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Interview

Double standards 
on human rights are 
the norm, not the 
exception: expert

By Mohammad Mazhari

TEHRAN - MENA Program Director at the Inter-
national Crisis Group says that double standard on 
human rights has turned to a norm and no longer 
is an exception as great states in the world spon-
sor futile wars, especially in Yemen.

“Double standards on human rights are the 
norm, not the exception or only limited to Yemen,” 
Joost R. Hiltermann tells the Tehran Times.

“And not only Western powers are guilty of this. 
That said, it is hard to see how one can negotiate 
an end to the war in Yemen if countries such as 
Britain and France continue to supply weapons 
that keep it going,” he adds.

Despite its colorful and glamorous mottos, 
modern politics is coupled with blatant contra-
dictions and double standards. Looking back on 
the wars during past decades, we can realize how 
Western powers supported Saddam Hussein in the 
Iran-Iraq war in order to contain the Islamic Revo-
lution in Iran.

Today Western superpowers continue their 
arms sale to Saudi Arabia in its bombardment 
campaigns against the defenseless people of Ye-
men. All Western leaders are well aware of the 
oppressive nature of the Saudi regime, but it is 
the economic interest that rules international re-
lations.

Following is the text of the interview with Hil-
termann about these contradictions:

Why are the Western powers focusing on 
Iran’s nuclear program while Israel possess-
es nuclear arsenal?

Western powers are allied with Israel; they 
don’t think Israel will become an enemy and 
turn its nuclear weapons on them. They are 
also concerned about additional countries 
acquiring nuclear weapons in an unstoppable 
proliferation.   Page 5

‘World’s largest’ 
nabkha discovered 
in UNESCO-tagged 
Lut Desert

TEHRAN – The “world’s largest” nabkha (cop-
pice dune) has recently been discovered within 
the UNESCO-registered Lut Desert in the barren 
heartland of Iran, the director of the World Heri-
tage site has announced. 

Having a height of 21 meters, the recently dis-
covered nabkha is taller than those in Africa and 
some desert regions of the world, IRNA quoted 
Mehran Maqsudi as saying on Monday. 

Before this discovery, other nabkhas that are 
found in Lut Desert and are 11 to 12 meters high, 
were considered some of the tallest in the world, 
the official explained. 

The outcome of this field research and discovery 
has been published in reputable scientific journals 
in the form of a scientific article with details, he 
added. 

One of the spectacular phenomena of the Lut 
Desert is nabkha, also known as coppice dune, 
shrub-coppice, hummock, rebdou, or photogenic 
mound. 

The creation of nabaka is closely linked to the 
type of plant, wind direction, and the amount of 
sand source. In the desert lands, everything is cre-
ated from wind and soil erosion and saltwater, but 
nabkha symbolizes the synergy of the plants and 
the arid region of the Lut Desert. 

Lut Desert and Sahara in Africa are the only 
places in the world that nabkha are observed. 
Nabkha is generally found on flat surfaces with 
moderate sand levels and high groundwater levels 
or enough moisture to grow plants.

These natural phenomena are a result of the 
interaction of wind erosion, moisture, and veg-
etation of the area. The plants gradually from 
sand dunes at the bottom by obstructing the sand 
storm and accumulating sand.  Page 6

Coronavirus 
vaccination in Iran 
progressing well: WHO

TEHRAN – World Health Organization (WHO) 
representative to Iran Jaffar Hussain has said that 
the process of vaccination against coronavirus in 
Iran is progressing well.

Iran’s health system can be a model for oth-
er countries in the region, especially in the field 
of health and the use of valuable forces such as 
healthcare providers (called Behvarz in Iran), he 
stated, IRNA reported.

Iranian health centers have good experience to 
meet the needs of society, he noted, highlighting, 
In Iran, despite sanctions, most health indicators, 
such as the health of infants, pregnant women, 
access to health services, and health insurance 
coverage, are in good condition.

Fortunately, the pace of COVID-19 vaccination 
in Iran is fine, and the World Health Organization 
recommends that both doses of the vaccine be in-
jected to further protect people against the virus 
because receiving the first dose alone does not 
have much effect.

Vaccines can give the community immunity 
against the disease. The higher the vaccine cov-
erage, the weaker the virus. Of course, vaccination 
may not eliminate the disease, but it does reduce 
its destructive effects, he explained.

WHO’s support not only includes Iran but also 
other member countries, especially in the provi-
sion of supplies and equipment, capacity building 
and empowerment of the health system, efforts 
to increase public access to health equipment and 
facilities, he also emphasized.

Vaccination up, mortality down

Iran has recently accelerated its vaccination 
rollout and is now administering in the range of 
one million doses per day. So far, 20 percent of the 
population has received both doses. However, the 
pandemic continues to strongly affect the coun-
try’s unvaccinated population.  Page 7

Iran to meet S. 
Korea in World Cup 
qualifier decider

Tehran – Iran will host South Korea in Group A of 
the 2022 World Cup qualification Round 3 in Teh-
ran’s Azadi Stadium on Tuesday in a decider match.

Korea Republic have never won in Iran, but Pau-
lo Bento’s side will see Tuesday’s top-of-the-table 
AFC Asian Qualifiers – Road to Qatar clash as the 
perfect time to put that record right.

Seven times the Korea Republic men’s national 
team have ventured to Tehran, and a pair of draws 
– in 1977 and 2009 – are the best they have ever 
got for a team which have historically been one of 
Asia’s giants.

The last three visits to the famed Azadi Stadi-
um have all yielded 1-0 defeats, and it has been six 
matches across 10 years since the Koreans have 
gotten the better of Iran at any venue.

With seven of a possible nine points accrued 
from three successive home games, and with 
attacking weapons like Son Heung-min and 
Hwang Hee-chan in tow, Bento and co will be 
hoping the 2021 visit to the Iranian capital is 
the one which ends a decades-long drought, but 
they will arrive to find a star studded and in-
form opponent.  Page 3

Iraq arrests 
al-Baghdadi deputy

TEHRAN— Iraq has apprehended Sami Jassem, 
a high-ranking member of Daesh in charge of the 
group’s finances and a deputy of slain leader Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi, Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi said 
Monday on Twitter.

“While our (Iraqi security forces) heroes focused 
on securing the elections, their (Iraqi national 
intelligence services) colleagues were conducting 
a complex external operation to capture Sami 
Jassem,” he said, without providing further details 
of the operation.

Al-Kadhimi described it as “one of the most 
difficult” cross border intelligence operations 
ever conducted by Iraqi forces. Iraqi intelligence 
officials told The Associated Press (AP) that Jassem 
was detained in an identified foreign country and 
transported to Iraq few days ago. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity because they were not 
authorized to speak of the operation on the record.

Jassem worked with al-Qaeda in Iraq leader 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, before he was killed by the 
Americans in Iraq in 2016. He assumed various 
security positions in Iraq, and moved to Syria in 2015 
and became the deputy of al-Baghdadi. In 2015, 
the U.S. Treasury Department designated Jassem 
for providing financial support or other services to 
the extremist group. It said he supervised Daesh’s 
finance, oil and gas, antiquities, and mineral resources 
operations. 

Al-Baghdadi was killed in a raid by United States 
Special Forces in northwestern Syria in 2019.

TEHRAN - Stressing that what are highlighted 
in the media should not affect the atmosphere 
of Tehran-Baku relations, Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir Abdollahian has said “as the 
Armenian Foreign Minister visited Tehran, there 
is a possibility that the Foreign Minister of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan will also pay a visit to Teh-
ran.”

In an interview with the Russian state television, 

Abdollahian said, “Of course, I will travel to the cap-
itals of both countries at the appropriate time.”

Abdollahian visited Russia on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

Abdollahian also said he had “good talks” with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. Abdollahi-
an said he and Lavrov “reviewed all the issues that 
needed to be discussed,” IRNA reported on Monday. 

The Foreign Minister said the two sides con-
firmed that the relations between the two coun-
tries were excellent at political level, describing 
Tehran-Moscow ties as strategic.

“We agreed that the leaders of the two countries 
have a serious will to strengthen and expand rela-
tions. In this regard, we criticized each other for not 
being able to fully implement the good intentions 
of the leaders of two countries.”  Page 2

TEHRAN — Major General Mohammad Baqeri, 
Chief of the Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces, is 
scheduled to pay an official visit to Pakistan on 
Tuesday at the invitation of Pakistan’s Army Com-
mander General Qamar Javed Bajwa.

The visit is set to expand the military-defense 
diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Baqeri is scheduled to meet with senior Paki-
stani political, military and security officials. He is 
leading a high-ranking military, security and de-
fense delegation.

Meetings with the Prime Minister, Army Com-
mander, Commander of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 

other Pakistani military officials are on Baqeri’s 
agenda during his stay in Islamabad.

The members of the high-ranking Iranian military 
delegation will visit the port city of Karachi in south-
ern Pakistan and some military and naval centers of 
the neighboring country as part of their visit to Paki-
stan. The current visit of Iran’s military delegation to 
its eastern neighbor marks a new stage in strength-
ening military, defense and security relations be-
tween the two important countries.

Considering the security developments in the 
region and the Islamic world, including the situa-
tion in Afghanistan, political and military experts 

view the visit of high-ranking Iranian military team 
to Pakistan as important.

Baqeri’s visit to Pakistan is considered very im-
portant in recent years due to the growing trend 
of defense, security and military relations between 
the two neighboring countries.

The visit marks the joint will of the Iranian and 
Pakistani military officials to enhance cooperation, 
develop security at the common border, stabilize the 
region, including a common vision for the return of 
peace and stability to Afghanistan, consult on Islamic 
world issues and a common commitment in the fight 
against terrorism and insecurity in the region.

TEHRAN – Iranian Industry, Mining and Trade 
Ministry has inked a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) with the Energy Ministry for construct-
ing 10,000 megawatts (MW) capacity of power 
plants across the country.

The MOU was signed by Industry Minister Reza 
Fatemi Amin and Energy Minister Ali Akbar Mehra-

bian in Tehran on Monday, IRIB reported.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Mehrabian 
noted that these power plants will be built to meet 
the needs of industrial sectors and according to 
the signed MOU, industries will meet their electric-
ity needs through them and the surplus power will 
be injected into the national grid.

The minister stated that the country is cur-
rently facing 14,000 MW of electricity shortage, 
adding: “This figure equals 22 percent of the 
country’s total electricity demand, which we can-
not provide in various sectors including domes-
tic, industrial, administration and agricultural 
areas.”  Page 4

Iran FM underscores importance of Tehran-Baku ties

Baqeri to visit Pakistan on Tuesday

 STAY UPDATED #IranAzerbaijan

 p
re

si
d

en
t.

ir

Industry Ministry inks MOU with 
Energy Ministry to build 10,000MW 
of power plants

Raisi: University is central point of change in society
TEHRAN — Speaking at the official reopening of the new academic year in universities on 

Monday, Iranian President Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi said university is the central point of creating 
change in society, and universities and scientific centers should serve as the government’s think 
tank in creating change in society. He also said the country faces no stalemate. In another part of 
his speech, the president said no new view or theory should be taken for granted.



TEHRAN — Speaking at his weekly 
press briefing on Monday morning, 
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Saeed Khatibzadeh said relations 
between Iran and the Republic of 
Azerbaijan have followed a correct 
logic so far. 

The spokesman also said that 
these relations are normal and it is 
unnatural to disrupt them. 

Khatibzadeh also noted that Iran 
will not tolerate presence of Zionist 
regime’s forces near its borders in 
any country.

“The relations between the two 
countries have followed the right 
logic. At the same time, Iran’s 
concerns have been expressed, 
and this is in the context of good 
neighborliness and good relations 
between Iran and Azerbaijan.”

He also underscored that officials 
in Baku have said they will address 
these concerns. 

“In some issues, the expectations 
we had from Azerbaijan have not 
been met. We had a brotherly attitude 
towards Azerbaijan,” the spokesman 
added. 

“We told the Azerbaijani side that 
some of Iran’s concerns should be 
allayed slowly. We have never closed 
our airspace to Azerbaijan. The land 
is open and exchanges take place, 
and the two sides should not allow 
third parties to influence relations,” 
Khatibzadeh elaborated. 

Asked by a reporter about the 
military exercise of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan in the Caspian Sea, 
the spokesman said the West Asia 
region is a very sensitive region and 
some developments in this region 
have made the atmosphere more 
sensitive.

“Of course, we have very close 
relations with all the parties that 
hold these exercises, and there has 
never been much concern,” he added. 

He reminded that it is important 
to observe the situation in the region 
and the previous principles and 

agreements in the Caspian region, 
and this is the only thing that all 
parties should pay attention to.

Khatibzadeh said that during the 
past month, about seven to eight 
exercises have been held, which 
according to the reports Iran has 
received from military sources, some 
exercises were completely dramatic. 

“These are not good assessments, 
noting that the region needs 
tranquility and everyone, especially 
the parties that held these drills 
must pay attention to this issue,” the 
diplomat underlined. 

He also said that 
Azerbaijan was 
notified prior to 
holding “Conquerors 
of Khaybar” exercise 
by the Iranian army. 

“When we wanted 
to hold our exercise, 
we informed all the 
relevant countries, 
including the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, and said that our 
exercise is normal and routine, and 
these are the paradigms of the 
neighborhood, and if anyone does 
not comply, it shows that it is a little 
far from maturity in international 
relations,” he added. 

Regarding the relations between 
Tehran and Baku, Khatibzadeh said 
that Iran has all the components 
of a strategic relationship and 
comprehensive partnership with 

Azerbaijan.
“We hope that these relations 

will expand further and that the 
role of the foreign ministries of the 
two countries in this area is very 
important,” he noted. 

Khatibzadeh also discussed the 
ratification of the convention on the 
legal status of the Caspian Sea.

He said that this agreement 
was reached and what is being 
signed is binding to the signatories 
from the moment of signing of the 
agreement.

“Accordingly, we 
say that all parties 
must abide by what 
they have signed. The 
ratification process 
in each country has 
its own steps,” he 
further clarified. 

He continued 
by saying that the 
Iranian parliament 

has its own path. 
“We must allow it to take its 

democratic path inside Iran. We 
have some conventions about some 
countries that were in the process of 
ratification for years and have never 
been ratified,” the diplomat noted. 

Regarding the presence of the 
Zionist regime in the Republic of 
Azerbaijan and the denial of this issue 
by officials in Baku, the diplomat said 
Iran has never joked with anyone 

about its national security and all its 
neighbors know this well.

“Messages have been sent 
decisively to all neighbors,” the 
diplomat added. 

He underlined that the Zionist 
regime has taken insecurity and 
instability to everywhere. 

“The Zionist regime definitely 
wants to see this region insecure. 
Tehran and Baku must be careful that 
third parties do not interfere in these 
good relations,” he warned. 

Khatibzadeh emphasized, “We 
will not tolerate the presence of the 
occupying regime of Quds in our 
neighborhood and in our geography 
in any country.”

The spokesman also responded 
to questions about the 3+3 initiative, 
saying that the 3+3 initiative was 
raised from the day the war between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia broke out.

“Some countries were not ready 
and it was even said that we should 
start the 3+2. We must advance the 
South Caucasus issue in diplomatic 
arrangements.

Responding to a question about 
a possible visit to Baku by Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian, 
the spokesman said, “Our relations 
with Azerbaijan are established at all 
levels.”

In response to rumors of Iran-
Armenia talks and replacement 
of the route within the Republic 
of Azerbaijan’s territory with an 
alternate one, Khatibzadeh said that 
Iran has never discussed the route 
alteration with any country. 

“We are interested in sending 
Iranian goods without trouble,” he 
underscored.  

He also noted that Iran will not 
enter into any agreement to close 
down borders or act against any 
country. 

