” he said.

Earlier this month, Mirkazemi had 
said his organization was going to 
change the structure of the next 
fiscal year’s national budget for the 
better, following the guidelines of 
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei on the matter.

“The Leader emphasizes on 
changing the structure of the bud-
get bill and making it more effective, 
therefore, it is not in the interest of 
the country to continue the current 
trend, and the budget structure 
should be reviewed,” he said on Sep-
tember 5.

Mirkazemi further noted that the 
main emphasis in the preparation of 
the next year’s budget bill will be on 
achieving economic growth.
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PMO to modify financial model of 
operatory contracts

Development 
strategies based 
on oil revenues 
are difficult to 

realize, PBO head 
says.

Trades at TSE 
are expected 
to follow an 

upward trend, 
according 
to market 
analysts

Water inflow into Iranian dams declines 47% yr/yr

OICO inks deal with NPC for operation, 
maintenance of world’s top ethylene pipeline

‘Macroeconomic 
indicators to be 
focused in drafting 
next budget bill’

TEDPIX loses 40,400 points on Sunday Over 1.8m tons of commodities 
traded at IME in a week

NPC Director for production control Jalal Mir-Hashemi (L) and OICO’s Chairman of the Board 
Manouchehr Taheri signing agreement documents in Tehran on Sunday.

Domestic production of 2 catalysts saves Iran’s petchem sector $70m



From page 1   Following is the text 
of the interview:

Biden ordered the declassification 
of documents relating to the 
September 11 attacks. What is his 
purpose?

Some of the families of 9-11 victims 
have expressed open hostility to Biden 
in the wake of his catastrophically 
botched evacuation of Kabul and 
Afghanistan. He is trying to regain 
respect with them, military families, 
and many Americans generally in the 
wake of his plummeting popularity.

“His declassification of documents 
related to the 9-11 attacks is a joke, 
much as Trump’s declassification 
of documents related to the JFK 
assassination was. The American 
public has been lied to about both 
events for decades. The United States 
government is not about to reveal the 
Israeli role in both episodes. I discussed 
the Israeli role in 9-11 with Kourosh 
Ziabari some years ago in an interview 
still accessible to your readers online. 
Laurent Guyenót discussed the Israeli 
role in the JFK assassination with the 
Tehran Times last November 22nd. 
Some of his analysis is based upon the 
book ‘Final Judgment’ authored by my 
late friend Michael Collins Piper.”

Why has the American 
administration tried to turn a blind 
eye to the Saudi role in sponsoring 
extremism?

The role of the Biden Administration, 
and previous Presidential 
Administrations from LBJ onward, 
has been to cover up Israeli and Saudi 
crimes over many years as these 
American governments have been in 
full partnership with both Israel and 
Saudi in many of these criminal acts. 
The alliance of the United States with 
Saudi greatly strengthened after 
Richard Nixon took the American dollar 
off of the Gold Standard and linked its 
strength and future continued status 
as the reserve currency of the world 
to international oil transactions, hence 
the infamous term ‘Petrodollar,’ which 

is in turned linked to the ongoing 
survivability of the post-Bretton Woods 
central banking system.

Israel’s crimes in stealing Palestine 
are well documented but what is 
especially amazing is the role of the 
United States government and the 
American Deep State in concealing 
Israeli crimes and intelligence 
operations directed at 
the United States. 
9-11 and the JFK 
assassination are but 
two of these. 

Add the 
assassination of 
James Forrestal, 
the USS Liberty 
attack, the NUMEC/
Apollo, Pennsylvania 
nuclear materials 
theft, the murder of RFK, the PROMIS 
affair, and the Pollard/Ben Ami and 
AIPAC spy cases among others. All 
of this demonstrates the symbiotic 
relationship of the Zionist entity and 
the Saudi Petrodollar regime with the 
American political elite and the Deep 
State.”

What the U.S. lectures and what 
it does are in contradiction. For 
example, it supports tyrants who 

show mockery for democratic values. 
The most concrete example is U.S. 
support for Saudi Arabia. What is your 
comment?

American foreign policy is based on 
the maintenance of the Petrodollar, 
access to other nations’ minerals and 
raw materials, coercive maintenance 
and expansion abroad of the post-

Bretton Woods central 
banking system 
globally, and the 
Zionist entity for 
reasons already 
enumerated. Whether 
one looks at ‘Neo-
Conservatives’ or 
‘Neo-Liberals’ the 
fact is that support of 
‘Democracy’ abroad 
by the United States 

is yet another sick joke, 
whether the Democratic Party or the 
Republican Party controls the White 
House and Capitol Hill. Support of 
‘Democracy’ abroad or domestically 
by the United States government is 
entirely rhetorical. It is a transparent 
and quintessentially hypocritical 
contradiction and increasingly so. 

 How do you assess Biden’s 
popularity after the U.S. withdrawal 

from Afghanistan?
His popularity is absolutely tanking, 

not simply in the breathtaking 
incompetence of the President and 
his advisors in botching the needed 
withdrawal from an Afghanistan 
quagmire first begun by George W. 
Bush, but in the increasing awareness 
on the part of the American public 
of Biden’s mental incapacities and 
the accompanying overwhelming 
and enshrouding character of the 
intractable domestic and international 
problems of a dying Empire that the 
46th President of the United States is a 
Poster Boy advertisement for.

The embarrassing spectacle of 
an unraveling Biden Presidency has 
created an excellent opportunity for 
a GOP renaissance in the off-year 
elections of 2022 and in the race 
for the White House in 2024. If that 
occurs, however, we will all see that the 
Republicans can’t address and solve 
these problems either. The American 
Empire is simply going the way of its 
Ancient Roman counterpart.”

Why do Americans refuse to engage 
in a partnership or cooperation with 
China or Russia to resolve conflicts or 
end wars?

The American political elite cannot 
accept that the world we live in is no 
longer a unipolar one. This refusal 
to accept the obvious reality, and 
to recognize that the dangers of 
a Third World War are a terrifying 
possibility that cannot be allowed to 
transpire, underscores the arrogance 
and myopia of a dying Beast well-
characterized by the late Chalmers 
Johnson in his “Sorrows of Empire” 
trilogy. Afghanistan is indeed the 
“Graveyard of Empires” as Kipling 
termed it in the 19th century, and the 
spectacle of the Biden Administration 
sinking in quicksand there makes it 
unbelievable that the American Empire 
can subsequently believe it can prevail 
in a global confrontation with Putin’s 
Russia and an increasingly powerful 
China.”

From page 1   Military hardware manufacturers, 
Lockheed Martin, Boeing, General Dynamics, 
Raytheon and Northrop Grumman. The so-called big 
five were awarded the biggest contracts. 

During the Afghanistan war, Defense stocks 
outperformed the stock market by nearly 60%. 

On September 18, 2001, the day then-President 
George W. Bush authorized the invasion of Afghanistan 
in response to the 9/11 attacks, if you bought $10,000 
of stock among the “top five”, and reinvested now, it 
would be worth nearly $100,000. 

Between the summer of 2019 and 2020, the “big 
five” accounted for nearly a third of the $480bn 
committed by the Pentagon to defense contractors. 
But only a fraction of these sales went specifically for 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Nevertheless, the “war on terror” was highly 
lucrative for the “big five”. 

For example, Lockheed Martin manufactured the 
Black Hawk helicopters which were used widely in 
Afghanistan. Boeing sold warplanes and military 
combat vehicles. Raytheon got a major contract 
training the Afghan air force. This is while, thousands 
of subcontractors around the world made a profit 
selling other military gear such as night-vision 
goggles, engines, sandbags, communications 
equipment. 

With that said, everything just went to waste. After 
20 years, Afghanistan’s government and its armed 
forces collapsed in two weeks. 

The Wartime Contracting Commission and the 
Inspectors Generals for Afghanistan and Iraq as well 
as the Pentagon’s own inspector general all admitted 
it was all a waste. They documented the profiteering, 
corruption and “ghost spending” (money spent on 
activities that did not exist at all).

“Ghost spending” was something seen in both 
Afghanistan and Iraq. The U.S.-trained Afghan army 
collapsed because of “ghost spending”. The U.S.-
trained Iraqi army collapsed in the face of Daesh 
because of “Ghost soldiers”. Soldiers that paid off 
their commanders to skip work and split their salaries 
50-50 with senior commanders. 

To justify the chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan, 
U.S. President Joe Biden, stressed the purpose behind 
the U.S. war had “always been preventing a terrorist 
attack on American homeland”. 

