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Give Riyadh a mirror

By Mohammad Sarfi
Editor-in-Chief
TEHRAN - In an article published on Monday,
the editor-in-chief of the Saudi daily Asharg
Al-Awsat used the Ansarullah strike on Riyadh
airportas a pretext to level a series of sweeping
— and at times bizarre — accusations.

The strangest claim comes where he writes
of the attack: “Rarely in the history of warfare
has a civilian airport crowded with passengers
been the target of an attack” One has to ask: Is
Mr. Charbel suffering from memory loss, or is
he deliberately seeking to conceal and distort
the facts?

It would be possible to compile an extremely
long list of Saudi airstrikes on civilian targets
in Yemen since Riyadh launched its invasion of
its southern neighbor in 2015. Even mourning

ceremonies and wedding celebrations of the |
oppressed people of Yemen were not spared | #

from bombardment, time and again turned into
bloodbaths — in some cases with up to 150 vic-
tims killed in a single strike.

Let us examine just one case in greater de-
tail. At midday on August 9, 2018, a bus full of
schoolchildren stopped at the local market in
Dahyan, in Saada province. The students were
returning from a picnic — likely experiencing
the happiest day of their lives.

Your country’s fighter jets had been circling
in the sky above the area for nearly an hour.
They were armed with MK-82 laser-guided
bombs — bombs you had purchased from the
United States just a year earlier. The missiles
were fired, and moments later, the happiest
day in the lives of 40 children became the last
day of their lives. Most of them were under
the age of 10.» Page 3

Trump targets
anti-war Muslim
congresswoman
three weeks before
midterms

By staff writer

TEHRAN — US. federal agents with Home-
land Security Investigations executed a
search warrant early Monday morning at the
Washington residence of Representative Il-
han Omar.

Law enforcement personnel blocked off
the surrounding street and removed multiple
boxes labeled as “seized evidence” from the
premises.

CBS News cited sources familiar with the
case indicating that the Justice Department
operation centers on decades-old immigra-
tion forms filed by Omar’s late father when
her family arrived in the United States as ref-
ugees from Somalia. » Page 5

Can Saudi Arabia find
a viable path out of
Yemen?

By Ali Minabi
TEHRAN - Saudi Arabia is once again test-
ing its options for dealing with Ansarallah,
hoping that what failed the first time might
succeed the next.

It tried a war in March 2015 under the ban-
ner of the “Arab Coalition,” and the result was
a brutal conflict that devastated everything
in its path. The war dragged on for eight years
before the guns fell silent, without achieving
its objectives. Today, it seems decision-mak-
ers in Riyadh have fallen prey to the belief
that whatever force fails to achieve can be
accomplished by using even more force. The
war is being reignited, this time with greater
intensity and ferocity. » Page 5
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A sign stands behind a fence at the RAF Fa/rford airbase, Gloucestersh/re Britain, SEptember 27, 2026.

London Bombs
L.ondon Blames

Iran rejects Fairford attribution as baseless, says London cannot evade
accountability for role in aggression against Iran: Foreign Ministry

No charges, no explosives, no

By Seyed Mohammad Torabi

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry has strongly condemned
Britain's accusation linking
Tehran to an alleged securi-
ty incident at RAF Fairford air
base, dismissing it as an ugly
plot designed to fuel Iranopho-
bia and evade accountability for London’s direct
participation in the ongoing American-Zionist
military aggression against the Iranian nation.

In a formal statement issued late Monday,
the Ministry said the British government’s
claim attributing the alleged incident to Iran is
categorically rejected, holding London and the
designers and perpetrators of what it called a
clumsy false-flag operation responsible for all
consequences arising from the fabrication.

“The government of Britain cannot, without
presenting solid evidence and reasons, shirk its
political and legal responsibility for its claims
and their possible consequences by hiding be-
hind ambiguous phrases,” the statement said. “
Resort to terms such as ‘highly likely’ and ‘al-

evidence — yet London blames
Iran; how do freed suspects with
gasoline vans prove a plot?

most certainly’ to insinuate the credibility of at-
tributing the alleged incident to Iran is a blatant
attempt to evade responsibility for baseless
accusations.”

The Ministry further recalled Britain's track
record of fabricating security claims against
other countries — which in some cases have led
to devastating tensions and conflicts in West
Asia - stressing that London must be held ac-
countable for insisting on an approach that un-
dermines international peace and security.

The strongly-worded rebuke came hours af-
ter British Prime Minister Andy Burnham told
Parliament on Monday that a suspected plot
last month against RAF Fairford, a U.S.-oper-
ated bomber base in southern England, was

“highly likely to have been co-
ordinated in Iran” and “almost
certainly directed by Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps.”

“We will not tolerate these
threats on our soil” Burnham
claimed, pledging to “crack

down on Iran’s use of criminal networks, using
our full range of powers to target them and
their funding streams” and to bring further
sanctions to restrict the capacity of Iran and the
IRGC.

Foreign Secretary Ed Miliband announced
that London had summoned the Iranian am-
bassador and imposed sanctions on two Iranian
nationals — Ruhollah Bazghandi, described as
head of IRGC counterespionage operations, and
Shahram Ali Reza Tamarzadeh Jakki, described
as a facilitator for the Zindashti criminal net-
work - including asset freezes, travel bans and
director disqualification, for their alleged role in
facilitating hostile activity. » Page 3

Baku arrests dozens as
hijab ban empties schools

By staff writer

TEHRAN — “I don't have a single B
onmy report card. Is this the respect
| get?” The girl standing at the school
gate was crying, and the officials in
front of her did not move. “Have |
ever done anything wrong? And now
you're telling me | can't enter the
school. Why should I have to give up
my religion?”

Video of the exchange spread
across Azerbaijan within hours. Then
Instagram and TikTok began failing
for many users.

On September 21, the Cabinet of
Ministers adopted Resolution No.
309, which bans school clothing that
breaks uniformity or conflicts with
the “principle of secularism.” » Page 5

Iran warns US
against renewed
military action,
stresses readiness for

diplomacy and defense

TEHRAN — Iran has wammed the United
States against any renewed military action,
saying the consequences would extend beyond
the region, while reaffirming its readiness to
pursue diplomacy on the basis of realistic pro-
posals and mutual respect for commitments.

Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran’s deputy foreign min-
ister for legal and intemational affairs, made the
remarks in separate interviews with Russia’s RIA
Novosti news agency and Al Araby television net-
work, stressing that Washington must adapt to
regional realities and abandon military threats in
favor of a diplomatic solution.» Page 2

Iran pursues fate of
pilots in Qatar, vows
justice for Minab

school victims

TEHRAN — Iran is pursuing diplomatic and
legal efforts to protect its national interests,
determine the status of Iranian pilots in Qatar
and secure justice for the victims of the Feb-
ruary 28 attack on a primary school in Minab,
government spokesperson Fatemeh Mohajera-
ni said on Tuesday.

Speaking at her weekly press conference,
Mohajerani said the Ministries of Defense and
Foreign Affairs were following up on the situ-
ation of the Iranian pilots in Qatar, adding that
Doha had pledged cooperation and repeatedly
expressed its readiness to help clarify their sta-
tus.» Page 3

Government, parliament
must reach a common
understanding to manage
economic conditions:

Qalibaf

TEHRAN-  Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad-Bager Qalibaf, emphasizing the necessity
of coordination and consensus between the
government and parliament in managing the
country’s economic conditions, said: “Accurate
assessment of the current situation and out-
lining upcoming scenarios can provide the basis
for more effective decision-making to improve
people’s livelihoods and manage economic
challenges in the second half of the year”

According to an IRNA report from the par-
liament, a joint meeting of a group of min-
isters and senior economic officials of the
government and the heads of the economic
committees of the parliament was held on
the topic of examining the economic and
livelihood situation of the people, with the
presence of Mohammad-Bager Qalibaf, the
Speaker of the Parliament. » Page 4

North Khorasan, the
province I almost
missed

By Afshin Majlesi
TEHRAN - A friend’s suggestion was all it
took to set me on the road to North Khorasan,
one of the few Iranian provinces | had never
visited and, until then, had rarely considered
as a travel destination.

We set out to explore the province over
three days, keeping costs low and relying
on local guides and the knowledge of people
familiar with the region. What followed was
a journey through mountain strongholds,
traditional homestays, Turkmen hospitality,
living musical traditions, local festivals and a
secluded valley where a man had spent years
building a world of his own. By the end, | had
discovered how easily a place can remain off
one’s travel map until the moment one finally
gives it a chance. » Page 6
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Trump’s credibility under question

Khorasan argued that Trump’s contradic-
tory behavior has weakened his credibili-
ty. Pro-Israel circles in Washington portray
Trump’s unpredictability as a sign of strength,
claiming that Iran should always remain un-
certain about his next move. However, this
approach comes at a cost. When a president’s
statements are seen as unreliable, even
promises of agreements or conflict resolu-
tion lose their ability to inspire confidence. For
Iran, the political lesson is straightforward.
Strategic decisions should be based on mea-
surable actions, verifiable commitments, and
the preservation of leverage. Regional devel-
opments have created conditions in which
Iran sees resistance to pressure from Trump
as necessary for protecting its security and
interests. The country is currently working to
rebuild its military capabilities, a process that
should be accompanied by active diplomacy.
Stronger deterrence would increase the cost
of military action for the United States, while
diplomatic efforts should raise the political
costs associated with Washington’s perceived
lack of credibility.

Jam-e-Jam: Marco Rubio’s efforts are inef-
fective

Jam-e-Jam discussed recent remarks by
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Athens,
describing them as unconvincing and lacking
both scientific and moral foundations. Ru-
bio is attempting to justify what it views as
an unjustified war allegedly launched by the
United States, with Israeli support, against
Iran. More than a year has passed since the
conflict began, and Rubio’s comments repre-
sent a delayed attempt to provide a historical
rationale for it. Struggles for power inside
the United States often impose costs on the
wider world, with Iran currently bearing a sig-
nificant portion of those burdens. The speech
was designed to legitimize the use of military
force and to provide Republicans with his-
torical and ideological backing. In the paper’s
view, such arguments are intended to com-
pensate for political weaknesses and help Re-
publicans avoid setbacks in competition with
Democrats.

Resalat: Direct US involvement in Yemen
would escalate tensions

Resalat examined recent developments in
Yemen and placed them within the broader
framework of regional tensions. The paper
argued that direct US involvement in the con-
flict could expand the scope of hostilities be-
yond a regional dispute and transform it into
a broader confrontation. A key aspect of the
crisis is the tendency to interpret events in
Yemen solely through the lens of rivalry be-
tween Tehran and Washington. Such a view
minimizes the role of Yemeni political actors
and overlooks the domestic and historical
roots of the conflict. The newspaper noted
that the growing connection between devel-
opments in Yemen and the larger confronta-
tion between Iran and the United States has

increased the strategic importance of the
country. Greater foreign military interven-
tion would make it more likely that the crisis
evolves into a component of wider regional
competition rather than remaining focused
on Yemen'’s internal political disputes.

Donya-e-Eqtesad: Elections will
change Washington’s policy

Donya-e-Eqtesad analyzed Tehran’s per-
spective on its ongoing confrontation with
Washington. According to the paper, Iran’s
main concern is not only military pressure but
also a deep distrust of US commitments. Ira-
nian policymakers believe they can withstand
pressure and impose additional costs on both
the United States and the global economy.
Tehran remains skeptical about Washington’s
willingness to honor agreements, including
those signed by Trump himself. From this
perspective, US elections do not guarantee a
change in policy because, according to some
Iranian analysts, Democrats and Republicans
differ more in their methods of dealing with
Iran than in their overall approach. The paper
noted that indirect negotiations between the
two countries continue, but disagreements
over the sequence of implementing commit-
ments remain a major obstacle. Iran is re-
portedly seeking a return to the framework
of the short-term June agreement while also
obtaining economic benefits that, in its view,
were not fully realized under previous ar-
rangements.

Arman-e-Emrooz: Successful economic
diplomacy in Africa requires institutional
support

Arman-e-Emrooz argued that Africa is no
longer a peripheral region in international
politics but an increasingly important part
of the emerging global order. For Iran, one
of the most significant developments is the
growing geopolitical importance of the Red
Sea and the Horn of Africa. Recent events in
the Red Sea and the Bab al-Mandab Strait
have demonstrated close links between the
security of that region and the security of
the Persian Gulf, the Indian Ocean, and ma-
jor trade routes connecting Asia and Europe.
As a result, developments there have direct
and indirect implications for Iran’s strategic
environment. The newspaper emphasized
that Iran’s primary challenge is transform-
ing potential opportunities into sustainable
economic partnerships. Past experience, it
argued, has shown that economic relations
with African countries have often been lim-
ited by inadequate financial mechanisms,
weak transportation links, insufficient mar-
ket knowledge, and a lack of consistent pri-
vate-sector engagement. Consequently, the
article concluded that successful economic
diplomacy in Africa requires institutional
support and infrastructure development.
Political agreements alone, without practical
economic foundations, are unlikely to produce
lasting and meaningful cooperation.

not

Iran, Azerbaijan seek to translate bilateral
agreements into concrete action

TEHRAN — Iranian Interior Minister Es-
kandar Momeni has underscored Tehran’s
commitment to strengthening ties with
Azerbaijan, implementing bilateral agree-
ments and expanding cooperation across a
broad range of areas of mutual interest.

Momeni traveled to Baku on October 12
at the head of an Iranian delegation to hold
talks with Azerbaijani officials on strength-
ening bilateral relations, following up on
existing agreements and exploring ways to
expand cooperation between the two neigh-
boring countries. The visit focused on ad-
vancing practical cooperation, particularly
in economic and trade affairs, security and
border management, as well as other areas
of mutual interest to the two countries’ in-
terior ministries.