Iran does not replace any of its 
neighbors due to its “good neighborly 
policy,” the diplomat highlighted. 

TEHRAN — Iranian Parliament speaker 
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf met with 
his Swiss counterpart Andreas Aebi on 
Monday. 

According to the ICANA website, the two 
discussed bilateral issues and ways to 
expand ties. 

Aebi visited Tehran on Sunday afternoon. 
Seyyed Nezamoddin Mousavi, spokesman 

for the presiding board of the parliament, 
greeted Aebi upon his arrival. 

From page 1  There is a lot of work to be done, 
especially in the economic sector, he said, adding 
that businessmen of the two countries had many 
areas for cooperation and implementing projects.

“Today, in cooperation with Russia, I examined 
the obstacles to the implementation of the 
measures.”

Abdollahian pointed out that the Corona 
pandemic undoubtedly affected these measures, 
but two sides agreed to make up for the backlog 
and move forward quickly.

Iran’s chief diplomat added he and Lavrov “had 
constructive talks and consultations on the South 
Caucasus, Afghanistan, Yemen, Bahrain, Syria, and 
on international issues, the nuclear issue and the 
Vienna talks.”

Pointing out that Lavrov was an experienced 
diplomat and had significant role in the 
development of cooperation, Abdollahian 
stressed: “I am very pleased with his positive view 
of the future of relations; we, in turn, will strive to 
make progress in all the areas we have explored.”

The Iranian foreign minister also said the 
foreign ministries in the two countries are trying 
to activate “all our ministries, as well as the joint 
committees of the two countries 
and the tourism and cultural 
sectors.”

He added, “During this trip, 
we agreed to make a jump in the 
relations…, have long-term view 
of the relations so that we can say 
that the two foreign ministers and 
the two governments are on the 
right path based on the view of the 
leaders of the (two) countries.”

Regarding the current situation in the 
South Caucasus and the conflicts between 
the Republic of Azerbaijan and Armenia and 
peace and stability in the region, the minister 
underlined that one of the priorities of the 
Iranian administration’s foreign policy was to 
focus on neighbors, including the northern 
neighbors. 

Azerbaijan and Armenia were two good 
neighbors of the Islamic Republic, he remarked. 

“First of all, we cannot work against each 
other. The title of the administration’s foreign 
policy is a balanced foreign policy, that is, 
we regulate the relations between the two 
countries in line with the common interests of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran with Azerbaijan and 
the common interests of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran with Armenia.”

Referring to his meeting with Azeri foreign 
minister in New York, Abdollahian said the talks 
were “friendly and frank”.

 “We have some concerns about the South 
Caucasus region. The first concern is that some 
foreign interventions may lead the region in a 
direction where the geopolitics of the region 
and its borders is changed,” he warned, adding, 
“Border crossings are closed or relocated.”

The top diplomat highlighted that terrorists 
had entered the region since the start of the war 
in Nagorno-Karabakh. 

This is an issue that was raised during the 
diplomatic meetings between Iranian officials 
and the officials of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
and weeks ago they promised Iran to take the 
necessary measures to purge the region of 
terrorists, he explained. 

“The Zionist regime has also started 
provocative actions in our region through the 
territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan,” the chief 
diplomat warned.

”Iran thinks misunderstandings can be 
cleared up through dialogue”

Abdollahian underlined that the problems of 
the region should be solved by the countries of the 
region, and went on to say that there should be no 
foreign intervention in the region and all regional 
countries should regulate their relations on the 
basis of friendship and neighborliness.

“The two nations of Iran and Azerbaijan have 
a deep cultural and religious relations, and this 
is a great asset in the relations between the two 
countries, so at the political level we must manage 
issues as soon as possible and some remarks in 
the media outlets should not affect relations.”

Regarding Lavrov’s plan to resolve the 
conflict in the Caucasus titled 3+3, 
Abdollahian said there were several 
plans to resolve the conflict, one of 
which is the 3+3, which had been 
proposed since the escalation of 
the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis. “Iran 
thinks misunderstandings can be 
cleared up through dialogue.”

Iran’s senior diplomat also 
reiterated that in the talks, the 

territorial integrity of countries could be 
emphasized and its result could be implemented 
but there had been another format between Iran, 
Russia and Azerbaijan in the past. 

The aim of this format had been to develop 
cooperation in a tripartite dimension, he said, 
noting these initiatives strengthen consultations, 
political dialogue and joint and multilateral 
cooperation.

“We believe that new avarices complicate 
the situation and the result will be nothing but 
instability and will not benefit either side,” Amir-
Abdollahian stressed.

Insisting that all parties should try not to 
spread a tense atmosphere in the region, the 
Foreign Minister said: “The region has seen 
enough tension in the past few months and in 
this situation, everyone should try to restore 
calm to the region.”

Dialogues should be in line with the literature 
expected from the neighbors, he said, noting Iran 
considers some of the recent statements made 
by Azeri officials as unconstructive. 

“I think if we deal with these issues wisely, we 
can experience the way forward with our two 
good neighbors, Azerbaijan and Armenia, like the 
other neighbors.”

Amir-Abdollahian stated: “We hope that 
all parties will respect international law and 
that the main focus of our talks should be on 
constructive cooperation. What we are currently 

witnessing in parts of the region is worrying; 
in the Caucasus region, the provocation of the 
Zionist regime, foreign intervention and the 
presence of terrorists, which has intensified the 
atmosphere.”

Regarding a request by the Russian Foreign 
Minister concerning a ratification of the convention 
on the legal regime of the Caspian Sea by Iran and 
its connection with resolving the conflict in the 
region, the Foreign Minister said: “We have this 
issue on the agenda of the administration and 
parliament. Mr. Lavrov has asked me to accelerate 
the resolution of this issue, and I will work on the 
issue after returning to Tehran, and then I will 
inform my Russian counterpart.”

Asked about Iran’s steps to return to the Vienna 
nuclear talks, he said: “We have intensified our 
studies on the recent Vienna talks and we are 
very close to the final conclusion. We hope to set 
a date for a return to the Vienna talks.”

At the same time, the other parties have time 
to show their intention to honor their obligations 
under the 2015 nuclear deal by taking practical 
steps, the foreign minister remarked. 

He went on to say that in any case, if all parties 
fulfill their commitments, Iran will do the same 
immediately.

Regarding cooperation capacities of Iran and 
Russia in oil and gas production, the top diplomat 
said, “All countries can start and develop their 
cooperation with Iran in the field of energy… This 
was done in the past. U.S. unilateral actions in 
violation of international law should not actually 
affect this cooperation, we have always wanted 
energy cooperation. Today, we also discussed 
the cooperation between Iran and Russia in this 
regard, and we look to the future with great 
optimism.”

He also said oil and gas prices have been 
artificially kept low.

“I believe that in recent years, energy products, 
especially oil and gas, have been artificially kept 
at a low level, part of which is due to U.S. behavior 
and some go back to U.S. agreements with some 
oil and gas producers,” he said of rising oil and 
gas prices and the European Union’s disregard 
for Iran and Russia’s production capacities.

Amir-Abdollahian added: “I think prices are 
approaching the real rate which is good news for 
owners of oil and gas resources because their 
prices have been artificially kept low for several 
years. Of course, it is natural that supply and 
demand determine the real price, but in recent 
years, political decisions have kept energy prices 
artificially low, and in this regard, both we and 
Russia have lost money.”

TEHRAN – Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian has said Iran will resume the 
Vienna talks for a possible revival of the 2015 
nuclear deal by “relying on collective wisdom”.

Abdollahian also said the Ebrahim Raisi 
administration follows “balanced”, “active”, 
“dynamic” and “smart” foreign policy.

He added an insistence on prioritizing ties 
with neighbors and Asian countries, including 
India, China, Russia and East Asian nations by 
the new Iranian administration, is not at the 
cost of excluding Western countries.

“Look to neighbors and the East and 
interaction with the countries in the region 
does not mean that we don’t pay attention to 
other region including the West,” Abdollahian 
told ISNA in an interview published on Sunday. 

He said one of the features a balanced 
foreign policy is that “we use every 
opportunity” in the world “to meet our 
maximum national interests”.

Abdollahian went on to say that his 
meetings with 18 European foreign ministers 

in New York during the annual UN General 
Assembly conference indicate that “look 
to the East does not mean abandoning the 
West.”

However, he said, Iran has unequivocally 
told the Western side that since they are 
following Washington’s policies toward Iran 
and have not lived up to their obligations 
under the 2015 nuclear deal, they are 
losing the chance for investment as well as 
economic and commercial ties with Iran.

“But,” he added, “Iran’s hands will not 
remain tied and will decide based on its 
interests.”

On assumptions that Iran is leaning too 
much toward Beijing and Moscow, the foreign 
minister said Iran “definitely will not tie” the 
country’s interests to China or Russia, noting 
that the Islamic Republic will regulate its 
policies based on its interests.

He said there is opportunity for all 
countries in all continents including Africa, 
Latin America and the West 

TEHRAN - The Ground Forces of the Army is 
now in possession of advanced helicopters and 
modern UAV systems, the force’s commander 
Kiomars Heydari announced on Monday. 

“We have the largest helicopter fleet in the 
region. Today, our helicopters are equipped 
with the most advanced night-vision cameras 
and precision-guided missiles. In the field 
of drones, we have also made important 
achievements. At the present stage, we have 
reached self-sufficiency in the field of combat 
drones and reconnaissance,” Brigadier General 
Heydari said at a military ceremony in Tehran.

Today, the ground force views self-
sufficiency in designing and producing 
modern weaponry as a principle, the general 
highlighted.

Heydari also said the army was at the peak 
of its strength and combat readiness.

“The army has reached a very desirable 
position in the field of design and manufacture 
of military equipment and parts. We will 
produce what we need today in the field of 
equipment with the efforts of the faithful 
and specialist youth in the Research and Self-
Sufficiency Jihad Organization.”

Pointing to the capability of manpower, the 
commander emphasized that a country that 
had scientific manpower was considered as 

the most powerful country in the world.
Heydari pointed to the structure of the 

force under his command, saying there were 
different categories that formed the chains of 
defense and security.

Underlining scientific achievements, 
especially in the field of defense, the commander 
said the ground force makes optimal use of 
specialist personnel at the Research and the 
Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization and the 
Production and Optimization Center of Martyr 
Zarharan.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the commander 
highlighted the effective role of the Army in 
fighting the coronavirus, saying 28 hospitals 
and 12,000 medical staff were actively involved 
in the efforts to contain “this unknown virus”.

Iran is dispatching a planeload of 
humanitarian aid to those wounded in 
the Friday terrorist attack at a mosque 
in the northeastern Afghanistan’s Kunduz 
province, which was claimed by the Daesh 
terrorist group, Press TV reported.

Iran’s embassy in Kabul said on Monday 
that a plane carrying humanitarian aid, 
including medicine and medical equipment, 
is to be sent to Afghanistan later in the day.

More than 150 people were killed in a 
ghastly attack at Gozar-e-Sayed Abad 
Mosque in the Khanabad area of Kunduz, 
with a predominantly Hazara population, 
on Friday.

A Daesh terrorist, masquerading as 
a worshipper, detonated his explosives 
during Friday prayers. The victims were 
all Hazara Shias, the third-largest ethnic 
group in Afghanistan.

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad 
Baqer Qalibaf on Sunday condemned the 
terrorist attack targeting worshippers 
at the packed Shia mosque in Kunduz, 

warning that enemies are plotting to stoke 
religious and ethnic discord in the country.

On Saturday, Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
called on Afghanistan’s authorities to 
punish the perpetrators of the act of terror.

Two decades of foreign war and 
occupation has left Afghanistan 
impoverished and mired in an extended 
humanitarian crisis. The US-led war in the 
country came to an end in August this year, 
when all foreign forces were withdrawn 
from Afghanistan.

Iran has since increased its humanitarian 
support for the war-stricken country. The 
Islamic Republic has also spent millions of 
dollars on development and reconstruction 
projects and has built hundreds of 
kilometers of highways and railroads in its 
eastern neighbor.

Iran last week delivered a fifth shipment 
of humanitarian aid for the Afghan people 
to the interim Taliban government in 
Afghanistan.
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Everyone should 
try to restore 
calm to the 

Caucasus region.

Iran has all the 
components of a 
comprehensive 

partnership with 
Azerbaijan.

Tehran: Tehran won’t tolerate presence 
of Zionist forces near borders

Iranian, Swiss parliament 
speakers hold talks 

Iran FM underscores importance of Tehran-Baku ties

FM says ‘collective wisdom’ will shape 
Iran’s policy in nuclear deal talks 

Amir Abdollahian says he will travel to Baku and Yerevan at proper timeIranian Army Ground Force possesses 
sophisticated helicopters, UAVs

Iran sending medical aid to victims of 
Afghan mosque terror attack



TEHRAN – In the latest sign of 
misplaced overconfidence, Azerbaijani 
officials have launched a barrage of 
criticism against Iran simply because 
it quietly and diplomatically protested 
an Azerbaijani decision to tax Iranian 
commercial trucks passing through an 
Azerbaijani road curve. 

This overconfidence on the part of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan has largely led 
Iran to stage its largest military exercise 
in decades to make Baku understand 
that messing up with Iran’s national 
interests in the south Caucasus region 
has its price. The ground forces of Iran’s 
Army carried out one of their largest 
movements during a military drill 
meaningfully dubbed “the Conquerors 
of Khaybar” along Iran’s borders with 
Azerbaijan and Armenia. 

The military drill was accompanied 
by a media counter-attack from Iran 
after some Azerbaijani lawmakers 
went too far in inveighing against Iran. 
Several Iranian lawmakers reminded 
their Azeri counterparts that the “age 
of your small country is less than that 
of our youngest lawmaker.”

Mohammad Reza Ahmadi Sangari, 
an Iranian lawmaker, pointed out that 
leaders of Baku have been “illusioned” 
by their Karabakh victory which was 
achieved by “Turkish doping.”

Officially, Iran, however, sought to 

defuse tensions and warns Baku against 
further cementing ties with Israel, the 
archenemy of Iran that is now seen by 
many Iranians as the driving force behind 
turning the south Caucasus region 
into a hotspot for Iran according to a 
longstanding besiegement doctrine.  

Several Iranian officials, directly or 
indirectly, have urged Baku to distance 
itself from Israel and avoid being trapped 
by Tel Aviv’s anti-Iran plots. 

During his Monday press briefing, 
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Saeed Khatibzadeh was asked about the 
presence of Israel in Azerbaijan. He bluntly 
warned that Iran will not tolerate Israeli 
presence in any neighboring countries.

“Iran by no means neglect its national 
security, and all its neighbors know this 
well. Messages are firmly sent to all 
neighbors. The Zionist regime has taken 
insecurity and instability everywhere it 
went. The Zionist regime definitely wants 
to see this region as insecure. Tehran and 
Baku must be careful that third parties 
do not interfere in these good relations,” 
Khatibzadeh asserted. 

He cautioned, “We will not tolerate 
the presence of the occupying regime in 
Jerusalem near our neighborhood and in 
any other neighboring countries.” 

Earlier this month, the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed 

Ali Khamenei, whose support for Baku 
during last year’s Nagorno-Karabakh 
44-day war was appreciated by the 
Azerbaijani foreign ministry at the time, 
also commented on the situation in the 
south Caucasus region. 

Addressing a military graduation 
ceremony via videoconference, Ayatollah 
Khamenei underlined the need for 
regional countries to rely on their 
own nations and avoid letting foreign 
countries interfere in the region.

“The armies of regional nations can run 
the region on their own and you should 
not allow others to enter. The events 
that are taking place in the northwest of 
our country in some of our neighboring 
countries are matters that must be 
resolved using this same logic,” the Leader 
said, adding, “Of course, our country and 
our Armed Forces are acting wisely. Our 
approach in all matters is to act wisely, 
authority coupled with wisdom. It is good 
if other governments act wisely too and 
not permit the region to face serious 
problems. ‘Those who dig a hole for their 
brothers will be the first to fall into it’.”