It clearly contradicts his previous positions on the 
U.S. objective in Afghanistan. In 2001 when Biden 
was a senator, he outlined the long-term purpose 
of the American invasion as “a stable government in 
Afghanistan, one that… provides the foundation for 
future reconstruction of that country.”

Washington clearly had a duty to reconstruct 
Afghanistan. The reason for this is quite simple.

Congress created SIGAR (the Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan) as an independent agency 
focused solely on Afghanistan and overseeing the 
“reconstruction” efforts. 

SIGAR had jurisdiction over all programs and 

operations supported with “U.S. reconstruction 
dollars” over the last 20 years, regardless of the 
agency involved. SIGAR had the authority to review 
the entire reconstruction effort. 

According to SIGAR: at various points, the U.S. 
government hoped to eliminate al-Qaeda, decimate 
the Taliban movement that hosted it, deny all terrorist 
groups a safe haven in Afghanistan, build Afghan 
security forces so they could deny terrorists a safe 
haven in the future, and help the civilian government 
become legitimate and capable enough to win the 
trust of Afghans. 

Each goal, once accomplished, was thought to 
move the U.S. administration one step closer to being 
able to “withdraw from the country”.

The strategy failed miserably. 
Over the last decade that Congress established 

the “SIGAR” watchdog that gave an almost quarterly 
report. Each report was more damning than the 
previous one. 

The watchdog puts the failure in Afghanistan down 
to several important points. 

“The U.S. government continuously struggled to 
develop and implement a coherent strategy for what 
it hoped to achieve.”

“The U.S. government consistently underestimated 
the amount of time required to rebuild Afghanistan, 
and created unrealistic timelines and expectations 
that prioritized spending quickly. These choices 
increased corruption and reduced the effectiveness 
of programs.”

“Many of the institutions and infrastructure 
projects the United States built were not sustainable.”

“Counterproductive civilian and military personnel 
policies and practices thwarted the effort.”

“The U.S. government’s inability to get the right 
people into the right jobs at the right times was one 
of the most significant failures.”

“Effectively rebuilding Afghanistan required 
a detailed understanding of the country’s social, 
economic, and political dynamics. However, U.S. 
officials were consistently operating in the dark, often 
because of the difficulty of collecting the necessary 
information.”

Here is one of the most important aspects of the 
failure: 

“The U.S. government clumsily forced Western 
technocratic models onto Afghan economic 
institutions; trained security forces in advanced 
weapon systems they could not understand, much 
less maintain; imposed formal rule of law on a country 
that addressed 80 to 90 percent of its disputes 
through informal means; and often struggled to 
understand or mitigate the cultural and social 
barriers to supporting women and girls.”

“U.S. government agencies rarely conducted 
sufficient monitoring and evaluation to understand 
the impact of their efforts.”

That is the tip of the controversy.
THE BIG QUESTION is why didn’t Congress take any 

action on the assessments of its own watchdog? 
Since 2001, the defense sector spent over 

$2.4bn lobbying Congress, making direct campaign 
contributions to the majority of its members.

Hence the silence over the past 20 years. 
Corruption is at its absolute worst. 
So, who won? 
The U.S. Defense Industry, the U.S. military-

industrial complex were the only winners.

From page 1   Uncalculated withdrawal
America is not treating the Taliban as a terrorist 

organization, but as one they can negotiate with and 
encompass, such that they become subordinate to them, 
as everything relates back to their policies that serve 
their Western interests- the most important of which 
is their presence in the region, their companies and 
their investments. Biden was in the full knowledge that 
the ensuing vacuum created by America’s withdrawal 
would be filled by the Taliban, further hoping the ruling 
Taliban will be an element of concern for Russia, China 
and Iran, whilst creating enmity between Pakistan and 
their neighbors. 

However, this will not be successful, since Russia, 
China and Iran are more capable of dealing with the 
Taliban ruling in Afghanistan than America ever could, 
which has already worn itself out in the region and 
simply wants to leave.

America hopes post-withdrawal
The Americans left their arms behind that they were 

hiding and harbored a goal they didn’t reveal. They are 
primarily betting on regional conflicts occurring that 
can weaken the anti-American imperialist axis, hitting 
enemies with enemies through reviving the Salafi 
militant movement, thereby allowing the Taliban to 
play a functional role, which they have only given to ISIS 
before. This functional role results from the Taliban’s 
mentality in confronting all entities that disagree with 
them and exploiting the contradiction between them 
and the neighboring countries. 

However, the implications and hidden risks of this 
approach include the basic lessons the Taliban may 
have understood throughout the events in the past 25 
years, which is that a movement can be in the process 
of assimilation, and such interests may not contradict 
their principles, thus the Taliban may have developed 
a more accommodating and flexible understanding of 
their founding principles. 

American setback and adverse outcomes
America’s support for the Afghan government that 

was formed by the American occupation as a model, has 
added a great loss to America’s moral balance and will 
serve as a lesson to all those entities who were ‘made by 
America’, that their presence is artificial and hence will 
fall when their masters decide to change their strategy.

America is withdrawing from all parts of the region- 
a turning point that started with Trump and is being 
completed by Biden. This withdrawal from West Asia is 
a reality because America looks seriously at the Iranian 
threats, and there is no longer comfortable stability for 
the American presence in the region- from Iraq to Syria 
to Afghanistan, in addition to the fact that the region is 
starting to lose its strategic importance to America. 

We live in a multipolar world today and the 
withdrawal will add a new formulation in the presence 
of active regional and international forces, including the 
strengthening of Iran, the development of the Russian 
presence in the region through the balance gained in 
Syria, and the entry of the new Chinese factor, in which 
their political power is beginning to catch up with their 
economy. 

Moreover, the regional role of Pakistan has 
declined, and it was a core entity that contributed to 
strengthening and supporting the Taliban movement, 
however, the Pakistani government’s position now 
is one of fear of the Pakistani Taliban movement’s 
empowerment and reactivation. 

The Taliban has also learned the hard way, through 
its bitter experiences and the cost it has had to pay for 
embracing the extremist Salafi movements, that were 
using Afghanistan as a base, given America used this 
pretext to topple the Taliban’s government in 2001. 

The Taliban has also witnessed how Iran has 
successfully dealt with its opponents and turned the 
balance of forces to its favor in the region, thereby 
extending some bridges of confidence gained as a 

result of these realities and experiences. 
How the current situation can be converted into an 

opportunity to turn the American equation upside down
When the American-backed Afghan government 

was in power, the Taliban was in a state of confrontation 
with America. The American’s left Afghanistan, betting 
that the Taliban will fill this void and they can indirectly 
bring them to fulfill their interests, by causing problems 
to the neighboring countries. However, this same card 
can be played in the opposite direction. 

The opportunity lies in assuring the Taliban that 
the neighboring countries i.e., China, Russia and 
Iran will not confront them if they do not attack 
these nations and behave in a more civilized manner 
domestically to their previous governance. At the 
same time, these neighboring nations need to be 
assured that Afghanistan will not be used as a 
backyard for all kinds of conspiracies, whether they 
are American or harboring the terrorists of Al-Qaeda, 
ISIS and their likes (considering the Taliban tasted 
the consequences of this, first-hand). The latter 
is focused on the main goal for Americans to not 
have the upper hand in West Asia, which is the most 
important goal. 

If the Taliban feels guaranteed that the 
neighboring entities are not interested in waging a 
war against them, they will naturally calm down. If 
this co-operation happens, there is an opportunity 
to develop the government of Afghanistan by all 
possible means for real growth, to get a build-up 
of civilian mobilization that may co-exist with the 
Taliban government and participate in rulership. 

The neighboring countries are aware of this and 
are trying to build bridges in different ways, not due 
to acknowledging the government of the Taliban as 
ruling in the right direction, but to suppress conflict 
and help stabilize the region, most importantly the 
Afghan’s host population themselves.   

The FBI has released the first batch of certain 
documents related to its investigation of the 9/11 attacks 
which fortified suspicions of official Saudi involvement 
with the hijackers of the planes, according to the Times 
of India.

The families of the attacks’ victims have for years 
pushed the U.S. government to declassify and make 
public more information about 9/11, which was a series of 
strikes that killed nearly 3,000 people and caused about 
$10 billion worth of property and infrastructure damage 
in the United States.

U.S. officials assert that the attacks were carried out 
by 19 al-Qaeda terrorists, 15 of them Saudi nationals, but 
many experts and independent researchers have raised 
questions about the official account.

The latest release by the FBI comes after U.S. President 
Joe Biden last week directed the Justice Department and 
other agencies to review and release the documents.

