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Report

Iran should hold 
nerve to make splash

By Masoud Hossein
TEHRAN – Iran national football team’s 

spot in the 2022 FIFA World Cup is almost 
booked and they have to concentrate to get 
prepared for the event from now on.

Iran have participated in the FIFA World 
Cup five times but they have not qualified for 
the knockout stage so far. 

The ‘Persian Leopards’ are leading the 
Asian teams in the FIFA ranking and have a 
wonderful opportunity to shine in the up-
coming edition. 

Iranian football team are acquainted with 
Qatar’s condition since the players have 
played in the Persian Gulf state for many 
times and the neighbor is like a second home 
for the country’s clubs. 

Iran can end their 44-year qualification 
drought for the first time, depending on how 
difficult is their group. 

Dragan Skocic’s appointment as Iran head 
coach was a controversial decision made 
by the football federation but the Croatian 
coach has proved that he is the right person 
to lead the team.

From now on, the football federation must 
focus on preparing the team. 

The Iranian golden generation can make 
splash for the first time ever.

Vahid Amiri, Sardar Azmoun, Mehdi Taremi, 
Ali Gholizadeh, Saman Ghoddos, Saeid Eza-
tolahi and Shoja Khalilzadeh, under tutelage 
of Skocic, will likely end the drought in Qatar 
if they avoid controversies. 

Iran football team must keep nerve for 
making history in Qatar. 

Time for the U.S. 
to really leave 
Afghanistan alone 

TEHRAN - The ruling Taliban government in 
Afghanistan has called on the United States 
to actively address the humanitarian crisis 
that many observers blame on Washington 
for creating in the war-ravaged country. A 
statement by the Taliban’s Foreign Ministry, 
noted the country’s increasing humanitarian 
and financial crises are a result of Washing-
ton freezing Kabul’s assets. 

In a statement it noted that “currently, the 
fundamental challenge of our people is fi-
nancial security and the roots of this concern 
lead back to the freezing of assets of our 
people by the American government.”

The United States Special Representative 
for Afghanistan, Thomas West responded 
by saying “U.S. officials made clear to the 
Taliban for years that if they pursued a mil-
itary takeover rather than a negotiated set-
tlement with fellow Afghans then critical 
non-humanitarian aid provided by the inter-
national community – in an economy enor-
mously dependent on aid, including for basic 
services – would all but cease.”

He also added, “Afghanistan was unfortu-
nately already suffering a terrible humani-
tarian crisis before mid-August, made worse 
by war, years of drought, and the pandemic.” 

The Taliban Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
Abdul Qahar Balkhi, pointed out that the 
comments that Afghanistan faced a hu-
manitarian crisis prior to August [when the 
Taliban took power] are true. He says “It is 
correct that economic problems have been 
inherited by the new government. Thus, ev-
eryone should fulfill their own responsibili-
ties to address the issue.”  Page 5

Western powers 
weaponizing UN 
against Third World: 
law professor

By Mohammad Mazhari
TEHRAN – A professor of internation-

al law at the University of Illinois College 
of Law says the United Nations has turned 
into a tool in the hands of Western powers in 
pressing the Third World, particularly Muslim 
nations.

“They (Western powers) control the United 
Nations and use the UN as a weapon against 
the Third World and in particular against 
Muslim states and peoples like Iran,” Francis 
Boyle tells the Tehran Times

 “I call it Bluewashing,” Boyle says 
Many critics blame international bodies, 

especially the UN, for a strong bias against 
undeveloped countries.

Despite UN declarations about human 
rights and sovereignty of every single mem-
ber state of this international body, the bitter 
fact is that more powerful countries or re-
gimes that pay more money can easily shape 
the international body’s approaches. 

“He who pays the piper calls the tune,” 
Boyle emphasizes.

Following is the text of the interview: 
Western powers always talk about the 

importance of international bodies like the 
UN and the necessity of commitment to in-
ternational norms. To what extent are they 
honest? 

Of course, they are completely dishonest. 
They control the United Nations and use the 
UN as a weapon against the Third World and 
in particular against Muslim states and peo-
ples like Iran. I call it Bluewashing.  Page 5

Iran: U.S. better 
come to Vienna 
with “tangible” 
guarantees

TEHRAN — Speaking at his weekly press 
briefing on Monday, Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said that the 
United States must provide “tangible” guar-
antees to Iran and the P4+1 when the talks 
are resumed in Vienna on November 29. 

Khatibzadeh also said that the IAEA direc-
tor general Rafael Grossi arrives in Tehran on 
Monday night. 

He also welcomed Syria’s possible return 
to the Arab League.

“Iran-IAEA relations have always tried to 
be technical within the framework of the 
Agency’s safeguards and procedures, and I 
hope this trip will be as constructive as pre-
vious ones,” the diplomat added. 

He stated, “We have always advised the 
Agency to stay on the path of technical co-
operation and not allow some countries to 
advance their political  Page 2

Kish Island ready to 
host Qatar World 
Cup spectators

TEHRAN – The Iranian island of Kish in the 
Persian Gulf is ready to host Qatar World Cup 
spectators as well as participating teams, 
the head of the Association of Kish Hoteliers, 
has announced.

The proximity of Kish to Qatar and the low-
er cost of staying on this island make it pos-
sible for spectators and teams to stay here 
during the World Cup, which will be held from 
November 21 to December 18, 2022, ISNA 
quoted Masihollah Safa as saying on Monday.

Due to the large leap taken by the Iranian 
national football team to participate in the 
World Cup, there is a need to increase the 
capacity of accommodation and reception 
services on Kish Island, the official explained.

Therefore 4,000 rooms are being prepared 
to accommodate Iranians and foreigners at-
tending the World Cup, he added.  Page 6

TEHRAN – The Ministry of Health has won 
the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force 
on the Prevention and Control of NCDs award 
(UNIATF 2021).

This year 19 organizations received the 
award in three categories of ministries of 
health (or government agency under a min-
istry of health); ministries (or government 
agencies) beyond health; and non-state ac-
tors (non-governmental organization, aca-
demic institutions, and philanthropy).

The Ministry of Health and Medical Educa-
tion of Iran for demonstrating excellence in 
delivering mental health services during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Winners are selected on the basis of de-
monstrative commitment to multisectoral 
action in preventing and controlling the 
NCD-related SDGs (at local, national, re-
gional, or international level) with particular 
weight given to nominations that demon-
strated evidence of one or more of the fol-

lowing: new and innovative activities; acting 
as an exemplar for others; overcoming signif-
icant obstacles; demonstrating outstanding 
leadership; and mobilizing resources, knowl-
edge or expertise.

Earlier in February, Ahmad al-Manzari, 
World Health Organization (WHO) Regional 
Director for Eastern Mediterranean said that 
Iran’s measures to control non-communica-
ble diseases (NCDs) is a role model for the 
Middle East (West Asia).  Page 7

TEHRAN - Iran’s exports of automobiles 
and auto parts have reached $58.407 million 
during the first seven months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 21-October 22), 
the spokesman of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA) announced.

Ruhollah Latifi said that of the mentioned 
figure $7.217 million was the value of auto-
mobile export.

According to the official, the destinations 
for the mentioned products were 12 countries 
on top of which stood Azerbaijan, followed by 
China, Spain, Russia, Senegal, Ukraine, Iraq 
and Turkey.

As previously reported, three major Irani-
an carmakers, namely Iran Khodro Company 
(IKCO), SAIPA Group, and Pars Khodro, man-
ufactured 501,635 vehicles during the first 

seven months of the current year.

The production by the mentioned compa-
nies has risen 1.1 percent compared to the 
previous year’s same seven months in which 
the output stood at 496,095.

During the said seven months, IKCO man-
ufactured 242,276 vehicles, which was 2.8 
percent less than the output in the same time 
span of the previous year.  Page 4

TEHRAN — If clearing a “white” murderer 
of all charges was not enough for you, take 
this one. Three U.S. congress members have 
offered an internship to the murderer. 

On November 19, Madison Cawthorn, Matt 

Gaetz, and Paul Gosar offered an internship 
position to Kyle Rittenhouse, a teenager who 
killed two protestors in August 2020.

They offered the position after the 18-year-
old Rittenhouse was found not guilty of the 

five counts he faces for shooting two pro-
testers and injuring a third during protests in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin last summer.

The next day, Rep. Cori Bush, D-Mo., called 
for the expulsion of House  Page 2

Health Ministry receives UNIATF award
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Ahovan caravanserai, a magnificent example of Iranian historical inns
Ahovan caravanserai is one of the most beautiful examples of Iranian historical 

inns. It is situated in a region of the same name in Semnan province.
Located along the Silk Road, the caravanserai was built from stone and mortar in 

the 11th century. It is on the shortlist of traditional inns that Iran seeks to inscribe on 
UNESCO World Heritage List.
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TEHRAN — A former diplomat has 
said that until the details of a draft 
interim agreement for restoring the 
2015 nuclear deal are not clarified, it 
will not be possible to make a correct 
judgment about it.

In an interview with IRNA published 
on Monday, Hamid Reza Asefi described 
the Ebrahim Raisi administration’s 
approach to the nuclear talks as logical 
and wise.

“The administration seeks to 
neutralize sanctions through internal 
mechanisms,” Asefi remarked. 

Accordingly, he said, the country’s 
resilience must be increased to make 
sanctions “practically ineffective.”

Stating that the realization of this 
goal is time consuming and does not 
happen overnight, the former Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said in efforts to 
increase the country’s economic power 
necessary mechanisms should be 
devised. 

For example, he suggested, 
production capacity must be increased 
and relations with neighbors and other 
countries be strengthened. 

Asefi recalled the experiences of 
Iran in the past four decades, especially 
since the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA) was signed, saying, “The 
accumulated experience of the Islamic 
Republic in the field of foreign policy and 
diplomacy proves the logical approach 
of the current administration on the 
importance of neutralizing sanctions 
at home and not making the country’s 
economy dependent on the outside.”

The former Iranian ambassador 
to France went on to say that the 
Raisi administration announced 
from the beginning that it respected 
the commitment of the previous 
administration and it will implement 
it, and here the difference between the 
administrations of Iran and the United 
States becomes clear.

“This administration adhered 
to the commitments of previous 
administrations, but the U.S. presidents 
did not adhere to the commitments of 
previous administrations.”

President Donald Trump quit the 
JCPOA – commonly called the 2015 
nuclear deal – that was inked by his 
predecessor President Barack Obama. 
Trump did this despite the fact that 
the UN Security Council adopted a 
resolution endorsing the agreement.

Asefi saw the past few months as 
an opportunity for the country’s new 
diplomacy and foreign policy team to 
review past developments.

He said the Vienna talks should be 
seen what steps the Americans are 
taking. “The Americans are moving in a 
multi-layered way, meaning that while 
emphasizing that they want to return 
to the JCPOA to fulfill their obligations, 
they are also imposing new sanctions.”

Until June, six rounds of talks were 
held between Iran and the remaining 
parties to the JCPOA to put the 
agreement on the right track. The talks, 
which started in April, started after the 
Biden administration said it is ready to 
rejoin the JCPOA.

IAEA actions one of layers of U.S. 
anti-Iran scenarios

The ex-diplomat said it a sign of 
“dishonesty” by the Americans that they 
impose sanctions while emphasize the 
need for negotiation to revitalize the 
nuclear pact.

“This approach will cause the new 
Iranian negotiating team to take a more 

cautious approach to U.S. promises and 
strengthen pessimism on the Iranian 
side.”

Asefi, who also served as Iran’s 
ambassador to the UAE and Germany, 
stated that Europe did not stay “in” the 
JCPOA from the beginning. Rather, he 
said, it stayed on the “sideline” of the 
JCPOA.

“Europe did not leave the JCPOA, 
but it did not fulfill its obligations to 
Iran. Maybe Europe was waiting for the 
American green light. In any case, the 
approach of the Europeans indicated 
that they were following the United 
States, and this makes Iran cautious 
about accepting the promises of the 
Europeans.”

Asefi assessed the U.S. emphasis on 
negotiation with Iran along with talks 
with some countries in the region and 
activating the IAEA as different layers of 
the U.S. scenario toward Iran’s peaceful 
nuclear program.

The U.S. uses the IAEA as a leverage 
against Iran and the new efforts of 
the Agency in the face of Iran’s nuclear 
peaceful activities are in line with this 
policy.

IAEA Director 
General Rafael Grossi 
was scheduled to 
arrive in Tehran on 
Monday night for talks 
with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian and 
chief of Iran’s Atomic 
Energy Organization Mohammad 
Eslami.

Grossi has been launching a 
propaganda campaign against Iran by 
saying that Tehran has limited access by 
IAEA inspectors to Iran’s nuclear sites. 
However, Iran is cooperating with the 
IAEA based on the nuclear safeguards 
Agreement.

The IAEA has also refused to 
condemn sabotage acts against Iran’s 
nuclear sites. According to international 
law, any efforts against nuclear sites is 
crime against humanity.

U.S. using nuclear issue as a 
platform for other purposes 

Asefi also says the U.S. is seeking 
other goals against Iran through 
nuclear negotiations.

“Iran’s nuclear activities are not the 
only issue for the U.S.,” he said. “As U.S. 
officials have repeatedly acknowledged, 
they use the nuclear issue as a platform 
for other issues, and their ultimate goal 
is to limit Iran’s defense and missile 
capabilities while reducing the Islamic 
Republic’s authority in the region.”

Asefi referred to the news 
surrounding an interim agreement 
in some U.S. media outlets, indicating 
that the issue of interim agreement has 
been raised to release a sum of Iran’s 
frozen assets in exchange for halting 

some of Iran’s nuclear activities. 
The details of such an agreement 

need to be clarified so that it can be 
evaluated, he commented, adding an 
interim agreement “can be both helpful 
and deceptive”.

The former diplomat noted that until 
the details of such a plan released by the 
American media outlets under the title 
of “interim agreement” are not clarified, 
a correct judgment cannot be made 
about it. 

“This plan can be both an opportunity 
to make a decision in a clear atmosphere 
or it can be a media trap.” 

The Americans have not yet officially 
announced anything, and the Iranian 
negotiating team would make the 
necessary decision after receiving the 
details.

