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Turkish FM holds
talks in Iran

TEHRAN - Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu arrived in Tehran on Monday and
met with his Iranian counterpart Hossein
Amir Abdollahian. The two ministers dis-
cussed a range of issues.

The meeting was held at the Iranian for-
eign ministry and was attended by a number
of Iranian and Turkish officials along with the
two countries’ foreign ministers.

Turkish President Erdogan to visit Tehran

After the meeting, Amir Abdollahian and
Cavusoglu held a joint press conference.
During the presser, the Iranian foreign min-
ister said he had a useful and important dis-
cussion with his Turkish counterpart.

“Today, we had useful and important talks
on the development of relations between
the two countries. We agreed on expert talks
with diplomats from both sides to draw up a
new roadmap for long-term cooperation be-
tween Tehran and Ankara,” Amir Abdollahian
said, noting, “We hope that in the future visit
of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to
Tehran, we will be able to finalize the docu-
ment containing the roadmap for long-term
cooperation between the two countries”

He added, “We agreed to start our diplomat-
ic talks on the provisions of the roadmap for
long-term cooperation between the two coun-
tries, and we hope that this document will be
signed in the presence of the presidents of the
two countries during the next visit of the Turk-
ish president to Iran”’» Page 3

Iran expert Mohases
believes Dragan
Skocic exceeded
expectations

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - Iran football pundit, Morteza
Mohases, believes that Dragan Skocic and
Iran national team have exceeded expecta-
tions with their successful run.

Iran will face Syria at the King Abdullah Il
Stadium in neutral Jordan on Tuesday.

With four wins and a draw from five games,
the ‘Persian Leopards’ are well-placed to
reach Qatar’s 2022 World Cup Finals.

“Every game has its special conditions and
needs a different strategy. The caching staff
must have a ‘game model’ for every match,”
Morteza Mohases explained in his interview
with Tehran Times.

A 2-1 dramatic win against Lebanon on
Thursday, left them at the top of Group A in
the Asian qualifiers with 13 points.

“Iran started with one forward in the first
half of the game against Lebanon, and it
caused difficulties for our national team. | am
sure that the technical staff learned a valua-
ble lesson from the match against Lebanon,
and we will have a different first half against
Syria. The first half in each game is a crucial
time that we should not waste with risky de-
cisions,” Mohases said.

“Dragan Skocic has done a great job with
the national team so far, and he exceeded
the expectations. It is also true about the na-
tional team players who have been amazing,
stoking talk that they are the best team and
best players in Asia.» Page 3
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Emirati football team literally “geared up” for a game in Lebanon, but why?

TEHRAN— In a shocking move, the UAE
foothall team brought advanced weapons to
Lebanon without being searched.

On November 14, the UAE football team
arrived at the Rafic Hariri International Air-
port in Beirut to play against the Lebanese
national team on November 16.

So far, so good. But things got complicated
when news circulated that the UAE football
team has brought a security team with them
as well. Reports on social media and local
eyewitnesses say that around 40 people
were in the security team.

Iran’s special envoy
visits Kabul, says
U.S. backs ISIS

TEHRAN — Iran’s special envoy for Af-
ghanistan said on Monday that after the de-
feat in Afghanistan, the United States is try-
ing to support the ISIS terrorist group, IRNA
reported.

“The aggressor country, which intended
to rule Afghanistan for the past 20 years, is
now trying to strengthen the takfiri groups
in Afghanistan after its defeat,” Hassan Ka-
zemi Qomi said.

Arriving in Kabul on Monday morning at
the head of a high-level delegation, the Irani-
an diplomat told reporters that the purpose
of his visit was to discuss political, economic,
security and Afghan refugee issues with the
interim government’s officials.

“We respect the will of the Afghan people
and our position is in line with the wishes
of the Afghan people,” Kazemi Qomi told a
reporter when asked about recognizing the
Taliban government.

He also said certain countries are seeking
to launch “proxy war” in Afghanistan under
the pretext of fighting terrorism. » Page 2

The move is considered shocking, especial-
ly when news circulated in social media, and
people started criticizing the Lebanese au-
thorities for applying double standards.

On November 9, the Iranian national team
arrived in Beirut against their Lebanese op-
ponent, but upon their arrival at the airport,
their luggage was thoroughly frisked and
searched due to “security reasons.”

Ironically, the Lebanese authorities failed
to find anything beyond two sets of kits, and
reportedly a sum of $10,000.

This is due to the fact the Iranians were

supposed to go straight to Jordan after the
match against Lebanon, so they had to pack
for two trips, hence, they brought some cash,
and two sets of kits for two games, but still,
the Lebanese officials labeled their luggage
as suspicious. However, when it came to the
Emiratis, they let them in without even fol-
lowing the regular procedures.

The Lebanese Interior Minister, Bassam
Mawlawi, tweeted on November 14 saying
that the UAE officials had notified the Leb-
anese authorities beforehand about bringing
weapons and a security team. » Page 2

Steel exports rise 30% in 7 months yr/yr

TEHRAN- Iran exported over 5.912 million
tons of steel during the first seven months
of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-October 22), which was 30 percent more
than the figure of the same period of time in
the past year.

Based on the latest data released by the Ira-
nian Steel Producers Association (ISPA), of the
mentioned figure 1.486 million tons was the
share of steel profiles which also registered a
44-percent rise year on year, IRNA reported.

Exports of rebar, which had the largest
share of total exports of steel products, in
the first seven months of this year increased
by 57 percent compared to the same period
last year to reach 1.307 million tons.

Exports of flat steel sections also increased
by 18 percent during the said period to stand
at 369,000 tons. Also, the export of sponge
iron during the mentioned period increased
by 279 percent to reach 698,000 tons.

According to ISPA, Iranian exports of steel
during the previous Iranian calendar year de-
clined 13.1 percent compared to the figure for
the preceding year.

Based on the association’s data, the coun-
try exported nine million tons of steel in the
previous year while the exports in that year

IAEA chief Grossi to visit Iran soon, to
meet FM Amir Abdollahian

TEHRAN - The Iranian Foreign Ministry an-
nounced on Monday that International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) chief Rafael Grossi will
visit Tehran soon and will hold talks with Irani-
an Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian.

“In addition to head of the Atomic Energy
Organization (of Iran), Mr. Grossi will also
meet with Mr. Amir Abdollahian,” Foreign
Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh told
aregular news briefing.

“He (Grossi) has close contacts with the
Atomic Energy Organization of our country
and our colleagues at (Iran’s) embassy in Vi-

enna. He has been invited and the date has
been offered to him. And he will soon depart
for Iran,” Khatibzadeh stated.

Grossi’s trip to Iran will most likely take place
before the next meeting of the IAEA's board of
governors, which will start on November 22.

News of on Grossi’s invitation comes as
diplomats from Iran and the remaining par-
ties to the 2015 nuclear deal, officially called
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), will resume talks Vienna on Novem-
ber 29 to discuss ways to lift the illegal US.
sanctions on Iran. » Page 2

Foreign aid to Afghan refugees in Iran
is small: UNHCR

TEHRAN - The amount of assistance pro-
vided by international organizations to ad-
dress the needs of Afghan refugees in Iran is
small, and most of the support is provided by
the Iranian government and people, Ivo Frei-
jsen, UNHCR Representative in Iran.

Most of the support and care for Afghan
refugees is now on Iran and its neighboring
countries, Freijsen said, adding, reducing the
support of international organizations to ad-
dress the needs of Afghan refugees living in
Iran should be referred to UN member states

for necessary decisions, IRNA reported.

However, part of the international assis-
tance to Afghan refugees has been provid-
ed in the past, so that some of the migrants
have been resettled in urban structures, and
another part is related to the new period of
migration from this country.

To this end, one center has now been set up
to house Afghan refugees in Sistan-Baluch-
estan and two in Khorasan Razavi province,
he stated. » Page 7

stood at 10.362 million tons.

Over 2.839 million tons of steel products
were also exported in the mentioned year, reg-
istering an 18-percent decline year on year.

The Iranian Steel industry has been con-
stantly developing over the past years
against all the pressures and obstacles
created by outside forces like the U.S. sanc-
tions and the coronavirus outbreak that has
severely affected the performance of the
world’s top producers.

The country is expected to climb to seventh
place among the world'’s top steel producers by
the Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 2025).

The production capacity of the country’s
steel chain increased from 123 million tons
in the Iranian calendar year 1392 (ended in
March 2014) to 230 million tons in the previ-
ous year (ended on March 20).

According to the latest World Steel Associa-
tion (WSA) report released in early September,
the production of crude steel in Iran reached
17.8 million tons during January-July, 2021 to
register a 9.9 percent growth year on year.

The WSA's report put the crude steel out-
put by the world’s top 64 producers at 1165
billion tons in the mentioned time span, reg-
istering an increase of 12.4 percent.
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Iran qualify for 2022

World Cup as first
team, Lebanese
sports analyst
predicts

By Mohammad Mazhari

TEHRAN - Pointing to Iran’s dramatic
win over Lebanon, a Lebanese sports ana-
lyst says that it was an important step in
the qualification process towards the 2022
World Cup Qatar 2022.

In a match held at the Saida Municipal Sta-
dium in Sidon on Thursday, Iran football team
beat the national team of Lebanon in 2022
FIFAWorld Cup Qualifier 2-1.

With this precious win, the ‘Persian Leop-
ards’ cemented their place at top of group A
with 13 points.

South Korea are second with 11 points and
Lebanon sit third with five points.

“Gaining the three points from Lebanon is
an indication of the Iranian team’s insistence
on qualifying as the leader of Group A" Ma-
zen Naim told Tehran Times.

“| think it is an important step in the quali-
fication process towards the 2022 World Cup
Qatar, and | predict that Iran will qualify for
the event as the first team,” he said.

“Since the draw took place, it was clear
that Iran and South Korea would qualify from
this group,” Naim remarks. » Page 3

Raisi: Iran, Turkey should promote their
cooperation to international level

TEHRAN —

In ameeting with Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu in Tehran

on Monday, President Ebrahim Raisi suggested that Iran and Turkey should expand

their cooperation to international level.

“Regional cooperation between the two countries should be turned into
international cooperation, and given the important position of the two countries,
this interaction can be effective in global community.” Page 2
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IAEA chief Grossi to visit Iran soon, to
meet FM Amir Abdollahian

From page 1 » The talks had been put on hold
since June 20 as Iran was seeing a transition in
which a new government came to power.

The Iranian parliament has limited the IAEA's
access to Iran’s nuclear sites in retaliation to the
US. withdrawal from the JCPOA in May 2018 and
imposition of toughest sanctions in history on the
Islamic Republic.

Under the JCPOA, Iran agreed to scale down its
nuclear activities in exchange for termination of
economic and financial sanctions on Iran. The IAEA
was tasked to monitor Iran’s compliance with the
JCPOA.

Iran remained fully committed to the JCPOA one
year after the US. quit the deal. However, in May
219 Iran announced that its strategic patience is
over and started to gradually remove ban on its
nuclear activities. At the time Iran announced if the
European parties to the nuclear agreement fulfil
their obligation under the agreement it will reverse
its decision. However, the European failed to honor
their commitments.

Despite limiting the IAEAs access to nuclear
sites, Iran is continuing its cooperation with the
UN watchdog body within the framework of the
Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement.

U.S. needs to change approach if wants to join
P4+1

Khatibzadeh also said the Vienna talks are aimed
to remove sanctions on Iran in inconsistent with the
JCPOA.

He reiterated Tehran's long-held position that
all the sanctions that the United States have been
imposing on Iran illegally “must be lifted”.

Returning sanctions on Iran was a violation of
international law as the nuclear deal is endorsed by
UN Security Council Resolution 2231.

Former US. President Donald Trump quit the
nuclear in line with his “maximum pressure”
campaign against Iran.

Talks to restore the JCPOA started in April as
US. President Joe Biden said his administration
is willing to rejoin the JCPOA. The talks on return
of the US. to the agreement started in April. Six
rounds of talks were held until June 20.

“There have been some disagreements in the six
rounds of the Vienna talks,” Khatibzadeh said.

He noted that Iran’s focus in Vienna will be on
lifting all sanctions imposed by the United States
illegally.

“We are aware of the intention of the United
States, which is to join the P4+1, and they need
to change their approach,” the Foreign Ministry
spokesman remarked.

P4+1 refers to the permanent members of the

UN Security Council (Russia, China, France, Britain)
and Germany.

The diplomat then went on to say that what is
important for Iran is the lifting of sanctions, and
what is considered as a “verification” of the lifting
of sanctions and the “necessary guarantees” will be
summarized in the review process and emphasized
in the discussions.

Iran only talks about regional issues with
neighbors

About Robert Malley's visit to the West Asia
region and Iran’s dealings with neighbors, the
ministry spokesman said “Iran travels and consults
with all countries in the region” with the exception
of afew that cut ties with Iran.

