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Saudi Arabia’s billions
in arms fail to buy
security

By staff writer

TEHRAN - Saudi Arabia spends tens of
billions of dollars on arms every year, but is
struggling to protect key assets such as air-
ports, refineries and pipelines from missiles
and drones fired by Ansarallah, also called
the Yemeni Armed Forces (YAF).

Despite acquiring state-of-the-art weap-
ons systems from the United States and
Europe and possessing multi-layered air de-
fenses, the kingdom has seen deadly attacks
on the main airport serving the capital, Ri-
yadh, over the past week. » Page 5

Reconstruction,
resistance, and the
battle for Lebanon’s
future

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT — The announcement by Hezbol-
lah’s Executive Council chairman, Sheikh Ali
Damoush, of a new housing assistance pro-
gram for Lebanese families displaced by the
ongoing U.S.~led Israeli attacks comes amid
a wider struggle over reconstruction, state
authority, and the future of Lebanon.

Damoush declared that “the occupation of
some positions by the enemy does not mean
that it can establish itself on our land,” argu-
ing that resistance operates differently from
conventional armies by exhausting an occu-
pying force until its withdrawal. » Page 5

Republicans face
expanding midterm
backlash over Iran
war, living costs

By staff writer

TEHRAN — Donald Trump says the ap-
proaching U.S. elections will not change his
position regarding Iran. Republican candi-
dates are already changing theirs.

With three weeks remaining before the No-
vember 3 midterms, an unpopular war and its
economic consequences are forcing the pres-
ident’s party to defend Senate seats in states
he carried comfortably in 2024, while Demo-
crats press toward control of the House.

The retreat is visible in campaign spending
and candidates’ language.

Republican money has been redirected
from North Carolina to Kansas. lowa Sen-
ate nominee Ashley Hinson has called for an
“immediate end” to the war on Iran, despite
repeatedly voting against House resolutions
seeking that outcome. » Page 5

Yemen attacks
Aramco sites and
Riyadh airport

The Yemeni Armed Forces (YAF) said on
Wednesday it had targeted Saudi Aramco fa-
cilities in Dhahran, King Khalid International
Airport and an Aramco refinery in Riyadh. It
said they launched ballistic missiles, cruise
missiles and drones.

YAF said it would continue operations
against airports and oil facilities in the com-
ing days, as tensions with Saudi Arabia esca-
late.

YAF said the threatened locations were le-
gitimate targets and described their attacks
as retaliation for Saudi strikes on Yemen.

Sources said Aramco headquarters suf-
fered extensive damage, Reuters reported.

Civilians in the Saudi capital Riyadh report-
ed hearing an explosion above their city, DW
reported on Wednesday. » Page 5
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IRGC Navy Commander:
US Carriers Dare Not Approach
Hormuz, We Are Waiting to

Sink Them

“If the Americans want to see

TEHRAN - The command-
er of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps Navy says
American  warships have
withdrawn to hundreds of
kilometers from the Strait of
Hormuz out of vulnerability,
warning that Iranian forces
are counting the moments for
them to come within range.

Rear Admiral Ali Ozmaei said in remarks
published Tuesday that the United States
Navy, despite its advanced hardware, no lon-
ger dares to approach Iranian waters.

“Today, by God’s grace and with our naval
combatants, we are standing against the vi-
cious enemies,” Ozmaei said. “The US Army
has turned into a fuel smuggler and its fleet
has become useless because it is vulnerable
and does not dare to come close to Iran”

The commander said Iran has turned its
tactical weaknesses into strengths and chal-
lenged Washington to test who really controls
the world’s most critical energy chokepoint.

whether the Strait of Hormuz
IS open or closed, let them
enter the field to see who

controls it”

“If the Americans want to see whether the
Strait of Hormuz is open or closed, let them
enter the field to see who controls it,” he said.

According to Ozmaei, even the United
States’ 13-billion-dollar aircraft carrier has
been rendered ineffective and is now oper-
ating about 700 kilometers away from the
Strait because it fears being hit.

“We are waiting for the American warships
to approach the entrance of the Strait of Hor-
muz to sink them; we are counting down mo-
ment by moment for this to happen,” he said.

Ozmaei said Iran has so far publicized only
one or two examples of its punishment of vi-
olating vessels, noting that the US and its re-
gional partners of imposing a media blackout

to hide the fact that offending
ships are being disciplined.

“We showed only two
samples of the punishment
of offending ships,” he said,
adding that Iranian forces act
without compromise against
violators.

The commander stressed that the Strait
of Hormuz and the Persian Gulf are under
the control of the IRGC Navy, while the Sea
of Oman is controlled by the Islamic Repub-
lic Army, meaning that any blockade now lies
beyond the Sea of Oman, in the Arabian Sea.

“The IRGC Navy conducts smart control of
the Strait of Hormuz,” 0zmaei explained. Ves-
sels bound to or departing from Iran are is-
sued permits through a hierarchy and transit
only through the Iranian waterway, he said.

Addressing the Iranian public, he said naval
combatants are in the field alongside the peo-
ple and deal firmly with offenders.» Page 3

Israeli forces raid West
Bank villages as settlers

~ torch mosque

Israeli settlers have set fire to a mosque,
an olive tree and a vehicle in the occupied
West Bank, as Israeli forces continue to
carry out raids across the territory.

The settlers started the fires while
raiding the village of Mikhmas early on
Wednesday, according to the Palestinian
news agency, Wafa.

Reports online say the settlers spray
painted racist slogans on the walls of the
mosque, as well as other buildings and
Palestinians’ homes.

Pogroms carried out by settlers across
the occupied Palestinian territory have
surged since Israel launched its genocidal
¢ war on Gaza three years ago. Human Rights
Watch and Amnesty International have
8 accused the Israeli regime of facilitating
" settlerviolence in a push to expand Israeli
control of Palestinian land. » Page 5

Iran sets out defense
modernization plans as
officials stress deterrence
and domestic arms

production

TEHRAN — Iran is seeking to accelerate the
modernization of its armed forces, expand
domestic weapons production and strength-
en its defense-industrial infrastructure, ac-
cording to plans presented by defense min-
ister nominee Mehrdad Akhlagi, as senior
military officials stress the importance of de-
terrence and preparedness amid continued
tensions with the United States and Israel.

Addressing the Iranian Parliament, Akh-
lagi outlined six-month and 22-month im-
plementation programs designed to build on
existing defense initiatives while adapting
them to changing technological and opera-
tional requirements. » Page 2

Aoun and Araghchi
discussed latest
regional developments

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi has held a series of telephone
consultations with regional counterparts,
including the foreign ministers of Turkey and
Oman, to discuss developments in Yemen and
ways to promote regional peace and stability.

In a separate telephone conversation, Leb-
anese President Joseph Aoun and Araghchi
also underscored the importance of diplo-
matic solutions as the most effective means
of ending conflicts in the region.

According to a statement from the Leb-
anese presidency, Aoun and Araghchi dis-
cussed the latest regional developments and
agreed on the need to prioritize diplomacy in
resolving regional disputes.

Araghchi’s consultations with his Turkish
and Omani counterparts focused specifical-
ly on the situation in Yemen, as well as ap-
proaches to easing tensions and strengthen-
ing regional security. » Page 3

Iran’s ambassador to
Russia rejects Trump’s
allegations about
destruction of US cities

TEHRAN — Iran’s Ambassador to Russia
Kazem Jalali has rejected US President Don-
ald Trump’s remarks suggesting that Irani-
an military capabilities could threaten major
American cities, describing the allegations as
unfounded and unrealistic and saying they
amount to little more than election campaign
rhetoric.

In an interview with Russia’s TASS news
agency, Jalali said Iran’s military doctrine was
firmly based on defense and deterrence, em-
phasizing that the Islamic Republic had never
initiated a war. » Page 3

Bushehr: Where
Iran’s history meets

the Persian Gulf

TEHRAN - On Iran’s southern coast, where
the Zagros Mountains descend toward the
Persian Gulf, Bushehr offers a distinctive
blend of history, architecture, nature and liv-
ing traditions. The sea has shaped almost ev-
ery aspect of life here, from trade and fishing
to cuisine, music and the design of traditional
houses.

The provincial capital, Bandar-e Bushehr,
occupies a peninsula extending into the Per-
sian Gulf. Its historic neighborhoods, shaded
alleys, merchant mansions and waterfront
reflect a time when the port connected Iran
with trading networks across the Persian
Gulf and the Indian Ocean. Beyond the city,
the province unfolds into a varied landscape
of archaeological sites, date-palm planta-
tions, mountain villages, sandy beaches and
unusual geological formations. » Page 6
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Smart use of Hormuz Strait

The Iran newspaper analyzed the increas-
ingly complex regional environment and
argued that careful strategic judgment is
essential. According to the paper, the con-
vergence of multiple crises, including the
Gaza war, tensions in the Red Sea and the
Bab al-Mandab Strait, the Iran-Israel rivalry,
the US military presence, and competition
among regional powers, has made security
in West Asia more fragile than ever. One of
the clearest examples of this fragile balance
is the Strait of Hormuz. The geopolitical val-
ue of the strait for Iran lies primarily in its
deterrent capability. Although a complete
closure of the waterway has long been dis-
cussed in strategic circles, such a move
could trigger broad international consensus
against Iran, increase the legitimacy of in-
tervention by external powers, and diminish
Iran’s geopolitical capital. Consequently, the
paper suggested that in the event of esca-
lating tensions, Iran is more likely to rely on
limited, gradual, and reversible measures
rather than fully employing this strategic
tool.

Sharq: Iran at the Trump-Putin table

Shargh discussed the reported agree-
ment between Putin and Trump regarding
diesel fuel. Although details of the conver-
sation between the two presidents have not
yet been released, questions remain over
whether they also reached understandings
concerning Iran. For Tehran, the issue is sen-
sitive. On one hand, Iran considers Russia a
strategic partner; on the other, it sees that
same partner, only hours after discussing
regional developments with the Iranian
president, sitting down with the US presi-
dent and reaching an agreement. The visible
outcome of the call was an announced deal
for supplying Russian diesel fuel to US and
global markets. For Putin, the agreement
represents both an economic and political
achievement. For Trump, it provides an op-
portunity to demonstrate to voters, ahead
of the Congressional midterm elections, that
he is taking steps to reduce living costs and
curb rising fuel prices. In Tehran, however,
the issue goes beyond diesel fuel. What rais-
es concern is the timing of the agreement
amid continuing tensions between Iran and
the United States and uncertainty about
the political content of the conversation be-
tween the two leaders.

Kayhan: Trump trapped in an Iranian
quagmire

Kayhan wrote about Trump’s inability to
escape a predicament created by Iran. The
economic situation of ordinary Americans
continues to deteriorate under the shad-
ow of the war with Iran. It also cited the
Hebrew-language newspaper Calcalist as
reporting a decline in America’s financial
strength. The impact of the Iran conflict is

weighing heavily on US Congressional mid-
term elections. Analysts allegedly believe
voters may punish Trump and his Republican
supporters by backing Democrats in the Nov.
3 elections. Proposals such as keeping the
Strait of Hormuz open, distributing financial
assistance to citizens, and reaching a diesel
agreement with Putin are among the mea-
sures Trump is pursuing to avoid electoral
defeat.

Siasat-e-Rooz: Iran’s new initiative to
end the Yemen war

Siasat-e-Rooz highlighted Iran’s an-
nouncement that it is prepared to facilitate
dialogue between Yemen and Saudi Arabia.
As fighting between Saudi Arabia and Ye-
men intensifies, and while Western coun-
tries and Israel are accused of fueling the
conflict in an effort to regionalize it, Iran
says it is ready to help create conditions for
negotiations between the two sides. Tehran
has consistently sought to play a construc-
tive role in regional security. Although Iran
itself is currently engaged in confrontation
with the United States and Israel, it main-
tains that it remains committed to respon-
sible regional behavior and is actively pur-
suing a political solution to the Yemen crisis.
Analysts believe that ending regional con-
flicts and including a halt to Yemeni attacks
in any future agreement involving Iran could
reduce pressure on Riyadh.

Ettelaat: How would China benefit or suf-
fer from Iran-US war?

Ettelaat published an interview with Mor-
teza Firouzi, a professor of international
relations, comparing Russian and Chinese
positions regarding the Iran war. Firouzi
argued that China gains little economical-
ly from such a war. Unlike Russia, which he
believes would benefit from confrontation
between Iran and the United States, China
would suffer economically. The closure of
the Strait of Hormuz, he said, would also
be detrimental to Beijing. China is currently
drawing on its energy reserves and there-
fore faces economic challenges. He added
that both Russia and China understand that
the United States has focused much of its
strategic planning on moving beyond the
Middle East and concentrating on China.
Washington has strengthened political and
military cooperation with countries such as
Japan, South Korea, and Australia in prepa-
ration for long-term competition with Bei-
jing. From China’s perspective, Firouzi ar-
gued, it is preferable for the United States
to remain deeply engaged in Middle Eastern
crises rather than redirect its full attention
toward China. Therefore, while a conflict
harms China economically, continued US in-
volvement in the Middle East could provide
strategic advantages for Beijing.