The former foreign ministry 
spokesman stated that time is not in 
the favor of the United States.

“Time is in the favor of Iran and the 
anti-Iran actions of the United States 
have not achieved results. Now, the 
Islamic Republic has not only made 
good progress in the nuclear field, it has 

also become stronger 
in the region, and its 
defense capabilities 
are greater than 
ever. Washington 
has failed in all areas 
of showdown with 
Tehran, and the White 
House’s request to 
negotiate with the 

Islamic Republic is due to its frustration.”
He said an agreement that would 

serve the national interests of Iran will 
be considered as a good agreement 
and that a good agreement is desirable 
whenever it is reached. 

The retired diplomat also said Iran 
will not give in to attritional negotiations 
and at the same time it is in no hurry to 
conclude negotiations.

 “Iran’s new nuclear negotiating team 
has clarified one issue for the American 
and European sides, and that is that we 
are not willing to reach agreement at 
any cost. For the current administration, 
agreement is not the goal but the 
realization of national interests.”

The expert on international 
diplomacy added if Iran’s national 
interests were ensured in the 
negotiations, an agreement could be 
reached, otherwise this situation will 
continue. 

In that situation, he said, Iran should 
be in close contact with the Chinese and 
the Russians and talk to them.

The ex-diplomat went on to say, “It 
remains to be seen on November 29 
whether the Americans will enter into 
negotiations honestly or whether they 
want to pursue their own policies by 
using sticks and carrots and threatening 
and encouraging. The Islamic Republic 

has come a good way so far, and time 
is in our favor, and the Americans are 
desperate and have lost everything 
in diplomacy, and the success of the 
negotiations depends on their honesty 
or dishonesty.”

U.S.-E3 statement was based on 
‘baseless extravagance’

Asefi also called the recent anti-Iran 
statement by the U.S., the European 
troika (known as E3)  and some Arab 
countries “baseless extravagance”.

He noted, “U.S. intervention is the 
cause of the region’s problems and 
the country is not in a position to talk 
about our region’s issues. Washington 
has always been a cause of divergence 
in the region, because if friendship is 
established between the countries 
of the region, it will no longer have a 
pretext to be present in the region and 
sell weapons worth billions of dollars.”

The former Foreign Ministry 
spokesman recalled the history of 
Iran’s negotiations with the Persian Gulf 
states over the past four decades since 
the Islamic Revolution.

“The regional security dialogue 
plan and the Hormuz peace plan 
were among the plans that Tehran 
used to improve relations with the 
countries of the Persian Gulf. From 
the beginning of the revolution until 
now, we have pursued these regional 
security arrangements in various 
administrations, but unfortunately, 
some countries in the region, which see 
the continuation of their rule in foreign 
support, have followed the policies of 
the White House.”

Asefi also reacted to the remarks of 
the Secretary-General of the Persian 
Gulf Cooperation Council seeking to 
participate in the nuclear talks between 
Iran and the P4+1 (four permanent 
members of the UN Security Council 
plus Germany).

“40 years ago, we proposed the 
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council 
regional cooperation and regional 
arrangements and insisted on it. We still 
insist. Countries in the region can talk to 
each other, but these talks have nothing 
to do with the United States. The 
nuclear issue is also between Iran and 
the P4+1 and should not be confused 
with regional issues.”

Iran will not sign agreement under 
pressure

Asefi highlighted that negotiation 
should be concluded when Iran’s 
interests were ensured, and if it was 
reached sooner, it was better, and if it 
was not reached, Iran should wait until 
it was reached.

“It is not possible for Iran to sign 
something that does not serve its 
interests under pressure. Perhaps 
the problem with the previous 
administration is that we rushed to sign 
the deal.”

Regarding the movements of the 
Zionist regime, the former diplomat 
said, “Israel is seeking chaos and 
can only survive in the light of chaos 
and sedition. Israel has realized that 
Iran’s regional authority is growing 
exponentially and is doing everything it 
can to create a rift between Iran and the 
countries in the region.”

Iran should not be worried about 
Israel’s movements because Israel’s 
anti-Iran provocations have a forty-year 
history and will not reach anywhere, 
and this regime can only maintain its 
existence for a limited time, the former 
diplomat concluded.

From page 1   orientations and intentions 
in the name of the Agency. It is natural that we 
make the necessary decisions in the context of 
developments based on circumstances.”

Iran’s focus is on negotiations to lift sanctions
In response to a question about the existence 

of a list of issues related to Iran concerning the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the 
spokesman said that the date of Grossi’s visit was 
announced some time ago and the agenda was 
determined by Iran and the IAEA. 

“There are issues between Iran and the Agency 
that we have always tried to resolve within a 
technical framework, and we asked the Agency 
to move forward in the same framework, and this 
trip is in the same direction,” Khatibzadeh noted. 

He added, “No diplomatic trip is made without 
a clear agenda and it does not matter if the list is 
long, medium and short. The Agency is well aware 
that all the sabotage and terrorist acts of the 
Zionist regime have taken place inside Iran, and 
unfortunately, with the silence of some countries, 
it has had a significant impact on some technical 
aspects. These issues are being pursued between 
us and the Agency within its framework and level, 
and will be followed up during this trip as well.”

Khatibzadeh also commented on the 
statements made by French officials and their 
accusations against Iran, saying that as the Vienna 
talks are approaching, some people have made 
miscalculations and think that with some media 
claims they can change the place of the culprit and 
the accused. 

“It is better for all of us to focus 
on the seriousness of the Vienna 
talks, and the Western parties 
know that Iran’s focus is on lifting 
unilateral, extraterritorial and 
illegal sanctions,” the diplomat 
noted. 

We have no dialogue except 
sanctions lifting 

On the approaching Vienna 
talks, the spokesman said, 
“Iran’s position is quite clear and 
what will be done in Vienna is to 
focus on lifting unilateral and oppressive illegal 
sanctions that has been applied against Iran.”

He then said that if the Persian Gulf countries 
think that Iran and P4+1 will have a different 
dialogue, they should hear this position again.

 Iran’s position on both Vienna and the countries 
of the region is clear, the spokesman added. 

Khatibzadeh added, “As much as we talk to the 
countries of the region directly and multilaterally 
in the same region, we also talk to the P4+1 parties 
about the lifting of the oppressive sanctions.”

We hope that the Western parties will come to 
the talks in good faith

The Foreign Ministry spokesman also reacted 
to a question about the speculations about a 
temporary agreement between Iran and the 
Western parties, saying that he will not comment 
on the vague statements and media speculations. 

“What everyone should focus on is the Vienna 
talks,” he reiterated. 

The diplomat noted that Iran will be present in 
these negotiations with a serious will to lift the 
sanctions imposed on the Iranian people with a 
well-staffed team based on the stated goal. We 
hope that the other side come to the negotiating 
table to reach a practical and comprehensive 
agreement on the lifting of oppressive sanctions 
against the Iranian people with serious will and 
good intentions, instead of media speculations.

He added, “If they do not have this serious will 
or combine it with non-constructive intentions, 
Iran’s response will definitely be commensurate 
with it.”

On remarks by the U.S officials that all options 
are on the table, Khatibzadeh responded, “We 
saw all the options that the U.S. had in a country 
like Afghanistan and they saw those options 
themselves. I do not think that those who say 
these words believe what they say.”

Later Khatibzadeh added that the U.S. officials 
themselves are announcing that the signature of 
the U.S. president does not guarantee anything.

“It is natural that both we and the 4+1 need 
tangible guarantees, and it is better for the 
American officials who come to Vienna to know 
that these tangible guarantees must be given,” he 
said. 

JCPOA window will not remain open forever
Regarding a claim that Iran is reaching an 

irreversible point that make it impossible to revive 
the JCPOA, Khatibzadeh said that Trump is gone, 
but it seems that the “factory of falsifications 
and fake news of the United States has not been 
closed.” 

It would not help a group to stage a show and 
imagine that they can shape a fake narrative to 
mislead the international community or create a 
different psychological aspect by the approaching 
Vienna talks.

He continued by saying that the United States 
seems to have forgotten, but it must remember 
that the world will not forget that it was the 

United States that withdrew 
from the JCPOA, and that this is 
the current administration that, 
despite sending contradictory 
messages to Iran, is continuing 
the same path.

“If the JCPOA does not have 
specific economic interests for 
Iran and would not normalize 
foreign trade, the United States 
should know that this window 
will not be open forever, just as 
parliamentary law on Strategic 

Action to Lift Sanctions is binding and the 
government believes in it,” he stressed. 

Regarding a change in Iran’s terms in the talks, 
Khatibzadeh said that what Iran wants is a serious 
entry to the talks with a serious determination to 
lift sanctions. He added that it is better to focus on 
this issue and not base the judgment and answer 
on the statements that are vaguely published in 
the media.

Syria cannot be excluded from the Arab 
League

In response to a question posed by the Tehran 
Times correspondent about Syria’s possible return 
to the Arab League and Iran’s position in this 
regard, Khatibzadeh said, “Syria is one of the most 
important and indelible actors in the Arab world, 
and has been active and present in the framework 
of regional organizations. Some countries are 
trying to remove Syria from the union by putting 
pressure on it.”

He then referred to the path taken by the UAE 
to restore ties with Syria, saying, “The path taken 
in recent months has been one in which various 
countries have come to believe that neither Syria 
can be eliminated nor that it is in the interest of 
the Arab world to eliminate Syria as an effective 
actor in the Arab world.” 

He added that it is natural that Iran and 
countries like Russia welcome this and consider it 
a step in the right direction.

From page 1  Republicans who have offered 
the internship to Rittenhouse. 

“Just being real: every day it feels more and 
more dangerous coming to work. Not only do 
these members fuel violence. Now they’re actively 
recruiting someone whose sole qualification 
is killing people standing up for Black lives and 
getting away with it,” Bush tweeted. “They must be 
expelled.”

Bush included screenshots of three public offers 
to hire Rittenhouse as an intern from the Republican 
Reps. In response to the offers, Rittenhouse’s 
criminal defense attorney said he thinks his client 
pursuing a career in politics would not be a “wise 
thing” to do.

To understand the true color of the United States, 
we must first get to know the “white” murderer, 
Kyle Rittenhouse.

Rittenhouse, a member of an armed white militia, 
killed two anti-racism protesters after shooting 
them with an assault rifle as he was patrolling 
the streets, staying out after a curfew with the 
approval of police officers on duty at the time, who 
infamously handed out water to groups of armed 
civilian men who are part of militia groups. 

The court found Rittenhouse not guilty for 
intentional homicide, reckless homicide, attempted 
intentional homicide among other counts. The 
judge even cleared Rittenhouse of a charge that he 
was a minor (aged 17 at the time of the shooting) in 

possession of a dangerous firearm. The courtroom 
claims he acted in self-defense but there was no 
accountability for even manslaughter which means 
the victims who lost their lives and their loved ones 
will not see any justice.

The representatives who offered the internship 
position to Rittenhouse are known for their racism. 
Just last week, Cori Bush asked for expulsion of 
Paul Gosar, one of the Congressmen who offered 
an internship job to Rittenhouse, for posting 
and edited anime that portrayed killing minority 
representative, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y.

Gaetz, one of Trump’s biggest fans and a “white 
supremacy” theory supporter and advocate, has a 
long record of racist comments. He is a big supporter 

of “great Replacement Theory,” introduced on live 
TV by Fox News host, Tucker Carlson. Basically, the 
idea says that white Americans are being replaced 
by non-European ethnicities in service of a grand 
political project by the Democratic Party. It’s a 
deeply racist idea that presupposes white people 
are the “real Americans”.

The theory neglects Native Americans as real and 
original Americans. 

It also says that all immigrants vote monolithically 
for the Democratic Party.

When the theory first broke out, many people 
called on Fox News to fire Carlson, but Gaetz rose 
to support him. 

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) asked Fox 

News to fire Carlson, but Gaetz said that ADL is 
being racist. 

The biggest racist and white supremacist of 
all time, Donald Trump went even so far as to 
congratulate the white murderer as well as praising 
the court’s verdict. 

Trump has stirred up racism in America for the 
past 6 years by motivating white supremacist 
groups, but one must not think that the issue is 
personal. Systemic racism has always been the 
main problem in the United States. 

Although the U.S. tries to portray a rosy picture of 
itself, the bitter truth was what we all witnessed on 
November 20: White people can kill and receive job 
offers while minorities are being stumped. 
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“The Islamic 
Republic has come 
a good way so far, 
and time is in our 

favor.”

Trump is gone, 
but it seems that 

the “factory of 
falsifications and 
fake news of the 

United States has 
not been closed.”

Iran: U.S. better come to Vienna with 
“tangible” guarantees

Ex-diplomat: Interim agreement 
could be a hoax or an opportunity

Congress offers internship to “white” murderer: This is America

Tehran says will welcome Syria’s possible return to Arab League



TEHRAN – Chief of the United 
Nations nuclear watchdog is again 
traveling to Iran after months-long 
hiatus in high-level contacts between 
Tehran and the UN body.

Rafael Grossi, director-general 
of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), confirmed on Monday 
that he will travel to Iran for high-
level talks on the current state of play 
between the IAEA and Iran.

“I’m travelling to Tehran today for 
meetings with Iranian officials to 
address outstanding questions in 
#Iran. I hope to establish a fruitful and 
cooperative channel of direct dialogue 
so the @IAEAorg can resume essential 
verification activities in the country,” he 
said on Twitter. 

In addition to a meeting with 
Mohammad Eslami, head of Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI), 
Grossi will meet with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian, 
a meeting for which Grossi has long 
been badgering. 

The director-general’s visit comes 
at a time when Iranian officials are 
complaining about outside political 
influence over what is supposed to be 
a mere technical body. 

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Saeed Khatibzadeh underlined the 
need for the IAEA to remain solely 
technical and avoid being used as a 
tool by some parties to advance their 
interests. 

Speaking at a weekly press 

conference on Monday, Khatibzadeh 
commented on Grossi’s visit and hoped 
for the IAEA to remain professional.

“We hope this trip would be as 
constructive as previous trips. We have 
always advised the Agency to stay on 
the path of technical cooperation and 
not allow some countries to advance 
their political intentions in the name 
of the Agency. We make our decision 
within the framework of developments 
and circumstances,” Khatibzadeh said. 

