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UK PM braces for 
bruising local 
elections 

Vote counting is about to end in the United 
Kingdom’s local elections with early results 
shedding an interesting insight about the 
political future of Prime Minister Boris John-
son and how his closest opposition party 
leader Keir Starmer will fare in the upcoming 
race for Downing Street.  

This is the first nationwide poll since the 
Premier’s “Partygate” scandal and is being 
widely seen as a test of whether Johnson has 
become an electoral liability for the conserv-
ative party.

Thousands of local seats had been up for 
grabs across England, Scotland, and Wales 
while mayoral elections and Northern Ireland 
assembly votes took place as well. 

That’s more than 6,800 council seats, with 
every council seat in Wales, and Scotland as 
well as thousands more across England and 
all the seats in the capital London, where the 
ruling Tories suffered significant losses. 

Also grabbing headlines in these elections 
is Northern Ireland where voters are elect-
ing all 90 members of the national assem-
bly; with exit polls suggesting the national-
ist Sinn Fein (once the political wing for the 
militant group, the Irish Republican Army, 
the IRA) will be the largest party for the first 
time in history.

If Sinn Fein does emerge victorious, it is 
expected to put forth a vote on reunifica-
tion of Northern Ireland with Ireland, which 
would be another major headache for Lon-
don and could see Britain shrink in territory. 

Decades of fighting between the IRA and 
the British army along with violence did not 
achieve that goal but these elections could 
pave the way for that possibility.   Page 5

2022 Asian Games 
postponed

TEHRAN - The Hangzhou 2022 Asian 
Games have been postponed, the organizers 
said on Friday. 

No reason was given for the delay, but Chi-
na is racing to extinguish its largest outbreak 
of Covid-19 since the early days of the pan-
demic.

“The Olympic Council of Asia has an-
nounced that the 19th Asian Games, original-
ly scheduled to be held in Hangzhou, China 
from Sept.10 to 25, 2022, will be postponed,” 
said a statement on the official Games web-
site.

The new dates for the sporting contest 
“will be announced at a later date”, the state-
ment added.

The postponement was confirmed after a 
meeting of the OCA Executive Board and fol-
lowed detailed discussions with the Chinese 
Olympic Committee (COC) and the Hangzhou 
2022 Organizing Committee (HAGOC). 

The Asian Youth Games, due to be held in 
the Chinese city of Shantou from Dec. 20 to 
28 this year, have also been cancelled, the 
OCA has announced.

China is currently battling against a rise in 
COVID-19 cases with the ongoing situation 
cited as the chief reason for the decision to 
postpone Hangzhou 2022.

“HAGOC has been very well prepared to 
deliver the Games on time despite global 
challenges,” a statement from the OCA read. 

“However, the above decision was taken by 
all the stakeholders after carefully consid-
ering the pandemic situation and the size of 
the Games.”

Biden will be in hot 
water if this situation 
persists in 2024: 
political scientist

By Mohammad Mazhari

TEHRAN - A professor at Princeton School 
of Public and International Affairs says that 
Joe Biden and Democrats may find it hard to 
defeat Trump if they fail to tame the inflation 
rate and reduce unemployment.

“If unemployment and inflation are high in 
2024, Biden and the Democrats will be in big 
trouble,” Charles M. Cameron tells the Tehran 
Times.

Cameron says the main issue in nation-
al elections in the United States is “almost 
always the economy, and to a lesser extent 
national security.” 

The professor adds, “If unemployment and 
inflation are low and Americans feel finan-
cially secure, the situation will be much more 
favorable for the Democrats and more diffi-
cult for Trump. In either case, Trump and the 
Republicans will stress general populist so-
cial issues, since many of their actual stands 
on specific issues are not very popular.” 

Following is the text of the interview;

How do you see the state of Democrats 
and Republicans if we had an election just 
now?

Biden’s approval rating is fairly low (com-
parable to Trump’s), and many Democrats 
are running in vulnerable districts. At the 
same time, enthusiasm among Democratic 
voters is low. If the mid-term election were 
held today, the Democrats  Page 5

Paintings from Iran 
shine at Kanagawa 
Biennial World 
Children’s Art 
Exhibition

TEHRAN – Paintings by 21 Iranian children 
have won awards at the Kanagawa Biennial 
World Children’s Art Exhibition in Japan.

An untitled painting by 13-year-old Zahra 
Jamshidi received one of the eight prizes given 
by the president of the Japan Foundation, one of 
the supporters of the exhibition.

In her drawing, Jamshidi, a member of a 
branch office of the Institute of Intellectual 
Development of Children and Young Adults 
(IIDCYA-Kanoon) in Kermanshah, has illustrated 
a Yalda Night party. 

Yalda Night falls on the last day of autumn, 
and the evening is celebrated by Iranians as an 
ancient tradition.

Other children, including Karen Qobadi, 
Nazanin-Zahra Kuhi, Saba Vadikheil,  Page 8

TEHRAN - The value of trade between Iran 
and Syria rose 60 percent in the previous Ira-
nian calendar year (ended on March 20) as 
compared to the preceding year, the chair-
man of Iran-Syria Joint Chamber of Com-
merce announced.

In an interview with IRNA, Keyvan Kashefi 
said the prospects for expanding econom-

ic relations between the two countries are 
more positive in the current year, given the 
improving conditions for transit through the 
Iraqi border, the increase in flights to Syria, 
and the two governments’ trade agreements.

Expressing dissatisfaction with the current 
level of trade exchanges between the two 
countries, the official said: “Trade with Syria 

is not in proportion with political and social 
relations with the county. Due to the exten-
sive political and social relations, there is also 
a demand for the development of trade ex-
changes and economic relations.” 

He stressed the need for improving the in-
frastructure as a prerequisite for the expan-
sion of mutual trade, saying:   Page 4

TEHRAN — In his Thursday remarks, Israe-
li Prime Minister Naftali Bennett said that he 
heads a government that he never imagined in a 
thousand years would have this composition. His 
remarks were intended to praise his cabinet, but 
what did he really mean by these words?

“Everybody wants the good of the coun-

try,” Bennett said during an event at Israeli 
President Isaac Herzog’s house in Jerusalem. 
However, these remarks come at a time when 
the Israeli regime is declining from within.

Domestic disputes among the Israeli politi-
cians have reached an all-time high, particularly 
when former Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-

yahu and Bennett have entered verbal quarrels 
about the management of the fake regime. 

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett also touted 
the disparate ruling coalition, stressing the 
theme of unity as Israelis marked the coun-
try’s 74th Independence Day.  Page 2

Iran-Syria annual trade up 60% yr/yr

TEHRAN – More than 500,000 people visited 
the historical sites and tourist attractions of Isfa-
han province, during the two-day Eid al-Fitr hol-
idays, which marks the end of the fasting month 
of Ramadan, the provincial tourism chief has said. 

The travelers also made over 140,000 overnight 
stays in authorized accommodation centers during 
the mentioned time, Alireza Izadi explained on Friday. 

Soaked in a rich history and culture, the cap-
ital city of Isfahan was once a crossroads of in-
ternational trade and diplomacy in Iran. Now, it 
is one of Iran’s top tourist destinations for good 
reasons. The ancient city is filled with many ar-
chitectural wonders such as unmatched Islamic 
buildings, bazaars, museums, Persian gardens, 
and tree-lined boulevards. It’s a city for walk-
ing, getting lost in its mazing bazaars, dozing in 

beautiful gardens, and meeting people.

The city has long been nicknamed as Nesf-e-

Jahan which is translated into “half the world”; 

meaning seeing it is relevant to see the whole 

world. In its heyday, it was also one of the largest 

cities in the region with a population of nearly one 

million.  Page 6

Over half a million visit Isfahan sites
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‘Never in a thousand years had I 
thought I’d head this government’

Desertification and 
how to deal with it

By Mehdi Garshasbi

Desertification comes majorly from over-
exploitation of underground water resources 
and contamination of water through releas-
ing industrial and agricultural waste into the 
environment.

Human activities are a primary cause of 
desertification. These activities include over-
grazing of livestock, deforestation, over-cul-
tivation of farmland, and poor irrigation 
practices. 

Considering that Iran is located in an arid 
and semi-arid area, its vegetation is threat-
ened by climate change and declining precip-
itation year by year.

Deserts are arid ecosystems that receive 
fewer than 150mm of precipitation a year.

The amount of evaporation in a desert often 
greatly exceeds the annual rainfall.  Page 7
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Tehran Symphony Orchestra performs with 
German conductor Wolfgang Wengenroth

German maestro Wolfgang Wengenroth conducts the Tehran Symphony Orchestra 
in a concert at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on May 5, 2022.

As a guest conductor, he also accompanied the orchestra on its Friday night 
performance held at the same hall.

Previously on April 25, Wengenroth held a masterclass on piano at Vahdat Hall.
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TEHRAN — As the Vienna talks 
have reached a stalemate, the U.S. 
Senate passed a controversial 
motion that could jeopardize the–
make or break-talks in Vienna. 

A bipartisan substantial portion 
of senators voted late Wednesday 
to endorse a Republican-led 
measure stating that any nuclear 
agreement with Tehran must 
confront what they called Iran’s 
support for terrorism in the 
region, and that the U.S. should 
not lift sanctions on the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). 

According to multiple people 
acquainted with classified 
Hill briefings on the subject, 
lawmakers from both parties 
said it was a preemptive strike to 
Biden’s negotiating team, who have 
all but admitted in private that 
an agreement that goes beyond 
restricting Iran’s nuclear program 
is no longer possible.

The vote was also a 
foreshadowing of the bipartisan 
censure that is expected to follow 
if the U.S. and Iran reach an 
agreement that does not tackle 
Iran’s non-nuclear programs 
and does not remove the IRGC’s 
terrorist classification — a “test 
vote,” as one senator put it.

“It is a strong expression of 
sentiment about where we are 
with Iran and the concern that 
members of the Senate have about 
Iran’s trajectory here as it relates 
to its march toward a nuclear 
weapon — and what we try to do 
to prevent it,” said Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Chair Bob 
Menendez (D-NJ), who was 
absent for Wednesday’s vote but 
would have reportedly supported 
the measure. Menendez voted 
against the 2015 nuclear deal 
negotiated by Barack Obama’s 
administration.

“At the end of the day, I think it’s 

a pretty strong statement,” the 
senator added. 

The decision on Wednesday was 
the first time legislators were 
obliged to speak publicly about the 
fundamental points of contention 
in the Biden administration’s year-
long efforts to resurrect a nuclear 
deal with Iran. It said unequivocally 
that the majority of legislators are 
suspicious of the provisions of the 
accord and would only approve a 
more comprehensive agreement 
that addressed Tehran’s regional 
behavior.

Sen. Chris Murphy, who argued 
against the bill on the Senate floor, 
said it may undercut the Biden 
administration’s accomplishments 
and would be an endorsement of 
Donald Trump’s attitude to Iran.

“To deny this administration 
the ability to enter into a nuclear 
agreement isn’t just folly, it’s 
downright dangerous…. We should 

not endorse four more years of this 
failed Iran policy,” Murphy added. 

On Friday Iran’s IRGC chief 
Hossein Salami said, “Americans’ 
animosity toward the IRGC is quite 
natural and also an interminable 
issue. The decision of the U.S. 
Senate is not an important issue 
for us…”

He added as the Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Khamenei has stated “weapons of 
mass destruction have no place in 
Islamic logic.”

Salami’s remarks were in 
response to the motion passed by 
the U.S. Senate. 

Multiple U.S. officials have told 
Laura Rozen, American reporter, 
that the onus is on Iran, but is it 
really so?

The Biden administration has 
stated that it will not remove 
the IRGC from the list of Foreign 

Terrorist Organizations (FTO) 
unless Iran agrees to some 
reciprocal non-nuclear measures, 
which the U.S. has apparently 
proposed. 

Among the possibilities 
purportedly proposed by the U.S. 
are a mutual promise not to target 
each other’s officials or former 
officials, Iran lifting sanctions on 
U.S. Central Command, or agreeing 
to follow-up regional negotiations, 
according to Rozen.

However, as Iranian Foreign 
Ministry officials have repeatedly 
stated, Iran’s red lines in Vienna 
cannot be violated.

Retaliation against former U.S. 
officials deemed responsible for 
decisions like assassinating IRGC 
Quds Force Commander General 
Qassem Soleimani in January 2020 
is one of Iran’s red lines in Vienna, 
and Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian said on March 
10 that issues related to national 
heroes are non-negotiable. 

General Soleimani was a 
legendary commander in the fight 
against terrorist groups, including 
ISIS, also called Daesh in its Arabic 
acronyms.

In his phone call with European 
Union foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell, Amir Abdollahian reiterated 
that raising new demands by the 
U.S. has no logical justification and 
this is at odds with the country’s 
stance on swiftly reaching an 
agreement. 

Amir Abdollahian also 
underscored that issues related 
to Iran’s national heroes are non-
negotiable, Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
website reported. 

If Biden is serious about 
resurrecting the JCPOA as he 
promised in his elections campaign, 
he’d better prepare the ground in 
the Senate. 

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has 
noted that Tehran has always put great emphasis 
on national unity in Iraq, expressing optimism 
for formation of a powerful government in the 
neighboring country. 

In a phone call with Iraqi Prime Minister 
Mustafa al-Kadhimi on Wednesday, Raisi 
expressed his optimism that Iraq’s political 
process, which began with parliamentary 
elections last year, will lead to the formation of a 
strong government as soon as possible.