Tensions between Iran and Azerbaijan 
have many dimensions but Iran has 
mainly focused on the Israeli factor, one 
which it sees as the most dangerous 
element in the ever-changing politics of 
the region. 

On the contrary, the leaders of 

Azerbaijan have boastfully spoken of their 
relations with Israel and praised them as 
being only “the tip of the iceberg.”

But many believe that Azerbaijan may 
need to think twice before cementing 
ties with Israel at the expense of souring 
its relations with Iran. Baku may not 
intend to undermine its relations with 
Iran by relying on Tel Aviv. But Israel sees 
its relations with Azerbaijan through 
the prism of its enmity with Iran. And 
this would probably get Azerbaijan into 
trouble that does not serve the interests 
of the Caspian nation.

Azerbaijan also needs to take a look 
at other Muslim countries such as the 
United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia 
that tried relying on Israel in the security 
arena. These Arab countries paid a high 
price for embracing Israel in the hope that 
it will help them with Iran. But they soon 
realized that mending ties with Iran is 
better than antagonizing it and coalescing 
with Israel. After years of tensions, Iran 
and Saudi Arabia are reportedly about to 
reopen embassies. 

The Arab states know better than 
Azerbaijan that Israel is a fair-weather 
friend that cannot be relied upon. In 
times of difficulty, Israel won’t hesitate 
to abandon Azerbaijan and leave it to face 
its fate in a tumultuous region that is 
increasingly holding a grudge against the 
political leadership of Baku. 

Iran to meet  
S. Korea in World 
Cup qualifier 
decider
From Page 1   Dragan Skocic has set a perfect 

record of 10 wins from as many matches since took 
the head coach role at the outset of 2021. Iran will 
hold no fear, even if the Azadi Stadium will remain 
empty, the-afc.com wrote. 

Three wins from three and no goals conceded in 
the Final Round underlines Team Melli’s strength at 
the back as well as up front and extends a remarkable 
run which has seen the team conceded only seven 
goals in its last 25 Asian Qualifiers matches.

That victory puts Iran, even at this early stage, 
within sight of a third successive FIFA World Cup 
appearance.

With nine points, the Iranians are two ahead 
of Korea Republic and seven clear of a chasing 
pack featuring UAE, Lebanon and Syria, meaning 
a draw or defeat on Tuesday would not derail their 
campaign, but a victory would represent a major 
accomplishment on an increasingly smooth Road 
to Qatar.

Iran motivated to 
play South Korea: 
Skocic
TEHRAN – Iran national football team coach 

Dragan Skocic says that they are motivated to play 
South Korea.

Iran will host the Taeguk Warriors in Group A of 
the 2022 World Cup qualification Round 3 in Tehran’s 
Azadi Stadium on Tuesday.

Iran lead the group with nine points and a victory 
put them within sight of a third successive FIFA World 
Cup appearance.

“We have a very important match against South 
Korea and are motivated to play them. We have a lot 
of respect for Korea because they are an organized 
team,” Skocic said in the prematch news conference.

“We are well-prepared for the match and keep a 
positive mental attitude,” the Croat added.

Skocic has set a new record of 10 consecutive wins 
in all competitions with Iran, however it has not been 
enough to satisfy his critics so far. 

“I don’t know what should I have done. I really 
don’t know what’s the people’s expectations. We 
earned a valuable win over the UAE in a hot and 
humid condition. We will be doing everything to 
get better and this is our aim to play better in each 
match,” he stated.

South Korean stars Son Heung-min, Kim Min-jae, 
Hwang Hee-chan and Hwang Ui-jo have traveled 
to Tehran for this vital match. Skocic is wary of Son 
Heung-min’s threat. 

“Son can change the game since he can both score 
and set goals up. South Korea have also several good 
players but I believe in my team,” he said. 

Skocic also showed his dissatisfaction with those 
who criticize the National Team under any condition. 

“Some coaches are going to replace me in the 
National Team but I have to say them it’s not the right 
time,” Skocic concluded. 

Accompanying Skocic to the press conference, 
goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand said that he will do his 
best to register another clean sheet. 

“We have shown we are a strong team in our 
previous 10 matches but we know that it will be quite 
different match since South Korea are a strong team. 
I will do my best not to concede a goal in the match 
against South Korea,” Beiranvand said. 

S. Korea not about 
to change style 
for key World Cup 
qualifier vs. Iran
TEHRAN - South Korea will face their biggest 

challenge yet in the final Asian qualifying round for 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup on Tuesday, when they visit 
Iran in their first away match of the ongoing phase.

With Iran being the highest-ranked Asian team at 
No. 22, 14 spots above South Korea, this may call for 
some adjustments for the Taeguk Warriors.

But South Korea head coach Paulo Bento isn’t 
about to change the team’s overall approach.

“What we know is that it will be a different game 
with a different, strong opponent,” Bento said in 
his pre-match press conference from Tehran on 
Monday. The kickoff between the two sides is 5 p.m. 
Tuesday at Azadi Stadium in Tehran, or 10:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in Korean time. “But our style and our way, 
we’re going to keep with that. Our idea is to play as 
well as we can, respect our opponent, but of course, 
try to play with our style, even if we know that it’ll 
be a different game if we compare it with the last 
three we played.”

The last three matches haven’t exactly gone the way 
Bento and aggrieved South Koreans had hoped. They 
had a scoreless draw with Iraq to open the final round, 
and then beat Lebanon 1-0 and Syria 2-1 -- both highly 
unsatisfying results against heavy underdogs.

These results leave South Korea in second place in 
the group with seven points. Iran sit atop the group 
with nine points from three consecutive victories.

The top two teams from each of the two groups 
will punch tickets to next year’s World Cup in Qatar. 
The two third-place teams will meet in a playoff 
match, and the winner will then advance to the last-
chance intercontinental playoff.

South Korea have never defeated Iran in Tehran, 
with two draws and five losses so far. But Bento said 
he won’t worry about past results and will keep the 
team’s focus on the match at hand.

“We know that we are going to face a very good 
team that achieved a very good result in the last 
three games, a team with very good players and 
experienced players, very good organization in all the 
moments of the game,” Bento said. “What we think in 
every game is to reach three points. In order to reach 
our goal, we must be able to play a very good game 
and not make too many mistakes.”

Iranian woman 
Jamali makes 
history in Youth 
World Weightlifting 
Championships
TEHRAN – Yekta Jamali of Iran made history in the 

2021 Youth World Weightlifting Championships by 
winning a silver medal in the -81kg weight category 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

It’s Iran’s first silver medal in the women’s 
weightlifting in history. 

She lifted 90kg in snatch and 115kg in clean and 
jerk. Jamali won the silver medal with a total of 205kg.

The gold medal went to Georgian Natia Gadelia 
who lifted 208kg and Russian Daria Meshcherakova 
won the bronze medal with 201kg. 

Jamali had won the country’s first medal 
in the history in the 2021 IWF Junior World 
Weightlifting Championships in May in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan.

She took the bronze in the 87kg with 92-116-208.

Foolad defeat  
Al Arabi at Asian 
Club Volleyball 
C’ship 
TEHRAN – Foolad Sirjan of Iran defeated Qatari side 

Al Arabi 3-1 (25-23, 22-25, 25-16, 25-18) in the 2021 
Asian Men’s Club Volleyball Championship on Monday.

Foolad will play Thailand’s Diamond Food in their 
last match in Pool B on Tuesday. 

Foolad have previously defeated the Philippines’ 
Rebisco and AGMK of Uzbekistan in the competition. 

Thailand’s Nakhon Ratchasima QminC, Sri Lanka’s 
CEB, Kazakhstan’s Burevestnic Almaty, Kuwait’s 
Kazma and South Gas of Iraq are in Pool A.

The competition is being held in Nakhon 
Ratchasima, Thailand from Oct. 8 to 15.

The winners of this tournament will qualify for the 
2021 FIVB Volleyball Men’s Club World Championship.
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IRAN IN FOCUSWhy Azerbaijan needs to 
distance itself from Israel

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed 
Khatibzadeh has praised Tehran-Damascus ties, noting 
that they have been elevated to a strategic level. 

Speaking at a weekly press briefing, the spokesman 
offered details about the recent visit by Iranian Foreign 
Minister Amir Hossein Abdollahian to Syria where he 
met with several high-ranking Syrian leaders including 
President Bashar Assad. 

Khatibzadeh rejected some media reports about 
Lebanon refusing to provide fuel to the Iranian plane 
carrying Abdollahian during his visit to Syria and 
Lebanon. He said these reports are false and the visit 
was pre-planned. “Some people do not like these trips 
to be successful and they create these red herrings. 
There has been no request for refueling in Lebanon,” 
Khatibzadeh said.

Abdollahian visited Damascus on Saturday as 
part of his regional tour that included Lebanon. The 
Iranian foreign minister met with the Syrian President 
at the presidential palace to discuss developments 
in bilateral relations, regional developments, and 
international issues.

Commenting on the visit, Khatibzadeh said Iran-Syria 
relations have been upgraded to an important level. 
“Iran-Syria relations have entered a strategic phase. The 
dimensions of Iran-Syria relations are different, and the 
nature of strategic relations requires that these relations 
be established in all dimensions, including economic, 
cultural, military, and so on,” he said. 

Khatibzadeh added, “Our private sector had an 
exhibition in Syria some time ago, and now it is 
demanding that their agreements be implemented in 
various dimensions. A special mission has been given 
to the ambassador and this trip has had a special focus 
on this issue.”

During their Saturday meeting, Abdollahian and 
Assad stressed the need to strengthen and deepen 
relations between the two countries, according to the 
Iranian foreign ministry. 

They also exchanged views on developments in 
Afghanistan, Yemen, Iraq, and Syria.

The Iranian foreign minister called the extensive 
contacts between the high-ranking officials of Iran 
and Syria an indicator of the depth of relations and 
congratulated Damascus on its political, international, 
and field victories.

He also said that the diplomatic atmosphere in the 
recent UN General Assembly meetings indicated that the 
situation has changed in Syria’s favor.

Abdollahian explained the policy of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran towards the developments in Afghanistan. He 
said, “We are in contact with all parties in Afghanistan, 

including the Taliban, and we invite them to form a 
comprehensive government.”

During the meeting, the Syrian president stated that 
in the short time that has passed since his previous 
meeting with the Iranian foreign minister, many changes 
have taken place “that have benefited all of us.”

Assad noted that Syria managed to hold a 
presidential election successfully.

He added that the US withdrawal from Afghanistan 
marks the emergence of new axes and the decline of 
the Western axis.

According to the Syrian president, regional 
countries and Afghanistan’s neighbors know that the 
United States does not accept responsibility for its 
actions and policies in Afghanistan.

Assad also said the Islamic Republic of Iran has this 
capacity and in order for Afghanistan to succeed, Iran 
must enter into negotiations with its neighbors and other 
players, because the Americans want to sow discord 
between Afghanistan’s neighbors.

Assad also said, “We are interacting 
with Syria’s Constitutional Committee 
in line with Syria’s national interests, 
and not as a result of foreign 
interference and the imposition of 
foreign countries’ views.”

Regarding the developments in Idlib, 
he stressed the end of the occupation 
and the return of all occupied territories 
to Syria.

Abdollahian also referred to the 
pragmatism of the new government in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. The foreign 
minister said that Iran has a plan for 
sustainable economic development, 
which will pursue it even in the event of the continuation 
of oppressive sanctions against Iran.

On the Vienna talks, Abdollahian said Iran will return to 
the negotiating table soon, and it will consider the issue 
of verification and receiving the necessary guarantees for 
the fulfillment of the obligations of the Western parties.

According to the Iranian foreign minister, if the talks 

are concluded, Iran will use them to accelerate the 
implementation of its development plan, but it will not tie 
its development plan to the talks.

Abdollahian had paid a visit to Lebanon before heading 
to Syria. In Beirut, he met many Lebanese leaders 
including Lebanon’s President Michel Aoun, Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Berri, Prime Minister Najib Mikati, and 
Foreign Minister Abdollah Bu Habib.

Abdollahian and Aoun discussed Iran-Lebanon ties 
and regional developments. The Iranian foreign minister 
congratulated Aoun on the formation of Lebanon’s new 
government. He also reaffirmed Iran’s strong backing for 
Lebanon, saying Tehran is ready to give all-out support 
for Beirut. The Lebanese president said both the people 
and the government of Lebanon view Iran as their friend 
and that “we always feel Iran’s support at our disposal.”

Aoun also described talks between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia as important and said good ties between them 
will make Lebanon happy and will strengthen peace in 
the region.

“Iran Saudi talks have entered more serious stage”

Iran and Saudi Arabia have been holding talks over 
the last few months. Khatibzadeh said these talks have 
entered a “more serious” stage.

“The talks are moving in a more serious direction. 
The roadmap is under discussion. Iran has always 
pursued its policy and believes that talks between 
regional actors and Iran and Saudi Arabia can be one 
of the pillars of peace and stability in the Persian Gulf 

region,” the spokesman noted. 

Regarding Lebanon, Khatibzadeh 
reiterated Iran’s readiness to help 
Lebanon with the electricity crisis. 
He pointed out that one solution to 
Lebanon’s electricity crisis is to build 
inland power stations and Iran is ready 
to help in that regard. “One of the ways 
is to build ground power plants inside 
Lebanon, and Iran can help with all its 
technical capacity to build power plants, 
and this readiness of Iran must be 
accompanied by the will of the Lebanese 
government and groups,” he said. 

Earlier, Abdollahian had also 
expressed Iran’s readiness to help 
Lebanon cope with its electricity crisis. 

The Iranian foreign minister also referred to the Islamic 
Republic’s engineering and technical capabilities, 
saying Tehran is ready to have a strong presence in 
Lebanon’s development projects, most notably in the 
construction of power plants. Abdollahian said Iranian 
companies can take part in these projects with their 
world-class know-how.

TEHRAN - The Chief of General Staff of 
Iran’s Armed Forces said on Monday that 
a great tragedy has followed a terrorist 
operation in Kunduz in northeast 
Afghanistan highlights the need for unity, 
security and stability in the Islamic world, 
especially in the friendly and neighboring 
country of Afghanistan.

Major General Mohammad Bagheri 
said the “great and alarming tragedy” 
of the terrorist act in Kunduz in which 
scores of worshippers were killed or 
injured “caused sorrow and grief for 
Muslims of the world and all human 
beings as well.”

The top general said the attack on 
worshippers on the Sayed Abad Mosque 
during Friday prayers “once again 
showed the danger of Takfiri terrorism 
produced in the think tanks of global 
Zionism.”

He added, “The spy agencies of the 
arrogant powers continue to target the 

Islamic Ummah, especially the nations 
that through resistance and endurance 
have caused the escape of the Great 
Satan and the terrorist and criminal 
America from their lands.”

Gen. Bagheri also addressed the 
Afghan officials, advising them that it is 
highly expected that they would form an 
inclusive government in the near future 
and cleanse the country from the “filthy 
existence of the mercenary terrorists 
as the enemies of Islam” and beef up 
security so that the “honorable people of 
Afghanistan would return to normal life.”

The top military official also expressed 
the hope that Afghan authorities 
would quickly and seriously punish the 
perpetrators of this crime and take the 
necessary measures to prevent the 
recurrence of these tragedies.

On Monday, the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry again condemned the Friday 
terrorist attack in Afghanistan, saying 

what happened in Kunduz was an 
unprecedented act and that Iran believes 
that the Taliban have a responsibility to 
maintain security. 