Iranian officials have long 
complained about the way the IAEA 
handles its relations with Tehran, 
saying that the UN body has failed to 
act professionally on various issues, 
ranging from leaking confidential 
Iranian-supplied documents to putting 
on agenda unsubstantiated allegations 
made by hostile third parties. 

And there is the issue of the director-

general’s ingratitude toward Iran’s 
remarkable cooperation with the IAEA 
in the past. Over the past few weeks, 
Grossi has been pressing for a meeting 
with Iranian officials, particularly the 
new Iranian foreign minister, in light 
of restrictions on the Agency’s ability 
to monitor some Iranian nuclear sites. 
TESA Karaj Complex stood out as a 
major point of contention. 

The IAEA lost complete access to the 
centrifuge component manufacturing 
factory largely due to an act of 
sabotage unofficially attributed to 
Israel. Despite suffering from Israeli 
sabotage, the Agency has refrained 
from putting the blame on Israel, 
arguing that it is not in a position to 
make political announcements.

This behavior created a sense of 
resentment among Iranian officials, 
prompting them to relatively curtail 

cooperation with the IAEA, and 
believing that, when it comes to 
Iran, the IAEA unabashedly makes 
politically-motivated statements all 
while ignoring conspicuous, politically-
motivated acts of sabotage by other 
parties.

 And all this happened after Iran 
rewarded Grossi twice during his 
recent visits to Iran with technical 
agreements ensuring the continuation 
of the IAEA’s monitoring of Iranian 
nuclear facilities. 

Every time Grossi paid a visit to Iran, 
he is able to reach understandings with 
the Iranian side at a critical juncture 
in terms of cooperation between 
Iran and the IAEA. But every time the 
flexibility of Iran resulted in politically-
motivated statements from the IAEA 
and subsequent bullying by the West.

 The current visit of Grossi, therefore, 
would be a litmus test of change in the 
director-general’s modus operandi 
toward Iran. Less than a week from 
now, Iran and the P4+1 group of 
countries (China, Russia, France, and 
the UK plus Germany) will be gathering 
in Vienna again later this month to 
resume the stalled talks. 

In addition, the IAEA’s Board of 
Governors is expected to convene a 
meeting in the coming days with the 
possibility of censuring Iran at the 
urging of France.

Grossi’s assessment of his trip to 
Iran is likely to determine the trajectory 
of events at both meetings. 

Barnsley appoint 
Poya Asbaghi as 
new head coach
TEHRAN - Barnsley FC have appointed 

Swedish-Iranian Poya Asbaghi as their new head 
coach.

Asbaghi, 36, had previously been in charge of 
Sweden’s under-21 side.

He takes over from Markus Schopp, who 
was sacked in early 
November after 
seven consecutive 
defeats, The Athletic 
reported. 

Joseph Laumann 
had been the 
caretaker manager 
and will lead the team 
against promotion-
chasing Fulham 
on Saturday, with 
Asbaghi taking first-team training from Monday.

Asbaghi will be joined by assistant coach 
Ferran Sibila, who worked with him during a 
two-year spell at IFK Goteborg between 2018 
and 2020.

Khaled El-Ahmad, Barnsley CEO, said: “We 
welcome Poya and Ferran to the club. Both 
are good people, talented coaches with clear 
leadership and tactical philosophy.

“Poya was on the radar back in 2019 and 
as we went through our recruitment process 
it became clear to all parties that Poya and 
Ferran can take Barnsley FC forward.

“We would like to thank Jo Laumann and the 
first team coaching staff for their continued 
hard work and professionalism over the past 
few weeks during what has been a transitional 
period for the club.”

Barnsley are currently second from bottom 
in the Championship with only 11 points so far 
from 18 matches.

Saudi Arabia to host 
2025 Asian Indoor 
and Martial Arts 
Games 
TEHRAN - Saudi Arabia will host the 2025 

Asian Indoor and Martial Arts Games, an event 
that will be an important warm-up for the Asian 
Games that Riyadh is due to stage in 2034.

The decision was approved by acclamation 
during the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) General 
Assembly on Sunday.

It is due to be the seventh edition of a Games 
that features a variety of sports, ranging 
from traditional Asian events such as pencak 
silat, sepak takraw and muaythai, to Olympic 
disciplines such as 3x3 basketball, badminton 
and taekwondo.

The competition is the second-largest event 
organized by the OCA after the Asian Games.

The last edition of the Asian Indoor and Martial 
Arts Games, held in Ashgabat in Turkmenistan in 
2017, featured more than 4,000 athletes from 63 
countries.

Iran finished in third place after Turkmenistan 
and China, winning 118 medals. 

The first Asian Indoor and Martial Arts Games 
organized in its current format had taken place 
in Incheon in South Korea in 2013.

The next edition was due to take place this year 
in Thailand but has now been postponed until 
November 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Asian Indoor and Martial Arts Games 
is just the latest event to be awarded to Saudi 
Arabia as it continues to use sport as a vehicle to 
promote its international image.

Last year it had been awarded the Asian 
Games at the OCA General Assembly in Oman, 
having originally bid for the event to take place 
in 2030, which was subsequently awarded to 
Doha in Qatar.

The oil-rich country is also bidding for 
football’s 2027 Asian Cup.

It is also due to stage the 2023 World Combat 
Games in Riyadh.

Ali Alipour linked 
with move to 
Persepolis
TEHRAN – Maritimo football team 

forward Ali Alipour has been linked with 
a return to Iran’s Persepolis.

He left Persepolis in September 
2020 to join the Portuguese team on a 
two-year deal but has yet to meet the 
expectations.

The 26-year-old striker has scored five 
goals in 37 matches. 

In the interview with the Iranian local 
media Alipour has shown his interest in 
returning to Persepolis.

Defending champions Persepolis sit 
seventh in the Iran Professional League 
(IPL). 

14 players invited 
to Iran for FIBA 
Basketball 
World Cup Asian 
Qualifiers
TEHRAN – Iran national basketball 

team head coach Mostafa Hashemi 
invited 14 players to the team for two 
matches against Bahrain in the 2023 FIBA 
Basketball World Cup Asian Qualifiers.

Iranian iconic players Hamed Haddadi 
and Samad Nikkhah Bahrami have been 
left out of the team.

Iran will host Bahrain in Tehran in Group 
D of the FIBA Basketball World Cup Asian 
Qualifiers on November 26 and play the 
team three days later in Isa Town.

* Iran Squad:

Amir Hossein Azari, Matin Aghajanpour, 
Rouzbeh Arghavan, Mohammad 
Jamshidi, Mohammad Hassanzadeh, 
Saeid Davarpanah, Navid Rezaeifar, 
Asghar Kardoust, Arsalan Kazemi, Mehdi 
Kamrani, Sajad Mashayekhi, Salar Monji, 
Meysam Mirzaei, Behnam Yakhchali

Draw date set 
for new-look 
FIFA World Cup 
intercontinental 
play-offs
TEHRAN - The draw for the FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022™ intercontinental play-
offs will be held in Zurich, Switzerland, 
on Friday, 26 November 2021, fifa.com 
wrote.

 The fixtures that will determine who 
plays who between the AFC, Concacaf, 
CONMEBOL and the OFC in the contest 
for the last two spots at football’s 
flagship global event will be decided 
after the European play-off draw, which 
will start at 17:00 CET. Both draws will 
be streamed live on FIFA.com for all 
territories.

 Following the draw, a dramatic 
conclusion to the FIFA World Cup 2022 
preliminary competition looms with the 
two intercontinental play-off matches to 
take place over a single leg on 13 and 14 
June 2022. 

The play-offs were originally 
scheduled to take place in March 2022 
but were rescheduled to June 2022 as a 
result of the unprecedented disruption 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic on the 
scheduling of FIFA World Cup qualifiers 
globally.

Four years ago, Australia and Peru 
secured passage to the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup Russia via the intercontinental play-
offs with wins over Honduras and New 
Zealand respectively.
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IRAN IN FOCUSGrossi faces a litmus test in Tehran

TEHRAN – Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman has 
praised the visit by a senior Azerbaijani official to 
Tehran, describing the visit as “constructive.”

Speaking at a weekly press conference 
on Monday, Saeed Khatibzadeh said Shahin 
Mostafayev, Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, held extensive meetings with Iranian 
officials during his stint in Tehran. 

The Azerbaijani official arrive in Tehran on Sunday 
and met with a number of Iranian officials including 
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian. 

The visit by the Deputy Prime Minister of 
Azerbaijan was a “remarkable and constructive”, 
the spokesman said, adding Mostafayev had very 
intensive meetings with two cabinet members and 
a detailed meeting with Amir Abdollahian.

“The visit of the Deputy Prime Minister of 
Azerbaijan was a remarkable and constructive 
one, and he had very intensive meetings with 
cabinet members and a detailed meeting with Amir 
Abdollahian,” Khatibzadeh stated. 

He added, “Many projects were discussed, and 
the relations, God willing, are designed to enter a 
new phase after the unwanted and unnecessary 
media tension that we passed through with the tact 
of both sides. This trip was in the same direction.”

The spokesman brought good tidings of 
enhancement of bilateral ties with Azerbaijan. 
“Other good news about the relations between 
the two countries is on the way, and the Republic 
of Azerbaijan defined this trip as a basis for the 
implementation of some projects, and we followed 
this approach. Trips will take place between the 
two countries at different levels over the next few 
weeks,” Khatibzadeh said. 

Commenting on a possible meeting between the 
President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and Iranian 
President Ayatollah Seyed Ibrahim Raisi on the 
sidelines of the ECO summit in Ashgabat, he said, 
“The meeting between Mr. Aliyev and Dr. Raisi 
is normal in this diplomatic framework, but you 
should ask the President’s Office.”

The remarks came a day after Amir Abdollahian 
and Mostafayev held a meeting at the Iranian 
foreign ministry. Khatibzadeh described the 
meeting as “detailed.”

The two officials discussed the latest 

developments in the Caucasus region and 
cooperation between Iran and Azerbaijan.

Mostafayev is also the Chairman of the Joint 
Commission for Economic Cooperation between 
Tehran and Baku.

In the meeting, Amir Abdollahian expressed 
satisfaction with the upward trend in trade 
relations and deep ties between the two nations.

He called the liberation of Azerbaijan’s territories 
the beginning of a new chapter in economic relations 
between the two countries and stressed the need 
for the two sides to use all economic capacities in 
the fields of trade, transport, energy and tourism, 
according to the Iranian foreign ministry.

The top Iranian diplomat referred to the 
capabilities of the Islamic Republic and announced 
that Iranian companies are ready to participate in 
the reconstruction of the newly liberated areas.

Amir Abdollahian also cited the success of the two 
countries in vaccination against the Covid-19 and 
underlined the need to facilitate communication 
between citizens of both sides and re-establish 
flights between the two countries. The foreign 
minister reaffirmed Iran’s unwavering support for 
the territorial integrity of countries, stressing that 
international borders are unchangeable.

The deputy prime minister of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan also expressed satisfaction with his 
constructive meetings with Iran’s oil and transport 
and urban development ministers, saying the two 
countries are close to signing historic agreements 
in the fields of oil, gas and transportation.

Mostafayev also stressed the constructive role of 
the two countries’ foreign ministers in overcoming 
the recent tensions. 

He said a meeting of the joint Commission for 
Economic Cooperation between the two countries 
will be held early next year. In other remarks, 
the Azeri deputy prime minister referred to the 
increase in trade exchanges between Tehran and 
Baku since the beginning of 2021. Mostafiyev said 
the 22% hike in trade during the Covid pandemic 
indicates friendly relations and economic 
capacities of the two sides.

Amir Abdollahian and Mostafayev also 
discussed the forthcoming ECO summit and the 
documents of bilateral agreements. 

The meeting came against a backdrop of tensions 
between Azerbaijan and Iran. Both countries made 
efforts to overcome misunderstandings and repair 
relations. Mostafayev’s visit was an indication 
that the two countries have succeeded in bringing 
tensions under control.

In early November, Azerbaijani Foreign Minister 
Jeyhun Bayramov expressed interest in beefing 
up ties with Iran in various fields after weeks of 
heightened tensions between the two neighbors.

“We are interested in developing relations 
with Iran and many areas of cooperation lie 
ahead of the two countries,” he said in remarks 
to Iran’s state TV.

He added, “I can say that due to the many 
commonalities between the two countries, there 
are many plans for bilateral cooperation. I am sure 
that we can develop the good relationship of the 
past based on good neighborliness.”

Emphasizing the continuation of diplomatic 
talks between the foreign ministry officials, the 
foreign minister of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
said, “We are satisfied with the formal and 
informal diplomatic talks of recent weeks and we 
believe that some issues can be resolved through 
telephone conversations with my esteemed 
colleague Amir Abdollahian.” 

The top Azerbaijani diplomat played down the 
recent tensions between Iran and Azerbaijan, 
saying that disagreements between countries 
are always possible. 

“Disagreements between all countries are 
possible and no country is an exception to this rule 
and may even be among neighboring countries, 
but our close relations and neighborhood with Iran 
have shown that some of these differences can be 
resolved through dialogue,” he said.

Referring to the need to develop relations 
between the two countries, Bayramov said, “The 
priority of the foreign policy of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan is to maintain and develop relations 
with neighboring countries, especially the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. Given the many fields and 
capacities of bilateral cooperation and the always 
positive background of these relations, we will see 
the development of relations between the two 
countries in the future.”

Azeri deputy prime minister holds ‘constructive’ talks in Tehran 

TEHRAN — President Ebrahim 
Raisi said on Sunday that it is 
not just the duty of the Energy 
Ministry to find a solution to 
problems resulting from water 
shortage and drought, noting 
all relevant bodies have a duty 
to find a solution to the issue 
through consultation with 
scientific centers.

Speaking at a cabinet 
meeting, Raisi said if people 
are complaining about an issue, 
the administration and all 
officials have a duty to explain 
to the people the different 

dimensions of the problems 
and existing solutions.

Raisi considered changing the 
cultivation pattern as one of the 
ways to deal with water shortage. 
“It is necessary to cultivate crops 
in accordance with the climate 
and the water resources, and 
the necessary training should be 
provided to farmers.”