Among the documents released, a memo from April 
4, 2016, which had been classified until now, showed 
links between Omar Bayoumi, at the time a student but 
suspected to have been a Saudi intelligence operative, 
and two of the al-Qaeda operatives who participated in 
the plot to hijack and crash four airliners into targets in 
New York and Washington.

In 2009 and 2015, a series of interviews were carried 
out with a source whose identity is classified. Citing the 
interviews, the document provides details about contacts 
and meetings between Bayoumi and the two hijackers, 
Nawaf al Hazmi and Khalid al Midhar, after the two arrived 
in Southern California in 2000 ahead of the attacks.

The document also strengthens already-reported links 
between the two and an official at the Saudi consulate in 
Los Angeles as well as Fahad al Thumairy, an imam at the 
King Faad mosque.

According to the document, telephone numbers 

associated with the source showed contact with a 
number of people who helped Hamzi and Midhar while 
they were in California, including Bayoumi, as well as the 
source himself.

Bayoumi, beyond his official identity as a student, had 
“very high status” in the Saudi consulate, the source told 
the FBI, according to the document.

Bayoumi’s assistance to Hamzi and Midha included 
translation, travel, lodging and financing,” the memo said.

The document also shows that Bayoumi and Thumairy 
had meetings, phone calls and other communications 
with Anwar al Alaki, an important al-Qaeda figure, who, 
according to the U.S., was killed in a drone strike in Yemen 
in 2011.

The document released was, however, significantly 
redacted and did not offer a clear direct link between the 
Saudi government and the hijackers.

It was released after Biden was pressured by family 
members of those killed on 9/11 who have sued Saudi 
Arabia for complicity.

Three successive U.S. administrations have refused 
to declassify and disclose documents pertaining to the 
case in what appears to be a bid to avoid damage to the 
relationship between the U.S. and Saudi Arabia.

According to Jim Kreindler, one of the leaders of the 
lawsuit, the document validates the suit’s key contention 
that the Saudi government helped the hijackers.

With this first release of documents, 20 years of Saudi 
Arabia counting on the U.S. government to cover up its 
role in 9/11 comes to an end,” Kreindler said in a statement.

Experts and independent researchers believe that 
rogue elements within the U.S. government, such as 
former Vice President Dick Cheney, orchestrated or at 
least encouraged the 9/11 attacks in order to accelerate 
the U.S. war machine and advance the Zionist agenda.

The Taliban’s higher education minister 
has announced that Afghan women would be 
allowed to study at university as long as they are 
separated from men, stressing that there would 
be a ban on mixed classes.

Abdul Baqi Haqqani made the announcement 
at a press briefing on Sunday, as he elaborated 
on the new interim government’s plans for 
Afghanistan’s education sector.

“We have no problems in ending the mixed-
education system,” he said, adding, “The people 
are Muslims and they will accept it.”

The Taliban had already pledged to rule 
differently compared to their first stint in 
power when girls and women were banned from 
education.

Earlier this month, the Taliban said Afghans 
could continue their higher education under the 
Sharia law in safety without being in a mixed male 
and female environment – or at least divided by 
a curtain.

As for the women’s rights to education, they 
also said girls have no problem in going to school 
and women will also have access to education 
providing that they wear Islamic hijab.

Haqqani also said Afghanistan’s education 

system had changed considerably since the 
Taliban’s last time in power, adding that the 
number of educational institutions had increased 
dramatically.

“This gives us hope for a future, prosperous 
and self-sufficient Afghanistan... we will continue 
from where they were left.”

The Taliban minister stated that there 
were enough female teachers and, in case of 
unavailability, alternatives could be found 
without breaching the rules.

Some had already expressed fear that the new 
rules may exclude women due to the fact that the 
universities do not have the resources to provide 
separate classes.

“It all depends on the university’s capacity,” 
Haqqani said. “We can also use male teachers to 
teach from behind a curtain, or use technology.”

Education centers across Afghanistan have 
seen a spate of attacks in the recent past.

The Taliban deny responsibility for the attacks, 
some of which were claimed by the local branch 
of the Daesh Takfiri terrorist group.

During their previous rule from 1996 to 2001, 
the Taliban excluded women from public life. The 

group has now pledged to respect progress made 
in women’s rights over the past years.

The Taliban have also decreed that under the 
new rules, women may work “in accordance with 
the principles of Islam,” but few details have yet 
been given as to what that exactly might mean.

On September 7, the Taliban announced the 
formation of a caretaker government.

The announcement came as rallies were held 
across the capital Kabul, with Afghan protesters 
- most of them women - taking to the streets to 
display their disapproval of the Taliban.

The government of Afghanistan rapidly 
collapsed on August 15 and President Ashraf 
Ghani fled the country in the face of the lightning 
advances of the Taliban, following what has been 
criticized as a hasty withdrawal of American 
forces from the country.

The United States and its NATO allies invaded 
Afghanistan in 2001 under the pretext that the 
Taliban militants were harboring al-Qaeda. The 
invasion removed the Taliban from power but it 
worsened the security situation in the country. 
Two decades later, the Taliban are now poised to 
run the country again. 
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Taliban- problem to opportunity  

Taliban: Women are allowed at universities, not in mixed classes though

Newly released FBI memo hints at Saudi 
involvement with 9/11 hijackers



TEHRAN – Iran has been 
home to some of the greatest 
civilizations of both the ancient 
and medieval worlds, but these 
achievements are now little 
known outside the country. 

Organized by the Victoria & 
Albert Museum in London, “Epic 
Iran” showcased how civilized 
life emerged in Iran around 
3,200 BC, and how a distinctive 
Iranian identity, formed 2,500 
years ago, has survived until 
today, expressed through artistic 
continuities, religious affiliations, 
and the Persian language. 

The event brought together 250 
fascinating objects and images 
to cast a rare light on 5,000 
years of history. It put on show 
lavishly illustrated manuscripts, 
metalwork, ceramics, glass, 
textiles, carpets, oil paintings, 
drawings, and photographs from 
collections around the world. 

Furthermore, the event featured 
treasures from the ancient and 
Islamic worlds together with the 
work of contemporary artists and 
makers, demonstrating the rich 
legacy that still influences many 
modern-day practitioners. 

Indian art critic and historian 
Brijinder Nath Goswamy in his 
recent article published in The 
Tribune has said: “In the West, 
Iran is too often perceived as 
a black space, literally and 
metaphorically; unknown, sealed 
off, frightening. But here (in this 
exhibition), the country appears 
before you in full color…”

Goswamy, who is  the former 
vice-chairman of the Sarabhai 
Foundation of Ahmedabad, 
begins his article with words 
from Cyrus the Great, the founder 
of the Achaemenid Empire (c.550 
– 330 BC): 

“I am Cyrus, king of the 
universe, the great king, the 
powerful king, king of Babylon, 
king of Sumer and Akkad, king of 
the four quarters of the world…”

“When I went as harbinger of 
peace i[nt]o Babylon, I founded 
my sovereign residence within the 
palace… Marduk, the great lord, 
bestowed on me as my destiny 
great magnanimity… and I every 

day sought him out in awe…”
“I sought the safety of the city 

of Babylon and all its sanctuaries. 
As for the population of Babylon, 
I soothed their weariness; I freed 
them from their bonds.”

He also presents excerpts from 
a report by Rachel Cooke, who is 
a British journalist, writer, and 
columnist at the Observer:

A couple of weeks back, the 
Dattas — a generous, gentle Los 
Angeles-based couple — spoke 
to me about a great exhibition on 
Iran and its culture, and said at the 
same time that they had sent me 
— being habaaib-e ambar-dast, 
as the poet Faiz might have put it, 
‘friends who have the fragrance 
of amber on their hands’ — a 
copy of the book published in 
conjunction with 
the show. The 
book — ‘Epic Iran: 
5,000 Years of 
Culture’, published 
by the Victoria & 
Albert Museum in 
London, based on 
an exhibition of 
the same name, 
which ended there 
at the end of 
August — arrived 
and has yielded me 
so much delight. 
For it illuminates 
and informs at 
the same time: 
dark corners 
suddenly springing 
into light, facts 
lowering themselves gently into 
one’s awareness.

Not exactly at the center of 
the show, although certainly 
a significant part of it, was 
celebrated if contested Cyrus 
Cylinder — the unbaked clay 
tablet, pieces of which were 
discovered in 1879, containing 
a long pronouncement in 
cuneiform script by the powerful 
Achaemenian ruler, Cyrus the 
Great, “the first attempt we know 
about running a society, as state 
with different nationalities and 
faiths”, “a very early formulation 
of human rights”. 