“Given the controlling of institutions 
and centers of power and the security 
and political centers, this is the reason 
why the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
repeatedly said that Afghanistan must be 
free of violence and terrorism,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh 
told a weekly news conference.

Khatibzadeh said that the “noble 
people of Afghanistan” are tired of 
terrorism and killing.

“What Afghanistan needs most is the 
realization of the will of the people to form 
an inclusive government that reflects its 
ethnic and demographic composition, 
and we believe that this is the only way 
to make Afghanistan a peaceful country 
and good neighbor to all countries in 
the region and a constructive player in 

international relations.”

“Russia to partake in meeting on 
Afghanistan in Tehran”

Khatibzadeh also said: “In the first 
meeting held online by the foreign 
ministers of Afghanistan’s neighboring 
countries, it was agreed to hold the next 
meeting with the presence of foreign 
ministers in Tehran, which is subject to 
preparation.”

According to Fars, the senior diplomat 
stated that this issue was on the agenda. 

“We do not know when we will be able 
to hold the meeting in-person in Tehran. 
At the same meeting, it was agreed 
that Russia be added to this group, and 
at Iran’s suggestion, Russia will also be 
present at that meeting.”

He also said that the Kremlin’s 
invitation to Iran to participate in a 
meeting on Afghanistan in Russia was 
under consideration.

Iran-Syria ties have entered ‘strategic phase’: spokesman

“Talks between 
Iran and Saudi 

Arabia can 
serve peace and 
stability in the 
Persian Gulf 

region”

Kunduz crime highlights the need for security in Islamic states: Iranian military chief 



By Mahnaz Abdi
TEHRAN- Financing in Iran has been 

traditionally the responsibility of the 
banking system.

Iran’s economy has always been 
bank-oriented over the past decades, 
and the banking system has been the 
destination for businesses to finance.

In fact, the view of enterprises and 
production units to receive financial 
resources, working capital facilities 
and any financial support has been 
toward the banks.

This has caused the resources of 
banks in general and in all periods to 
be insufficient to be allocated to the 
production and industry sectors of the 
country and often the distribution of 
facilities is not fair.

Usually, some sectors receive more 
facilities than other sectors, and the 
way banks look at lending to some 
projects compared to the proposed 
projects in some sectors that receive 
less attention is a constant challenge 
in receiving bank facilities. 

Banks’ resources are generally 
short-term, and on the other hand, 
companies and industries need 
long-term resources to finance 
their investment projects; and this 
difference in the maturity of the 
required resources reduces the lending 
power of the banking network and 
puts pressure on the banks’ resources.

It is while benefitting from the 
capacities of capital market is the best 
solution to tackle this limitation.

Capital market, as a long-term 
resource market, can take on the role 

of long-term financing of enterprises 
if the right policy is adopted.

Financing through the issuance 
of securities is the outstanding 
mechanism of the capital market in 
this due.

The issuance of securities in the 
capital market has the following 
advantages compared to the lending 
methods in the banking network:

- Issuance of securities in high 
amount in the capital market is 
possible, while in the banking facilities, 
firms generally face limitations in the 
financing ceiling.

- In terms of time, securities issued 
in the capital market are generally 
long-term and four to five years, and 
in fact allow companies to access long-
term financial resources to implement 
development plans and provide 
liquidity, but in the major banking 
network facilities are in the form of 
short-term contracts and usually less 
than 18 months.

- The original resources will be 
completely at the disposal of the 
enterprise until the maturity date 
(four or five years) and during this 
period the enterprise will only repay 
the periodic interest once every three 
months, but in terms of bank facilities, 
the principal and interest of the facility 
are repaid during the installments that 
the applicant repays.

- The amount of issued securities 
is provided to the firm all at once and 
in a short period of time, while in the 
banking network, facilities are usually 
paid in proportion to the progress of 
the activity and in several stages.

- The amount will be paid in full, 

and part of the resources will not be 
frozen under the heading of deposit or 
resource blocking.

- The issuance of securities in the 
capital market increases the credit and 
branding of the firm.

- At present, it is possible to issue 
securities without a guarantor 
for reputable listed companies in 
accordance with the credit rating and 
annual profit, which we do not see in 
the banking network.

It is fortunate that in recent years, 
by creating a suitable infrastructure 
in the capital market, the significant 
presence of people in this market, 
and providing the possibility of 
accumulation of micro-capital has 
provided a historic opportunity to 
finance enterprises and the country’s 
production sector through this market.

It can be expected that in the near 
future and in the coming years, the 
over 90-percent pivotal role of banks 
in financing will be reduced and a 
significant part of financing will move 
to the capital market.  This will be a 
significant opportunity and a huge 
capacity for the country to be able 
to provide a new wing to finance the 
production and industries.

Certainly, increasing financing 
through the capital market and 
strengthening this important market 
of the country can, in addition to 
balancing the role of banks in financing 
the production sector, activate new 
capacities in this sector.

And the good news is that Securities 
and Exchange Organization (SEO) is 
taking serious steps in terms of laying 
the ground for elevating the capital 

market’s role in financing.
In a ceremony held on late June 

on signing a memorandum of 
understanding between SEO and 
Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry 
on financing the production activities 
through the people’s micro capitals, 
the SEO Head Mohammad-Ali Dehqan 
Dehnavi referred to the main role of the 
SEO in financing various production 
sectors in the country, and said: “SEO 
always seeks to create an environment 
in which the resources and liquidity in 
the country go to production.”

Meanwhile, given that stabilizing 
and strengthening capital market 
is one of the top economic priorities 
of the current government, if this 
is achieved and the government 
effectively supports the capital 
market, we can expect that in the 
not-too-distant future, in addition to 
more people tending to participate 
in the capital market, the role of this 
important market in financing will 
become more key and decisive.

Although some measures are 
necessary to expand the financing 
of enterprises through the capital 
market.

Increasing the financial literacy 
of business owners, facilitating the 
issuance of securities, amending the 
trade law to facilitate the process 
of registration, establishment, 
conversion and changes of joint stock 
companies with the least possible 
time and cost, creating tax incentives 
for companies that are accepted in 
the capital market, and reducing the 
costs related to market acceptance are 
among the most important of these 
measures.

From page 1   Pointing out that the construction 
of these power plants will be operational in the near 
future, Mehrabian said: “Our industries haven’t 
been able to fully implement their development 
plans due to lack of electricity. We hope to see 
good cooperation between the two ministries and 
thus create prosperity in near future.”

He said that one of the plans of the Energy 
Ministry is to increase the capacity of the country’s 
power plants in proportion to the demand. 

“We plan to construct 35,000 MW of power 
plants in various fields, of which 15,000 MW 
will be combined cycle and steam power plants 
established by the Energy Ministry and the 
private sector, while the other 10,000 MW will be 
renewable power plants,” the official added.

Stating that several investors have expressed 
readiness to build renewable power plants, 
Mehrabian said: “Iran has a high capacity for the 

construction of renewable power plants and 
having 300 sunny days during the year, several 
projects can be implemented in the solar energy 
sector.”

Back in July, Deputy Industry Minister Saeed 
Zarandi had said that the mentioned power 
plants are financed by 12 investors from various 
industrial sectors and will be constructed within 
2.5-3 years.

According to Zarandi, the said power plants will 
be constructed in Isfahan, Hormozgan, Markazi, 
Yazd, Kerman, Fars, Semnan, and Khuzestan 
provinces.

One of the main goals of this program is to 
provide reliable and sustainable electricity to 
high-consuming industries and the country’s 
industrial parks in order to reduce the pressure 
imposed on the national grid in the industry and 
mining sector, Zarandi had explained.

TEHRAN – Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji has said 
the ministry is taking the necessary measures for 
bartering crude oil and gas condensate with raw 
materials, equipment or investment to complete 
the oil industry’s semi-finished projects.

Speaking at a meeting of the parliament’s 
Industry and Mining Committee on Sunday, Oji 

noted that considering domestic potentials and 
identified foreign trade partners, good news is on 
the way in the field of oil and commodity barter 
trading.

“As the world’s energy demand grows by six 
to seven percent and the coronavirus is under 
control, the world’s energy needs are expected to 
increase,” he said.

He noted that the ministry is also considering 
bartering crude oil and condensate for investment 
in projects.

There are many construction projects in the 
country that have been left unfinished for several 
years, and we are trying to finance the projects 
using oil and condensate barter trade, Oji added.

Back in September, Oji had said his ministry was 
making necessary arrangements and planning for 
attracting $125 billion of foreign and domestic 
investment in the country’s oil industry within the 
next four to eight years.

TEHRAN – Head of the National Iranian Gas 
Company (NIGC) Dispatching Department has said 
the company has managed to store four billion 
cubic meters of natural gas in the country’s Sarajeh 
and Shourijeh storages to be fully prepared for 
sustainable gas supply during the cold season.

According to Mohammadreza Jolaei, NIGC has 
made the necessary preparations in three major 
phases including production, transmission, and 
distribution sectors for the winter, IRIB reported.

The official noted that the natural gas consumption 
in the country has increased by 20 percent in the first 
half of the current Iranian calendar month (March 21- 
September 22) compared to the previous year’s same 
period with the early drop in temperature.

He put the consumption by the country’s power 

plants at 240 million cubic meters and said this 
figure is the highest level of consumption in power 
plants.

“The consumption of major industries in the 
same period reached 140 million cubic meters while 
domestic consumption was 220 million cubic meters, 
and so far, we have not faced any restrictions in 
providing gas to these sectors,” he added.

Mentioning the appropriate progress of NIGC’s 
annual refinery overhaul program, Jolaei said: “Most 
of the refineries have been overhauled and the 
few remaining will be completed by the end of the 
current month (October 22); this will increase the 
reliability of the refineries so that we can maximize 
our production and ensure that gas is supplied 
uninterruptedly throughout the cold season.”

The official pointed to the storage of liquid fuel 
in power plants as another measure taken by the 
National Iranian Gas Company for a smooth passage 
of winter and said: “With the help and in cooperation 
with other relevant organizations, we also did good 
storage in the oil, gas and fuel oil sectors.”

Iran has two major natural gas storage facilities in 
Sarajeh and Shourijeh, in which every year the NIGC 
stores the gas received from gas refineries all over 
the country to be used in the colder months of the 
year.

TEHRAN – Iran’s 20th International Exhibition of 
Poultry, Livestock and Related Industries (IRANPLEX 
2021) kicked off at the Tehran International 
Permanent Fairgrounds on Sunday, IRIB reported.

Some 160 Iranian and foreign companies from 
China, Germany, and Turkey are participating in this 

four-day event to showcase their latest products and 
findings in different fields.

The opening ceremony of the exhibit was attended 
by Agriculture Ministry officials, including Deputy 
Minister for Poultry and Livestock Affairs Hossein 
Damavani-Nejad.

TEHRAN - The director of Iranian 
Industry, Mining, and Trade Ministry’s 
plan for reviving and developing small 
mines has said over 670 idle mines 
have been revived in the country since 
the launch of the program in late 
March 2019 until September 22, 2021.

“Since the beginning of the program 
until the end of [the Iranian calendar 
month of] Shahrivar (September 22, 
2021), the identification, monitoring 
and prioritization of 7,000 mines, and 
mineral zones were done based on 
the comparative advantage of each 
province,” Reza Azimi told IRNA on 
Monday.

According to Azimi, of the said 
number, clinical operations were 
carried out on 1,713 mines, and 
solutions were provided, of which a 
total of 670 mines were revived and 
developed.

Some 15 mineral processing units 

were also supported and developed 
across the country under the 
framework of the program.

Iranian Mines and Mining Industries 
Development and Renovation 
Organization (IMIDRO) which is 
in charge of implementing the 
reviving program, has also inked 37 
memorandums of understanding 
for investment in infrastructure, 
scientific, research, and knowledge-
based projects under the framework 
of the mentioned program, the official 
added.

The organization has also 
introduced 62 mining companies to the 
Mining Investment Insurance Fund for 
obtaining facilities and eight mining 
startups are also being supported, he 
stated.

IMIDRO is conducting the program 
with the aim of providing feedstock 
for mineral industries, increasing 

production and completing the 
mining industry’s product chain, and 
developing and creating sustainable 
employment since the beginning of 
the Iranian calendar year 1398 (March 
21, 2019).

Following this program, so far 
various small-scale mines including 
chromite, manganese, hematite, 
and dolomite, iron ore, copper, and 
construction stone mines have 
been surveyed by monitoring and 

diagnosing the problems of the mines 
and providing solutions for resolving 
their issues.

Over the past few years with new 
resilient economy strategies coming 
into play, the mining sector has 
become a major point of focus for 
the Iranian government and various 
organizations and bodies active in this 
sector have been tasked to implement 
new programs for boosting this sector.

As a major state-owned holding 
company active in the mining sector in 
the country, IMIDRO has been playing 
a significant part in the mentioned 
planning.

The organization has been 
implementing several new programs 
in all the main fields of the mining 
industry including exploration, 
machinery development, extraction 
and also reviving the country’s idle 
mines.

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian 
calendar week (ended on Friday), 
1.606 million tons of commodities 
worth $399 million was traded at Iran 
Mercantile Exchange (IME).

As reported by the IME’s Public 
Relations and International 
Affairs Department, the exchange 
experienced trade of 1.222 million tons 
of commodities valued at more than 
$190 million on its metals and mineral 
trading floor.

On this floor, the IME’s customers 
purchased 938,860 tons of cement, 
263,452 tons of steel, 1,220 tons of 
copper, 3,690 tons of aluminum, 300 
tons of molybdenum concentrate, 15 
tons of precious metals concentrate, 
310 tons of zinc, 20 kg of gold bars and 
20,000 tons of sponge iron.

Furthermore, the IME saw trade 
376,227 tons of commodities on both 
domestic and export pits of its oil and 
petrochemical trading floor valued at 
almost $199 million.

Commodities sold on this floor 
included 103,000 tons of vacuum 

bottom, 101,513 tons of bitumen, 
86,830 tons of polymeric products, 
34,464 tons of chemicals, 34,500 tons 
of lube cut, 3,060 tons of base oil, 
3,000 tons of slops wax, 105 tons of 
insulation and 20,880 tons of sulfur.

It’s worth noting that the IME 
witnessed trade of 500 kg of saffron 
on its agricultural trading floor.

Last but not least was the IME’s side 
market with 7,764 tons of commodities 
traded on it.

As previously reported, the value 
of trades in Iran Mercantile Exchange 
rose 50 percent in the sixth Iranian 
calendar month Shahrivar (ended on 
September 22), as compared to its 
previous month.

More than 8.062 million tons of 
commodities worth $2.013 billion 
was traded at the exchange in the 
mentioned month, showing also 70 
percent growth in terms of weight.

The IME sold on its metals and 
minerals trading floor 6.018 million 
tons of commodities worth more than 
$997 million.

Commodities traded on this 
floor included 1.050 million tons of 
steel, 4.649 million tons of cement, 
19,180 tons of copper, 720 tons of 
molybdenum concentrate, 84 tons of 
precious metals concentrate, 28,010 
tons of aluminum, 250,000 tons of 
iron ore, 16,820 tons of zinc, 400 tons 
of coke, 31,000 tons of sponge iron and 
108 kg of gold bars.

Furthermore, the exchange saw on 
both domestic and export pits of its oil 
and petrochemical trading floor, trade 
of 2.004 million tons of commodities 
valued at more than $985 million.

The IME’s customers purchased 
on this floor 521,024 tons of bitumen, 
417,787 tons of polymeric products, 
163,169 tons of chemicals, 17,029 tons 
of base oil, 3,500 tons of slops wax and 
643,000 tons of vacuum bottom.

Moreover, the IME sold on the same 
floor 34,645 tons of sulfur, 1,610 tons 
of insulation and 194,000 tons of lube 
cut.