He cited visits and consultations with Persian
Gulf countries such as Oman, Qatar, Kuwait,
Pakistan, and others as examples.

“The visits between Tehran and these countries
indicates close relations. If you (the reporter)
mean Iran consulting about the Vienna talks with
the regional countries, we only talk to the regional
countries about regional issues,” Khatibzadeh
reiterated.

What is important is how to reach a good
agreement

The spokesman also responded to a question
about Deputy Foreign Minister Ali Bagheri Kani’s
visit to certain European capitals and the starting
point of the Vienna talks, saying, “Bagheri’s visit
to Europe was done as the political deputy and he
is the senior negotiator and the three countries
that he traveled to, are present in the Vienna
talks.”

The diplomat added that Bagheri met with
the senior negotiators of the UK, France, and
Germany as well as other officials to discuss
bilateral relations.

Khatibzadeh said Bagheri’s tour had three
dimensions. He met with bilateral and regional
officials as well as senior negotiators.

“What is important is how to reach a good
agreement in Vienna. Where the dialogue takes
place is a secondary and minor issue,” he pointed
out.

“The United States needs to change its approach
and to ensure that we have the real guarantees
necessary for the lifting of the sanctions against
the Iranian people,” the spokesman emphasized.

Tehran observes Biden’s behavior

In response to a question about Biden’s letter
to remove Iran from the global oil market, the
spokesman noted that all these behaviors are
carefully observed in Tehran, and the Vienna talks
will go forward accordingly.

Raisi: Iran, Turkey should promote their
cooperation to international level

From page1» The president also said
close relations between Iran and Turkey
will be in the interest of peace and stability
in the region.

Raisireferredto development of relations
between the two countries, especially in
areas of trade and economy, as beneficial
to both nations, saying, “By finalizing the
roadmap for cooperation development,
that the draft of which is on the agenda of
the two countries, Iran and Turkey are ready
to upgrade relations from the current level
to all-inclusive cooperation.”

The president also said Iran is of the
view that the countries in the region
are able to solve their disputes without
foreign interference, saying, “The
presence of outsiders brought nothing
but insecurity and tension between the
nations and governments of the region,
as the twenty-year presence of the
United States in Afghanistan resulted
in nothing but murder, bloodshed and
destruction.”

The president added later it became
“clear that Afghanistan’s problems could
be solved by the people of this country and
with the help of their neighbors.”

The president also stressed that Daesh’s
actions are detrimental to all countries
in the region, saying that as stated by
U.S. officials, Daesh was created by them
and, naturally, they act upon order by the
Americans to kill.”

Raisi said Daesh is acting as U.S. proxy.

Stating that the presence of this terrorist
group anywhere in the region is to the
detriment of nations, Raisi noted that the
fight against terrorism and organized
crime can be the focus of cooperation
between Tehran and Ankara, and Iran is
ready to improve cooperation in this area.

Referring to the Turkish foreign minister’s
remarks on joint cooperation with Iran to
stabilize and develop trade relations in
the South Caucasus region, Raisi said Iran
shares deep and long-standing religious
and cultural bonds with the Republic of
Azerbaijan and Turkey.

He then emphasized, “We should not
allow some foreign actions to damage
relations.”

For his part, Cavusoglu said that Turkey
considers the new government in Iran as
pragmatic and is determined to increase
the level of cooperation with Tehran.

Noting that Turkey attaches importance
to stability as well as trade in the South
Caucasus, the Turkish foreign minister said,
“We seek to establish and strengthen joint
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of
Iran to increase stability and trade relations
in the South Caucasus.”

Referring to the developments in the
region, he also called for cooperation with
Iran in the fight against terrorism and the
establishment of stability and peace in the
region.

Iran’s special envoy
for Afghanistan
visits Kabul, says
U.S. supports ISIS

Frompage 1 » Iran’s special envoy
for Afghanistan also expressed hope
that with formation of a strong
government in Afghanistan, stability
would prevail in the region.

The diplomat went on to say
that “Afghanistan, like the Islamic
Republic of Iran, is facing oppressive
Western sanctions and the two
countries will try to cooperate more
by ensuring security in the borders.”

The Iranian envoy in his remarks
underlined that Iran had always
stood by the people of Afghanistan
and today stands by the people of
Afghanistan in all aspects of security,
economy and politics.

Referring to the US. defeat in
Afghanistan, the envoy said some
countries are exploiting terrorism to
launch a proxy war in Afghanistan.

Earlier, the embassy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Kabul announced
the trip on its official Twitter account.
It said, “Kazemi is scheduled to

talk with senior Taliban officials
on various issues such as regional
issues, refugees, humanitarian
aid, formation of an inclusive
government and especially economic
issues. Helping the Afghan peopleis a
priority before the cold season””

Iran worried about extremism
and terrorism in Afghanistan

Speaking at his weekly press
briefing on  Monday, Saeed
Khatibzadeh, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman, said that Qomi’s
trip to Kabul will address the current
and future status of the people of
Afghanistan.

He then said that Iran has tried
to make the Afghan people bear the
least impact from the developments
in Afghanistan and the catastrophic
departure of the United States from
the country.

The diplomat noted that the
responsibilities of this govemning
body will be discussed.

“We are concermed about
extremism and terrorism, and we
have witnessed the disgusting act of
terrorism in attacking worshippers,
and it is the direct responsibility of
the governing body to protect the
security of worshippers and the
people of Afghanistan,” he insisted.

He then said that Iran has news of
the presence of ISIS in Afghanistan,
which is worrying and is one of the
topics that will be discussed during
the trip by the special envoy to
Afghanistan.

ISIS  has been targeting
worshippers since the Taliban took
power in August. Its suicidal attacks
on worshippers in Kunduz (northemn
Afghanistan) on October 8 and
Kandahar (southern Afghanistan) on
October 15 were horrific.

It also attacked a military hospital
in Kabul on November 2. At least 25
people were killed and more than
a dozen were wounded during the

attack.

Theattack,  which  included
armed gunmen and at least one
suicide bomber, targeted the 400-
bed Sardar Mohammad Daud Khan
military hospital.

Zabihullah Mujahid, a spokesman
for the Taliban, said the attack was
carried out by several members
of ISIS, including a suicide bomber
who detonated his explosives at
the gate to the hospital. A car full of
explosives outside the hospital also
exploded, wounding dozens, and
several Taliban fighters were killed
and wounded in the ensuing gun
battle, Mujahid said.

Iran hosted the meeting of the
foreign ministers of countries
neighboring Afghanistan on October
27.The participants at the conference
insisted on the need for security in
Afghanistan and formation of an
inclusive government among other
issues.

Emirati football team literally “geared up” for a game in Lebanon, but why?

From page1» “After circulating the news of
the arrival of an Emirati security team to Rafic Hariri
Intermational Airport in possession of weapons, the
office of the Minister of Interior and Municipalities is
interested in clarifying that the Emirati security team
came to Lebanon to secure the protection and escort
of the UAE football team, which is playing a match
with the Lebanese national team next Tuesday,
Mawlawi said.

He then said that the entry of weapons was verified,
adding, “The security team in Lebanon had previously
obtained approval from both the Ministry of National
Defense and the Lebanese Army Command to bring
in the weapons that were verified before their entry,
provided that the same procedure takes place when
the security delegation leaves Lebanon.’

Strange statistics are being circulated in social
media about the weapons the UAE team has brought
into Beirut, but one thing is certain: They brought in
advanced weapons. But why?

Afteraninterview of Lebanese Information Minister

George Kordahi was aired on the Qatari Al Jazeera
channel, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and UAE expelled the
Lebanese envoys to their capitals.

Kordahi had said in an interview conducted on
August 5 that fighters allied with Yemen's Ansarallah
movement are “merely defending themselves against
an external aggression.’

Kordahi went on to say that “homes, villages,
funerals, and weddings were being bombed” by the
Saudi-led coalition, adding that the seven-year war
in Yemen has been “futile” and that “it is time for it
toend”

Kordahi has said his remarks were his own personal
views and were made well before his appointment
as minister, adding that he was committed to his
government’s policy.

“l am against Arab-Arab wars.. | reject the
accusation of hostility towards Saudi Arabia,” Kordahi
told media.

Kordahi's comments were made on 5 August
during an interview on an online show affiliated with

Qatar’s Al Jazeera network, almost a month before he
was named information minister.

After the Lebanese ambassador was expelled from
Abu Dhabi, the UAE government issued a travel ban
for its citizens against Lebanon.

Many political pundits believe that the UAE team
has brought in weapons and a security team to portray
Lebanon as unsafe in the public opinion’s minds.

These experts are also on the belief that the UAE
has gone into the trouble of taking some extreme
and unnecessary measures to do so. Bringing in the
weapons was too far for that matter.

It had been expected that the Lebanese authorities
would not have acted biasedly towards such matters.
However, some pundits believe that the Lebanese
government wants to get in good terms with the Persian
Gulf countries after they cut the diplomatic cords with
Lebanon. Hence, this move was part of this plot.

Whatever the reason may be, Lebanon is safer
than what the UAE thinks, and it’s expected from the
Lebanese authorities to act fairly in similar situations.

VP visits victims of Hormozgan earthquake

TEHRAN - On Monday moming, First
Vice President Mohammad Mokhber
visited the victims of the Sunday
aftemoon earthquakes in the southem
province of Hormozgan and talked to
them in one of the hospitals in Bandar
Abbas, the provincial capital

The ministers of health and energy

Men
2,039,260

were accompanying the first vice
president.

The First Vice President also visited
the emergency accommodation of the
earthquake-hit people in the Persian
Guif Martyrs Stadium and Martyr
Mohammadi Hospital in Bandar Abbas.

He also toured the earthquake-
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stricken areas of Gishan and Abshirin in
Fin county.

An earthquake measuring 64 on the
Richter scale hit at 15:37 local time on
Sunday, leaving one dead and dozens
injured.

The tremor occurred at a depth of
15 kilometers and was also felt in the
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neighboring province of Kerman as well
as Qeshm Island in the Persian Gulf, the
Institute of Geophysics, affiliated with the
University of Tehran, reported.

Anumber of houses in rural areas of
Fin have been damaged. There were also
reports of power and telecommunication
outages in some parts of Hormozgan.
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TEHRAN - After years of frayed
relations with several countries
in the region, the United Arab
Emirates is launching a new foreign
policy drive aimed to repair the oil-
rich country’s foreign relations at a
time when regional powers begin to
take on a new role on the regional
chessboard.

But the refashioned Emirati
foreign policy has remarkably
missed out on Iran.

On Monday, as Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu arrived
in Tehran for talks on a range
of bilateral and regional issues,
Western media broke the news
that Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed, the UAE's
de facto ruler, will pay a rare visit
to Turkey after a decade of bitter
rivalry between Abu Dhabi and
Ankara in the broader region.

Citing two Turkish officials,
Reuters said the visit will include
talks with Turkey’s President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. It will be the
highest-level meeting between the
two countries since the breakout of
what came to be known as the Arab
Spring a decade ago when Turkey
and the UAE supported opposing
sides in many Arab countries such
as Egypt, Libya, Sudan, and Tunisia.

The first sign of significant thaw
in UAE-Turkey relations emerged in
late August, when Erdogan received
the Abu Dhabi crown prince’s right-
hand man, Sheikh Tahnoun bin
Zayed, in Ankara. Two weeks later,
Erdogan and bin Zayed spoke over
the phone.

It was then when the Turkish
president joyfully announced that
the UAE would make a significant
investment in Turkey. Improvement
of ties between the two countries

MBZ in Ankara:
deciphering
Emirati

mentality

came against a backdrop of wider
de-escalation in the region. Saudi
Arabia cooled tensions with Turkey,
Qatar, and to some extent Iran;
Turkey and Egypt held several
rounds of talks to defuse tensions;
Qatar and Egypt buried the hatchet;
and finally, the UAE, together with
Jordan and with the tacit support
of Saudi Arabia, took a major step in
bringing Syria to the so-called Arab
fold.

But this broader inclination to
put aside differences would fail to
explain the whys and wherefores
of the new Emirati push if not seen
within the bigger picture of the
newly-recalibrated Emirati foreign
policy.

The tiny Persian Gulf nation has
undertaken a quiet, yet strategic,

H
i

reassessment of its foreign policy
in light of the changing dynamics
of the region. The first result of the
assessment is the redefinition of
the UAE's position in the Arab world
and of the interests of the UAE and
Arabs in general and the perceived
threats to these interests.

In Emirati strategic thinking,
the Arab world is not immune to
infiltration by regional powers
that could use certain ideologies
to gain a foothold in some Arab
states. Therefore, the UAE should
block all the pathways for such an
infiltration.