Iranian embassy in Baku rejects baseless
claims linking Iran to school hijab row

TEHRAN - The Embassy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Baku on Wednesday cat-
egorically rejected what it called unfounded
and baseless allegations by Azerbaijan’s Na-
tional NGO Forum attempting to link ongo-
ing debates over hijab in schools to Iran.

In a statement, the embassy expressed
surprise at the forum’s clumsy effort to drag
foreign countries into Azerbaijan’s domestic
affairs, and stressed the need to avoid cre-
ating unnecessary tensions in the friendly
and brotherly relations between the two
countries.

The reaction came after the National As-
sociation of Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions of Azerbaijan (Milli QHT Forumu) is-
sued a statement on Sunday, following the
issuance of new school dress-code regula-
tions in Azerbaijan, calling on society to stay
vigilant against foreign influence.

In its statement, the association claimed
that certain internet and media sources in
Iran and several other countries are seeking
to target Azerbaijan’s secular model of gov-
ernance and education system, describing it
as an attempt to sow religious and social di-
vision, while voicing support for the uniform

and lawful enforcement of school dress
rules.

The dress regulations, widely seen as a
ban on hijab in schools, have already drawn
criticism from civil groups and political cur-
rents in Turkey, who have called on President
Itham Aliyev to end restrictions on hijab and
allow hijabi students to continue their edu-
cation.

Iran sets out defense modernization plans as officials
stress deterrence and domestic arms production

From page 1 » His priorities
include expanding the pro-
duction and supply of military
equipment, upgrading advanced
weapons systems, developing
missile and air defense capabili-
ties, and reinforcing cyber infra-
structure.

The proposed agenda places
particular emphasis on domes-
tic scientific and industrial ca-
pacity, with greater participa-
tion by private companies and
knowledge-based firms expect-
ed to help accelerate research,
improve production capabilities
and meet the Armed Forces’ re-
quirements.

The plans come as senior
commanders of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
have reiterated their emphasis
on indigenous defense capabili-
ties, describing sustained weap-
ons production and technolog-
ical development as essential
to military preparedness and
deterrence.

In a separate meeting with
Akhlagi, IRGC Commander Major
General Ahmad Vahidi stressed
the strategic importance of
maintaining Iran’s defense pro-
duction chains and expanding
cooperation between the Armed
Forces’ operational and indus-
trial sectors.

Together, the statements out-
line a defense agenda centered
on technological development,
domestic manufacturing, and
military readiness, while re-
flecting Tehran’s stated position
that its capabilities are intended
to deter aggression and enable
a forceful response to any re-
newed attack.

A timetable for military mod-
ernization

Presenting his plans to parlia-
ment, Akhlagi said the Defense
Ministry would continue exist-
ing programs with appropriate
revisions while introducing six-
month and 22-month imple-
mentation frameworks to ad-
vance its objectives.

He identified the production
and supply of weapons required
by the Armed Forces as a central
priority, emphasizing the need
to mobilize the country’s indus-
trial, scientific and technological
resources.

The nominee also highlight-
ed targeted research projects
capable of producing practi-
cal results in the near term. He
said cooperation with domestic
industries, private-sector com-
panies and knowledge-based
firms could accelerate techno-
logical development, increase
production capacity and improve
the military’s ability to respond
to operational requirements.

Maintaining combat readi-
ness, Akhlagi said, would require
the continuous upgrading of
advanced weapons and equip-
ment, the expansion of intelli-
gent systems and investment in
emerging fields of warfare.

He called for defense planning
and force architecture to evolve

alongside technological advanc-
es and regular assessments of
operational needs. The broader
objective, according to his pre-
sentation, is to align military
requirements with the coun-
try’s scientific and industrial
capabilities while improving the
efficiency of defense-related in-
vestment.

Missile capabilities are an-
other vpriority. Akhlagi said
Iran’s missile capacity should
be strengthened in line with the
level of regional threats.

His proposed program also
includes strengthening air de-
fense, developing ground com-
bat capabilities, pursuing the
development of a heavy multi-
role fighter aircraft and rein-
forcing cyber infrastructure.

The nominee called for the re-
construction and modernization
of defense facilities and infra-
structure, stressing that com-
manders’ assessments should
be consolidated to establish pri-
orities and guide the allocation
of resources.

IRGC head stresses domestic
production and industrial coor-
dination

In a meeting with Akhlaqi,
IRGC Commander Major General
Ahmad Vahidi emphasized the
contribution of specialists and
employees in Iran’s defense in-
dustries during ‘the US-Israeli
wars of aggression’

Vahidi said domestic knowl-
edge, the determination of tech-
nical specialists and the con-
tinuity of defense equipment
production were essential to
maintaining the Armed Forces’
readiness and countering po-
tential threats.

He called for the fuller use of
national scientific and indus-
trial capabilities, arguing that
closer coordination between
operational units and defense
manufacturers could strength-
en military preparedness and
deterrence.

Vahidi also stressed the need
to develop strategic technolo-
gies, reinforce production infra-
structure and mobilize domestic
expertise to address both cur-
rent and future defense require-
ments.

Akhlagi, for his part, said the
Defense Ministry was prepared
to prioritize support for the
Armed Forces while ensuring
the continuity of production

chains and advancing techno-
logical development, particular-
ly in strategic weaponry.

He also highlighted the poten-
tial for expanded cooperation
between the ministry’s indus-
trial sectors and correspond-
ing IRGC divisions in the design,
manufacture, supply, and main-
tenance of military equipment.

IRGC Navy commander issues
warning over Strait of Hormuz

IRGC Navy Commander Rear
Admiral Ali Ozmaei, in his first
televised interview, challenged
US forces to approach the wa-
terway if Washington believed
the strait was open and secure.

“If the Americans think the
Strait of Hormuz is open, let
them come closer. We are im-
patient to sink American war-
ships,” Ozmaei said.

He stated that a US warship
worth $13 billion had been ren-
dered ineffective and had moved
approximately 700 kilometers
away from the strait because it
did not dare approach the wa-
terway.

“We are waiting for US war-
ships to approach the entrance
to the Strait of Hormuz so we
can sink them. We are counting
down every moment until this
happens,” he added.

Ozmaei also accused the
United States and its regional
partners of imposing a media
blackout to prevent interna-
tional audiences from learning
about vessels penalized for vi-
olating rules governing passage
through the strait.

He said the IRGC Navy had re-
leased footage of two incidents
involving vessels that had vio-
lated the rules and faced conse-
quences.

IRGC spokesman says Iran
has acquired more advanced
weapons

IRGC spokesperson Brigadier
General Hossein Mohebbi has
separately said Iran has ac-
quired substantially more ad-
vanced weapons since the 40-
day war of aggression imposed
by the United States and Israel,
arguing that the country’s mili-
tary capabilities have continued
to develop since the conflict.

Mohebbi described a renewed
US attack as an illogical course
of action but said the possibility
could not be ruled out. He sug-
gested that the Trump adminis-
tration might seek a military or

political achievement ahead of
the US midterm elections.

He warned that Iran was pre-
pared to respond forcefully to
any renewed aggression.

“This time, the consequences
for the US will be far more pain-
ful,” Mohebbi said.

According to the IRGC spokes-
person, Iran relied mainly on
older-generation weapons
during the 40-day conflict but
has since gained access to con-
siderably more advanced weap-
onry.

Mohebbi also criticized US
media coverage of foreign mil-
itary campaigns, arguing that
mainstream outlets were con-
cealing the realities and conse-
quences of military aggression
from the American public.

He rejected allegations by US
officials that divisions within
Iran’s leadership were under-
mining coordination among the
country’s authorities. Describ-
ing those allegations as “com-
pletely false,” he said they were
intended to justify Washington’s
failures during the war.

The spokesperson’s remarks
reinforce the message conveyed
by Akhlagi’'s proposed plans:
that military modernization and
the development of domestic
weapons production remain
central priorities following the
conflict.

A World War, in the view of
the global public

Brigadier General Yadollah Ja-
vani, deputy for political affairs
of the IRGC, also underscored
the full combat readiness of the
Iranian Armed Forces to count-
er potential threats, saying any
miscalculation by the enemy will
prompt a crushing response.

Speaking at the Adminis-
trative Council of the north-
ern province of Golestan on
Wednesday, General Javani ad-
dressed the regional and global
consequences of the US-Israeli
aggression, stating that the war
imposed on Iran is not labeled
a world war, but global public
opinion considers it one.

He explained that the US-Is-
raeli war on Iran had the same
nature and characteristics as
World Wars | and Il, which im-
pacted the global order, the ge-
ometry of power, and the shift-
ing power equation—creating
new realities.

Referring to Iran’s evolving
capabilities, he said new tech-
nologies, weaponry, and equip-
ment have bolstered the coun-
try’s defense—a reason the US
was forced to move its aircraft
carriers some 700 to 800 kilo-
meters away. “Today, the Per-
sian Gulf region—which previ-
ously hosted over 100 military
vessels and warships—is free of
foreign military forces.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Terrorists assassinate female Basij commanderin

TEHRAN - A female Basij commander has
been assassinated by terrorists in Meh-
restan County in the southeastern province
of Sistan and Baluchestan, in the second tar-
geted killing of a female security official in
the province in less than a week.

Afsaneh Aghila, commander of the wom-
en’s Basij district in Mehrestan, was shot
dead in front of her home and before the
eyes of her children, according to reports.

In a separate incident, First Sergeant
Mohsen Shahriari was martyred during an
engagement with a terrorist group while
defending security in the region.

Brigadier General Mohammad Reza Esh-
aghi, police commander of Sistan and Balu-
chestan, offered condolences over the mar-
tyrdom of the two security defenders.

southeastern Iran

In a message, he said the oppressed
martyrdom of the faithful, brave and striv-
ing lady, Afsaneh Aghila, and of First Ser-
geant Mohsen Shahriari in confrontation
with mercenary elements of Takfiri groups,
caused deep sorrow and grief.

“Martyr Afsaneh Aghila, a lady of faith,
courage and sacrifice, and Martyr Mohsen
Shahriari, a devoted soldier of security, with
their pure blood wrote a lasting testament
of loyalty to sacred ideals and defense of the
people of this land,” the message read.

Eshaghi condemned the terrorist act and
congratulated and condoled with their com-
rades, the people of Mehrestan, and the
Basij community of Sistan and Baluchestan.

The governor of Zahedan, in a separate
message, also condoled the martyrdom of
the security defenders, describing attacks

-

on women as contrary to Islamic culture and
praising the sacrifices of the armed forces.

On Friday, October 9, Nosrat Eftekhari, the
cultural and social deputy of the Sistan and
Baluchestan police and a senior female offi-
cer in the province, was also assassinated
and martyred for the region’s security.



IRGC Navy commander:
US carriers dare not approach Hormuz, we are waiting to sink them

From Page 1 » “We can estab-
lish economic, political and mili-
tary security with our neighbors.
We do not need the Americans.
They are after plundering the
wealth of the people of the re-
gion,” he said. “Today the Amer-
ican army has been humiliated
and reduced to misery.”

Ozmaei added that Iran’s posi-
tion is stronger than in the ear-
ly days of the imposed war, and
that its fighters are more pre-
pared today than yesterday.

His remarks coincided with
two fresh maritime incidents re-
ported Tuesday in and around the
Strait.

In the morning, the IRGC Navy’s
public relations department an-
nounced that a violating contain-
er ship carrying more than 2,500
containers, which had attempted

to transit the Strait of Hormuz
through an unauthorized and
dangerous route, struck a naval
mine in the southern waters of
the Strait, exploded and caught
massive fire before sinking.

Local vessels and fishermen
were advised to navigate with
maximum caution to avoid col-
liding with floating containers,
the statement said.

At noon on the same day, the

Islamic Republic Army Navy re-
ported that a violating oil tanker,
which had switched off its track-
ing systems and was trying to
pass through a prohibited zone
east of the Strait of Hormuz, suf-
fered damage and fire and was
detected by Army surveillance
teams.

Announcing a new formation
and deployment of operational
units east of the Strait of Hormuz
and in the Arabian Sea and Sea
of Oman areas, the Army Navy
said it maintains full, round-the-
clock surveillance over all enemy
activities and vessel traffic.

It advised all vessels to strictly
refrain from switching off their
electronic equipment in violation
of international law and to coor-
dinate with the Armed Forces of
the Islamic Republic of Iran for
safe passage.