And that alone might have 
been reason enough for many to 

go and see the show. But there 
were other treasures that led 
one to an exploration of one of 
the great historic civilizations 
of the world. There were clear, 
finely articulated sections of 
the show and the book: the Land 
of Iran with its dramatic and 
varied landscapes; Emerging Iran 
engaging with continuous history 
from 3200 BC; the Achaemenid 
Period in which, beginning with 
550 BC, the powerful Persian 
Empire established itself; the 
Last of the Ancient Empires when 
Alexander the Great overthrew 

the old dynasts; 
the Book of 
Kings, Ferdowsi’s 
m o n u m e n t a l 
S h a h n a m e h 
with which 
virtually began 
the astonishing 
literary output of 
Iran; ending with 
a look at modern 
and contemporary 
Iran with all its 
struggles. It is as if 
a great panorama 
— studded with 
artistic and literary 
treasures and 
vignettes of power 
— keeps unfurling. 
Endlessly.

In the midst of all this, my 
great favorite — partly because 
I know the least about it — is 
the section in which one sees 
the early historical period, 
beginning with the close of the 
fourth millennium when the light 
is dim and hazy, and anything 
found has to be made sense of 
with the greatest effort. But one 
begins with that great ziggurat 
at Chogha Zanbil — a ziggurat 
being a massive structure in the 
form of a terraced compound of 
successively receding stories or 
levels — with its pure, unadorned 
brick façade, the structure 
behind it rising tier upon tier. And 
then there are those two proto-

Elamite tablets of clay, going back 
to ca 3000 BC that seem filled 
with abstract signs but have been 
read, one of them containing an 
account of ‘five fields and their 
yields’, with the total inscribed on 
the reverse.

A highly sophisticated account 
seems to have been in place. In 
this very section is a chlorite vase, 
of classic purity, with concave 
sides and flaring rim, adorned 
with carved motifs of date palms. 
A great surprise at the same time 
swings into view with a bronze 
ax-head, now brilliantly mottled 
in color, which has the figures 
of two wrestlers grappling each 
other at the back of the socket. 
The details of the wrestlers’ 
forms are dazzling: they both 
have hair ribbons knotted at the 
back of the head, and the manner 
in which one wrestler has the 
other in a headlock, and grasps 
his opponent’s leg with the other 
hand, takes one’s breath away.

For a great exhibition like this, 
the sponsors, the organizers, 
must draw upon several 
museums, several collections, 
and they did. Objects came from 
the Louvre, from the Metropolitan 
Museum, from the National 
Museum of Iran, the Museum 
of Art and History at Brussels, 
and so on. But a large number 
of objects in the exhibition came 
from a relatively little-known 
source: the Sarikhani collection. 
Little known because it is 
quietly tucked away in a private 
underground museum near 
Henley in Oxfordshire: rich in 
manuscripts, textiles, silverware, 
glass, paintings, and ceramics 
from 3000 BC to the 18th century: 
all from Iran. 

“Epic Iran”, which ran from 
May 29 to September 12, marked 
a fresh climate of cultural 
cooperation between Iran and the 
West as mutual political tensions 
seems to be heightened behind 
the scene.

TEHRAN - A total of seven tourism-related 
projects, worth 376 billion rials ($8.9 million 
at the official exchange rate of 42,000 rials per 
dollar) are scheduled to be launched across 
Iran’s southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan 
province.

The projects which include tourist complexes 
and eco-lodge units are expected to generate 
85 job opportunities upon their completion, 
the deputy provincial tourism chief Mojtaba 
Mirhosseini said on Sunday, CHTN reported. 

The official voiced hope the ongoing projects 
to be completed as soon as possible “to boost 
tourism infrastructure” across the province.  

In February, the provincial tourism chief 
Alireza Jalalzaei announced that the province 
has lost 1,440 billion rials ($34.2 million at 
the official exchange rate of 42,000 rials per 
dollar) in earnings from tourism as many 
potential visitors stay away due to the impact 
of the coronavirus. 

The official noted that Sistan-Baluchestan 
has set sights on [a significant] tourism 
development, and its travel infrastructure has 
been drastically extended over the past couple 
of years. He also pointed to various tourism 

campaigns being launched over the past 
couple of years, adding the campaign ‘Let’s 
see Sistan, let’s hear Baluchestan’ has taken 
a noticeable impact on the tourism thrive of 
the province mainly by the means of online 
programs.

Last year, former Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism, and Handicrafts Minister Ali-Asghar 
Mounesan said that the development of the 
travel industry across Sistan-Baluchestan 
province is among the top priorities for the 
ministry.

“I am interested in Sistan-Baluchestan, and 
the development of this province is a priority 
for this ministry and the government,” the 
former minister stated.

“The majority of my travels during my 
tenure has been to Sistan-Baluchestan, which 
I consider as a safe province with significant 
values in terms of culture, history, handicrafts, 
and tourism.”

The collective province -- Sistan in the north 
and Baluchestan in the south -- accounts for 
one of the driest regions of Iran with a slight 
increase in rainfall from east to west, and an 
obvious rise in humidity in the coastal regions. 
In ancient times, the region was a crossword 
of the Indus Valley and the Babylonian 
civilizations.

The province possesses special significance 
because of being located in a strategic and 
transit location, especially Chabahar which 
is the only ocean port in Iran and the best 
and easiest access route of the middle Asian 
countries to free waters.

The vast province is home to several 
distinctive archaeological sites and natural 
attractions, including two UNESCO World 
Heritage sites, namely Shahr-e-Soukhteh 
(Burnt City) and Lut desert.

TEHRAN – An ancient bas-relief carving has 
been discovered in Naqsh-e Rajab near the 
UNESCO-designated Persepolis in southern Iran. 

The bas-relief, which bears an inscription in 
Pahlavi script, is associated with the tomb of a 
Zoroastrian individual believed to be a citizen 
of Istakhr, which was once a royal residence 
for Sassanid kings of Persia, ILNA reported on 
Sunday. 

The tomb is a kind of tiny stone pit called 
Dakhmak which was extensively used near 
Istakhr and the surrounding Marvdasht plain. 

The archaeological site known as Naqsh-e 
Rajab is just three kilometers north of the ruins 
of Persepolis, along the road to the Sasanian city 
Istakhr. The name means something like “The 
carvings of Rajab”. The carvings referred to were 
made by the two first Sasanian kings, Ardashir I 
(r.224-241) and Shapur I (r.241-272).

Istakhr is deeply rooted in history with a 
human occupation dating back to the fourth 
millennium BC, and the site was certainly 
occupied in the Bronze Age, by the Achaemenids, 
by the Seleucids (who used it as a mint town), and 
by the Parthians.

The city, which had strong walls, repulsed the 
first Arab attack in c.644, but was captured and 
sacked in c.650. Although the site was not really 
abandoned, most people moved to Shiraz (which 
was founded in 684). Once, as an Islamic town, it 

was enclosed by fortification walls with rounded 
towers.

Today, Istakhr is nothing but a plain full of 
sherds, scattered architectural remains, and a 
few ruins. The walled-in area measured 1,400 x 
650 meters and was surrounded by a ditch that 
was connected to the river Pulvar.

Under the Sasanians, Iranian art experienced 
a general renaissance. Architecture often took 
grandiose proportions, such as the palaces at 
Ctesiphon, Firouzabad, and Saravan.

Amongst the most characteristic and striking 
relics of the Sassanids are rock sculptures carved 
on abrupt limestone cliffs, for example at Shapur 
(Bishapour), Naqsh-e Rostam, and Naqsh-e 
Rajab. Metalwork and gem engraving became 
highly sophisticated.

TEHRAN- Fekri Mansion, 
with its long and beautiful 
windcatchers (badgirs), is one 
of the original architectural 
models of the south of Iran, 
situated on the coast of 
Bandar Lengeh near the ever 
beautiful Persian Gulf. 

The monument is named 
after Abdolvahed Fekri who 
was a merchant of Bandar 
Lengeh during the Qajar era 
(1789-1925). In a land of three 
thousand and four hundred 
square meters, he built this 
mansion using stone, plaster, 
and mortar. Its location near 
the city’s entrance led it to 
become a gathering place for 
the merchants at the time.

Typical of Iranian historical 

houses, Fekri Mansion is 
divided into two parts, 
Andarouni and Birouni, which 
means public and private 
chamber.

The house has a few steps 
leading to the front door. 
Two yards separate the two 
parts of the mansion. In the 
southern yard is the main 
door. The yard is connected 
to the iwan (porch) by five 
steps. If you stand on the 
porch of the mansion, you will 
be able to see the sea, as it 
is approximately five meters 
above ground level.