Afteryears of unrelenting efforts,
the UAE feels that it has clinched
a victory over Turkey in many
Arab states where the two rivals
have been involved in geopolitical

competition. The Turkish-aligned
Muslim Brotherhood, the UAE's
swornenemy, has beenmarginalized
or toppled in Sudan, Egypt, Tunisia,
and Libya. And that happened with
the direct involvement of the UAE.

As a result, Turkey turned
into less imminent danger. The
economic woes facing Turkey
have only fortified this feeling in
the UAE, prompting the Emiratis
to offer Erdogan a helping hand
economically and strengthening
their influence in Ankara in
preparation for the post-Erdogan
era.

Thus, now it's time to counter
more urgent threats coming from
other regjonal players. The most
urgent threat, according to Emirati
thinking, comes from Iran. Many
media outlets and academics
closely affiliated with the UAE have,
directly or indirectly, pointed to
this assessment. The most recent
example was the UAE foreign
minister’s visit to Syria, which was
portrayed as an effort to undermine
Iran’s influence there. The UAE’s
normalization of ties with Israel, the
historic enemy of Arabs, is another
example.

But the Emirati assessment
regarding Iran is totally wrong and
could put the UAE on a dangerous
path that would only destabilize
the region. It's incomprehensible
to many observers why the UAE
continues to keep Iran at bay
when other regional powers,
namely Turkey and Saudi Arabia,
are in the process of repairing or
strengthening ties with it.

Iran has announced its new policy
of neighborhood since President
Ayatollah Seyed Ebrahim Raisi took
office in August.

Turkish FM holds talks in Iran

Iran and Turkey agree to draw up new roadmap for long-term cooperation

Frome Page 1 » The Iranian foreign minister
noted, “We had useful and good discussions on
various regional and international issues.”

AmirAbdollahiansaid histalkswith Cavusoglu
focused on developments in Afghanistan, the
need to develop stability, security and calm in
the West Asian region and to pay attention to
the neighborliness policy of the two countries.
He added that they underlined that the Iranian
and Turkish governments are “pragmatic” and
that they “must quickly remove any possible
obstacles in the way of relations between the
two countries.”

The Iranian foreign minister said, “In this
meeting, we reached joint mechanisms to
accelerate bilateral cooperation. There is a lot
of potential in the field of mutual investments
and private sector activities in both countries.
At the same time, limited obstacles and
problems were identified in the path of the two
countries’ traders, and we agreed to take the
necessary action as soon as possible.”

He added, “The relations between the two
countries are historical, friendly and cordial,
and we will pay special attention to these
historical and deep relations between the two
countries in the development of cooperation.”

Amir Abdollahian continued, “In today'’s talks,
we paid special attention to the development
of economic and trade cooperation and
the increase of cooperation in the field of
energy, the facilitation of transit traffic and
the strengthening of cross-border trade and
consular issues, and fortunately we do not
see any serious obstacles to accelerating this
cooperation.”

He added, “What has overshadowed some of
the bilateral relations over the past two years
is due to the coronavirus conditions prevailing

in the world.”

The Iranian foreign minister also noted that
the issue of environmental protection and
dealing with environmental threats, which is
one of the concerns of the world today, is of
interest to both countries.

The Turkish foreign minister, in turn, voiced
Turkey's readiness to develop relations
with Iran. “Turkey is always ready to provide
any services with its brother. As Mr. Amir
Abdollahian said, we reviewed the development
of cooperation in all areas, and at the same
time today, we talked with my brother Hussein
between the delegations to prepare the
seventh High Cooperation Council between the
two countries. And at the suggestion of the
Iranian side, a long-term roadmap between the
two countries will be prepared and signed on
the sidelines of the council,” Cavusoglu said.

He added, “Various documents on illegal
immigration, smuggling and other border
issues were discussed. This year, the volume of
trade has increased by 71%, which is promising,
but we are far from our goals and we need to
do more. We are considering the expansion of
preferential trade frameworks between the
two countries and we are trying to bring the
6-year negotiations to this conclusion.”

He also said that sanctions against Iran are

“cruel” and the sides about it. “Those who left
the JCPOA must return to this framework and
lift the unilateral sanctions they imposed on
Iran. | would like to congratulate you on the
start of the talks and | hope that the talks in
Vienna will be successful,” the Turkish foreign
minister said.

He continued, “Currently, there is cooperation
between the two countries not only on bilateral
issues but also on regional issues such as
Afghanistan, Iraq and stability in the South
Caucasus. We are ready to cooperate with Iran
in the framework of the proposed 3+3 format”

The 3+3 format includes Azerbaijan, Georgia,
and Armenia and their three big neighbors-
Russia, Turkey, and Iran. The format is intended
to end territorial disputes between Armenia
and Azerbaijan.

The top Turkish went on to say that “we
are for stability in Iraq and we condemn the
attack on the Iragi Prime Minister. Regarding
Syria, we hope to hold high-level meetings.
We are in line with Iran about Afghanistan and
its stability. We are very concerned about the
situation in Afghanistan and the humanitarian
situation in this country, and we believe that
the establishment of an inclusive government
can be the solution”

Commenting on the Turkish president’s
upcoming visit to Iran, Cavusoglu said, “This trip
will take place before the end of the year and
we must make the necessary preparations. In
Iran and Turkey, result-
oriented governments
are at work, and this trip
is not just for a meeting,
but to accelerate
relations between the
two countries.”

Iranian Navy chief departs for France

TEHRAN — The commander

states, and we have written a book

and said, “Security and peace are

of the Iranian Navy has traveled
to France at the invitation of his
French counterpart to attend the
8th summit of naval commanders,
IRNA reported on Monday.

Regarding the objectives of the
trip, Admiral Shahram Irani, “The
focus of the Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium (IONS) Summit is on
security of the Indian Ocean, which
the littoral states of the ocean are
working on in various dimensions,
especially inthe fight against piracy,
maritime safety and assistance
to the ships in emergency,” IRNA
reported on Monday.

The commander of the Navy
stated that the Islamic Republic

_J ol

has chaired the IONS summit for
two years and is currently chairing
the IONS Security Committee.

“We have attended this summit
with two goals; first, we present
a report on the activities of the
Security Committee and future
plans, including planning for
holding naval exercises with the
collaboration of the Indian Ocean

that will be the common language
for conducting operations at sea””

Elsewhere in his remarks,
Admiral Irani said Iran has prepared
a document that it will present to
the commanders of the navies of
the Indian Ocean littoral states
during the summit in France.

The high-ranking military official
noted, “What we will pursue on
the sidelines of the IONS summit
will be holding bilateral, trilateral
and multilateral meetings with the
highest priority to improve the level
of maritime relations.”

Rear Admiral Irani described

the “language of the sea” as the
common language of all countries

dictated by the sea to the world and
all countries can stand together
without intermediaries.”

The Iranian admiral pointed
out that the Islamic Republic had
proven to the world during the
last decade that it had the ability
to restore security in the northern
Indian Ocean with great authority.

The commander went on to
say that this strategic activity of
the Iranian Navy has always been
taken into account by international
organizations.

“We were tasked with having
a special presence in the fight
against maritime terrorism which
is underway with authority.”
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Iran expert Mohases believes Dragan Skocic

exceeded expectations

Frome Page 1 » ‘| also agree that in terms of intelligence, physical strength, game reading, and
technical abilities, the Iranian players are among, if not the, best in Asia,” added the member of FIFA and

AFC Panel of Coaching Instructors.

Speaking about the game against Syria, he said: “As I mentioned earlier, the first half will be significant
to get the desired result. If we dominate the game in the first half, then the breaks at halftime will allow
the head coach to improve the situation. The coaches have three tasks for the second half: determining or
changing the strategy, changing the players, and changing the players’ tactical behavior.

“Skocic made smart substitutions during the past games and could create tactical changes that
helped the team. | hope Iran national team continue their successful run to reach the 2022 World Cup

with ease,” concluded Mohases.

Iran qualify for 2022 World Cup as first team,
Lebanese sports analyst predicts

Frome Page 1 » Following is the text of the interview:
What is your comment on the result of the match between Iran and Lebanon? What were the

expectations about this match?

The result of the match was predictable because the Iran football team are a candidate to qualify, and

the expectations were in their favor.

However, the way they won, and specifically turning the table in the last minutes of the match, was not
expected. The Lebanese outfit took a lead and was expected to show their ability in the rest of the match,
by resorting to harsh defense, which could break Iran’s attacking system.

But in sum, the Iran’s football team, given their high level of proficiency, managed to come away with
all three precious points of the match in their course to qualify for the World Cup.

How do you see the level and performance of the Iran national football team?
Gaining the three points from Lebanon is an indication of the Iranian team’s insistence on qualifying

as the leaders of the group.

| think it is an important step in the qualification process towards the World Cup Qatar 2022, and |
predict that Iran will qualify for the World Cup in the next two matches.

How do you evaluate the performance of the Lebanon national football team and what are the
expectations regarding Lebanon’s qualification for the finals next year in Qatar?

The chances of the Lebanese team to qualify for the play-off and achieve third place in the first group
are still within reach, as Lebanon football team and their Emirati, Syrian and Iragi counterparts are in the
same level, and even the Lebanese are ahead of these teams in some aspects, especially since it will host
the next four matches, and this will constitute a motivation and can raise the morale for all players and

coaching staff.

As for evaluating Lebanon’s performance against Iran, it is difficult to judge this point, because the
level and differences between the two teams are many, and we cannot compare the performance of the

Lebanese team with Iran.

The Iranians ask about the performance of some Lebanese players when they were trying to
waste time in the last minutes of the match before the Iranian players score two goals. What is your

comment on that?

The Iranian people have the right to express their anger at the way the Lebanese players managed the

match.

But there was no other way for Lebanon to maintain progress, especially since the difference between

the two teams is big.

It is expected for Lebanon players to waste time in such matches, because technical solutions wouldn’t

help due to the high level of the Iranian team.

Iran aim to extend winning streak in World

Cup qualification

TEHRAN - Group A leaders Islamic Republic
of Iran will aim to cement their position in the
summer when they take on bottom-placed side
Syria at King Abdullah Il on Matchday Six of the
AFC Asian Qualifiers — Road to Qatar on Tuesday.

Having been so evenly matched in the 2018
qualifiers, drawing both their games, the two
sides have had contrasting fortunes this time
around.

Syria replaced Tunisian coach Nabil Maaloul
with local tactician Nizar Mahrous following the
conclusion of the second round of the qualifiers
and have since not won a single competitive
match, drawing two and losing three including a
1-0 opening day reversal against their upcoming
opponents. As a result, the Qasioun Eagles find
themselves rooted to the bottom of their group
- a far cry from four years earlier when they
finished third and advanced to the playoff round.

Croatian Dragan Skokic, meanwhile, led
Team Melli to the top of their second round
group after taking charge in February with
the Iranians having won four of their five third
round matches, only dropping points to Korea
Republic in a 1-1home draw last month, the-afc.
com reported.

The two sides have a rich history of meeting
in FIFA World Cup qualifiers, with their first
encounter dating back to 1973 when they
exchanged 1-0 wins in the West Germany 1974
qualifiers. They have since met in qualifiers to
1978, 1994, 1998, 2010 and 2018, but Syria’s
win in 1973 remains their only victory over the

Iranians in the qualifiers, with the other 12
encounters ending in six Iranian wins and as
many draws.

Inthereversefixture onthe opening matchday,
Syria defended resolutely but a second-half
strike from Alireza Jahanbakhsh secured a home
win at Azadi Stadium. The Feyenoord Rotterdam
striker has since added two more goals to top
the scorers’ charts at this stage of the qualifiers.
Meanwhile, Syria’s leading scorers Omar Al
Soma and Omar Kharbin have two goals each,
combining for 80 percent of their side’s goals in
Group A.

Both sides saw late goals in their most recent
outing on Thursday, for the Iranians it was two
from Sardar Azmoun and Ahmad Nourollahi
that secured a hard fought 2-1 victory against
Lebanon, while for Syria the goal came in their
net, with Amir Al Ammari equalizing for Iraq
with four minutes to go to cancel out Al Soma’s
opener five minutes earlier.
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Govt. plans to avoid pre-ordered
pricing in stock market: SEO head

TEHRAN - Head of Iran’s Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO) has said the
government is following new strategies
to avoid pre-ordered pricing in the stock
market in the long term, IRNA reported.

“The government’s policy, in the long
run, is to avoid pre-ordered pricing. This
policy has been repeatedly stressed by
the president and the government’s
economic team and has been placed on the
government’s agenda,” Majid Eshgi said on
Sunday.

According to the official, supply and
demand should be the only determining
factor for setting the price for a share.

“We need to move away from imperative
policies so that companies can be profitable
in the long-term,” he said.

Over the past 15 months, continuous
fluctuations in the Iranian stock market
have led shareholders, experts, and scholars
to believe that the government should not
interfere in the stock market, saying the
government’s pre-ordered and unrealistic

pricing of some state-owned shares is the
main reason for the capital market’s current
downward trend.