Iran’s ambassador to Russia rejects Trump’s
allegations about destruction of US cities

From Page 1 » “Mr. Trump’s allegations
about the possible destruction of American
cities are completely unfounded, unrealistic,
and amount to nothing more than campaign
rhetoric,” Jalali said.

“Iran’s military doctrine is absolutely clear,
responsible, and based on defense and de-
terrence,” he added.

The ambassador stressed that rejecting
the allegations should not be interpreted as
an underestimation of Iran’s defensive capa-
bilities, particularly its missile power.

“We have never been the initiators of any
wars. However, Iran’s capabilities and missile
power are an indisputable, undeniable, and
frightening fact,” he said.

Jalali also suggested that Trump was seek-
ing to use the alleged Iranian threat for do-
mestic political purposes, arguing that the
US president appeared to be attempting to
evade responsibility during the election cam-
paign and turn Iran’s deterrent capabilities
into a political instrument against his Dem-
ocratic rivals in California.
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Baqaei criticizes politics of fear

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Es-
maeil Bagaei had earlier criticized the rheto-
ric surrounding the alleged threat to Ameri-
can cities, arguing that portraying Iran as an
imminent danger served to frighten the US
public and divert attention from the conse-
quences of Washington’s own policies.

In a post on X, Bagaei wrote: “To frighten
their own people, they conjure up an imagi-
nary enemy in the sky to overshadow the real
threat on the ground.”

He argued that the principal danger fac-
ing Americans did not originate beyond their
country’s borders or in the skies above Los
Angeles and San Diego, but rather from the
policies of their own political establishment.

“The real danger lies neither beyond their
borders nor in the skies over Los Angeles and
San Diego. It lies in a ruling establishment
that has imposed an illegal war on the world,
with global consequences,” the spokesman
said.

Bagaei also drew attention to Trump’s re-
marks about the possible destruction of the
two California cities, noting that the US pres-
ident had characterized such an outcome as
“avery small price to pay.”

The Iranian spokesperson described the
rhetoric as a textbook example of the poli-
tics of fear, in which an external threat is in-
voked to justify potentially devastating con-
sequences while public attention is diverted
from underlying political and security issues.

Iran, Azerbaijan seek to turn bilateral
agreements into concrete action

TEHRAN — Iran and the Re-
public of Azerbaijan are seeking
to translate bilateral agree-
ments into practical measures
to expand passenger and com-
mercial traffic, improve border
cooperation and strengthen co-
ordination in disaster prevention
and response, following a visit to
Baku by Iranian Interior Minister
Eskandar Momeni.

The one-day Vvisit brought
Momeni into talks with Azerbai-
jani President Ilham Aliyev and
senior officials responsible for
interior affairs and emergencies.
Discussions focused on imple-
menting agreements reached
by the two countries’ presidents
and identifying practical ways to
deepen cooperation between the
neighboring countries.

Expanding passenger and
commercial movements and
strengthening joint efforts to
prevent and respond to emer-
gencies and disasters were
among the principal outcomes of
the talks.

The visit also highlighted the
role of provincial diplomacy, with
the governors of Iran’s Gilan and
Ardabil provinces presenting
proposals and practical recom-
mendations for expanding coop-
eration with Azerbaijan.

Momeni had traveled to Baku
on October 12 at the head of an
Iranian delegation. In an inter-
view with Azerbaijan’s Trend
news agency, the minister em-
phasized the importance of im-
plementing existing agreements
and said the two sides had
agreed to establish joint working
groups to follow up on bilateral
commitments and address is-
sues of mutual interest.

From political agreements to
practical cooperation

During his meeting with Ali-

yev, Momeni followed up on
agreements reached between
the presidents of Iran and Azer-
baijan, seeking to advance their
implementation through closer
coordination between the two
governments.

The discussions reflected a
shared interest in strengthen-
ing cooperation at internation-
al, regional, national and border
levels. Economic and trade rela-
tions, security and border man-
agement featured prominently
in the agenda, alongside cooper-
ation between the two countries’
interior ministries.

In his interview with Trend,
Momeni described relations be-
tween Tehran and Baku as rooted
in shared history, culture, reli-
gion and social interests. He said
these common bonds provided a
solid foundation for further de-
veloping bilateral ties.

The minister also noted that
relations had moved in a posi-
tive direction over the preceding
two years, citing constructive
engagement between the two
presidents as an important fac-
tor in advancing cooperation. He
described the talks in Baku as
constructive and stressed that
the implementation of agree-
ments, rather than the conclu-
sion of additional commitments
alone, was a key objective of the
visit.

The planned joint working
groups are intended to provide
a mechanism for following up on
commitments, addressing out-
standing issues, and identifying
further opportunities for coop-
eration.

Passenger traf-
ic, trade and border
management

Facilitating passenger and
commercial traffic was among

the central priorities discussed
during Momeni’s visit. Closer
coordination between border
authorities and relevant gov-
ernment agencies could help
improve cross-border movement
and support economic and com-
mercial exchanges between the
two countries.

The talks with Azerbaijan’s
minister responsible for emer-
gencies also addressed security
and border cooperation, along-
side efforts to improve the pre-
vention of and response to di-
sasters and emergencies.

These areas of cooperation fall
within the responsibilities of the
two countries’ interior ministries
and have direct implications for
border communities, travelers,
businesses and the management
of cross-border emergencies.

The discussions also under-
scored the importance of main-
taining coordination at several
levels of government. While
presidential agreements es-
tablish the political direction of
bilateral relations, their imple-
mentation depends on practical
arrangements among ministries,
border authorities and provincial
administrations.

Provincial diplomacy opens
additional avenues

The participation of the gover-
nors of Gilan and Ardabil added a
regional dimension to the visit.

The two governors presented
proposals and operational rec-
ommendations aimed at expand-
ing cooperation with Azerbaijan,
highlighting the potential contri-
bution of provincial authorities
to advancing bilateral ties.

Regional engagement can
complement national-level
agreements by identifying prac-
tical areas for cooperation and
facilitating  coordination  be-

tween local administrations. In
this context, provincial diploma-
cy was presented as an addition-
al channel for translating politi-
cal commitments into concrete
initiatives.

For Iran and Azerbaijan, closer
engagement between provincial
authorities and central govern-
ment institutions offers a way
to pursue cooperation across
multiple levels while maintaining
coordination with national prior-
ities.

Afocus on implementation

Momeni’s visit comes as Teh-
ran and Baku seek to consolidate
bilateral relations through more
systematic follow-up on existing
agreements.

The Iranian interior minister’s
remarks to Trend, as reported by
Tehran Times, placed particular
emphasis on the implementa-
tion of commitments and the
establishment of joint working
groups. The discussions in Baku
also highlighted the importance
of economic and trade coopera-
tion, border management, pas-
senger movements and disaster
response.

The immediate significance of
the visit lies in its focus on prac-
tical implementation. Expanding
cooperation will require the rele-
vant institutions on both sides to
follow up on the proposals dis-
cussed, coordinate their respon-
sibilities and develop workable
arrangements in areas of mutual
interest.

By combining high-level polit-
ical consultations with ministe-
rial coordination and provincial
engagement, Iran and Azerbaijan
are seeking to give their bilateral
agreements a more practical di-
mension and strengthen cooper-
ation between the two neighbor-
ing countries.
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Aoun and Araghchi discussed latest
regional developments

From Page 1 » During his call with Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, the two diplo-
mats exchanged views on the latest regional
developments, the situation in Yemen and
efforts to reduce tensions and reinforce re-
gional stability.

In a separate conversation with Omani
Foreign Minister Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al
Busaidi, Araghchi reviewed developments in
Yemen and discussed ways to advance peace
and stability across the region.

The discussions with Fidan and Al Busaidi
formed part of Tehran’s ongoing diplomatic
consultations with regional countries to ad-
dress tensions and encourage peaceful solu-
tions to regional challenges.

Over the preceding two days, Araghchi had
also held separate telephone conversations
with his Egyptian, Iragi and Saudi counter-
parts on developments in Yemen, alongside
his discussions with the Turkish and Omani
foreign ministers.

Families of Iran’s terror victims call
on Pakistan to act against militants

TEHRAN — Families representing Iran’s
23,000 victims of terrorism have sent an
open letter to the government of Pakistan
urging decisive action against terrorist
groups operating along the southeastern
border, following a recent escalation of at-
tacks in Sistan and Baluchestan Province.

The letter, issued Tuesday by the Habilian
Foundation, which represents families of
terror victims in Iran, specifically names the
Takfiri group Jaish al-Adl, now operating un-
der the title People’s Strugglers Front. It ac-
cuses the group of exploiting border condi-
tions to move freely into Pakistan, reside and
find shelter in some areas.

Such a sustained pattern, the families
wrote, could not occur without the knowl-
edge of some local and central officials in
Pakistan, citing Pakistani media reports and
interviews with members of the groups.

The letter frames the issue not only as
political and human rights concern but as a
matter of legal obligations. It cites the Island
of Palmas arbitration of 1928 and the Inter-
national Court of Justice ruling in the Corfu
Channel case of 1949 on the duty of states
not to knowingly allow their territory to be
used against the rights of other states.

It also invokes U.N. Security Council Res-
olution 1373 (2001), adopted under Chapter
VIl and binding on all members under Article
25 of the U.N. Charter, which requires states
to refrain from supporting terrorists, deny
them safe haven, prevent use of territory
against other states, bring perpetrators to
justice and ensure effective border controls,

as well as to exchange operational informa-
tion and cooperate bilaterally. It further cites
Resolution 1566 (2004) on full cooperation
with victim states and the principle of extra-
dite or prosecute.

The families also refer to the General As-
sembly’s 1970 Friendly Relations Declaration,
its 1994 Declaration on Measures to Elimi-
nate Terrorism and its 2006 Global Count-
er-Terrorism Strategy, while distinguishing
those instruments from binding Council de-
cisions.

On bilateral frameworks, the letter cites
the 1960 Iran-Pakistan border administra-
tion agreement, the 1960 extradition treaty
noted in the April 24, 2024 joint statement,
and that statement’s pledges on cooperation
against terrorism, hostage-taking and kid-
napping.

The families, acknowledging these are
duties of due diligence rather than absolute
guarantees, say the continued, open move-
ment of militants is incompatible with any
reasonable standard of care. They call on
Islamabad to dismantle safe havens, secure
the border, share intelligence, prosecute or,
where treaty conditions are met, extradite
suspects, establish a joint security and ju-
dicial mechanism, issue a formal written re-
sponse, and create a permanent channel to
receive documents from victims’ families and
inform them of proceedings.

The letter stresses that Iran-Pakistan ties
have been uniquely fraternal since Pakistan’s
independence and warns that terrorists seek
to undermine that bond.

Oman says talks with Iran on
Strait of Hormuz concluded

TEHRAN- Oman’s Foreign Ministry an-
nounced on Wednesday that its negotiations
with Iran over the Strait of Hormuz have
concluded, though the implementation of
understandings and the full resumption of
maritime transport through the waterway
depend on the outcome of broader Teh-
ran-Washington talks.

Reaffirming Muscat’s longstanding posi-
tion, the ministry said: “We oppose escala-
tion and emphasize continuing the path of
diplomacy to achieve lasting peace”
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South Pars gas capacity restoration accelerates

TEHRAN- Hamid Bovard, Acting Oil Minister,
announcing progress in the reconstruction pro-
gram of damaged South Pars refineries, reported
efforts to speed up operations and restore lost
gas production capacity by the end of the Iranian
calendar month Azar (December 21).

According to Mehr News Agency, Hamid Bo-
vard said on Tuesday afternoon during a visit to
the Fourth South Pars Refinery: “The implemen-
tation of most reconstruction projects at the
damaged refineries is proceeding according to
plan, but increasing the speed of operations and
accelerating the return of production capacity to
the grid is one of the main priorities of the oil in-
dustry”

Referring to the need to prepare for supplying
the country’s energy in the cold season, he added:
“Given the upcoming conditions, the oil industry
has mobilized all its power and capacity for sus-
tainable energy supply in winter, and reconstruc-
tion projects are being pursued seriously.”

The Acting Oil Minister, referring to special-
ized meetings to review the implementation of
each reconstruction project, stated: “In these
meetings, existing obstacles and challenges are
examined and decisions are made on solutions
to remove them so that the projects can proceed
more quickly”

Bovard expressed hope: “By late Azar this year,
a significant portion of the lost gas production
capacity at the damaged South Pars refineries
will be restored.”

Consumption management, the condition
for safely passing through winter

Emphasizing the need for cooperation from
all sectors to ensure sustainable gas supply in
winter, he said: “Passing through the upcoming
conditions will not be achieved only through the
efforts of the oil industry; public cooperation is
also essential to manage the situation and re-
solve problems.”