Its five windcatchers, 
which moderate the heat of 
the south, are a distinctive 
feature of the Fekri Mansion 

architecture. They reduce the 
temperature of the inside too 
much lower degrees than the 
streets. 

In addition to ten bathrooms, 
the mansion has two main 
corridors and twenty-five 
rooms. Its roof is made of 
African Chandal logs and mats 
covered in raw cob clay. Mats 
are woven from palm leaves or 
straws.

Room doors are made of 
wood. Some have plain glass, 
while others have colored 
glass. A decorative stucco 
and wood carving adorn the 
mansion. Through the yard is 
a corridor leading to a vast 
garden.

The mansion was registered 
on the national heritage list 
in 1996 and since then it has 
been restored several times. 

The Fekri Mansion is located 
very close to the beach of 
Bandar Lengeh. After exploring 
the building, stroll down to the 
beach along the Persian Gulf 
and listen to the waves.

TEHRAN – Sermeh-doozi, a forgotten field of 
handwoven textile that was once flourished in 
Golbahar county of the northeastern Khorasan 
Razavi province, has been revived recently by an 
indigenous artisan, a local tourism official has 
announced. 

Sermeh-doozi was one of the main crafts in the 
region for years, but it had been fallen into oblivion, 
CHTN quoted Mohammad Taherian as saying on 
Sunday. 

The craft was revived with the help of an artisan 
who established a workshop dedicated to the field, 
the official added. 

The craft is now being practiced by 10 people and 
25 people are being trained currently, he explained. 

A sum of 500 million rials (some $ 12,000 at the 
official exchange rate of 42,000 rials per dollar) 
has been invested for the workshop, he noted. 

The official noted that a large percentage of 
handicraft artisans in the county are women, so 
reviving handicraft fields could significantly boost 
women’s employment prospects.

Sermeh-doozi is a traditional Iranian style of 
embroidery, which is estimated to date back to the 
Achaemenid era (c. 550 – 330 BC). 

In this style of embroidery, gold and silver 
threads are utilized to make decorating patterns, 
mostly paisley patterns, on the surface of the 
fabric, mainly Termeh, which is a type of expensive 
Iranian handwoven cloth. 

The combination of Termeh and gold and silver 
threads constitutes Sermeh-doozi, which is widely 

considered a luxury handicraft product by Iranians. 
Samples of Sermeh-doozi can be seen on table 

cloths, flags, embroidered clothing, religious 
objects, and many household items.

Nowadays, threads twisted out of cheaper 
metals and alloys and metals like yarns have 
replaced gold and silver to make it more affordable 
for people of all walks of life. 

The art, which reached its zenith in the Safavid 
era (1501–1736) is mostly practiced in the cities of 
Isfahan, Kashan, Yazd, and Qazvin.

With 14 entries, Iran ranks first globally for the 
number of cities and villages registered by the 
World Crafts Council, as China with seven entries, 
Chile with four, and India with three ones come 
next.

In January 2020, the cities of Shiraz, Malayer, 
and Zanjan and the village of Qassemabad were 
designated by the WCC- Asia Pacific Region, 
putting Iran’s number of world crafts cities and 

villages from ten to 14.
Shiraz was named a “world city of [diverse] 

handicrafts”. Malayer was made a global hub for 
woodcarving and carved-wood furniture. Zanjan 
gained the title of a “world city of filigree”. And 
Qassemabad village, which is nationally known 
for its traditional costumes, was also promoted 
to a world hub of handicrafts. Chador Shab, a kind 
of homemade outer garment for women, was, 
however, the main subject for the WCC assessment 
for the village.

The value of Iran’s handicrafts exports stood 
at $120 million during the first eleven months of 
the past Iranian calendar year 1399 (March 20, 
2020 – February 18, 2021), Mehr reported. The 
country’s handicrafts exports slumped during 
the mentioned months in comparison to the same 
period last a year earlier due to the damage the 
coronavirus pandemic has inflicted on global 
trade.

The Islamic Republic exported $427 million 
worth of handicrafts during the first eleven 
months of the calendar year 1398. Of the figure, 
some $190 million was earned via suitcase trade 
(allowed for customs-free and tax-free transfer) 
through 20 provinces, according to data compiled 
by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts.

Ceramics, pottery vessels, handwoven cloths 
as well as personal ornamentations with precious 
and semi-precious gemstones are traditionally 
exported to Iraq, Afghanistan, Germany, the U.S., 
the UK, and other countries.
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TOURISM Under one roof: 
5,000 years of 
Iranian arts and 
culture that are 
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to many

 “Epic Iran” 
marked a fresh 

climate of cultural 
cooperation 

between Iran 
and the West as 
mutual political 
tensions seems 
to be heightened 
behind the scene. 

Neglected craft of Sermeh-doozi revived in northeast Iran Tourism projects worth $8.9m 
to start in Sistan-Baluchestan

Ancient bas-relief discovered near 
Persepolis

Fekri Mansion features exemplar 
architecture of southern Iran

From page 1   Sufi philosopher and leader of 
Islamic mystic practices. It embodies the essence 
of Sufi traditions by having a microcosmic ‘city’, 
which embraces a mosque, a madrasa, a library, 
a cistern, a bathhouse, kitchens, a hospital, as 
well as religious houses amongst others. The 
place also boasts a remarkable collection of 

antique artifacts.
Developed between the early 16th century 

and the end of the 18th century, this place of 
spiritual retreat enjoys principal elements of 
traditional Iranian architecture to make the 
best use of existing space for accommodating a 
variety of functions.

Documentation of rare 
manuscripts begins in 
Sheikh Safi ensemble



TEHRAN – The instructions of 
Iranian-Islamic traditional medicine 
for the treatment of COVID-19 are 
going to be communicated to the 
universities of medical sciences, 
Atefeh Abedini, Secretary of coro-
navirus scientific committee, has 
said.

Given the need to use traditional 
and herbal medicines as adjunctive 
therapy, and given that herbal med-
icines are used all over the world, 
we also had meetings with tradi-
tional and clinical medicine special-
ists and asked for instructions on 
this issue, she explained.

The Iranian traditional medicine 
committee was formed in May with 
the help of the Ministry of Health to 
use Iranian medicine as an adjunct 
medicine in the prevention and 
treatment of coronavirus, she not-
ed, IRINN reported on Monday.

She went on to say that it is not 
expected that herbal medicine can 
completely cure the disease, but it 
can reduce the symptoms or even 
the length of hospital stay, adding 
that the combination of traditional 
medicine and chemical treatment 
can treat the signs and symptoms 
sooner.

Iran, like any other country in the 
world, has been involved in research 
to identify a solution to contain 
the pandemic, scientists are try-
ing to play a role in the production 
of effective medicine in the treat-
ment of various diseases, including 
COVID-19, despite sanctions and 
global pressures.

Alireza Abbassian the health 
ministry’s director of the tradi-
tional medicine department, said 

in March that Iranian traditional 
medicine can play an effective role 
in strengthening the immune sys-
tem to resist the 
novel coronavirus 
infection.

Moreover, a cen-
ter offering tra-
ditional medicine 
services to coro-
navirus patients 
was inaugurated in 
Tehran’s Shahid Be-
heshti University of 
Medical Sciences in 
November 2020.

Iranian traditional 
medicine is one of 
the most ancient forms of tradi-
tional medicine. It is grounded in the 
concept of four senses of humor: 

phlegm (Balgham), blood (Dam), 
yellow bile (Safra’), and black bile 
(Sauda’). The concept of four sens-

es of humor is based 
on the teachings of 
Rhazes and Avicen-
na into an elaborate 
medical system.

Iranian traditional 
medicine strongly 
focuses on prioritiz-
ing health mainte-
nance and disease 
prevention over 
treatment.

8,000 herbal 
species grow in Iran

So far, about 
30,000 plant species are identified 
in the world, with Iran’s share of 
about 8,000 species that its plant 

diversity is more than the whole of 
Europe.

Currently, about 2,300 species of 
medicinal plants have been identi-
fied in the country; while medicinal 
plants account for one-third of the 
medicines used in human societies, 
the share of world trade in these 
products is about $124 billion and 
Iran’s share is $570 million, which is 
only 0.5 percent of the total.

The per capita consumption of 
medicinal plants in Iran is about 
one kilogram of dried plants, in 
other words, 83,000 tons of me-
dicinal plants worth 1.2 trillion rials 
(around $29 million at the official 
rate of 42,000 rials) are consumed 
in the country, while in Europe this 
amount is 900 grams and in the 
United States is 2.5 kilograms.

(Part 14)
Destruction or alteration of the woodlands. 