It’s worth noting that there was 
also 860 kg of saffron traded on the 

agricultural trading floor.
Last but not least, the exchange 

played host to trading 39,198 tons of 
various types of commodities on its 
side market.

The value of trades at Iran 
Mercantile Exchange in the previous 
Iranian calendar year (ended on March 
20) rose 108 percent compared to the 
preceding year.

During the past year, about 3.5 
quadrillion rials (about $83.5 billion) 
worth of commodities were traded at 
the mentioned market.

In the past year, several new records 
were achieved in terms of the volume 
and value of transactions in the 
mentioned market’s various floors 
including the industrial, petroleum, 
and petrochemical floors.

IME is one of the four major stock 
markets of Iran, the other three 
markets are Tehran Stock Exchange 
(TSE), Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) 
market known also as Iran Fara 
Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX).

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE) gained 
1,869 points to 1,457 million on Monday.

As reported, over 5.135 billion securities 
worth 50.653 trillion rials (about $1.206 
billion) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 3,011 
points, and the second market’s index 

climbed 1,336 points.
TEDPIX rose 3.5 percent in the past 

Iranian calendar week.
The index closed at 1.488 million points 

on Wednesday (the last working day of 
the week).

During the past week, the indices of 

Social Security Investment Company, 
Bandar Abbas Refinery, Iran Khodro 
Company, Sepid Makian Company, and 
Barekat Pharmaceutical Group were the 
most widely followed ones.

A capital market analyst has said the 
trades at the Tehran Stock Exchange are 
going to follow an upward trend in the 

remaining months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (ends in March 2022).

“Based on the forecasts, it seems that 
the stock market trading will experience a 
positive trend and be upward by the end 
of this year due to the current inflation in 
the country’s economy,” Soheil Kolahchi 
has told IRNA.
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Industry Ministry inks MOU with Energy 
Ministry to build 10,000MW of power plants

670 idle mines revived since late March 2019

Industry Minister Reza Fatemi Amin (R) and Energy Minister Ali Akbar Mehrabian sign MOU 
documents in Tehran on Monday.

Iran planning to fund oil projects 
using crude, condensate bartering

NIGC stores 4bcm of gas in 
preparation for cold season

Intl. poultry, livestock expo underway in Tehran

Commodities worth $400m traded at IME in a week

TEDPIX gains 1,800 points on Monday



TEHRAN - Iraq’s electoral commission has an-
nounced the preliminary turnout in Sunday’s par-
liamentary election at 41%. Some observers have 
said the number is a low turnout, while others say 
it’s a high turnout considering what country is go-
ing through.

The official announcement of the turnout and 
the winner was supposed to have been declared by 
Monday afternoon. However, this was delayed mul-
tiple times until evening time, with results still un-
clear because of disputes. These disputes can take 
up to four days to be settled by Iraq’s Independent 
High Electoral Commission.

One of the reasons that have been cited for the 
low turnout is the new electronic voting system. 
On Sunday, the system automatically shuts down 
at 6 pm and cannot be extended any further. Most 
people stay indoors to avoid the 
heat during the afternoon, so 
extending the voting hours until 
late at night would have likely 
seen a higher turnout.

Some ballot boxes have been 
recounted after concerns raised 
by international ministers.

However, this electronic bal-
lot system is part of the reforms 
that some protesters had de-
manded to avoid any alleged 
vote-rigging, and there is no 
chance to extend the hours be-
yond 6 pm.

The new constituency system (also part of the 
reforms) was intended to boost the popularity of 
independent candidates against the traditional 
parties and party leaders. However, independent 
candidates did not win the number of seats ex-
pected, which means parties maintain popular 
support among the voters.

The popularity of the October Movement, also 
known as the Tishreen Movement, is not as popu-
lar as analysts had anticipated. The turnout would 
have been higher if they were more popular (the 

movement formed a party and fielded its candi-
dates). It does appear that not many trust this 
movement. Despite having started with legitimate 
demands, the movement split and turned violent, 
with protesters attacking positions belonging to 
the country’s armed forces. Many party leaders 
even published video statements urging voters to 
choose the candidate based on the services they 
can provide and not on the party they are affiliated 
with. In essence, party leaders encouraged voters 
to pick independent candidates not affiliated with 
any parties. Still, even that wasn’t enough as the 
independents did not do well at all.

On the other hand, some observers say the turn-
out was pretty good when you consider Iraq has 
seen two parliamentary elections in the space of 
three years. More than 250 million security per-

sonnel were involved in protect-
ing the election throughout the 
country. This election involved 
a lengthy process of pre-regis-
tering the voter’s name, taking 
digital fingerprints, and issuing 
a card that had to be presented 
at the voting booth.

Essentially, this new election 
law allows Iraqis to vote for 
specific candidates instead of 
broad party lists. The aim is to 
make lawmakers more account-
able and reenergize the whole 

electoral process.
For many Iraqis, they have just about had enough 

with elections and election talk. The whole process 
is seen as destabilizing the country instead of fo-
cusing on the main issues.

Iraqi officials say the focus should be on pro-
tecting Iraq’s sovereignty, and only then can better 
efforts be made to provide better services. Pro-
tecting Iraqi sovereignty means bringing security 
to the country and removing the U.S. military pres-
ence, which many Iraqi officials label as an occu-
pation.

They say this American occupation is interfering 
with the country’s internal affairs, causing sedi-
tion and boosting insecurity, which is delaying the 
whole process of providing more services. There is 
a strong argument that Baghdad cannot focus on 
improving its economy when there is no security. 
At the same time, Iraqi officials link the U.S. oc-
cupation to the insecurity in the country and the 
Daesh Takfiri terror group, which maintains sleeper 
cells in the country.

Hundreds of international monitors and observ-
ers were present across the polling stations. These 
monitors and observers came from the United Na-
tions, the European Union in addition to regional 
and international countries. The Independent High 
Electoral Commission declared no irregularities in 
the voting system, and the international monitors 
observed no vote-rigging throughout the whole 
election process.

That’s bad news for the United States because it 
means parliament will not swing more than 5 per-
cent in a different direction, the same parliament 
that passed a bill calling for the expulsion of the 
United States presence from the country. The bill 
came following the U.S. act of state terrorism on 
January 3rd, 2020, at Baghdad International Air-
port that saw American aircraft struck a convoy 
that assassinated the deputy commander of Iraq’s 
Popular Mobilization Units, Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis 
and Iranian Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani. 
The United Nations labeled the attack as “unlaw-
ful” under international law.

Considering that, pretty much, the new parlia-
ment is the same as the previous one, in essence, 
the issue of expelling American forces from the 
country will remain at the top of the agenda. This is 
also at the top of the agenda for ordinary Iraqis as 
they elect the candidates for parliament.

Experts say only when the U.S. military leaves 
can Iraq also remove insecurity issues from the 
country and provide the services that many people 
legitimately ask for.

The next government is expected to be formed 
in less than 40 days as no party won a majority in 
the 329 seat legislature, of which more than 3,200 
candidates ran. Iraqi elections are often followed 
by lengthy talks over a president, a prime minister, 
and a cabinet under the system brought in by the 
2003 U.S.-led invasion. The New parliamentarians 
will choose the next prime minister, a job currently 
held by Mustafa al-Kadhimi.

But getting a majority (165 seats from 329) 
means negotiations between different parties to 
form an alliance that exceeds 165 seats. In the past, 
it’s proven to be a difficult, lengthy task, sometimes 
taking months to complete. This time officials hope 
the process will be a matter of weeks.

In addition to removing the U.S. occupation, 
many challenges await the next government. 
These include getting rid of security threats from 
within the country itself and from the outside, 
raising the employment rate, removing power out-
ages, returning the remaining internally displaced 
who fled from fighting with Daesh and other basic 
services to all parts of the country.

Double standards on human rights are 
the norm, not the exception: expert

TEHRAN— Iraq has apprehended 
Sami Jassem, a high-ranking member 
of Daesh in charge of the group’s fi-
nances and a deputy of slain leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi, Prime Minister Mus-
tafa al-Kadhimi said Monday on Twitter.

“While our (Iraqi security forces) 
heroes focused on securing the elec-
tions, their (Iraqi national intelligence 
services) colleagues were conducting a 

complex external operation to capture 
Sami Jassem,” he said, without provid-
ing further details of the operation.

Al-Kadhimi described it as “one of 
the most difficult” cross border intel-
ligence operations ever conducted by 
Iraqi forces. Iraqi intelligence officials 
told The Associated Press (AP) that 
Jassem was detained in an identified 
foreign country and transported to Iraq 

few days ago. They spoke on condition 
of anonymity because they were not 
authorized to speak of the operation on 
the record.

Jassem worked with al-Qaeda in 
Iraq leader Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, be-
fore he was killed by the Americans in 
Iraq in 2016. He assumed various se-
curity positions in Iraq, and moved to 
Syria in 2015 and became the deputy 

of al-Baghdadi. In 2015, the U.S. Trea-
sury Department designated Jassem 
for providing financial support or other 
services to the extremist group. It said 
he supervised Daesh’s finance, oil and 
gas, antiquities, and mineral resources 
operations. 

Al-Baghdadi was killed in a raid by 
United States Special Forces in north-
western Syria in 2019.

Iraq arrests al-Baghdadi deputy

From page 1    How could we be-
lieve Western good intention while 
some European states helped Saddam 
Hussein to produce chemical weapons 
during the Iran-Iraq war?

It is debatable that some European 
states helped Saddam Hussein in pro-
ducing chemical weapons (Iraq didn’t 
produce nuclear or biological weapons). 
They allowed some exports of precursor 
chemicals to go through; it’s true that 
they must have been aware that Iraq 
could use these to manufacture lethal 
gases, and they were aware, of course, 
that Iraq was using chemical weapons. 
In any case, all states pursue their in-
terests. If it’s in their strategic interest 
to pursue a nuclear deal with Iran, they 
will do so; it has nothing to do with good 
intentions. It reflects two different ap-
proaches to what they see as the chal-
lenge that Iran poses: one was to dam it 
in through Saddam’s regime; this failed. 
The other is by striking a deal with it. If 
this fails as well, they may try another 
approach.

Apparently, the Western double 
standard in human rights is becoming 
more evident when it comes to Yemen. 
While Saudi Arabia has waged a futile 
war against Yemeni people in which 
women and children are targeted, 
Western powers prefer to continue 
selling arms to the Saudi kingdom. 
What is your comment?

Double standards on human rights 
are the norm, not the exception or only 
limited to Yemen. And not only West-
ern powers are guilty of this. That said, 
it is hard to see how one can negotiate 
an end to the war in Yemen if countries 
such as Britain and France continue to 

supply weapons that keep it going.
What can we learn from the U.S. 

withdrawal from Afghanistan? Can 
you imagine a day the U.S. decides to 
make a dramatic pivot away from the 
Arab region?

Like other states, the U.S. will always 
pursue its strategic interests, and these 
will change depending on changes on 
the ground in any given place. The U.S. 
realized belatedly that it was getting 
little benefit from its continued pres-
ence in Afghanistan and that the war 
was costing a lot. This is not the same as 

the rest of the Middle East (West Asia): 
its presence and interests are different. 
But of course, it could decide to reduce 
its footprint over time, especially as oil 
and gas lose importance as sources of 
energy. I don’t expect any dramatic piv-
ot, though.

How do you assess U.S. achieve-
ments in Iraq and Afghanistan after 
two destructive wars?

Measured against their objectives, 
these were disastrous wars, as many 
Americans well realize.

TEHRAN - The chairman of the Petrol Retail-
ers Association has issued a stark warning about 
Britain’s fuel crisis, saying the problem is getting 
worse in some regions as queues outside petrol 
stations caused gridlocked traffic for the second 
consecutive weekend. 

Brian Madderson, has stressed the crisis re-
mains “critical” in London and the Southeast of 
England, despite claims from government minis-
ters that the situation has stabilized.

Madderson says that while there has been a 
“distinct improvement” in the north of England 
and Scotland, fuel shortages remain a “really 
big problem” in London and the south-east be-
fore adding, “If anything, [the shortage] had got 
worse.”

Speaking to British media, he revealed that a 
survey conducted by his organization has found 
16 percent of more than 1,000 sites checked had 
no fuel at all. 

The government claims there is enough fuel 
at UK refineries, but a shortage of drivers has 
slowed down its transport to some petrol sta-
tions.

He also warned, “we need a prioritization of 
deliveries to filling stations, particularly the in-
dependent ones which are the neighborhood re-
tail sites, in London and the south-east starting 
immediately.”

The Petrol Retailers Association represents 
nearly 5,500 of the United Kingdom’s 8,300 pet-
rol stations.

On Monday, about 200 military personnel, in-
cluding 100 drivers, will start deliveries to offer 
“temporary” support.

Madderson added that while he did not object 
to this move, he believed it would have a limited 
impact. “This isn’t going to be the major panacea, 
it’s a big help, but in terms of the volume, they 
are not going to be able to carry that much. We 
do need a prioritization of deliveries to filling sta-
tions, particularly the independent ones, which 
are the neighborhood retail sites – in London and 
the south-east, starting immediately.”

Very long queues and closed forecourts have 
been reported across the British capital. Aeri-
al footage from an area in northwest London 
showed dozens of cars lining up to enter a garage 
on the corner of a roundabout.

A journalist has taken to social media to report 
that queues in one area of south London were 
“even longer” than the previous 
week and were causing “consid-
erable congestion.”

One petrol station in Central 
London was charging almost 
double the average fuel price 
shortly before selling out com-
pletely. 

Another station on a major 
London road was selling fuel for 
£2.68 per liter, nearly twice the 
average price of £1.36.

On Friday, the government 
announced 300 fuel tanker 
drivers would come to the UK 
from overseas “immediately” 
under a special temporary visa scheme. About 
4,700 other visas intended for foreign food haul-
age drivers will be offered. 

A further 5,500 poultry workers can come 
from late October and stay until 31 December un-
der the temporary visa scheme.

There are already demands from Labour and 
other opposition parties for parliament to be re-
called so that thousands of emergency visas for 
heavy goods vehicle (HGV) drivers and poultry in-
dustry workers can be approved. Ministers have 
had to extend the length of the new HGV driver 
visas into next year after criticism that they were 
too short-term to attract workers. The opposi-
tion Labour Party leader, Keir Starmer, says the 
temporary visa scheme would not be up and run-
ning “for weeks.”

The Labour leader added that Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson should recall parliament from the 
party conference recess to rush through legisla-
tion so that products remain on the supermar-
kets’ shelves in the run-up to Christmas.

The Scottish National party’s Westminster 
leader, Ian Blackford, says Johnson “must imme-
diately recall Parliament and convene cross-par-
ty talks to set out steps to effectively tackle the 
Brexit crisis.”

He added, “The severe labour shortages, soar-
ing costs, empty supermarket shelves, ongoing 
fuel crisis, and trading barriers are all inflicting 
serious and lasting harm.”

Labour has also written to the ruling Conser-
vative Party demanding clarity on when the over-
seas drivers will arrive and how long they will be 
allowed to stay.

Meanwhile, Johnson has not ruled out the 
prospect of supply disruption at Christmas. In an 
interview, he insisted there would be no further 
increase in the 5,000 visas for lorry drivers as 
ministers “can’t simply reach for the lever marked 
‘uncontrolled immigration.”

Meanwhile, the opposition Labour Party Chan-
cellor, David Lammy, has hit out at the Prime Min-
ister, saying, “this is not Cuba. Why can we not get 
petrol in this country?

“They’re not queuing in Germany; they’re not 
queuing in Spain; they’re not queuing in France, 
despite the problems of lorry drivers across Eu-

rope, so what’s the difference here?
Lammy adds, “The difference is Boris Johnson, 

who’s useless, who can’t see around a corner, 
who can’t plan for a crisis. It’s one thing to say 
let’s get Brexit done, but what about let’s make 
Brexit work? Where was Boris’ plan? He had no 
plan.”