In an interview with Azerbaijan’s Trend
news agency on Tuesday, Momeni described
relations between the two countries as
rooted in shared history, culture, religion,
and social interests, saying these common
bonds provide a solid foundation for further
enhancing bilateral ties.

He noted that relations between Tehran
and Baku have been moving in a positive
direction, with ties advancing over the past
two years amid constructive relations be-
tween the presidents of the two countries.

Momeni said discussions during his visit
and the high-level meetings held as part of
the trip focused on ways to deepen bilateral
cooperation. He emphasized that translat-
ing agreements reached between the two
sides into practical steps and ensuring their
implementation was among the key objec-
tives of the visit.

The minister described the talks as con-
structive, highlighting the strong level of
cooperation between Iran and Azerbaijan in
economic and trade affairs, security, border
management and other areas falling within
the responsibilities of the two countries’ in-
terior ministries.

He added that the two sides had agreed
to establish joint working groups to address
key issues, follow up on bilateral commit-
ments and identify ways to further advance
relations.

Iran warns US against renewed military action,
stresses readiness for diplomacy and defense

From page 1 » “If the United
States once again chooses the
military option, the consequenc-
es will not be confined to the
region,” Gharibabadi warned,
according to his remarks to RIA
Novosti. He said Washington
must learn from past mistakes
and decide whether to continue
pursuing confrontation or en-
gage in diplomacy.

The Iranian diplomat empha-
sized that Tehran had consis-
tently maintained a construc-
tive approach to negotiations
and remained prepared for all
possible scenarios. He stressed,
however, that a diplomatic set-
tlement required realistic pro-
posals and a willingness by the
US side to meet its commit-
ments.

Iran finalizing response to US
comments

In his interview with Al Araby,
Gharibabadi said Iran was final-
izing its response to US com-
ments and concerns regarding
the proposal Tehran had sub-
mitted in New York. Once con-
sultations are complete, Iran
will convey its final position
through mediators, he added.

Gharibabadi said Iran contin-
ued to welcome diplomatic ini-
tiatives and had spared no effort
to facilitate dialogue with rele-
vant parties. Tehran’s continued
engagement in the diplomatic
process, he noted, reflected its
political flexibility and commit-
ment to finding a solution.

He nevertheless underscored
that Iran’s preparedness to
defend itself was no less firm
than its readiness to negotiate,
making clear that diplomatic
engagement should not be mis-
taken for a lack of defensive re-

solve.

The deputy foreign minister
also stressed that the United
States must fulfill its own obli-
gations if it expects progress in
negotiations. Iran, he said, had
not violated its commitments,
while Washington had failed to
honor its obligations under the
Islamabad memorandum of un-
derstanding.

Tehran calls for US compli-
ance with commitments

Gharibabadi argued that Iran
could not reasonably be expect-
ed to demonstrate further flex-

ibility while the United States
continued to disregard its com-
mitments. He said Washington
needed to take corrective steps
to restore the conditions neces-
sary for diplomatic progress.

He added that the US side was
already aware of Iran’s demands
and conditions for normalizing
the situation surrounding the
conflict that began in late Feb-
ruary. If Washington met those
requirements, Tehran would be
prepared to take the necessary
reciprocal measures.

The Iranian diplomat’s re-
marks underline Tehran’s posi-
tion that the path to de-escala-
tion depends on practical steps,
reciprocal commitments and an
end to reliance on military pres-
sure.

For Iran, diplomacy remains
an available avenue for resolv-
ing the crisis, but it must be
grounded in ‘realistic propos-
als and the implementation of
existing commitments. Tehran
has also made clear that its will-
ingness to negotiate does not
diminish its determination to
defend the country against any
renewed military aggression.

Iran develops countermeasures agamst Starlmk

TEHRAN — Iran has developed technical
capabilities to identify and disrupt unautho-
rized Starlink satellite internet terminals,
while intensifying its efforts through inter-
national regulatory channels to compel the
service to comply with telecommunications
rules governing its operations inside Iranian
territory.

Mohammad Amin Aghamiri, secretary of
Iran’s Supreme Council of Cyberspace, said
Iranian specialists had developed and test-
ed several systems to identify and manage
satellite communications, adding that one
of these technologies had been deployed
during unrest in December.

Aghamiri said approximately 80% of Star-
link communication packets in Iran had been
disrupted during that period, while much of
the remaining traffic had become largely in-
effective.

He stressed that Iran’s countermeasures
extended beyond interference with the
Global Positioning System (GPS), saying
domestic specialists had developed other
technologies to identify satellite user ter-
minals and interfere with communications
between transmitters and receivers.

Identifying unauthorized Starlink termi-
nals remains a priority for lranian authori-
ties, he added, arguing that the technology
could be countered through a range of tech-
nical measures.

Beyond GPS interference: identifying and
disabling terminals

Starlink, operated by SpaceX, delivers
broadband internet through a constella-
tion of satellites in low Earth orbit. Users
connect through specialized ground-based
equipment known as user terminals, which
communicate with satellites passing over-
head.

The system’s architecture enables termi-
nals to switch between satellites as their
positions change, helping maintain connec-
tivity. This network design also presents
challenges for authorities seeking to iden-
tify individual terminals operating without

authorization across a large territory.

Technical interference with satellite com-
munications and the remote deactivation
of user terminals are distinct approaches.
The former seeks to degrade or interrupt
the communications link, while the latter
involves the satellite operator identifying a
terminal’s location and disabling its access
to the network.

Iran’s Supreme Council of Cyberspace sec-
retary said the country’s countermeasures
were not limited to GPS disruption and that
Iranian specialists had developed additional
capabilities to address satellite communica-
tions. His remarks point to a broader focus
on terminal identification and communica-
tions interference rather than reliance on a
single technical method.

The International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) has separately confirmed that
Starlink has the technical capability to geo-
locate user terminals and disable them
remotely. At its 100th Radio Regulations
Board meeting, the ITU noted that Starlink
had identified and disabled more than 2,500
terminals operating illegally in a particular
area, demonstrating the system’s capacity
to restrict access geographically.

The ITU’s findings are significant to Iran’s
argument that the operator can take more
direct action against terminals operating in
territories where its services have not been
authorized.

Iran takes Starlink dispute to interna-
tional regulators

Iran’s objections to Starlink’s operations
are not confined to technical and securi-
ty concerns. Tehran has pursued the issue
through the ITU for several years, arguing
that terminals transmitting from within Ira-
nian territory must comply with the coun-
try’s national telecommunications regula-
tions and applicable international rules.

Aghamiri said Iran’s Ministry of Communi-
cations had submitted multiple complaints
and supporting documents to the ITU over
the past two to three years. Tehran has also

raised the matter with the relevant Norwe-
gian regulatory authority and the US side,
while Iran’s Foreign Ministry has issued a
formal warning to Norway.

The dispute centers on the authorization
of satellite transmissions and the respon-
sibilities of the administrations associat-
ed with Starlink’s satellite-system filings.
Under the ITU framework, satellite trans-
missions from within a country’s territory
must comply with applicable regulatory re-
quirements, including provisions governing
authorization to operate transmitting earth
stations.

In October, Iran formally protested to
Norway over the ‘continued failure’ to take
effective action against unauthorized Star-
link operations. The Foreign Ministry sum-
moned Norwegian Ambassador to Tehran
Paul Bjornstad and called for immediate
measures to halt transmissions from termi-
nals operating without authorization.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran has reached developed nations’ level in nuclear science,

says AEOI chief

TEHRAN — Iran has attained
a level of nuclear science and
technology comparable to that
of developed countries and is
now manufacturing domestical-
ly the equipment and systems
required by its national indus-
tries, Vice President and Atom-
ic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEQI) chief Mohammad Eslami
said on Tuesday.

Speaking at a ceremony mark-
ing National Standard Day, Eslami
highlighted the role of scientific
expertise, innovation and effec-
tive management in advancing
Iran’s technological capabilities,
saying the country had the human
and technical resources needed to
become a leading force in science
and technology.

He stressed that management
should create the conditions for
talented individuals to flourish and
ensure that scientific achievements
translate into tangible benefits for
the Iranian people.

Domestic production counters
restrictions

Eslami said opposition to Iran’s
access to nuclear technology
would not undermine the coun-
try’s scientific capabilities, em-
phasizing that Iran had commit-
ted no wrongdoing in pursuing
technological advancement.

He also referred to attacks by
Israel and the United States on in-
dustrial infrastructure, including
sensitive processes at refineries,
petrochemical plants and steel

facilities. According to Eslami,
these attacks targeted industrial
control systems and instrumen-
tation essential to maintaining
production processes.

He said foreign suppliers had
refused to provide or repair cer-
tain equipment, prompting Ira-
nian specialists to develop and
manufacture domestic alterna-
tives that meet current standards
and can be supplied to industrial
operators.

The AEOI chief presented this
domestic manufacturing capac-
ity as an example of how Iranian
expertise could address supply
constraints and sustain industrial
operations despite external re-
strictions.

Nuclear technology as a driver
of development

Eslami described nuclear tech-
nology as a tool for improving
people’s lives, strengthening na-
tional capabilities and supporting
economic and technological devel-
opment. He also highlighted the
contribution of a relatively young
generation of specialists, noting
that the average age of profession-
als involved in scientific and tech-
nological achievements in the field
was approximately 35.

His remarks underscored the
importance of investing in do-
mestic scientific talent and trans-
lating research and technological
advances into practical applica-
tions across the economy.



London Bombs, London Blames

Iran rejects Fairford attribution as baseless, says London cannot evade accountability for role in
aggression against Iran: Foreign Ministry

From Page 1 » Iran’s Ambassa-
dor to London, Seyed Ali Mousavi,
who was summoned by UK Min-
ister for the Middle East Stephen
Doughty, categorically rejected any
Iranian role and urged the British
side to present evidence support-
ing its allegations if it possesses
any, according to IRNA. He also
expressed Tehran’s readiness to
cooperate with the investigation
to clarify the facts.

The Iranian Embassy in London
had already on September 28 “cat-
egorically” rejected “unfounded
and malicious speculations” link-
ing Tehran to the arrests near Fair-
ford, warning they would only fuel
Iranophobia propaganda in Britain.

The diplomatic escalation was
accompanied by a joint political
statement issued Monday by the
foreign ministers of 29 countries —
including the UK, the United States,
most European states, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand - con-
demning “in the strongest terms
Iran’s use of violent attacks, in-
cluding acts of lethal plotting, ar-
son, sabotage, cyber-attacks, and
other hybrid activities against us
and our partners.”’

The statement explicitly en-
dorsed London’s attribution, say-
ing: “We recognise the United
Kingdom’s attribution of Iran’s
involvement in the incident at RAF
Fairford on 27 September. The
UK has also concluded this event
demonstrates the IRGC’s contin-
ued willingness to project hostile
activity beyond its borders through
covert networks and proxy actors.”

Tehran says that cascade - from
an unexplained local arrest to
prime-ministerial attribution to
instant multilateral endorsement
and fresh sanctions, all without a
single document made public - is
precisely the hallmark of a coordi-
nated smear campaign.

What actually happened at
Fairford?

According to British police and
media reports, in the early hours
of September 27, five British men
in their 20s were arrested in the
vicinity of RAF Fairford on suspi-
cion of terrorism and explosives of-
fences. Two more arrests followed
in subsequent days, bringing the
total to seven. Counter Terrorism
Policing launched an investigation
into a suspected foreign state link.

Yet more than two weeks later,
the source and nature of the threat
remain shrouded in mystery. No
one has been charged. All suspects
have been released on bail under
strict conditions.

Police later acknowledged they
had found only a quantity of ac-
celerant - gasoline - in three vans
linked to the initial suspects, but
no explosives, no detonators, no
drones, no weapons-grade ma-
terial. Home Secretary Shabana
Mahmood told Parliament the co-
ordinator was assessed to be “a
known individual based in Iran
but she did not name that person
nor disclose any supporting com-
munications, financial records,
travel data, or other intelligence.

US. officials, speaking anon-
ymously to Reuters, spoke of a
suspected Iranian plot to carry
out a “complex drone attack” on
the facility. Last week, U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump claimed an
Iran-linked threat intended “to kill
as many American troops and de-
stroy as many U.S. planes as pos-
sible” had prompted a decision to
withdraw American bombers. The
Pentagon confirmed the B-1 and
B-52 bombers stationed at Fair-

ford have now been redeployed to
their home bases.

London then upgraded its lan-
guage in stages: first “strong in-
dications,” then on Monday “highly
likely coordinated in Iran, almost
certainly directed by the IRGC” The
two Iranians sanctioned on Mon-
day were not explicitly identified
as the organizers of Fairford.

For Tehran and for independent
legal observers, that timeline rais-
es far more questions than it an-
swers.

A terrorism plot without ter-
rorists?

The first and most serious am-
biguity, Iranian officials stress, is
elementary criminal procedure: if
this was a genuine terrorist oper-
ation against a strategic NATO air
base, why are all alleged perpetra-
tors free on bail?

Under British counter-terrorism
law, police can detain suspects for
extended periods with judicial ap-
proval when the threat is deemed
grave and evidence is substantive.
The unconditional release - with-
out charge, without presentation
to a court of any explosive device,
without even an official charge
sheet linking the men to any for-
eign handler - is difficult to recon-
cile with claims of an IRGC-direct-
ed mass-casualty plot.

Second: how can a government
accuse a sovereign state of direct-
ing an attack while admitting it has
no evidence to show? Burnham
offered no photographs, no inter-
cepted communications, no money
trail, no travel records, not even
a surname of the alleged coordi-
nator in Iran. Miliband’s sanctions
designation speaks of “facilitating
hostile activity” in general terms
for Europe and the US., not of
commanding the Fairford vans.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry put it
bluntly: London cannot hide be-
hind “highly likely” and “almost
certainly” Those phrases, Tehran
notes, have a notorious pedigree
in British politics - from the Iraq
WMD dossier to the Skripal affair -
where probabilistic language was
later used to justify concrete sanc-
tions, expulsions and even war,
without ever meeting the standard
of proof.