The Acting Oil Minister, referring to the need
to avoid unnecessary energy consumption,
stressed: “Management of gas and other ener-
gy carrier consumption must be placed on the
agenda so that, alongside the efforts of opera-
tional forces and oil industry employees, reliable
energy supply for the country can be provided.”

Bovard noted: “With the cooperation and com-
panionship of the people, the upcoming condi-
tions can be better managed, and existing ca-
pacities can be used to successfully pass through
winter”

According to this report, during this visit, the
Acting Oil Minister, accompanied by Arslan Zare,
Governor of Bushehr, and Mousa Ahmadi, Chair-
man of the Energy Committee of the Parliament,
visited the damaged South Pars refineries as
well as Jam Petrochemical and Mobin Energy
Persian Gulf.

During his presence at the Third, Fourth, Fifth,
and Sixth South Pars refineries, he reviewed the
latest status of reconstruction operations and
the measures taken to repair damaged sections
and return production capacity to the grid.

Repairs of South Pars refineries completed
for the cold season

The Acting Oil Minister said: “With the plans
made, the major overhaul of South Pars has been
completed, and there is full readiness for the cold
season.”

Referring to the status of major repairs and
reconstruction of South Pars refineries, he said:
“With the plans made, major repairs were fol-
lowed up on time in the months of Shahrivar and
Mehr, and now the main part of this operation
has been completed, and there is full readiness
to enter the cold season.”

Referring to the reconstruction process of the
damaged South Pars units, he stressed: “The
major repairs of South Pars refineries have been
carried out according to plan, and reconstruction
and development projects are being pursued at
a favorable pace so that in the coming winter we
can provide worthy and sustainable services to
the noble Iranian nation.”

The Acting Oil Minister also, referring to the
conditions caused by the war crimes of the
American-Zionist enemy and the need to manage
energy carrier consumption, emphasized: “We
ask the noble people of the country to prioritize
necessary saving and abandon unfair consump-
tion so that we can use this God-given blessing
properly, and with solidarity and empathy pass
through these difficult historical passes.”

Bovard, while conveying the greetings of Ma-
soud Pezeshkian, the President, to the employees
and specialists of the oil industry and appreciat-
ing their extra efforts, said: “The noble people of

the southern region, especially Bushehr prov-
ince, have always been worthy hosts of the oil
industry and have a close and tight bond with
this industry; the purpose of this trip, in addition
to expressing appreciation and conveying the
President’s message, is a field inspection to give
greater speed to the reconstruction process.”

During the third imposed war, a number of
South Pars gas refineries were targeted by ene-
my attacks, and as a result of these attacks, 230
million cubic meters per day of the country’s gas
refining capacity was removed from the cycle;
however, with the measures taken and the un-
interrupted efforts of oil industry employees, so
far about 100 million cubic meters of this capaci-
ty has been compensated from the empty capac-
ities of other gas refineries.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Qil is now, by mo-
bilizing facilities and technical and executive ca-
pacities, seriously pursuing the reconstruction of
damaged facilities and the return of lost capacity
to the production cycle, so as to provide the basis
for sustainable gas supply for the country, espe-
cially on cold days.

On October 10, the deputy chairman of the En-
ergy Committee of the Parliament, referring to
the oil industry’s efforts to advance the South
Pars pressure enhancement project, said: The
recent approval issued by the Economic Council
paves the way for accelerating the implementa-
tion of this national project.

Farhad Shahraki, in an interview with Shana,
called attributing the delays in implementing
the project to the oil industry illogical and add-
ed: The Parliament Energy Committee, with full
information, continuously monitors the project’s
implementation process, and in this regard, the
continuous and diligent efforts of the oil indus-
try, especially Pars Oil and Gas Company, have
been evident.

Referring to the appropriate interaction be-
tween the Ministry of Oil and the Parliament in
answering questions and addressing the con-
cerns of Energy Committee members and hold-
ing numerous meetings between the two sides,
he stressed using existing capacities to compen-
sate for past delays: It is expected that the recent
approval of the pressure enhancement project in
the Economic Council will mark the starting point
for accelerating its executive operations.

The deputy chairman of the Parliament Energy
Committee, regarding the South Pars pressure
enhancement project, stated: In recent weeks,
proper synergy has formed among contractors,
Pars Oil and Gas Company, the Ministry of Qil, and
the Parliament, and with the cooperation of oth-
er influential bodies, it can be hoped that part of
the delays will be compensated and the project
implementation process will be pursued more
rapidly.

Shahraki, on the necessity of countering the
pressure decline in the South Pars reservoir,
added: The Parliament Energy Committee will
stand alongside the executive body of the pres-
sure enhancement project, and it is hoped that
the project’s implementation will become a suc-
cessful and effective experience for the country’s
industry.

According to him, one of the important points
in this project is the suitable capacity to benefit
from the capabilities of various industrial sec-
tors of the country, such that small, medium,
and large industries can participate in supplying
equipment and implementing different parts of
the project by injecting financial resources, and
benefit from the experience of participating in a
national project.

The deputy chairman of the Parliament En-
ergy Commission continued: In addition to its
economic effects and creating added value in
the production chain, the implementation of this
project can pave the way for job creation and
entrepreneurship development, create suitable
capacity for the formation and development of
new knowledge and technologies in the country,
and provide an opportunity to enhance the coun-
try’s technical and engineering capabilities in this
field.

Iran, Pakistan deepen economic ties with
focus on mining sector cooperation

By Mahnaz Abdi

TEHRAN- In a significant step
toward strengthening bilateral
economic relations, senior of-
ficials from Iran and Pakistan
convened to explore avenues for
expanding cooperation in the
mining sector.

The meeting between Moham-
mad Ali Dehghan Dehnavi, Head
of the Trade Promotion Organi-
zation of Iran (TPO), and Asad
Ahmad, CEO of the Pakistan Min-
eral Development Corporation,
marked another milestone in the
two neighboring countries’ ongo-
ing efforts to deepen their trade
and economic partnership.

During the meeting, both sides
reviewed solutions for expand-
ing trade and economic relations
while examining existing capaci-
ties to develop cooperation in the
mining sector. Dehghan Dehnavi
held comprehensive talks with
Ahmad regarding areas for ex-
panding trade cooperation and
creating new opportunities for
economic interactions between
the two countries. The discus-
sions also covered existing ca-
pacities for developing trade
exchanges and strengthening
bilateral cooperation in the min-
ing sector, with both parties ex-
changing views on potential col-
laborative frameworks.

The two sides called for ex-
panding bilateral interactions
and utilizing shared opportuni-
ties to develop trade relations
between Iran and Pakistan. De-
hghan Dehnavi, announcing the
readiness of the Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran to support
the expansion of trade coopera-
tion with Pakistan, emphasized
the importance of strengthening
bilateral relations across vari-
ous trade areas. The CEO of the
Pakistan Mineral Development
Corporation welcomed the de-
velopment of cooperation and
the creation of new capacities for
expanding trade interactions be-
tween the two countries.

This latest meeting builds

upon a series of high-level en-
gagements between the two
nations aimed at transforming
their longstanding neighborly re-
lationship into a robust economic
partnership. In early August, Iran
and Pakistan took a significant
step toward deepening economic
ties by signing a memorandum of
understanding to expand trade
cooperation during the 10th ses-
sion of the Joint Trade Committee
held in Islamabad. Both sides re-
affirmed their mutual commit-
ment to achieving the ambitious
$10 billion target in bilateral
trade and advancing toward a
formal free trade agreement.

The final session of the com-
mittee was attended by Iran’s
Minister of Industry, Mining and
Trade, Seyyed Mohammad Ata-
bak, and his Pakistani counter-
part, Jam Kamal Khan. The MOU
was signed following extensive
deliberations covering a wide
range of commercial coopera-
tion areas, including joint bor-
der regions, maritime activities
and shipping development, co-
ordinated steps for a free trade
agreement, establishment of
joint free zones, and barter trade
mechanisms.

Speaking at the signing cere-
mony, Minister Atabak described
the negotiations as highly con-
structive, noting that Iran plac-
es no restrictions on increasing
trade volume with Pakistan. “We
call on the business communities
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of both countries to play their es-
sential role in this direction,” he
stated, reinforcing Iran’s princi-
pled policy of expanding cooper-
ation with neighbors.

Dehghan Dehnavi, addressing
a gathering of traders and eco-
nomic activists from both coun-
tries, outlined Iran’s strategic vi-
sion for bilateral trade relations.
“One of the main priorities of Iran
is the development of trade and
economic relations with neigh-
boring and aligned countries,
which it pursues through a tar-
geted program,” he stated. “Pa-
kistan, as a friendly neighboring
country with good political and
economic relations, holds great
priority for Iran.”

The TPO head highlighted Iran’s
unique position as a regional
economic powerhouse, noting
its population of approximately
90 million, exceptional energy
resources, extensive mining and
industrial capacities, technical
and engineering services, and
strategic geopolitical location
with access to rail, road, and in-
ternational maritime shipping
networks. He pointed to Iran’s
numerous ports on the Caspian
Sea, the Persian Gulf, and the In-
dian Ocean—particularly Chaba-
har—as vital nodes connecting
neighboring countries to each
other and to other continents,
expressing Iran’s willingness to
utilize the capacities of Karachi
and Gwadar ports to expand in-

ternational interactions.

The mining sector cooperation
discussions represent a natural
extension of these broader eco-
nomic initiatives. Iran’s extensive
mining and industrial capacities,
combined with Pakistan’s grow-
ing mineral development sector,
present significant opportunities
for joint ventures and knowledge
sharing. The emphasis on private
sector engagement, as demon-
strated through the cooperation
memorandum signed between
the Iran Chamber of Commerce
and Industries and the Feder-
ation of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, further
institutionalizes these collabora-
tive efforts.

Dehghan Dehnavi noted that
the volume of trade between Iran
and Pakistan in 2025 stood at ap-
proximately $3 billion, with both
countries targeting $10 billion by
2030. To achieve this goal, he em-
phasized the need for removing
obstacles to trade development,
including resolving transpor-
tation and customs problems,
eliminating barriers related to
financial transfers and banking
matters, and strengthening bor-
der infrastructure.

The large Iranian trade dele-
gation accompanying officials
includes representatives from
major Iranian companies in oil,
gas, petrochemicals, food, agri-
culture, transportation, shipping,
and knowledge-based products,
all ready to negotiate and cooper-
ate with Pakistani counterparts.
With the recent MOU signed and
implementation mechanisms
being developed, both nations
appear poised to translate their
centuries-old brotherhood into
tangible economic dividends
benefiting the nearly 300 mil-
lion people across their shared
borders. The mining sector co-
operation between the TPO and
Pakistan Mineral Development
Corporation stands as a prom-
ising component of this broader
economic renaissance.

Iran, Kenya chambers of commerce chart strategic trade path

TEHRAN- The head of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, in a meeting with the head of the
Kenya Chamber of Commerce, described Ken-
ya—due to its strong financial infrastructure
and the strategic port of Mombasa—as the
most important gateway for Iran and other
countries to the African market, and stated:
Iran sees Kenya as a strategic and reciprocal
partner and can play a role as a gateway for
Kenya to Central Asia and Eurasia.

Samad Hassanzadeh, Head of the Iran
Chamber of Commerce Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (ICCIMA), during a trip to Nairobi,
in a meeting with Eric Ruto, President of the
Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (KNCCI), congratulated the 60th anni-
versary of the founding of the Kenya Chamber.

He described Dr. Ruto’s membership in the
General Council of the World Federation of
Chambers as a foundation for cooperation
between the two chambers in international
chamber forums, and said: The statistics of
trade exchanges between Iran and Kenya, de-
spite the very good capacities of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Kenya’s capacities, are
not at an appropriate level, and the chambers
of commerce of the two countries can provide
very good opportunities together.

Referring to the restrictions caused by eco-
nomic sanctions on our country’s economic
relations, the head of the Iran Chamber noted:
In the private sector and chambers of com-
merce, we have a heavy responsibility toward
our nations, and we must help properly and
fulfill these duties.

He described Kenya—due to its powerful fi-
nancial infrastructure and the strategic port
of Mombasa—as the most important gate-
way for Iran and other countries to the Afri-
can market, and stated: Iran sees Kenya as a
strategic and reciprocal partner and can play
a role as a gateway for Kenya to Central Asia
and Eurasia.

Hassanzadeh enumerated Iran’s capacities,
emphasizing the fields of health and medicine,
agriculture, energy, petrochemicals and fertil-
izer, infrastructure, housing, and technology,
and considered these capacities aligned with
Kenya’'s development needs. He emphasized:
Although the Islamic Republic of Iran has been
under sanctions for several decades, despite
the sanctions it has achieved very large ca-
pacities, and we are interested and consider it
a duty to share these capacities with African
countries.