He goes on today, “we left the customs union. 
Why would you come to this country if you can go 
to Spain or Germany without any hassle? If the 
just-in-time means you’re not just bringing stuff, 
you’re taking stuff back. Why would you come if 
you’re now paying tariffs?”

And on the government’s pledge to introduce 
5,000 visas for HGV drivers, he asked, “how is 
that going to make a difference when we need 
100,000?”

Chancellor Rishi Sunak says there is global dis-
ruption to supply chains in other industries but 
admitted that the shortages in the UK are “very 
real.”

There has also been a backlash from busi-
ness groups against government claims that the 
shortages of drivers and workers in agriculture, 
meat processing, and hospitality are part of a 
deliberate “transition” away from an economy 
that used to rely on foreign labor before Brexit 
to a higher-wage economy using skilled workers 
based in the UK after Brexit. 

Kwasi Kwarteng, the business secretary, earli-
er said Britain would have to “tough it out” as the 
“transition” was made, saying, “having rejected 

the low-wage, high-immigra-
tion model, we were always go-
ing to try to transition to some-
thing else. What we’re seeing 
now is part of that transition.”

Business leaders have im-
mediately challenged those 
comments, who argue that 
most wages had already been 
increasing, there were already 
shortages in higher-wage in-
dustries, and there was never a 
massive pool of available work-
ers in Britain.

Hannah Essex, co-executive 
director of the British Chambers 

of Commerce, argues, “the UK’s departure from 
the European Union has reduced the supply of 
labour available to UK businesses for roles that 
currently cannot be filled locally.” 

“Business will support the government’s am-
bition to move to a sustainably high-skilled, 
high-wage economy which does more to harness 
homegrown skills and talents, but this a huge 
transition that will not happen overnight. An in-
dividual business or sector cannot make this ad-
justment alone.

“It requires government and business to come 
together to develop a plan for the future which 
addresses short-term challenges and meets lon-
ger-term ambitions. Simply riding it out is not an 
option. Our economic recovery will be curtailed 
unless action is taken now.”

Kitty Ussher, a chief economist at the Institute 
of Directors, says labor shortages went beyond 
low-wage jobs; “More of our members report 
shortages among managers, professions and 
skilled workers than reported shortages in the 
sectors that are traditionally lower-paid.”

He adds, “we need a systemic response from 
government, not a sticking plaster.”

Meanwhile, according to a new poll, more than 
half of Britons think Boris Johnson has done a 
lousy job of ensuring supplies of essentials like 
petrol and keeping the cost of living down in the 
wake of Brexit. 

The survey, which also found public dissatis-
faction with the prime minister’s performance 
on Brexit, comes amid a vital Conservative Party 
Conference at which Johnson will attempt to re-
cast the central purpose of his government after 
two years of crisis management with an optimis-
tic “building back better” slogan.

Speaking before the conference, the Premier 
vowed the government would not let the UK go 
back to how it was pre-Covid but wants “things 
to change and improve as we recover.”

But with long queues at many petrol stations 
and the army set to be deployed. Many Tories fear 
he will struggle to turn around an increasingly 
gloomy mood as voters face the new reality of la-
bor shortages, empty supermarket shelves, cuts 
to benefits, and looming tax rises.

UK Fuel Crisis Is Getting Worse
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The bad news for 
the U.S. is that 

the new will not 
change more than 

5 percent.

“Some European 
states helped 

Saddam Hussein 
in producing 

chemical 
weapons.”

“The difference 
is Boris 

Johnson, who’s 
useless, who 

can’t plan for a 
crisis.”

What does a low Iraqi vote turnout mean?



From page 1   The origin of 
nabkha is the plants, however, it 
can be considered that nabakha will 
be formed in all desert lands where 
vegetable life is in progress. 

Nabakha’s shape is a function 
of the size, density, and growth of 
the host plant. There is a type of 
Tamarisk tree in the region that is 
the main host of the nabkha. These 
Tamarisk trees must have a height 
of 10 to 15 centimeters in length at 
least to be able to control the sand. 

If the sand grains do not adhere 
to the clay elements, their volume 
might be changed by variations 
of wind speed. By increasing the 
amount of sand at the foot of the 
plant, the plant continues to grow 
in an upward direction to prevent 
its burial. The plant continues 
growing as well as the plant’s root is 
connected to the groundwater level. 
But where the groundwater level 
drops, nabkha dies.

 Lut Desert, the hottest spot on 
Earth

The Lut Desert, widely referred to 
as Dasht-e Lut (“Emptiness Plain”), 
is a large salt desert encircled by 

the provinces of Kerman and Sistan- 
Baluchestan, and South Khorasan. 
It is the world’s 27th-largest desert 
and was inscribed on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage List on July 17, 2016.

The Lut Desert is teemed with 
giant dunes, shifting sands, salt 
plains, and wind-hewn kaluts, 
offering visitors epic journeys 
of breathtaking beauty and 
wilderness. It is a destination for 
people who are in search of new 
adventures; outstanding scenery 
and unparalleled serenity

The scorching desert is also being 
considered one of the top areas in 
the world for finding meteorites, 
thanks to its unique parameters. 
In recent years, significant finds 
have been made, with the efforts of 
national and international teams of 
researchers.

Seven years of satellite 
temperature data analyzed by 
NASA show that the Lut Desert is 
the hottest spot on Earth. Based 
on the research, it was the hottest 
during 5 of the 7 years and had the 
highest temperature overall: 70.7°C 
in 2005.

TEHRAN – The private sector has invested 22 
trillion rials (some $523 million at the official 
exchange rate of 42,000 rials per dollar) in the 
tourism sector of the northeastern province of 
North Khorasan during the first half of the current 
Iranian calendar year (started March 21).

This investment has been put into 12 ongoing 
projects across the province, which are being 
carried out by the private sector, the provincial 
tourism chief has announced. 

A greater volume of investments in the tourism 
industry is required to accomplish the efforts 
being made to present the province in a true and 
correct light to the international community, Ali 
Mostofian said on Monday. 

Local travel insiders believe that traveling in 
North Khorasan is gaining momentum by degrees, 
creating lucrative opportunities for the tourism 
industry. 

According to Lonely Planet, most foreign 
tourists pass straight through North Khorasan 
in transit between Mashhad and Gorgan, but if 
you have time to explore, it’s worth diverting 
south from the capital, Bojnurd, towards 
Esfarayen, famed for its wrestling tournaments, 
the remarkable citadel of Belqays and the partly 
preserved stepped village of Roein some 20km 

north.
 Ongoing tourism projects 
Last September, the former Cultural Heritage, 

Tourism, and Handicrafts Minister Ali-Asghar 
Mounesan said that over 2,400 tourism-related 
projects are currently being implemented across 
the country with a total estimated cost of 1,370 
trillion rials (around $32 billion).

“This volume of investment indicates that 
investors recognize the growing tourism sector as 
a new economy in the country and have high hopes 
for it,” he added. He also noted that ecotourism 
has developed rapidly and the number of eco-
lodge units increased from 400 units in 2017 to 
over 2,000 units at the beginning of 2020.

The tourism industry of the country was 
growing and progressing well but unfortunately, 
it has faced the coronavirus outbreak, which 
brought the industry to a standstill, he added.

Iran expects to reap a bonanza from its 
numerous tourist spots such as bazaars, museums, 
mosques, bridges, bathhouses, madrasas, 
mausoleums, churches, towers, and mansions, of 
which 26 being inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list. Under the 2025 Tourism Vision Plan, 
it aims to increase the number of tourist arrivals 
from 4.8 million in 2014 to 20 million in 2025.

TEHRAN - Ihrami is a kind of traditional fabric 
of Iran that is traditionally produced in the 
southwest Khuzestan province. 

This fabric which features simple geometric 
patterns is made of cotton or wool yarn using 
textile machinery. In the past, a kind of Ihram 
fabric was produced without any pattern as a 
special outfit of Ihram during the Hajj pilgrimage. 

However, nowadays Ihrami fabrics are weaved 
in different sizes and the forms of prayer rugs, 
doormats, bed covers, bags, and similar products. 

In Yazd province, a fabric named “Harami” and 
in Ilam province, another kind named “Ihram” 
are weaved that, in terms of material, design, 
pattern, size, and color are different from Ihrami 
of Khuzestan. 

The motifs, color, and design of Ihrami fabrics 
are created from the memory of the weaver. 
There is no premade design involved and they 
are usually created based on a general form. 
Due to the technique of making Ihrami, no 
cursive pattern can be applied to it, but they are 
geometric and symmetrical. 

According to Visit Iran, the most common 
motifs of Khuzestan Ihrami are diamonds, pines, 
double diamonds, simple strips, “Tikhorusi” 
strips, “Ajorkari” (brick), butterfly, “Kheshti” 

(Adobe), “Arusaki” (doll), and “Busehye Do Mahi” 
(two fishes kissing). The motifs of Ihrami are 
somehow representative of motifs of potteries 
from the Susa civilization from hundreds of years 
ago. 

Bright and shiny colors such as red, yellow, 
blue, green, and white are common in Ihram. 
Today most of these products are seventy in one 
hundred and ten centimeters or one hundred and 
fifty in one hundred centimeters. 

Lying at the head of the Persian Gulf and 
bordering Iraq on the west, Khuzestan was 
settled about 6000 BC by a people with affinities 
to the Sumerians, who came from the Zagros 
Mountains region. 

TEHRAN – The skills of making two kinds of local 
Ash, which are popular in the city of Malayer, west-
central Hamedan province, have been added to the 
National Intangible Cultural Heritage list, Malayer’s 
tourism chief has announced. 

Eggplant Ash and Sour (Torsh) Ash have been 
recently inscribed on the prestigious list, Ebrahim Jalili 
said on Monday. 

The traditional dishes of Malayer especially its Ash 
have a long history, the official added. 

The national registration of these foods prevents 
their obsolescence and oblivion, he noted.

Ash is a thick Persian soup that varies in its 
ingredients depending on where it is made. 

Ash-Reshteh is by far the most popular one and is 
perhaps known all over the world as a typical sample 
of Iranian cuisine. 

Ash Reshteh is a soup made with spinach, herbs, 
legumes (lentils, chickpeas, beans, or kidney beans), 
thick spaghetti-like noodles, onions, dried mint, and 
kashk (curdled milk).

It originated in Persian culinary culture and has 
always been a popular dish at cultural events and 
family gatherings.

Preparing this dish in Iran is often associated 
with special occasions such as the Persian New Year, 
professional success, or even mourning for a loved one.

This dish is often eaten during the winter or after 
a long day of fasting, due to the variety of nutritional 
components it contains. This is especially true during 

the winter season. There is no doubt that it is a 
complete dish and very rich in nutrients and vitamins, 
such as minerals and proteins.

Iranian cuisine, usually dominated by fragrant herbs, 
varies from region to region. It principally accentuates 
freshness, deliciousness, and colorfulness.

Experts say that food is not merely an organic 
product with biochemical compositions. However, 
for members of each community, food is defined as a 
cultural element.

No Persian meal is complete without an abundance 
of herbs. Every table is usually set with sabzi-khordan, 
a basket of fresh herbs, radishes, and scallions, which 
are eaten raw and by the handful. Persian cuisine is, 
above all, about balance — of tastes and flavors, 
textures and temperatures.

TEHRAN –Some 45 historical 
and rare postal stamps are 
currently on show in an 
exhibition at Iran’s Research 
Institute for Cultural Heritage 
and Tourism (RICHT) in Tehran. 

Organized in collaboration 
with Iran’s Post Company, the 
exhibition is being held to 
mark World Post Day, which 
is celebrated annually on 
October 9, as well as National 
Post Week, CHTN reported on 
Sunday. 

Among the stamps on display, 
30 have been issued by Iran 
Post, the government-owned 
and operated corporation 
responsible for providing 
postal services, from 1972 to 
2018, and 15 stamps have been 
issued by countries such as 
Sweden, Norway, France, Japan, 
and Korea between 1964 and 
2008, the report added. 

World Post Day is celebrated 
on October 9, the anniversary 
of the establishment of the 
Universal Postal Union in 1874 
in the Swiss capital, Bern. It is 
an occasion to recognize the 
invaluable contributions of 
postal workers and post offices 
to societies all over the world.

The history and post and 

postage, however, goes far 
back in time as Iranians, 
during the Achaemenid era 
(c. 550-330 BC), enjoyed an 
innovative efficient system, 
which remained a source of 
inspiration for subsequent 
generations.

Prehistorical Iranians were 
able to deliver messages from 
one end of the gigantic Persian 
Empire, which stretched from 
Ethiopia, through Egypt, to 
Greece, to Anatolia (modern 
Turkey), Central Asia, and 
India, to the other just within 
few days using couriers on 
horseback.

According to reliable sources, 
a message could be sent from 
Susa, the administrative capital 
of the empire in western Iran, to 
Sardis, which is now situated in 
what is now western Turkey, in 
between seven and nine days, 
traveling through the then 
Royal Road, a sort of highway 
connecting the two cities.

In that era, the post was a 
government service for carrying 
official correspondence in 
sealed bags though routes 
occasionally disrupted by 
war, rebellion, or simply lack 
security.

In addition, postal riders 
and messengers played a 
particularly important role 
in gathering intelligence 
throughout the empire. For 
instance, among their duties 
was escorting government 
officials to their posts. 

According to Iranica, after the 
fall of the Sassanian Empire in 
the 7th century CE, the Persian 
system of message delivery 
was practiced more or less both 
by invaders like the Arabs and 
Mongols, and the indigenous 
dynasties that followed like the 
Safavids, Zands, and Qajars.

However, in the new world, 
it was only in 1851 when the 
government of Iran started 
to produce its own stamps, 
thus the creation of a unique 
mailing and communication 
arrangement.

It was through the Naser al-
Din Shah Qajar’s (1848-1896) 
that the postal system in Iran 
has begun developing. He 
was inspired by the reported 
successes of a postal system 
in many regions, so he decided 
to send a group to France to 
study the system and launch it 
in Iran.

TEHRAN - The enigmatic Zoroastrian Towers 
of Silence are set on two lonely, barren hilltops 
on the southern outskirts of Yazd in central Iran. 

According to a tradition dating back over 
3,000 years, dead bodies were left on top of 
those open towers — which are also called 
dakhmas — to be slowly disengaged or picked 
apart by desert vultures.

Under ancient Zoroastrian beliefs about the 
purity of the Earth, dead bodies were not buried 
but left in these uncovered stone towers so that 
vultures could pick the bones clean.

Narratives say that men’s corpses were placed 
in the outer circle, while women’s were left in 
the middle, and children in the inner-most ring. 
Bodies were then left until their bones were 
bleached by the elements and stripped by the 
vultures.

After the process of purification, bones 
were placed in ossuaries near, or inside the 
towers. Ossuaries from these rituals have been 
discovered from the 4th and 5th centuries BC.

At the foot of the hills are several other 
abandoned Zoroastrian buildings, including a 
defunct well, cistern, kitchen, and a lavatory.

As Iran developed and urbanized, dakhmas 
became increasingly closer to city limits, severely 
curtailing their use. Since the 1970s, the use of 
dakhmas has been illegal in Iran, forcing orthodox 
Zoroastrians to adapt to new burial methods.

According to Encyclopedia Britannica, such 
towers are about 25 feet (8 m) high, built of 
brick or stone, and contain gratings on which the 
corpses are exposed. After vultures have picked 
the bones clean, they fall into a pit below, thereby 
fulfilling the injunction that a corpse must not 
suffer contact with either fire or earth.