The government has been claiming that
the decisions made for this market are
not aimed at interfering in stock exchange
transactions or directing the market, but
are efforts for reducing the bubble created
in the market and to prevent further decline
of the stock market index.

Despite the skepticism, after the
supportive measures taken by the
government, the stock market has been
gradually getting back on track and experts
believe that the market is regaining people’s
trust.

In early July, Market Expert Reza Alavi said
that the inflow of liquidity into the market
and the increase in the value of transactions
indicate that people are once again trusting
the capital market.

“At present, other markets such as gold,
foreign currency, and cars are not attractive
enoughforinvestors,and the stock market is
still a good place for people’s investments,”
Alavi said.

“After the [presidential] election debates,
people have come to the conclusion that the
stock market is one of the priorities of the
new government, and for this reason, they
have re-trusted this market, and as a result,
the inflow of new capital into the market has
increased,” he noted.

Saffron export stands at
$60m in 7 months

TEHRAN- Iran’s saffron export stood at
$60 million during the first seven months
of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-October 22), Spokesman of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) Ruhollah Latifi announced.

The official has previously announced that
Iranian saffron farmers exported 324.589
tons of products worth over $190 million to
60 foreign destinations during the previous
Iranian calendar year (ended on March 20).

According to Latifi, over 78 percent of the
mentioned exports in terms of value were
made to five major customers of the Iranian
saffron, IRNA reported.

Hong Kong with 74,578 kilograms (kg)
worth $46.626 million of imports, the United
Arab Emirates with 59,791 kg valued at
$33.942 million, Spain with 49,025 kg worth
$26.44 million, China with 40,139 kg and a
value of $22.504 million, and Afghanistan with
33,781 kg and a value of $19.168 million were
Iran’s top saffron buyers in the mentioned
period.

The IRICA spokesman said that the
mentioned five countries accounted for 79
percent of the Islamic republic’s total saffron

TEDPIX loses 26,000
points on Monday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), lost 26,174
points to 1.416 million on Monday.

Asreported, over 5.226 billion securities
worth 41.677 trillion rials (about $992.3
million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index fell 22,794
points, and the second market’s index
dropped 41,338 points.

TEDPIX rose 58,000 points (4.1 percent)
to 1456 million in the past Iranian
calendar week (ended on Friday).

During the past week, the indices of
Isfahan Refining Company, National
Iranian Copper Industries Company,
Mobarakeh Steel Company, Social Security
Investment Company, Bandar Abbas
Refining Company, Iran Khodro Group,
and Saipa Company were the most widely
followed ones.

It's over two years that stock market
in Iran has been playing an outstanding
role in the attraction of the people’s
investment.

exports in terms of weight.

Iran is one of the world's top saffron
producers and over 90 percent of its
production is exported to foreign destinations.

Based on a multilateral memorandum of
understanding (MOU) signed between Iran’s
Planning and Budget Organization (PBO) and
three of the country’s banks in early October
2020, 10 trillion rials (about $238.09 million)
was allocated for supporting the saffron
industry.

The MOU was signed by PBO’s Deputy Head
Hamid Pour-Mohammadi and the managing
directors of Agriculture Bank, Mellat Bank,
and Export Development Bank of Iran.

Speaking in the signing ceremony, Pour-
Mohammadi noted that the mentioned
funding would be provided to saffron
producers and processors in the form of bank
facilities to support the production of saffron
and the packing and processing of this product
which has been impacted by the outbreak of
coronavirus.

According to the official, the interest
rate of the mentioned facilities would be
18 percent, of which PBO has agreed to pay
three percent.

Over $11.5b of
basic goods
imported in
7 months

TEHRAN - Iran’s import of basic
commodities in the first seven
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-October 22)
stood at over $11.5 billion, which was
63 percent more than the figure of
the same period of time in the past
year.

As reported by ISNA, the import
of 25 groups of such commodities
in the first half of the year (March

21-September 22) was 14.3 million
tons worth $8.8 billion.

Central Bank of Iran (CBI) allocated
$S1billion forthe import of basic goods
on Saturday (November 13), Mostafa
Qamari-Vafa, the new head of the
CBI's public relations department,
wrote on the social media.

The CBI has supplied $95 billion

for importing basic goods as well
as medicine in the first six months

of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-September 22), another
official with the bank has previously
announced.

As reported by IRIB, Shiva Raveshi
said the government allocated $8
billion for the supply of basic goods
and medicine in the current fiscal
year's budget bill, all of which has
been supplied in the first half of the
year and $15 billion has also been

supplied for the imports of Covid-19
vaccine.

“The $95 hillion that has been
provided this year is almost equal
to the total currency provided for
the imports of basic goods in the
previous calendar year (ended on
March 20); this shows that this
year we performed better in terms
of meeting the real needs of the
country,’ she said.

Iran REC 2021 slated to start on November 20

TEHRAN - The 6th edition of Iran’s
International Renewable Energy Conference
and Exhibition (Iran REC 2021) is scheduled
to be held during November 20-21in Tehran
by Iran Renewable Energy Association,
the portal of the Energy Ministry, Paven,
reported.

This international conference and
exhibition will be held with the aim of
examining the challenges facing the
development of renewable energies in Iran
and providing solutions to improve the
business environment in this area during the
coronavirus pandemic and amid sanctions.

The event is going to cover various
areas and topics including the policies and
programs of the 13th government for the
development of renewable energy, the
challenges of the renewable energy market
in the country and ways out of the current
situation, new financing methods and
encouraging large industries to invest in
renewable power plants to supply electricity,
renewable energy industry policies, and
the latest developments in the renewable
energy technology across the world.

As reported, at the opening of the
exhibition, the country’s top companies
active in the field of renewables will be
rewarded with the National Renewable
Energy Award which has been designed
and provided by the Iran Renewable Energy
Association in collaboration with the Energy
Ministry, lran’s Renewable Energyand Energy
Efficiency Organization (known as SATBA),
Vice Presidency for Science and Technology
and other relevant organizations.

This award is aimed at motivating the
development of renewable energy in the
country, raising public awareness about
renewable energies, recognizing successful

national examples of renewable energy
development and helping to form and
complete the renewable energy ecosystem
in the country.

Renewables account for about seven
percent of Iran’s total power generation,
versus natural gas’ 90 percent share.

Based on Iran’s Sixth Five-Year National
Development Plan (2016-2021), the country
was aiming for 5000 megawatts (MW)
increase in renewable capacity to meet
growing domestic demand and expand its
presence in the regional electricity market.

But in the final year of the plan, only one-
fifth of the figure has been achieved.

Iran was supposed to become a regional
hub in the field of energy in the past Iranian
calendar decade (March 2011-March 2021),
but evidence shows that the country is
facing a shortage even in the supply of
electricity inside the country, an issue
that many believe that could be achieved
by developing renewable energy and
increasing efficiency of the thermal power
plants.

PGSR continues normal operation after earthquake hits southern Iran

TEHRAN - Managing Director
of Iran’s Persian Gulf Star
Oil  Company (PGSOC) has
announced that the recent
earthquake in southern
Hormozgan province has not
damaged any of the facilities at
the Persian Gulf Star Refinery
(PGSR) and the refinery is
operating at full capacity.

As Mehr News Agency
reported, Mohammad-Ali
Dadvar stated that all facilities
and operational units of the

PGSR, which is responsible were

implemented

.

in order

6.4 on the Richter scale hit Fin

the Persian Gulf.

As the largest processing
facility for gas condensate in
West Asia, PGSR is planned to
play a big role to turn Iran into
an exporter of gasoline.

This refinery has increased
Iran’s gasoline production to
110 million liters per day, while
the country’s consumption is 74
million liters.

PGSR has made Iran
independent in gasoline
production, while an exporter
of the product, which has been

for producing 50 percent of
the country’s fuel basket,
are operating normally after
two strong earthquakes hit
Hormozgan Province on Sunday.

“Due to the possibility of
aftershocks, a meeting of the
refinery’s crisis committee was
held soon after the earthquake
and the necessary resolutions

to ensure the safety of the
employees and the stability of
the refinery,” Dadvar said.

According to the official, the
PGSR staff are on full alert to
solve any possible problems, to
ensure the safe continuation of
production operations and to
prevent any interruption.

An earthquake measuring

county, southern Hormozgan
Province, at 15:37 local time on
Sunday.

Persian Gulf Star Refinery
in Iran’s southern province of
Hormozgan is the first of its
kind designed based on gas
condensate feedstock received
from the South Pars gas field
which Iran shares with Qatar in

a big step to nullify the US.
sanctions.

The  refinery’s  exported
products during the first half
of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-September 21)
were 120 percent more than the
products exported in the same
period of time in the past year.

44 idle industrial units revived in East Azarbaijan in H1

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial
official, 44 idle industrial units returmed to the
production cycle in East Azarbaijan province,
northwest of Iran, in the first six months of
the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-Septemebr 22).

Rahim Babaei, the deputy head of the
province’s Industrial Parks Company, also said
that 33 more units are planned to retum to the
production cycle in the province by the yearend.

The official further announced that 1.31 trillion
rials (about $3119 million) has been invested
for the development of infrastructure in the
industrial parks of the province in the first half
of the year.

Emphasizing that reviving the idle production
units and helping the completion of the
semi-finished projects are on the agenda of
his company’s activities, Babaei mentioned
identifying the idle units and their problems,
planning for supporting them and removing
their problems as the major measures in this
due.

As announced by the head of Iran Small
Industries and Industrial Parks Organization
(ISIPO), in the last Iranian calendar year (ended
on March 20), 1,557 stagnant and semi-active
units returmed to the production cycle in the
industrial parks with a financing of 35 trillion
rials (over $833 million), providing employment
for 27000 people.

With the aim of reactivating stagnant units
or units that are operating below capacity,
900 consultants from the private sector and
knowledge-based companies were selected in
the form of industry clinics across the country
to recognize the weaknesses of these units, Ali
Rasoulian has previously stated.

“Despite the two major challenges of
sanctions and coronavirus pandemic, which

imposed severe restrictions on the country, we
tried to activate domestic capacities by tuming
to localizing the technology of manufacturing
parts and equipment”, he added.

Sanctions have caused problems for financial
exchanges and the export of goods to other
countries, he said, adding, “The

Iran is proud that despite these

Touching upon the Industry Ministry’s plans
for the realization of the motto of the current
year which is named the year of “Production:
support and the elimination of obstacles” by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, the official has
said: “In the year that has been dedicated to the

production sector by the Leader

; ; of the revolution, the orientation
;sﬁz’gxqeiCeﬁsczsar?gugorsgi\élrﬁ 17557 Stagnant of all government organizations
the country, including industry, ~ and semi-active ::\S/aiéicstﬂuveort‘)t?:l?ciesgglljrﬁ bz
?;Z n;:ozlgri?? g:;a/tinyg: es’;];g units retumed to  industrial aE]ch miniﬁg units” K
countries has reached below zero production cyc[e in ~ Niarakipointed toa40-percent
during this period’ increase in the issuance of

paSt year establishment  licenses  for

restrictions and pressure from

these two important challenges, its industry has
grown by more than seven percent, according to
the statistics and reports from various sectors,
the official further highlighted.

Also, as announced by Deputy Industry,
Mining, and Trade Minister Mehdi Sadegi Niaraki,
over 6,500 new industrial units were established
across the country during the past year which
created jobs for over 121,000 people.

industrial units in the previous
year, saying: “The number of establishment
licenses increased to more than 36,000 last
year, which shows that people are encouraged to
invest in the productive sectors”

He also mentioned an 85-percent rise in the
allocation of land for establishing industrial
units across the country and noted that over
4500 hectares of land were handed over to
applicants in the previous calendar year.



AstraZeneca from hero to villain ‘ INTERNATIONAL

TEHRAN - International charity
organization Oxfam has accused
AstraZeneca of breaking its
promises after the pharmaceutical
company said it plans to start
making a profit from its COVID-19
vaccine despite having previously
pledged to sell at a very modest
price.

AstraZeneca has clinched the
first its deals that will see the
company make profit from the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The move means the firm has
not only backed away from its
previous position of a completely
non-profit model. Until now, the
Anglo-Swedish  company has
not been making a profit from
the coronavirus jab and declared
it would not do so during the
pandemic. It also puts a stain on
the company’s image at a time
when the entire African continent
and other poorer nations are
struggling to obtain vaccines
for their populations leading
to fatalities that can easily be
prevented. The  humanitarian
aspect of the matter does not
appear to be of major concern
to several major pharmaceutical
companies who are placing profit
over human lives.

The profits these companies are
making might be short term but
the the history books don’t forget
and that is something that will
never go away.

The company had initially been
praised by many international
organizations for selling at modest
prices during an international
crisis and putting profits aside.

AstraZeneca now stands to go
from hero to villain.