He announced the readiness of Iran’s pri-
vate sector to participate in supplying medi-
cine and medical equipment, and also in joint
production in Kenya in line with the policy of
domestic production of medicine, and said: In
the field of agriculture and food security, we
are ready to transfer technical knowledge in
mechanization, modern irrigation, process-
ing and conversion industries, and reducing
post-harvest waste, and for joint investment
with Kenyan partners in the agricultural value
chain.

Hassanzadeh, stating that Iran has a com-
petitive advantage in bitumen, petrochemical
products, and chemical fertilizer and is ready

to participate beyond the supply of goods in
energy development projects and renewable
energies, also said regarding Iran’s capacities
in infrastructure, housing, and technology:
We are ready to share the capabilities of Ira-
nian companies in construction, dam building,
power plants, mass housing, and information
technology in order to participate in Kenya’s
development projects.

The head of the Iran Chamber named joint
investment by Iranian and Kenyan economic
actors in overseas cultivation, road construc-
tion, and the establishment of petrochemical
and refinery industry facilities as other areas
of interest for developing economic coopera-
tion between Iran and Kenya.

The Head of the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture, expressing
interest in sustainable trade between Iran and
Kenya and the import of tea, coffee, and oth-
er agricultural products from Kenya, empha-
sized: With most countries, we develop trade
through barter for greater cooperation.

In explaining ways to facilitate trade be-
tween the two countries, he emphasized es-
tablishing direct flights between Tehran and
Nairobi to ease the movement of traders from
the two countries, and invited Dr. Ruto to trav-
el to Tehran at the head of a trade delegation
and stressed expanding the dispatch and re-
ception of trade delegations between the two
countries.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran intl. livestock, poultry expo to host 16 countries

TEHRAN- Sixteen countries will

internation-

take part in Iran’s 25th Interna-
tional Livestock, Poultry and Re-
lated Industries Exhibition, orga-
nizers said at a press conference
at the Ministry of Agriculture.

Participants include China, Ger-
many, Spain, the Netherlands, In-
dia, Denmark, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Italy, Argentina, Turkey, Ukraine,
Oman, the UAE, Malaysia and
Brazil.

Majid Movahed Qadiri, head of
Iran’s Feed, Poultry and Aquatic
Industries Association, said this
year’s slogan is “Synergy for Food
Security and National Resilience.”
The event focuses on financing,
investment and business devel-
opment amid economic pressures
and liquidity shortages.

The exhibition will feature
themed days on nutrition health
and biosecurity; technology and

innovation; trade,
al engagement and investment;
and production quality and pro-
ductivity. Fifty Iranian knowl-
edge-based companies will at-
tend, with domestic participation
up 75% and foreign participation
up 100%. Organizers are provid-
ing 1,000 square meters free to
knowledge-based firms.

Seventeen trade delegations,
103 foreign visitors and 280

feed-factory managers and poul-
try farmers are expected. Ten
specialized panels and student
tours are planned, along with the
first innovation event for start-
ups and investors. A national fi-
nancing campaign has engaged
over 30 banks, with bank leaders
meeting producers. Foreign firms
aim to sell products, showcase
technology, attract investment
and import goods.



Republicans face expanding midterm
backlash over Iran war, living costs

From page 1 » Republicans are
spending heavily in Texas, where
Democrat James Talarico threat-
ens Attorney General Ken Paxton.

Washington’s military deci-
sions have become liabilities in
places far removed from West
Asia. Fuel, transportation, and
agricultural costs give voters a
daily measure of a war Trump
continues to promise will end
soon.

His party now has to answer
for the difference between those
assurances and household bills.

Trump’s economic argument
undermined

Pew Research Center’s Octo-
ber 8 findings show how sharp-
ly public expectations have
changed.

Among 5,062 adults that were
surveyed between September 28
and October 4, 65 percent dis-
approved of Trump’s handling of
military action against Iran; only
33 percent approved.

Republican and  Republi-
can-leaning approval fell from
69 percent in March to 63 per-
cent. Democrats remained over-
whelmingly opposed.

The public has also abandoned
expectations of a short opera-
tion. In March, 43 percent be-
lieved the war would end within
six months. Now, 47 percent ex-
pect it to continue for more than
another year, and another 30
percent anticipate six to 12 addi-
tional months. Trump’s promises
are running against an increas-
ingly skeptical electorate.

Economic concerns help ex-
plain that skepticism. 73 percent
expressed strong concern about
higher gasoline and fuel prices
caused by the war. 61 percent of
Republicans shared that concern.
Fear of American military casual-
ties was almost as widespread,

at 71 percent overall.

On October 9, the University of
Michigan reported that consum-
er sentiment had fallen to 46.3,
from September’s 48.1. Expect-
ed inflation over the next year
reached 4.7 percent, compared
with 3.4 percent in February be-
fore the U.S.-Israeli war began.

These are expectations, not
measured inflation, but they
show households anticipating
further pressure. Lower-income
consumers reported particularly
steep declines in confidence.

Trump has promised that oil
prices would “drop like a rock”
once the war ended. For candi-
dates approaching November 3,
promised relief offers less pro-
tection than prices voters can
actually see.

Republicans defend an
expanding Senate map

Republicans hold a 53-47 Sen-
ate majority. Democrats need a
net gain of four seats for out-
right control, which requires
breakthroughs in states Trump
won by double digits as well as
successful defenses of their own
seats.

The opportunity has widened,
but the arithmetic remains diffi-
cult.

North Carolina provides one of
the clearest Democratic open-
ings. Former governor Roy Coo-
per faces former Republican
National Committee chairman
Michael Whatley for retiring Sen-
ator Thom Tillis’s seat.

Polls published October 13
placed Cooper ahead by eight to
14 points. A major Republican
super PAC has shifted resources
toward Kansas, where Senator
Roger Marshall faces Methodist
pastor Adam Hamilton.

Texas demands a far larger
Republican investment. Paxton
defeated incumbent John Cornyn
in the Republican contest with
Trump’s backing.

Republicans have spent ap-
proximately $210 million on the
Senate race, against Democrats’
$39 million, Reuters reported.
Yet a ReconMR/Siena survey
conducted October 5-8 put Tala-
rico ahead 48-44 percent.

That result deserves atten-
tion without being mistaken for
a victory. Texas has not elected a
Democrat statewide since 1994.
Paxton’s difficulties have given
Democrats an opening, but Re-
publicans retain enormous re-
sources and a long-established
advantage.

In Maine, Susan Collins faces
former state Senate president
Troy Jackson. A recent Washing-
ton Post-Schar School survey
placed Jackson ahead 50-46
percent.

Alaska’s Dan Sullivan is de-
fending against former repre-
sentative Mary Peltola under
ranked-choice voting.

In Ohio, former senator Sher-
rod Brown challenges Jon
Husted, appointed after JD Vance
became vice president.

Democrats need to protect
Georgia and Michigan. Georgia
Senator Jon Ossoff entered July
with nearly $43 million available
against Republican challenger
Mike Collins's $2.1 million.

Michigan's Abdul El-Sayed
faces former congressman Mike
Rogers for retiring Senator Gary
Peters’s seat, with recent sur-
veys showing a competitive race
despite Democratic leads.

Israel policy and money pour-
ing in

Michigan brings the foreign
policy dispute into an unusu-
ally direct view. During their
de===bate on October 8, El-
Sayed said Israel has lobbied
Washington into the Iran war
and challenged Rogers’s support
for the war. “l don't want to be
pushed into a war by Israel, and
| don't want to be in a war with
Iran,” he said.

His argument, which has be-
come increasingly popular, con-
fronts a longstanding assump-
tion in Washington that close
military alignment with Israel
serves American security re-
gardless of its regional conse-
quences. It also gives anti-war
voters a position more specific
than general dissatisfaction with
Trump.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Reconstruction, resistance, and the battle for Lebanon’s future

From page 1 » He also stressed
that changing circumstances do
not require surrender, since bal-
ances of power can change.

Addressing the humanitarian
consequences of the destruction,
Hezbollah's Executive Council
chairman announced assistance
for families whose homes had
been destroyed or rendered un-
inhabitable: $14,000 for eligible
housing units in Beirut and its
southern suburbs, and $12,000
elsewhere, including rental and
furniture allowances. Initial pay-
ments were set at $3,500 and
$3,000, respectively.

Damoush described the pro-
gram as an ethical commitment
rather than a substitute for the
state’s responsibilities, insisting
that assistance should reach af-
fected Lebanese regardless of
political affiliation.

“We remain committed to
serving our people and doing ev-
erything possible for their dignity
and honor,” Damoush said, ac-
knowledging that no assistance
could fully repay the sacrifices
of families who had endured dis-
placement and loss.

The significance of this initia-
tive extends beyond financial as-
sistance; it challenges the narra-
tive that Hezbollah’s political and
social capacity was irreversibly
diminished.

By organizing housing assess-
ments, establishing specialized
committees, and announcing a
structured compensation mech-
anism, the resistance is demon-
strating an ability to mobilize

resources and maintain a rela-
tionship with communities facing
prolonged hardship.

This does not resolve the enor-
mous material and economic
costs of reconstruction, nor does
it remove questions about the
program’s funding, coverage, and
implementation.

Nevertheless, the initiative il-
lustrates how social organization
can remain politically consequen-
tial even under military pressure
and economic constraints.

The contrast with the Lebanese
state is central to the debate; Da-
moush criticized the Lebanese
government for failing to estab-
lish a direct assistance program
for affected households, distin-
guishing infrastructure rehabil-
itation from compensation that
enables displaced families to se-
cure housing.

He called on the authorities
to stop making concessions, re-
spect constitutional obligations,
and return to dialogue with their
own citizens.

For devastated southern com-
munities, the central question is
not merely who promises recon-
struction, but who can deliver it,
transparently and equitably.

A state that seeks legitimacy
must protect its citizens, restore
essential services, and ensure
that reconstruction is not condi-
tional on political allegiance.

At the same time, non-state as-
sistance cannot permanently re-
place public institutions or relieve
the government of its obligations.

Damoush also urged solidarity
across Lebanon, warning against
sectarian hostility and land-
lords raising rents in response to
housing allowances.

His appeal highlights a broad-
er reality: displacement on this
scale requires collective respon-
sibility, effective public adminis-
tration, and safeguards against
exploitation.

Four reports recently pub-
lished by Al-Akhbar in late Sep-
tember and early October 2026
describe a reported US National
Security Council proposal link-
ing an internationally supervised
reconstruction framework, esti-
mated at $40 billion, with efforts
to weaken Hezbollah’s military
and political influence.

The proposal envisages a Leb-
anese reconstruction authori-
ty, international oversight, and
parallel security and political
measures; as presented in these
reports, reconstruction is not
simply a humanitarian under-
taking; it is also conceived as an
instrument of political pressure.

b

The proposed framework seeks
to make state-provided services
and security alternatives to Hez-
bollah’s established social net-
works; its implications therefore
extend beyond rebuilding homes
to questions of sovereignty, in-
ternational supervision, and the
political conditions attached to
financial assistance.

Against this backdrop, Hez-
bollah’s housing initiative rep-
resents a competing approach to
reconstruction and community
support; its longer-term signifi-
cance will depend on whether as-
sistance reaches eligible families,
whether funding proves sustain-
able, and whether Lebanon can
develop strong institutions ca-
pable of protecting all its citizens.

The fundamental challenge re-
mains clear: rebuilding Lebanon
must mean more than repairing
damaged buildings; it must re-
store dignity, secure the right of
displaced families to return, and
establish a state accountable to
its people rather than to compet-
ing domestic or foreign agendas.

Israeli forces raid West Bank villages as settlers torch mosque

From page 1 » Elsewhere in the
West Bank on Wednesday, set-
tlers attacked a Palestinian boy in
the town of Beita, south of Nab-
lus, while Israeli forces arrested
three Palestinians following a

raid in the city of Qalgilya. Troops
also raided the village of Tammun
and fired tear gas, according to
the Palestinian news outlet Quds
News Network.

With the olive harvest under

way across the West Bank, Israeli
settlers have been mobilizing to
intimidate and obstruct Palestin-
ian farmers, who rely on the crop
as a crucial source of revenue.

According to Amnesty Inter-

national, about 750,000 settlers
live illegally in the occupied West
Bank and occupied East Jeru-
salem. Settlements in occupied
territory are illegal under inter-
national law
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Smoke rises from the site of the Saudi Aramco refinery after reported Houthi attacks, south of Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, in this satellite image taken on October 3. European Union/Copernicus Sentinel-3/Reuters

From page 1 » Saudi Arabia spent $83 bil-
lion on defense last year, according to the
Stockholm International Peace Research In-
stitute, putting it firmly among the top ten
military spenders worldwide. It has acquired
US. fighter jets as well as Patriot and THAAD
air defense systems, and a range of advanced
weaponry from France and the United King-
dom.