Zoroastrian Towers of Silence are currently one 
of the famed travel destinations of Yazd, which 
is a cradle of Zoroastrianism. In July 2017, the 
historical texture of the city of Yazd was named a 
UNESCO World Heritage.

Wedged between the northern Dasht-e Kavir 
and the southern Dasht-e Lut on a flat plain, 
the oasis city enjoys a very harmonious public-
religious architecture that dates from different 
eras.

With its winding lanes, a forest of badgirs 
(wind catchers), mud-brick houses, atmospheric 
alleyways, and centuries of history, Yazd is a 
delightful place to stay, referring to as a ‘don’t 
miss’ destination by almost all travel associates 
in the region. Yazd Jameh Mosque, Dowlatabad 
Garden, the Yazd Atash Behram, also known 
as Atashkadeh-e Yazd, Towers of Silence, and 
adjacent desert landscape are among its tourist 

sites.
Here is a selection of comments that visitors 

to the Zoroastrian Towers of Silence have posted 
to TripAdvisor, one of the most popular travel 
websites in the world:

‘Wonderful’
Should be visited to understand the ancient 

beliefs of Zoroastrians...
This is a place where are the Zoroastrians buried 

their dead in the sky... (Fatih U from Izmir, Turkey)
‘Eerie’
A must site to visit if you are in Yazd to check 

out how the Zoroastrians dispose of their dead as 
they believed that after death the soulless body 
is impure and by burying the impure corpse in 
the ground, the soil becomes contaminated with 
impurity. (shadgerami from Nikolayevsk-on-Amur, 
Russia) 

‘An extraordinary site’
We had planned to visit a dakhma when we 

toured Uzbekistan but had to give it a miss, 
so I was eager to visit these in Yazd. I had not 
realized that buildings are having a ritual function 
associated with the dakhma. 

Each family has its own building where a final 
funerary meal is eaten before the deceased is 
taken to the dakhma for excarnation. It was 
fascinating to walk around that part of the site 
before ascending the dakhma. The ascent is quite 
steep but aided by proper steps. Once in the main 
platform, there are excellent information boards 
in English explaining the processes undertaken. 
(Rod F from Royal Wootton Bassett, UK) 

‘Spookily beautiful’
It is one of the most interesting sites we 

visited on our trip to Iran and one of the greatest 
reasons to add Yazd to the tour program. Totally 
recommended! (Muge S from Istanbul, Turkey) 

‘A unique place to visit’
I can imagine how hot it must be here in the 

summer... we visited Yazd at Christmas time 

and the weather was perfect, sunny but not too 
hot. Climbing up to the hill makes you sweat 
but standing right where the corpses were 
left is a unique experience that catches one’s 
imagination. 

There are helpful postings in English that help 
you understand the context and the customs. You 
really can’t miss this if you visit Yazd. (Joscar00 
from Stockholm, Sweden)

‘Interesting history!’
Easy walk/hike to the top. One of the towers is 

on a much higher level than the other. Best time 
to go early morning or before the sunset. (Aida B 
from Los Angeles) 

‘Very interesting place with strong energy 
flow’

Don’t miss the whole story of this place as 
it makes it so unique and special. Going up is 
essential to see the whole place. Also, it gives good 
views around. There is very strong energy there. 

Going up to one of the towers is rather enough 
but you can choose the less popular one. This place 
is worth 20 min drive from the city center. (Very-
sunny from Lodz, Poland)

 ‘A very interesting and beautiful place’
For millennia and until recently, in the 1970s, 

this place was used to dispose of the dead, a high 
priest would chop the pieces of the bodies to be 
fed to the birds.

It is located outside the city and you can visit it 
on tour or by taxi.

There are some temples or buildings at ground 
level and then you have the two hills with their 
sanctuaries on top. A great experience. (Etienne T. 
form New York)

‘Must do in Yazd’
A unique place to visit. Read a bit about the 

background before you come as all explanation is 
only in Farsi.

Walk up the tower and try to imagine how the 
burial ceremony must have been like in those days. 
A must-do when in Yazd. (Isabella Deruiter form 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands)  

‘Iconic place in Yazd with very interesting 
history’

This place is an essential part of the Zoroastrian 
religion, where the followers lay their dead loved 
ones’ bodies at the top of the tower for the 
scavenging birds and weather to ‘disintegrate’ the 
bodies.

The ascent to the top requires a basic level of 
fitness but the view of Yazd city from the top is 
good. I remember seeing motorbikes that bring 
you to the top too. (Wei T. from Singapore)
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TEHRAN – The import of pharma-
ceuticals has declined in Iran by 91 
percent, which shows the capability 
of the country’s pharmaceutical in-
dustry, Mohammad Reza Shanehsaz, 
head of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, said on Monday.

Today, all medicine used in the 
treatment of coronavirus are pro-
duced by domestic manufacturers, 
and if we wanted to import all the 
items, there would be a high ex-
change rate, he further stated, em-
phasizing that COVID-19 vaccine 
development indicates the pharma-
ceutical industry’s capability.

With the support of the domestic 
pharmaceutical industry, we were 
able to reduce the total of preferred 
currencies and other currencies used 
in the country from $4.2 billion to 
$2.84 billion from 2017 to 2020, he 
emphasized.

Shanehsaz went on to say that 

the consumption of foreign ex-
change in raw materials increased 
by 2 percent, while medicine import 
decreased by 31 percent in value, 
IRNA reported on Monday.

In 2018, the National Medical De-
vice Directorate reported that the 
Iranian medical equipment market 
was worth $2.5 billion, 30 percent 
of which belonged to over 1,000 do-

mestic firms.

On a global scale, 56 percent of 
500,000 medical equipment items 
available in the world market have 
Iranian versions. In pharmaceuticals, 
around 70 percent of Iran’s $4.5 bil-
lion markets are domestic products 
and, in 2018, 97 percent of pharma-
ceuticals consumed in the country 
were manufactured locally.

In 2018, 67 percent of the active 
pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) 
used to produce drugs in Iran were 
made locally.

A total of 227 knowledge-based 
firms are supplying medical equip-
ment for health centers across the 
country, according to the Vice Presi-
dency for Science and Technology.

COVID-19 UPDATES ON OCTOBER 11

New cases 13,504

New deaths 276

Total cases 5,716,394

Total deaths 122,868

New hospitalized patients 1,968

Patients in critical condition 5,218

Total recovered patients 5,234,010

Diagnostic tests conducted 33,350,660

Doses of vaccine injected 64,667,467
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Precipitation forecast to reach 
above normal in next 3 months 

The country is predicted to receive above normal rainfall 
over the next three months (February 20-May 21), head of 
the climatological research institute affiliated to Iran’s Me-
teorological Organization (IMO) has said.

The whole country will meet normal and above normal 
rainfalls, the northern parts will receive above normal rain-
fall while southern provinces will receive normal to low-
er-than-normal rainfall, IRNA quoted Iman Babaeian as 
saying on Sunday.

This month, northern and eastern provinces will receive 
rain above normal averages, while in the first month of 
spring precipitation will be at normal amounts across the 
country, he noted, adding, during the second month of 
spring rainfall will reach its peak.

بارش‌های کشور در سه ماه پیشِ رو بیش از 
نرمال است

گفت:  هواشناسی  سازمان  اقلیم‌شناسی  پژوهشکده  رئیس 
ماهه  در سه  در کشور  بارش  میزان  نشان می‌دهد  پیش‌بینی‌ها 
پیش رو )اسفند 97، فروردین و اردیبهشت 98( در حد نرمال و 

متمایل به بیش از نرمال خواهد بود.
ایمان باباییان روز یکشنبه در گفت‌وگو با خبرنگار ایرنا افزود: مجموع 
بارش‌ها در سطح کشور نرمال و متمایل به بیشتر از نرمال است اما در 
نیمه شمالی، بیشتر از نرمال و در نیمه جنوبی در محدوده نرمال تا 

کمتر از نرمال خواهد بود. 
وی اظهار داشت: بارش‌ها در اسفندماه 97 در نیمه شمالی و شرقی 
بیشتر از نرمال است ، در فروردین ماه 98 نیز بارش‌ها در محدوده 

نرمال و برای اردیبهشت بیشتر از نرمال پیش‌بینی شده است. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Coronavirus vaccination in Iran progressing well: WHO

Special export support for knowledge-based firms

From page 1    In July, delta variant 
mortality peaked and recorded over 
700 daily deaths, but the increase of 
vaccination pace reduced the toll.

Today, many age groups of the el-
derly, rare diseases patients, teach-
ers, university professors, health 
professionals, veterans, etc. have 
been vaccinated and now the process 
of vaccinating students is underway.

Vaccination reduced the mortality 
rate among the elderly aging 60 or 
above by 30 percent, and the trend is 
declining.

Studies show that people who are 
not vaccinated are 4.5 times more 
likely to develop COVID-19 than those 
who are fully vaccinated, and 10 and 
11 times more likely to be hospitalized 
and die, respectively.

TEHRAN – The Vice Presidency for Science and 
Technology will provide special support to facili-
tate export for knowledge-based companies with 
quality products over the next 6 months.

Due to the necessity of Iran’s presence in the 
global technology markets and the high capabil-
ity of knowledge-based and creative companies, 
the Vice Presidency for Science and Technolo-
gy stepped into the field to pave the way for the 
presence in the global market, Mehdi Ghaleh-No-
ei, an official with the Vice Presidency, has said.

To this end, it has developed and implemented 
programs, policies and support packages related 
to the development of export, he stated, noting, 
planning to attract foreign investment, eliciting 
the participation of Iranians abroad and connect-
ing domestic capabilities to the global market are 
among the actions taken in this regard.

One of the forthcoming programs in the export 
route of knowledge-based products is the spe-
cialization of support for knowledge-based com-
panies that are in the international supply chain, 
which is done by assessing export and product 
capacity being compatible with the global market 
through WTO data, Ghaleh-Noei explained.

Exporting technological products of Iranian 
knowledge-based companies is one of the im-
portant and key programs of the vice presidency 
for science and technology, and 
in this regard, three houses 
of innovation and technology 
were inaugurated in Kenya, 
China and Syria.

And countries like Turkey, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Paki-
stan are set to host the inno-
vation houses in near future.

Ghalehnoei said in Feb-
ruary that last year, knowl-
edge-based companies 
gained about $800 million in 
revenue from export, and next 
year (March 21), it seems to 
reach up to $2 billion.

Africa, neighboring countries, Southeast Asia 
and Eurasia are our export target priorities, and 
we hope to create Iranian innovation and technol-

ogy in all these areas, he added.

Iranian knowledge-based firms

The Innovation and Prosperity Fund affiliated 
with the Vice Presidency of Science and Technology 
has earmarked a sum of 170 trillion rials (nearly $4 
billion at the official rate of 42,000 rials) to support 
knowledge-based companies over the past 4 years.

The Vice Presidency for Science and Technology 
has paved the way for research and production of 
technological products by supporting 7,000 proj-

ects over the past 8 years.

There are currently 6,263 
knowledge-based companies 
operating in the country, of-
fering advanced products 
and services in various fields 
of technology to domestic and 
foreign markets, and some of 
them have entered interna-
tional markets, Siavash Male-
ki, deputy head of the Fund 
stated.

The fields of aircraft main-
tenance, steel, pharmaceuti-
cals, and medical equipment, 

oil, and gas are among the sectors that research-
ers in technology companies have engaged in, 
leading to import reduction.

In pharmaceuticals, 
around 70 percent 

of Iran’s $4.5 
billion markets are 
domestic products.

Iran’s health 
system can be a 
model for other 
countries in the 

region.

Last year (March 
-2020 March 2021), 
knowledge-based 

firms gained about 
$800 million in 
revenue from 

export.

Pharmaceutical import 
decreases by 91 %

By Sepehr Pashaei Khameneh

Currently, cities have a vital role to play in world-
wide relations including politics, social issues, 
culture, and economics, and their governance has 
evolved significantly from its conventional form 
in recent decades, ushering in a new phase of the 
system of government.

In their role as the primary focus of social in-
teraction, cities serve as a catalyst for significant 
global exchanges and as a platform for the conver-
sation and synergy of cultures across borders. As 
a result of the advancement of new technologies 
and the growth of communication infrastructure, 
a platform for proximity and interaction synergy 
between cities and metropolises has emerged. In 
addition, a village in the geographic center of the 
globe has been established, which is referred to as 
the globalization period in the world today.

As a result, communities and city councils or 
local governments, which are the direct represen-
tatives of popular opinion and will in each nation, 
may play a significant role as an asset for gov-
ernments and administrations in enhancing dip-
lomatic relations and reducing tensions. Existing 
conflicts to support policies that enhance the city’s 
and citizenry’s interests and concerns in order to 
create a smart city that is secure, free, prosperous, 
and vibrant.

 However, in other countries where the urban 
governance system is independent of government 
policy, this contact with governments is some-
times contentious and only serves to bring nations 
together in the absence of political disputes and 
concerns. As a result, urban diplomacy may be de-
fined as a connection between national cultures 
that is distinct from the grand politics of statemen.

Communication and interaction between city 
managers, who have previously been religious, 
spiritual, and cultural coupled with common fi-
nancial and economic interests in urban projects, 
have resulted in the signing of sister-city pacts, 
the formation of assemblies of Asian mayors and 
peace-loving mayors, the holding of meetings, and 
the holding of cultural and artistic workshops, to 
name a few benefits.

In this regard, it should be noted that the role of 
communication managers (including public rela-
tions managers, business managers, advertising 
and media managers, and so on) in the develop-
ment of modern city diplomacy is critical; because 
these elements are capable of telling the story of 
what is happening in a city at the national level, as 
well as mapping a nation and a country at the in-
ternational level.

Therefore, communication managers should 
adhere to a strategy of media diplomacy, plurality, 
and wide engagement with other communication 
institutions when carrying out their organizational 
responsibilities in order to offer a genuine image of 
metropolises to the outside world.

Regardless of the politics of statesmen and their 
positions, urban communication managers must 
strive to bring civilizations and nations closer togeth-
er in order to paint a picture apart from the political 
turmoil in which countries communicate with the 
rest of the world, as we discussed at the outset of 
this memo about the nature of international interac-
tion and how it differs from city diplomacy.

A picture of citizen participation, local gover-
nance, cultural and social engagement in the city, 
models of success of urban architecture, public 
transport culture, civic ethics, and urban educa-
tion, all with particular subtlety must show this 
image to the outside world to observe and monitor 
its feedback.

It is necessary to present to the outside world 
a picture of citizen participation, local governance, 
cultural and social engagement in the city as well 
as models of success in urban architecture, public 
transportation culture, civic ethics, and urban ed-

ucation, all of which must be done with great sub-
tlety, in order to observe and monitor the feedback.

Governments engaged in foreign diplomacy 
nowadays use modern communications and media 
techniques to impose enormous costs on govern-
mental bodies in order to shape public opinion in a 
nation or the world, replacing positive public belief 
with the creation and institutionalization of nega-
tive public belief in the target community.

In this case, the amount of money spent to 
change public opinion or to promote the positive 
image of a nation in another country is a kind of 
long-term investment to help this country achieve 
its goals and policies, which our country has unfor-
tunately been targeted by Western governments 
and adversaries in a campaign to portray the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran as violent and supportive of 
terrorist organizations by presenting false infor-
mation about the country.

By using such a technique, they try to advance 
their policy of division and trigger a war in the re-
gion, and more importantly, prevent tourists from 
traveling to our country. Also, by trying to isolate 
our country in the world, they seek to deal a strong 
blow to Iran in the economic areas.

As a result, in order to promote city diploma-
cy, public relations departments in cities should 
step up their efforts to transform the image of 
our country into one that is peaceful, interactive, 
prosperous, and beautiful, with numerous tourist 
attractions coupled with hospitality. 