In many parts of Persia single large shade trees 
and sacred groves can be found in cemeteries or 
seen in tomb paintings in otherwise deforested 
areas, where the present-day condition of the 
soil would hardly permit trees to grow. 

They often are remnants of an earlier vegeta-
tion and invite speculations about the extent of 
the woodlands in the past. Such open groves of 
trees probably represent the natural tree growth 
of favored settlement areas in the Near East; 
therefore, human activity must have changed 
the vegetation of these areas drastically, pushing 
back the woodlands and scrub. 

Encouraged by soil erosion, the degradation 
of the densely forested areas of the Zagros and 
the humid Hyrcanian forests has progressed 
quite far. 

The species composition in these forests 
must have changed, since plants which can 
adapt to frequent pruning and grazing have a 
clear advantage in the natural selection. Today 
many tree species like Carpinus betulus, Carpi-
nus orientalis, Quercus macranthera, Junipe-
rus, and Quercus brantii, are distributed over 
broad expanses as low bushes and often even 
as thorny dwarf shrubs. Pristine forests remain 
only in places too remote for economic exploita-
tion, or inaccessible for goats.

Human impact on the vegetation of Persia can 
be summarized as follows. In many peripheral 
sites of tree growth, forest formations were de-
stroyed and replaced mainly by thorn cushions 
or communities of annuals (e.g., on the southern 
slopes of the Alborz, on the outer Zagros chains, 
in large areas of the province of Fars, and on 
mountain slopes with a favorable climate). 

The degraded forests have been invaded by 
secondary communities consisting mainly of 

thorny shrubs and thorn cushions like Crataegus, 
Prunus, Cerasus, Amygdalus, Rhamnus, Paliurus, 
Astragalus, Ebenus, Acantholimon, Acantho-
phyllum, and Convolvulus, and are thus no longer 
of value for economic exploitation. 

The array of plant species other than trees and 
bushes has also changed. For example, Artemisia 
herba-alba has been largely replaced in north-
eastern Persia by communities of Peganum har-
mala and Dorema ammoniacum. In other parts 
of the Persian highlands grasses have been re-
placed by dwarf shrubs and thorn cushions.

 As thorn cushions have often been used for 
fuel, degradation or alteration is greater near 
settlements, where species not suitable for 
burning (certain succulents, like species of Anab-
asis) have replaced the dwarf shrubs and thorn 
cushion formations.

Concluded

(Source: Encyclopaedia Iranica)
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COVID-19 UPDATES ON SEPTEMBER 12

New cases 20,219

New deaths 487

Total cases 5,295,786

Total deaths 114,311

New hospitalized patients 2,747

Patients in critical condition 7,278

Total recovered patients 4,568,363

Diagnostic tests conducted 30,227,916

Doses of vaccine injected 35,047,143

ENGLISH IN USE

Rainfall increases Lake Urmia level 
Recent rainfall has increased the level of Lake Urmia to 1,271 me-

ters, a step closer to its ecological level of 1,274 meters.
The lake is expected to reach its ecological level within 10 years 

by completing the restoration plans which started four years ago.
Farhad Sarkhosh, head of the Lake Urmia Restoration Program’s 

office in West Azarbaijan province, said that the Lake’s level is now 
58 cm higher than it was last year. 

According to the latest monitoring, the lake’s water volume is 
estimated at more than 3.6 billion cubic meters.

He added that the lake surface area has reached 2,883 square 
kilometers, adding that the figure is increased by 538 square kilo-
meters compared to the same period last year.

Although the ecological level of the lake is defined as 1,274 
meters, the lake will also have favorable conditions at 1,272 me-
ters and more than 95 percent of sand and dust storm hotspots 
will be eliminated.

افزایش سطح تراز دریاچه ارومیه بر اثر بارش
بارش های اخیر تراز فعلی دریاچه ارومیه را به یک‌هزار و ۲۷۱ متر و ۳۸ سانتی‌متر 

رسانده است که در حال رسیدن به تراز اکولوژیک یک‌هزار و ۲۷۴ متر است.
به گزارش ایرنا، فرهاد سرخوش رییس دفتر استانی ستاد احیای دریاچه ارومیه 
سال  مشابه  زمان  از  بیشتر  سانتی‌متر   ۵۸ اکنون  ارومیه  دریاچه  سطح  گفت 
گذشته است. طبق آخرین پایش صورت گرفته حجم آب این دریاچه بیش از سه 

میلیارد و ۶۷۰ میلیون مترمکعب برآورد شده‌است.
وی با بیان اینکه وسعت دریاچه ارومیه در حال حاضر به بیش از ۲ هزار و ۸۸۳ 
کیلومتر مربع رسیده‌، اضافه کرد: وسعت این دریاچه نیز نسبت به سال گذشته 

۵۳۸ کیلومتر مربع افزایش دارد.
هرچند تراز یک‌هزار و ۲۷۴ متر به عنوان ارتفاع اکولوژیک دریاچه ارومیه اعلام 
شده‌ ولی این دریاچه در تراز یک‌هزار و ۲۷۲ متر هم شرایط مطلوب خواهد 

داشت و بیش از ۹۵ درصد کانون‌های ریزگرد آن رفع خواهد شد.
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IRCS sets up COVID-19 testing site in Kenya

Jashn-e Atefeha begins to help students in need nationwide

TEHRAN – The Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society (IRCS) has established 
a testing clinic and laboratory for 
coronavirus detection in Kenya, 
IRNA reported on Monday.

The IRCS health center in Kenya 
has been identified as a valid and 
standard unit for COVID-19 diagno-
sis by the Kenyan Ministry of Health.

The center has held theoretical 
and practical training courses for 
physicians, nurses, and laboratory 
technicians conducted by Kenyan 
Health Ministry consultants over 
three days.

It was inaugurated in the pres-
ence of the Iranian Ambassador to 
Kenya, Jafar Barmaki, and repre-
sentatives of the Kenyan Ministry 

of Health.

On the first day of operation, 
three Kenyan nationals were diag-
nosed with coronavirus infection, 
and services were provided to treat 
these patients.

IRCS services worldwide

At present, the Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society provides medical ser-
vices to people in 13 Asian, African, 
and Latin American countries.

Currently, some 14 medical fa-
cilities are offering humanitarian, 
relief, and health services to the 
deprived people in 13 countries, in-
cluding Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, the 
United Arab Emirates, Bolivia, Ivory 
Coast, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Congo, 
Kenya, Lebanon, Mali, Niger, and Ec-
uador.

The IRCS polyclinic center in-
cludes various departments such 
as laboratory, pharmacy, radiolo-

gy and physiotherapy, and general 
practitioners along with obstetri-
cians, gynecologists, internal med-
icine, pediatrics, ophthalmologists, 
and dentists

The important point in establish-
ing medical centers abroad is that 
all of these centers are self-govern-
ing and earn their income by provid-
ing services to patients in the men-
tioned countries,” Karim Hemmati, 
IRCS head, noted on January 13.

TEHRAN – Jashn-e Atefeha, literally meaning 
the festival of kindnesses, aiming to collect con-
tributions in kind or in cash for underprivileged 
students, started on Monday across the country.

For the past 20 years, the event is held annual-
ly by Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation.

The first phase of the event is held in mosques 
a week before the beginning of the new school 
year (September 23), and the second phase of 
the event is held at schools a week later when 
students can grant their donations to those stu-
dents in need.

The event spreads altruistic culture and pro-
motes the Islamic tradition for helping others, 
through which many financially struggling stu-
dents are provided with the opportunity to con-
tinue their education.

This edition of the event is held with the aim 

of providing equipment for online education and 
paying tuition fees due to the prevalence of the 
coronavirus pandemic and changes in the educa-
tional system.

In order to comply with the health protocols, 
the bases will not be established in the cities, and 
people can contribute through online platforms, 

Borna news agency reported.

All educational centers in Iran were closed 
from late February 2020, due to the outbreak of 
coronavirus.

In order for students to keep in touch with 
their studies, the Ministry of Education launched 
a homegrown mobile application on April 9, 
called SHAD, providing students with distance 
learning programs.

Moreover, the Islamic Republic of Iran Broad-
casting (IRIB) also began to broadcast televised 
educational programs on a daily basis after 
school closures.

This year, it is planned to reopen schools with 
a delay of one month under health protocols, but 
education is followed in three forms of in-per-
son, virtual, and television-based.

 Iranian 
traditional 
medicine is 
one of the 

most ancient 
medicine.

IRCS provides 
medical services 

to people in 13 
countries.

Bakhtegan, 
stretching to 3,500 
square kilometers, 

was once Iran’s 
second-largest 

lake.