According to the latest financial
results, AstraZeneca vaccines
have indeed proved to have a low
income on earnings so far this year.
Now, as new orders are received,
Britain’s biggest pharma firm
expects the vaccine to move to
“modest profitability.”

Explaining the change of plan,
chief executive Pascal Soriot told
reporters: “we started this project
to help... but we also said that at
some stage in the future, we will
transition to commercial orders”

He claims, “It will never be high
priced because we want thevaccine
to remain affordable to everybody
around the world”” Soriot further
tried to justify the move by saying
the virus was becoming “endemic,’
a term for a disease or condition
that is regularly found among
particular people or in a certain
area; a part of everyday life.

But the goal of the World Health

A

AstraZeneca -~

Organization is to procure much
more vaccines for its COVAX
program that goes on to deliver
them to poorer countries free of
charge so that the virus does not
become part of everyday life.

Another problem is poorer
nations or COVAX will only be able
to buy a limited number of vaccines
for distribution to poorer nations
if they are being sold at a more
expensive price.

The timing raises questions as
well.

Europe is bracing itself for
another covid wave. Record figures
have been registered over the past
few weeks with infections and
fatalities increasing significantly.
Partial lockdowns have already
started in some countries.

As it tums out Western made
vaccines have a short shelf time.
The antibodies

change of the financial plans.

AstraZeneca was quick to
point out that, when speaking to
reporters, Soriot had emphasized

that its key focus remained
delivering on its no-profit
commitments. Time will tell

whether that commitment will
stay in place. Charity groups are
not optimistic.

In response to the AstraZeneca’s
announcement, Anna Marriott,
Oxfam’s Health Policy Manager
and spokesperson for the People’s
Vaccine  Alliance  denounced
the firm saying “AstraZeneca
is breaking its repeated and
celebrated public promises of a
non-profit vaccine for all countries
for the duration of this pandemic
and to never to make a profit in any
low- and middle-income country
from this publicly funded vaccine. It
is turning its back on

these commitments

of two doses are AstraZeneca said at a time when the
fading away and its revenues for pandemicstill rages
governments  are and 98 percent
racing to purchase  the quarterhas o people in the
third booster shots. . 0 ' -
i el TiSEN by 50%to Poorest countries
ith new deals are not yet fully
awaiting, it is the $9.87bn. vaccinated”

perfect time to
cash in for the pharmaceutical
companies who can sell at high
prices to wealthy nations that can
afford to buy. Soriot however, is
standing by AstraZeneca’s move
saying, “l absolutely don't regret it

The company says when
including partners that the
AstraZeneca has sub-licensed to
make the vaccine it has released
1.5bn doses for supply in more than
170 countries. It said that it was
“now expecting to progressively
transition the vaccine to modest
profitability as new orders are
received”’

For the third quarter the
vaccine did make a small positive
contribution to earnings.
AstraZeneca said its revenues for
the quarter has risen by 50% to
$9.87bn. But profits fell short of
expectations, something that may
also have played play a role in the

She also argued
that while AstraZeneca has said
the vaccine will remain non-profit
for developing nations “[Oxfam]
understand that 75 wmiddle-
income  countries  including
Indonesia,  The Philippines,
South Africa and Zimbabwe are
excluded from their commitment.
AstraZeneca must immediately
and unequivocally confirm that it
will not profit from any sales of
the vaccine for any low or middle-
income country whether via
bilateral deals or COVAX”

Anna Marriott noted that “with
the number of people dying from
COVID-19 rapidly rising above five
million and given the development
of this vaccine was 97 per cent
funded by taxpayers and charities
there can be no justification for
this decision”

“It is time for the Oxford
University to partner with the

World Health Organization so
that this life-saving publicly
funded vaccine technology can
be shared as a global public good
and produced by as many capable
manufacturers around the world

as possible.
In a very recent report
Amnesty  International  said

six top manufacturers of the
COVID-19 vaccine “are fuelling
an unprecedented human rights
crisis through their refusal to
waive intellectual property rights
and share vaccine technology.”

In the report titled “A Double
Dose of Inequality” the rights
group denounced AstraZeneca,
BioNTech, Johnson & Johnson,
Moderna, Novavax and Pfizer for
“wheeling and dealing in favor of
wealthy states”

It said, “Broken promises from
pharmaceutical corporations
and rich country governments
have been an enduring theme of
this pandemic when it comes to
vaccine access.”

The announcement by
AstraZeneca comes on the
backdrop of its US. rival Pfizer
announcing that it expects to
enjoy major profits in the sales of
its COVID-19 vaccine. Those sales
are expected to total $36bn this
year.

Amnesty added that “Pfizer
has been able to earn billions
of dollars in revenue in the
last three months alone, while
failing to provide vaccines to
billions of people, is a failure of
catastrophic proportions. Not
only has the vast majority of
its vaccines gone to high and
upper-middle-income countries
but Pfizer has also consistently
refused to waive its intellectual
property rights and share
vaccine technology, while at
the same time benefitting from
billions of dollars in government
funding and advance orders
from wealthy countries.”

“The apparently unquenchable
thirst for profits of big
pharmaceutical companies,
like Pfizer, is fuelling an
unprecedented human rights
crisis”

This is while all medical experts
agree that vaccinating the globe
is the only pathway out of the
Pandemic.

However, some pharmaceutical
firms do not seem that bothered
for the Pandemic to finish, as long
as they are cashing in, critics are
saying they actually appear quite
comfortable to lay back and count
the profits.

Afghan FM confirms Kabul ‘mediating’ talks between Pakistan, TTP

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan - The Taliban is
acting as a mediator between the Pakistani
government and the Pakistan Taliban,
known by the acronym TTP, Afghanistan’s
acting foreign minister has said.

Inaninterviewtothe BBC's Urdu service on
Sunday, Amir Khan Muttagi said the Afghan
Taliban had stepped in at the “request” of
both parties.

“No final agreement has been reached,
however, the start has been very good, and
in the first part of the [talks] there has been
an agreement on a one-month ceasefire,”
said Muttagqi.

“Both sides agreed that talks will remain
ongoing.”

Last month, Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan revealed that Pakistan had
begun negotiations with the TTP after the
Taliban takeover of Kabul in August. Tens
of thousands of civilians, security forces
and fighters have been killed in the past
14 years of armed rebellion waged by the
TTP.

The Taliban and the TTP are two distinct
groups, with separate leadership structures
and objectives, although their ideologies are
similar and the TTP has aided the Taliban in
its fight against US-led NATO forces in the
past.

Formed in 2007, the TTP is an umbrella
organisation of armed groups formed
across Pakistan’s northwest that seeks to
impose a strict interpretation of Islamic law
on the country.

The group has carried out some of the
bloodiest attacks on Pakistani soil in the
country’s history, including a 2014 assault
on a school that killed more than 135
schoolchildren.

In 2014, Pakistani security forces
launched a widescale military operation
against the TTP, successfully displacing
it from its erstwhile headquarters in the
North Waziristan district, and significantly
degrading its operational capability. Since
then, analysts and security officials say,
the group has mainly been based in eastern
Afghanistan.

Since the Taliban takeover of Kabul in
August, attacks on Pakistani security forces
and some civilians in the North and South
Waziristan districts have spiked, according
to data from the South Asia Terrorism Portal
research organisation.

Last week, Pakistani Information
Minister Fawad Chaudhry confirmed that a
monthlong ceasefire agreement had been

reached between the TTP and the Pakistani
government, an apparent result of the talks
Afghan Minister Muttagi referenced on
Sunday.

The ceasefire will expire on December 9,
TTP spokesman Muhammad Khurasani said.

In his wide-ranging interview with the
BBC, Muttagi acknowledged that ISIL (ISIS)
armed group was a threat, but said his
government had taken steps to control the
situation.

“When we conquered Kabul, Daesh [a
common alternate name for ISIL] began to
raise its head in [some] areas but the Taliban
government has taken the best actions to
control them. We have now restricted Daesh
in most areas,” he said.

“There are sometimes incidents in some
places, like mosques, which can happen
anywhere in the world”

On Friday, at least three people were killed
and 15 wounded when a bomb exploded
during midday prayers in the Spin Ghar
area of Afghanistan’s eastern Nangarhar
province.

On Saturday, an attack on a mainly Shia
Muslim neighbourhood in the capital Kabul
killed at least one person and left four
others wounded.

A local ISIL affiliate, the Islamic State
in Khorasan Province, ISKP (ISIS-K), has
claimed responsibility for a series of attacks
in Afghanistan since August, particularly
targeting the Shia minority.

(Source: Al Jazeera)
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Tensions with Lebanon: What really
frightens Saudi Arabia

In comments given to “Barlamanashaab”
(the People’s Parliament) in August,
Kordahi said that the Houthis were acting
in self-defense and called the Saudi-backed
aggression ‘futile’

The passing remarks - resurfacing on
social media on 26 October - prompted
the sudden uproar by Saudi Arabia which
demanded Kordahi’'s resignation, also
recalling its ambassador, followed by three
other Persian Gulf states -Kuwait, the UAE,
and Bahrain.

At face value, Kordahi’'s statements
weren’t any more controversial than typical
‘human rights’ based condemnation of the
Saudiregime’s actions by Western leaders or
elected officials who didn’t shy of slamming
Riyadh for its perpetration of war crimes.

Yet Lebanon, like Yemen, has served
as a particular site of humiliation and
embarrassment for the Saudi regime. More
frustrating to the Saudis is the symbolic
humiliation of the information minister,
formerly employed as a game show host
on MBC, one of many Saudi-funded outlets
in Lebanon. MBC’s October 27 declaration
to move its headquarters to Saudi Arabia
operated under the pretext of

Geagea, the latter intensifying his pleas to
the US for weapons and support.

After Switzerland, the UAE and Saudi
Arabia were Lebanon’s second and third
largest export markets in 2019, making up
around 15% and 7% respectively of total
exports. Saudi Arabia’s recent ban on all
imports from Lebanon is in step with its April
ban of Lebanese produce under the farcical
pretext of “drug smuggling” a decision
that was supported by Kuwait, the UAE,
and Oman. Blacklisting and economically
blockading Lebanon over the presence of
Hezbollah also accompanies the increasing
economic ties the Persian Gulf is cementing
with the Zionist entity.

Riyadh’s demands for the Lebanese
government to “reduce” Hezbollah's role
in Lebanon, an undemocratic demand
shared by the Kingdom’s Western allies,
far precedes the last few weeks. It is an
objective pressed by Riyadh for decades, in
line with its regional and international allies
for decades and especially after 2008, when
in the face of Saudi-backed provocations
through the Hariri-led Future Movement,
Hezbollah was proven to have remained
just as steadfast domestically
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Lebanese TV  stations of Hezbollah intensified after 2016, Saudi
sesocted i Saudlsuppert i removing (S ot it and
or withdrawn their support American money on  which Lebanon

from stations that had been
under their support. Future
TV and the Daily Star, both
prominent news platforms
in Lebanon with the former
directly linked to Hariri's
political party and the latter
purchased by a holding close to the Hariri
family, were forced to close in 2019 and last
week respectively.

As the post-March 2015 siege on Yemen
wound to an impending defeat by the
Saudi aggression against the Ansarullah
resistance, the Saudi aggression tightened
up its pressure against Yemen’s civilians
through a brutal blockade that has caused a
massive famine and cholera epidemic.

The comments resurfaced in the context
of Saudi losses in Ma’arib and the growing
insecurity over Lebanon brewing with the
Saudi regime for over a decade. Hezbollah,
the Lebanese resistance group that has
stood in solidarity with the Ansarullah,
is viewed as the representative of all
obstacles to complete Saudi political and
economic hegemony in Lebanon. The claims
that Lebanon is “Hezbollah controlled”
and “afflicted with the dominance of Iran’s
proxies”, as Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin
Farhan said in an interview to Saudi-funded
Al-Araby al-Jadeed, of Lebanon and in
reference to the resistance group, represent
a projection of insecurities for the declining
Saudi influence in the country, whose
decades of investment and financing of
media, institutions, and terror groups have
failed to produce their intended results,
and as we see in recent years, have utterly
backfired.

The Saudi disinvestment from TV channels
in Lebanon coincided with the US and Saudi
loss of support to its political proxies in the
country. By 2015, Saudi Arabia had rescinded
its heavy-handed support of Hariri and

occupation and
Saudi influence

from Lebanese
state institutions.

developed a dependency since
the 1990s. From 2009 onward,
hundreds of Shia workers
in the UAE were expelled
and deported, and that year,
Bahrain opened up a secret
embassy for Tel Aviv.

Aside fromtheresponse of some Lebanese
officials, including Lebanese Foreign
Minister Abdullah Bou Habib who terms
the demands “impossible,” Saudi Arabia’s
existential crisis does not emanate from the
supposed “Hezbollah” dominance over the
Lebanese state, which still remains largely
under the economic, institutional, and
administrative control of the US, but of the
persistent and threatening steadfastness
of the resistance group that only becomes
more emboldened when confronted with
challenges and aggression. In Lebanon,
Saudi and its allies fear the preparedness
of Hezbollah, as the party’s official Hashem
Safieddine said on October 3, in removing
American occupation (and by default, Saudi
influence) from Lebanese state institutions.