For his part, Kadhimi congratulated Raisi on 
the occasion of Eid al-Fitr and praised Iran’s 
support for his nation.

Due to a lack of quorum in the parliament, 
Iraq has been unable to elect a new president, 
extending a painful standoff in Iraqi politics 
months after a general election dramatically 
altered the composition of the legislature.

Iraq conducted its sixth parliamentary 
elections on October 10 of last year, following 
the U.S.-led invasion of the Arab country in 
2003.

They were initially scheduled for 2022, 
but the date was pushed up in response to a 
huge protest movement that erupted in 2019 
calling for economic reforms, improved public 
services, and a more effective fight against 
unemployment and corruption in government 
institutions.

In another phone call with his Indonesian 
counterpart Joko Widodo on Wednesday, 
President Raisi underlined that Muslim world 
has been prioritizing the Palestinian cause over 
the other issues. 

“Muslim countries must have cohesion and 
unity defending the struggles of the Palestinian 
people against Israeli occupation,” President 

Raisi added.
Given the two nations’ unique strengths, 

he emphasized that Tehran and Jakarta may 
strengthen cooperation in various fields by 
working together to utilize their potential.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran seeks to promote 
its relations, with the priority of friendly 
countries, in regional and international fields,” 
Raisi pointed out.

For his part, Indonesia’s president Joko 
Widodo stated that his country is eager to 
expand bilateral, regional, and international 
collaboration with Iran, particularly in the 
domains of energy and health.

Iran and Indonesia share cultural affinities 
and take similar positions on regional and 
international problems, including their support 
for the Palestinian people’s values, Widodo 
stated. 

TEHRAN— Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian on 
Tuesday urged the current U.S. 
administration to “correct the illegal 
behavior” of Donald Trump and take 
steps toward “political initiatives” 
in order to restore the 2015 nuclear 
deal.

Amir Abdollahian made the 
remarks in a telephone conversation 
with his Irish counterpart Simon 
Coveney.

The conversation took place as the 
Vienna talks to revitalize the 2015 
nuclear agreement, officially known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action, or JCPOA, have stalemated.

Iran’s chief diplomat insisted Iran 
will continue the “path of diplomacy” 

to reach a final agreement by 
observing its red lines.

“Now it is the turn of the American 
side to take a realistic approach, 
correct the illegal behavior of 
Trump and take steps toward 
political initiatives. And we also, by 
observing our red lines, continue the 
path of diplomacy to reach a final 
agreement,” Amir Abdollahian said, 
according to a press release by the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry.

Praising efforts by the Irish 
foreign minister to revitalize the 
JCPOA, Amir Abdollahian said 
Iran not only Iran has put forward 
political initiatives during the talks it 
has also shown the necessary will to 
reach a “good, strong and durable” 

agreement in practice.
Former U.S. president Donald 

Trump quit the JCPOA in May 2018 
in violation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 2231 and reimposed all 
sanctions on Iran lifted under the 
JCPOA and imposed new ones under 
different pretexts.  

For his part, Coveney said it 
necessary to achieve a good nuclear 
agreement which would meet the 
demands of Iran and all other sides 
in the Vienna negotiations.

Foreign Minister Coveney also 
said his country will leave no stone 
unturned to reduce international 
tensions, especially efforts to 
resurrect the nuclear agreement.

The Irish foreign minister also 

said the intensification of tensions 
resulting from the Ukraine war is a 
source of worry.

Amir Abdollahian also said he has 
sent the message of the Ukrainian 
foreign minister to his Russian 
counterpart twice. “So far, two times 
I have carried the message of the 
Ukrainian foreign minister to my 
Russian counterpart.”

Iran’s foreign minister reiterated 
Tehran’s strong feeling against 
war and displacement of people 
in Ukraine, Yemen, Palestine, 
Afghanistan, and other parts of 
the world and said “we believe 
that steps must be taken toward 
realization of peace and durable 
stability through political solutions.”

TEHRAN — The United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on the negative impact of 
unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment 
of human rights will start a visit to Iran on 
Sunday, Secretary of Iran’s High Council for 
Human Rights Kazem Gharibabadi announced 
on Thursday.

The visit will provide an opportunity for 
Alena Douhan to become acquainted with the 
destructive effects of the sanctions on the 
Iranian people, Gharibabadi said.

Douhan’s visit will last for 11 days, according 
to Gharibabadi. 

A Thursday report from the High Council for 

Human Rights Office in Tehran also approved 
the news. 

According to Gharibabadi, the request to 
visit Iran was made by the Special Rapporteur 
herself and Iran agreed to it.

Her major purpose, he noted, is to assess 
the harmful impacts of unilateral coercive 
measures on the enjoyment of human rights 
in Iran.

Gharibabadi indicated that the Special 
Rapporteur will meet with government officials 
and leaders from the private sector. 

He added that she will also tour several 
centers to present a comprehensive report.

From page 1  “I head a government that 
I never imagined in a thousand years would 
have this composition,” he said. 

The current government was formed last 
June after Netanyahu and his allies again 
failed to secure a parliamentary majority 
following the fourth elections in two years. 
The conflicts are so high that even Bennett 
had to acknowledge them.

Acknowledging the government’s divides, 
Bennett insisted they were an advantage 
and not a detriment.

“A culture of disagreement is a blessing… 
If we have goodwill and don’t cast doubt 
on each other’s intentions, then we argue 
about the crux of the matter,” he said.

He then went on to say that nothing is 
happening in the country.

“Everything is calm, everything is going 
too smoothly.”

Aside from internal issues, Israel has 
been under scrutiny from the international 
world for inciting riots in Al-Aqsa Mosque.

On Friday, Israeli forces looked for those 
who conducted an axe and knife attack in Tel 
Aviv that killed three Israelis before fleeing 
in a vehicle, according to Al Jazeera.

Police said they were looking for two 
individuals, aged 19 and 20, from the 
occupied West Bank town of Jenin. Some 
behind the recent attacks have come from 
in or around Jenin, and Israeli soldiers have 
launched raids that have caused gun fights 
there. 

“We will get our hands on the terrorists 
and their supportive environment, and they 
will pay the price,” said Mr. “Everything Is 
Calm”, otherwise known as Bennett after 
meeting senior officials late Thursday.

The stabbing on Thursday, which happened 
on the so-called Israel’s Independence Day, 
was the latest in a string of lethal retaliatory 
attacks inside the country in recent weeks.

Israeli assaults into the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound have heightened the unrest in 
Quds.

The Palestinian resistance group Hamas 
praised Thursday’s retaliatory attack, 
saying it was in response to the violence at 
Jerusalem’s holy site.

“The storming of the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
will not go unpunished,” declared Hamas 
spokesperson Hazem Qassem. “The 
valiant operation in Tel Aviv is a practical 
manifestation of what the resistance 
warned of.”

On Thursday, Israeli police invaded the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in occupied 
East Jerusalem, wounding at least 16 
Palestinians and detaining scores.

According to the Sama al-Quds field 
medical center, 14 people were injured, 
including 14 with fractures from rubber-
coated bullets and tear gas asphyxia.

According to the Red Crescent, two 
persons were beaten and transferred to a 
hospital for treatment.

Around 50 Palestinian individuals, 
including the elderly and children, were 
arrested and transported out of the Bab al-
Silsila compound (Chain Gate).

Between 7 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Thursday, at 
least 600 settlers stormed the compound 
through the Moroccan Gate.

Settler incursions into the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque compound under police protection 
resumed after a 10-day break during the 
final days of Ramadan, when tensions were 
high.

In a statement on Thursday, Hamas said 
settler incursions are “a serious escalation 
and direct provocation, threatening a 
comprehensive explosion, for which 
the occupation government bears full 
responsibility”.

Also on April 15, Israeli occupation forces 
invaded the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, 
leaving at least 158 Palestinians injured and 
hundreds imprisoned, according to doctors.

According to the Palestinian Red Crescent 
emergency agency, the majority of the 
injured were transferred to hospitals. The 
endowment said one of the guards at the 
location was wounded in the eye with a 
rubber-coated bullet.

According to the Palestinian Red Crescent, 
Israeli forces hampered the arrival of 
ambulances and paramedics to the mosque, 
while Palestinian media reported that 
dozens of injured worshippers were still 
stuck inside the property.

We cannot know for sure what is 
interpreted as “smooth” for Bennett, but 
surely the apartheid regime of Israel has not 
experienced such forms of intifada in the 
past years. Bennett’s far-right strategy in 
dealing with the Palestinians has backfired 
and mistrust among the Zionist settlers is 
increasing as they are worried about their 
security. Put these together with the fact 
that the Israeli economy is sinking, and we 
have got a new definition of “smooth” in the 
dictionary. 

TEHRAN — An Iranian lawmaker says the 
United States is slapping restrictions on 
Iran’s drone industry in order to get additional 
concessions from Iranians in the Vienna talks.

Mohammad Hassan Asfari said the United 
States’ latest application of sanctions on 
Iran’s drone industry shows that the Islamic 
Republic is a regional power due to its armed 
forces’ skills, including drone strength.

The Iranian-made unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs), known as drones, can fly very long 
distances, carry weapons, and take images 
and videos.

Asafari added the UAVs are very stealthy in 
the face of enemy radars.

He added the Islamic Republic is willing 
to share its knowledge of manufacturing 
UAVs with neighboring countries in order 
to improve regional security and military 
capabilities.

On April 29, the chief of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force 
hailed successful flights by two unidentified 
drones over the Israeli-occupied territory, 
which the Tel Aviv regime attempted to keep 
hidden. Esmail Qaani broke the story while 
addressing Quds Day marchers on the last 
Friday of the fasting month of Ramadan in the 
northeastern city of Mashhad.

MP Asafari said the stealth capability of 
Iran-made UAVs has alarmed the Zionists.

Iranian drones are capable of photographing 
U.S. military facilities in the Persian Gulf, but 
this does not convert into threatening any 
country until it endangers Iran’s national 
interests, he remarked.

Concerning the impact of U.S. sanctions on 
the talks in Vienna, Austria, intended to lift 
anti-Iran sanctions and resurrect the 2015 
nuclear deal, the MP said Washington tries 
to instill fear of Iran in the region in order 
to extract more concessions in the nuclear 
negotiations, but regional states are aware 
that the Islamic Republic is not a threat to the 
region, but the Zionist regime and the U.S. are.

The House of Representatives of the United 
States ratified an anti-Iran bill to limit Iran’s 
defense power. With 424 votes in favor and 2 
against, U.S. legislators approved the bill to 
counter Iran’s drone industry. The bill is called 
Stop Iranian Drones Act, known as SIDA. 
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TEHRAN – In a blow to the Biden 
administration’s stated goal of 
returning to the 2015 Iran nuclear 
deal, the U.S. Senate approved two 
motions drafted by Republican 
senators who vehemently oppose 
diplomacy with Iran. 

On Thursday, the Senate approved 
two so-called Motions to Instruct 
Conferees put forward by Senator 
James Lankford (R-OK) and Senator 
Ted Cruz (R-Texas).

The Lankford motion centers 
around a demand long sought by Iran 
hawks in Washington which is to urge 
the Biden administration to include 
non-nuclear issues such as Iran’s 
influence in the West Asia region and 
its ballistic missiles in any possible 
nuclear deal with Tehran. The motion 
also calls on the Biden administration 
to refrain from revoking the 
designation of the Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) as a Foreign 
Terrorist Organization (FTO).

The Cruz motion highlighted the 
need to maintain the “necessary Iran 
terrorism sanctions” which have 
been at the heart of the demands 
pushed by Iran hawks ever since the 
talks in Vienna over reviving the 2015 
nuclear deal, officially known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), began in April of last year. 

It called for keeping the sanctions 
imposed under terrorism-related 
authorities on the Central Bank of 

Iran the continuation of which will 
almost certainly impede the revival 
of the JCPOA. 

The motions included a weird 
language concerning Iran-China 
cooperation. The Cruz motions called 
on the U.S. government to limit 
“diplomatic, energy, infrastructure, 
banking, financial, military, and 
space cooperation” between Iran 
and China “through terrorism-
related sanctions imposed on the 
Central Bank of Iran and the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps.”

The motions are not binding to the 
Biden administration and they are 
unlikely to have a determining effect 
on the trajectory of talks in Vienna. 
But they do send a symbolic message 
that, at present, only benefits the 
opponents of the JCPOA in the U.S. 

and the region. The hardliners in 
Washington want to send a message 
to the Biden administration that its 
efforts to return to the JCPOA not 
only lack Republican support but also 
will be opposed by fellow Democrats 
in Congress. This may be the reason 
why the word “bipartisan” was 
magnified more than the content of 
the motions. 

Ted Cruz said after the vote, 
“Today’s vote represents an 
overwhelming and bipartisan rebuke 
of the administration’s policies 
that are ignoring and weakening 
sanctions against Iran. The Senate 
made absolutely clear that it will reject 
any attempt to dismantle terrorism 
sanctions on the CBI and the IRGC.”

Senator Lankford made clear that 
the aim of his motion is to prevent a 

deal in Vienna. “The Senate sent a clear 
message tonight that we do not want 
the United States to make a nuclear 
deal with Iran that ignores their past 
behavior and their present intentions,” 
he said on Twitter after the vote.