From page 1     It is hoped that with the coop-
eration of all related bodies, Bakhtegan Wetland 
will be able to independently receive international 
credits and financial resources, he further stated.

The main problem of Bakhtegan Wetland is the 
lack of proper planning for available water resourc-
es. Although drought and climate change have also 
been influential, but the need for livelihood change, 
especially in the agricultural sector, is felt to reduce 
dependence on water resources, Hamid Zohrabi, 
provincial DOE chief said.

Bakhtegan is a Salt Lake with a surface area of 
3,500 square kilometers it was once Iran’s sec-
ond-largest lake. It was fed by the Kor River. Several 
dams on the river had significantly reduced water 
flow into the lake, increasing its 
salinity and endangering 
the lake’s populations of fla-
mingos and other migratory 
birds.

Valuable wetlands
Wetlands play a major role 

in protecting the land against 
floods and the impacts of 
storms. They provide food 
and diverse habitats which 
support genetic, species, and 
ecosystem biodiversity. Wet-
lands play a key role in the life 
cycles of many species and in 
annual migration patterns.

Unfortunately, wetlands are being degraded 
and lost due to pollution, overexploitation, climate 
change, and human population growth. In recogni-
tion of these challenges, the Ramsar Convention, 

an international treaty, was adopted in 1971.

In Iran, 141 wetlands with 
ecological value with an area 
of over 3 million hectares 
have been identified, of which 
25 wetlands are designated 
as wetlands of internation-
al importance (registered in 
the Ramsar Convention) cov-
ering more than 1.4 million 
hectares and four sites are 
biosphere reserves.

Of Iran’s 25 Ramsar sites 
about one-third are under 
pressure or in critical condi-
tion.

Chief of the Department of Environment, Issa 
Kalantari, has said in order to restore wetlands in 
the country a budget of 600 trillion rials (nearly $14 
billion) is required.

Lake Urmia restoration prescribed for 
Bakhtegan Wetland

Iranian-Islamic traditional medicine 
comes to help treat coronavirus



Frome Page 1    Sorush is the 
publisher of the book that carries 
interviews conducted with 30 political 
figures from his family and friends. 
Ali-Akbar Nateq Nuri, Seyyed Mahmud 
Doai, Farrokh Negahdar, Behzad 
Nabavi, Rafiqdoost and Shahi are 
among the figures.

Speaking at the meeting, Rafiqdoost 
recounted part of his memory from 
Araqi’s meeting with Imam Khomeini, 
the founder of the Islamic Republic, 
after the victory of the Islamic 
Revolution.

“He looked at Hajji Mehi with great 
affection,” said Rafiqdoost and added, 
“Among the revolutionary clerics, 
I know that Imam highly liked Mr. 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, but among the 
ordinary revolutionary personalities, 
Hajji Mehdi was Imam’s favorite.”  

Araqi joined Fadaian-e Islam, an 
Islamic group with a strong activist 
political orientation, from his youth. 
He was imprisoned for six months for 
his protest against the detention for 
Seyyed Mojtaba Navvab Safavi, the 
founder of the group.   

After his release from prison, he 
split from Fadaian-e Islam, joining 
Imam Khomeini in his struggles 
against the Shah.

At the same time, he joined the 
Islamic Coalition Party, a conservative 
political party, which was under Imam 
Khomeini’s spiritual leadership.

Araqi was detained along with a 
number of the members following the 

assassination of Hassan-Ali Mansur, 
the prime minister of the Shah.

 He received a life sentence in 1965, 
however, he obtained an early release 
from prison after 13 years.

He made great efforts to revive the 
Islamic Coalition Party and joined Imam 
Khomeini living in exile in Neauphle-le-
Chateau in France. 

Imam Khomeini sent him to Tehran 
with a mission to organize marches 
against the Shah during Tasua and 
Ashura on December 10 and 11, 1978.

The marches were successfully 
organized and Araqi returned to 
France afterward. Araqi was one of 
those people who accompanied Imam 
Khomeini on his return to Iran on 
February 1, 1979.      

After the victory of the Islamic 
Revolution, he served as the warden 
of Tehran Qasr Prison, wherein he was 
held for years.

He also collaborated with 
Mostazafan Foundation and the 
Persian daily Kayhan, and finally, was 
assassinated by the terrorist group 
Forqan on August 26, 1979.

Book on ethics, propaganda in U.S. comics,
 films published in Persian

TEHRAN – “War, Politics and Superheroes: 
Ethics and Propaganda in Comics and Film” by 
Marc DiPaolo, an assistant professor of English 
and film at Oklahoma City University, has been 
published in Persian.

Sureh-Mehr is the publisher of the book 
rendered into Persian by Ali-Akbar Jenabzadeh, 
Tehran Times editor-in-chief.

Superhero adventure comics have a long history 
of commenting upon American public opinion and 
government policy, and the surge in the popularity 
of comics since the events of September 11, 2001 
ensures their continued relevance. 

This critical text examines the seventy-year 

history of comic book superheroes on film and in 
comic books and their reflections of the politics of 
their time.

Superheroes addressed include Batman, 
Wonder Woman, Spider-Man, Superman, the 
Fantastic Four and the X-Men, and topics covered 
include American wars, conflicts and public policy.

DiPaolo is also the author of “Fire & Snow: 
Climate Fiction from the Inklings to Game of 
Thrones” and “Emma Adapted: Jane Austen’s 
Heroine from Book to Film”. 

He has edited five collections of scholarly 
essays on intersections of film, literature, politics 
and religion.

“Bone Marrow”, “Hit the Road”, “Maya” to compete in Vancouver festival

TEHRAN – The 40th edition of the 
Vancouver International Film Festival 
will screen the Iranian movies “Bone 
Marrow”, “Hit the Road” and “Maya”.

“Bone Marrow” directed by 
Hamidreza Qorbani and “Hit the Road” 
by Panah Panahi will be competing in the 
Contemporary World Cinema category of 
the festival, which will take place in the 
Canadian city from October 1 to 11.  

The documentary “Maya”, a co-
production between Iran and the UK 
by Jamshid Mojaddadi and Anson 
Hartford, has been selected to be 
showcased in Insights.

In “Bone Marrow”, while doctors 
believe that her son’s leukemia is 
terminal, Bahar holds out hope for a 
rare procedure that would require a 
fresh umbilical cord from the child’s 
birth parents. A tense atmosphere 
descends upon Bahar and her husband 
Hossein as they wrestle with the 
unspoken truth: he is not the boy’s 
father. As she sets out to find her first 
husband, missing from the mental 
hospital she committed him to years 
ago, she unwittingly uncovers buried 

secrets that send both families into 
disarray.

Led by powerful, urgent 
performances, “Bone Marrow” is a 
captivating portrait of humanism and 
sacrifice for the sake of family.

“Hit the Road” is the story of one 
family and their mysterious journey 
through rural Iran. From early on, it’s 
made clear that the clan is on some 
sort of mission, and the drama slowly 
escalates as details are revealed.

From its humorous opening to its 
feverish, music-driven conclusion, this 
film both commands and rewards the 
viewer’s attention.

In the mesmerizing documentary 
“Maya”, families, photographers, and 
celebrities alike from across Iran 
flock to the Mashhad Zoo for the main 
attraction: the close bond between a 
Bengal tiger named Maya, and Mohsen, 
the taxidermist-turned-zookeeper 
who raised her from birth. 

Feeding, petting and play-fighting 
are par for the course in this tiger’s 
enclosure. But Maya, for her part, has 
never tasted freedom. That is, until 

Mohsen takes her out of the zoo for 
a feature film shoot and unleashes 
her on open fields by the Caspian 
Sea, home, sixty years prior, to the 
now-extinct Caspian tiger. As Maya’s 
world breaks open, her latent instincts 
awaken, and the close ties between 
tiger and trainer begin to unravel.

A true, modern-day story that 

unfolds with all the twists, turns 
and pathos of a timeless fable, this 
intimate and empathetic documentary 
brings us up close and personal with 
both its animal and human subjects, 
underlining the troubling power 
dynamics that have existed between 
humans and animals since the dawn of 
domestication.

“Maya” 
co-directed 
by Jamshid 
Mojaddadi 
and Anson 
Hartford.

Art in Iran: Median art, architecture

The Median period is one of the least well 
defined periods of Iranian archeology. To speak 
of Median art means, first of all, mentioning the 
huge gaps in our knowledge of Median history. 