Third: what was actually found?
Gasoline in vans is not a military
capability. It is legally purchasable
at any petrol station, and British
police themselves confirmed no
explosives were present. To ex-
trapolate from jerry cans to an
IRGC external operation to Kkill
Americans en masse is, in Tehran’s
view, a leap that no court would
accept, but one that fits a propa-
ganda need.

Fourth: who are the suspects?
All are British nationals in their
20s, with no announced Iranian
nationality, no announced travel
to Iran, no announced IRGC affili-
ation. If Tehran had recruited and
directed them, London has shown
no recruitment chain. The claim of

direction by the IRGC’s counteres-
pionage chief, Bazghandi, was as-
serted without any published link
to Fairford at all.

“How do they accuse Iran while
they do not even have a small clue
to present?” an Iranian diplomat
asked. “If they have documents,
present them. If they are willing to
cooperate, as Ambassador Mousa-
vi has offered, accept cooperation.
Trial by press release is not inves-
tigation”

Tehran sees in this pattern what
IRNA on Monday called “a coor-
dinated wave to smear Iran” - a
series of suspicious incidents re-
cently attributed to Tehran by the
US. president and senior Western
officials without offering any evi-
dence.

The bombers that fled: why
Fairford matters

The irony, Iranian analysts note,
is that while London portrays it-
self as a victim of extraterritorial
threats, Fairford itself has been an
active platform for extraterritorial
aggression against Iran.

RAF Fairford, about 160 kilome-
ters (100 miles) west of London in
Gloucestershire, is not an ordinary
Royal Air Force station. Itis the USS.
Air Force’s preferred forward oper-
ating location in Europe for heavy
bombers. Its 3,000-meter runway,
vast munitions areas and special-
ized maintenance facilities allow
it to host B-52 Stratofortress and
B-1 Lancer bombers that cannot
be permanently based in crowded
continental bases.

Since the U.S--Israeli war on Iran
began on February 28 - with sur-
prise strikes that martyred sev-
eral Iranian leaders and officials,
including the Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei, according to regional
reports - Fairford has served as a
critical staging point for American
air operations against Iran.

In other words, US. bombers
took off from British soil, refueled
by NATO tankers, guided by NATO
intelligence, to bomb Iranian terri-
tory. Their sudden withdrawal last
week under the pretext of an Irani-
an threat only confirms, in Tehran’s
assessment, the base’s combat
role: you do not evacuate strate-
gic bombers from a base that has
nothing to do with the war.

Iran has repeatedly and openly
stated a clear legal doctrine: any
base used to attack its territory is
a legitimate military target under
theright of self-defense enshrined
in Article 51 of the UN Charter. That
is a public, state-level deterrent
posture - the opposite of covertly
hiring young Britons with gasoline
cans. Conflating the two, Tehran
argues, is deliberate.

Britain’s hidden hand in the war
onlran

Far more significant than one
night in Gloucestershire, Tehran
says, is Britain’s sustained, if less
visible, participation in the war
that began in February.

London has provided three lay-
ers of support to the American-Is-
raeli aggression, Iranian officials
and Western reporting indicate:

First, basing and logistics. Be-
yond Fairford, Britain has opened
its airspace, its Cyprus bases at
Akrotiri and Dhekelia, its intelli-
gence facilities and its naval lo-
gistics to the US. war effort. RAF
tankers have supported air bridges
toward West Asia. British officials
have not denied that U.S. aircraft
engaged in operations against Iran
have transited UK-controlled in-
frastructure.

Second, political and intelligence
cover. London, alongside Paris and
Berlin, has consistently endorsed
Washington’s narrative of Iranian
escalation while remaining silent
on the initial US-Israeli strikes
and on repeated Israeli attacks on
Iranian nuclear, military and civil-
ian infrastructure - including the
strike on a girls’ school in Minab
that martyred schoolchildren. Brit-
ish intelligence-sharing within the
Five Eyes and NATO frameworks
has fed directly into targeting and
missile-defense operations in de-
fense of Israel and Gulf-based U.S.
assets.

Third, direct military engage-
ment. The British government
admitted its forces participated
in what it termed defensive ac-
tions against Iranian missiles and
drones aimed at Israel and at allied
interests in the Gulf, positioning
Royal Navy destroyers and RAF
fighters as a shield for the aggres-
sor while claiming non-belligeren-
cy.

It is this complicity, Tehran ar-
gues, that London now seeks to
obscure by casting itself as the
victim of Iranian terrorism. Accus-
ing the IRGC of plotting on English
soil shifts attention from English
runways being used to bomb Ira-
nian cities.

“The ugly plot to advance the
Iranophobia campaign and escape
accountability for participation
in the American-Zionist military
aggression against the Iranian
nation,” as the Foreign Ministry
phrased it, is therefore not rhetor-
ical excess but a legal argument:
a co-belligerent cannot claim the
immunity of a neutral and then
criminalize the self-defense dis-
course of the state it helped attack.

International law scholars sym-
pathetic to neither side have sim-
ilarly warned that the 29-coun-
try statement - which speaks of
Iranian “lethal plotting, arson,
sabotage, cyber-attacks” without
referencing the ongoing bomb-
ing of Iran, the US. withdrawal
of bombers from a combat base,
or Britain’s own admitted host-
ing of strike aircraft — presents a
one-sided picture that undermines
its credibility.

Tehran’s position is unequivocal:
it had no involvement in Fairford, it
is ready to assist a genuine tech-
nical investigation, and it demands
evidence. Until London produces
verifiable proof - names, trans-
fers, communications subject to
judicial scrutiny - the case will
be remembered, in Iran’s words,
alongside previous fabricated se-
curity dossiers that paved the way
for aggression in West Asia, not as
counter-terrorism but as informa-
tion warfare to sustain an unlaw-
ful war.

IRGC forces dismantle kidnapping cell in southeastern Iran

TEHRAN- Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) has dismantled an armed kid-
napping cell linked to a terrorist group in
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, rescuing an
engineer abducted a day earlier and killing
five members of the group, according to the
IRGC’s Quds Headquarters.

The headquarters said its forces identified
the cell in the Kurin area of Zahedan, west of

the provincial capital, through precise intel-
ligence operations. The team had abducted
an engineer working on construction proj-
ects and was planning to transfer him across
Iran’s border into a neighboring country.

IRGC ground forces launched an operation
against the kidnappers, killing five members
of the cell and freeing the hostage, the state-
ment said.

One IRGC serviceman was also martyred
during the confrontation, the headquarters
added.

Sistan-Baluchestan shares borders with
Pakistan and Afghanistan, making border se-
curity and efforts to prevent the movement
of armed groups key priorities for Iranian se-
curity agencies.
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Aug. 9, 2018, killing 40 schoolchildren

From Page 1 » Have you ever considered
that almost everything about the war you
unleashed on Yemen bears a striking re-
semblance to America’s wars? You named
your operation “Decisive Storm”; America
had “Desert Storm” on its record. The war
launched in partnership with Israel against
Iran was dubbed “Epic Fury.” You struck Ye-
meni civilians again and again — and Amer-
ica has never fought a war without repeated
attacks on civilian targets. Does the chilling
parallel between the Dahyan atrocity and the
Minab school not give you pause? And there
is one final, telling similarity: Riyadh, too,
tried to manufacture a veneer of legitimacy
for its aggression by assembling a nominal
coalition — precisely what Washington does
in most of its military adventures.

Have you ever asked yourselves why, de-
spite possessing such modern and advanced
weaponry, you have been unable to defeat
Ansarullah? Your problem from the very be-
ginning was that you never properly under-
stood Yemen and its faithful, resilient people.
You branded them an “Iranian proxy” — and
you continue to do so. Strangely, you insist
on denying the reality that Yemenis are inde-
pendent, and that on matters of both war and
peace, they decide for themselves. Until you
accept that reality, you will never escape this
self-made quagmire, and no mediator will be
able to help you.

We, as Iranians — your Muslim brothers
and your neighbors — want you to stand with
dignity. We take no pleasure in seeing Amer-
ica treat you as a “cash cow,” plundering your
wealth through colossal arms and security

contracts. How can an America incapable of
protecting its own bases and troops in the
region possibly protect you and bring you
security? Do you remember what Trump said
in 2018? He declared openly that without us,
Saudi Arabia would not survive two weeks.
A year later, he boasted that with a single
phone call, he took 500 million dollars from
them.

In today’s world, money may solve many
problems, but it certainly does not buy au-
thority or respect. You have surely not for-
gotten what Trump said about your Crown
Prince at the summit hosted by Saudi Ara-
bia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF) in Miami
this March, before some 1500 prominent
businessmen and investors: “He didn’t think
he would be kissing my ass. He really didn’t.
He thought itd be just another American
president that was a loser where the country
was going downhill. But now he has to be nice
to me. You tell him he'd better be nice to me.”

Have you ever wondered why Trump feels
entitled to insult your leaders so brazenly?

Whatever the solution to Saudi Arabia’s
problems today may be, it does not lie in
Washington or Tel Aviv. They harbor a civili-
zational and existential hostility toward Mus-
lims — a hostility that will not be resolved
with bribes worth hundreds of billions.

And finally, | suggest that when you suffer
a painful retaliatory blow on the battlefield
in Yemen, instead of pointing the finger of
blame at others, you take a good look in the
mirror first.

Iran pursues fate of pilots in Qatar,
vows justice for Minab school victims

From Page 1 » She provided no further
details about the pilots but said the relevant
Iranian authorities were continuing their ef-
forts to resolve the matter.

Iran preparing for all scenarios

Addressing the prospect of further restric-
tions on Iran’s transportation networks, Mo-
hajerani said the government had prepared
for difficult scenarios, including possible
flight suspensions, sanctions targeting the
country’s railway network and potential re-
strictions on land routes and border cross-
ings.

She cautioned that some reports remained
speculative but said the possibility of such
measures reinforced Iran’s longstanding as-
sessment that external pressure was direct-
ed not only at the country’s institutions but
also at the daily lives of its people.

The spokesperson declined to disclose the
government’s contingency plans, citing war-
time conditions and the need to protect sen-
sitive information.

Mohajerani also rejected the prospect of
Iran’s civilization being destroyed, saying
that any such objective pursued by the Unit-
ed States was bound to fail.

She described Iran as one of the world’s
great civilizations and expressed confidence
that attempts to erase its historical and cul-
tural identity would meet the same fate as
similar ambitions in the past.

Iran vows to pursue Minab school case
until justice is served

Mohajerani separately reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s determination to pursue inter-
national legal action over the attack on the
Shajareh Tayyebeh elementary school in Min-
ab, Hormozgan Province, on February 28, the
first day of the US-Israeli military campaign
against Iran.

She said the Vice Presidency for Legal Af-
fairs and the Foreign Ministry were working
together to pursue the case and secure the
rights of the victims and their families.

The attack killed at least 175 people, in-
cluding 168 schoolchildren, according to the
figures cited in the report. The victims also
included teachers, parents, sports players,
and school staff.

Iran has pledged to continue seeking ac-
countability through international legal
channels, making the case a central part of
its efforts to document the human cost of the
war and pursue the rights of those affected.

Mohajerani said the government had de-
cided to establish a special headquarters for
Minab to coordinate relief, reconstruction
and other initiatives following the attack.

The measure is intended to prevent over-
lapping or fragmented efforts by different
organizations and ensure that activities in
the affected area proceed in a coordinated
manner, she explained.
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Ardebil governor urges facilitation of land transit,
expanded border cooperation with Azerbaijan

TEHRAN- During a trip to the Republic of
Azerbaijan and in meetings with high-ranking
officials of the country, the Governor of Arde-
bil emphasized facilitating the land travel of
traders and tourists and expanding bilateral
border interactions in the economic, logistical,
and crisis-management fields.

Masoud Emami Yeganeh said on Tuesday in
meetings held during the Interior Minister’s
trip to the Republic of Azerbaijan, referring
to the 370-kilometer shared border between
Ardebil Province and Azerbaijan: “Azerbaijan
is Iran’s gateway to the Caucasus region, and
creating the necessary facilities for the land
travel of businessmen and tourists will play
a strategic role in strengthening communica-
tions and developing exchanges between the
two sides.”

Recalling the follow-ups carried out to
streamline transit, the Governor of Ardebil
said: “Finalizing and operationalizing the land
travel of tourists and traders will have a direct
impact on the development of economic re-
lations in Ardebil Province and even for both
countries.”

He referred to the importance of goods
transit and stated: “Currently, about 500
trucks cross daily from Ardebil Province’s bor-
der into Azerbaijan, and facilitating the move-
ment of trucks at Bileh Savar Customs while
observing all security requirements is one
of our work priorities for increasing regional
trade.”

Emami Yeganeh announced previous agree-
ments to launch a rail logistics yard and de-
scribed its implementation as one of the
infrastructure necessities for developing eco-
nomic exchanges.

In addition to trade capacities, he pointed to
the agricultural capabilities of Ardebil Prov-
ince and declared the province’s readiness to
transfer technical knowledge in the field of
modern irrigation to the Republic of Azerbai-
jan.