The president also called for 
attention to the educational 
and professional career of 
students, stressing that the 
ministries of science and 
health as well as the office of 

vice president for science and 
technology should use the 
capacity of graduates and give 
students hope for their future.

In another part of his remarks, 
the president said it is necessary 
that all bodies to be prepared 
to deal with cyber-attacks and 
added, “Services provided to 
the public in the context of 
cyberspace should be completely 
secure and services and data 
should be fully protected against 
enemy cyber-attacks.”

Emphasizing the need for 
close and mutual relations 

between the administration and 
research and academic centers, 
the president said, “Elites and 
scientific communities should 
propose a scientific and executive 
solution to the various issues 
and problems of the country.”

Raisi tasks all relevant bodies to find solution to water shortage 



From page 1   SAIPA 
manufactured 192,628 vehicles 
in the mentioned period. 
Production by this automaker 
rose 2.2 percent in comparison 
to the previous year’s same time 
span in which the output stood 
at 188,490.

Pars Khodro also manufactured 
66,731 vehicles in the period 
under review, 14.5 percent more 
than the output in the first seven 
months of the past year.

Iran currently stands in 20th 
place among the world’s top 
automobile manufacturers 
producing 821,060 vehicles by 
the end of 2019, according to the 
Organisation Internationale des 
Constructeurs d’Automobiles 
(OICA), worldpopulationreview.
com has recently reported.

Back in August, Iranian 
Industry, Mining, and Trade 
Minister Seyyed Reza Fatemi 
Amin said that his ministry 

has a two-year plan for the 
auto industry based on which 
this industry will undergo 
serious changes and improve 
significantly.

“We must strengthen 
competition, improve 
management and economic 
mechanisms, and increase 
production in the auto industry 
in order to succeed in our plans,” 

Fatemi Amin said.
“Our plan is to produce 1.6 

million vehicles next year (begins 
in March 2022), which will 
increase to three million units in 
[the Iranian calendar year] 1404 
(begins in March 2025), and 
30 percent of the production, 
equivalent to about one million 
units, should be sent to export 
markets,” he added.

Iran’s major carmakers had 
manufactured 900,714 vehicles 
in the previous year (ended on 
March 20), which was 4.3 percent 
more than the figure of its 
preceding year.

During the past year, IKCO 
manufactured 480,338 vehicles, 
which was 21.9 percent more than 
the output in its preceding year, 
which was 393,812 vehicles.

SAIPA manufactured 317,321 
vehicles, with a 12.6-percent 
fall from 363,379 vehicles 
manufactured in 1398. And Pars 
Khodro manufactured 103,055 
vehicles in the past year, showing 
a 2.8-percent drop from the 
output of its previous year, which 
was 106,072 vehicles.

Iranian Industry, Mining, and 
Trade Ministry’s programs for 
the current Iranian calendar year 
show that the manufacturing of 
1.2 million cars has been put on 
the agenda.

TEHRAN – Head of Iran’s Securities and 
Exchange Organization (SEO) has said 
facilitation of the activities of stock market 
institutions like brokers will lead to the 
development of the capital market, IRIB 
reported on Monday.

“Facilitating the establishment of 
brokerage firms and the ease of licensing 
issuance for financial institutions, as well 
as the strict supervision of the SEO over the 
activities of such financial institutions, are 
the basis for the development of the capital 
market,” Majid Eshqi said.

Noting that the Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Affairs has put the support for 
the capital market on the agenda, Eshqi 
added: “In order to support the capital 
market, Economy Minister Ehsan Khandouzi 
has put issues such as the development of 
institutions, the removal of monopolies, 
the use of new tools, and the strengthening 
of the primary market on the agenda of this 

ministry.”
“Elimination of monopolies and 

facilitating the issuance of licenses for 
establishment of financial institutions is 
one of the most important missions of 
the Securities and Exchange Organization, 
however this goal has made the SEO more 
precise in performing its supervisory 
duties to prevent any possible problems for 
shareholders,” the official explained.

Referring to the concerns of some capital 
market experts and shareholders about 
the increase in the number of financial 
institutions without paying attention to 
quality improvement, he stressed: “The 
capital market has the capacity for a large 
number of financial institutions to be active 
in, and it is not that the smaller the number 
of institutions, the easier the monitoring of 
their performance would be.”

“Although the establishment licensing 
process has been facilitated, strict 
measures have been taken into account for 
reviewing the guidelines and standards, 
and the SEO’s supervision will become more 
stringent once the institutions become 
operational,” Eshqi noted.

As the market expands quantitatively, 
new ideas and tools enter the market which 
requires stronger supervision to prevent 
new risks. In this regard, the SEO will deal 
with violators very strongly, the official 
stressed.

TEHRAN- Iran is currently 
producing 102 million liters of 
gasoline per day on an average 
basis, the managing director of 
National Iranian Oil Products 
Refining and Distribution 
Company (NIORDC) announced 
in a press conference on 
Sunday.

Jalil Salari also 
said the average 
daily gasoline 
consumption has 
risen 15 million 
liters to 90 million 
liters in the 
current month, 
after easing 
the coronavirus 
restrictions.

Having the production 
capacity of nearly 120 million 
liters per day of gasoline, Iran 
currently has also the capacity 
to storage three billion liters of 
the strategic fuel.

Although the Islamic 
Republic is currently self-
sufficient in gasoline 
production, fluctuations in 
consumption at different 
periods through the year have 
led to the creation of storage 
facilities across the country to 
manage the sustainable supply 

and distribution of 
gasoline.

These tanks will 
help the country’s 
refineries continue 
operating at full 
capacity if on 
certain days of 
the year (such 
as the Nowruz 
holidays) gasoline 

consumption reduces 
significantly, and also prevent 
any interruption in the supply 
of the fuel if consumption 
increases drastically.

In this regard, the capacity 

of the country’s gasoline 
storage facilities has increased 
in recent years, so much so 
that according to the National 
Iranian Oil Products Refining 
and Distribution Company, the 
volume of gasoline storage 
has increased from 1.8 billion 
liters to more than three billion 
liters.

According to the former 
NIORDC Managing Director 
Alireza Sadeq-Abadi, Iran is 
currently the biggest producer 
and exporter of gasoline in 
West Asia.

The country has achieved 
this success despite the 
external pressures and hurdles 
imposed by the U.S. sanctions 
on its oil industry, Sadeq-Abadi 
said back in January.

According to the deputy 
oil minister, the significant 
increase in the country’s 
gasoline production and 

exports comes despite the 
fact that nearly two years ago 
Iran was an importer of the 
strategic product, shipping 
in 17 million liters per day of 
gasoline.

“In [the Iranian calendar 
year] 1396 (ended on March 
20, 2018), the production of 
gasoline in our country was 59 
million liters per day; the figure 
reached 107 million liters per 
day last year, and today the 
country’s gasoline production 
capacity is between 107 to 
120 million liters per day,” the 
official said.

TEHRAN - The 81st meeting 
of the dialogue council of 
the government and the 
Tehran Province’s private 
sector was held on Sunday, 
in which the attendees 
explored the issues raised 
between the private sector 
and the Iranian National Tax 
Administration (INTA), the 
TCCIMA portal reported.

The meeting was attended 
by the Deputy Chief of Tehran 
Province Justice Department 
Masoud Setayeshi, the 
Head of Tehran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines 
and Agriculture (TCCIMA) 
Masoud Khansari, and the 
TCCIMA Deputy Head for 
Business and Trade Affairs 
Houman Hajipour, as well as 

the representatives of the 
province private sector.

At this meeting, the 
representatives of the 
private sector criticized one 
of the recent resolutions 
of the INTA Supreme Tax 
Council and called for its 
amendment. After hearing 
the criticisms, Setayeshi 
noted that the mentioned 
resolution was legally 
problematic and suggested 

the private sector to file 
a lawsuit against it in the 
Administrative Court of 
Justice. 

Elsewhere in the meeting, 
Khansari mentioned the 
schedule for the preparation 
of the next year’s national 
budget that is ahead of the 
13th government, saying 
that the government should 
prepare and compile a budget 
that is not inflationary.

“The most serious issue 
that the government needs 
to consider is the problem 
of inflation in the Iranian 
economy, which in recent 
years, its increasing trend, 
has caused serious harm 
to people and businesses,” 
Khansari said.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), jumped 
20,192 points to 1.407 million on Monday.

As reported, over 6.11 billion securities 
worth 44.19 trillion rials (about $1.052 
billion) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 15,724 
points, and the second market’s index 
gained 37,746 points.

TEDPIX rose 58,000 points (4.1 percent) 
to 1.456 million in the past Iranian 
calendar week (ended on Friday).

During the past week, the indices of 
Isfahan Refining Company, National 
Iranian Copper Industries Company, 
Mobarakeh Steel Company, Social Security 
Investment Company, Bandar Abbas 
Refining Company, Iran Khodro Group, 
and Saipa Company were the most widely 
followed ones.

In a meeting with the representatives 
of over 30 major companies active in the 
capital market, on November 1, to exchange 
ideas for resolving issues and developing 
the economy, Finance and Economic 
Affairs Minister Ehsan Khandouzi said his 
ministry plans to make the economy more 
predictable and eliminate pricing systems 
that are harmful to the capital market and 
the stock exchange industry.

The official noted that the government 
will follow new strategies to compensate 
for the budget deficit by making 
government assets more productive and 
also by selling surplus properties.

“The task of the Economy Ministry and 
the Securities and Exchange Organization 
is to develop tools and institutions in 
order to create a transparent, efficient, 
and predictable market,” Khandouzi 
stated.

TEHRAN - Head of the National Iranian 
Gas Company (NIGC)’s Production 
Coordination and Supervision 
Management Ahmad Zamani said the 
consumption of natural gas in the country 
has exceeded the current production level, 
Shana reported.

Speaking to the national TV on Monday, 
Zamani called on various sectors to manage 
their consumption during the cold season’s 
peak consumption period.

“Considering the recent reduction 
in temperature, people should put 
consumption management and optimal 
use of heating appliances on their agenda, 
because only by observing the optimal 
consumption patterns we can reduce the 
gap between production and consumption 
and get through this early winter,” the 
official said.

According to Zamani, the household 
sector accounts for a big share in the 
country’s natural gas consumption, and 
optimal use by this sector would reduce 
the country’s total consumption to a great 
extent.

“In this season, it is important to 
maintain an optimal temperature in 
households; because with the decrease 
of the temperature, consumption in this 
sector increases sharply,” he said, adding: 
“Our emphasis is more on observing the 
comfort temperature in the households 

(18-21 degrees Celsius) while wearing 
warm clothes, limiting the heating space 
in the house, and turning off the heating 
devices when leaving the house.”

Earlier this month, Iranian Gas 
Transmission Company (IGTC)’s Managing 
Director Mehdi Jamshidi Dana said his 
company is completely prepared for 
sustainable gas supply throughout the 
country during winter.

He said major overhaul operations have 
been carried out for pressure boosting 
facilities, pipeline operation centers, and 
smart monitoring stations, while timely 
periodic visits have also been done to 
ensure sustainable and secure gas supply 
to Iranian subscribers in the country during 
winter.

Stating that the company has taken all 
the necessary measures for the sustained 
transmission of gas during the winter, 
Jamshidi Dana said: “Due to the increase 
in the amount of gas consumption at peak 
periods, all operational areas are ready to 
operate at maximum capacity and spare 
units are also prepared to ensure the 
stability of gas transmission and to avoid 
any disruption.”

The official further called on the people 
to manage their consumption during the 
peak periods to help the national Iranian 
Gas Company (NIGC) and IGTC to maintain 
gas supply during the cold season.

TEHRAN - Iran and Iraq are planning 
to expand bilateral relations in various 
agricultural fields, an official with the 
Iranian Agriculture Ministry announced on 
Sunday, IRNA reported.

Speaking in a meeting with Iraqi 
Ambassador to Tehran Naseer Abdul 
Mohsen Abdullah, the Agriculture 
Ministry’s Director-General for Specialized 
Organizations and International Affairs 
Alimorad Sarafrazi referred to the close 
relations between the two countries 
and stressed the need to set up various 
specialized working groups in the field of 
agriculture. 

He then referred to some challenges 
and obstacles in the way of trade relations 
between the two countries and stated that 
improving and establishing mechanisms for 
plant quarantine, monitoring livestock health 
at common borders of the two countries, 

creating unity of procedure at different 
border crossings between the two countries 
and also promoting infrastructures for 
transporting goods between the two 
countries seem essential in that respect.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Sarafrazi 
called for the timely announcement of bans 
and restrictions on the export of Iranian 
agricultural products to the Arab country 

in order to prevent damage to Iranian 
exporters and producers.

He also underlined the need for 
exchanging technical knowledge in various 
agricultural fields between the two 
countries.

Iraqi envoy to Tehran, for his part, pointed 
to the longstanding political, economic, 
social, cultural, and especially agricultural 
relations between the two countries and 
welcomed the proposal of the Iranian side 
for setting up specialized working groups in 
the relevant fields.

He promised to expedite the 
announcement of bans and tariff restrictions 
from relevant Iraqi authorities and called 
for increased cooperation between Iran and 
Iraq in the field of livestock and plant health 
monitoring and the transfer of technical 
knowledge to Iraq and the formation of a 
working group in this regard.
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ECONOMY Automobile, auto part exports from 
Iran exceed $58m in 7 months

Iran is currently 
biggest 

producer and 
exporter of 
gasoline in 
West Asia

‘Facilitating activities of financial institutions 
to pave way for market development’

Iran, Iraq to expand agricultural ties

Average daily gasoline production stands at 102m liters

Natural gas consumption exceeds 
production level, warns NIGC

Govt., Tehran private sector discuss tax issues

TEHRAN – Head of the Iranian Industry, Mining 
and Trade Ministry’s E-Commerce Development 
Center has said almost all the procedures 
related to the country’s foreign trade are 
currently being carried out electronically 
and the center is seeking to make them all 
electronically, IRIB reported on Monday.

According to Ali Rahbari, the Industry 
Ministry’s E-Commerce Development Center 
seeks to minimize the role of the human factor 
in operations with the smartening of trade 
systems.