 Apart from the bickering in 
Washinton over Iran policy, the 
motions seem to be designed to send 
a message to Iran itself that signing 
a deal with an administration lacking 
bipartisan support in its Iran policy 
is not worth the effort as the deal 
will be jettisoned when a Republican 
president returns to the White House 
which remains likely given the low 
approval ratings of Biden.

Of note, in the last round of 
talks, Iran demanded that the Biden 
administration delist the IRGC among 
other things. The U.S. refused the 
demand and the talks ground to a halt.  
The Biden administration did nothing 
to break the deadlock and kept kicking 
the can down the road. Biden officials 
even spoke of their readiness for a 
scenario where the talks fail, which 
seems to be an effort to propitiate the 
hawks. But the Biden administration 
could soon realize that it was trapped 
by self-imposed limits that would 
render the JCPOA a thing of the past. 
Therefore, Biden should make up his 
mind regarding the Vienna talks and 
show the courage of making political 
decisions needed to get the tattered 
nuclear deal back on track. 

Star-studded 
Paykan ready for 
Asian Club Volleyball 
Championship
TEHRAN – Iranian volleyball club Paykan officially 

announced the signing of four volleyball starts for the 
2022 Asian Men’s Club Volleyball Championship.

The Tehran based club have signed Modena Volley 
outside hitter Earvin N’Gapeth and opposite spiker 
Nimir Abdel-Aziz for the competition.

Paykan have also signed Fenerbahce HDI Sigorta 
setter Saeid Marouf and middle blocker Mohammad 
Mousavi. 

The tournament will be held in Tehran, Iran, from 
May 14 to 20.

Al Rayyan of Qatar, Kazakhstan’s Taraz, Nakhon 
Ratchasima QminC from Thailand, Japanese Suntory 
Sunbirds, Iraqi team Al Bahri, Uzbek Telecom from 
Uzbekistan, and Iranian teams Paykan and Shahdabi 
will compete for the title.

The winners of the Asian Men’s Club Volleyball 
Championship will qualify for the FIVB Volleyball Men’s 
Club World Championship. 

Iran defeat 
Australia at 2022 
IFCPF Men’s  
World Cup
TEHRAN – Iran defeated Australia in the 

Group C fixture at the International Federation of 
Cerebral Palsy Football (IFCPF) Men’s World Cup 
on Thursday.

Yaser Rostami and Hossein Tizbor scored for the 
Iranian team in Salou, Spain.

Iran had been held 2-2 by the U.S. in their opening 
match.

The tournament will run through to May 16, with 
matches being held at the Futbol Salou Sports Complex 
in Salou, which is outside Barcelona.

The Women’s World Cup is planned to start on May 7.

Mohammadi 
named executive 
director of 
Persepolis 
TEHRAN – Former Persepolis goalkeeper 

Mohammad Mohammadi was appointed as executive 
director of the club.

He replaced Ebrahim Shakouri in the post.

Mohammadi stepped down from his post in Iran 
U-23 football team sporting director last week. 

Mohammadi started his goalkeeping career in 1995 
in Saipa and joined Persepolis in 2001.

He also played for another Iranian giant Esteghlal.

Rezaei reappointed 
as Iran sitting 
volleyball head coach
TEHRAN – Hadi Rezaei was reappointed as head 

coach of Iran sitting volleyball team.

He parted company with the National Team in last 
year’s September after inspiring Iran to the seventh 
gold medal in the Paralympic Games in Tokyo.

The legendary coach will lead Iran at the 2022 
Sitting Volleyball World Championships in Sarajevo, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Rezaei was named as an Honorary Life Member 
of World Paravolley last week due to his significant 
contribution to the organization over the years.

Shahrdari Gorgan 
win Iran basketball 
league
TEHRAN – Shahrdari Gorgan claimed the title of the 

2021/22 Iranian Basketball Super League (IBSL) for the 
second time on Sunday.

The Gorgan based team won the title after beating 
Zob Ahan in best of five, in which they won the title 3-1.

Sunday night, Shahrdari seized the title with a 95-88 
win over Zob Ahan in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium.

Shahrdari Gorgan point guard Perry Petty scored 
41 points. The American threw a long ball to tie the 
match at 96-96 against Mahram just before the 
final whistle last season.

Shahrdari Gorgan won the match 110-103 in the 
five-minute overtime and claimed the title for the 
first time ever.

Four archers to 
represent Iran at 
2022 Asia Cup - 
Stage II 
TEHRAN - Iran has sent four archers to the 2022 

Asia Cup - Stage II in Sulaymaniyah, Iraq. 

The competition will be held in the Iraqi city from 
May 6 to 11.

Reza Shabani, Nima Naderi, Mohammad Hossein 
Golshani and Mahta Abdollahi have traveled to 
Sulaymaniyah to take part in the recurve competition.

IPL: Esteghlal held, 
Persepolis emerge 
victorious
TEHRAN - Iran Professional League (IPL) leaders 

Esteghlal were held against Sepahan on Wednesday. 

In the match held in Isfahan’s Naghsh-e Jahan 
Stadium, Esteghlal defender Mohammad Daneshgar 
scored with a header just six minutes into the match.

Sepahan Georgian defender Giorgi Gvelesiani leveled 
the score from the penalty spot in the 14th minute.

In Tehran’s Azadi Stadium, 10-man Persepolis 
defeated Paykan 2-0.

Hamed Pakdel opened the scoring for the hosts in 
the 16th minute.

Persepolis midfielder Omid Alishah was sent off in 
the 32nd minute for violent conduct.

Ali Nemati made it 2-0 in the 49th minute.

Elsewhere, Shahr Khodro and Sanat Naft shared 
the spoils in a 1-1 draw, Havadar edged Zob Ahan 1-0 
in Tehran, Foolad were held by Gol Gohar in Ahvaz and 
Aluminum played out a goalless draw against Nassaji.

With five weeks remaining, Esteghlal lead the table 
with 57 points, four points above Persepolis.

Iran weighing 
up friendly with 
Canada
TEHRAN – Iran football federation is weighing up to 

arrange a friendly match with Canada football team.

Iran and Canada both qualified for the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup and will have to play warm-up matches as 
part of preparation for the prestigious event.

Iran are pitted against England, the U.S. and one of 
Ukraine, Scotland or Wales in Group B.

Canada are in Group F along with Belgium, Croatia, 
and Morocco.

Given the long-distance trip, the Iranian team 
would rather play more than one team.

Ecuador football team are also a candidate for the 
friendly.

Iranian athletes 
win two golds at 
2021 Deaflympics
TEHRAN – Iran’s Amirmohammad Daftari and 

Milad Sadeghzadeh claimed two gold medals at 
the Deaflympics underway in the Brazilian city of 
Caxias do Sul.

Daftari his Korean rival in the Men’s -73kg judo final.

Karate athlete Milad Sadeghzadeh also claimed a 
gold medal after beating his Ukrainian rival 7-3 in the 
final match of the -60kg.  

The Deaflympics had initially been scheduled to 
take place from December 5 to 21 in 2021, but was 
postponed due to COVID-19 complications.

The delayed Deaflympics is due to run until May 15.
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TEHRAN - Pakistan’s new Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif has expressed his country’s desire 
to strengthen ties with Iran. 

“On this occasion, I declare my determination 
and commitment to further deepen and develop 
the close and brotherly relations between Iran and 
Pakistan,” he said, according to Fars News.

He made the remarks in a congratulatory 
message to Iranian President Seyed Ebrahim Raisi 
on the occasion of Eid al-Fitr. 

Sharif also wished the best of health and 
increasing success to the Iranian president, as well 
as more honor and well-being of the Iranian people.

Sharif had also last month called for the expansion 
mutual cooperation between Iran and Pakistan.

“I hope that Tehran and Islamabad could establish 
closer relations,” Sharif tweeted.

The Pakistani prime minister also invited Raisi to 
pay an official visit to Pakistan.

In a tweet in April, Pakistan’s embassy in Tehran 
said Sharif has thanked President Raisi for his 
congratulatory message on his election.

“He hoped that they will work together to enhance 
close ties between the two countries & also extended 
an invitation to Mr. Raisi to visit Pakistan,” it said.

In November last year, Raisi met with Pakistani 
President Arif Alvi during his visit to Turkmenistan.

During the meeting, Raisi referred to the 
common grounds and vast capacities for the 
development of Tehran-Islamabad cooperation, 
and said, “The two countries not only enjoy 
neighborly relations, but also have historical and 
cultural bonds, and the use of these capacities can 
contribute to the development of relations is in the 
interest of the two nations and the progress and 
development of the region.”

Ayatollah Raisi stated that the Islamic Republic is to 
deepen comprehensive relations with Pakistan, saying, 
“We consider the relations and cooperation between 

the two countries inadequate given the potentials, and 
we are determined to activate these potentials.”

Referring to the areas and capacities of Tehran-
Islamabad cooperation in the development of 
border markets, transit, transportation, energy and 
tourism, Ayatollah Raisi said, “The Islamic Republic 
of Iran has no restrictions on the development of 
relations with Pakistan.”

Pakistani President Arif Alvi also said in the 
meeting that Islamabad seeks to develop economic 
and trade relations with Iran. “Islamabad attaches 
importance to increasing the level of relations and 
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran.”

President Alvi also pointed to the importance of 
border markets in expanding trade between the 
two countries, saying, “The minister of commerce of 
the government of Pakistan has travelled to these 
areas for the prosperity of these markets and we are 
ready to work with Iran to increase the value of trade 
between Iran and Pakistan.”

New Pakistani PM underlines need to boost ties with Iran

TEHRAN – Commander of the Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps General 
Hossein Salami has said that weapons 
of mass destruction (WMDs) have no 
place in Islamic teachings.

He said that weapons of mass 
destruction, as the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution pointed out, do 
not have any place in the Islamic 

approach, indicating that this is not a 
tactical decision, but a religious ruling.

General Salami made the remarks 
during the closing ceremony of the 
Holy Quran competitions of the 
Revolution Guards, which was held on 
Thursday in the Holy Razavi Shrine in 
the city of Mashhad.

The senior commander added 

that nuclear weapons, as a type of 
weapons of mass destruction, do not 
have any status in the Islamic system, 
noting that the true religion does not 
support resorting to this approach 
in confronting the enemy, Al Alam 
reported.

He added that the Leader announced 
this position to confront the world 

powers that possess nuclear weapons, 
and he decided, in the context of 
complying with the teachings of the 
Holy Quran, to ban the use of weapons 
of mass destruction.

“This approach is an indication that 
His Eminence grew up in the presence 
of the Holy Quran,” General Salami said 
of Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei.

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations Majid Takht 
Ravanchi has urged the international community 
to accelerate efforts to counter the spread of 
Islamophobia in the world. 

Takht Ravanchi noted how some Western anti-
Islam media outlets and officials were contributing 
to creation of “an atmosphere of hatemongering” 
around Islam and Muslims around the world by 
fueling Islamophobia, according to Fars News. 

The Iranian ambassador made the remarks at 
a session of a UN committee on information on 
Wednesday.

“The time has come for the international 
community to condemn this phenomenon and 
take the necessary measures that are aimed at 
fighting Islamophobia and violation of Muslims’ 
basic rights,” Takht Ravanchi said.

He said deployment of coercive economic 
measures are contrary to the principles of 
international law and the humanitarian law that 
have been specified in the UN Charter.

He, therefore, called on the UN to increase its 
efforts to broadcast the negative consequences that 
the unilateral bans have on the target nations.

Takht Ravanchi said that the sanctions had “both 
weakened [the trend of] economic growth in the 
target countries and come to prevent their access to 
basic medical equipment and materials by restricting 
access to overseas’ financial resources.”

Separately, the envoy denounced some countries’ 

abuse of their monopoly of modern communication 
technologies towards “skewing the truth” about 
other countries, especially the developing nations.

“It is imperative that this unfavorable situation 
be immediately addressed by the international 
community,” he said.

In March, the United Nations General Assembly 
adopted a draft resolution on “International Day to 
Combat Islamophobia.”

The Iranian mission to the UN issued a statement 
after the adoption of the resolution. “The growing 
trend of intolerance and prejudice against Islam 
and Muslims worldwide poses a daunting challenge. 
Over the last few decades, harmful stereotypes and 
prejudices regarding Muslims and Islam have been 
chronically reinforced by mainstream media, senior 
politicians, influencers of popular culture and within 
academic discourse. Simultaneously, numerous 
discriminatory practices have been implemented 
in various parts of the world, including restricting 
Muslims from living according to their belief system, 
securitization of religious communities, restricting 
access to citizenship, socioeconomic exclusion and 
pervasive stigmatization of Muslim communities,” 
the statement said. 

It added, “We, as responsible members of the 
United Nations, bear a heavy burden in fighting 
discrimination, racism and xenophobia. We need 
to strongly condemn hate speech and acts of 
hate against Muslims while taking the necessary 
measures to prevent this violation of basic human 

rights of Muslims. It is critical for the United 
Nations to unite against attempts at embracing 
Islamophobia, including through such measures as 
the Muslim travel ban, banning Muslim symbols and 
the abhorrent use of such ignorant terms as ‘Islamic 
terrorism’. It is our firm conviction that terrorism, in 
all its forms and manifestations, cannot and should 
not be associated with any religion, nationality, 
civilization or ethnic group.”