Emphasis on joint cooperation in crisis
management

In another part of his trip, in a meeting with
the Minister of Emergency Situations of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, the Governor of Arde-
bil emphasized the importance of the role of
border provinces in controlling natural crises
and said: “Given the geographical conditions
of the region, Ardebil is fully ready to enhance
its cooperation with the relief forces of the
neighboring country by holding joint opera-
tional and field exercises”

Emami Yeganeh considered the exchange
of technical knowledge and the holding of
joint training courses as paving the way for
increasing the capacity to deal with possible
incidents, and added: “These interactions will
not only strengthen the operational capacities
of the two countries, but will also greatly help
deepen friendly relations and constructive
engagement between Iran and the Republic of
Azerbaijan”

According to this report, in these meetings,
Azerbaijan’s Interior Minister, in addition to
welcoming the Ardebil Governor’s proposals,
promised to follow up on the raised requests

in specialized meetings and to take the nec-
essary measures to facilitate economic and
tourism exchanges.

Also, Azerbaijan’s Minister of Emergency
Situations, welcoming Iran’s relief plans, de-
scribed the exchange of experiences between
the two countries as a useful step for better
responding to emergencies.

On October 12, the Governor of Ardebil, along
with the Interior Minister and several national
officials, traveled to Azerbaijan to follow up on
the approvals of previous trips and economic
issues between the two countries.

Ardebil, with rich water resources, fertile
lands, a diverse climate, and capable human
resources, is an attractive destination for
foreign investment, especially from the Re-
public of Azerbaijan. Establishing specialized
agricultural towns, utilizing the capacity of
the free trade-industrial zone, and developing
food industries and renewable energies with
the participation of Azerbaijani investors can
ensure sustainable development and job cre-
ation in the province.

Linguistic, religious, and historical com-
monalities, along with Ardebil’s secure border
with the Republic of Azerbaijan, have provided
a suitable foundation for strengthening eco-
nomic and cultural ties, and these advantag-
es make Ardebil a key player in Iran’s transit,
economic, and cultural interactions with the
Caucasus.

Ardebil Province has a 370-kilometer
shared border with the Republic of Azerbaijan,
and the active international border customs of
Bileh Savar in the north of the province plays
an important role in the trade and border re-
lations between the two sides.

In late September, Shahin Mustafayev, Dep-
uty Prime Minister of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan, speaking on the sidelines of the meeting
of the heads of the Joint Committee for Eco-
nomic Cooperation between Iran and the Re-
public of Azerbaijan, stressed the friendly and
brotherly relations between Tehran and Baku
and said: Despite existing tensions in the re-
gion, relations and cooperation between the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran are developing in various fields, and
this trend will continue.

He added: At this meeting, priority issues
and prospects for cooperation between the
two countries were discussed, and matters
related to trade, logistics, transportation, and
energy were reviewed.

Referring to the increase in trade exchanges
between the two countries, the Deputy Prime
Minister of Azerbaijan said: The trade volume
between Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan
has increased, and within the framework of
the International North-South Corridor, the
volume of cargo and goods transportation has
also been on an upward trend.

He continued: In all areas of cooperation,
joint projects between the two countries are
progressing, and at this meeting, the latest
status of the implementation of these proj-
ects was also examined.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

World standards day ceremony held in Tehran

TEHRAN- The ceremony commemorating
World Standards Day was held on the morning
of October 13, under the slogan “Shared Vision
for a Better World” and focusing on “Clean and
Affordable Energy.” The event was organized
by the National Standards Organization of Iran
and attended by a number of national officials
and those active in the quality sector at the
Summit Hall.

The ceremony also emphasized the neces-
sity of developing clean energy, increasing
productivity, and upgrading standards related
to energy consumption in energy-intensive
industries. Optimizing production processes,
developing renewable energy infrastructure,
and reducing environmental pollution are
among the areas in which these standards
play arole.

The implementation of energy management
standards in the agricultural and food indus-
try value chain is also particularly important.
The use of clean and low-consumption tech-
nologies in sectors such as cold storage, pro-
cessing industries, and industrial greenhous-
es, in addition to helping manage production
costs, can help maintain product quality after

harvest and reduce agricultural waste.

Standardization of energy-intensive equip-
ment and processes in agriculture and the
food industry also provides the basis for in-
creasing productivity, optimal use of resourc-
es, and strengthening sustainable food secu-
rity infrastructure. From this perspective, the
development and implementation of ener-
gy-related standards, in addition to economic
effects, are also important in protecting natu-
ral resources and reducing the environmental
consequences of production activities.

In another part of the ceremony, top pro-
duction and service units at both national
and provincial levels, conformity assessment
bodies including inspection companies and
partner laboratories, corresponding technical
committees, quality control managers, sam-
ple drafting secretaries, and pioneers in the
field of quality were honored.

This ceremony was held with the aim of ex-
plaining the role of standards in improving the
quality of products and services, enhancing
productivity, and supporting sustainable de-
velopment.

understanding to manage economic conditions: Qalibaf
TEHRAN- Parliament Speaker i LR

Mohammad-Bager Qalibaf, em-
phasizing the necessity of coor-
dination and consensus between
the government and parliament
in managing the country’s eco-
nomic conditions, said: “Accurate
assessment of the current situa-
tion and outlining upcoming sce-
narios can provide the basis for
more effective decision-making to
improve people’s livelihoods and
manage economic challenges in
the second half of the year”

According to an IRNA report
from the parliament, a joint meet-
ing of a group of ministers and
senior economic officials of the
government and the heads of
the economic committees of the
parliament was held on the topic
of examining the economic and
livelihood situation of the people,
with the presence of Moham-
mad-Bager Qalibaf, the Speaker of
the Parliament.

In this meeting, which was at-
tended by Ali Nikzad, First Vice
Speaker of the Parliament; Ghol-
amreza Tajgardoun, Head of the
Budget and Planning Committee;
Mohammad-Javad Askari, Head
of the Agriculture, Water, Natu-
ral Resources and Environment
Committee; Shamseddin Hosseini,
Head of the Economic Committee;
Ali Babaei Karmani, Head of the
Social Committee; Seyyed Hamid
Pourmohammadi, Head of the
Plan and Budget Organization;
Ahmad Meidari, Minister of Coop-
eratives, Labor and Social Welfare;
Abdolnaser Hemmati, Governor
General of the Central Bank; Ghol-
amreza Nouri Qezeljeh, Minister of
Agriculture; Seyyed Ali Madaniza-
deh, Minister of Economic Affairs
and Finance; and Babak Negah-

dari, Head of the Parliament Re-
search Center, the ministers and
government officials and the
heads of committees and the
head of the Parliament Research
Center discussed and exchanged
views on various issues including
the commodity coupon (Kalabarg)
plan, securing the livelihood of the
people and the armed forces, the
state of agricultural and livestock
production, the supply of produc-
tion inputs, investment and eco-
nomic growth, compensation for
war damages, and other issues
related to their areas of respon-
sibility.

The Speaker of the Islamic Par-
liament in this session, empha-
sizing the necessity of forming a
common understanding between
the government and parliament
about the country’s economic con-
ditions, said: “The most important
point that we must pay attention
to is the necessity of consensus
and having a common under-
standing of the current situation
and upcoming conditions”

He added: “We have passed the
first six months of the year, and

we now have experience from this
period; accordingly, we must plan
for the next six months by accu-
rately assessing past events.

Qalibaf added: “Both the gov-
ernment and the parliament and
all institutions are trying and
managing the conditions, and in
this regard, we need to make de-
cisions with a more precise view
based on an assessment of the
conditions.”

The Parliament Speaker, em-
phasizing that we must determine
what the scenario ahead for the
next six months is, and if we have
consensus on this, we can design
better for it, said: “Alongside is-
sues such as compensation for
damages, supply of raw materials
and matters of the industrial sec-
tor, improving the livelihood level
of the people and the armed forces
are two important priorities that
must be seriously considered”

He emphasized: “The decisions
we make must be such that the
people’s table is the last place af-
fected by sanctions and war, and
also the first place where a correct

managerial decision has a positive
effect; in this regard, we must set
goals correctly and accurately and
direct resources toward the point
we want”

The head of the legislative
branch added: “As someone who
has managed crises from the first
days of the revolution until now
and has learned management in
crisis, | say with all my being that
in times of crisis, the greatest op-
portunities exist for us, and we
must not neglect this matter”

Emphasizing that today eco-
nomic war is more important than
cognitive, military and cyber wars,
and economic war is the main axis
of the war against us, hr stated: “In
economic war, our main challenge
is the challenge of decision-mak-
ing, management and stable gov-
ernance.”

Stating that in war conditions
we must accept responsibility,
make decisions, and courageously
defend those who work, he said:
“Do not doubt that if we move
forward in coordination in this
gathering, we can, through syn-
ergy, place the parliament and the
government on a single axis in the
economic field and move forward.”

Qalibaf, stating that currently
the most important priority in all
decision-making is the livelihood
of the people and the armed forc-
es, said: “We must act in such a
way that the people’s livelihood
is the last place harmed by the
pressure of war and sanctions,
and the first positive result of
decisions is on the people’s table.
This view must also exist in eco-
nomic growth, reconstruction, and
providing liquidity to the industrial
sector”

Financial transactions with Russia are possible: TPO head

TEHRAN- Mohammad Ali Deh-
ghan Dehnavi, Head of Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO), in
response to a question about the
organization’s measures to facili-
tate financial exchanges between
Iranian traders and the member
countries of the Eurasian Econom-
ic Union (EAEU), especially Russia,
said: “One of the important issues
in trade development is prefer-
ential and free trade agreements,
which have been pursued seriously
in the recent period and are being
developed”

According to ISNA, Dehghan
Dehnavi, at a press conference
on the 30th National Export Day
ceremony and honoring national
exemplary exporters, which will
be held on October 21, referred
to the implementation process
of the free trade agreement with
the Eurasian Economic Union, and
stated: “This agreement has per-
formed positively at a time when
the country’s total exports have
faced somewhat negative growth
due to the issues that have arisen,
and this shows that there is poten-
tial to develop trade in this market.
The free trade agreement removes
tariff barriers; in the agreement
with the Eurasian Union, tariffs
on 87 percent of goods have been
reduced to zero; therefore, for this
group of goods, there is no tariff
barrier to exports”

The Head of Iran’s Trade Pro-
motion Organization, referring to
non-tariff barriers to trade, said:
“Although the agreement also
mentions the removal of these
barriers, it is not the main issue
of the agreement, but we pursue
these issues in trade negotiations.
Payment systems and foreign
currency transfers are among the
non-tariff barriers to trade be-
tween Iran and the member coun-
tries of the Eurasian Union. The
issue of banking systems and sys-
tems that can serve as alternatives
to the banking system falls within
the duties of the Central Bank, and
our colleagues at the Central Bank
have taken good measures in this
regard.”

Dehghan Dehnavi, referring to
the establishment of financial
communications with Russia, said:
“The possibility of communication

and money transfers using nation-
al currencies has been provided. Of
course, conditions are not like nor-
mal circumstances, and sanctions
still create problems; especially
since banks and financial institu-
tions on the other side are not will-
ing to cooperate fully due to con-
siderations arising from sanctions.
Despite these limitations, the con-
ditions for financial transactions
with Russia are suitable compared
with many other countries, and in
economic relations with the Eur-
asian Union, this is not the main
concern”

The Head of Iran’s Trade Pro-
motion Organization considered
standards and customs issues to
be among the most important re-
maining non-tariff barriers in trade
with the Eurasian Union and stated:
“The National Standards Organiza-
tion and the Customs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran are trying to reduce
these barriers” He also announced
the holding of meetings of the joint
committee between Iran and the
Eurasian Economic Union and said:
“The EAEU trade minister will travel
to Iran in the coming days. The re-
sponsibility for the joint committee
related to the agreement between
Iran and the Eurasian Union is held
on Iran’s side by the Minister of In-
dustry, Mine and Trade, and on the
other side by the EAEU trade min-
ister”

On October 6, the official stat-
ing that Iran’s share of the Russian
market must increase, said: This
country imports about $300 billion
annually from various countries
around the world, and despite the
progress made, Iran’s share of this
large market is still negligible.

Dehghan Dehnavi said at the
first Iran-Russia Trade Develop-
ment Summit, focusing on Gilan
and Astrakhan provinces, held in
the Anzali Free Zone: Developing
economic and trade cooperation
with Russia is one of the programs
that has been pursued over the
past years, and one of the most
important measures in this path
has been the implementation of
the Iran-Eurasian Economic Union
Free Trade Agreement.

He added: This agreement has

been implemented since April
2025, and based on it, tariffs on

87 percent of goods in Iran’s trade
with the five member countries of
the Eurasian Economic Union, of
which Russia is the largest, have
been reduced to zero.

The Deputy Minister of Indus-
try, Mining and Trade continued:
The zeroing of tariffs has creat-
ed an advantage and competitive
power for Iranian traders, and the
country’s exporters can use this
opportunity to be one step ahead
of their rivals in the markets of the
Eurasian Economic Union member
countries.

He emphasized: Economic and
trade convergence with the member
countries of the Eurasian Economic
Union must continue, and it is nec-
essary to make optimal use of this
opportunity and for all economic
actors and the country’s existing
capacities to work to increase Iran's
share of the Russian market.

The Head of Iran’s Trade Promo-
tion Organization, referring to the
existing capacities for developing
exports to Russia, said: Based on
studies conducted, more than $50
billion of Russia’s imports overlap
with goods that Iran has the pos-
sibility to export, and activating
this capacity can increase Iran’s
exports to this country from the
current $1 to $2 billion to $10 or
even $20 billion.

Dehghan Dehnavi continued:
In addition to this capacity, new
capacities must also be created,
and to activate these capacities,
planning and establishing direct
communication between the eco-
nomic actors of the two countries
is necessary.

The Head of Iran’s Trade Promo-
tion Organization (TPO), stating
that Gilan has a special position
in trade with Russia, emphasized:
In addition to its production ca-
pacities and export products, this
province can also be a connection
point and trade gateway for the
country from a logistical point of
view.