It was during this week in 2017 that
the Saudi regime captured then-Prime
Minister Saad al-Hariri at the Riyadh Ritz
Carlton Hotel and tortured him in a forced
resignation, frustrated at the former prime
minister’s incompetency and inability in
thwarting Hezbollah. With the four-year
anniversary of the former prime minister’s
kidnapping taking place this week, the
resurfacing of Kordahi's  month-old
comments represents the Arab Quartet’s
regional political objectives - from failing
in Syria post-2011 and Yemen post-2015 -
finally being laid to rest in Lebanon.

Julia MK is a Beirut-based analyst, writer,
and political commentator. Along with regular
appearances on PressTV, her work has also
appeared in Al-Mayadeen, Al-Akhbar, Mirat al-
Jazeera, Counterpunch, and elsewhere.
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UNESCO-tagged Uramanat, ancient hills
in Kordestan made national heritage

T

TEHRAN - The UNESCO-tagged Cultural
Landscape of Uramanat, along with three an-
cient hills and a historical mansion in Kordes-
tan province have recently been inscribed on
the national heritage list.

The Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts on Monday announced the
inscriptions in separate letters to the gov-
ernor-general of the western province, CHTN
reported.

Stretched on the slopes of Sarvabad coun-
ty, and shared between the provinces of
Kordestan and Kermanshah, the rural area
of Uramanat embraces dense and step-like

rows of houses in a way that the roof of each
house forms the yard of the upper one, a fea-
ture that adds to its charm and attractive-
ness.

As the cultural landscape covers 300 vil-
lages and in terms of architecture and land-
scape, it is one of the most beautiful and pre-
sentable heritages in the world.

Uramanat, also called Uraman, is consid-
ered a cradle of Kurdish art and culture from
the days of yore. Pirshalyar, which is named
after a legendary local figure, is amongst
time-honored celebrations and rituals that
are practiced annually across the region.

The name Kordestan refers to the region’s
principal inhabitants. After the Turkish in-
vasion of Iran in the 11th century CE (Seljuk
period), that name was given to the region
comprising the northwestern Zagros Moun-
tains.

It was during the reign of Abbas | the Great
of Iran’s Safavid dynasty (1501-1736) that
the Kurds rose to prominence, having been
enlisted by Abbas | to help stem the attacks
of the marauding Uzbeks from the east in the
early 17th century.

Castle to turn into anthropology

museum

TEHRAN - The historical castle of Sardar
Afshar in Takab county, northwestern West
Azarbaijan province is planned to be turned
into an anthropology museum, Takab’s Gover-
nor has said.

“Takab county has the greatest amount of
cultural and historical assets in the province,
and to demonstrate this heritage and histori-
calidentity, a museum of anthropology is nec-
essary,” Amir Sotudefarannounced on Sunday.

With an area of one acre, the Qajar-era
(1789-1925) Sardar Afshar Castle is a suitable
monument to be turned into a museum, the
official added.

From very early history to modern times,
defensive walls have often been necessary for
cities to survive in an ever-changing world of
invasion and conquest.

Fortifications in antiquity were designed
primarily to defeat attempts at the escalade,
and to the defense of territories in warfare,
and were also used to solidify rule in a region
during peacetime.

Uruk in ancient Sumer (Mesopotamia) is
one of the world’s oldest known walled cities.
The Ancient Egyptians also built fortresses
on the frontiers of the Nile Valley to protect
against invaders from neighboring territories.

Many of the fortifications of the ancient

Historical sabat in Meybod undergoes
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world were built with mud brick, often leaving
them no more than mounds of dirt for today’s
archaeologists.

West Azarbaijan embraces a variety of lush
natural sceneries, cultural heritage sites,
and museums including the UNESCO sites of
Takht-e Soleyman and Qareh Klise (St. Thad-
deus Monastery), Teppe Hasanlu, and the ru-
ined Bastam Citadel.

The region was home to several ancient
civilizations. According to Britannica, it was
conquered by Alexander the Great in the 4th
century BC and was named Atropatene af-
ter one of Alexander’s generals, Atropates,
who established a small kingdom there. Ul-
timately, the area returned to the Persian
(Iranian) rule under the Sasanians in the 3rd
century CE.

' Cultural heritage experts on standby

following Hormozgan earthquake

TEHRAN -Cultural heritage ex-
perts are on standby following a
powerful 6.4 magnitude earth-
quake that rattled Fin county,
southern Hormozgan province, on
Sunday.

Due to the severity of the earth-
quake and the significance of his-
torical buildings, teams of experts
have been dispatched to the region
to inspect any possible harms to
historical sites of the province, the
provincial tourism chief Sohrab
Banavand announced on Monday.

So far, there have been no re-
ports of damage to historical
monuments, the official added.

Two people are confirmed
dead and three injured, after the
earthquake occurred at a depth
of 15 kilometers and was felt
in the neighboring province of
Kerman and Qeshm Island in the
Persian Gulf.

In rural areas of Fin, a number
of houses have been damaged.
There were also reports of power
and telecommunication outages
in some parts of Hormozgan.

According to regional media,

Aview of historical Fin Castle in Fin county, Southern Hormozgan province.

the force of the quake was so
strong that tremors measuring
2.3 on the Richter scale could be
felt across the United Arab Emir-
ates and Saudi Arabia.

Known as the province of is-
lands, Hormozgan province is
located on the northern coasts
of the Persian Gulf. It embraces
scenic islands among which Kish,

Hormuz, Hengam, and Qeshm are
the most beautiful ones and top
tourist destinations in southern
Iran.

Over the past couple of de-
cades, the coral Kish Island has
become a beach resort where vis-
itors can swim, shop, and sample
a laid-back and relatively liber-
ated local lifestyle. It is home to

free-trade-zone status, with ev-
er-growing hotels, shopping cen-
ters, apartment blocks, and retail
complexes.

Hormuz, which is mostly bar-
ren and hilly, is situated some
eight kilometers off the coast on
the Strait of Hormuz, which at-
tracts many tourists by its color-
ful mountains, silver sand shores,
and great local people.

Hengam Island has scenery
rocky shores, serene sunset, and
kind natives, which can attract
travelers who enjoy a relaxing
trip by spending time on this
tranquil island.

Qeshm Island is a heaven for
eco-tourists as it embraces
wide-ranging attractions such
as the Hara marine forests and
about 60 villages dotted most-
ly across its rocky coastlines.
The island also features geo-
logically eye-catching canyons,
hills, caves, and valleys, most of
which are protected as part of
the UNESCO-tagged Qeshm Is-
land Geopark, itself a haven for
nature-lovers.

Bishapur’s Anahita Temple insulated

TEHRAN - An insulation work has re-
cently been completed on the ancient
temple of Anahita in Bishapur, southern
Fars province, a local tourism official has
announced.

One of the unique remnants of the early
Sassanid era (224 CE-651), the temple was
insulated to prevent water from penetrat-
ing its corridors, Mohammad Salehpour
said on Monday.

Over a period of three weeks, cultural
heritage experts insulated the roof of the
monument with mud and lime materials,
the official added.

The Anahita Temple is the name of one
of two archaeological sites in Iran popu-
larly thought to have been attributed to
the ancient deity Anahita. The larger and
more widely known of the two is located
at Kangavar in Kermanshah province. The
other is located at Bishapur.

Anabhita, also known as Anaitis, and Ana-
hit, was an ancient Iranian goddess of roy-
alty, water, and fertility; she is particularly
associated with the last.

Possibly of Mesopotamian origin, her
cult was made prominent by Artaxerxes
I, and statues and temples were set up in
her honor throughout the Persian empire.

A common cult of the various peoples of
the empire at that time, it persisted in Asia
Minor long afterward. In the Avesta she is
called Ardvi Sura Anahita (“Damp, Strong,
Untainted”); this seems to be an amalgam
of two originally separate deities, accord-
ing to Britannica.

In Greece, Anahiti was identified with
Athena and Artemis. She is mentioned in
the sacred book of Zoroastrianism, the
Avesta, note, and three Achaemenid Royal
Inscriptions from the reign of Artaxerxes
[l Mnemon (r.404-358 BCE). There were
sanctuaries for Anahita in Bactra, in Ec-
batana, in Artaxata, in Zela, and Hierocae-
sarea, according to Livius.org; a website
on ancient history written and maintained
since 1996 by the Dutch historian Jona
Lendering.

The goddess is also represented in Da-
rabgird and Tag-e Bostan. Modern schol-
ars have suggested that Anahita was also
venerated at Kangavar, Qadamgah, and
Bishapur, where sanctuaries have been
found that can plausibly be identified as
water temples. However, not every aquatic
deity automatically equates with Anahita,
so there is room for doubt.

A glimpse of ancient city of Bishapur

Bishapur (literally, “The city of Shapur”)
was the grand capital of the Sassanid king,
Shapur | whose armies defeated the Ro-
mans three times.

Like an arch bridge at Shushtar, much
of Bishapur was allegedly built by Roman
soldiers taken captive after their Emperor
Valerian was defeated in c. 260 CE.

Bishapur is situated south of modern
Faliyan, just off the ancient road between
Persis and Elam, which connected the Sa-
sanian capitals Istakhr (close to Persepo-
lis) and Firuzabad to Susa and Ctesiphon.
The city was built near a river crossing.

The site has been partly excavated so
far, revealing the Palace of Shapur and the
nearby Temple of Anahita, where a stair-
way leads underground to a pool around
which the faithful once walked and prayed.
Bishapur was not a completely novel set-
tlement: archaeologists have found re-
mains from the Elamite and Parthian ages.

Many architectural aspects of Bishapur
look Roman and do not belong to Iranian
building traditions. An example is what
specialists call the “Hippodamian Plan”,
which means that the city looks like a
gridiron, while Iranian cities usually were
circular.

The city, surrounded by walls that may
have stood some ten meters high, was in-
habited by some 50,000 to 80,000 people.

Bishapur remained an important city
until the Arab invasion of Persia and the
rise of Islam in the second quarter of the
seventh century. It became a center of
Islamic learning (a madrassah has been
excavated) and there were still people liv-
ing over here in the tenth century, but the
decline had started in the seventh century.

$142m invested in West

TEHRAN - A historical sa-
bat in the ancient town of
Meybod, central Yazd prov-
ince, has undergone urgent
restoration, Meybod’s tour-
ism chief has announced.

Due to the recent rains in
Meybod and the destruc-
tion of parts of this sabat,
urgent restoration was un-
dertaken in order to pre-
vent further damage, CHTN
quoted Mehrdad Zolfagari
as saying on Monday.

The project involves re-
pairing the damaged parts,
strengthening walls and
rooftop using cob material,
and restoring arches, the
official added.

Sabat is an arched struc-
ture built between the op-
posite buildings on both
sides of a narrow street in
tropical and desert areas
and it creates shade and a
cool place for passers-by.
Due to its semi-covered na-
ture, this structure creates

urgent restoration

air blinds in summer, which
cools the air inside sabat
and in winter makes the air
warmer.

According to UNESCO,
Meybod is a remarkable ex-
ample of the viability and
transmission of human be-
ing’s collective thoughts
from different generations
to the present one. “What
is significant in the city of
Meybod is the regularity in
city planning. The anato-
my and spatial structure of
the city show original plans
which conform with the old
[ranian city planning.”

Wedged between the
northern Dasht-e Kavir and
the southern Dasht-e Lut
on a flat plain, Yazd enjoys a
very harmonious public-re-
ligious architecture that
dates from different eras.

Yazd is usually referred
to as a delightful place to
stay, or a “don’t miss” des-
tination by almost all of its

visitors. The city is full of
mudbrick houses that are
equipped with innovative
badgirs (wind catchers), at-
mospheric alleyways, and
many Islamic and Iranian
monuments that shape its
eye-catching city landscape.

It is a living testimony to
the intelligent use of lim-
ited available resources in
the desert for survival. Wa-
ter is brought to the city by
the ganat system. Each dis-

trict of the city is built on a
ganat and has a communal
center.

The use of earth in build-
ings includes walls and
roofs by the construction
of vaults and domes. Hous-
es are built with courtyards
below ground level, serv-
ing underground areas.
Wind-catchers, courtyards,
and thick earthen walls
create a pleasant microcli-
mate.

Azarbaijan tourism

TEHRAN - Some six trillion rials ($142.8 million
at the official exchange rate of 42,000 rials per
dollar) has been invested in the tourism sector of
West Azarbaijan, the provincial tourism chief has
announced.