The statement noted, “The Islamic Republic of 
Iran affirms its full support for OIC initiatives to 
combat Islamophobia, in particular the designation 
of the 15th of March as an International Day to 
Combat Islamophobia by the UN General Assembly. 
Through the observance of this day, we can build 
a better global understanding of Islam and 
Islamic precepts and convey, through the General 
Assembly, a message of international solidarity 
and cooperation.”

The statement concluded, “In this regard, we 
welcome the adoption by consensus of the draft 
resolution today by General Assembly. This resolution 
demonstrates our determination to effectively 
and constructively address Islamophobia as one 
of the main challenges faced by the international 
community. We urge all Member States to shoulder 
their responsibilities and live up to their legal 
obligations in order to advance the shared values 
of peaceful co-existence, tolerance and mutual 
understanding. Let us keep striving for justice, 
dignity and inclusion.  For our Muslim brothers and 
sisters — and for all humanity.”

No place for weapons of mass destruction in Islamic approach: IRGC chief 

Iran highlights need to counter Islamophobia



TEHRAN – National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC) plans to increase 
the country’s crude oil production 
capacity to 5.7 million barrels 
per day (bpd) over the next eight 
years, Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr, 
the company’s managing director, 
said.

Speaking on the sidelines of a 
visit to Kharg Island oil terminal, 
Khojasteh-Mehr said the increase 
in the country’s production 
capacity requires an increase in 
the capacity of export facilities, 
Shana reported on Thursday.

The official noted that the 
capacity of Kharg oil terminal 

can also be doubled in case of 
necessity.

Meanwhile, NIOC’s Director of 
Corporate Planning Karim Zobeidi 
put the country’s current oil 
production capacity at 3.8 million 
bpd on Friday.

Back in November 2021, the 
Iranian Oil Ministry had announced 
that plans were underway to 
boost the country’s crude oil 
capacity to near four million bpd 
by March 2022, returning to levels 
not seen since before the U.S. 
withdrew from the nuclear deal 
and re-imposed sanctions on the 
country’s crude sales in 2018.

In the budget bill for the current 
Iranian calendar year (starts on 
March 21), special attention has 
been paid to improving oil and gas 
production and developing energy 
infrastructure across the country 
in order to boost the oil output to 
3.952 million bpd.

Considering the new resource 
allocations for the development 
of the oil industry in the budget 
bill for the current fiscal year, 
the country’s crude oil and 
gas condensate production is 
expected to increase by 144,000 
bpd, Tasnim News Agency 
reported in late January.

Based on OPEC’s latest monthly 
report, Iran’s crude oil production 
in March reached 2.546 million 
bpd to register a 7,000-barrel 
increase compared to the figure 
for February. 

The country produced 2.539 
million bpd of crude oil in 
February, the report said citing 
secondary sources.

The Islamic Republic’s average 
crude output for the first quarter 
of 2022 stood at 2.528 million bpd 
indicating a 56,000-bpd increase 
compared to the figure for the 
fourth quarter of the previous 
year, the report indicated.

From page 1   “Every trader needs to get his 
goods to the destination as soon as possible, 
but due to the fact that Syria does not share a 
border with Iran, the shipping cost and delivery 
time increases.”

Kashefi further noted that since Syria is also 
sanctioned like Iran there are also financial and 
banking problems in the way of trade with this 
country.

The head of Iran-Syria Joint Chamber of 
Commerce stated that important measures 
have been taken to expand economic relations 
between the two sides, saying: “Last year we saw 
a 60 percent growth in trade with this country, 
but there is still a gap with the planned horizon.”

Referring to Syria’s restrictive regulations 
for foreign trade, Kashefi said: “The exchanges 
between the two countries should be subject to 
preferential tariffs and in some cases even zero 
tariffs, so that we can speed up exchanges by 
reducing costs.”

Referring to the recent visit of the industry, 
mining and trade minister along with 
representatives of the private sector to Syria, 

the official noted that the Syrian side expressed 
great interest in the expansion of trade with the 
Iranian side.

“Establishing trade relations with Syria is a 
win-win game, and both countries will benefit 
from it,” he added.

Earlier in February, Kashefi had said that Iran 
and Syria plan to increase their trade turnover to 
$500 million in 2022.

According to the official, currently, up to eight 
percent of all the products that are exported 
from Iran to Iraq end up in the Syrian market, not 
being recorded as imports from Iran.

TEHRAN- The area under 
greenhouse cultivation has tripled 
in Hormozgan province, in the 
south of Iran, over the past six 
years, and reached 760 hectares 
from 250 hectares, Tasnim news 
agency reported.

One of the development 
capacities of Hormozgan, which 
can generate a lot of income for 
the country depending on the 
activation of economic diplomacy 
and accurate market regulation, is 
the greenhouse development, and 
in this due adding 5,000 hectares 
of greenhouses is part of the 
province’s vision, the report said.

Due to the climatic conditions 
of Hormozgan province, one of 
the necessities in the field of 
agriculture is to move toward 
new cultivation methods, and 
in this regard, development of 
greenhouse cultivation is very 
important because this type of 
cultivation is more productive than 
outdoor cultivation.

In recent years, the water crisis 
has caused serious challenges in 
Iran’s agriculture sector.

To solve this problem, 
several solutions, including the 
implementation of pressurized 
irrigation project and greenhouse 
cultivation, have been emphasized 
by experts and officials in this 
sector.

Iranian Agriculture Ministry’s 
Greenhouse Development Program 
is one of the priority projects of this 
ministry which aims at increasing 
productivity, efficiency, and water 
consumption management in the 
agriculture sector.

The program was approved in 
the Iranian calendar year 1395 
(ended on March 20, 2017) under 

the framework of the National 
Resilient Economy Plan.

The development of the 
country’s agricultural parks and 
greenhouses not only is going to 
create new job opportunities but 
also increases the country’s non-
oil exports and helps preserve 
the environment and the national 
water and soil resources.

In last August, Darioush 
Salempour, the director of the 
Agriculture Ministry’s Greenhouse 
Development Program, had 
mentioned the ministry’s plans for 
the modernization and renovation 
of the country’s traditional and old 
greenhouses, saying: “Our plan in 
the 10-year horizon is to improve 
and renovate more than 5,000 
traditional, wooden and worn-out 
greenhouses across the country.”

“We have planned to renovate 
about 650 to 700 hectares 
of traditional and worn-out 
greenhouses each year,” he added.

Due to the growing need of 
the market for flowers and 
ornamental plants, as well as off-
season vegetables and summer 
crops, greenhouse cultivation has 
become one of the most profitable 
agricultural sectors today.

Cultivation in the controlled 

space of the greenhouse will 
have an average of 10 times 
higher yield per unit area than 
outdoor cultivation due to suitable 
environmental conditions.

For example, in the case of 
cucumber, each square meter 
in the greenhouse will have 
a production capacity of 20 
kilograms of cucumber, while 
compared to outdoor production, 
the production capacity of one 
square meter of arable land will 
be much lower and about two 
kilograms.

Significant reduction in 
water consumption in modern 
greenhouses is in fact the 
major advantage of greenhouse 
cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, due to 
the closed environment, water loss 
through various evaporation ways 
is greatly reduced. Also, through 
mechanized irrigation methods 
such as irrigation canvas and 
irrigation tape, water consumption 
is minimized.

Increased control over pests, 
weeds and diseases is the 
other advantage of greenhouse 
cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, due to 
accurate monitoring and control of 

pests and diseases, especially the 
use of biological control methods 
and a sharp reduction in the use 
of chemical pesticides, we will see 
an increase in product quality, that 
will lead to the popularity of the 
product in the market and increase 
export capability.

As a result, along with preserving 
the soil and environment, we will 
see good foreign currency income.

As announced by the director 
of the Agriculture Ministry’s 
Greenhouse Development 
Program, 3,200 hectares of 
greenhouses is targeted to be 
established in the country in the 
current Iranian calendar year 
(started on March 21).

Darioush Salempour said 
that according to the plans and 
coordination made with the 
agriculture departments of the 
provinces, 3,200 hectares of 
greenhouses will be created in the 
country, and 686 hectares will be 
improved and renovated this year.

Greenhouse development in 
each of the provinces will be done 
based on climatic conditions and 
capacities, infrastructure for 
access to facilities, manpower 
status, proximity to the target 
consumer market and export 
markets, population, development 
history and investment in this 
field, he further explained.

This year, based on the plans 
and also the mentioned factors, 
provinces such as Sistan-
Baluchestan, Fars, Kerman (south 
of the province), Tehran, East 
Azarbaijan, Ardebil, Bushehr, 
Khorasan Razavi, Hormozgan, Yazd 
and Isfahan will be given priority in 
the development of greenhouses, 
the official added.

TEHRAN - The value of trade between Iran 
and the United States reached $15 million in 
the first three months of 2022, to register a 
55-percent rise year on year.

Based on the data released by the United 
States Census Bureau, the two countries 
traded $9.7 million worth of goods in the 
first quarter of 2021, Tasnim news agency 
reported.

According to the mentioned data, Iran 
exported $4.7 million worth of commodities 
to the U.S. during Q1 2022, registering a 
drastic increase of 4,700 percent.

The U.S. had imported only $100,000 worth 
of goods from Iran in the first three months 

of 2021.
The imports from the U.S. also increased 

by seven percent compared to the figure for 
the previous year’s same period in which 
Iran imported only $9.6 million worth of 
commodities from the U.S.

The Islamic Republic imported $10.3 million 
worth of goods from the U.S. in Q1 2022.

The amount of trade between Iran and the 
United States is not significant compared to 
the two countries’ total trade with the world. 
Iran ranks 175th among the U.S.’s top export 
destinations in the mentioned period while 
the country occupied the 161st among the U.S. 
sources of imports.

TEHRAN - The value of non-oil export from 
Khorasan Razavi province, in the northeast 
of Iran, rose six percent in the past Iranian 
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20), 
from its preceding year, the acting head of the 
province’s customs department announced.

Javad Jafari said that 2.607 million tons of 
commodities worth $1.4 billion were exported 
from the province in the past year, indicating 
five percent fall in terms of weight year on year.

The official named Iraq, Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, Pakistan, and Tajikistan as the 
major export destinations of the province’ 
products.

He further announced that 229,000 tons of 
commodities worth $579 million were imported 
to Khorasan Razavi in the previous year, with 53 
percent rise in value and 23 percent growth in 
weight year on year. 

He named Oman, China, Tajikistan, and 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as the main 
sources of imports to the province during the 

previous year.
As previously announced by the head 

of Islamic Republic of Iran’s Customs 
Administration (IRICA), the value of Iran’s non-
oil trade rose 38 percent in the past Iranian 
calendar year 1400, as compared to its previous 
year.

Alireza Moqadasi put the country’s non-oil 
trade at 162 million tons worth $100 billion in 
the past year.

He said that Iran exported 122 million tons 
of non-oil products worth $48 billion in the 
previous year, which was $14 billion (41 percent) 
more than the figure for its preceding year.

The country’s non-oil trade record in 1400 
was reached while the toughest sanctions 
were imposed on Iran, but thanks to God 
and the efforts of entrepreneurs, producers 
and the cooperation of foreign trade-related 
organizations, a historical record was achieved 
in the past year which was unprecedented in 
recent decades, the official underlined.

TEHRAN- The fishery output of West 
Azarbaijan province, in the northwest of Iran, 
stood at 6,700 tons in the past Iranian calendar 
year 1400 (ended on March 20), a provincial 
official announced.

Mohammad-Baqer Qoreyshi, the director for 
fisheries and aquatic affairs in the province’s 
Agriculture Department, said that the figure 
is expected to reach over 7,200 tons in the 
present year.

Existence of rich and diverse water resources 
in the province has put West Azarbaijan in the 
first place among non-coastal provinces of 
the country in terms of fishery output in the 
previous year, the official further highlighted.

As stated by an official with Iran Fisheries 
Organization (IFO), production of 714,000 tons 
of fishery has been targeted for the current 

Iranian calendar year.
Morteza Afrasiabi, the acting head of the 

IFO’s fishery development department, said 
that of the mentioned figure, 277,000 tons will 
be fishes bred in cages and 70,000 tons will be 
shrimps.

Achieving the targeted 714,000 tons of 
fishery requires infrastructure as well as 
credits and banking facilities, the official added.

Fishery production has increased noticeably 
in Iran in recent years.

Enjoying high quality, Iran’s fishery products 
were sold easily in the export markets, and 
also some new export destinations welcomed 
these products in the past three years; as new 
markets including China, South Korea, and the 
Eurasian Union nations opened up for Iranian 
fishery products.

TEHRAN – Phase 11 of Iran’s giant 
South Pars gas field development project 
is expected to produce 14 million cubic 
meters (mcm) of gas on a daily basis by 
the end of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 20, 2023), an official with the 
National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) said.

Karim Zobeidi, NIOC’s director of 
corporate planning, said one of the most 
important concerns of the Oil Ministry is 
the proper supply of gas during the cold 
season, IRNA reported.

Pointing out that by the end of the 
current Iranian calendar year the 
production from the first phase of South 
Azadegan oil field should also reach 
220,000 barrels per day, Zobeidi added: 
“Increasing production from the joint oil 
fields of West Karun region is a priority for 
the thirteenth government.”

“In Phase 14 of South Pars, the remaining 
three trains of the phase’s refinery will be 
commissioned this year,” he said.