Dehghan Dehnavi stated: This
province is connected to Russia
as well as Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan,
and Turkmenistan through the
seaq, and land and rail routes have
provided other capacities for trade
development.

He continued: Part of the rail
project is being completed, and
rail connection is currently estab-
lished at the border; also, part of
the goods transferred from China
to the region arrive at Anzali Port
via Kazakhstan and Aktau Port,
and are distributed throughout the
country from here.

The Head of Iran’s Trade Promo-
tion Organization (TPO) empha-
sized: These capacities show that
Gilan, in addition to developing its
own trade, can become a major
commercial hub for the country.

According to him, to achieve
this goal, completing the required
infrastructure and defining new
activities for the private sector is
necessary and essential.

Dehghan Dehnavi emphasized
the role of sending trade dele-
gations in developing economic
relations and added: Holding this
summit and afterward planning
to send trade delegations can be
effective in developing trade be-
tween the two countries.

He added: Every trade communi-
cation and conversation, exchange
of business cards, and negotiation
among economic actors lays the
groundwork for a new contract,
export orimport, joint cooperation,
and investment.

Dehghan Dehnavi referred to the
long-standing relations between
Gilan and Astrakhan provinces and
recalled: These relations must be
in the field of investment in addi-
tion to trade, and the two sides can
have joint investment in each oth-
er’s capacities to provide a basis
for increasing trade.

The Head of Iran’s Trade Pro-
motion Organization further em-
phasized: Part of the problems is
caused by sanctions and foreign
restrictions, and part is related to
internal issues, including the mul-
tiplicity of laws and regulations,
systems, instability of regulations,
and administrative bureaucracy;
our effort is to facilitate the path
of trade at least in the area of in-
ternal obstacles that are within
the government’s control, and
good measures have been taken
and are being taken in this regard.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



Rubio’s understanding of thymos is very
deficient: Francis Fukuyama

‘Rubio celebrates the agreement over Greenland, without mentioning his desire to grab it away from Denmark’

TEHRAN - The political scien-
tist Francis Fukuyama says U.S.
Secretary of State understanding
of of thymos is very deficient.

Speaking at Athens on Octo-
ber 7, Rubio talked about thymos
-- pride, spiritedness, the desire
for recognition -- as the core
value of Western civilization. But,
Fukuyama says, Rubio has a very
attenuated understanding of thy-
mos, and does not understand
how it is a double-edged sword.

Writing in the Persuasion web-
site on October 12, Fukuyama says
Rubio’s boss Donald Trump “is a
perfect example of unconstrained
megalothymia,” which by contrast
means “Janus-faced.”

Fukuyama, the senior Fellow at
Stanford University, says Bubio’s
boss “wants his face to be carved
into Mount Rushmore as one of
the greatest of American presi-
dents, but also seeks pettier ac-
claim like the Nobel Peace Prize or
his name on the Kennedy Center”

The author of The Realm of the
Last Man adds, “He (Trump) re-
cently showed Maggie Haberman
a list of history’s most powerful
rulers, whom he clearly admired
and wished to equal. The list in-
cluded Genghis Khan, Attila the
Hun, Napoleon, Mao, and Sta-
lin, and not a single democratic
statesman.”

Fukuyama’s article titled “Thy-
mos and American Foreign Policy”
is as follows:

Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio gave a speech at the Pnyx in
Athens on October 7, a place just
below the Parthenon that | spoke
at a few years ago. It sounds as if
one of his speechwriters has been
reading my books, because at
the heart of his address he talks
about thymos (he transliterates

it as thumos) as the core value of
Western civilization. This is cor-
rect in some fashion, but Rubio’s
understanding of the idea is very
deficient.

The Secretary of States says
the following:

For the Greeks of antiquity, the
pursuit of excellence was the very
principle of man’s existence. They
organized all of civic life around
contest, ambition, competition: in
philosophy and poetry, in sculp-
ture and drama, in athletics and
art, in war and statecraft. The
classical Greek city was an arena
for great men to test and prove
themselves, to hone their poten-
tial through perpetual struggle—
to be the best, the strongest, the
most beautiful, straining to inch
ever closer to perfection.

Now | know that to modern
ears, what | just described, this
way of life, may sound odd; it may
even sound cruel. The ideal of
many ideologies in our time has,
frankly, become a world of perfect
safety, devoid of risk or failure,
with neither the glory of victory
nor the shame of defeat ...

The ancient Greek city-states
were filled .. with intense pas-
sion and rivalry and faction and
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conflict. But from that constant
struggle for distinction—from
that came the great flowering
of art and philosophy and polit-
ical and intellectual energy that
would transform a collective of
Mediterranean cities into the
birthplace of the greatest civiliza-
tion in the world.

The thumos, as the ancient
Greeks called it—the fire of pas-
sion, strength, courage, pride—is
the heart of great civilization. And
without it? Without it, nations
lose their will to fight, the will to
strive, the will to survive.

| spoke of thymos at some
length back in 1992 in The End
of History and the Last Man, and
have returned to it in In the Realm
of the Last Man, my new memoir.
Thymos—pride, spiritedness, the
desire for recognition—is indeed
important for Western civiliza-
tion. But Rubio has a very atten-
uated understanding of it, and
does not understand how it is a
double-edged sword.

Thymos is at the core not just of
Western civilization, but, as Hegel
and his interpreter Alexandre Ko-
jéve noted, of politics as a whole.
The first bloody battle between
early human beings was driven

by the desire for dominance and
recognition, by the willingness to
risk one’s life. This struggle for
dominance leads to a society of
masters and slaves, in which nei-
ther party is fully satisfied—the
slave for obvious reasons, but
the master as well because he is
recognized by someone who is
only a slave. The solution to this
problem unfolds over historical
time, with the emergence of a so-
ciety based on mutual and equal
recognition of all human beings.
Such a society was articulated for
the first time in the Declaration
of the Rights of Man and Citizen
in the French Revolution, as well
as the U.S. Constitution’s Bill of
Rights. Both rest on a fundamen-
tal Christian idea, the universal
equality of all human beings un-
der God. Liberal societies recog-
nize equality of dignity by grant-
ing and protecting basic human
rights.

In The End of History and the
Last Man, | created two neolo-
gisms, isothymia and megalothy-
mia. Isothymia is the desire for
equal recognition, which is funda-
mentally at the base of any mod-
ern democracy. Human beings
universally feel resentful and an-
gry when they are disrespected,
when their fundamental dignity is
held to be lower than that of an-
other group or individual. Today’s
polarized politics is driven by iso-
thymia: left-wing identity politics
by the demand of marginalized
groups for equal recognition, and
an emerging right-wing version
based on a narrative of white or
Christian victimization.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Can Saudi Arabia find a viable path out of Yemen?

From page 1 » For more than a
decade, Saudi Arabia tried block-
ade, isolation, and sanctions. When
these measures failed to break
Ansarallah’s resolve, it went a step
further on July 13, bombing the
runway at Sanaa International Air-
port to prevent an Iranian aircraft
from landing.

On board was a Yemeni delega-
tion returning from Tehran, where
it had paid its respects following
the martyrdom of the Leader of
Iran’s Revolution, Ayatollah Sayyed
Ali Khamenei.

The attack was intended as a re-
minder that the airport remained
under blockade. Instead, it became
the spark that reignited an unprec-
edented confrontation between
the two sides, with hostilities now
unfolding on land, in the air, and at
sea, striking deep into both Saudi
and Yemeni territories.

The option the Kingdom has re-
frained from trying is sustained
negotiations and genuine dialogue
with Ansarallah, whether face-to-
face or through trusted interme-
diaries aimed at a lasting solution.
By its very nature, a truce is tempo-
rary. It does not address the roots
of a crisis or produce the necessary
settlements between the conflict-
ing demands and interests of the
parties involved.

The collapse of de-escalation

The second extension of the
truce agreement expired on Octo-
ber 2, 2022, without an agreement
on a third extension, as the parties
remained too far apart in their po-
sitions. Nevertheless, the cease-
fire largely held, and the past four
years saw a reduction in hostilities
that was disrupted only by isolated
incidents, none of which amounted
to a significant breach or escala-
tion, until the attack on Sanaa air-
port three months ago.

In April 2023, a Saudi delegation
visited Sanaa. The trip lasted six
days. In September 2023, an Ansar-
allah delegation visited Riyadh to

explore the possibility of advancing
a political process that could pro-
duce lasting solutions. That trip
lasted five days.

However, three factors left ev-
erything unresolved: first, the wid-
ening gap between the two sides;
second, Riyadh’s insistence that
it was a “sponsor and mediator”
rather than a party to the Yemeni
crisis; and third, the outbreak of the
Al-Agsa Storm operation, which
reshaped regional maps, balances
of power, and priorities. As a re-
sult, matters remained unresolved,
leaving both the intra-Yemeni and
Yemeni-Saudi crises open to any
number of possibilities and sce-
narios.

Ansarallah became preoccupied
with its military campaign in sup-
port of Gaza, achieving tangible
results that worked in its favor
rather than against it. It subse-
quently evolved from a local actor
into a regional player, particularly
after reaching an understanding
with the Trump administration
under which the U.S. would halt its
attacks on Yemen in exchange for
ending attacks on American ves-
sels and assets in the Red Sea and
the Bab al-Mandab Strait. Mean-
while, relations with Riyadh ap-
peared to have been pushed to the
back burner.

Some Ansarallah officials say the
war now raging should have erupt-
ed two years ago, given the dead-
lock in efforts to find a solution and
the worsening consequences of the
blockade. However, the Gaza geno-
cide postponed the entire matter.

There is also a reductive and
misleading narrative that portrays
the renewed war and confronta-
tion as a response by Ansarallah
to an Iranian order. Beyond being
false and superficial, this narrative
harms those who genuinely believe
it, rather than those who repeat it
out of spite or to demonize their
adversaries.

Misjudging Ansarallah’s position

and standing leads to some of the
most erroneous and damaging
conclusions.  Ansarallah indeed
makes no secret of its close ties to
Iran and its regional axis. It is also
true that the Sanaa government
did not hesitate to support Gaza
in the past and may not hesitate
in the future to join a campaign in
support of Hezbollah and Iran.

But above all, Ansarallah is an
integral part of Yemen's social and
political fabric and one of the coun-
try’s fundamental constituencies.
All of Yemen may not be governed
by Ansarallah alone, but it cannot
be governed without it.

Following the July attack on Sa-
naa airport, it became clear that
a fundamental shift had taken
place in Ansarallah’s language and
preparations. Its leader announced
a new equation: “blockade for
blockade, ports for ports, and air-
ports for airports”

Few took these threats seri-
ously until the confrontation on
the ground escalated, with Ansar-
allah extending its control along
the coast toward Taiz and the Bab
al-Mandab Strait, while reciprocal
strikes intensified in the heart of
both Saudi and Yemeni territory.

The Kingdom has sought to ab-
solve itself of accusations that it is
directly involved in military opera-
tions, maintaining its position un-
der the theory that it is a “sponsor
and mediator, not a party” to the
war.

The path Saudi Arabia has yet
totry

The eight-year war failed to
achieve its objectives, while Ansar-
allah emerged stronger and is now
expanding its reach.

Nor can Saudi Arabia continue to
deny the damage and consequenc-
es of its blockade on Yemen, which
affects three-quarters of the pop-
ulation. It cannot credibly claim that
the limited and restricted flights
available, or the reduced flow of
goods are sufficient to compensate

the Yemeni people for shortages of
food and medicine. Neither can it
maintain that its measures target
only Ansarallah and are directed
exclusively at arms supplies.

The realities of Yemeni life and
the daily experiences of ordinary
Yemenis tell a different story. Re-
ports by international organiza-
tions document poverty, depriva-
tion, shortages of medicine and
food, and the interruption of salary
payments. Such conditions might
be endured for another year or two,
but allowing them to persist much
longer seems untenable.

The option Saudi Arabia has
yet to try, with the seriousness it
demands, is to open the door to
dialogue and negotiations, either
directly or through a trusted me-
diator, such as Oman, in pursuit of
solutions and settlements to all
outstanding disputes.

Such a dialogue would begin
between Sanaa and Riyadh, but it
would not end with them. Instead,
it would bring all Yemeni parties
to the negotiating table, based on
the principle that Yemen cannot
be governed by a single Yemeni
faction. The talks should not be
tactical, intermittent, and cease-
fire-focused. Dialogue must be a
sustained, strategic commitment
to a comprehensive negotiated
settlement that addresses the root
causes of the conflict, the block-
ade, the humanitarian crisis, and
Yemen'’s political future. The King-
dom has not genuinely embraced
negotiation as a primary strategy,
instead treating it as a pause be-
tween rounds of military pressure.

Experts believe the time has
come to try this approach. It would
not be costly and offers the short-
est and least expensive path for-
ward for all parties, especially Sau-
di Arabia, which has much to lose.
Has the time finally come to stop
repeating failed experiments and
take a new path, one that might, at
last, lead to a different ending?
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Baku arrests dozens as hijab ban

empties schools

From page 1 » The text never mentions the
hijab. On October 6, the same standard was
extended to teachers, and by the second week
of the month, principals in Baku and the prov-
inces were stopping girls at the gate.

About 96 percent of Azerbaijanis identify
as Muslim. For a girl who covers her hair, the
decree offers two options: remove the scarf or
stay home.

Classrooms empty, parents at the gates

Many families refused both. At School No.
69 in Baku's Balakhani district, students
walked out after classmates were barred and
unfurled a banner saying the hijab is no obsta-
cle to education. Students at School No. 322 in
the capital did the same.

The pattern repeated in Masally, Jalilabad
and the township of Hokmali. Boys joined the
boycotts. In one Baku neighborhood, parents
said they would keep their sons at home un-
til the girls were readmitted. Footage showed
students hugging teachers and sobbing out-
side locked doors.