Ansarallah have learned to combine bal-
listic and cruise missiles with long-range
drones to overwhelm Saudi defenses. The
approach resembles Russia’s playbook: Mos-
cow has frequently used a mass of drones
along with cruise and ballistic missiles in
barrages against Ukraine.

Cruise missiles fly at lower altitudes, mak-
ing them harder to identify and track. Ansar-
allah have also introduced a new generation
of ballistic missiles that are maneuverable.

No single air defense system can guaran-
tee that every incoming threat will be inter-
cepted.

Experts note that the latest Ansarallah
missiles, such as the Hatem-2 and the Pales-
tine-2, are fast and accurate.

Last year, an Ansarallah missile evaded
Israel’s vaunted air defenses and impacted
near Ben Gurion airport. Analyst Amir Bar
Shalom told CNN at the time: “They were very
accurate, and to be very accurate if you're
launching from 2,000 kilometers, it's im-
pressive.”

Pandora’s box opened in March 2015

Saudi Arabia’s de facto leader, Mohammed
bin Salman, opened Pandora’s box in March
2015 when he ordered an attack on Ansar-
allah in support of Yemen's government,
which was aligned with Riyadh. At the time,
he vowed that Saudi Arabia would crush
Ansarallah within weeks. Despite receiving
logistical and intelligence support from the
United States, the war against Ansarallah
turned into a humiliating ordeal for the Saudi
kingdom.

Seven years of conflict with Saudi Arabia
-- from 2015 to 2022 -- caused immense
suffering in Ansarallah-controlled parts of
Yemen, and an economic and transport em-
bargo has continued since.

Ultimately, that led Ansarallah in July to
declare they would attack Saudi shipping in
the Red Sea - and the campaign of missile
strikes began soon afterwards, initially tar-
geting an Aramco oil refinery on the Red Sea

coast and Saudi airbases.

Ansarallah are demanding an end to Saudi
airstrikes in support of its proxies in Yemen,
as well as hillions of dollars in compensation
from Saudi Arabia.

Iran has offered to mediate between Ri-
yadh and Ansarallah. On Monday, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said Tehran
was ready to provide “any assistance neces-
sary to facilitate the start of talks between
Saudi Arabia and Yemen.”

Mohammed al-Bukhaiti a member of
Ansarallah’s political bureau, said on Mon-
day that Riyadh had accepted mediation but
Ansarallah had rejected truce proposals of
two weeks and of one month.

“The battle this time is not like its prede-
cessors; the arena is no longer the same are-
na,” al-Bukhaiti said. “Every day that passes
in this battle will expand its scope and deep-
en its losses, and the settlement that is pos-
sible today may become difficult or impossi-
ble tomorrow.”

Escalation, through even more intense air-
strikes, would bring the risk of further mis-
sile attacks that would undermine the goal
of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to
make Saudi Arabia a world-class destination
for investment, technology and tourism.

The stakes extend beyond the oil indus-
try. Data centers, desalination plants and
airports underpin the kingdom’s technology
ambitions, water supply and tourism econo-
my. The crown prince’s marquee investment
event in Riyadh later this month will put his
pitch to international investors in the spot-
light.

But major corporations shied away this
week from the World Petroleum Congress in
Riyadh.

Defeating Ansarallah forces through a
ground offensive involving Saudi-backed Ye-
meni forces seems highly unlikely. Ansarallah
forces are entrenched, battle-hardened and
know the mountainous terrain. They have
inflicted heavy losses on the Saudi-backed
forces in the last month.

Last year, the U.S. spent more than $1 bil-
lion on a seven-week campaign of air-strikes
against them. They eventually agreed not
to attack US. shipping in the Red Sea but
remained very much in place - and in the
meantime shot down a number of highly ad-
vanced U.S. Reaper drones.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Yemen attacks Aramco sites and Riyadh airport

From page 1 » Saudi Arabia has faced wid-
ening strikes over the past week. A strike on
King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh on
Saturday killed 13 people.

Meanwhile, the International Monetary
Fund’s managing director, Kristalina Georgie-
va, said that recent attacks on Saudi Arabia
could impact people “everywhere”, as energy
costs rise globally and multiple conflicts rage
in the crude-rich region.

“The Saudi economy is important for the
region and the world, and in that sense,
these developments have potentially neg-
ative spillovers for everybody, everywhere,’

Georgieva said at a news conference during
the annual meetings of the IMF and the World
Bank in Bangkok, according to AFP.

The Saudi-Yemen'’s escalating conflict has
dealt a blow to Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman’s ambitious plans to trans-
form and diversify the Saudi economy and
reduce its reliance on oil.

YAF says they have been retaliating for the
kingdom’s backing of its proxy forces in the
Yemen war that restarted last month.

The UN brokered a 2022 truce between the
warring sides in Yemen that kept a fragile
peace until this year.
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Dastyar: we aim
to make a strong
start against Iraq

TEHRAN - Iran’s national wheelchair bas-
kethall team are determined to begin their
campaign at the Nagoya Asian Para Games
with a strong performance against Iraqg, ac-
cording to team coach Mohammadreza Das-
tyar.

Iran have been drawn in Group B alongside
Irag, South Korea and the Philippines. The Ira-
nian team will face Iraq in its opening match
on Friday at Aichi International Arena in Na-
goya, Japan. Iran will then take on South Korea
on Saturday before meeting the Philippines on
Monday.

Dastyar highlighted the challenges the
team faced during their journey to Japan, ex-
plaining that the lengthy trip had affected the
players’ physical condition.

“We held our first training session in Na-
goya on Wednesday. However, we had a 60-
hour journey to Japan, which had a consider-
able negative impact on the players’ physical
readiness,” he said.

The team travelled from Tehran to Istan-
bul, then continued to Manila before finally
arriving in Nagoya. The demanding itinerary
kept the players on the road for approximately
three days, leaving some of them experiencing
muscle stiffness and fatigue.

Despite these difficulties, Dastyar stressed
that the team were focused on preparing for
their opening match against Iraqg.

“Fortunately, despite the problems we
experienced during the journey, we held an
energetic training session. We reviewed our
tactical plans and worked on preparing the
players for the first game. Our aim is to make
a strong start to the competition,” he told Teh-
ran Times correspondent’s Masoud Hossein.

The coach also referred to Iran’s absence
from the recent Wheelchair Basketball World
Championships in Ottawa, Canada. The Iranian
team missed the tournament after visas were
not issued to some members of its coaching
staff.

According to Dastyar, missing the World
Championships had a negative psychological
impact on the players. However, a period of
rest helped them recover mentally and move
forward.

“That experience affected the players’ mo-
rale, but fortunately, they were able to recover
mentally during their break and put the disap-
pointment behind them. We now have a new
challenge ahead, and our entire focus is on
achieving the best possible results in Nagoya,”
he said.

Iran sitting
volleyball target
historic fifth
consecutive gold

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s sitting volleyball
team will head into the upcoming Asian Para
Games in Nagoya with a clear objective: ex-
tend their remarkable dominance and capture
a fifth consecutive gold medal at the conti-
nental multi-sport event.

With an impressive championship record,
a squad featuring some of the world’s most
recognizable sitting volleyball stars, and a
proud tradition of success, Iran will once again
be among the leading contenders for the title.

The Iranian team are scheduled to face
Thailand on Oct. 20 and Kazakhstan on Oct.
21, with both matches set to play an import-
ant role in determining the team’s progress
through the competition. The opening fixtures
will provide an early test of Iran’s preparation,
consistency and ability to handle the pressure
that comes with defending a long-standing
winning record.

Iran’s record at the previous four editions of
the Asian Para Games speaks volumes about
the team’s quality and consistency. Having
won gold at each of the last four editions, the
Iranian side have established themselves as
the powerhouses in men’s sitting volleyball
and set a benchmark that their rivals will be
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eager to challenge.

Winning a single major championship re-
quires talent, teamwork and determination.
Maintaining that level of excellence across
four consecutive editions, however, demands
much more. Iran’s sustained success reflects
years of experience, a strong competitive
culture and the ability to perform when the
stakes are highest.

The challenge in Nagoya will be to translate
that history into another title. Past achieve-
ments provide confidence, but they also bring
additional pressure, as every opponent will
be motivated to end Iran’s winning streak.
The Iranian players will therefore need to ap-
proach each match with focus and discipline,
treating every contest as a new challenge
rather than relying on their reputation.

A fifth consecutive gold would represent
another major milestone for Iranian sitting
volleyball, further strengthening the coun-
try’s position among Asia’s leading nations in
para sport.

Blind football star
seeks a glorious
farewell in Nagoya

TEHRAN - After 18 years representing Iran’s
national blind football team, Behzad Zada-
liasghari is preparing for what could be the
final chapter of his international career. As the
Asian Para Games approach in Nagoya, Japan,
the experienced player is determined to help
Iran reclaim the continental title before bring-
ing his distinguished career to an end.

With the final days of training underway,
Iran’s national blind football team are work-
ing hard to reach peak form for the upcoming
competition. Zadaliasghari says the squad are
highly motivated and determined to return
home with another championship title.

“We are now going through the final days
of our preparations for the Nagoya Asian Para
Games. We have special motivation for these
competitions. We are going there to become
Asian champions once again. We want to re-
turn home with a medal and make our people
happy,” Zadeh said.

For the veteran footballer, however, the
tournament carries significance beyond the
pursuit of another international medal. Na-
goya will mark the end of an 18-year journey
with the national team, making the competi-
tion an emotional farewell to the sport at the
international level.

“As far as | am concerned, this will be my
last appearance with the national team. After
the Nagoya Games, | will hang up my boots,’
he said.

Zadaliasghari is one of the most decorat-
ed players in Iran’s blind football history. His
achievements include a silver medal at the
2016 Paralympic Games in Rio de Janeiro and
a gold medal at the 2014 Asian Para Games in
Incheon, South Korea.

Ghalenoei targets
improved Iran
performance at AFC
Asian Cup 2027

TEHRAN - Iran head coach Amir Ghalenoei
has expressed confidence that Team Melli will
deliver a stronger performance at the 2027 AFC
Asian Cup, insisting that the national team are
determined to improve on its showing at the
previous edition in Qatar.

Iran have been drawn in Group C alongside
China, Syria and Kyrgyzstan for the continen-
tal tournament, where they will aim to chal-
lenge for the title and bring joy to millions of
supporters.

At the previous Asian Cup, held in Qatar, Iran
reached the semi-finals but suffered a defeat
against the host nation, missing out on a place
in the final. Ghalenoei believes the experience
gained from that campaign will help his play-
ers approach the next tournament with great-
er determination and improved quality.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

Bushehr: Where Iran’s history
meets the Persian Gulf

From Page 1 » For travelers
interested in Iran beyond its bet-
ter-known destinations, Bushehr
offers an opportunity to discover
a region whose identity has been
shaped by maritime exchange, an-
cient civilizations and the resource-
fulness of coastal communities.

A port shaped by history

Bushehr’s strategic position has
made it an important center of set-
tlement and commerce for centu-
ries. Archaeological evidence points
to human activity in the region
during different historical periods,
including the Elamite, Achaemenid,
Parthian and Sassanian eras.

The port regained prominence
during the Afsharid period and
developed further under the Zand
and Qajar dynasties. Its maritime
connections attracted merchants,
travelers and foreign commercial
interests, bringing wealth and cul-
tural influences to the southern
Iranian coast.

The wider province also contains
archaeological remains associat-
ed with ancient Iranian kingdoms.
Ruins of palaces and settlements
in Dashtestan, along with historic
sites scattered across the region,
demonstrate that Bushehr’s sig-
nificance extends well beyond its
more recent commercial history.

Bushehr province was formally
established in 1973. Today, it com-
bines a busy industrial and com-
mercial economy with a heritage
that remains visible in its historic
towns, coastal villages and archae-
ological landscapes.

The old city: Architecture
adapted to the heat

One of the best ways to under-
stand Bushehr is to walk through
its historic urban quarter, a district
of traditional houses, merchant
mansions, courtyards and narrow
lanes.

The old city includes four prin-
cipal neighborhoods: Behbahani,
Kuti, Dehdashti and Shanbadi. The
area flourished particularly during
the Zand and Qajar periods, when
the port played an important role in
maritime commerce.

Its architecture reflects gen-
erations of adaptation to the hot,
humid coastal climate. Traditional
builders used materials such as
stone, timber, lime and stucco, ar-
ranging buildings to provide shade
and encourage air circulation. Nar-
row streets, internal courtyards,
wooden shutters and shaded bal-
conies helped make everyday life
more comfortable under the south-
ern sun.

Walking through the old quarter
reveals how these features work
together. Weathered balconies
overlook narrow alleys, traditional
doors open onto courtyards, and
old residences stand alongside
shops and cafés. The neighbor-
hood is not simply an architectural
attraction but a record of the rela-
tionship between the port’s inhabi-
tants and their environment.