Phases 22 to 24 of South Pars are also 

going to go fully operational, according to 
the official.

Iran had previously awarded the 
development of the phase 11 project to a 
consortium comprised of France’s Total, 
China National Petroleum Corporation 
(CNPC), and Petropars which is a subsidiary 
of the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC), 
however Total and CNPCI pulled out of the 
project in 2019 due to the U.S. sanctions.

Currently, Petropars is developing the 
phase 11 project after its partners left the 
contract.

The drilling operation for the first well 

of mentioned phase was officially started 
in December 2020. In the early production 
stage, the output of this phase will reach 
500 million cubic feet (equivalent to 14 
million cubic meters) per day.

Back in January, the managing director 
of Petropars Company had announced the 
implementation of two new contracts as 
of December 22, 2021, to accelerate the 
development of the mentioned phase.

According to Hamid-Reza Masoudi, the 
mentioned deals were concerned with 
the construction of an off-shore pipeline 
as well as the installation of the phase’s 
SDP11B platform.

South Pars is the world’s largest gas 
field, covering an area of 3,700 square 
kilometers of Iran’s territorial waters.

The giant field is estimated to contain 
a significant amount of natural gas, 
accounting for about eight percent of the 
world’s reserves, and approximately 18 
billion barrels of condensate. The field is 
divided into 24 standard phases.
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capacity 
planned to 
reach 5.7m 
bpd in 8 years

Iran-Syria annual trade up 60% 
yr/yr

Area under greenhouse cultivation tripled in Hormozgan in 6 years

Quarterly trade between Iran, 
U.S. stands at $15m

Daily production from South Pars phase 11 to reach 14 mcm by Mar. 2023

Annual non-oil export from Khorasan 
Razavi increases 6% 

West Azarbaijan’s annual fishery output 
stands at over 6,700 tons



Biden will be in hot water if this situation 
persists in 2024: political scientist

From page 1   would probably lose the 
lower house of Congress (the House of 
Representatives) and possibly the Senate 
as well. This is what I expect next November 
as well, barring major developments.

Biden’s critics accuse him of cognitive 
inability. To what extent can this affect 
the results of presidential elections?

Some partisan Republicans like to 
suggest that Biden’s mental acuity is low. 
There is little evidence for this, but he is a 
noticeably old and somewhat frail man. If 
he truly runs again in 2024, voters will think 
about his age. He continues to say he will 
run again, to avoid becoming a “lame duck,” 

but that remains to be seen.
Do you think Trump enjoys sufficient 

support among the public or his popularity 
is limited to Republicans?

Trump remains very popular among hard-
core Republicans, so much so that he is the 
front-runner to become the Republicans’ 
presidential nominee in 2024. But his 
popularity among Independents (about one-
third of voters) is much lower, and of course, 
he is thoroughly detested by Democrats. If 
something happens to Trump 
so that he does not run, the 
Republicans have some other 
strong candidates.

Could you imagine a 
situation in which Trump is 
president again? How the 
country would look like in 
terms of democracy and 
international reputation?

This is not an easy question 
to answer. It depends partly 
on what issues become central 
in the 2024 election, including 
unexpected events like a new 
pandemic or war. However, Trump is a very 
vindictive person with little regard for 
legality or the norms of American politics. 
So he will probably try to take revenge on 

people he sees as his “enemies.” He will 
likely return to anti-immigration as a major 
issue, and will again pursue his somewhat 
strange foreign policy. So, more favorable 
to Putin,  very supportive of the right-wing 
in Israel and of the Saudis, strongly anti-
Iranian, and a trade war with China.

What factors will mainly shape 
Americans’ behavior in the upcoming 
elections?

The main issue in American national 
elections is almost always 
the economy and to a lesser 
extent national security.  If 
unemployment and inflation 
are high in 2024, Biden and 
the Democrats will be in big 
trouble and Trump may well 
return to the White House. If 
unemployment and inflation 
are low and Americans 
feel financially secure, the 
situation will be much more 
favorable for the Democrats 
and more difficult for Trump. 
In either case, Trump and the 

Republicans will stress general populist 
social issues, since many of their actual 
stands on specific issues are not very 
popular.

The United States provided 
intelligence that helped Ukrainian 
forces locate and strike the 
flagship of Russia’s Black Sea fleet 
last month, another sign that the 
administration is easing its self-
imposed limitations on how far 
it will go in helping Ukraine fight 
Russia, U.S. officials said, according 
to the New York Times.

The targeting help, which 
contributed to the eventual sinking 
of the flagship, the Moskva, is part 
of a continuing classified effort by 
the Biden administration to provide 
real-time battlefield intelligence 
to Ukraine. That intelligence also 
includes sharing anticipated 
Russian troop movements, 
gleaned from a recent American 
assessment of Moscow’s battle 
plan for the fighting in the Donbas 
region of eastern Ukraine, the 
officials said.

The administration has sought 
to keep much of the battlefield 
and maritime intelligence it is 
sharing with the Ukrainians secret 
out of fear it will be seen as an 
escalation and provoke President 
Vladimir V. Putin of Russia into a 
wider war. But in recent weeks, 
the United States has sped heavier 
weapons to Ukraine and requested 
an extraordinary $33 billion in 
additional military, economic and 
humanitarian aid from Congress, 
demonstrating how quickly 
American restraints on support for 
Ukraine are shifting.

Two senior American officials 
said that Ukraine already had 
obtained the Moskva’s targeting 
data on its own, and that the 
United States provided only 
confirmation. But other officials 
said the American intelligence was 
crucial to Ukraine’s sinking of the 
ship.

The U.S. intelligence help to 
strike the Moskva was reported 
earlier by NBC News.

On April 13, Ukrainian forces 
on the ground fired two Neptune 
missiles, striking the Moskva and 
igniting a fire that eventually led 
to the sinking of the warship. 
Attention has also focused on 
whether the aging ship’s radar 
systems were working properly. 
Ukrainian and U.S. officials said the 
Moskva was possibly distracted by 
Ukraine’s deploying of a Turkish-
made Bayraktar drone nearby.

Immediately after the strike, 
Biden administration officials 
were scrupulously silent, declining 
to confirm even that the Moskva 
had been struck. But in recent 
days, American officials confirmed 
that targeting data from American 
intelligence sources was provided 
to Ukraine in the hours before the 
Neptune missiles were launched.

The officials declined to 
elaborate on what specific 
information was passed along, but 
one official said the information 
went beyond simply a report on 
the ship’s location in the Black Sea, 
65 nautical miles south of Odesa.

The sinking of the ship was a 
major blow to Russia and the most 
significant loss for any navy in 40 
years.

Russia has denied Ukrainian 
missiles played any role in the 
Moskva’s demise, claiming instead 
that an onboard fire caused a 
munitions explosion that doomed 
the ship. Independent Russian 
news outlets based outside the 
country have reported that about 
40 men died and an additional 100 
were injured when the warship 
was damaged and sank.

Biden administration officials 
have declined to publicly confirm 
that American intelligence 
provided the targeting information 
that allowed Ukraine to hit the 
Moskva.

The Pentagon press secretary, 
John F. Kirby, asked about 
a report in The Times of London 
that a Navy P-8 spy plane from 
Sigonella air base in Italy was 
tracking the Moskva before it 
was hit by Ukraine, spoke of air 
policing missions in the Black 
Sea as part of a carefully worded 
response: “There was no provision 
of targeting information by any 
United States Navy P-8 flying in 
these air policing missions,” he 
said.

An American official said the 
Ukrainians asked the Americans 
about a ship sailing in the Black 
Sea south of Odesa. The United 
States identified it as the Moskva, 
and confirmed its location. The 
Ukrainians then targeted the ship. 
The Ukrainians carried out the 
strike without the prior knowledge 
of the United States. The official 
said the United States provided 
confirmation to the Ukrainian 
military, but other officials said it 
was not certain Ukraine could have 
hit the ship without U.S. assistance.

After this article was published, 
Mr. Kirby added in a statement, 
“The Ukrainians have their own 

intelligence capabilities to track 
and target Russian naval vessels, 
as they did in this case.”

American officials have 
acknowledged publicly that 
actionable intelligence was 
provided to the Ukrainians in 
the run-up to Russia’s invasion 
on Feb. 24, and that the practice 
has continued in the weeks 
since. But these officials have 
shied away from confirming 
American involvement in Ukrainian 
operations that have resulted in 
the deaths of Russian soldiers.

The U.S. assessment of Russia’s 
war plan for the Donbas region 
allowed a senior Pentagon official 
to say last week that Russia 
appeared to be “several days 
behind” schedule in its offensive 
there because of stiff Ukrainian 
resistance and continuing supply 
line problems.

Russian forces can always 
deviate from their plans, but 
American officials said the 
intelligence allows Ukrainian 
forces to avoid attack in 
some locations and position 
themselves to strike Russians in 
others.

Although the administration 
remains wary of provoking Mr. 
Putin to the point that he further 
escalates his attacks — President 
Biden has said he will not send 
American troops to Ukraine or 
establish a “no-fly zone” there — 
current and former officials said 
the administration found some 
value in warning Russia that 
Ukraine had the weight of the 
United States and NATO behind it.

Officials said Moscow had 
its own calculations to weigh, 
including whether it could handle 
a bigger war, particularly one 
that would allow NATO to invoke 
its mutual defense charter or 
enter the war more directly.

The New York Times reported 
on Wednesday that American 
intelligence about Russian 
movements provided to Ukraine 
has allowed Kyiv to target and kill 
a number of Russian generals. On 
Thursday, Mr. Kirby, the Pentagon 
spokesman, acknowledged 
intelligence sharing with the 

Ukrainians but provided few 
details.

But Mr. Kirby said the Ukrainians 
have their own sources of 
intelligence, which they combine 
with others and choose what 
targets to strike. “They make their 
own decisions,” Mr. Kirby said. “And 
they take their own actions.”

In an interview on Thursday 
with CNN, Representative Adam 
B. Schiff, the California Democrat 
who leads the House Intelligence 
Committee, said the Biden 
administration had been loath to 
discuss intelligence sharing for 
fear of saying anything “that will 
escalate the conflict.”

“We are providing real-time 
intelligence to Ukraine to help it 
defend itself,” Mr. Schiff said. “I don’t 
think the administration wants to 
go into specifics about just what 
kind of what circumstances, but 
we want to make sure that Ukraine 
is successful.”

For decades, the Moskva, a 
potent embodiment of Russian 
naval power in the Black Sea, 
bristled with missiles and 
loomed ominously on the horizon, 
inspiring awe in those who saw it.

But American Navy officials 
who toured Russian cruisers when 
there was U.S.-Russian military 
cooperation in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s said the Moskva 
had problems. There was little 
visible damage control equipment 
aboard the warship for quickly 
putting out shipboard fires.

The officials said they could 
not see fire extinguishers or fire 
hoses in passageways throughout 
the ships. On American ships, 
such equipment is stored close at 
hand to allow the crew to rapidly 
extinguish fires, which is critical 
at sea.

Russian media reports have 
said a fire onboard ignited an 
ammunition magazine, seriously 
damaging the Moskva. American 
officials say the Neptune missiles 
most likely caused the fire, which 
the crew could not contain before 
the aging vessel ultimately sank 
while being towed to port.

“The Russian military had long 
debated whether to retire the 
Moskva,” said Michael Kofman, 
the director of Russia studies 
at CNA, a research institute in 
Arlington County, Va. “It was an 
aging Soviet cruiser in dire need 
of modernization.”

But with a shortage of 
cruisers and destroyers, Moscow 
ultimately decided to extend its 
service. It was the Moskva’s guns, 
in fact, that fired on Ukraine’s 
Snake Island in the first days of 
the war.

From page 1   Experts had previously 
said if the ruling conservatives lose more 
than 350 seats it would indicate the party 
found itself facing a very tricky test to 
retain power in the upcoming general 
elections.

Early election results show Johnson’s 
Conservatives suffering losses in the 
ballots with scores of council seats lost.

Prior to the elections, an increasing 
number of reports had emerged of 
conservative candidates, fearing they 
would lose their seats, doing their utmost 
to distance themselves from the Prime 
Minister; a sign of just how much damage 
Johnson has inflicted on the ruling party. 

The Prime Minister broke his own 
coronavirus lockdown laws to attend 
parties and gatherings in his Downing 
Street office at a time when households 
across the country faced severe restrictions 
and financial punishments with regards to 
their movement, social contacts, and other 
restrictive rules the government imposed. 

The former Tory minister Nick Boles, 
who once served as Johnson’s chief of 
staff when the UK PM was serving as the 
mayor of London, declared he was voting 
Labour, while Johnson’s former highest-
ranking advisor in his prime ministerial 
role, Dominic Cummings, repeated his calls 
on polling day for “regime change”.

In 2019, Johnson turned conventional 
British politics upside down by winning in 
both the traditional Conservative southern 
heartlands and more industrial areas in 
central and northern England. 

The results this time around appear to 
be much more mixed and will not be to the 
UK Premier’s liking. 

One of the constituencies that has 
been under a lot of attention among the 
British public is the London borough 
of Wandsworth which has been under 
conservative party hands for 44 years. 

Exit polls show Wandsworth has now 
been won by Labour, for the first time since 
1974. Ravi Govindia, the local Conservative 
leader, believes voters had punished the 
party because of a cost-of-living crisis.