“In issuing a business card, part of the process 
is currently done with human intervention and 
part electronically, but soon this process will 
become completely electronic and without 
human intervention,” the official said.

E-Commerce Development 
Center seeks to make 

foreign trade procedures 
fully electronic

TEDPIX jumps 20,000 points on Monday



Western powers weaponizing UN 
against Third World: law professor

From page 1   How do you 
evaluate the UN performance 
when it comes to sensitive files 
like Palestine and genocide 
against the Bosnian people 
during the Balkan War? Appar-
ently, these bodies never move 
unless the Western powers’ in-
terests are in danger.

  The United Nations spon-
sored the destruction of Bosnia 
and the Bosnians at UN Head-
quarters in Geneva. Their Ow-
en-Stoltenberg Plan called for 
the Republic of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina to be carved up into 
three little pieces of land; for 
Bosnia’s Statehood to be de-
stroyed; for Bosnia’s United Na-
tions Membership to be robbed 
from them, and for 1.5 to 2 mil-
lion more Bosnians to be sub-
jected to ethnic cleansing when 
we already had 2 million victims 
of ethnic cleansing, thus the 
United Nations finishing off the 
job of genocide against the Bos-
nians.  As their Lawyer, I stopped 
the United Nations from exter-
minating and eliminating people 
and the state of the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The United Nations sabotaged 
the English language translation 
of the original Arabic Language 
Palestinian Declaration of Inde-
pendence of November 15, 1988. 
The Palestinians asked me to 
figure out how to counteract this 
UN sabotage against the Pales-
tinians, which I did immediately. 
But by then the damage had al-
ready been done to the Palestin-

ians by the United Nations.
Apparently there is no interna-

tional guarantees 
to force certain 
countries to 
abide by their 
obligations. For 
example, the 
Trump adminis-
tration breached 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a g r e e m e n t s 
without any fac-
ing any punishment. What is your 
comment? 

He who pays the piper calls the 
tune.  When the United States 
ambassador to the United Na-

tions tells the 
United Nations 
to jump, the 
United Nations 
secretary-gen-
eral and UN 
secretariat say: 
“How high?”

How do you 
describe the 

current world 
order? A bipolar state or a 

multi-polar one?
The United States is quick-

ly moving towards World War 3 
with either Russia or China or 
both and maybe Iran.

Do you confirm that some 
autocratic regimes like Saudi 
Arabia and other wealthy Arab 
states can penetrate interna-
tional bodies by spending mon-
ey and funding them to achieve 
their own goals? 

Of course, they do! Once again, 
he who pays the piper calls the 
tune at the United Nations.

By Kevin Barrett 
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin re-

cently issued yet another “all options” threat 
to Iran. If Iran doesn’t do what the U.S. wants, 
Austin said, “then we will look at all options 
necessary to keep the United States secure.”

Taken literally, Austin’s threat is nonsense. 
Iran is thousands of miles away from threat-
ening U.S. security. Iran doesn’t send fleets 
of warships to threaten the U.S. Atlantic and 
Pacific Coasts. It doesn’t send nuclear-armed 
submarines into the Gulf of Mexico, the Mis-
sissippi and Hudson Rivers, Puget Sound, 
San Francisco Bay, and the Great Lakes. It 
doesn’t put its military bases, armed to the 
teeth with enough weapons to destroy hu-
man civilization, just across the U.S. border 
in Canada and Mexico.

It is the U.S. that threatens Iran by send-
ing its nuclear-armed armada into the Per-
sian Gulf, and by stationing heavily-armed 
forces at dozens of military bases close to 
Iran’s borders. Anyone who glances at a map 
of U.S. military bases surrounding Iran, even 
following the humiliating American retreat 
from Afghanistan, can see that it is the U.S. 
that is threatening Iran’s security, not the 
other way around.

What Austin really meant is that the U.S. 
will consider “all options” for threatening 
Iran’s security if Iran fails to obey U.S. orders. 
What options might he be referring to?

The only way to answer that question is 
to consider what the U.S. has done to other 
nations that refused to obey its orders: It 
has perpetrated a long list of war crimes, in-
cluding aggression (the supreme war crime), 
mass murder of civilians, and even genocide.

In fact, the U.S. has repeatedly used the 
genocide “option”. The Native American na-
tions that resisted U.S. expansion were oblit-
erated, and in many cases, most of their peo-
ple, including women and children, were mass 
murdered. The 1890 Wounded Knee massacre 
is one of the best-known examples.

Today, the U.S. is the main sponsor of the 
Zionist genocide of Palestine. It is in fact 
Iran’s efforts to resist that genocide that 
have put it in the U.S. crosshairs.

Since the U.S. became a trans-oceanic 
imperial power it has mass murdered civil-
ians all over the world. According to a 2008 
study published in British Medical Journal 
(BMJ), more than three million Vietnamese 
died in the 1955-1975 American-sponsored 
onslaught on their nation. And it wasn’t just 
bombs from on high. Untold numbers of ci-
vilians were murdered up close and person-
al, including tens of thousands tortured to 
death by Operation Phoenix and associated 
US-run death squads.

Indeed, American death squads, whose 
modus operandi is to torture civilians to 
death while extracting names of other civil-
ians, who are then tortured to death while 
being forced to name other civilians, ad 
nauseam, have operated in many countries 
throughout Latin America and Asia. In In-
donesia, more than a million civilians were 
tortured to death by US-organized death 
squads in 1965. Those death squads were 
told who to target thanks to the informa-
tion provided by people like future president 
Barack Obama’s CIA-employed “anthropolo-
gist” mother, Stanley Ann Dunham.

Another American “option” is to burn 
whole cities full of civilians using incendi-
aries or nuclear bombs. Numerous German 
and Japanese cities, and millions of their 
innocent civilian inhabitants, were burned 
to death in U.S. bombing holocausts during 
World War II. Then during the Korean War, U.S. 
bombs obliterated every North Korean city, 
town, and village, forcing survivors to live in 
caves. Vietnamese cities were similarly dec-

imated, while rural people and forests were 
annihilated with napalm and Agent Orange. 
More recently, a hybrid version of this “de-
stroy whole cities and murder their civilian 
population” strategy was unleashed against 
Fallujah, the “City of Mosques,” during Bush 
Jr.’s criminal U.S. invasion of Iraq.

But U.S. “options” aren’t limited to nuclear 
weapons, chemical weapons, city-burning 
incendiaries, and death squads. Nicholson 
Baker’s book Baseless: My Search for Secrets 
in the Ruins of the Freedom of Information 
Act offers evidence that the U.S. has co-
vertly attacked a long list of countries with 
biological weapons, targeting crops, live-
stock, economies, and people. Korea, China, 
Cuba, Russia, and several Eastern European 
countries have been victims of U.S. biological 
warfare.

The U.S. itself has repeatedly suffered 
blowback from its biowar aggression. Amer-
ica once lost much of its wheat crop to 
wheat rust released in biowar tests. It later 
accidentally unleashed the Lyme spirochete, 
which was created by confessed biowar-ac-
cident mass killer Willy Burgdorfer, as docu-
mented in Kim Newby’s Bitten.

Africa, too, has been in the American bio-
war crosshairs. American-allied mercenar-
ies sowed anthrax all over Zimbabwe during 
that country’s war of liberation, and that 
anthrax is still killing people today. Some 
knowledgeable observers even suspect that 
AIDS and Ebola are U.S. bioweapons that 
emerged from the string of biowar labs the 
U.S. maintains on that continent.

The U.S. biological warfare “option” may 
have been exercised against China and Iran 
in the autumn of 2019, with its blowback 
eliciting the subsequent COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Robert Kadlec, a rabid neocon proponent 
of anti-economy biological warfare, was 
promoted to head all U.S. biological warfare 
programs under President Donald Trump, 
and a number of suspicious circumstances—
including apparent biowar attacks that deci-
mated China’s chicken and pork industries in 
2018 and 2019, and the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s November 2019 foreknowledge 
that a pandemic was brewing in Wuhan—
suggest that Kadlec did precisely what his 
history suggests he would do. (The argument 
that a bio-attack by U.S. neocons launched 
the COVID-19 pandemic is developed in Ron 
Unz’s e-book Our COVID-19 Catastrophe, 
available free online at https://www.unz.
com/ebook/covid-catastrophe-ebook/.)

Setting aside as-yet-unproven cases like 
the COVID pandemic, the U.S. has murdered 
roughly 60 million people in military and 
CIA actions since World War II, according 
to Noam Chomsky and Andre Vltchek’s on 
Western Terrorism. That wave of global ter-
ror was termed “the American Holocaust” by 
the late international relations scholar Wil-
liam Blum.

The above list of known and suspected 
U.S. war crimes is very far from being com-
prehensive. A complete account would fill 
volumes.

So when the U.S. Secretary of Defense says 
“all options” will be considered against Iran, 
those options obviously include atrocities 
and war crimes similar to those the U.S. has 
repeatedly committed in the past.

Such threats are unacceptable. Lloyd 
Austin and the rest of the U.S. Deep State 
leadership should be hauled to The Hague 
and prosecuted for war crimes and crimes 
against humanity.

Dr. Kevin Barrett is an American author, 
journalist and radio host with a Ph.D. in Is-
lamic and Arabic Studies. He has been study-
ing the events of 9/11 since late 2003.

(Source: Press TV)

U.S. threatens Iran: ‘All options’ is code 
for war crimes
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“United States is 
quickly moving 
towards World 

War 3.”

The reality is 
Afghanistan’s 

economic 
problems grew 

significantly 
following the 
U.S. invasion 

and subsequent 
20 - year 

occupation.

Time for the U.S. to really leave Afghanistan alone 
From page 1   Calls have been made 

urging the easing of financial sanctions on 
Afghanistan. Regional countries as well as 
Human Rights Organizations have urged the 
White House to the release frozen Afghan 
assets saying the plight of ordinarily people 
and rising poverty should not be linked to 
politics.

The U.S. administration however refuses 
to budge from its, straightforward diplo-
matic approach to the Taliban saying “legit-
imacy & support must be earned by actions 
to address terrorism, establish an inclusive 
government, & respect the rights of minori-
ties, women & girls – including equal access 
to education & employment.” 

The reality is Afghanistan’s economic 
problems grew significantly following the 
U.S. invasion and subsequent 20-year occu-
pation where violence, poverty and unem-
ployment levels all increased as a result of 
America’s military presence. 

When Washington talks about the Tali-
ban addressing terrorism to “earn support,” 
Washington might need a reminder that 
terrorism grew in Afghanistan because of 
America’s 20-year occupation. The Daesh 
terror group did not exist in the country 
before the U.S. invasion. Now it is bombing 
Mosques on a regular basis, other terrorists 
who had no presence before the U.S. inva-
sion have wreaked havoc during and after 
the 20-year American occupation.

Unemployment, children out of school 
and poverty levels have 
never been higher because 
of the violence the country 
witnessed during the U.S. 
occupation. And as with any 
occupying power; under 
international law it should 
have provided security for 
Afghans. But it failed to do 
so, the U.S. military left the 
country in a terrible state 
of affairs. According to the 
Food and Agricultural Or-
ganization, prices are sky-
rocketing and the people’s 
needs continue to outpace 
the resources that are being 
flown in. The FAO says “the 
situation is disastrous. Ev-
ery farmer we’ve spoken to 
has lost almost all of their 
crops this year, many were 
forced to sell their livestock, they have ac-
cumulated enormous debts and simply have 
no money. No farmer wants to leave their 
land. But when you have no food, you have 
no grain from the previous harvest, there 
are no seeds in the fields and your livestock 
are gone, you have no choice.” The UN agen-
cy says that 18.8 million Afghans are unable 
to feed themselves every day, and that this 
number is set to rise to nearly 23 million by 
the end of the year. 

The Taliban say “as the cold winter months 
are fast approaching in Afghanistan, and in 
a state where our country has been ham-
mered by the coronavirus, drought, war, and 
poverty, American sanctions have not only 
played havoc with trade and business but 
also with humanitarian assistance.” 

More than $9 billion of the Afghan nation’s 
foreign assets are frozen, sitting in the U.S. 
following the Taliban takeover in August. Is 
America punishing Afghan people for its di-
sastrous withdrawal from the country? 

In essence, this is a shame on the admin-
istration of U.S. President Joe Biden as in-
ternational bodies are calling for large do-
nations to avert a humanitarian catastrophe 

the White House is instead 
reverting to its now com-
mon tactic of sanctions. 

As with many nations 
under U.S. sanctions; the 
punitive measures are just 
a form of common warfare 
with aim of hurting ordi-
nary people and the goal of 
pressuring the government. 
In other words, it can be ar-
gued that America is still 
at war with Afghanistan so 
long as its sanction are im-
posed on the country. 

International agencies 
say 667,903 Afghans have 
been internally displaced 
in 2021 because of vio-
lence while hundreds of 
thousands of Afghan asy-

lum-seekers continue to make their way to 
neighboring Iran; again because of violence 
and terrorists that many accuse Washington 
of using as proxies to continue destabilizing 
the country.

According to UNICEF, the dire humanitar-
ian conditions in Afghanistan are deeply af-
fecting children in the country. This month, 
the United Nations Development Program in 
Afghanistan, stated that the country is “fac-

ing the worst humanitarian disaster” ever 
witnessed, adding that 97% of the 38 million 
population are at risk of sinking into pover-
ty. Also, this month, the World Food Program 
reported that almost 24 million people in 
Afghanistan, or 60% of the population, suf-
fer from acute hunger. An estimated 3.2 
million children under age 5 are also expect-
ed to suffer from acute malnutrition by the 
end of the year. Many vulnerable families 
across many Afghan provinces are relying 
on assistance from the World Food Program.

The U.S. led the way in damaging Afghani-
stan and has a duty to prevent Afghans from 
starving; while according to experts, pover-
ty in the country will strengthen the role of 
terrorists. And there has been an increase in 
deadly terrorist attacks so Washington has 
a duty to try and protect Afghans by not in-
terfering in the country’s affairs any longer. 
The first way it can do that is by releasing all 
the Afghan people’s frozen assets. The sec-
ond priority now should be for the U.S. and 
its allies to pay the UN the money they had 
promised that would go to UN led humani-
tarian agencies and missions. 