In view of such things, it should be noticed that 
a communicator can play the role of a diplomat by 
having a command of city affairs. He should also 
be aware of social and political events and be cog-
nizant of 

local lifestyles, local and national economy, and 
other essential things related to the city. In that 
case, he can successfully present a favorable pic-
ture of his city and country.

As urban diplomacy can play a significant role in 
economic prosperity, attract investors and tour-
ists, and also promote the welfare of citizens, cre-
ativity in advertising and providing a clear image 
of the country are essential in reassuring foreign 
investors and allowing them to take advantage of 
an ideal investment opportunity. It can be achieved 
by utilizing the capacities and the opportunity to 
advertise, interacting with officials and editors of 
news and advertising agencies, introducing tourist 
attractions. Being active in friendship and interna-
tional associations to take advantage of the priv-
ileges of these associations, a communicator can 
bring prosperity and comfort to fellow citizens on 
a city or national scale. 

In the end, it’s important to remember that the 
metropolis of Tehran, as one of the twenty most 
important capitals in the world, as one of the ten 
largest cities in Asia, and as the largest metropolis in 
the Middle East, Central Asia, and the Caucasus, has 
always played an important role in urban interaction 
and has done so for a very long time. In addition to 
ensuring order, justice, security, and peace, policy-
makers and city officials should concentrate their ef-
forts on developing relationships and strengthening 
diverse cooperation. They should also concentrate 
their efforts on developing urban infrastructure, pro-
moting Urban Ecology Factors, and creating a smart 
city, among other things.

Communication managers serve as 
ambassadors of urban diplomacy



TEHRAN – An online exhibition 
showcasing top works from 
several editions of the Biennial of 
Illustrations Bratislava (BIB) was 
launched on Sunday to celebrate 
National Children’s Week in Iran.

The exhibit is being organized 
by Iran’s Institute for Intellectual 
Development of Children and Young 
Adults (IIDCYA, Kanoon).   

Works by 42 Iranian and foreign 
illustrators have been selected 
for the showcase available on 
kanoonnews.ir.

One of the top works of the exhibit 
is an illustration by Farshid Mesqail, 
the winner of the Hans Christian 
Andersen Award in 1974.

Earlier in 2016, his illustrations 
chosen from “The Little Black Fish”, 
“The City of the Snakes”, “Arash, the 
Archer”, “I, the Hedgehog and My 
Doll” and several other books were 
showcased in an exhibition in Taipei, 
Taiwan.

The exhibition also features 
a work by Farshid Shafiei, who 
was nominated for the 2021 
Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award, 
a prestigious Swedish honor to 
promote children’s and youths’ 
literature in the world.

Illustrations by Nureddin 
Zarrinkelk, Bahman Dadkhah, 
Hafez Miraftabi, Karim Nasr, 
Mohammadreza Dadgar, Alireza 
Golduzian and Hoda Haddadi are also 

on view at the showcase.

The Kanoon and several other 
Iranian children’s cultural centers 
celebrate National Children’s Week 
every year in October. This year’s 
festival is being organized from 
October 8 to 14.

Iranian artists have always been 
frequent visitors to the Biennial of 
Illustrations Bratislava (BIB), which is 
held in the capital of Slovakia.

This year’s BIB, which will take 
place from October 15, 2021 to 
January 9, 2022, will put seventeen 
books by Iranian illustrators on 
display.

A highlight of the collection is “You 
Are an Explorer” (also translated 
as “We Are Explorers”) by Ghazal 
Fathollahi.

The book written by Shahrzad 
Shahrjerdi has also been published 

by La Maleta, a publisher in the 
autonomous community of Asturias 
in northwest Spain.

“Lili, Where Are You?” written 
and illustrated by Taravat Jalali is 
another major book of the collection. 
The book aims to help children cope 
with loss and loneliness, as well as 
strengthen their skills of observation 
and problem-solving.

Mashayekhi Theater next stop for “A Streetcar Named Desire”

New Persian edition of “Nectar in a Sieve” published

TEHRAN – Mashayekhi Theater hosted 
theatergoers on Monday evening with a 
performance of “A Streetcar Named Desire”, 
American playwright Tennessee Williams’ famous 
play which has been previously been staged at 
several other Tehran’s theaters.

Mehdi Asgharian is the director of the play, which 
is scheduled to entertain theater enthusiasts every 
evening until October 26.

Asgharian also plays a role in the play along 
with his cast featuring Amir Bashirenejad, Hossein 
Akbari, Shima Khaleqi, Romina Qalevand, Sarina 
Gudarzi and several other actors.

“A Streetcar Named Desire” tells the story of 
Blanche DuBois, a schoolteacher from Laurel, 
Mississippi, who arrives at the New Orleans 
apartment of her younger sister, Stella, and her 
abusive husband Stanley Kowalski. 

Blanche has been fired from her job and lost 

their family home and she has decided to live with 
her pregnant sister and Stanley, for an indefinite 
period of time. 

Published in 1947, the play won the Pulitzer Prize 
for Drama and has garnered numerous Tony and 
Olivier awards since its first production.

The play was adapted for the screen by American 
director Elia Kazan in 1951 and has won four 
Academy Awards.    

“A Streetcar Named Desire” has previously been 
regarded by several other Iranian troupes.

One of the latest was director Alireza Mehran’s 
group, which performed an adaptation of the play 
at Tehran’s Neauphle-le-Chateau Hall in June 2019.

He renamed the play “Desire and 7 Minutes” for 
his production.

Earlier in August 2017, the Niavaran Cultural 
Center hosted director Mohsen Hajnoruzi for the 
play translated by Marjan Bakhtminu.

TEHRAN – Nashre Khub has released a 
new Persian edition of Indian novelist Kamala 
Markandaya’s book “Nectar in a Sieve”.

Translated by Fereidun Majlesi, the first Persian 
edition of the book was published by the publisher 
in 2001 under the title of “Love and Nothing Else”.

Majlesi has dedicated the book to the prominent 
Iranologist Mohammad-Ali Eslami Nodushan, who 
presented the book to him a long time ago. 

The book is set in India during a period of intense 
urban development.

Married as a child bride to a tenant farmer she 
never met, Rukmani works side by side in the 
field with her husband to wrest a living from a 
land ravaged by droughts, monsoons and insects. 
With remarkable fortitude and courage, she meets 
changing times and fights poverty and disaster.

This beautiful and eloquent story tells of a simple 
peasant woman in a primitive village in India whose 
whole life is a gallant and persistent battle to care 
for those she loves, an unforgettable novel that 
“will wring your heart out,” the Associated Press 
wrote.

“Nectar in a Sieve” was named Notable Book of 
1955 by the American Library Association.

The title of the novel is taken from the 1825 poem 
“Work Without Hope” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 
An excerpt from the poem is the epigraph of the 
novel: Work without hope draws nectar in a sieve, 
And hope without an object cannot live.

In the novel, Rukmani comments, “Change I had 
known before, and it had been gradual. But the 
change that now came into my life, into all our lives, 
blasting its way into our village, seemed wrought in 

A scene from 
Arsalan 
Amiri’s 
acclaimed 
directorial 
debut “Zalava”.
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

If you overpower your enemy, then pardon him by way of 
thankfulness to Allah, for being able to subdue him.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:51       Evening: 17:51        Dawn: 4:46  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:09 (tomorrow)

Movies from Iran line up for Mostra-Sao Paulo festival
TEHRAN – Ten movies from Iranian 

filmmakers will be screened in different 
sections of the 45th edition of the 
Mostra-Sao Paulo International Film 
Festival in Brazil.

Director Asghar Farhadi’s drama “A 
Hero” will compete in the international 
perspective of the festival, which will take 
place from October 21 to November 3.

The film is about Rahim who is taken 
into custody as he is unable to pay his 
debts. After being granted a two-day 
parole, he attempts to get his lender to 
write off part of the debt and withdraw 
the charges. When Rahim finds a handbag 
full of gold pieces and returns it to the 
owner instead of helping himself, he is 
suddenly celebrated in the media as an 
upstanding citizen.

As a co-production between Iran and 
France, the film won the Grand Prix (ex 
aequo) at Cannes 2021.

The story of “The Dogs Didn’t Sleep 
Last Night”, directed by Ramin Rasuli, 
is set in a remote area in Afghanistan, 
where stories of the lives of a young 
shepherdess, a birdcatcher boy and a 
mourning teacher are intertwined after 
their school is burned down. The young 
shepherdess takes the risk of saving 

a female U.S. soldier after a helicopter 
crash. The birdcatcher boy takes shelter 
in a tank with the birds, the pin-ups and 
the illegal music that he loves. And the 
mourning teacher seeks vengeance on 
the one who has widowed her.

“No Choice” by Reza Dormishian will 
also compete in this section.

The film tells the story of three women 
who clash when a determined lawyer 
takes on the case of a homeless girl 
against a doctor. A 16-year-old homeless 
girl repeatedly works as a surrogate 
mother for money. A human rights 
attorney tries to rescue her, but inevitably 
faces difficulties.

The section also features “Majority” by 
Mohsen Qarai, “The Dogs Didn’t Sleep Last 

Night” by Ramin Rasuli and “Radiograph 
of a Family” by Firuzeh Khosrovani.

Five films by Iranian directors have 
also been selected to be screened in the 
New Directors section.

Arsalan Amiri’s acclaimed directorial 
debut “Zalava” is among the films.

The film won the grand prize at the 
36th Venice International Film Critics’ 
Week.

The story of the film is set in 1978 in 
a small village called “Zalava”, where the 
villagers claim that a demon is among 
them. 

A young sergeant who investigates 
the claim crosses paths with an exorcist 
attempting to evict the demon from 
the village. He arrests the exorcist on 

a charge of fraud, but suddenly finds 
himself stuck in a cursed house with his 
lover. The villagers who believe they are 
both possessed by the demon, decide to 
kill them.

“Without Aban” by Mehrdad Kuroshnia 
will also be screened in this category.

Aban is a forest ranger who has to get 
married in another month. While chasing 
after wood smugglers, he finds a little 
girl on the road who has died. Everyone 
suspects that he must have had an 
accident involving the child, but Aban 
does not admit it. Instead, he admits 
that he killed a girl 15 years ago in such 
a situation and secretly buried her. The 
police ask him for a sign or a document, 
but he has no evidence, and even the 
place where he buried the child has 
become a highway. Aban complains to 
himself, but there is no evidence to prove 
his conviction.

“District Terminal”, an Iran-German 
co-production by Bardia Yadegari and 
Ehsan Mirhosseini, will also compete in 
this section. 

The Iranian lineup also includes “At the 
End of Evin” by Mohammad Torabbeigi 
and Mehdi Torabbeigi and “Hit the Road” 
by Panah Panahi.

A poster for Tennessee Williams’ play 
“A Streetcar Named Desire” on stage at 

Mashayekhi Theater in Tehran.

 Front cover of the new Persian edition of Kamala 
Markandaya’s novel “Nectar in a Sieve”.

An illustration by Farshid Shafiei is on view at Kanoon’s online exhibition of top works of the Biennial 
Illustration Bratislava. 

The Modern 
Persian texts 
in Manichean 

script tend to use 
regular Manichean 

Middle Persian 
orthography.

Exhibition of BIB top illustrations 
celebrates National Children’s Week in Iran 
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Iranian languages and scripts: Writing systems

 Part 3

The Manichean script 

The Manichean script used for Sogdian, Bactrian, 
Parthian, and Middle Persian is mostly phonetic, but 
has a few particularities. A new letter z was invented 
to spell z in Parthian and Sogdian. 

The Modern Persian texts in Manichean script 
tend to use regular Manichean Middle Persian 
orthography, but they date from after the Arab 
conquest and are recognizable as Modern Persian 
by the frequent use of Arabic words and occasional 
Persian forms.

The Nestorian Syriac script 

In the Nestorian Sogdian script, the orthography 
is phonetic. In some manuscripts, vowels can be 
marked by super- and subscript dots, which permits 
distinguishing between short a and long a. This 
vocalization system varies between manuscripts 
and has not yet been described completely.

Among the spelling peculiarities of the Persian 
poems in Nestorian Syriac script, note, for 
instance, the vowels in kerdam; final -a spelled 
with final alep and vowel a; the ezafe spelled 
with final alep and vowel e (-e); ra is spelled with 
final he and vowel a ah.

The Greco-Bactrian script 

Bactrian was written in Greek script with one 
letter added to write sh, similar in form to the Old 
Norse letter thorn [þ], which is commonly used to 
transcribe it. 

The inscriptions are written in capital letters 
(without spaces between the words), while secular 
documents are written in 
a cursive ductus, in which 
several letters are sometimes 
identical (for instance, in the 
cursive ductus the letters are 
not distinct and not always 
easy to distinguish). 

The Greek convention of 
writing for ng is maintained. 
Other conventions of the 
script are: = h, = u, w, = u. It 
has not been determined 
whether the final -o was 
still pronounced or served 
to delimit a word (like the 
final -y in the Middle Persian 
inscriptions and the “otiose 
stroke” in Book Pahlavi). In 
both the inscriptions and the documents most words 
end in -o, and increasingly so in the documents.

The Brahmi scripts  

Tumshuqese is written in the northern variant 
of Brahmi, with several new letters also found in 
Uighur.

Khotanese is written in the southern variant of 
Brahmi, with special ligatures for specific Khotanese 
phonemes not found in Indic.

There are also a few Sogdian fragments in 
Brahmi script, which provide important information, 
especially about vowel qualities that cannot be 
expressed in the Sogdian script.

Scripts of modern Iranian languages
Arabo-Persian script 

The Arabic script is used to write Chorasmian, 
Persian, and other modern languages. Pashto, 
written in the Persian variant of the Arabo-
Persian script, and Baluchi, written in the Pakistani 
variant, both employ additional diacritics for the 
retroflex consonants; Pashto also uses diacritics 
to distinguish phonemes not found in Persian. In 
Chorasmian and Pashto, similar strategies are 
employed to spell ts and dz, distinct from ch and zh.

Literary Kurdish in Iraq, Persia, and the Soviet 
Union written in this script employs a circumflex 
accent placed above the letters to distinguish non-
Persian sounds.

Hebrew script 

The Hebrew script has been used over the 
centuries by Iranian Jews to write, especially, Persian, 
but also other forms of Judeo-Iranian. 

Various strategies were used to express the 
additional consonants of the Arabo-Persian script, 
especially ch and zh, which, in some texts, were 
both written either, corresponding to Arabic zhim. 
Vowels are sometimes marked by vowel marks, 
including majhul vowels.

Various modern scripts 

The Latin alphabet is today used notably to write 
Kurmanji Kurdish with Turkish orthography. In 
addition, a circumflex accent denotes long vowels, 
and an umlaut on denotes the voiced zh. In the past, 
it was also used for Ossetic.

The Cyrillic script is used to write Ossetic and Tajik, 
with some modified signs and 
special use of existing signs; 
it was also used, with the 
addition of several signs and 
diacritics, to write Kurdish in 
the USSR.

The Georgian script was 
used in the past to write 
southern Ossetic.

General historical surveys of 
the Iranian languages are found 
in several collective works, 
notably M. Mayrhofer’s article in 
CLI. Rastorgueva and Edel’man 
is a typological survey of the 
Iranian languages, and another 
work of this kind is Windfuhr.

Comprehensive historical 
studies of individual branches include Edel’man on 
the East-Iranian languages and Rastorgueva and 
Efimov on the West-Iranian languages. 

Of the new etymological dictionary of Iranian 
languages by Rastorgueva and Edel’man, two 
volumes have appeared, and, of the new Persian 
etymological dictionary by Hassandoost, one volume.

Describing the history of the Iranian languages 
is complicated by the variety of transliteration and 
transcription methods involved, which are often 
contradictory.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

Concluded 

Sogdian text written in Manichean script.
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