He blames his defeat on “a perfect storm 
of the cost of living crisis, 12 years of a 
Conservative government and redrawn 
boundaries”.

“This is a warning shot from Conservative 
supporters - a fair number just stayed at 
home.” 

He also notes that he doesn’t believe 
there has been “a huge conversion” to the 
Labour party.

The Conservative leader of the 
nearby Barnet Council Daniel Thomas 
acknowledged his party has also lost 
control of the constituency. Another 
historic defeat for the conservatives has 
also been announced in Westminster 
showing the Tories have lost their political 
muscle in the British capital with three 
major wins for the Labour opposition.

That’s not to say Labour has done 
specularly well outside London as results 
slowly trickle in, the Lib Dems and the 
Greens have also managed to cause upsets 
across the country. 

Analysts say the early exit polls show 
good results for Labour leader Starmer 
but not the kind of results that indicate 
a Labour majority at the next general 
election. However, Labour does not have 
to win a majority for Starmer to be Prime 

Minister.
Nevertheless, as one conservative MP 

Stephen Hammond acknowledged; the 
“Partygate” scandal was a big influence on 
voting and that his local area in Wimbledon 
(London) saw a high turnout as “angry 
Tories” voted against his party.

“That ought to be a clarion bell ringing 
in Downing Street to make sure we are 
concentrating on the cost of living” he 
warned.

The Conservative Party co-chairman has 
also admitted “we have had some difficult 
election results.”

Scotland and Wales are yet to start 
declaring results but Johnson’s support 
has waned and the Prime Minister looks to 
be in trouble as the government grapples 
with a cost-of-living crisis and revelations 
about his conduct. 

According to one YouGov poll, after 
Johnson was fined by the police, almost 
80-percent thought he had lied about 
parties, while other surveys have shown 
the British public overwhelmingly think he 
should resign.

Now many Conservative members of 
parliament are mulling whether Johnson 
is an electoral liability, and a poor showing 
in the local elections for the conservatives 
may trigger a Tory leadership challenge.

After the polls had closed, the Liberal 
Democrats party leader Ed Davey, said: 
“I am optimistic that thanks to their hard 
work, the Liberal Democrats will gain 
ground in areas across the blue wall 
where voters are fed up of being taken for 
granted.”

“After knocking on hundreds of doors 
this election, one thing is clear: people 
are sick of Boris Johnson’s Conservatives. 
They have had enough of seeing their 
taxes hiked, sewage dumped in their 
rivers, and local health services run into 
the ground.”

Despite people casting their ballots 
for local representatives who are mainly 
responsible for planning issues, housing, 
and rubbish collections, etc., the local 
elections gave voters their first chance 
to have their say on the broader national 
issues. 

These include the soaring energy prices 
and rising inflation, the cost of food 
products, the war in Ukraine, and a stimulus 
test for the Prime Minister following his 
scandals, among other issues.   

The elections come as The Bank of 
England has warned that inflation will hit 
ten percent by the end of the year. 

It says the Russia-Ukraine conflict has 
sharply intensified the global inflationary 
pressures and has led to a “material 
deterioration in the outlook for the world 
and UK growth.” 

It also warned the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict may cause further supply chain 
disruptions.

Critics accuse the ruling conservative 
British government of playing a negative 
role in the conflict by pouring weapons 
into a warzone instead of backing the 
peace process. 

Supporters of Johnson say the economic 
problems are not something limited to 
the UK but all Western countries, who 
took a financial blow from the COVID-19 
pandemic while the results of the Ukraine 
war have hit already rising prices for food 
items, energy, and other services.
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Trump is a 
very vindictive 

person with 
little regard 
for legality 

or the norms 
of American 

politics.

UK PM braces for bruising local 
elections 

US intelligence helped Ukraine strike Russian flagship, officials say



TEHRAN - In the vicinity of 
the grand bazaar in the heart of 
Tehran, stands the Qazaq-Khaneh 
(Cossack’s quarters), a centuries-
old edifice that still shows off a 
minimal architecture. 

The monument was originally 
a military fort in the Qajar era, 
serving as a base hosting Qazaqs 
(Cossacks), a special military 
force created under an agreement 
between Iran and Russia and led 
by Reza Shah and Colonel Vladimir 
Platonovitch Liakhov. 

Qazaq-Khaneh was converted 
into the Ministry of War during the 
Pahlavi epoch. Now, it serves the 
University of Art for educational 
purposes.

The three-story structure has 
halls on the first floor as well as 
corridors with different rooms on 
the upper floors. Besides the main 
building, two other structures once 
served as dormitories for soldiers.

Its architecture is a mixture 

of Iranian and European arts, 
reflected in various porches built 
with nice views. The porches were 
raised to serve as platforms for 
high-ranking figures to watch 
military ceremonies used to be 
held in the nearby areas. 

In fact, The Qazaq-Khaneh 
building is the core of the Meydan-e 
Mashq, a military shooting range 
covering around 160,000 square 
meters. 

However, in subsequent urban 
developments, this rifle range was 
turned into a garden and its well-
known gate was built under Reza 
Shah’s command

The area formerly known as 
Mashq Square is a must-see where 
you can easily spend a day visiting 
its different museums and sites. 

As mentioned by Lonely Planet, 
Tehran is so much more than 
a chaotic jumble of concrete 

and crazy traffic blanketed by a 
miasma of air pollution. 

Embracing the lower slopes of 
the splendid, snowcapped Alborz 
Mountains, the city is the nation’s 
dynamic beating heart and the 
place to get a handle on modern 
Iran and what its future will likely 
be.

Exploring this fascinating 
metropolis will transport you on 
a journey through more than 250 
years of Iranian history – from 
the glittering Golestan Palace 
and the adjacent Grand Bazaar 
to the beautiful Azadi Tower 
and the notorious former U.S. 
embassy. 

Then there are the city’s many 
excellent museums and serene 
gardens. In such places, as well as 
in contemporary cafes, traditional 
teahouses, and on the walking 
trails in the mountains, you can 
relax and enjoy all that’s good 
about Tehran.

TEHRAN –The UNESCO-designated Uramanat 
region in western Iran has considerable 
potential to become a tourist hub, the director 
of the Iranian National Commission for UNESCO 
has said.

By properly introducing this region and 
providing the necessary infrastructure, it will 
become a major tourist destination capable 
of attracting tourists from all over the world, 
CHTN quoted Hojjatollah Ayyubi as saying on 
Wednesday. 

UNESCO added the region to its list of World 
Heritage sites because of its beauty, grandeur, 
glory, antiquity, and its people’s art and culture, 
the official added. 

“As the region is now a World Heritage, 
people around the world can enjoy its beauty,” 
he noted. 

Stretched on the slopes of Sarvabad county 

at the heart of the Zagros Mountains, and 
shared between the provinces of Kordestan 
and Kermanshah in western Iran, the Uramanat 
cultural landscape embraces hundreds of 
villages, 106,000 hectares of land, and 303,000 
hectares of surrounding properties.

It boasts dense and step-like rows of houses 
in a way that the roof of each house forms the 
yard of the upper one, a feature that adds to its 
charm and attractiveness.

Archaeological findings dating back about 
40,000 years, caves and rock shelters, 
ancient paths and ways along the valleys, 
motifs and inscriptions, cemeteries, mounds, 
castles, settlements, and other historical 
evidence attest to the continuity of life in the 
Uramanat region from the Paleolithic to the 
present time.

According to the UN body, Uramanat is an 

exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition 
of the semi-nomadic agropastoral way of 
life of the Hawrami people, a Kurdish tribe 
that has resided in the Zagros Mountains for 
millennia. This outstanding cultural tradition 
is manifested in the ancestral practices of 
transhumance, the mode of seasonal living 
in Havars, steep-slope terraced agriculture, 
soil and water management, and traditional 
knowledge for planning and constructing 
steeply terraced villages, and rich diversity of 
intangible heritage, all reflecting a harmonious 
co-existence with nature.

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a 
bonanza from its numerous tourist spots 
such as bazaars, museums, mosques, bridges, 
bathhouses, madrasas, mausoleums, churches, 
towers, and mansions, of which 26 are inscribed 
on the UNESCO World Heritage list.

From page 1   Isfahan is renowned not 
only for the abundance of great historical 
bridges but also for its ‘life-giving river’, 
the Zayandehrud, which has long bestowed 
the city an original beauty and fertility. The 
cool blue tiles of Isfahan’s Islamic buildings, 
and the city’s majestic bridges, contrast 
perfectly with the encircling hot, dry Iranian 
countryside.

This year’s Ramadan began on April 03, 
which falls in the spring season in Iran, and 

came to an end on Monday evening. Because 
of the nature of the lunar calendar system, the 
dates of Ramadan vary each year and there is 
always a sort of disagreement among scholars 
as to when Ramadan precisely start or come to 
an end.

By tradition, the new moon crescent 
which is sighted by the naked eye marks the 
beginning of a new lunar month but these days 
Muslims prefer to lean towards astronomical 
calculations to avoid such confusion.

TEHRAN – The tourism ministry has 
allocated a budget for providing electricity 
and installing street lights across a road 
that goes to the ancient Babak fortress in 
northwest Iran. 

On Thursday, the Minister of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts assigned 20 
billion rials (about $71,000) for the electricity 
supply of Babak fortress and its surroundings, 
ISNA reported. 

The ancient fort is named after Babak 
Khorramdin, an Iranian national hero, warlord, 
and revolutionary leader who fought against 
Arab invaders until he died in 838 CE.

Up to the moment, 80 billion rials has been 
spent on the project. It is estimated that 60 
billion rials are needed for its completion. And 
today, 20 billion rials is allocated,” Ezzatollah 
Zarghami said on Thursday. 

“Considering that Qarabag region and 
especially Kalibar county is one of the important 
tourist destinations in East Azarbaijan 
(province) due to its distinct location, 
strengthening its tourism infrastructure 
is necessary and is on the agenda for the 
ministry,” the tourism minister explained. 

“When the project is accomplished, tourists 
can easily climb this historical fort at night,” 
Zarghami said.

The ruined fortress is nestled atop a sharp 
cliff.  Thus, ascending the mount to set foot on 
the ancient fort may seem somewhat arduous 
for many visitors but in most cases proves to 
be a considerable and gratifying experience.

Occupying a cultural position somewhere 
between King Arthur and Robin Hood, the 
fortress can be reached via several access 
paths, though the normal route ascends stairs 
behind the seasonal Babak Hotel.

It consists of several stone towers and 
lodging areas stretched over a space of nearly 
ten thousand square meters and the origins 
of the monument are said to date from the 
Sassanid era (224–651).

Once at the top, onlookers are greatly 
rewarded with vistas of the encircling 
Arasbaran oak forests, jagged cliffs, and steep 
gorges.

Babak fortress is embraced with Arasbaran 
Protected Area, which is a candidate for 
inclusion in the UNESCO World Heritage list for 
2018.

Qazaq-Khaneh: a former military 
edifice in downtown Tehran 

Over half a million visit Isfahan sites

6 S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

MAY 7, 2022

TEHRAN TIMES

TOURISM

Uramanat holds potential to become tourist hub

First Announcement 

INTERNATIONAL TENDER No: 1401/103-09/03 
Tender Holder:
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Tender :
 Broadcasting the TV network of Hispan TV on Hispasat 30W satellite in accordance with the technical specification 
and other terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:
From Sunday 08 May 2022 (1401/02/18) 09:00 a.m until Wednesday 11 May 2022 (1401/02/21) by 14:00 p.m with 
presentation of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document: 
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4th Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel 
Esteghlal  St. Vali –Assr Ave,Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:
Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000  Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR 
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participanting in tender is USD 37200 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 9300000000 which 
should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

- Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:
The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation package/envelope separately packed , should 
be submitted no later than 09:00 a.m. on Saturday 18 June 2022 (1401/03/28) at the address mentioned in 4th clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:
The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes is on Saturday 18 June 2022 (1401/03/28) at 10:00 a.m 
in the office of International Purchasing Dept. 
            
Time and place of opening Envelopes:
The  envelopes A of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion and approval of Technical and 
Commercial committee will be opened on Sunday 19 June 2022 at 04:00 p.m (1401/03/29) in the office of Financial 
Vice President .In case of  complete content in the envelopes A the envelopes of B and C of eligible participants will 
be opened at the same time and place.
The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.
Fore more information please see :
www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/        Tel: 00982122167053
        Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB 
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First Announcement 

INTERNATIONAL TENDER No: 1400/103-84/03 
Tender Holder:
 ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Tender :
 Broadcasting the TV network of English iFILM on Paksat 1R@38°E satellite in accordance with the technical spec-
ification and other terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:
From Sunday 08 May 2022 (1401/02/18) 09:00 a.m until Wednesday 11 May 2022 (1401/02/21) by 14:00 p.m with 
presentation of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document: 
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4th Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel 
Esteghlal  St. Vali –Assr Ave,Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:
Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000  Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR 
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participanting in tender is USD 27200 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 6953000000 which 
should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:
The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation package/envelope separately packed , should 
be submitted no later than 09:00 a.m. on Saturday 18 June 2022 (1401/03/28) at the address mentioned in 4th clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:
The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes is on Saturday 18 June 2022 (1401/03/28) at 10:00 a.m 
in the office of International Purchasing Dept. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Time and place of opening Envelopes:
The  envelopes A of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion and approval of Technical and 
Commercial committee will be opened on Sunday 19 June 2022 at 04:00 p.m (1401/03/29) in the office of Financial 
Vice President .In case of  complete content in the envelopes A the envelopes of B and C of eligible participants will 
be opened at the same time and place.
The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.
Fore more information please see :
www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/        Tel: 00982122167053
        Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB 
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“Renewal”

Street lights to be installed across 
Babak fortress



TEHRAN – “Iran”, a fertile fe-
male Asiatic cheetah who lately 
gave birth to three cubs, has 
the ability to reproduce for at 
least the next 5 years, Ali Sala-
jeqeh, head of the Department 
of Environment (DOE), has 
stated.