Having done so much damage, a third 
step would be to compensate the Afghan 
people for the damage, horror and violence 
they witnessed and Washington inflicted on 
them for twenty years. As the U.S. led the 
war and occupation, a fourth positive step 
would be for the U.S., this time, not to lead 
the effort on how to approach Afghanistan 
in the future. Maybe that should be conduct-
ed by Afghan’s neighbors and regional coun-
tries as has been the case with several con-
ferences on Afghanistan already. It’s clear 
Washington had no idea what it was doing 
for 20 years, it would be wise for the U.S. to 
take the backseat now and allow others to 
handle the tragic mess it left behind. 

Two of the most important challenges 
facing Kabul today is poverty and security, 
something Washington could not success-
fully achieve in two decades; and that’s 
when it had a major presence and role in the 
country.



From page 1   The goal is to 
increase accommodation ca-
pacity and standards on Kish 
until the World Cup to provide 
at least Iranian travelers with 
reasonable prices and a far 
better experience than Qatar, 
he noted.

It’s important to have foreign 
travelers and teams in Kish, but 
our priority is Iranian travelers, 
he mentioned.

Back in October, the deputy 
tourism minister Ali-Asghar 
Shalbafian announced that Iran 
should benefit from the 2022 
World Cup as a considerable 
opportunity to promote its dis-
tinctive travel attractions.

“With the World Cup being 
held in a neighboring country, 
Iran can benefit from this im-
portant event, which if care-
fully planned, can bring signif-
icant wins for various sectors, 
especially the tourism industry 
in the country,” he noted.

The geographical position of 
Iran and its unique tourist at-
tractions make it a potential 
destination for the World Cup 
spectators, the official added.

Therefore, proper poli-
cy-making and management in 
collaboration with the private 
sector can pave the way for the 
widespread use of this event, 

he noted.
Increasing the number of 

flights between Iran and Qa-
tar during the event as well as 
showcasing and introducing 
distinctive tourist attractions 
of the country to the spec-
tators at this event is on the 
agenda of the tourism ministry, 
he explained.

Back in September, Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism, and Hand-
icrafts Minister Ezzatollah 
Zarghami announced the issu-
ance of tourist visas and the 
flow of foreign tourists to Iran 
would resume as per President 
Ebrahim Raisi’s order following 
19 months of suspension.

However, now that the tourist 
visas are once again being is-
sued to cultivate good grounds 
of hope for travel insiders. 

Months of steep recession 
has taken its toll. Many trav-
el insiders, hoteliers, and tour 
operators have faced big di-
lemmas such as bankruptcy, 
unemployment, debts, and the 
prospects of not being compet-
itive on the international level.

Some experts believe Iran is 
still somehow “unknown” for 
many potential travelers due to 
Western “media war”. Several 
estimates have been released 
so far on the extent of the tour-

ism-related losses incurred by 
the pandemic. Only months into 
the outbreak, Zarghami’s pre-
decessor, Ali-Asghar Moune-
san, lamented that the number 
of foreign travelers to Iran was 
drastically plunged due to the 
pandemic.

“Tourism of the country 
was growing before the co-
rona [outbreak], its revenues 
reached $11.7 billion in 2019, 
which accounted for 2.8% 
of GDP, nearing the average 
share of tourism in the world 
GDP, which was 3.2 percent,” 
Mounesan said. He added 8.7 
million foreign nationals vis-
ited Iran during the [Iranian] 
year (1398), adding that Iran 
was ranked as the second fast-
est-growing country in tourism 
based on data compiled by the 
World Tourism Organization.

Experts expect Iran to 
achieve a tourism boom after 
coronavirus contained, believ-
ing its impact would be tem-
porary and short-lived for a 
country that ranked the third 
fastest-growing tourism des-
tination in 2019.

The Islamic Republic expects 
to reap a bonanza from its nu-
merous tourist spots such as 
bazaars, museums, mosques, 
bridges, bathhouses, madra-

sas, mausoleums, churches, 
towers, and mansions, of which 
26 are inscribed on the UNESCO 
World Heritage list. Under the 
2025 Tourism Vision Plan, Iran 
aims to increase the number of 
tourist arrivals from 4.8 million 
in 2014 to 20 million in 2025.

A peek into Kish Island
Amongst the Persian Gulf is-

lands, Kish is the more luxurious 
and developed. Except for its 
unique nature such as waters 
and shallow beaches, the tour-
ist attractions of this charming 
island are due to its rich histor-
ical background as well as kind 
and hospitable people.

The pristine and beautiful 
nature, the meeting of land and 
sea, the clear sky, the pleasant 
air, and the pleasurable rever-
beration of the waves create 
such a sense of calm that one 
cannot even distinguish be-
tween imagination and reality.

Nowadays, about one million 
foreign and domestic tour-
ists travel to the island every 
year and it is one of the most 
popular tourist destinations in 
Iran as it has magnificent at-
tractions such as Kariz Under-
ground City, Harireh Ancient 
City, Marjan Beach, Bird Garden, 
Ocean theme park, and Grand 
Recreational Pier.

TEHRAN – The art of “Gereh-chi-
ni”, literally meaning to arrange 
the knots, is one of the traditional 
decorative and useful handicrafts 
of Iran. It relies on the art of laying 
finely cut pieces of wood on a sur-
face according to a design.

Gereh is composed of geomet-
ric knots that are repeated beau-
tifully and rhythmically. Isfahan 
is its birthplace, and the Seljuk 
dynasty is known to be the first 
time Gereh-chini was used. How-
ever, the exact date of the craft’s 
origin cannot be determined.The 
art flourished during the Safavid 
era.

In Gereh-chini, wood pieces are 
used in their natural color and no 
paint is applied to them. Gereh is 
made best from plane trees, ac-
cording to masters of the art.

Wood from other trees such as 

walnut, beech, morus, almond, sil-
verberry, zelkova, pear and jujube 
is also used to make shrine doors, 
pulpits, doors, frames, decorative 
dividing panels, etc.

Tond, Kond, Shol, Kond o Shol, 
Pili and Doroodgari are the seven 
types of knots or Gereh, and each 
of these has its own background 
and design.

Three main categories can be 

distinguished among Gereh Chini: 
1. All wood 2. Moshabbak (lattice 
trelliswork) and 3. Orosi or Sash 
window.

Orosi is a type of window made 
by Gereh and colored glass. They 
are beautiful and were most fre-
quently used during the Zand and 
Qajar dynasties. In terms of artis-
tic value, Orosi is very significant.

In Gereh-chini, a Gereh or knot 

is, in fact, a combination of pieces 
of wood that are locked together 
in order to create delicate designs. 
The finer the pieces of wood, the 
more valuable the product.

Gereh-chini pieces are made 
to endure in different climates 
of Iran with tongue and groove 
joints. Because of this, Gereh-chi-
ni artworks can be found in many 
historical buildings.

There are several examples still 
standing, including Chehel Sotoon, 
Hasht Behesht Palace, and historic 
houses like Alam and Shekh ol-Is-
lam in Isfahan.

There is also the House of Taba-
tabai in Kashan, Abbasian, Borou-
jerdi, Golestan Palace, and other 
such buildings in Yazd and Tehran.

There are still Gereh-chini work-
shops in Tehran where this craft is 
still practiced.

TEHRAN – A team of Iranian tour lead-
ers has participated at the Expo 2020 
Dubai, which is currently underway in the 
UAE, the deputy tourism minister has an-
nounced.

Fluent in English and Arabic, tour guides 
introduce visitors to the country’s attrac-
tions and tourism capacities, Ali-Asghar 
Shalbafian said, IRNA reported on Monday.

During the six months of the expo, they 
will also be in charge of guiding the visi-
tors of the Iran Pavilion, the official added.

Visitors to the pavilion are offered to 
soak up the ancient land in terms of rit-
uals, handicrafts, cultural heritage, and 
travel destinations. The pavilion also re-
veals more about medical tourism, novel 
startups, and off-the-beaten tracks.

The pavilion is showcasing each Iranian 
province’s strengths and assets in tour-
ism, cultural heritage, handicrafts, as well 
as its natural sites, traditional ceremonial 
practices, and historical significance.

Dubai Expo
Expo 2020 originally was scheduled for 

October 20, 2020 –April 10, 2021, but due 
to the outbreaks of the coronavirus, the 

event has been postponed. However, the 
organizers keep the name Expo 2020 for 
marketing and branding purposes.

Throughout the years, World Expos have 
been global events dedicated to shar-
ing top-notch innovation, showcasing 
ground-breaking inventions, and discov-
ering resolutions to fundamental chal-
lenges by facing humanity. They are or-
ganized every five years and last for six 
months.

Many countries and companies are also 
looking to the expo - the first major global 
event open to visitors since the coronavi-
rus pandemic - to boost trade and invest-
ment.

According to organizers, the Expo, an 
exhibition of culture, technology, and ar-

chitecture under the banner “Connecting 
Minds and Creating the Future”, is expect-
ed to be a demonstration of ingenuity, and 
a place where global challenges such as 
climate change, conflict, and economic 
growth can be addressed together.

The Persian Gulf state has relaxed most 
coronavirus limitations but Expo requires 
face masks to be worn and for visitors 
over 18 to be vaccinated against, or test 
negative for, COVID-19.

Experts expect Iran to achieve a tour-
ism boom after coronavirus contained, 
believing its impact would be temporary 
and short-lived for a country that ranked 
the third fastest-growing tourism desti-
nation in 2019.

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a 
bonanza from its numerous tourist spots 
such as bazaars, museums, mosques, 
bridges, bathhouses, madrasas, mauso-
leums, churches, towers, and mansions, 
of which 26 are inscribed on the UNESCO 
World Heritage list. Under the 2025 Tour-
ism Vision Plan, Iran aims to increase the 
number of tourist arrivals from 4.8 million 
in 2014 to 20 million in 2025.

TEHRAN – Iran’s southern city of Shiraz 
is a long way from East Africa, but it ap-
pears that some people walked this path 
hundreds of years ago. 

With the expansion of Islam on the East 
African coast, Shirazi (Persian) culture 
expanded in East Africa due to the trade 
connections between the region and the 
Persian Gulf.

Among the relics and monuments on the 
East African coast that prove that Iranians 
once lived there, Kizimkazi Mosque is the 
second oldest mosque in Zanzibar, Tanza-
nia, built by Shirazi people after the Great 
Mosque of Kilwa on the island of Kilwa 
Kisiwani.

The 900-year-old mosque is still used 
for prayers, and it is visited every year by 
many tourists.

According to an inscription installed 
at the mosque’s mihrab, the Kizimka-
zi Mosque was built in 500 AH (over 940 
years ago). Mihrab is a semicircular niche 
in the wall of a mosque that points out the 
qibla, the direction of the Kaaba in Mec-
ca, and hence the direction that Muslims 
should face when praying.

While the inscription and some cor-
al-carved decorations date from the time 
of construction, the majority of the pres-
ent structure was rebuilt in the 18th cen-
tury.

A similar design for the mosque’s mihr-

ab can also be found in mosques in Tan-
zania and Kenya, built by Shirazi, Baluchi, 
Shushtari, Kazerouni, and Omani people. 

The British archaeologist David White-
house (1941-2013), who studied in Iran 
and Africa, believed that the inscription in 
Kizimkazi Mosque is similar to the one in 
Siraf Port in southern Iran.

Mazunduchi Village residents, which is 
located near the mosque, introduce them-
selves as Shirazi and celebrate Noruz (Ira-
nian New Year). 

Shiraz and the southwestern coastal re-
gion of Iran are linked to the Shirazi people 
that inhabit the Swahili coasts of Eastern 
Africa.

Shirazis established Persian city-states 
on the eastern coast of Africa and its is-
lands between the 13th and 15th centuries.

TEHRAN –Three houses of handicrafts are 
planned to be established in the northern city 
of Gorgan, Golestan province, by the end of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2022), 
Gorgan’s tourism chief has announced. 

The centers aim to exhibit and promote Ira-
nian handicrafts and traditional arts as well 
as promote and support the sale of products 
made by Iranian artisans, Rahman Farmani 
said on Monday. 

A total budget of 8.5 billion rials ($202,000 
at the official exchange rate of 42,000 rials 
per dollar) has been invested into the projects, 
the official added. 

The centers are expected to generate 20 
job opportunities upon their inauguration, he 
explained. 

Wide-ranging handicrafts
With 14 entries, Iran ranks first globally for 

the number of cities and villages registered by 

the World Crafts Council, as China with seven 
entries, Chile with four, and India with three 
ones come next.

In January 2020, the cities of Shiraz, Malay-
er, and Zanjan and the village of Qassemabad 
were designated by the WCC- Asia Pacific Re-
gion, putting Iran’s number of world crafts 
cities and villages from ten to 14.

The value of Iran’s handicrafts exports stood 
at $120 million during the first eleven months 
of the past Iranian calendar year 1399 (March 
20, 2020 – February 18, 2021), Mehr reported. 
The country’s handicrafts exports slumped 
during the mentioned months in comparison 
to the same period last a year earlier due to 
the damage the coronavirus pandemic has in-
flicted on global trade.

The Islamic Republic exported $427 mil-
lion worth of handicrafts during the first 
eleven months of the calendar year 1398. Of 
the figure, some $190 million was earned via 
suitcase trade (allowed for customs-free and 
tax-free transfer) through 20 provinces, ac-
cording to data compiled by the Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts.

Ceramics, pottery vessels, handwoven 
cloths as well as personal ornamentations 
with precious and semi-precious gemstones 
are traditionally exported to Iraq, Afghan-
istan, Germany, the U.S., the UK, and other 
countries.

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – The 
city of Garmsar is known as 
“the island of tribes” due to 
the presence of five great 
and important Iranian eth-
nic groups there.

For this reason, the con-
tent plan of Garmsar’s mu-
seum builds on anthropolo-
gy and ethnology.

The Museum of Ethnic 
Groups (Bagheri building) 
was founded by late Mirza 
Ali Bagheri, a benefactor of 
the city, in 1921 in the early 
Pahlavi I era. The main part 
of the museum was in the 
past in the form of a gar-
den (kooshk) and a house 
for tropical areas during the 
Qajar era.