Women on the staff have been given the
same ultimatum. Zahra Hasanova, a teacher,
was ordered to remove her scarf at work. ‘|
am hurt,” she told Al Jazeera. “The hijab is a
personal choice, and if one day | want to take it
off, that should be my choice too”

Arrests and a feed that would not refresh

Baku sent police. On October 12, the Interi-
or Ministry reported 37 arrests in the capital,
accusing the detainees of confronting school
staff, damaging property and disturbing pub-
lic order.

Criminal cases were opened under Article
233, which carries up to three years in prison.
Local activists put the number of people taken
into custody above 200.

The ministry has also cited violence: a school
director’s car set on fire in the Garadagh dis-
trict and an attempt to burn a school building,
with no injuries. It has not shown who was
responsible, and nothing connects the orga-
nizers of the school protests to either incident.

The online outage followed the same time-
line. Instagram and TikTok stopped refreshing
for most users, and X also degraded.

Many people could reach the platforms only
through VPNs. Officials have not acknowl-
edged a block, and independent monitors
have stopped short of confirming one.

The sudden network throttling coincid-
ed with viral footage of barred students and
empty classrooms, suppressing real-time or-
ganizing and obscuring state crackdown. By

cutting off digital channels, Baku aims to curb
outrage and enforce compliance.

The precedent and those who bhenefit

The so-called constitution guarantees
freedom of religion in Azerbaijan. Practice has
long run the other way.

Headscarf restrictions in schools in 2010
and 2012 produced street protests that police
broke up with arrests.

In November 2015, the Baku government’s
armed forces stormed the historically devout
Shia town of Nardaran, launching a deadly
assault that left several local believers mar-
tyred.

Following the crackdown, Taleh Bagirza-
de, head of the Muslim Unity Movement, was
subjected to severe torture and handed a po-
litically motivated 20-year prison sentence
for organizing civil resistance against state
anti-Islamic decrees.

Unsanctioned gatherings are violently dis-
persed, and independent media operate under
constant pressure.

This time the dissent has reached the pris-
ons. Polad Aslanov, a journalist already serv-
ing a long sentence on “treason” charges, be-
gan a hunger strike on October 8. A statement
released through his family says he is using
the only tool he has left to defend the consti-
tutional rights of girls and teachers.

Demonstrators have also gathered outside
the Azerbaijani consulate in Istanbul. Pres-
ident Ilham Aliyev, speaking at a party con-
ference, told critics not to “interfere with our
lifestyle.” Some observers read the remark as
aimed at Turkey.

Observers note that the crackdown aligns
with Baku's foreign policy priorities as well as
its domestic goals.

Aliyev has spent two decades building a
controversial partnership with Israel, which
buys a large share of its oil from Azerbaijan
and sells Baku drones and other weapons, and
he keeps a working relationship with Wash-
ington.

Baku has long treated its devout Shia pop-
ulation as a security risk. Enforcing the head-
scarf ban in the language of secularism lets
the government act on that suspicion in terms
its partners welcome, and neither capital has
shown interest in objecting.

The bill is paid by Muslim families in a Mus-
lim-majority country, who are being told that
a girl's education now depends on what she
wears.

Trump targets anti-war Muslim
congresswoman three weeks before midterms

From page 1 » The search took place 22 days
before the U.S. midterm elections, violating
longstanding Department of Justice guide-
lines that strictly discourage overt investiga-
tive steps against political figures within 60
days of a vote.

Critics argue the action demonstrates a
direct weaponization of federal security insti-
tutions designed to influence the upcoming
election and intimidate political opposition.

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz condemned
the raid, stating that Donald Trump is openly
misusing executive power to target political
adversaries.

Addressing the raid on social media, Omar
confirmed her safety while confronting the
administration’s actions directly.

She characterized the search as a calculat-
ed effort to target political enemies and wea-
ponize law enforcement, noting that Trump
has subjected her to baseless hostility for a
decade.

She declared that state intimidation would
not silence her. Her office formally labeled the
operation an outrageous abuse of authori-
ty, reaffirming that the congresswoman has
committed no legal violations.

Speaking to reporters before traveling to
Ohio, Trump denied directing the search while
launching sharp personal attacks against
Omar.

He described her as “a terrible person” and
asserted that her origin country of Soma-
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lia, which he labelled a “non-country,” was
plagued by crime and squalor.

These attacks form part of a documented,
long-standing pattern of hostility, as Trump
has spent months fixating on Omar in what
she has described as “an unhealthy obses-
sion,” from suggesting in February that she
should be “institutionalized” to repeatedly
demanding her deportation at political rallies.

Weeks prior to the search, Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Markwayne Mullin publicly tele-
graphed the operation by declaring on televi-
sion that an investigation was underway and
warning that something was going to happen
regarding her family background.

House Democratic leaders Hakeem Jeffries,
Katherine Clark, and Pete Aguilarissued a joint
statement calling the raid deeply disturbing
and describing it as a rogue abuse of power.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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TEHRAN - A friend’s suggestion
was all it took to set me on the road
to North Khorasan, one of the few Ira-
nian provinces | had never visited and,
until then, had rarely considered as a
travel destination.

We set out to explore the province
over three days, keeping costs low
and relying on local guides and the
knowledge of people familiar with the
region. What followed was a journey
through mountain strongholds, tra-
ditional homestays, Turkmen hospi-
tality, living musical traditions, local
festivals and a secluded valley where
a man had spent years building a
world of his own. By the end, | had dis-
covered how easily a place can remain
off one’s travel map until the moment
one finally gives it a chance.

Atrain to the edge of the desert

We boarded the train from Tehran
around midday, heading towards Ja-
jarm, one of the southernmost cit-
ies of North Khorasan province. We
would not be getting off in the city
itself, however, but at Jajarm railway
station, roughly 30 kilometers away.
From there, our tightly scheduled ex-
ploration of the province would begin.

By the time we arrived, it was
around 8 p.m. The long train ride had
carried us away from the bustle of
the capital and towards a landscape
where the desert and mountains
seemed to set a different pace for life.

Our first night's accommodation
was a modest traditional homestay
near the railway line, tucked behind a
small pistachio orchard. Built largely
of mud brick and earth, the proper-
ty consisted of perhaps six or seven
rooms. It was not the sort of place
that would appear in a glossy hotel
brochure. That, as | would discover,
was part of its appeal.

Our hosts, a middle-aged couple
known affectionately as Uncle Ghor-
ban and Aunt Zeynab, welcomed us
with a warmth that made the long
journey feel worthwhile.

Dinner was a traditional meal ac-
companied by local music. There were
no polished dining tables or carefully
staged decorations. Instead, the set-
ting had the unpretentious charm of
a family home where visitors were
treated less like customers than
guests.

We ate, listened to music and grad-
ually settled into the rhythm of a
place that seemed far removed from
the hurried world we had left behind.

The accommodation was basic. We
slept on simple mattresses laid on the
floor, and nothing about the rooms
could be described as luxurious. The
walls were made of earth, the sur-
roundings were quiet, and above us
stretched a night sky scattered with
stars.

| began to understand that comfort
does not always come from the things
we buy or the services we expect.
Sometimes it comes from the absence
of things that have come to dominate
our daily lives: traffic, noise, constant
notifications, crowded schedules and
the persistent feeling that we should
always be doing something.

The following morning brought
some of the most memorable mo-
ments of the entire trip. Aunt Zeynab
had prepared two kinds of local bread.
One was plain, while the other was
enriched with aromatic herbs, sesame
seeds and black seeds.

The smell of freshly baked bread
filled the space, making it difficult to
think about anything else.

There was also strained yoghurt
that had been stored in a sheep’s skin,
along with fresh eggs and vegetables
from the family’s own garden.

Then came the butter.

Our hosts used a simple traditional
arrangement involving a sheep’s skin
and wooden poles to make butter
from milk. The process was a remind-
er of how everyday necessities were
once produced through household la-
bor and local knowledge, long before
industrial food production made such

B North Khorasan, the
province | almost missed

sumers.

Nothing was presented as an at-
traction. These were simply the things
our hosts did, and had perhaps done
for much of their lives. Yet for us, they
offered a glimpse into a way of living
that is becoming increasingly unfa-
miliar to people in large cities. Under
that simple roof, | felt an unusual
sense of calm.

Before leaving, we thanked Uncle

Ghorban and Aunt Zeynab for their
hospitality. It was a brief encounter,
but it left a lasting impression.

Through the mountains of Raz
and Jargalan

After breakfast, we set off towards
the northern part of the province. Our
destination was Raz and Jargalan, a
district close to the border with Turk-

menistan, where mountains, valleys
and remote settlements preserve
traces of a past that is not always
easy to read from the landscape.

The drive took around four hours.
It was a long journey, but the scen-
ery gave us plenty of reasons to look
away from the road and towards the
surrounding countryside.

Among the most striking sights
were ancient juniper trees, some
of which were said to be hundreds
of years old, with some estimated
to be as much as 2,000 years old.
Their twisted trunks and weathered
branches seemed to embody the en-
durance of life in a landscape shaped
by harsh weather and the passage of
time.

North Khorasan has many such re-
minders of time’s passage, although
visitors who hurry towards more
famous destinations may never en-
counter them.

The region’s historical attractions
were no less compelling.

At one point, we came across a large

defensive structure perched high on a
mountain. Our guide explained that it
had served as a refuge during periods
of invasion. When danger approached,
people could retreat to the elevated
stronghold and pull up the ladders
used to reach it, making access diffi-
cult for attackers.

The location was striking, but the
first question that came to my mind
was not how the structure had been
built. It was how people had managed

to reach it.

Imagine a community sudden-
ly threatened by an invading force.
Families would have to abandon their
homes, gather whatever possessions
they could carry and make their way
up a steep mountain path. Children,
elderly people and those carrying food
or other necessities would all have to
negotiate the same difficult ascent.

Then, once inside, they would have
to wait, uncertain about what was
happening below and whether they
would ever return to their homes.

The defensive advantages of such
a place become obvious when viewed
from a distance. But imagining the
people who depended on it makes the
history far more immediate.

A little farther along our route, we
encountered another remarkable
sight: a series of man-made caves
cut into a mountainside, arranged in
three levels.

According to our local guide, the
lowest level had been used to keep
animals, while the upper levels served
other purposes associated with ref-
uge and shelter.

Iran’s history is often presented
through the grandeur of its palac-
es, mosques, monumental tombs
and celebrated ancient cities. Yet
the country’s past also survives in
less conspicuous places: a refuge
on a mountain, a room cut into rock,
a mud-brick house or a path worn

These are places where history is
not always written in inscriptions.
Sometimes it is recorded in the land-
scape itself.

The mountain refuges also brought
to mind the long history of insecurity
experienced by communities across
this part of Asia. Trade routes con-
nected distant regions, but those
same routes could bring armies, raid-
ers and political upheaval. For people
living in exposed settlements, the
ability to seek shelter was not an ab-
stract architectural concern. It could
determine whether a family survived.

We eventually left that mountains
behind and continued towards a dif-
ferent kind of encounter, one that
would reveal another dimension of
North Khorasan'’s character.

A Turkmen welcome, with an un-
expected pizza

By midday, we had reached a tradi-
tional accommodation run by a Turk-
men couple and their two sons.

The atmosphere was different from
that of our previous night’s homestay,
but the same spirit of hospitality was
immediately apparent.

Our hosts wore traditional Turkmen
clothing and distinctive hats. Their ap-
pearance, manner and surroundings
offered a glimpse of a cultural iden-
tity that has been preserved across
generations in this borderland region.

North Khorasan is home to a di-
verse population, including Kurdish
Kurmanji speakers, Turkmens, Per-
sians and Turkic-speaking communi-
ties. The province’s cultural richness
is not simply a matter of different
ethnic groups living within the same
administrative boundaries. It is visible
in its music, languages, food, hand-
icrafts, clothing and everyday social
customs.

Here, cultural identities have de-
veloped through centuries of coexis-
tence, exchange and adaptation.

Turkmen communities, in particu-
lar, have maintained distinctive tra-
ditions in carpet weaving, textiles,
music and horsemanship, while their
cuisine reflects both local resources
and wider cultural connections across
Central Asia.

Lunch at the guesthouse brought

some of those culinary traditions to
the table. The food combined Iranian

and Turkmen influences, giving us an
opportunity to sample flavors that
felt familiar in some respects and dif-
ferent in others.

Then came the surprise: a pizza that
our hosts described as their own cre-
ation. It was delicious.

| had not expected to encounter a
distinctive house pizza in a tradition-
al guesthouse near the border with
Turkmenistan. Yet that small detail
seemed to capture something im-
portant about the character of the
place. Cultural traditions do not nec-
essarily survive by remaining frozen in
time. They often continue through the
ability to absorb new influences while
retaining a recognizable identity.

Once again, the welcome was infor-
mal and sincere. We were travelling on
a limited budget, and our hosts made
us feel that this was no obstacle to re-
ceiving generous hospitality.

After lunch, we headed towards
a reservoir behind a dam for a short
boat ride. The water offered a wel-
come change after hours of mountain
roads and dry landscapes. The sur-
rounding hills formed a quiet back-
drop, and for a while we could simply
enjoy the view without having to think
about the next destination.

Before long, we were back on the

road, leaving Raz and Jargalan behind
and heading towards Shirvan.

After approximately three hours on
the road, we reached Shirvan, where
one of the most memorable encoun-
ters of the journey was waiting for us.

Our first stop was a traditional du-
tar workshop run by master instru-
ment-maker Khosrow Haddad and his
sons.

The dutar is a long-necked, two-
stringed lute found in Iran and across
Central Asia. Its name comes from the
Persian words do, meaning two, and
tar, meaning string.