Across the province, 60 projects are currently un-
derway, with a progress rate of more than 50 per-
cent, Jalil Jabbari said on Saturday, CHTN reported.

Through the implementation of the projects, 1,500
job opportunities will be created in the northwest-
ern province within three years, the official added.

The province’s cultural heritage department is
currently focused on developing water tourism and
modern tourism, such as building glass bridges,
suspension bridges, and zip lines, he mentioned.

He also noted that the province’s tourism sector is
open to private investments.

Back in October, the official announced that the
province will increase its accommodation capacity
by 974 rooms and 2007 beds through the opening of
the ongoing hotel projects.

Back in April, the official announced that tour-
ism-related projects generated 1,767 job opportu-
nities across the province during the past Iranian
calendar year 1399 (ends March 21).

“The largest number of jobs is related to the issu-
ance of licenses for handicraft producers, which has

Aview of Lake Takht-e Soleyman in Takab, West
Azarbaijan provicne

led to the employment of 549 persons,” he noted.

West Azarbaijan embraces a variety of lush natu-
ral sceneries, cultural heritage sites, and museums
including the UNESCO sites of Takht-e Soleyman
and Qareh Klise (St. Thaddeus Monastery), Teppe
Hasanlu, and the ruined Bastam Citadel.

The region was home to several ancient civiliza-
tions. According to Britannica, it was conquered by
Alexander the Great in the 4th century BC and was
named Atropatene after one of Alexander’s gen-
erals, Atropates, who established a small kingdom
there. Ultimately, the area returned to the Persian
(Iranian) rule under the Sasanians in the 3rd cen-
tury CE.



Benefactors donate$2mto SOCIETY

construct schools

TEHRAN - School building bene-
factors have allocated a sum of 85
billion rials (around $2 million at the
official rate of 42,000 rials) to con-
struct educational spaces across the
country, IRNA reported on Monday.

“Brick-by-brick” national plan
started early last year (March
2020 - March 2021), aiming to
attract public participation for
school construction in deprived
areas even by buying a brick.

In order to implement this proj-
ect, 1.3 million women, students,
and volunteer groups participat-
ed, Mohammad-Ali Ghorchi-Beigi,
deputy director of the Organization
for Development, Renovation, and
Equipping Schools, said.

Currently, the construction of
schools has started in 31 provinces of
the country, he further stated.

[ran has many school-building
benefactors amounting to 650,000

people inside and 1,000 people out-
side the country.

A total of 36 trillion rials (nearly
$857 million at the official rate of
42,000 rials) has been allocated to
renovate the schools nationwide
over the past 8 years, Seyed Moham-
mad-Ali Afshani, former head of the
Organization for Development, Ren-
ovation, and Equipping Schools, said.

According to Nasser Ghofli, the di-
rector of the School-Building Donors
Association, 400 school-building
charities have been registered in the

country so far. school-building charities in Iran.
107,000 schools need renovation Iran has many school-building
lran h as many nationwide benefactors amounting to 650,000

school-building
benefactors
amounting
to 650,000
people inside
and 1,000
people outside
the country.

There are some 107,000 schools
nationwide with 530,000 classes,
160,000 of which are dilapidat-
ed, not meeting safety standards,
accounting for 30 percent of the
schools nationwide.

Mehrollah Rakhshanimehr, direc-
tor of the Organization for Develop-
ment, Renovation, and Equipment
said in August 2020 that some 30
percent of the country’s schools have
been constructed by school-build-
ing benefactors and there are 450

people inside and 1,000 people out-
side the country.

About 10 percent of charitable
schools are built with the partici-
pation of charities abroad. This is
a valuable asset, which should be
promoted.

The Organization for Development,
Renovation, and Equipping Schools
started operating in the Iranian cal-
endar year 1396 (March 2017-March
2018), which received a budget of 8.5
trillion rials (about $200 million).

Smuggled goods worth $9.5m seized nationwide

TEHRAN - Smuggled goods worth 400 billion
rials (nearly $9.5 million at the official rate of
42,000 rials) have been seized across the coun-
try over the past week, Hadi Rafiei Kia, the police
chief, said on Monday.

Customs police detectives were stationed in
official bases with smart monitoring systems to
identify the smuggled shipments, he stated.

The smuggled items include basic goods, home
appliances, electronic equipment, car, and mobile
phone accessories, clothes, ILNA reported.

He went on to say that 13 vehicles and 19 crim-
inals were arrested during the implementation of
the plan.

$20-25 hillion of smuggled goods annually

Every year, $20-25 billion worth of goods are
smuggled in and out of the country, which, if
stopped, will create hundreds of thousands of jobs,
Hassan Norouzi, a member of the Parliament, has
said.

In the Iranian calendar year 1396 (March
2017-March 2018), $12 billion was smuggled into
Iran and $900 million out of the country, according
to the Headquarters for Combating the Smuggling
of Commodities and Foreign Exchange.

According to some reports, over ten million
liters of gasoline are smuggled out of Iran on a
daily basis, adding up to 3.65 billion liters every
year. Other reports put the number higher. On

December 19, 2018, a government spokesman
said every day 11.5 million liters of gasoline are
smuggled out of Iran. Ali Adyani, a member of
the Iranian Parliament’s Energy Committee has
quoted various sources as putting the figure at
10,15, and even 20 million liters a day.

Mohammad Hassan Nejad, another member of
the committee, says the smuggled fuel amounts
to 22 million liters per day. With a 50 cent per liter
profit, the total daily income adds up to 400 trillion
rials annually or $3.3 billion, nearly the same as the
country’s annual development budget.

In addition to gasoline smuggling, other fuels
such as kerosene and diesel are also smuggled,;
not in lesser quantities.

In June 2020, the first phase of the national
anti-smuggling plan was implemented with the
priority of customs, tobacco, and transit goods
nationwide.

Newly-identified fish named after “Ali Daei”

TEHRAN - A new species of fish
discovered by an Iranian-German
research team was named after
former Iranian professional footbal-
ler and top goalscorer “Ali Daei” due
to his humanitarian activities after
the 2018 earthquake in the western
province of Kermanshah, which is the
sole habitat of the fish.

Until now, the “Glyptothorax al-
idaeii” species was only found in
headwater streams in the upper
Karkheh drainage, Seymareh river in
southwest Kermanshah.

Some 5 species of catfish have

been discovered and introduced
during 10-year research, Mehr re-
ported on Monday.

Iranian and German researchers
have worked on the fish species in
the catchment area of the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers in Iran; Turkey, Syr-
ia, and Irag and published an article

Ali Daei is the
scorer of 109 goals
for Iran.

in Zootaxa journal discovering un-
known species of this family.

New fish species are named in re-
spect to the prominent people in the
biological sciences, great poets such
as Ferdowsi, Hafez, Amirkabir, Pro-
fessor Samiei, and Mohammad Reza
Shajarian.

Ali Daei is the scorer of 109 goals
for Iran and is the highest goal scorer
of the world after Portugal’s forward
Cristiano Ronaldo.

He represented Iran national foot-
ball team from 1993 to 2006.

Daei played for three German clubs

ENGLISH IN USE

Arminia Bielefeld, Bayern Munich and
Hertha BSC from 1997 to 2002.
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Straight Truth

Foreign aid to Afghan refugeesinlranis

small: UNHCR

From page 1 » Freijsen traveled to Mashhad
on Monday with five other heads of interna-
tional organizations to address the latest sit-
uation of Afghan refugees.

The number of Afghan citizens with residence
permits in Khorasan Razavi is 350,000, 96 percent
of whom live in Mashhad city.

Due to the recent conflicts in Afghanistan and
the possibility of a new wave of refugees, the
Islamic Republic will not be able to accept new-
comers due to existing restrictions and lack of
necessary facilities, he lamented.

In 2021 alone, UNHCR is directly aware of
some 18,000 Afghans who newly arrived in Iran
using irregular routes, although the total num-
ber that has entered the country is likely to be
significantly higher. Since the beginning of the
year, over 660,000 persons were newly dis-
placed within Afghanistan itself.

However, in light of the pandemic, all refu-
gees, even those undocumented, benefited from
access to free primary health services and free
COVID-19 related testing, treatment, and hospi-
talization, just like Iranian nationals.

The same happened for the vaccination when
the country has generously considered refugees
over the age of 75 for vaccination

Iran hosting  world’s
fourth-largest refugee com-
munity

Iran is hosting the worlds
fourth-largest refugee commu-
nity. The country has generously
hosted approximately 1 million

In 2021 alone,
UNHCR is
directly aware
of some 18,000

against coronavirus.

In order to support the ref-
ugees living in the country, the
seventh phase of the health in-
surance plan will cover 120,000
vulnerable refugees through a
memorandum of understand-

;if: ,ﬁ:’:jirﬁ:; wﬁic?]ars;aﬁwolyyci?z Afghans who ing signed between the Health
from bAfghanistan and Irag, livle nery arrived lljllfil}cgiinﬁaggiznIZHaigf?nC?)?:n;cize
in urban areas. Approximately . . . -
31000 of the most vulnerable in Iran usmng sioner for Refugees.

refugees live in 20 settlements irregu[ar routes. In Iran, UNHCR is seeking $16.2

located throughout the country.

million for its COVID-19 emer-

Based on the latest statistics,
over 3 million Afghans are living in Iran - some
780,000 Afghan refugees, over 2 million undoc-
umented Afghans, and another 600,000 Afghan
passport-holders with Iranian visas.

gency, while requires an addi-
tional $98.7 million to support Iran in maintaining
and sustaining its commendable inclusive refugee
policies, under the umbrella of the Solutions Strat-
egy for Afghan Refugees (SSAR).

Can climate change affect your health?

One of the lesser-known consequences of the
climate crisis is the impact that rising tempera-
tures will have on our health.

Just weeks before the Cop26 climate confer-
ence started scientists and medical professionals
warned that unless urgent action is taken to pre-
vent climate change it could have wide-ranging
consequences for health outcomes.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) released
areport arguing that the burning of fossil fuels “is
killing us” and that climate change “is the biggest
single threat to humanity”.

The report added that climate change is lead-
ing to death and illness from increasingly extreme
weather such as heatwaves and floods, disrup-
tions to food systems, increases in disease spread
and mental health issues.

In Canada, this week a doctor suffering from
breathing issues has been the first patient world-
wide suffering from ‘climate change’ as his symp-
toms were due to poor air quality and heatwaves.

1. From extreme heat to worsening hunger
and water shortages, accelerating climate
change will have a far reaching impact on
health, experts have said.

The WHO estimates that between 2030 and

2050, climate change is expected to cause around
250, 000 additional deaths per year, from malnu-

trition, malaria, diarrhoea and heat stress.

Alot of these deaths are linked to the occurrence
of extreme weather events such as heatwaves,
flooding and storms, that disrupt food systems
and also cause various illnesses.

Andy Haines, a professor of environmen-
tal change and public health from the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, told
Cop26 that climate change is already driving di-
verse health threats around the world.

For example, the ranges of insect-carried dis-
eases such as malaria and dengue are altering as
weather patterns shift, and heat deaths are swift-
ly rising, with over a third of those recorded from
1990-2018 attributed to climate change, he said.

The rising toll of wildfires, floods, droughts and
extreme heat have hit the headlines in recent years
and have a torrid impact on our physical health.

But these events are also having “really devas-
tating effects” on mental health, alongside worries
among many people about the future under wors-
ening climate change, Haines added.

As permafrost melts in the fast-warming Arc-
tic, it could even expose “Methuselah organisms”
- long frozen and potentially deadly bacteria and
viruses, he said.

“As we release these we don’t know what is go-
ing to happen to human health,” he added.

k COVID-19 UPDATES ON NOVEMBER 15
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

An ignorant person will always overdo a thing or
neglect it totally.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times»Noon:11:49  Evening: 17:15

Dawn: 5:16 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 6:42 (tomorrow)

Iran: Myths and legends

Part 6

The myth is important for its understanding
of the function of ritual sacrifice: it is what
maintains the natural order. Secondly, sacrifice
is a holy activity, something appropriate
for Ohrmazd himself to perform, a theme
discussed below concerning the renovation
and Zurvanism.

In Iranian thought sacrifice is not, as is in
so many religions, something offered only by
humans in their petitions to, or devotion for,
the divine. Itis a powerful, holy act, appropriate
for any good power to perform, and by it world
order is sustained and spiritual power is
activated.

Another figure associated with water and
the source of life is the female divine power,
Aredvi Sura Anahita (Anahid). The key text
is Aban Yasht.

She is said to drive a chariot pulled by four
white horses: wind, rain, cloud, and sleet. She
nurtures crops and cattle and is the source of
fertility, purifying male sperm and a woman’s
womb as well as a mother’s milk; she sends
down the waters by day and night.

Major religious figures offer her sacrifice,
Ahura Mazda in Eranwez, Yima and Zoroaster,
also in Eranwez, and Vishtasp (Goshtasp). But
sherefused the requests of others, for example
Azhi Dahaka and enemies of Iran.