The historical Bagheri 

House was put in the list 
of national monuments in 
1999.

On February 10, 2011, it 
was inaugurated as a mu-
seum of ethnicities (anthro-
pology) with the aim of dis-
playing the ethnic diversity.

The most important and 

populous ethnic groups of 
Garmsar are Turkic-speak-
ing, Lor, Kurdish, Arab and 
Elikai tribes.

The majority of the pop-
ulation of the villages in 
Aradan and Garmsar are 
different clans of the Elikai 
nomadic tribes.
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TEHRAN – While the outbreak 
of coronavirus caused a signifi-
cant drop in organ donation over 
the past [Iranian calendar] year 
(March 2020-March 2021), it in-
creased by 66 percent in the first 
six months of this year.

Some 14,000 people in the 
country are waiting for organ 
transplants; 7 to 10 of whom 
die every day due to the lack of 
a transplanted organ, Mehdi 
Shadnoush, head of the trans-
plant management and treat-
ment center of the Ministry of 
Health, said.

In Iran, the organ donation 
rate reached 14.7 two years ago, 
which was the highest rate in 
the long run. But the ideal point 
is the organ donation of 26 brain 
dead patients per a million pop-
ulation, he noted.

According to the Iranian Soci-
ety of Organ Donation, there are 
two types of death in the medi-
cal world; Heart death (common 

death), which accounts for 99 
percent of deaths worldwide, and 
brain death, which accounts for 
one percent of deaths.

Organ donation is an altruis-
tic decision that can be made by 
the family members after brain 
death. Although many organiza-
tions and medical centers have 
implemented various interven-
tions and training courses to in-
crease satisfaction with organ 
donation, a lack of organs for do-
nation still is a serious problem in 
the world.

In Iran, about 5,000 to 8,000 

people die each year from brain 
death, half of whom, or about 
3,000, have transplanted or-
gans. Unfortunately, 1,000 fam-
ilies, or one-third, are satisfied 
with organ donation.

 Top in Asia

Shadnoush announced in June 
2020 that Iran was ranked first 
for organ donation among Asian 
countries.

“The country’s organ donation 
rate is 14.34 per one million peo-
ple,” he noted.

In February 2019, Shadnoush 
said that the organ donation rate 

has increased by 60 times over the 
past 18 years. Although Iran ranks 
26 in organ donation in the world.

Organ donation of brain death 
has reached up to 60 percent, he 
said, lamenting that the country 
ranks 21st regarding organ do-
nation from brain dead patients 
in the world while ranking 14th 
regarding organ transplant from 
alive patients.

According to the figures re-
vealed by the International Regis-
try in Organ Donation and Trans-
plantation (IRODaT), Spain leads 
the world in organ donation.

New cases 5,427

New deaths 97

Total cases 6,082,865

Total deaths 129,053

New hospitalized patients 840

Patients in critical condition 3,393

Total recovered patients 5,795,060

Diagnostic tests conducted 37,887,368

Doses of vaccine injected 102,749,034
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COVID19- lockdown moves most 
cities out of “red” zone

Strict COVID-19 restrictions which took effect on October 26 have caused 87 out of 
89 infected cities to get out of the high-risk “red” zone.

The National Headquarters for Coronavirus Control started strict restrictions 
in 43 cities that had the highest rate of infection in the country. Ten days later, deci-
sions were made to set new limitations on highly-affected areas for another 10 days, 
through which 46 cities undergone restrictions.

The plan divided cities into three levels of alert, namely red, orange, and yellow. 

All of the cities, except for two, are now out of the red condition and have turned 
orange or yellow so that the hospitalization rate has decreased, said Alireza Raeisi, the 
National Headquarters for Coronavirus Control spokesman, expressing hope that the 
death toll will also drop within two to three weeks.

از  را  شهرها  اکثر  ها  محدودیت  اعمال 
وضعیت قرمز خارج کرد 

۸۹ شهری  از  با کرونا گفت:  مقابله  ملی  رئیسی، سخنگوی ستاد  علیرضا 
 ۸۷ است،  اعمال شده  آنها  در  کرونایی  محدودیت های  آبان  پنجم  از  که 

شهر از وضعیت قرمز خارج شده اند.
او با اشاره به محدودیت های کرونایی در ۸۹ شهری که ) از ۵آبان در ۴۳ 
شهر و از ۱۴ آبان در ۴۶ شهر( اعمال شده است، گفت: از این تعداد به 
تبدیل  یا زرد  نارنجی  به  و  از حالت قرمز خارج  جز دو شهر همه شهرها 
هم  بستری  میزان  اینکه  و  ها  بیمارستان  ورودی  به  توجه  با  اند.  شده 
تا سه هفته  دو  تا حدود  ها هم  فوتی  روند  امیدواریم  است  یافته  کاهش 

دیگر آثار خود را نشان دهد و روند کاهشی پیدا کند.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Health Ministry receives UNIATF award
From page 1    Al-Manzari 

stressed the need to transfer 
Iran’s knowledge and experience 
to other countries in the region, 
especially experiences related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
non-communicable diseases by 
setting up regional and global 
networks.

300,000 Iranians die of NCDs 
annually

In February 2019, the health 
ministry announced that some 
300,000 Iranians die of NCDs an-
nually in Iran, which means that 

one-fourth of the country’s pop-
ulation (standing at 80 million) 
are overweight or obese which 
also results in developing NCDs.

Diabetes, a non-communica-
ble disease, is a serious threat 
to people’s health and is the fifth 
leading cause of death in the 

country. Diabetes prevalence is 10 
percent in Iran and is high among 
people aging 50 or more.

Cardiovascular diseases (main-
ly heart disease and stroke), 
which were the leading cause of 
death in 2012, diabetes, muscu-
loskeletal disorders (especially 
osteoarthritis – a highly disabling 
degenerative disease of the 
joints), and some cancers (includ-
ing endometrial, breast, ovarian, 
prostate, liver, gallbladder, kidney, 
and colon) are common health 
consequences of overweight and 
obesity, WHO warns.

The Health 
Ministry was 
awarded for 

demonstrating 
excellence in 

delivering mental 
health services 

during the COVID - 19 
pandemic.

Over 14,000 
Iranian patients 

are waiting 
for organ 

transplants; 7 to 
10 of whom die 

every day.

Kolivand appointed new head of IRCS
TEHRAN – President Ebrahim Raisi has ap-

pointed Pir-Hossein Kolivand as the new head 
of the Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS) for 
four years, replacing Karim Hemmati.

Kolivand was the former head of the Med-
ical Emergency Organization and the head of 
the relief and rescue department of IRCS.

In his decree, Raisi called on Kolivand to pro-
vide timely humanitarian services to those in 
need and victims of natural disasters with the 
participation of people, NGOs, and responsible 
bodies, and to interact with the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and related in-
ternational institutions, highlighting that take 
action to offer services with a commitment to 
justice and law.

 IRCS among world’s top five societies

The IRCS, established in 1922, is one of the 

first and oldest members of the movement 
and is currently one of the top five societies in 
the world due to its significant activities in the 
national and international arenas.

In 2005, the IRCS received the Henry Davi-
son Award for outstanding humanitarian ser-
vices, and the IRCS initiative of volunteers was 
selected as the best project (out of 50 proj-
ects from 45 national societies), by the Gener-
al Assembly of the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

In addition to offering services to the 
victims of natural disasters in the country, 
it has taken numerous missions in inter-
national disasters and incidents helping 
the people of Afghanistan, Palestine, Iraq, 
Southeast Asia earthquake, Lebanon, Gaza, 
Somalia, and Yemen.

In case of natural disasters or for provi-

sion of medical services to the deprived, it 
dispatches medical teams, which consist of 
doctors, paramedics, nurses, social workers, 
and health experts who are sent to provide 
free health care to disadvantaged areas and 
villages identified and assessed by other vol-
unteer groups.

Organ donation rises %66  
in 6 months 

It’s one of the biggest industries in the world, 
consumes more than 10% of fossil fuels pro-
duced globally and emits an estimated 3.3 giga-
tons of greenhouse gas emissions a year, more 
than India’s annual emissions – yet the chemi-
cals sector has largely slipped under the radar 
when it comes to climate.

This sprawling industry produces a huge 
range of products, many of which support other 
industries – pesticides for agriculture, acids for 
mining, lubricants for machinery, ingredients in 
cleaning agents, cosmetics and pharmaceuti-
cals and plastics.

While the industry has an important role to 
play in moving to low-carbon economies – pro-
viding coatings for solar panels, lightweight 
plastics to reduce vehicles’ energy consump-
tion and insulating materials for buildings – it’s 
also hugely carbon intensive and predicted to 
become more so. Oil companies have been bet-
ting on chemicals as a way to remain profitable 
as the world pledges to turn away from fossil 
fuel energy. The International Energy Agency 
predicted that petrochemicals could account 
for 60% of oil demand in the next decade.

The chemicals sector is the largest in-
dustrial user of oil and gas but it has the 
third-largest carbon footprint – behind steel 
and cement – because only about half of the 
fossil fuels that the industry consumes are 
burned for their energy. The rest is used as 
feedstock for products such as plastics with 
the emissions released only when these prod-
ucts reach the end of their lives, for example, 
when waste plastic packaging or an old mat-
tress is incinerated.

Lowering the industry’s emissions is possible 
but technically daunting. Plus this large, com-
plex industry, which supports millions of jobs 
worldwide, has significant political and econom-
ic clout. “They’ve become a bit of an untouchable 
sector for many politicians,” said Jan-Justus An-
dreas, who leads industrial policy at the Norwe-
gian environmental non-profit Bellona Europa.

Yet the chemicals industry is finding itself in-
creasingly under scrutiny – both from nations 
that need to meet ambitious emissions reduc-
tion targets and from researchers, scientists 
and campaigners calling on the industry to cut 
its polluting products.

Moving away from dirty energy
One way to lower emissions is to focus on 

chemical plants – improving efficiency and 
switching to low-carbon energy.

Most of the industry’s direct carbon dioxide 
emissions come from burning fossil fuels to 
power chemical transformations, many of which 
take place at high temperatures and pressures. 
These emissions could be significantly reduced 
if the industry moves away from dirtier fuels 
such as coal.

If renewable wind or solar energy is avail-
able, certain chemical processes that are al-
ready driven by electricity, such as the produc-
tion of chlorine used to make other materials 
such as PVC pipes or solvents like chloroform, 
could immediately become low carbon. And 
chemists continue to look for ways to power 
traditionally heat-driven chemical transfor-
mations with electricity instead – such as the 
process of converting nitrogen to ammonia, 
mostly used for fertilizer, which requires tem-

peratures of about 500C (932F).

While chemical companies are counting on ef-
ficiency improvements and investing in renew-
able energy to meet their climate goals, many 
chemical products themselves cannot be decar-
bonized because they are made of carbon, said 
Martin Scheringer, an environmental chemist at 
the public research university ETH Zurich.

Removing fossil fuels from the raw materi-
als used to create carbon-based chemicals and 
materials is crucial, said Jonatan Kleimark of the 
non-profit ChemSec. Kleimark likens products 
made from fossil fuels – such as clothes, toys 
and paints – to a carbon debt, because the car-
bon embedded within them will only be emitted 
in the future. “The longer we wait to change, the 
larger debt we will build, and that will be very 
hard to do something about if we don’t start,” 
Kleimark said.

To stop adding to this debt, chemicals and 
materials could be made with sources of carbon 
that are already above ground, such as plants. 
Bioplastics – made with plant materials such 
as sugar, corn or seaweed – are booming, for 
example, as companies and scientists try to re-
move fossil fuels from plastic production.

Another idea is to turn waste products into 
raw materials for the chemical industry. Chem-
ists have been using agricultural waste or waste 
plastics – even the ultimate waste material, 
carbon dioxide – as feedstocks. A Berlin-based 
startup, Made of Air, is attempting to create 
plastics from wood waste, while an Icelandic 
company, Carbon Recycling International, turns 
captured carbon dioxide emissions into metha-
nol, used in fuels and for making other chemi-
cals such as formaldehyde.

‘Why don’t you deal with someone else 
first?’

But all these ideas – especially those in-
volving a shift in feedstocks – are very hard 
to implement.

Technologies to turn agricultural or plastic 
waste into new chemicals are still unproven 
on a large scale and using carbon dioxide as a 
raw material will require vast amounts of ze-
ro-carbon energy.

Manufacturers making products with plants 
rather than fossil fuels need to ensure that they 
do not create new problems through deforesta-
tion, destroying wildlife habitat, raising food 
prices or increasing the use of water or pesti-
cides. Biomass resources also tend to be more 
spread out, whereas traditionally, chemical 
plants stay close to where fossil fuel resources 
are easily accessible.

“With renewable feedstocks, you will need to 
reestablish new supply chains,” said Zhanyun 
Wang, a senior scientists at ETH Zurich. In addi-
tion to delivering a steady stream of renewable 
raw materials to chemical plants, the new sup-
ply chains would need to be competitive with 
well-established ones making products from 
fossil fuels at low prices, Wang said.

The clean power infrastructure require-
ments alone are tremendous. Electrifying Eu-
rope’s chemicals sector would require 4,900 
terawatts of renewable electricity, according to 
an estimate by the European Chemical Industry 
Council, almost double the total amount of elec-
tricity Europe generated in 2019.

How the chemicals industry’s pollution 
slipped under the radar

COVID-19 UPDATES ON NOVEMBER 22



TEHRAN – Movies acclaimed 
at various editions of Portugal’s 
Doclisboa International Film 
Festival will be reviewed in 
a special section at the 15th 
edition of Cinéma Vérité, Iran’s 
major international festival for 
documentary films.

The program features “Breeding 
Ground”, “Rio Torto”, “Terra” 
(“Earth”) and “Perpetual Person”. 

“Breeding Ground” directed by 
Pedro Felipe Marques, received 
the Doclisboa Award for best 
Portuguese film at the 17th 
Doclisboa International Film 
Festival in 2019.