Although the instrument looks rel-
atively simple, its cultural significance
is considerable. In parts of northeast-
ern Iran, particularly among Kurdish
and Turkmen communities, the dutar
is closely associated with the musical
traditions of the Bakhshi, performers
who have historically carried songs,
stories, poetry and local memory from
one generation to the next.

A dutar is not merely a musical in-
strument. In the hands of a skilled
performer, it can become a means of
preserving a community’s sense of
itself.

The workshop was also a shop
where instruments were displayed
and sold. Yet it felt much more like a
place devoted to a lifelong passion
than a commercial enterprise.

Master Haddad had spent more
than five decades making dutars and
teaching others to play them. His stu-
dents shared his enthusiasm, and the
atmosphere suggested that the craft
was being sustained not only through
technical instruction but also through
personal commitment.

Master Haddad and his students took
turns performing several local pieces,
first individually and then together. The

music filled the workshop, turning an
ordinary room into a space where the
outside world seemed to recede.

The sound was distinctive: some-
times gentle and reflective, some-
times energetic and rhythmic. The
musicians’ movements were un-
forced, and their concentration was
evident. They did not seem to be per-

forming merely to entertain a group
of visitors. They were sharing some-
thing they knew intimately and cared
deeply about.

(See full text at wwwi.tehrantimes.com)




“Nurse, Ambassador of Life” program to

reach over 800 schools nationwide

TEHRAN - A national pro-
gram titled “Nurse, Ambassador
of Life” will be implemented in
more than 800 schools across
the country, with the participa-
tion of 64 universities of medical
sciences, to promote life-saving
skills and improve students’ pre-
paredness for emergencies.

The initiative draws on the ex-
pertise of medical universities
and nursing professionals to
bring healthcare knowledge and
practical experience into educa-
tional settings. By introducing
students to basic emergency re-
sponse skills, the program aims
to strengthen social responsibil-
ity, raise public awareness and
encourage informed assistance
in critical situations.

Training students in basic first
aid can also help them share
what they learn with their fami-
lies and communities, contribut-
ing to broader public prepared-
ness and greater participation in
emergency response efforts.

Abbas Ebadi, the deputy health
minister for nursing affairs,
highlighted the importance of
expanding life-saving training
during the inauguration ceremo-
ny of the program.

The event was held during
Nurses Week under the theme of
“Nursing Management in Acci-
dents and Disasters.”

Referring to cooperation be-
tween the Ministry of Health and
the Emergency Medical Services
Organization, Ebadi said recent
experiences had further under-
scored the need to equip the
public with essential life-saving

skills.

Emphasizing the importance
of basic cardiopulmonary resus-
citation (CPR) and first aid train-
ing, he said these skills should be
accessible to everyone so that
people can take essential initial
steps to save the lives of injured
individuals before emergency re-
sponders arrive.

Ebadi noted that greater pub-
lic awareness and prepared-
ness could help reduce the
consequences of accidents and
improve the chances of survival
for those injured.

He added that expanding first
aid education in schools would
give students an opportunity
to learn basic assistance tech-
niques and understand how to

respond appropriately to emer-
gencies.

The deputy health minister
also stressed the need for coop-
eration among relevant organi-
zations to expand such training
and establish it as a nationwide
initiative, noting that a simple,
timely and appropriate action
could save a life.

In May 2025, the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) director
for the Eastern Mediterranean
Regional Office (EMRO) said Iran
is a leading country in expanding
its healthcare system and pro-
viding access to universal health
coverage.

Lauding the country’s achieve-
ments in recent years, Hanan
Balkhi said expanding primary

health care services, increasing
access to health coverage in rural
areas, maintaining high vaccina-
tion rates, and reducing mater-
nal and newborn mortality, lran
has managed to become a suc-
cessful role model in the region,
the health ministry’s website re-
ported.

In January, President Masoud
Pezeshkian called the country’s
health system a role model in
the region and even the world,
thanks to its unique, particularly
primary healthcare services.

HIGHLIGHT: By introducing
students to basic emergency re-
sponse skills, the program aims
to strengthen social responsibil-

ity.

Iraqi students taking Persian Language Proficiency Test

TEHRAN - A total of 268 Iragi students
have taken the Persian Language Proficien-
cy Test at six centers across Iraq, marking
a more than threefold increase from the 78
participants recorded last year.

The test was organized with the support
of Iran’s scientific counselor in Iraq and ad-
ministered in Baghdad, Najaf, Wasit, Karbala,
Basra, and Erbil.

Proficiency in Persian helps internation-
al students communicate more effectively
with professors and classmates, pursue their
studies at Iranian universities, and access
academic resources in the language. These
capabilities can also contribute to strength-
ening educational and academic ties between
Iran and Iraq.

The Persian Language Proficiency Test is
held three times a year both in Iran and in the
countries that have Persian Language chairs,
concurrently. The test has general and aca-
demic modules.

Apart from university students, foreign
nationals who want to live, work, run busi-
nesses, and establish international offices in
Iran, or study in Iranian schools are required
to take the test.

On January 24, Abbas Qanbari-Baghestan,
an official with the Organization of Student
Affairs, said: “Attaining a specified score in
learning the Persian language will be a key
requirement for foreign students to be ad-
mitted to Iranian universities from the next
academic year, which will start in fall 2026.”
The test includes listening, speaking, and
writing sections, he added.

Highlighting the importance of providing
quality education for international students,
the official said Persian language teaching
centers play a key role in attracting foreign
students and preparing them to major in
universities. So, they should do their best to
employ experienced professors to provide
the best educational courses to help foreign
students learn the Persian language.

Nearly 60,000 foreign students are cur-
rently studying in Iranian universities, com-
pared with 35000 students in the past
Iranian academic year, which started on Sep-
tember 22, 2024.

Despite existing challenges, Iran has man-
aged to attract students from 101 countries,
Saeed Habiba, the head of the Organization of
Student Affairs, said in October 2025.

The scientific capacity of the country’s uni-

versities and their positive record in inter-
national cooperation are a valuable oppor-

more than triple

tunity that must be seized to transform the
presence of foreign students into a national
discourse and strategic planning, the offi-
cial said, adding that the students are mainly
from Afghanistan, India, Iraq, and Pakistan.

Attracting 320,000 intl. students by
2028 on agenda

According to the Seventh National Devel-
opment Plan (2023-2028), the country is
projected to increase the number of inter-
national students to 320,000 from currently
around 60,000.

To this end, the higher education system
needs to adopt some institutional and de-
velopmental approaches in organizations
associated with foreign students, Mehr news
agency reported.

In this regard, the parliament research
center has evaluated Iran’s situation in at-
tracting international students and mea-
sures that need to be taken into account.

According to the report, the number of for-
eign students in the country has grown from
13,767 in Iranian year 1394 (2015 - 2016) to
68,563 in 1403 (2024 -2025). The number of
educational institutions that are allowed to
accept foreign students has noticeably in-
creased from 45 to 206 over the past decade.

The report also shows that 13 acts, such
as providing short-time sabbaticals, grant-
ing visas, establishing a center for foreign
student graduates, and holding remedial
courses, have been developed and officially
accepted by the parliament as part of educa-
tional charter for foreign students; however,
they have not been implemented in time.

Also major organizations and institutions
of the country have no participation in plan-
ning cultural programs for foreign students.

A lack of strategic comprehensive market-
ing skills, and bureaucratic and time-con-
suming correspondence were among other
recognized problems.

The parliament research center has put
forward some proposals to help attract more
international students. The most important
one highlights adopting an approach that
focuses on generating income, soft cultural
power, and expanding science.

The other suggestion emphasizes the im-
portance of boosting south-south interna-
tional relations, that is developing political
and economic interactions with highly popu-
lated countries like Pakistan, India, Egypt and
some countries in Central Asia.

Ongoing evaluation of other countries’
policies in attracting students, developing
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software and hardware infrastructures, sta-
ble and secure network, as well as increasing
the number of scholarships are among other
suggested solutions.

Before the US-Israeli war against Iran,
nearly 60,000 foreign students from 101
countries, mainly from Afghanistan, India,
Iraq, and Pakistan, were studying in Iran.

The Ministry of Science has announced that
educational programs for foreign university
students present in the country will continue
despite the unfavorable conditions caused by
the imposed war.

All universities have been asked to ensure
that all international students benefit from
the educational facilities and capacities of
the universities by adopting innovative mea-
sures, including preparing offline education-
al packages, developing intensive summer
training courses, and anticipating the possi-
bility of completing practical courses in the
coming years, in addition to continuing online
education, IRNA reported.

These measures and plans should be im-
plemented in a way that ensures that inter-
national students do not suffer academic,
training, or even financial losses due to the
conditions resulting from the imposed war.

Science Minister Hossein Simaei-Sarraf
has said over 30 Iranian universities had been
directly attacked by the United States and Is-
rael since the war began in late February.

Five university professors and more than
60 students had been killed in the strikes,
added Simaei-Sarraf, describing attacks on
Iranian infrastructure as “crimes against hu-
manity.”

“The main reason the enemy targeted this
sensitive infrastructure was that they did not
want us to gain access to this technology,” he
said, adding that many Iranians abroad have
contacted the university, offering to help
fund its restoration.

SOCIETY

OCTOBER 14, 2026

Straight Truth

Iran eyes African markets through
technology cooperation with Senegal

TEHRAN - Iranian officials have explored
ways to strengthen scientific and technological
cooperation with Senegal, positioning the West
African country as a gateway for Iranian know!-
edge-based companies seeking to expand into
African markets.

Hossein Roozbeh, head of the Organization
for the Development of International Coopera-
tion in Science and Technology, met with Hamid
Moradkhani, Iran’s ambassador to Senegal, on
Saturday to discuss avenues for expanding bi-
lateral cooperation, IRNA reported.

The talks focused on boosting exports of
knowledge-based products, transferring tech-
nical expertise for the production of agricultural
drones, and finalizing a comprehensive memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) on technologi-
cal cooperation between the two countries.

The officials also discussed ways to benefit
from artificial intelligence (Al) capacities and
technological infrastructures to develop bilat-
eral economic relations.

Describing Senegal as a gateway for Iranian
technology to the African continent, Roozbeh
put forward several proposals to expand bilat-
eral cooperation.

He noted that more than 11,000 knowl-
edge-based companies operate in Iran, produc-
ing goods that meet international standards
and compete with their global counterparts in
both quality and price.

He also announced Iran’s readiness for joint
manufacturing of products in agricultural,
medical, petrochemical, and energy sectors.

His other suggestion focused on establishing
and developing science and technology parks
and Iranian innovation centers in Senegal.

Holding technological exhibitions, provid-
ing specialized content for media in Senegal,
granting scholarships to Senegalese students,
and hosting Senegalese technical delegations
in the Iranian House of Innovation and Technol-
ogy (iHiT) were among other points suggested
by the official.

For his part, Moradkhani highlighted technol-
ogy transfer and specialized training as the key
pillars of the two countries’ collaborations, and
called for the Vice Presidency for Science and
Technology to play an active role in Iran-Africa
joint commissions.

He also underscored the importance of es-
tablishing a network of experts and strength-
ening exchanges in the oil and energy sectors.

The official added that a draft memorandum
of understanding (MoU) had been finalized and
was expected to be signed during a visit to Teh-
ran by senior Senegalese officials in January
2027.

Tehran hosts meeting of African envoys to
boost science, health cooperation

on December 7, 2025, Iranian officials and the
ambassadors of 19 African countries to Teh-
ran discussed ways to enhance cooperation in
the fields of science, education, research, and
health.

Addressing the meeting, held in Tehran, Na-
der Tavakoli, the Chancellor of Iran University of
Medical Sciences, said despite coercive sanc-
tions, the country has managed to make great

strides in the health sector, from education
and treatment to technology and production of
medicines, relying on committed and creative
human resources, IRNA reported.

“Now, we are ready to share these achieve-
ments with Africans through establishing a
strategic health alliance between Iran and Af-
rican countries,” Tavakoli highlighted.

Elaborating on the core areas of the strategic
alliance, he said that researchers will focus on
addressing real-time illnesses, such as tropi-
cal and endemic diseases, drug shortages, and
health service delivery in rural areas.

Admitting African students and developing
joint educational courses, with dual accredi-
tation, as well as dispatching professors for
training of trainers, will be another part of the
alliance.

Other main components of the strategic al-
liance will include sharing technical knowledge
in fields such as manufacturing vaccines, bio-
similar drugs, and medical equipment by estab-
lishing a collaborative production line in African
countries, Tavakoli added.

The expansion of scientific interactions be-
tween Iranian and African scientists was the
last point mentioned by the official. The stra-
tegic alliance will lay the basis for boosting
scientific collaborations between over 60 uni-
versities and hundreds of top research centers
across the country, he further noted.

On December 8, the ministries of health and
foreign affairs, in a virtual meeting with Iranian
ambassadors and attachés in Africa, discussed
the potential for promoting cooperation with
African countries in the health sector.

During the meeting, Alireza Biglari, the dep-
uty health minister for international affairs,
highlighted the country’s capabilities in areas
related to health. Referring to the existing ca-
pacity as a valuable opportunity for the ex-
pansion of health diplomacy and the favorable
condition for cooperation with African coun-
tries, the official announced the readiness of
the health ministry to implement decisions and
operational plans, IRNA reported.

For his part, Akbar Khosravi Nejad, Assistant
to Iran’s Foreign Minister and Director General
for Africa, underlined the importance of Africa
in Iran’s foreign policy, and said that the coun-
try’s health system is one of the main sectors
for enhancing collaborations with these coun-
tries.

Tavakoli, for his part, presented an account of
the current activities and programs of the uni-
versity in Africa, as well as future plans to meet
African ambassadors in Tehran.