Historic mansions and mari-
time heritage

Several buildings offer a closer
look at the prosperity and interna-
tional connections that once char-
acterized Bushehr.

For instance, the Malek Man-
sion, one of the city’s best-known
landmarks, is associated with Mo-
hammad Malek ol-Tojjar, a wealthy
merchant. Built during the Qajar
period, the large complex features
balconies, columns, spacious interi-
ors and elaborate wooden doors. Its
design reflects local architectural
traditions alongside influences that
circulated through Bushehr’s inter-
national commercial connections.
The mansion later served different
purposes, including military ac-
commodation, and has undergone
restoration.

The Dehdashti Mansion, also
known as the Oil Edifice, is anoth-
er prominent historic property. The
Taheri Mansion, formerly called
Amiriyeh Mansion, now houses an
ethnographic museum that intro-

duces visitors to local occupations,
domestic life, handicrafts and mar-
itime traditions.

Other attractions include Gol-
shan House, Tabib Mansion, the Qa-
vam Water Reservoir, St. George’s
Church, the English cemetery and
the Maritime Museum of the Sea
and the Persian Gulf. Together, they
reveal different aspects of life in a
port shaped by trade, religious di-
versity, water scarcity and contact
with other cultures.

The historic market provides
another glimpse into everyday
life. Visitors can browse local food
products, handicrafts and house-
hold goods while observing the
commercial traditions that remain
part of the city’s character.

Tangestan: A legacy of
resistance

Bushehr’s history is also associ-
ated with resistance to foreign in-
tervention. In Tangestan, the name
of Rais Ali Delvari remains closely
linked to the struggle against Brit-
ish forces during World War .

Delvari, a local leader who mo-
bilized fighters in southern Iran,
became a symbol of resistance and
the defense of national indepen-
dence. His former home in Delvar,
a coastal settlement near Bushehr,
has been converted into a museum,
preserving objects and accounts
associated with the resistance
movement and local life.

Tangestan offers other attrac-
tions, including historic castles, tra-
ditional gqanats and the Tal-e Kushk
site in Shahrabad. The Qucherak hot
springs near Ahram provide a dif-
ferent reason to explore the area.

Combining these sites with
coastal excursions offers travelers
a broader understanding of a re-
gion whose history encompasses
commerce, agriculture and political
struggle.

Dashtestan: Palaces, caves and
palm groves

East of Bushehr, Dashtestan of-
fers a landscape where archae-
ological remains and date-palm
plantations stretch across the
plains.

Borazjan, the county’s main ur-
ban center, is known for its date
production and its position along
routes linking the coast with inland
Iran. The surrounding area contains
the ruins of the Black Bardak Palace
near Dorudgah village and remains
traditionally associated with the
Great Cyrus Palace southeast of
Borazjan.

The Chehel-Khaneh Caves near
Sadabad are another notable at-
traction. Rock-cut chambers and
openings in the cliffs create a strik-
ing landscape whose original func-
tions and historical associations
invite further exploration.

Date palms are central to the re-
gion’s economy and food culture.
Their cultivation supports local
livelihoods, while fresh and dried
dates, date syrup and sweets made
from date paste feature promi-
nently in the province’s markets
and kitchens.

Siraf: A window onto the
maritime world

Further southeast along the
coast, the historic port of Siraf of-
fers one of Bushehr Province’s

most compelling links to the wider
history of the Persian Gulf.

Siraf flourished as a maritime
trading center during the Sassa-
nian and early Islamic periods. Its
merchants participated in commer-
cial networks connecting Iran with
the Arabian Peninsula, India, East
Africa and China. Goods, people
and ideas passed through the port,
helping establish its reputation as a
center of maritime exchange.

Today, archaeological remains
include ancient wells, rock-cut
tombs, traces of historic buildings
and remnants of settlements ex-
tending toward the surrounding
hills. The combination of ruins, rug-
ged terrain and sea gives Siraf a
distinctive atmosphere.

Its history also reflects the vul-
nerabilities of coastal settlements.
Earthquakes and other changes
contributed to the decline of the
historic port, leaving parts of its
former urban landscape scattered
across the area.

Unlike a single monumental
complex, Siraf reveals its history
gradually, through the relationship
between the archaeological re-
mains, the hills and the shoreline.

Jashak Salt Dome and coastal
nature

Bushehr’s attractions extend be-
yond historic settlements. Inland,
the Jashak Salt Dome, between
Dashti and Deyr, offers a dramatic
contrast to the blue waters of the
Persian Gulf.

Part of the southern Zagros
geological landscape, the forma-
tion features white salt surfaces,
colored mineral bands, caves and
unusual erosion patterns. Some
formations  resemble  glaciers
or waterfalls, although they are
shaped by salt and water rather
than ice. Shades of white, orange,
yellow and gray create a striking
natural spectacle.

The terrain can be difficult to
navigate, particularly in hot weath-
er. Visitors should arrange suitable
transport and guidance, carry suf-
ficient drinking water and avoid
exposed areas during the hottest
hours.

Another important natural des-
tination is Nayband National Sea
Park, near Asaluyeh. Its coastal
habitats, beaches, marine environ-
ments and mangrove ecosystems
support wildlife, including migra-
tory birds and marine species. The
protected area offers opportunities
for nature-based tourism, provided
visitors respect its sensitive habi-
tats.

Ganaveh combines a lively com-
mercial atmosphere with coastal
scenery. Its large market attracts
shoppers from across Iran, while
its beaches offer space for seaside
walks and relaxation. In Jam, gar-
dens, mountain landscapes and
historic water infrastructure pro-
vide further opportunities for trav-
elers exploring the province beyond
the main port.

Music, handicrafts and local
traditions

Music is an essential part of
Bushehr’s cultural identity. Local
traditions accompany celebrations,
social gatherings, work and reli-
gious ceremonies, reflecting the
region’s varied cultural influences

and maritime connections.

The neyanban, a bagpipe-like in-
strument, is closely associated with
regional music. Percussion instru-
ments such as the damam and senj
play prominent roles in mourning
ceremonies, where rhythmic per-
formances accompany traditional
forms of lamentation.

Bushehr’s handicrafts also re-
flect its natural environment. Palm
leaves are woven into mats, bas-
kets, brooms and other household
items, while shells are used to cre-
ate jewelry and decorative objects.
Carpet and kilim weaving, gabbeh
production, pottery and boatbuild-
ing contribute to the province’s
craft heritage.

The flavors of the Persian Gulf

Seafood is at the heart of
Bushehr’s cuisine. Fish and shrimp
are prepared with aromatic herbs,
garlic, tamarind and spices, often
producing the bold, tangy flavors
associated with southern Iranian
cooking,

Among the best-known dishes
are ghalieh mahi, a spicy fish stew,
and ghalieh meygoo, prepared with
shrimp. Both are commonly served
with rice. Other local specialties in-
clude steamed fish, lakh-lakh, arice
dish cooked with fish and season-
ings, and fish tah-andaz, in which
fish forms a flavorful layer beneath
therice.

For a meat-free option, yatimak
combines eggplant, beans, onion
and seasonings. Bushehri varia-
tions of traditional Iranian stews
and lentil dishes offer further
tastes of local home cooking.

Dates are equally important.
Fresh dates, dried dates, date syrup
and sweets made from date paste
are widely available. Ranginak, a
dessert made with dates and oth-
er ingredients, and date halva are
among the treats visitors should
look for. Local pickles, herbs, date
bread and palm-derived products
also make distinctive souvenirs.

Traditional restaurants and local
eateries are good places to sample
these dishes, while markets offer
opportunities to discover regional
ingredients and handicrafts.

When to visit

Bushehr has hot summers, with
high humidity along much of the
coast. Temperatures can exceed 50
degrees Celsius on exceptionally
hot summer days, making autumn,
winter and early spring the most
comfortable seasons for sightsee-
ing.

The cooler months are well suit-
ed to walking through the historic
quarter, exploring archaeological
sites and visiting coastal commu-
nities. Excursions to Jashak Salt
Dome and other remote areas
require advance planning, appro-
priate transport and attention to
weather conditions.

Accommodation ranges from ho-
tels and guesthouses to locally run
houses and ecotourism lodgings.
Staying in traditional or locally op-
erated accommodation can provide
opportunities to experience region-
al food, hospitality and everyday
customs. Travelers should confirm
current availability and access ar-
rangements before visiting individ-
ual attractions.



Iranian delegation attending WHO RC73

TEHRAN - An Iranian delega-
tion led by Ali Jafarian, a senior
advisor to the health minister, is
participating in the 73rd session
of the WHO Regional Commit-
tee for Eastern Mediterranean
(RC73), being held from October
13 to 15 in Cairo, Egypt.

The event has brought to-
gether health ministers and
high-level delegates from the
22 countries and territories to
set regional health priorities and
guide WHO work with member
states.

The Iranian official is sched-
uled to deliver a speech focusing
on different health issues such
as the impacts of sanctions and
wars on the health system, the
supply chain of medical items
and equipment, the health min-
istry’s website reported.

Strengthening preparedness
and response to public health
emergencies, expanding tech-
nical and regional cooperation,
and benefiting from the capaci-
ty of WHO to support the prior-
ities of national health systems
are among the issues to be dis-
cussed by the Iranian delegation.
Jafarian is also planned to hold
meetings with health officials
from the Eastern Mediterranean
office and the region.

The opening ceremony cele-
brated outstanding contribu-
tions to health in the Region.
The State of Kuwait Prize for the
Control of Cancer, Cardiovascu-
lar Diseases and Diabetes in the
Eastern Mediterranean Region
was presented to three laureates
from Iran, Egypt, and the United
Arab Emirates.

Amir-Ali Hamidieh, an Iranian
professor at Tehran University
of Medical Sciences, grabbed the
prize for his pioneering work in
paediatric haematology, oncolo-
gy and stem cell transplantation.

A distinguished physician, ac-
ademic and pioneer in paediatric
haematology, oncology and stem
cell transplantation, Hamidieh
earned his M.D. from Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, and pursued
postgraduate training in paedi-
atrics and paediatric haematolo-
gy/ oncology at Shahid Beheshti
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University of Medical Sciences.
He later completed advanced
fellowships in haematopoietic
stem cell transplantation at The
University of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center and Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine in Texas, United
States of America.

Hamidieh currently serves
as Professor of Pediatric He-
matology/ Oncology and Stem
Cell Transplantation at Tehran
University of Medical Sciences,
where he also directs the Pedi-
atric Cell and Gene Therapy Re-
search Center.

He is the founder of the Iranian
paediatric stem cell transplanta-
tion programme and the national
stem cell donor network, which
established the country’s first
human leukocyte antigen (HLA)
registry.

He chairs the National Coun-
cil for Development of Stem Cell
Sciences and Technologies under
the Vice-Presidency for Science
and Technology and is a member
of the executive boards of the
Asia-Pacific Blood and Marrow
Transplantation Group and the
Iranian Food and Drug Adminis-
tration.

His leadership has enabled the
development of seven paediatric
transplant centres across the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the
successful completion of more
than 2100 paediatric stem cell
transplants.

Hamidieh has authored more
than 100 peer-reviewed articles
on research spanning regenera-
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tive medicine, gene therapy, im-
munodeficiencies and paediatric
cancers.

He has also led clinical inno-
vations in CAR-T cell therapy
and photopheresis across many
countries. Through his academ-
ic leadership, clinical excellence
and commitment to equitable
care, Hamidieh has significantly
advanced the field of paediatric
stem cell transplantation in Iran
and the broader Eastern Medi-
terranean Region.

RC73 at a critical time for
health

The opening of RC73 comes ata
critical time for health in the Re-
gion. Protracted and escalating
emergencies continue to disrupt
health systems, putting millions
of lives at risk, at a time when
countries are contending with
disease outbreaks, persistent
inequities, a growing burden of
noncommunicable diseases and
mounting financial pressures.

In his opening remarks, Adham
Rashad Ismail, Officer-in-Charge
of the WHO Regional Office for
the Eastern Mediterranean,
highlighted the immense hu-
manitarian and financial pres-
sures facing the Region.

The official reaffirmed WHO’s
commitment to sustaining es-
sential health services and sup-
porting countries through ongo-
ing crises: “WHO must continue
to support populations affected
by conflict and crisis, protect es-
sential health services and advo-
cate for uninterrupted human-

itarian access and funding. The
people relying on health services
in Afghanistan, the Gaza Strip,
Sudan, Yemen and elsewhere
cannot bear the consequences of
shrinking resources.”

With the opening ceremony
concluded, member states will
discuss the Annual Report of the
Regional Director 2025/2026,
which provides a regional stock
take of health progress, per-
sistent challenges and WHO'’s
work with countries over the
past year, helping to identify ar-
eas where progress needs to be
sustained or accelerated.