This film shows the Arcozelo 
football field is battered by the 
North wind from Sunday to Sunday. 
The lawn has to be swept and lots 
of clothes washed. - The boys are 
coming. - The two equipment 
managers, São and Cunha, know 
the names of the little players. 
Everyone is taken care of and the 
socks drying on the goals are also 
to be lent.

The short documentary “Rio 
Torto” by Portuguese filmmaker 

Mário Veloso is about a vanishing 
generation that provides a final 
account of a healthy river and 
drinking water in a place where 
the bucolic landscape merges 
with urban sprawl and one of the 
ancient mills keeps on spinning.

The film Midas Filmes and 
DocLisboa Award for best 
Portuguese first film and the 
Pedro Fortes Award for Best Green 

Years Portuguese Film at the same 
edition of the Doclisboa festival.

“Terra” has been co-directed by 
Hiroatsu Suzuki from Japan and 
Portuguese filmmaker Rossana 
Torres. It was selected as the best 
Portuguese film at the Doclisboa 
festival in 2020. 

This documentary depicts 
events somewhere in the Alentejo, 

where there are two large 
earth covered kilns by which a 
man makes charcoal. Essential 
elements like fire, water, air, earth 
and space reflect, breathe and 
celebrate the rhythm of the Earth.

Directed by Javier Bellido Valdivia 
from Peru, “Perpetual Person” 
is an intimate approach to the 
experience of Alzheimer’s disease 
in a 95-year-old woman and her 
relationship with her immediate 
surroundings. The tension 
between lucidity and dementia will 
shape a new notion of personhood, 
able to live and perceive the world 
in another way.

The film had its world premiere 
at the Doclisboa festival 2020.

Cinéma Vérité is organized by the 
Documentary and Experimental 
Film Center (DEFC) every year in 
December.

Due to the pandemic, the 
international section of the 2020 
edition was non-competitive. Like 
the previous edition, this year’s 
edition will also be held online from 
December 9 to 16.

“I Won’t Remain Alone”, “Badger” win awards at Terni Film Festival

Carmen Laforet’s “Nada” published in Persian

TEHRAN – The Terni Film Festival in Italy has 
honored the Iranian movies “I Won’t Remain 
Alone” and “Badger”.

“I Won’t Remain Alone”, the best short 
documentary of the Religion Today Film Festival 
in Italy, has been named best short at the Terni 

festival, which ended last week.

In this documentary directed by Yaser Talebi, 
an elderly disabled couple living in a small 
village in the northern part of Iran, faces an 
unfathomable tragedy when their youngest son 
falls into a coma after an accident. Defying the 
Islamic traditions of burial, overcoming problems 
of red tape, and turning devastation into hope, 
the parents agree to donate their son’s organs. 
Five years after their brave decision, a film 
crew visits them and records their slow path 
of reconciliation with death – or rather, their 
acquaintance with eternal life.

Kazem Mollai won the award for best director 
for his drama “Badger”.

The movie is about Sudeh, a 40-year-old 
woman who faces a strange incident right before 
her second marriage. Sudeh and her son Matiar 
live in an old apartment. 

One day, she hires a pest control company to 
solve the termite problems in the apartment. 
While the pest control company is working, 
Matiar is recording the procedures, as this is his 
hobby. The next day, Matiar gets kidnapped after 
school, and the kidnapper asks Sudeh to pay 10 
Bitcoins for her son. Tremendous pressure is 
put on Sudeh, but the truth hidden beneath will 
surprise everyone. 

The film has previously won awards in the best 
film and best screenplay categories at the Global 
Nonviolent Film Festival in Hollywood, California.

The Terni festival gave its award for best 
feature narrative to “Neighbors” by Mano 
Khalil from Switzerland, while the award for 
best documentary went to “The Hug” by Italian 
filmmaker Davide Lorenzano.

The grand jury prize was awarded “Mother of 
Apostles” by Zaza Buadze from Ukraine.

TEHRAN – Carmen Laforet’s “Nada” (“Nothing”), 
one of the most important literary works of post-
Civil War Spain, has been published in Persian.

Translated by Farzaned Forutani, the book has 
been published by Fanus Books.

The Spanish edition came out in 1944 and 
an English translation by Edith Grossman was 
published on February 27, 2007 by Harvill Secker.

Loosely based on the author’s own life, it is the 
story of an orphaned young woman who leaves 
her small town to attend a university in war-
ravaged Barcelona.

Residing amid genteel poverty in a mysterious 
house on Calle de Aribau, young Andrea falls in 
with a wealthy band of schoolmates who provide 
a rich counterpoint to the squalor of her home life. 

As experience overtakes innocence, Andrea 
gradually learns the disquieting truth about the 
people she shares her life with: her overbearing 

and superstitious aunt Angustias; her nihilistic 
yet artistically gifted uncle Roman and his violent 
brother Juan; and Juan’s disturbingly beautiful 
wife, Gloria, who secretly supports the clan with 
her gambling. 

From existential crisis to a growing maturity 
and resolve, Andrea’s passionate inner journey 
leaves her wiser, stronger and filled with hope for 
the future.

The incomparable Edith Grossman’s vital 
new translation captures the feverish energy of 
Laforet’s magnificent story, showcasing its dark, 
powerful imagery and its subtle humor. 

Mario Vargas Llosa’s Introduction illuminates 
Laforet’s brilliant depiction of life during the early 
days of the Franco regime. 

With crystalline insight into the human 
condition, Carmen Laforet’s classic novel stands 
poised to reclaim its place as one of the great 
novels of twentieth-century Europe.

A poster for 
“Faces without 
Visage” by 
Hesam Rahmani.
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Patience is of two kinds: patience over what pains you, and 
patience against what you covet.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:51       Evening: 17:13        Dawn: 5:21  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:49 (tomorrow)

“Faces without Visage”, “Don’t Tell Anyone” honored at Faludi festival
TEHRAN – Iranian movies 

“Faces without Visage” and “Don’t 
Tell Anyone” have won awards at 
the 24th Faludi International Film 
Festival and Photo Competition in 
Hungary.

Directed by Hesam Rahmani, 
“Faces without Visage” won third 
prize in the animation competition.

Rahmani has said, “It’s almost 
six years that my father has been 
suffering from dementia and he is 
disconnected from reality. 

“He is unable to remember faces 
and names. The disease eventually 
took away his independence so 
that my family and I became the 
feet, hands and mind of my father. 
Through these years I was thinking 
about setting up scenes, shooting 
film and making a movie about this 
subject.

“It’s all about memory care 

and when I was looking through 
family portraits and old photo 
albums of my parents, I found so 
many attractive characters and 
incidents and weird emotions, 
which were already making a story 
by themselves. 

“So I focused on the pictures and 
used just three scenes that were 
filmed by a camera. My father’s 
disease combined with a minimal 
story formed this movie. I dedicate 

this movie to my father and all the 
people struggling with dementia.”

“Don’t Tell Anyone” directed 
by Sahar Sotudeh, was selected 
second best short drama. 

The film follows Baran, a 15-year-
old girl who is molested by her 
father. She leaves home to look for 
a solution to this situation.

“Nina” by Bulgarian director 
Hristo Simeonov won first prize in 

this category.

Nina, a 13-year-old pickpocket 
with a sharp and wise look, is 
checking the content of a man’s 
wallet she has just stolen. She is 
staring at the unknown family 
pictures with curiosity and sadness 
- A little later, Nina is captured in her 
next attempt to steal. Surprisingly, 
the victim Yana refuses to surrender 
Nina to the police and decides to pay 
a little attention to the girl, taking 
her to lunch.

Spanish director Gonzalez 
Fernandez’s “Like Any Other” was 
named third best film in this section.

In the animation category, the 
award for first best film went 
to “After the Eclipse” by Bea R. 
Blankenhorst from Argentina, while 
“Umbrella” by Ukrainian director 
Daria Dodon won the award for 
second best film.

A scene from “I Won’t Remain Alone” by Yaser 
Talebi.

Front cover of the Persian translation of 
Carmen Laforet’s “Nada”. 

A poster for a section of Iran’s Cinéma Vérité dedicated to reviewing top 
films acclaimed at Portugal’s Doclisboa International Film Festival. 

Cinéma Vérité to review top films 
of Doclisboa festival

NOVEMBER 23, 2021

Iran: Myths and legends

Part 12

The major Pahlavi texts were collected in West, 
1897 and Mole, 1967. The main texts are: Dk. VII, Dk. 
V; Pahlavi Rivayat 47 and Vichirkay-i-denik (the 
latter two only in Mole, 1967), and in parts 
of Zadsparam (only in West, 1897). 

There is also the 13th-century Zartushtnameh, 
based on the earlier texts (Rosenberg). Zoroaster 
and his patron also appear in the Shahnameh. 
Further, Zoroaster aroused interest among 
ancient Western writers. 

His fame is reflected in the considerable body 
of material attributed to him pseudonymously 
by ancient Western writers (Beck, 1991). It was 
asserted by many in the Roman empire that the 
cult of Mithras was created by Zoroaster, though 
some modern commentators question this.

In the following, emphasis is on the theological 
implications of the myths. Later mythology related 
that Zoroaster’s coming had been foretold to the 
first created ox and to Yima. 

For Zoroastrians, Zoroaster was not a historical 
accident; he was part of the divine plan for the 
conquest of evil. By his teaching humanity the true 
nature of good and evil, it was (and is) believed, 
people will eventually reject evil and fight for good. 

His birth marked the introduction of the last 
of four great eras of history—the time when 
evil will be defeated. Zoroaster’s xwarrah, his 
fravashi, and body (tangohr) passed from the 
heavens into the body of a young girl, Dughdov, 
while she was in her mother’s womb. 

At her birth she radiated light, and the demons 
spread the idea she was a sorceress, so her 
father sent her away. But she met, and married, 
Pourushasp. The glory, the spirit, and the body of 
the prophet were thus conveyed from heaven to 
earth through his mother. 

Zoroaster was not divine, but he was divinely 
sent. The Good Creation rejoiced at his birth, 
and the demons trembled, for they knew that 
Zoroaster could smite them. 

He was the only person ever to laugh 
at birth—appropriately in a religion which 
considers misery an affliction from evil—and 
a light shone around his home. Recognizing his 
threat to them, evil forces repeatedly sought to 
kill him; they deluded his father into thinking 
that the light signified he was evil. 

First, he laid his son on firewood and tried to 
light it, but could not. Then, he placed the baby 
in front of stampeding oxen, but the leading ox 
stood protectively over him; a similar episode 
followed with horses. 

The infant was put in the lair of a she-wolf 
with the thought that she would attack him; 
instead she protected him. Evil always seeks 
to destroy good, but even the most deadly 
assaults fail with Ohrmazd’s protection. 

There are stories illustrating the compassion 
and wisdom of the young prophet and his 
resolve in his battle with evil. On one occasion a 
priest entered his home who worshipped false 
gods, for which the child admonished him. 

The priest condemned him, but was struck 
dead as he left the house. Evil should be 
opposed wherever it is found, and good will 
triumph over evil.

Zoroaster was a priest and spent time 
meditating, until one day a transcendent figure 
came and led him into the presence of angels, 
where he was instructed in the Good Religion—the 
first of his eight visions. 

He revealed the divine Truth to people on 
earth because of his experience of heavenly 
forces. When the revelation was complete, 

the demons again sought to lead him astray, 
but in vain. He continued firm in his prayers 
and worship, thus being the true guide for his 
followers in the trials that beset them. 

At first, his teaching was rejected, but after 
convincing a few people he went to king Vishtasp’s 
palace. The court’s learned men disputed with him 
for three days; but, seeing Zoroaster beginning 
to convince the monarch and fearing for their 
established position, they plotted against him. 

He was thrown into prison for necromancy. 
Then a miracle occurred: the king’s favorite 
horse grew ill, and its legs drew into its body so 
it could not move. 

Zoroaster offered to heal the horse on four 
conditions: the king should accept Zoroaster’s 
religion; the warrior prince should fight for the 
religion; the queen should accept the religion, and, 
finally, the plotters’ identities should be revealed. 

As each condition was agreed one of the horse’s 
legs was restored until it was fully healthy again. 
Resolute commitment to the religion overcomes 
any problem. As Vishtasp accepted the religion, 
three archangels appeared at court, promising 
that the protective presence of Ahura Mazda 
would ensure victory over their enemies. 

With the conversion of the court, the march 
of the religion through history began. Zoroaster 
went forth and made the demons, who formerly 
had roamed about in human form, go into 
underground concealment. The Good Religion 
overcomes the powers of evil.

The myths associated with Zoroaster 
circulated beyond the boundaries of Iran, 
and were repeated, mostly in garbled form, 
sometimes (e.g., Clementine’s Recognitions) 
gravely misrepresenting him to bring the 
religion into disrepute. 

He was, for example, identified with Ham, 
the son of Noah, and was said to conjure up 
the stars until a presiding genie, angry at 
his control, destroyed “the arch magician” 
with fire from heaven. 

The first part of his name, “Zoro” was 
interpreted as Greek for “living,” and the ‘aster” 
with the word for star, thus portraying him as 
“the living star,” i.e., an astrologer (de Jong, 1997). 
But for Zoroastrians through the millennia, 
the example set, the revelation brought, by the 
divinely guided and protected prophet inspires 
devotion, provides the ultimate role model, 
reassures them in their fight against evil, and 
supports them in their woes. 

Most Zoroastrian homes proudly display an 
image of their glorious prophet in traditional 
priestly dress; he is a real presence in their 
daily lives.

Myth and sacred geography 
It is natural that in a religion which emphasizes 

that the physical world is the creation of God there 
should be the idea of sacred geography. 

The land of Iran (Eranwez, q.v.), the land of 
the Aryans, is central to much mythology from 
creation to the renovation. The Old Persian 
Ahuramazda is “god of the Aryans.” 

Mithra surveys the whole land inhabited by 
Iranians and bestows peaceful and comfortable 
dwellings in Iranian countries. It is where the first 
human and ox dwelt; Yima built his Vara there, 
and Persepolis is known as Takht-e Jamshid, 
Jamshid’s throne; it is where the mythic Mt. Hara 
and the start of the Chinvat bridge are located, 
where the prophet lived, and where Azhi Dakaka is 
imprisoned. 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued
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