Iran shakes with 67 earthquakes in a week

TEHRAN - A total of 67 earthquakes have
been recorded across the country in a week from
October 2 to 9, according to the seismological
networks of the Institute of Geophysics of the
University of Tehran.

Statistically, 64 earthquakes with magnitudes
smaller than 3, three earthquakes with a magni-
tude between 3 and 4, and no earthquake with a
magnitude above 4 have occurred in the country,
irsc reported.

Of the total quakes, two had a magnitude of
3.6 on the Richter scale, the first occurred on Oc-
tober 4 in West Azarbajian, and the other one hit
Semnan province on October 6.

Among the provinces of the country, Khorasan
Razavi experienced the highest number of earth-
quakes with 12, followed by Yazd with 8, and
South Khorasan with 7 earthquakes.

During the same period, one earthquake hit
Tehran. No earthquakes were recorded in Ard-
abil, Alborz, Ilam, Bushehr, Chahrmahal-Bakh-
tiari, Zanjan, Sistan-Baluchestan, Qom, Qazvin,
Kordestan, Gilan, Markazi, Hormozgan, and

Hamedan provinces.

Atotal of 2,380 earthquakes with a magnitude
of more than 2.5 on the Richter scale were re-
corded across the country over the past calendar
year (March 2025-March 2026), according to the
Seismological networks of the Institute of Geo-
physics of the University of Tehran, Mehr news
agency reported.

Out of recorded earthquakes, 910 had a mag-
nitude greater than 3, 130 had a magnitude
greater than 4, and 15 had a magnitude greater
than 5 on the Richter scale.

The Iranian plateau is located in a very seismi-
cally active region of the world and is known not
only for its major catastrophic earthquakes but
also for the disasters relating to natural hazards,
especially earthquakes.

About 2 percent of the earthquakes in the
world occur in Iran, but more than 6 percent of
the victims of the world’s earthquakes during
the 20th century are reported from Iranian
earthquakes.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

In the morning, charity is due on every joint bone of the body of every
one of you. Every utterance of Allah’s glorification (i.e. saying Subhan
Allah) is an act of charity, and two rakath prayers which one performs
in the forenoon is equal to all this (in reward).

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times »

Noon:11:50 Evening: 17:49 Dawn: 4:47 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:11 (tomorrow)

Sophocles’ “Antigone” on stage in Mahallat

TEHRAN - The play “Antigone” by Sopho-
cles is being performed at the Artists Forum
in Mahallat, Markazi Province.

Directed by Rouhollah Soroush, the play
will remain on stage through October 27.
The cast includes Nasim Ostadhashem, Ali
Baratali, Parham Parvaresh, Parastoo Rafati,
Panisa Rezaei, Danial Sajadinejad, Amirsaleh
Soleymani, Mehdi Azimi, and Mahdis Firouzi.

In Greek mythology, Antigone was a The-
ban princess and a character in several an-
cient Greek tragedies. She was the daughter
of Oedipus, king of Thebes.

Antigone appears in three 5th century BC
tragic plays written by Sophocles, known
collectively as the three Theban plays, with
her being the protagonist of the eponymous
tragedy “Antigone”.

In her eponymous play, Antigone attempts
to secure a respectable burial for her brother
Polynices. Oedipus’s sons, Eteocles and Poly-
nices, had shared rule jointly until they quar-
reled, and Eteocles expelled his brother. In
Sophocles’ account, the two brothers agreed
to alternate rule each year, but Eteocles de-
cided not to share power with his brother
after his tenure expired. Polynices left the
kingdom, gathered an army and attacked the

city of Thebes in the war of the Seven against
Thebes. Both brothers were killed in the bat-
tle.

King Creon, who has ascended to the throne
of Thebes after the death of the brothers,
decrees that Polynices is not to be buried or
even mourned, on pain of death by stoning.
Antigone, Polynices’ sister, defies the king’s
order and is caught.

Antigone is brought before Creon, con-
fessing her crime and foreknowledge of the
king’s edict that Polynices neither be buried
nor mourned, claiming the superiority of di-
vine law to human law.

Antigone’s self-defense in defiance of Cre-
on is passionate, courageous, and determined.
Creon orders Antigone buried alive in a tomb.
Although Creon finally has a change of heart—
due to a visit from soothsayer Tiresias—and
tries to release Antigone, he finds she has
hanged herself. Creon’s son Haemon, who was
engaged to Antigone, kills himself with a sword
(after an unsuccessful attempt to kill Creon),
and his mother Queen Eurydice also kills her-
self in despair over her sons’ deaths (Haemon
and Megareus), which she attributes to Creon’s
misrule and misjudgment. By her death, Anti-
gone ends up destroying the household of her
adversary, Creon.

Cartoon of Day

Trump and the Nobel Peace Prize Claim
Cartoonist: Ali Ghanaat from Iran

Restored “Bashu, the Little Stranger”

to go on screen

TEHRAN- A restored 4K ver-
sion of the late Iranian filmmaker
Bahram Beyzaie's acclaimed film
“Bashu, the Little Stranger” will
be screened at Cinéma Moderne
in Montreal, Canada, on Wednes-
day evening.

The screening is scheduled for
8:30 p.m. local time, with English
subtitles, offering audiences an
opportunity to revisit one of Ira-
nian cinema’s notable works ex-
ploring the human consequences
of war, displacement and cultural
differences.

According to the Public Rela-
tions and International Affairs
Department of the Institute for
the Intellectual Development
of Children and Young Adults
(Kanoon), the film’s restored ver-
sion was prepared with the insti-
tute’s support at Roshana Studio
to present the work to audiences
in improved visual quality.

Released in 1989, “Bashu, the
Little Stranger” follows a young
boy from southern Iran who los-
es his home and family during
the Iran-lrag war. Fleeing the
bombing, he takes refuge in a
village in northern Iran, where
he finds himself in an unfamil-
iar environment with a different
language and cultural traditions.

There, he encounters Naii, a ru-
ral woman who gradually forms
an emotional bond with the dis-
placed child despite the barriers
separating them. Their relation-
ship becomes the heart of the
film, illustrating how compas-
sion and human connection can
bridge differences in language,
background and experience.

The touching acclaimed dra-
ma, however, carries subtle un-
dertones about human emotions
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like love, acceptance, loneliness,
and unfamiliarity.

Through Bashu’s  journey,
Beyzaie examines the effects
of war on children and civil-
ians, while addressing broader
themes of displacement, identity,
mutual understanding and the
acceptance of others. The film
portrays a child’s struggle to find
security and belonging in the af-
termath of violence, placing hu-
man relationships at the center
of its narrative.

Widely regarded as a land-
mark in Iranian cinema, “Bashu,
the Little Stranger” is also an
important work in the country’s
cinema for children and young
adults. Its focus on the expe-
riences of a war-affected child
gives the film a perspective that
extends beyond the battlefield,
highlighting the lasting personal
and social consequences of con-
flict.

In 1999, “Bashu, the Little
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Stranger” was voted the best Ira-
nian movie of all time by a poll of
150 movie experts.

Born in Tehran in 1938, Bahram
Beyzaie was a celebrated Iranian
playwright, filmmaker and schol-
ar whose work blended Persian
mythology, epic literature, par-
ticularly Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh,
and contemporary social issues.

Before turning to cinema in
the 1970s, he had established
himself as a leading playwright
and historian. Often called the
Shakespeare of Iran, he was ad-
mired for his mastery of Persian
and his exploration of Iranian
history and cultural identity
through drama.

His notable works include
“Ballad of Tara” (1979), “Death
of Yazdgerd” (1982), and “Killing
Mad Dogs” (2001).

After moving to the United
States in 2010, Beyzaie contin-
ued his cultural and academic
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activities at Stanford University,
teaching and researching Per-
sian theater, cinema and my-
thology. His enduring creative
commitment was also reflected
in the manuscript “Dash Akol
According to Marjan,” completed
five years before his passing.

The Montreal screening forms
part of efforts to introduce Ira-
nian cinematic works to inter-
national audiences and bring
restored versions of significant
films to a new generation of
viewers. The 4K presentation
is expected to offer audiences
an opportunity to experience
Beyzaie’'s work in enhanced im-
age quality decades after its
original production.

The screening also renews at-
tention to a film whose themes
of forced migration, cultural
diversity and solidarity remain
relevant to contemporary dis-
cussions about the human cost
of war.

Tehran Symphony Orchestra to perform “In the Italian

TEHRAN- The Tehran Symphony Orchestra,
conducted by Nasir Heidarian and featuring
cellist Majid Esmaeili as soloist, will present a
concert titled “In the Italian Style” at Tehran’s
Vahdat Hall on October 20.

The performance is part of the orchestra’s
autumn program and will feature works by
Austrian composer Franz Schubert and Sovi-
et-Armenian composer Aram Khachaturian.

The concert will open with Schubert’s
Overture “In the Italian Style”, followed by
Khachaturian’s “Rhapsody-Concerto”, fea-
turing Esmaeili on cello. The program will
conclude with Schubert’s “Symphony No. 27,
bringing together three orchestral works in a
performance led by Heidarian.

Austrian composer Franz Schubert (1797-
1828) was a central figure of the transition
from the Classical to the Romantic era, cel-
ebrated for his melodies, expressive har-
monies and contributions to symphonic and
chamber music. His “Overture in the Italian
Style” reflects the influence of Italian opera,

Style” concert

particularly the lively, melodic style associat-
ed with Gioachino Rossini, whose popularity
swept through Europe during Schubert’s life-
time. The work combines energetic rhythms,
bright orchestral colors and a theatrical
character.

Schubert’s “Symphony No. 2” in B-flat ma-
jor, composed in 1814-1815. Written when the
composer was still a teenager, the symphony
reveals his engagement with the Classical
traditions of Haydn and Mozart while offer-
ing glimpses of the melodic inventiveness
that would distinguish his later music.

Aram Khachaturian (1903-1978), an Ar-
menian composer born in Thilisi, Georgia,
became one of the leading figures in Soviet
classical music, drawing on Armenian and
other Caucasian folk traditions to create
works known for their rhythmic energy, vivid
orchestration and expressive melodies.

His “Concerto-Rhapsody for Cello and Or-

chestra”, composed in 1963 and dedicated
to renowned cellist Mstislav Rostropovich,
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combines the structure of a concerto with
the freer, episodic character of a rhapsody.
The composition places considerable tech-
nical and expressive demands on the soloist,
moving between lyrical passages and power-
ful orchestral exchanges.

The Tehran Symphony Orchestra regularly
presents works by Iranian and international
composers as part of its efforts to expand
public engagement with classical music and
enrich the country’s musical scene.

Palestinian folklore troupe performs in Bratislava

As part of ongoing efforts to
strengthen the Palestinian pres-
ence on the international stage,
and with the support of active Pal-
estinian diplomatic engagement
in Europe, the Shatat Palestinian
Folklore Troupe participated in
the Asian Countries Folklore Day
events, held on Sunday in Bratisla-
va, the capital of Slovakia.

The participation took place
at the kind invitation of Safaa
Al-Khalidi, Ambassador of the
State of Palestine to the Slovak
Republic, and in the presence of
Raafat Abu Madi, Secretary of the
Fatah Movement branch in Austria,
Yaffa News Network reported.

This participation comes within
the framework of efforts under-
taken by Palestinian diplomacy
to strengthen Palestine’s cultural
and national presence at interna-
tional forums, broaden avenues of
communication with peoples and
countries, and highlight Palestin-
ian national identity and its rich
heritage. These efforts contribute
to conveying the Palestinian nar-

rative to the world through culture,
art, and intercultural dialogue.

Ambassador Safaa Al-Khalidi's
invitation to the Shatat troupe pro-
vided an important opportunity to
showcase the richness of Palestin-
ian popular heritage and introduce
its authenticity to the participating
peoples. It also highlighted the im-
portant role played by Palestinian
diplomatic missions in supporting
culturalinitiatives and opening op-
portunities for Palestinian cultural
institutions and artistic groups to
participate in international events,
thereby strengthening Palestine’s
cultural and civilizational image
and affirming its presence on the
global stage.

The Shatat Palestinian Folklore
Troupe presented traditional per-
formances reflecting the authen-
ticity of Palestinian popular heri-
tage through dabke and folklore.
The performances expressed the
Palestinian people’s deep con-
nection to their land, history, and
national identity, highlighting the
values of belonging, steadfast-

ness, and adherence to ancestral
roots passed down through gen-
erations.

This participation reaffirmed
that the Palestinian people have
a distinct presence in the global
cultural landscape and that their
heritage is not merely an artistic
tradition, but an integral part of
their national identity and histori-
cal memory, as well as a humani-
tarian message conveying the sto-
ry of Palestine to peoples around
the world.

The performances also con-
veyed a message emphasizing that
the Palestinian people’s roots are
firmly anchored in their land and
that attempts at uprooting and
displacement, along with the kill-
ing and destruction caused by the
Israeli war and settler attacks, will
not succeed in erasing Palestinian
identity or obliterating its cultural
and civilizational features.

The event highlights the im-
portance of Palestinian cultural
diplomacy as an effective avenue
for strengthening the national

presence internationally. Diplo-
macy is not limited to official rep-
resentation and communicating
political positions; it also extends
to building bridges of human and
cultural communication, intro-
ducing diverse societies to Pal-
estine’s history and heritage, and
strengthening relations with cul-
tural institutions and organiza-
tions in host countries.

In this context, the important
role played by Ambassador Sa-
faa Al-Khalidi in creating oppor-
tunities for Palestinian cultural
representation in Slovakia stands
out. Through her support for the
participation of Palestinian artis-
tic groups in international events,
she enables audiences to discover
Palestinian culture firsthand and
affirms that Palestine is present
through its identity, heritage, and
the creativity of its people. Cul-
ture, in turn, serves as a shared
language capable of transcending
borders and reaching the hearts of
peoples.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.comm)