The endangered female chee-
tah gave birth to three cubs in 
captivity, for the first time for 
the subspecies.  The cubs were 
born at the Touran Wildlife Ref-
uge in Semnan province, on 
May 1st, by cesarean section.

However, one of the cubs who 
were weaker than the others 
lost his life on Wednesday, as 
the mother refused to accept 
the cubs and they were fed by 
hand.

What matters the most is 
the captive breeding of chee-
tahs to preserve the genes of 
this species, Salajeqeh further 
highlighted.

All scientific aspects and 
global experiences of this ac-
tion should be carefully stud-
ied to publish the results and 
achievements in different lan-
guages, he noted.

Hassan Akbari, deputy head 

of the Department of Environ-
ment (DOE), said in January 
that the Asiatic Cheetah was 
down to just 12, from an esti-
mated 100 in 2010.

The cheetah habitat in the 
southern part of the country is 
stretching to over three million 
hectares but is hosting only a 
few cheetahs.

The DOE has long been try-
ing to breed Asiatic cheetah in 
the wild and in captivity so that 
the species is protected from 
extinction, but none appeared 
successful.

Previously, artificial insemi-
nation has been conducted on a 
female cheetah called ‘Delbar’ 
several times, and all failed.

Fastest mammal endan-
gered

Over the past 60 years, Iran 
is home to the last known 
population of Asiatic cheetah, 
which once roamed across 
vast ranges of the west and 
south Asian countries, from 
West Asia to India. Listed as 
critically endangered by the 
IUCN, the Asiatic cheetah is 
among the rarest cats in the 
world at the subspecies level, 

with fewer than 50 believed to 
remain in Iran.

Cheetahs’ habitats in Iran are 
stretching over 12 million hect-
ares of land area and over the 
past 16 years, only experts col-
laborating with the CACP proj-
ect have strived to count 48 
cheetahs using trap cameras 
and other technical methods.

Roads fragmenting cheetahs’ 
habitats are the main threats 
to the species, while guard 
dogs and stray dogs, drought 
spells, decreasing population 
of the prey species to support 
the cheetahs, and habitat loss 
are also other factors endan-
gering the sparse population of 
the cheetahs in the country.
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Tehraners donate 56 % more blood in Ramadan 
TEHRAN – Over the holy month 

of Ramadan (started on April 3 this 
year), blood donation has increased 
by over 56 percent in Tehran com-
pared to the same period last year, 
Mohammad Reza Mehdizadeh, 
head of the Tehran blood transfu-
sion organization, has said.

In the aforesaid month, a total 
of 31,839 people donated blood 
across the capital, he further noted.

Referring to the 46 percent growth 
in blood donation of Tehrani women, he 
noted that some 5,849 people joined 
the blood donors for the first time 
during the holy month of Ramadan.

Over 2.1m Iranians donate 
blood per year

Blood donation in Iran has long 

been done voluntarily as over 2.1 
million Iranians donate blood an-
nually, Haji-Beigi said on June 14.

There are currently 178 blood 
donation centers in the country, 
with Fars, Khorasan Razavi, Khu-
zestan, Tehran, and Mazanda-
ran provinces having the largest 
number of blood donation cen-
ters, he stated.

Highest blood donation in 
Eastern Mediterranean

While blood donation in 70 
countries still depends on re-
placement or paid donors, Iran is 
the first country in the region that 
has enjoyed voluntary blood do-
nation by 100 percent since 2007.

More than 85 percent of all 
donated blood worldwide is used 
to produce blood products, while 
the rate is 65 percent in Eastern 
Mediterranean countries. Iran 
ranks among the highest-income 
countries in terms of converting 
more than 97 percent of the blood 
donated by people to plasma-de-
rived medicinal products (PDMP).

Only 55 of 171 countries pro-

duce PDMP through the frac-
tionation of plasma collected in 
the reporting country. A total of 
90 countries reported that all 
PDMP are imported, 16 countries 
reported that no PDMP was used 
during the reporting period, and 
10 countries did not respond to 
the question, according to WHO.

Iran currently has the highest 
blood donation rate in the Eastern 
Mediterranean region so out of 
9.9 million blood donation units in 
this region, more than two million 
belongs to Iran.

Also, the index of blood dona-
tion is 25 per 1,000 populations, 
while in the member states of the 
Eastern Mediterranean region, 
this number is 14.9 per 1000.

Listed as critically 
endangered by the 

IUCN, the Asiatic 
cheetah is among 
the rarest cats in 
the world at the 
subspecies level. From page 1    In all deserts, there is little 

water available for plants and other organisms.

Many countries are working to reduce the 
rates of desertification. Trees and other vegeta-
tion are being planted to break the force of the 
wind and to hold the soil. 

Iran is home to about 3.8 percent of the world’s 
total desert areas. Some 61 percent of the coun-
try’s area is covered by arid and semi-arid lands, 
which is 3.1 times the global average. The Desert 
ecosystem accounts for 43.7 million hectares 
area of the country’s land.

Meanwhile, 20.2 million hectares area of the 
desert ecosystem is affected by wind erosion, of 
which 7.6 million hectares are in critical condition.

Overgrazing livestock compact the soil, pre-
venting it from absorbing water and fertiliz-
ers. Agricultural production is devastated, and 
the economy of a region suffers.

Between 2015 and 2020, approximately 12,000 
hectares of forests across the country have been 
wiped out annually, the Forests, Range, and Wa-
tershed Management Organization has said, put-
ting the country’s forests at 14.3 million hectares.

To deal with the problem, the Organization has 
launched two comprehensive plans to mitigate 
desertification.

These projects include watershed manage-
ment, aquifer, flood control, desertification, 
forest development, rangeland rehabilitation, 
conservation, and support projects aimed at 
conserving water and soil, protecting vegetation, 
preventing erosion, and reducing drought and 
nutrition damage.

The national budget bill for the current Irani-
an calendar year 1401, which started on March 
21, has allocated 16 trillion rials (about $53 mil-
lion) for watershed management, which is nearly 
fourfold the budget for the previous year.

Part 5

The Caspian forests, unique among the temper-
ate forests of the world and in part a legacy of the 
Tertiary period, are disappearing with alarming ra-
pidity. A survey conducted in 1975 showed an area 
of 1.84 million hectares of prime forest; according 
to forestry experts, more than three quarters of 
this area has been destroyed since the 1980s. 

This is a staggering loss, apart from devastating 
damage to watersheds and the resultant soil ero-
sion and floods. The Caspian rain forests, unlike the 
Zagros forests, are commercially valuable; timber 
valued at billions of dollars, which could have been 
a sustainable resource, has been lost.

During the 1980s more than 100,000 hectares 
were reforested at great expense, while sever-
al million hectares of natural forest were being 
eradicated. By 1991 the Ministry of Reconstruc-
tion, newly responsible for forests and range-
lands, had begun a drive, supported by the media, 

to halt the destruction of forests and rangeland. 

Notwithstanding this, however, it has now be-
come apparent that 300,000 ha of forest land 
were transferred to private ownership in the 
course of the first five-year plan (1989-94); an-
other 300,000 ha of forest will be privatized in 
the course of the next five-year plan. 

A similar program is being implemented with 
respect to rangeland, and it would appear that sev-
eral million hectares of rangeland is being, and will 
be, privatized within the same period. The justifica-
tion for this program appears to be an increase in 
agricultural production, but experts agree that, on 
the one hand, it will actually result in a net economic 
loss (i.e., reduced yield) and, on the other, that the 
ecological consequences will be irreversible dam-
age to watersheds, accelerated erosion, and the 
destruction of valuable ecosystems.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued

TEHRAN – Flood has stricken 73 cities in 17 
provinces across the country over the past ten 
days, ISNA news agency reported on Friday.

During this period, 17 provinces of East 
Azarbaijan, West Azarbaijan, Ardabil, Isfahan, 
Ilam, Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari, North Khorasan, 
South Khorasan, Khorasan Razavi, Zanjan, Sem-
nan, Kerman, Kermanshah, Kohgiluyeh-Boyerah-
mad, Lorestan, Yazd, and Tehran were inundated.

The Iranian Red Crescent Society aid workers, 
including 221 teams, provided relief and rescue 
services to 2,645 people in flood-affected ar-
eas, offering emergency accommodation to 316 
flood victims, and relocating 115 to safe areas, 
Mehdi Valipour, head of the IRCS Relief and Res-
cue Organization, said.

Additionally, water was pumped out of 233 
flooded houses, and food items were distributed 
among the flood victims, he added.

20% of areas at high risk of flood

Twenty percent of areas across Iran are highly 

prone to flooding, Khosro Shahbazi, former head 
of the Forests, Range, and Watershed Manage-
ment Organization (FRWMO) said in January 
2020.

“Precipitation in Iran is one-third of the world’s 
average, as the country is located in a dry and 
fragile region where we experience 11 millime-
ters decrease in precipitation every 10 years and 
an increase in evaporation of more than 50 milli-
meters every year,” he explained.

Rainfall fluctuations usually lead to flood and 
devastation, so comprehensive planning for 
watershed management and flood control is re-
quired, he noted.

Since most of the water supply is extracted 
from groundwater resources, the country is in 
a critical condition in terms of groundwater re-
sources, he stated, highlighting that because in-
take is less than water withdrawal from the aqui-
fers, the best way to store rainwater is through 
watershed and aquifer projects.

Desertification and how to deal with it

Efforts to protect natural resources, 
wildlife, and ecosystems in Iran

Flooding hits over 70 cities across Iran

“Iran” able to reproduce 
cheetahs for next 5 years

New cases 375

New deaths 12

Total cases 7,224,431

Total deaths 141,157

New hospitalized patients 76

Patients in critical condition 952

Total recovered patients 6,999,709

Diagnostic tests conducted 50,401,134

Doses of vaccine injected 149,057,825

ENGLISH IN USE

‘Only 15 % of Tehran’s construction, 
demolition waste recycled’

While some 50,000 tons of construction and demolition waste is pro-
duced in Tehran daily, only 10 to 15 percent of which are recycled and the 
rest is dumped or disposed, Mohammad Hossein Bazgir, head of Tehran’s 
department of environment (DOE) has said.

Waste materials, generally termed as construction and demolition waste, 
are part of construction materials’ packaging, containers, and spent ma-
chinery and equipment parts that are no longer usable.

“A good portion of construction wastes can still be usable with proper 
planning and their usage can be a solution itself to the burgeoning waste is-
sues that the communities and the construction industry face,” Bazgir said.

He further referred to a construction waste management unit opened in 
Abali in Damavand county last week, and stated that the unit is capable of 
recycling some 3,000 tons of construction waste, ISNA reported on Tuesday.

تنها ۱۵ درصد نخاله های ساختمانی تولید شده 
در تهران بازیافت می‌شود

رییس اداره محیط زیست شهر تهران با بیان اینکه در تهران 
گفت:  می‌شود،  تولید  ساختمانی  نخاله  تن  هزار   ۵۰ روزانه 
متاسفانه تنها ۱۰ تا ۱۵ درصد این زباله‌ها بازیافت می‌شود و 

بیش از ۸۰ درصد آن دپو می‌شود.
محمد حسین بازگیر در گفت و گو با ایسنا، اظهار کرد: بازیافت 
پسماندهای ساختمانی بخشی از فرایند مدیریت پسماند است که 
سبب می‌شود این نوع زباله‌ها دوباره به چرخه مصرف بازگردانده و 
بسیاری از مشکلاتی که که مردم و صنعت ساخت و ساز با آن روبرو 

هستند، برطرف شود.
ظرفیت این واحد بازیافت حدود ۳۰۰۰ تن است و می‌تواند این 

مقدار نخاله و آوار ساختمانی را بازیافت کند.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

COVID-19 UPDATES ON MAY 6 

Nine countries attend RoboCup IranOpen competitions
TEHRAN – Over 100 teams from 9 countries 

participated in the 16th RoboCup IranOpen 
competitions (RoboCup 2022), which wrapped 
up on Friday.

The foreign teams that attended the compe-
titions are from Turkey, Brazil, Malaysia, China, 
France, Germany, Afghanistan, Canada, and 
North America, Mohammad Norouzi, head of 
the ornithopter league, has said.

Emphasizing that these teams have partic-
ipated in national competitions remotely and 
do not have a physical presence, explained that 
foreign teams competed in three of the simula-
tion leagues online.

The 16th edition of RoboCup IranOpen brought 
together 135 teams, amounting to 800 partic-
ipants, from across the country to compete in 
different fields of robotics and Artificial Intelli-

gence with a focus on soccer robots.

The three-day event kicked off on Wednesday, 
in Dr. Habibi Library and Documentation Center.