We know that Medes were mentioned in neo 
Assyrian annals from the year 836 BC onwards; 
as late as in King Esarhaddon’s vassal treaties 
(672 BC) they are represented by petty princes: 
central kingship had not yet been established, 
the foundation of which was later ascribed to 
the legendary judge, Deiokes. 

When the Assyrian empire fell in 615 612 BC, 
the Medes played a major role. The end of their 
dynasty is shrouded by legends around Cyrus 
the Great.

Apart from these few facts, most of the 
history and geography of the Median empire 
remains obscure. We do not know when the 
Medes first entered the Iranian plateau, nor 
from where they came; accordingly, the many 
theories connecting special wares or cultures 
with the immigrating Indo Aryans, Medians, or 
Persians are mere guesswork. 

Even if we are concerned with archeological 
material from the right period, i.e., late ninth to 
early sixth century BC, we often do not know 
whether the place it comes from really was 
already Median at that time. 

The boundaries of the two provinces, Media 
Magna and Media Atropatene, were formed by 
Alexander the Great and his successors; in the 
eighth/seventh centuries, however, the greater 
part of modern Azerbaijan was definitely part 
of the Urartian empire, or within the sphere 
of influence of its civilization, as shown by the 
fortresses of Bastam or Libliuni and the reliefs 
at Dogubayazit or Evoglu. 

Another culturally independent province was 
that of ancient Mannai, represented by Hasanlu 
III with its Urartian type city wall and the 
(unpublished) cemetery of Zivieh with its seals 
and impressions in Assyrian and Urartian style. 

Outside of Media proper, on its southern 
border, there is the 
sanctuary of Surkh i Dum 
in southern Lorestan with 
its peculiar style of seal 
engravings and its bronze 
reliefs that show Elamite 
influence.

It is between these three 
lands that we have to look 
for truly Median material: 
near to the old route “to 
Khorassan”, used for the 
East-West trade during the 
Iron Age as well, between 
modern Kermanshah and 
Hamedan, the capital of 
ancient Media Magna; 
probably a large part of 
the central Iranian plateau 
north of there also belonged to Media from the 
beginning or became Median in the course of 
Median history. 

This would include the material from the 
excavations at Godin Tepe in the Kangavar 
valley, Nushi Jan near Malayer, and perhaps 
Sialk near Kashan and Baba Jan in northern 
Lorestan.

These excavations and some adjoining 
surveys give us some general features of the 
architecture and the ceramics of the area. 
The columned halls of Godin, Baba Jan, and 
Nushi Jan form an important link between pre 
Median (Hasanlu IV) and proto Achaemenid 
(Pasargadae) forms; the temple and fortress at 
Pasargadae are unique but may also be called 
typically Zagros architecture of the Iron III 
phase, as attested to on the reliefs of Sargon II.

The pottery shows more diversification. The 
vessel types, partly derived from the earlier Iron 
Age phases, can be compared from one region 
to the other; the wares, however, differ widely 
and ornaments, incised, painted, or absent, do 

not fit into one homogeneous culture. 

Pictorial art, however, has so far been 
excavated in surprisingly small quantities and 
rather disappointing quality. The two probably 
most important objects, shown in the late 
1920s to E. Herzfeld at Hamedan, have not yet 
been properly excavated. 

One is a firman in favor of an Assyrian 
merchant, in the name of a king of Abbadana, 
a petty kingdom known to have been situated 
west of the Assyrian outposts; it shows the 
king himself, as if speaking the text, in a dress 
similar to Babylonian dresses from the Late 
Kassite period. 

Human figures in a related style can be found 
on a group of Assyrianizing bronze quivers in 
private collections. The only other inscribed 
object is a cylinder seal, now vanished, with a 
hero fighting a monster; the style of both the 
scene and the inscription is related to the latest 
Elamite style at Susa, but the hero’s headdress 
is the one typical of the Medes on Achaemenid 
palace reliefs. 

From Nushi Jan comes an impression of a 
cylinder seal in crude, perhaps provincial style 
with the typical neo Assyrian motif of an archer 
and a huge snake, and the bronze head of the 
well-known Assyrian demon Pazuzu. 

Local workmanship is seen at least in the 
bronze jug, fragments of which were found 
in 1914 by a French mission on the very top of 
Mound Hamedan; it was reconstructed, but 
the most important part has been preserved in 
the Louvre: the en face figure of a rather crude 
winged demon or angel. 

Similar bronze jugs, with the same knobs 
around the spout, have been excavated in an 
area that could correspond to Media or part of 
it; some others, from art market, bear related 
winged figures. One piece from Samos sets the 
date of the group to around 700 BC.

Architectural painting, attested both at Baba 
Jan and Nushi Jan, can be compared with the 

not very sophisticated 
geometric style of the 
painted Sialk B. ware. 
In spite of Herodotus’ 
description of the rich 
Medians, especially of their 
capital Ecbatana, so far 
the search for a court style 
has not led to convincing 
attributions. 

Sometimes, it seems, 
the search even led to the 
production of falsifications. 
In the case of the rock 
tombs, H. v. Gall has argued 
convincingly that they 
are much later than was 
assumed by E. Herzfeld, 

who attributed them to the independent 
Median princes.

Of the other approaches to Median art, 
only one should be mentioned: R. D. Barnett 
has argued, that the so called Scythian style, 
more precisely the earliest phase of this 
style, appears roughly at the same time in 
southern Russia, in northern Urartu, and in the 
“Treasure” of Zivieh. 

Consequently, it would be reasonable 
to assume that it also was part of the 
contemporary (late 8th 7th cent. BC) Median 
art; especially since exactly the same forms 
occur on (ethnically) Median objects, daggers, 
and pickaxes in the Achaemenid period. So far, 
however, this theory has been neither proved 
nor disproved.

It seems that Median pictorial art was heavily 
influenced by Babylonians and Assyrians, 
Elamite seal cutters (and scribes), and finally 
perhaps by the earliest Near Eastern phase of 
“animal style,” wherever its origins may have 
been.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Seek sustenance through alms-giving.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:13:00       Evening: 19:33        Dawn: 5:21  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:46 (tomorrow)

Movies from Iran picked for Adana Golden Boll festival
TEHRAN – Four movies by Iranian filmmakers, 

including Asghar Farhadi’s “Hero”, have been selected 
to be screened in the various categories of the 28th 
International Adana Golden Boll Film Festival.

“Hero” will be screened in World Cinema, a section 
dedicated to screening movies by outstanding 
filmmakers of the world.

It is a fascinating drama about a man who goes 
to debtor’s prison. During a two-day leave, Rahim 
receives a bag of valuables and faces a dilemma of 
whether to appropriate the loss, pay off the creditor 
and ensure his freedom, or follow his conscience and 
find the owner. 

“The Rotation” directed by Hazhir As’adi, “The 
Recess” by Navid Nikkhah-Azad, and “Left Handed” by 
Nasrin Mohammadpur will compete in the short film 
section of the festival, which will open on Monday in 
the southern Turkish city of Adana. 

The animated film “The Rotation” tells the story 

of a country where there is a war between two tribes 
over claiming the sun in the sky. As a result of that 
war, the sun is annihilated and a volcano erupts. 
Those two tribes now are dead and a new sun is 

made, both done by the lava. Several centuries pass 
and the humans are still at war to claim the sun in 
the sky.

Earlier in November 2020, the movie received the 
award for best animated film at the 6th BangkokThai 
International Film Festival in Thailand.

“The Recess” tells the story of Sahar, a 17-year-old 
student who is determined to skip high school during 
the recess to attend the football stadium to watch the 
football match between Esteghlal F.C. vs. Al-Ain as part 
of the AFC Champions League against the national ban 
on women to enter football stadiums in Iran.

The acclaimed movie won the award for best 
dramatic short film at the 15th San Francisco Frozen 
Film Festival in July.

“Left Handed” follows Maryam, a woman that 
plans to make a crucial decision in her life. 

The International Adana Golden Boll Film Festival 
will wrap up by awarding winners on September 19.

A poster for “The Rotation” directed by 
Hazhir As’adi.

A poster for the Persian translation of 
Marc DiPaolo’s book “War, Politics and 

Superheroes: Ethics and Propaganda in 
Comics and Film”. 

Writers and some comrades of Seyyed Mehdi Araqi hold copies of “Kill Mehdi Araqi” on the political 
dissident in a meeting organized at the Mehr News Agency in Tehran on September 11, 2021 to 

introduce the book. (Mehr/Mohammadreza Abbasi)

Median pictorial 
art was heavily 
influenced by 
Babylonians 

and Assyrians, 
Elamite seal 

cutters.

“Kill Mehdi Araqi”, book on Iranian 
political dissident introduced 
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