She will not accept libations from the
deformed or wicked. She is strong, bright, tall,
beautiful, pure, and nobly born. She wears a
golden crown with eight rays and a hundred
stars, and a gold mantle and necklace.

Such details have led scholars to suggest
that statues of her were erected, as the
ancient Greek historian Berossus reports
regarding western parts of the Iranian empire.
Other scholars have suggested that she was
incorporated into Iranian mythology from
external (Babylonian?) sources, for there is
no obvious Indian parallel to indicate an Indo-
[ranian origin.

That is plausible and may be part of the
introduction of statues, which were not part
of ancient Iranian tradition. It is possible that
a tradition had more than one fertility figure.
Mythologies are commonly complex and
evocative, rather than coldly logical.

Two figures associated with one
phenomenon are not necessarily indicative of
two ‘sects’. Yasht 5 reinforces the point made
above; in Iranian thought sacrifice is a holy and
powerful act in itself, one appropriate for gods
as well as humans.

The myth of creation is the most important
Zoroastrian nature myth. The key text
is Greater Bundahishn. The Bd. passages are
paraphrased in Zadspram. Dk. VIII states that
myth was in the now lost Avestan Chihrdad
Nask.

The Creation myth is based on the ancient
Iranian concept of the universe outlined above.
The theological understanding of why and how
the cosmos was made is distinctly Zoroastrian.

Ahura Mazda on high in goodness and
omniscience knew Ahriman existed in deepest
darkness, whereas the ignorant Ahriman was
unaware of the creator’s existence; between
them was the void.

Immediately Ahriman became aware of
Ohrmazd’s existence, true to his malicious
nature, he attacked, seeking to destroy. Failing,
he fell back into darkness and miscreated
many deevs (Daeva).

Ohrmazd offered peace if Ahriman would

A 4th-century Sassanid silver bowl
featuring a high-relief decoration of
the Goddess Anahita. (CAIS)

praise the Good Creation; Ahriman, mistakenly
suspecting weakness, refused. Ohrmazd knew
it was necessary to fix a time limit of 9,000
years to the conflict; otherwise evil could
triumph.

This condition was accepted by Ahriman in
his stupidity. As Ohrmazd proceeded with his
Good Creation from his essence of light, so
Ahriman produced his counter-creation out of
his “essence of darkness in the form of a toad,
ashen, worthy of hell, sinful as is the most
sinful noxious beast”.

Each fashioned the non-material (menog),
then the material (getig) forms. First among
the Good Creation were the sacred prayers,
specifically the Ahunwar (an excellent example
of a myth legitimating a ritual), the Beneficent
Immortals (Amesha Spentas) and the material
creations of sky, water, earth, beneficent plant,
the uniquely created bull, and the first person,
Gayomard.

He also created Fire, which permeated all
creation. The fravashis were given the choice
of assuming material form in order to fight
evil, so they may then again become perfect
and deathless, the ultimate expression of the
Zoroastrian doctrine of free will.

Ahriman fashioned the chief demons and
attacked the good creation. He pierced and
entered the middle of the earth from the
waters beneath. “And the Sky feared him as
the sheep the wolf .. like a fly; he rushed upon
all creation.”

He made the midday dark, as if it were night,
and set free noxious creatures with greed,
need, and disease upon the Earth, on the bull
and on Gayomard. On the Fire he inflicted
smoke.

The Daevas and the Yazatas paired off
in combat. The whole of the two creations
were in conflict: Falsehood against Truth, the
sorcerer’s spell against the holy manthra, the
Evil eye against spiritual sight, excess and
deficiency against right measure, pollution
against purity.

The forces of good and evil are so different
that two vocabularies are used: the good have
heads and hands, they speak, go, and die,
whereas the evil have skulls and claws, they
howl, hurtle, and perish.

When Ahriman sought to leave the polluted
world, his exit was blocked by the fravashis.
He was trapped in a world characterized by
life the opposite of his evil, destructive nature,
in stark contrast to much Indian and Western
mythology, where spiritual good is imprisoned
in an alien material universe.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued

Calligrapher
Mohammad Ehsai
finishes inscribing
Holy Quran in
mohaqqaq script

TEHRAN - World-celebrated
Iranian calligrapher Mohammad
Ehsai has finished inscribing the
Holy Quran in mohaqggaq script, a
style of Islamic calligraphy.

In a press release published on
Sunday by Golestan Gallery, where
a collection of his works in the
style of siah mashq is currently
being showcased, he said that his
emotions were under the influence
of the words of Allah over the
decade he spent inscribing the
entire Holy Quran.

He noted, “Over these past ten
years, | totally directed my focus
toward writing the dear Quran,
nevertheless, | have had the project
in mind for forty years and have
worked on it

“Although | have also carried
out some other works over the
period, all my behavior, decisions
and emotions were totally under
the influence of writing the words
of Allah”

82-year-old Ehsai has done the

calligraphy of the Holy Quran in
2650 pages, each of which carries
five lines. Majid Fadian, a renowned
Iranian bookbinder, is preparing
the copy of the Holy Quran for
publication.

Mohagqaq script is a style of
Islamic calligraphy invented by Ibn
al-Bawwab, an Arabic calligrapher
and illuminator who lived during
the 10th and 11th centuries.

“This style is known as ‘Iranian
prose,” Ehsai said and added,
“When they call it by that name,
it creates more of a feeling of
responsibility to revive it

“Since nobody works in this style
nowadays, | eagerly decided to
revive it but in my own style and
contemporary form,” Ehsai stated.

While he has met all the rules
for inscribing in the mohaqqag
style, he acknowledged that
traces of his personal interest in
calligraphic painting can be seen in
the inscriptions of the verses.

He said that it is not clear when

Calligrapher Mohammad Ehsai poses after the opening ceremony of an
exhibition of his works at Golestan Gallery in Tehran on November 5, 2021,
(Honaronline/Mohammad Namazi)

the Quran will be published, and
added, “Mr. Fadaian is doing his
best with love just as | did. He
has put all his noble energies into
practice in working on this book,
however, only the original owner
of this Holy Book knows everything
and is perfect”

Ehsai is mostly famous for his
numerous calligraphic paintings
and works created in nastalig,
which have been showcased at
exhibitions and auctions across the
world.

Following this long period of
doing calligraphy of the Holy Quran
in mohaqqgaq script, the master
returned to his favorite style,
nastalig, during the pandemic by
creating a collection of works in
siah mashg, a style of nastalig

script which is primarily focused on
technique and shape rather than
meaning,

The collection, which is the
result of Ehsai's doing practice
exercises to prepare his hand for
nastalig script, is currently on view
at Tehran’s Golestan Gallery in an
exhibit that ends on Wednesday.

The home quarantine provided
moretimeforhimsoheembellished
every night of the period by
creating pages of siah mashq,
which have also been published ina
book entitled “Mohammad Ehsai’s
Homework’”.

The gallery earlier showcased a
collection of photos of the world’s
museums taken by Ehsai during
the late 1960s and early 1970s
during his university years.

Movies by Iranians to compete in Berlin Interfilm festival

TEHRAN - Iranian movies “Donkey”, “Crab”
and “Daily Massacre in Tehran” will be
competing in the 37th edition of the Berlin
International Short Film Festival - Interfilm,
which will open on Wednesday.

“Donkey” directed by Nader Farahwaschy
is a co-production between Iran and
Germany.

It tells the story of two estranged brothers
who are both struggling with significant issues
in their lives. They set off on a journey through
the deserted landscape of Eastern Iran, where
they must decide whether or not to help a
refugee cross the Iranian-Afghan border.

“Crab” is an animated movie produced
at the |Institute for the Intellectual
Development of Children and Young Adults.

It is about a shy schoolboy who is
interested in performing in a play with his
school’s theater troupe. But the only part

[ 8 T
A scene from “Donkeys” by Nader Farahwaschy.

offered to him is to play the role of a crab.

The movie directed by Shiva Sadeq-Asadi
has been screened at many international
festivals and has won several awards,
including the Golden Horseman of the
Audience in the International Competition
and the Special Mention of the International
Competition Youth Jury at the 33rd Dresden

International Short Film Festival in Germany.

Directed by Hessam Hamidi, “Daily Massacre
in Tehran” was picked as best film at the Rio de
Janeiro International Short Film Festival last
week.

The film follows Fuad, a 12-year-old boy
who has come to the capital city from one of
the surrounding cities to support his mother’s
living expenses in addition to those associated
with her illness.

He is ready and willing to take on any
paying job and engage in any business,
including slaughtering roosters, sifting
through garbage and carrying loads. He
encounters problems and difficulties when
engaging in each job. “Daily Massacre in
Tehran” portrays pieces and layers from the
life and problems of a young, small-town
boy in the capital city.

The Internfilm will run until November 21.

“The Glass Menagerie” comes to Tehran theater

TEHRAN - A reading performance
of “The Glass Menagerie”, a memory
play by American playwright
Tennessee Williams, was staged at
Tehran’s Azhman Theater on Sunday
evening.

Mehdi Asgharian is directing the
play based on a Persian translation
by Marjan Bakht-Minu.

Asgahrian also plays a role in
the play and his troupe will give
a performance every night until
November 19.

Amir Bashirenejad, Sarina Gudarzi,
Marmar Motamedi-Dana, Nazanin
Qorbani, Delara Tayyebi and Masureh
Kameli are main members of the
cast.

Other Iranian troupes have
previously performed the play. The
latest onewasareading performance
of the play staged by director Romina
Jahandideh at Tehran's Jamshid

Mashayekhi Theater in February.

Earlier in 2017, director Mikail
Shahrestani’s troupe performed it at
Tehran’s Theater House.

Tom, the protagonist in “The Glass
Menagerie”, recalls scenes from
his youth during the height of the
Depression. It shows his mother,
Amanda, trying to maintain a lost
gentilityinthemidst of overwhelming
poverty and cajoling her children into
her idea of happiness.

Tom also has a crippled older
sister, Laura, who resembles her
collection of glass animals in her
delicate beauty and fragility.

Tom works in a shoe factory to
contribute to the family’s support
while dreaming of becoming a
poet. At his mother’s insistence, he
brings a friend from work home as a
possible suitor for Laura. The suitor
went to high school with Laura. He is

A poster for Tennessee Williams’
“The Glass Menagerie’.

the only boy that she has ever had a
crush on.

The evening turns into a disaster.
After Jim leaves, Amanda scolds Tom,
who runs off to join the merchant
marine shortly after that disastrous
night. But, as Tom tells the audience,
he was never able to leave his guilt
behind. So, in the end, none of them
escaped from the traps in which they
were caught.

The play catapulted Williams from

obscurity to fame. It has strong
autobiographical elements, featuring
characters based on its author, his
histrionic mother, and his mentally
fragile sister Laura.

In writing the play, Williams drew
on an earlier short story, as well as a
screenplay he had written under the
title of “The Gentleman Caller”.

The play premiered in Chicago
in 1944. After a shaky start, it was
championed by Chicago critics
Ashton Stevens and Claudia Cassidy,
whose enthusiasm helped build
audiences so the producers could
move the play to Broadway where
it won the New York Drama Critics’
Circle Award in 1945.

“The Glass Menagerie” was
Williams® first successful play.
He went on to become one of
America’s most highly regarded
playwrights.

W. Somerset Maugham’s “Razor’s Edge” appears in Persian

Front cover of the Persian translation of
William Somerset Maugham’s novel “The
Razor’s Edge’.

TEHRAN - A Persian translation of William
Somerset Maugham’s novel “The Razor’s Edge”
has been published.

Mehrdad Nabili has translated the book
released by the Elmi Farhangi Publishing
Company.

The book first published in 1944 is about
Larry Darrell, a young American pilot who is
traumatized by his experiences in World War | and
is in search of the absolute.

The progress of this spiritual odyssey
involves him with some of Maugham’s most
brilliant characters - his fiancée Isabel, whose
choice between love and wealth have lifelong
repercussions, and Elliot Templeton, her uncle, a
classic expatriate American snob.

The most ambitious of Maugham’s novels, this
is also one in which Maugham himself plays a
considerable part as he wanders in and out of the
story, to observe his characters struggling with

their fates.

The novel’s title comes from a translation of a
verse in the Katha Upanishad, paraphrased in the
book’s epigraph as: “The sharp edge of a razor is
difficult to pass over; thus the wise say the path
to Salvation is hard.

The book has twice been adapted into a film;
first in 1946 starring Tyrone Power and Gene
Tierney, with Herbert Marshall as Maugham
and Anne Baxter as Sophie, and then a 1984
adaptation starring Bill Murray.

During World War I, Maugham worked for the
British Secret Service. He traveled all over the
world, and made many visits to America. After
World War Il, Maugham made his home in the
south of France and continued to move between
England and Nice till his death in 1965.
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