RoboCup (Originally called Robot World Cup 
Initiative) is an international research and edu-
cation initiative. It is an attempt to foster AI and 
intelligent robotics research by providing a stan-
dard problem where a wide range of technologies 
can be integrated and examined, as well as being 
used for integrated project-oriented education.

The event was first launched in 1997 and 
was inspired by the victory of a computer chess 
player against the then world chess champion, 
Gary Kasparov.

Currently, over 7,000 knowledge-based com-
panies are active in the country, manufacturing 
diverse products to meet the needs of the do-

mestic market while saving large amounts of 
foreign currency.

The fields of aircraft maintenance, steel, 
pharmaceuticals, and medical equipment, oil, 
and gas are among the sectors that research-
ers in technology companies have engaged in, 
leading to import reduction.



Frome Page 1   Maya Tavassoli, 
Diba Arabpur, Helia Qadimi-
Nasiri, Paria Entezami and 
Hooman Nik’ain, were among the 
winners of the Kanagawa Prize.

Ilia Cheraghi, Fatemeh Khademi, 
Nesa Mahmudi, Zeinab Rahimi, 
Melika Abolhassani, Asra Rahnama, 
Sadra Hakiminia, Hedyeh Jafarpur, 
Shokufeh Ehsani, Bahareh 
Puryusef, Kiana Qanbarzadeh and 
Sana Abdollahzadeh are other 
winners of the prize. 

The exhibition is organized 
by the Kanagawa Prefectural 
Government and Japan Overseas 
Cooperative Association. 

Japan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and Communications, 
Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), U.N. Association 
of Japan, National Federation of 
UNESCO Association in Japan, 
National Council of YMCAs of 
Japan, Japan Committee for 
UNICEF, Kanagawa Prefecture 
Municipals, Kanagawa Prefecture 
Board of Education, Kanagawa 
Prefecture Municipal Boards 
of Education and Kanagawa 
Prefecture Japan-China 

Friendship Association are other 
supporters of the exhibition.

The winning artworks were 
showcased in the exhibition held 
in the summer of 2021 at Earth 
Plaza in Kanagawa, a coastal 
prefecture just south of Tokyo.

The grand prizes went to “Deeper” 
by the 12-year-old Bangladeshi 

girl, Nafisa Maliyat Syeda, “My 
Happiness” by Thin Keawsod from 
Thailand and “A Mantis Is Here” by 
Yanai Daiki from Japan.

“Merry Mice” by Vikhliaiev 
Volodymyr from Ukraine and 
“Tug of War on Sports Day” by 
Mitsuhashi Kento from Japan 
won the Minister Awards.

The president of the Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency also awarded eight 
paintings, including “Mountain 
Chamois” by Gabriela Pietrzak 
from Poland, “Unity” by Afsheen 
Arissa Raiyan from Bangladesh 
and “Liang Xin” by Hu Zhan Ge 
from China. 

An untitled painting by the 13-year-old Iranian girl, Zahra Jamshidi, received a president of the Japan Foundation award 
at the Kanagawa Biennial World Children’s Art Exhibition in Japan.

Cover of 
the Persian 
translation 
of Louise 
Glück’s poem 
collection “The 
Wild Iris”.

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Managing Director: Mohammad Shojaeian

Editor-in-Chief: Ali A.Jenabzadeh

Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 88808214 — 88808895

Email: info@tehrantimes.com

Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000

Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051430

Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807

Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603

Printed at: Jame Jam Bartar Borna - 44197737

No. 18, Bimeh Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran     P.o. Box: 14155-4843     Zip Code: 1599814713

Te h r a n t i m e s 7 9

TEHRAN TIMES

G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

If you overpower your enemy, then pardon him by way of 
thankfulness to Allah, for being able to subdue him.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:13:01       Evening: 20:15        Dawn: 4:30  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:06 (tomorrow)

Omar Khayyam: As mathematician
Part 4
As noted by some historians, one of the 

features of the anthyphairetic definition of 
same ratio is that, unlike Euclid’s Definition V.5, 
it allows for each one of the ratios that make 
up a proportion to be considered independently 
of the other, which is necessary in order to 
give a meaning to the concept of ratio in itself, 
notably for regarding a ratio between any two 
magnitudes as a number.

Euclid had already used the anthyphairetic 
process for finding the greatest common 
measure of two numbers and of two 
commensurable magnitudes.  

He also used it as a criterion for proving that 
two numbers are prime to one another, and 
that two magnitudes are incommensurable; 
he, however, did not use this process to define 
proportional magnitudes.  

In Topics VIII.3. 158b 29-35, Aristotle states: 
“It would seem that in mathematics also some 
things are not easily proved by lack of a definition, 
such as the proposition that the straight line 
parallel to the side which cuts the plane [i.e., the 
parallelogram] divides in the same way both the 
line and the area.  

But when the definition is stated, what was 
stated becomes immediately clear.  For the 
areas and the lines have the same alternating 
subtraction (antanairesis); and this is the 
definition of the same proportion”.  

In his commentary on this passage, Alexander 
of Aphrodisias (ca. 210) adds: “For the definition 
of proportions which those of old times used 
is this: Magnitudes which have the same 
alternating subtraction (anthyphairesis) are 
proportional.  

But he [i.e., Aristotle] has called anthyphairesis 

antanairesis”.  Many historians consider this 
as evidence of the existence in pre-Euclidean 
mathematics of a definition of proportional 
magnitudes based on anthyphairesis, and some 
have attempted to reconstruct such a pre-
Euclidean theory of proportion; however, no 
trace of this anthyphairetic definition has been 
found in any extant Greek mathematical text.

The first mathematical text in which the 
anthyphairetic definition of same ratio is 
explicitly mentioned is the Treatise On the 
Difficulty Concerning Ratio (Resala fi’l-moshkel 
men amr al-nesba) by Abu Abdollah Mohammad 
ibn Isa ibn Ahmad Mahani (fl. 860).  

In it Mahani considers the ratio of two 
homogeneous magnitudes as the state occurring 
to each magnitude when measured by the other.  

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued 

What’s in Tehran art galleries
Painting

* An exhibition of paintings by Arsia Moqaddam is currently 
underway at Homa Gallery. 

Entitled “My Fantasy Land”, the exhibit will run until May 23 at 
the gallery located at No. 8, Fourth Alley, Sanai St., Karim Khan 
Ave.

* A collection of paintings by Hushang Hatefi is on display in an 
exhibition at Tarrahan Azad Gallery.

The exhibition named “Fire Temple” will be running until May 17 
at the gallery located at 5 Salmas Square, off Fatemi St.

* Asal Atarod Tehrani is hanging her latest collection of 
paintings in an exhibition at Haft Samar Gallery. 

Entitled “Spoken Hands”, the exhibition will be running until 
May 11 at the gallery that can be found at No. 8, Fifth Alley, Kuh-e 
Nur St., Motahari Ave.

* Shirin Ettehadieh is showcasing her latest paintings in an 
exhibition at Vista Gallery.

Entitled “Abstract Landscapes from Past and Present”, the 
exhibition will run until May 23 at the gallery located at No. 11, 
12th Alley, Mir Emad St.

* Naqshe Jahan Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of 
paintings by Alma Kohan.

The exhibit will run until May 11 at the gallery located at 9 
Ayatollah Mahmudi St. in the Niavaran neighborhood.

* A group of artists with special diseases, including Maryam 
Javadi, Amir-Ehsan Zureh and Yazdan Marashipur, is displaying 
their latest paintings in an exhibition at Ayrik Gallery.

The exhibition named “The World from My Point of View” will 
run until May 11 at the gallery located at Ayrik Center on East 
Ferdows Blvd.

Sculpture
* An exhibition of sculptures by Maryam Khalifeh is currently 

underway at Golestan Gallery. 
The exhibition will be running until May 18 at the gallery that 

can be found at 34 Kamasai St. in the Darus neighborhood.

* An exhibition entitled “Alchemist” is showcasing the latest 
sculptures by Reyhaneh Raei at Shirin Gallery 2.

Shirin Gallery 1 is also playing host to a photo exhibition named 
“Saadi’s Dreams”.

 The exhibits will run until May 18 at the gallery located at No. 5, 
13th St., Karim Khan Ave.

Multimedia
* Aria Gallery is showcasing a collection of artworks in various 

media by Tara Fatehi and Golrokh Nafisi.
The exhibit named “Maps for a Voyage to Mount Qaf” will be 

running until May 13 at the gallery located at No. 10 Zarrin Alley, 
near Beheshti St., Vali-e Asr Ave.

* Artworks in various media by a number of artists, including 
Nasira Yusefi, Mehdi Mirbaqeri, Vahid Mohammadi and Golbarg 
Shabani, are on view in an exhibition Atbin Gallery.

The exhibit titled “Insilknist” will run until May 17 at the gallery 
that can be found at 42 Khakzad Alley, Vali-e Asr Ave. near the 
Parkway Intersection.

Paintings from Iran shine at Kanagawa 
Biennial World Children’s Art Exhibition

MAY 7, 2022

 Iranian filmmaker Mehrdad Hassani 
(R) accepts the Grand Prix of the Busan 
International Short Film Festival for his 

drama “Adjustment” on May 2, 2022.

Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Louise Glück’s “The Wild Iris” 
published in Persian

TEHRAN – American poet and 
essayist Louise Glück’s poem 
collection “The Wild Iris” has been 
published in Persian.

Iham is the publisher of the 
Persian translation by Rosa Jamali.

Originally published in 1992, “The 
Wild Iris” received the Pulitzer Prize 
and the Poetry Society of America’s 
William Carlos Williams Award.

It is a stunningly beautiful 
collection of poems that 
encompasses the natural, human 
and spiritual realms.

Bound together by the universal 
themes of time and mortality and 
with clarity and sureness of craft, 
Glück’s poetry questions, explores 
and finally celebrates the ordeal of 
being alive.

Glück was born in New York 
City of Hungarian Jewish heritage 
and grew up on Long Island. She 
attended Sarah Lawrence College 

and later Columbia University.
She is the author of twelve books 

of poetry, including: “A Village Life”, 
“Averno”, which was a finalist for 
the National Book Award; “The 
Seven Ages”, “Vita Nova”, which was 
awarded the New Yorker’s Book 
Award in Poetry; “Ararat”, which 
received the Library of Congress’s 
Rebekah Johnson Bobbitt National 
Prize for Poetry. 

She has also published a 

collection of essays, “Proofs and 
Theories: Essays on Poetry”, which 
won the PEN/Martha Albrand 
Award for First Nonfiction.

In 2001, Yale University awarded 
Glück its Bollingen Prize in Poetry, 
given biennially for a poet’s lifetime 
achievement in his or her art. 

Her other honors include the 
Lannan Literary Award for Poetry, 
the Sara Teasdale Memorial Prize. 

Glück is the recipient of the 
National Book Critics Circle Award, 
the Academy of American Poet’s 
Prize, as well as the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology Anniversary 
Medal (2000).

In 2020, Glück was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Literature, “for her 
unmistakable poetic voice that with 
austere beauty makes individual 
existence universal.”

In addition to previously being 
a senior lecturer in English at 
Williams College in Williamstown, 
MA, she has also been a member of 
the faculty of the University of Iowa 
and taught at Goddard College in 
Vermont. 

Glück currently lives in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts and teaches at 
Yale University, where she is the 
Rosencranz Writer in Residence, 
and in the creative writing program 
of Boston University.

“Adjustment” wins Grand Prix at Busan International Short Film Festival

TEHRAN – Iranian filmmaker Mehrdad 
Hassani’s drama “Adjustment” has won the 
Grand Prix at the Busan International Short 
Film Festival.

The organizers of the festival, which took 
place in the Korean city of Busan from April 27 
to May 2, announced the winners on May 3.

The film follows Shahrokh, a 9-year-old 
effeminate boy humiliated and pushed away by 
his family and friends, who makes up his mind 
to assume a new identity and comes out to 
the people of his village. Having been through 
a series of ordeals, Shahrokh, dressed in girl’s 
clothes, shows up at school and confronts his 
classmates.

“A delicate and poetic look on a moment in 
the life of a child, where no deeper feeling or 
intimate belief could scratch out the power 
of popular traditions and habits, made by 
prejudice and false ideals, stained by the 
weight of the religion,” the jury said in its 
statement. 

“A clean portrait about the power of the 
innocence, where the actors with a natural 

approach lead the story in an important and 
necessary storytelling,” the jury added.

Belgian director Valéry Carnoy’s “Titan” was 
given the Excellence Award.

The film is about Nathan, a young boy of 13, 
who prepares to join the gang led by his friend 
Malik by participating in a strange ritual.

“A raw story is told with full awareness of the 
cinematographic expedient,” the jury said.

“Direction and photography bring the 
audience between the protagonist and the 
other young characters, making his feelings 
and emotions universal. An original but so true 
screenplay played in an excellent way by the 
young actors, in the silence of the suburban 
landscape,” they added.

“At the Feet of My Mother” by Dutch filmmaker 
Vincent Sparreboom won the audience award.

Growing up as a parent to your parents, 
leaves deep marks on the soul. During one 
“family constellation therapy session,” 
Lucien is finally coming to terms with his 
unsafe childhood. Looking at the intricate 

expressions on his face, we are taken on an 
emotional journey as Lucien moves through 
long-suppressed anger, fear and sorrow - 
finally showing himself to the world.

“I Am Trying to Remember” by Iranian actor 
and filmmaker Pegah Ahangarani won the 
jury award.
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