The Committee will discuss
two technical papers, “Advancing
health financing for stronger fi-
nancial protection in the Eastern
Mediterranean Region: pathways
to equity and resilience” which
focuses on ways to build equi-
ty and resilience in health care
funding and enhance financial
protection for populations across
the Region, and “A multi-disease
elimination  architecture for
communicable diseases in the
Eastern Mediterranean Region”
which outlines joint strategies
to tackle and eliminate multiple
communicable diseases simulta-
neously.

Discussions will also cover
health emergencies and polio
eradication, and a panel on arti-
ficial intelligence for health will
explore the opportunities pre-
sented by rapidly evolving tech-
nologies.

Member States will hold a re-
gional consultation on the draft
Program Budget 2028-2029
and review governance matters
and resolutions and decisions of
regional interest adopted by the
World Health Assembly and WHO
Executive Board.

The discussions and decisions
taken at RC73 will guide collec-
tive action across the Eastern
Mediterranean Region, from pro-
tecting health amid emergencies
and completing the last mile of
polio eradication to strengthen-
ing health financing, accelerating
disease elimination and prepar-
ing health systems for the future.

Tehran, Doha explore partnership opportunities in ICT sector

TEHRAN - Information and
Communication Technology (ICT)
Minister Sattar Hashemi and Qa-
tar’'s ambassador in Iran Saad bin
Abdullah Al-Mohammad Al-Shar-
if have underlined the need to
expand cooperation between the
two countries in the ICT sector.

The officials met in Tehran on
Wednesday, discussing ways to
develop joint efforts in the field of
ICT, particularly digital technolo-
gies, Mehr news agency reported.

The talk also focused on Iran
and Qatar collaborations in in-
ternational organizations and
specialized forums, including the
interaction of the two nations
within the International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU) and the
ITU Plenipotentiary Conference.

Regarding the role of ITU in
shaping global policies and stan-
dards within the ICT sector, coor-
dination and interaction among
member states can provide a fa-
vorable basis for pursuing shared
perspectives and interests, as
well as strengthening interna-
tional cooperation.

The next ITU Plenipotentiary
Conference (PP-26) is set to take
place from November 9 to 27 No-
vember in Doha, Qatar. Held every
four years, the conference brings
together member states to make
decisions on strategic and finan-
cial direction, future activities,
elect leadership, and adopt res-
olutions that shape global tele-
communications and Internet
policy for the next four years.

Expanding ICT ties with neigh-
boring nations on the agenda

On the sidelines of the first ses-
sion of the UN Global Dialogue on
Al Governance, convened by the

UN General Assembly in Geneva
onJuly 6 and 7, the head of the In-
formation Technology Organiza-
tion of Iran, Mohammad-Mohsen
Sadr, has held separate meetings
with Iraqi, Pakistani, and Omani
officials to discuss ways to en-
hance collaboration between Iran
and these countries in the ICT
sector.

Holding a meeting with Iraqi
Minister of Communications
Mustafa Jabbar Sanad, the two
sides highlighted the role of in-
formation technology and arti-
ficial intelligence in helping to
address energy imbalances, de-
veloping smart infrastructure,
enhancing productivity in the
energy sector, and fostering co-
operation in e-government and
data transit. They also discussed
expanding cooperation in digital
transformation, exchanging tech-
nical expertise, and implementing
joint projects.

The Iranian official met Shaza
Fatima Khawaja, the Pakistani
Minister for IT and Telecommu-
nications, as well. During the
meeting, both parties explored
avenues to enhance cooperation
between Iran and Pakistan in the
fields of information technology,
e-government, artificial intelli-
gence, digital economy, cyberse-
curity, and the development of
the innovation ecosystem.

In his X account, Sadr described
the meeting with the Omani offi-
cial as a constructive one, which
particularly focused on e-gov-
ernment, artificial intelligence,
digital economy, communication
infrastructure, and expanding
technological interactions be-
tween the two countries.

The two countries have high
capacities to deepen digital co-
operation and develop joint ini-
tiatives in the future of the digital
economy, he added.

Al governance is the set of
rules, standards, and oversight
practices that determine how ar-
tificial intelligence systems are
built, deployed, and held account-
able, and in July 2026, it moved
onto the world stage.

The official said a workshop
on Artificial Intelligence and the
Government Digital Ecosystem
held on July 7 at the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU)
headquarters in Geneva was very
well received by the participants;
it included his speech and the
talks of other representatives
from UNDESAs E-Government
Assessment Branch and the ITU
Development Sector, as well as
university professors.

The UN Global Dialogue on
Al Governance was the world’s
first intergovernmental plat-
form where every government
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and stakeholder group sat at the
same table to align on Al over-
sight.

It is a direct product of the
Global Digital Compact, the digital
cooperation framework adopted
in September 2024.

The Dialogue brought together
all 193 UN member states along-
side the private sector, civil soci-
ety, academia, and the technical
community. It received the first
annual report of the UN Indepen-
dent International Scientific Pan-
el on Artificial Intelligence, giving
member states a shared evidence
base.

Crucially, the forum adopts
no binding resolutions or regu-
lations. It is a place to exchange
best practices and build common
approaches, and it ran alongside
the World Summit on the Infor-
mation Society (WSIS) Forum
2026 and the International Tele-
communication Union (ITU) Al for
Good Global Summit in the same
week. A second session is sched-
uled for New York in May 2027.
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DOE unveils global real-time dust source

monitoring system

SLRE & 24

TEHRAN - The Department of Environment
(DOE) has unveiled a global real-time monitor-
ing system designed to identify and track dust
hotspots around the world.

The system also enables the analysis of dust
patterns, the identification of populations at
risk, more effective resource allocation, and the
implementation of preventive measures to mit-
igate the impacts of dust storms.

The system comprises 13 stages organized
into three main parts, including setting and
initial analyses, identification and refinement
of hotspots, and management analysis, IRNA
quoted the head of Iran’s National Headquar-
ters for Dust Storm Policy and Coordination,
Behzad Raygani, as saying.

The official made the remarks on Tuesday
while addressing the 24th meeting of the Na-
tional Headquarters for Dust Storm Policy
and Coordination. During the meeting, a deci-
sion-support system for managing dust storms
was also unveiled in Khuzestan province.

“The system is described as global because
it can generate reports on different regions
around the world. Users can select their area of
interest in the first section and specify a mon-
itoring period, ranging from seasonal intervals
to custom time frames. This feature enables
more precise tracking of changes over time,’
Raygani said.

Given that remote sensing analyses are sub-
ject to errors, a specific step has been incorpo-
rated for masking and eliminating errors and
areas that do not generate dust, he added.

The second section focuses on identifying
and refining dust hotspots. It includes extract-
ing barren land areas, refining the identified
hotspots, and generating the required outputs.

The third section makes it possible to exam-
ine wind conditions and analyze whether a dust
event has originated from a specific source or
not, he added.

The system also generates reports on pop-
ulations exposed to dust and determines the
timing, intensity, and location of the phenom-
enon within a specific region. It can provide re-
ports on exposed populations at both provincial
and urban scales.

In places where there are wetlands, the sys-
tem also enables the estimation of the water
volume needed to maintain moisture and pre-
vent dust generation.

For her part, the head of the DOE, Shina An-
sari, underlined the importance of boosting
environmental diplomacy with neighboring
countries, developing regional cooperation to
curb sand and dust-storm sources, as well as
monitoring the effectiveness of measures tak-
en to address dust phenomena.

Referring to the global dust hotspot moni-
toring system and the decision-support system
for managing dust storms launched in Khuz-
estan province, Ansari said the global system
operates based on ground-based monitoring
stations providing data on the location and
severity of dust hotspots, affected people, and
tracking the changes in the dust centers. The
system enables real-time monitoring of dust at
the national level, while utilizing global systems
as well.

The second system, launched in Khuzestan
province, helps make sound and timely deci-
sions in response to dust events. Through en-
hancing collaboration and coordination among
different organizations, the system helps ac-
celerate interaction among the relevant agen-
cies, she noted.

The system represents a strategic step to-
wards strengthening governance capacity for
dust storm management; an approach that has
to be proactive, coordinated, and highly effec-
tive, she stressed.

To make the best use of these two systems,
the training of the users must be put on the
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agenda, she further noted.

UNDP-backed assessment prioritizes 30
SDS hotspots in Iran

A national assessment supported by the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) has identified and prioritized 30 crit-
ical domestic source areas for sand and dust
storms (SDS) in Iran, providing an evidence
base for targeted measures to reduce risks to
communities, infrastructure and vulnerable
ecosystems.

Sand and dust storms are an increasingly
serious environmental and development chal-
lenge in Iran, affecting public health and live-
lihoods, damaging infrastructure and putting
additional pressure on fragile ecosystems.
More than 25 provinces are affected to varying
degrees, highlighting the need to shift from re-
sponding to individual storms toward preven-
tion, preparedness and long-term resilience.

Since 2023, UNDP has been working with
I[ran’s DOE and the National Secretariat for Pol-
icy Making and Coordination of Management
for the Sand and Dust Storms Phenomenon to
support this transition.

The national assessment combines data on
SDS hazard intensity, ecological vulnerability
and the exposure of populations and critical
infrastructure. By bringing together environ-
mental information with data on settlements,
roads, railways and agricultural areas, the as-
sessment identifies locations where vulnerable
landscapes and exposed communities overlap.

The findings provide an evidence base for di-
recting resources to areas where interventions
can have the greatest impact, ranging from
vegetation restoration and soil stabilization to
wetland protection and measures to safeguard
infrastructure and communities.

The assessment found that 20 percent of
Iran’s territory falls within high- or very-high-
risk SDS categories, underscoring the impor-
tance of targeted and preventive action.

“Sand and dust storms do not respect bor-
ders. Over the past three years, our partnership
with UNDP has demonstrated what collective
action can achieve, advancing mitigation and
adaptation

Measures across four provinces and
strengthening resilience to their impacts,” Ray-
gani said.

At the same time, Iran is strengthening its
capacity to anticipate and manage SDS events.
With support from UNDP, forecasting and ear-
ly-warning capabilities have been enhanced
through fixed and portable monitoring sys-
tems. Technical work has also laid the founda-
tion for a national and regional real-time SDS
monitoring application.

The initiative extends from national systems
to landscapes and local communities. Techni-
cal assessments in Khuzestan, Ilam, Yazd and
Semnan have incorporated SDS considerations
into biodiversity and landscape planning across
approximately 47,000 hectares, linking SDS
mitigation with ecosystem conservation and
future investment decisions.

In Semnan’s Touran landscape, the integrat-
ed approach combines vegetation restoration,
more efficient water use and improved graz-
ing management with efforts to protect one
of Iran’s most important biodiversity areas.
SDS mitigation measures have also been im-
plemented across 270 hectares of the Touran
Protected Area, an important habitat for the
endangered Asiatic cheetah.

Provincial capacity assessments in llam and
Khuzestan have resulted in new action plans,
clearer institutional responsibilities and stron-
ger SDS working groups, helping translate na-
tional priorities into coordinated action at the
local level.

These efforts form part of a broader national
shift toward proactive SDS management.
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Iranian Cinema Day to be held during 3rd Toji
Somon National Film Festival in Tajikistan

TEHRAN - The Iranian feature film “The
Gambler;” directed by Mohsen Bahari, will be
screened during the Iranian Cinema Day in
Tajikistan.

Simultaneously with the 3rd edition of the
Toji Somon National Film Festival in Dushan-
be, “The Gambler;,” a production of the Farabi
Cinema Foundation, will be featured in the
event’s Iranian Cinema Day, Mehr reported.

In each edition of the festival, the screen-
ing of works from one or more specific coun-
tries is highlighted. In this edition, Iranian
Cinema Day is being held to expand cultural
and artistic interactions between the two
countries.

A social-mystery thriller, “The Gambler”
features a cast composed of Kourosh Tahami,
Armin Rahimian, Shabnam Qorbani, Amir No-
rouzi, Roshan Rostampour, and Emad Emami.

The plot centers on a high-stakes cy-
ber-attack targeting one of the country’s
banks during the 12-day war against Iran. The
narrative follows an expert agent who grows
suspicious of one of the bank’s programmers,
sparking a tense race to uncover the truth
and safeguard national security.

International distribution for “The Gam-
bler” is handled by the International Affairs
Department of the Farabi Cinema Founda-
tion. Previously, the film received the Special
Jury Prize at the Across the Lake Film Festival
in North Macedonia, and Shabnam Ghorbani
won the Golden Crane award for Best Actress
for her performance in the film at the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization Film Festival in
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

In the second edition of the Toji Somon Na-
tional Film Festival last year, the feature film

A scene from “The Gambler” by Mohsen Bahari

“Knight,” directed by Hossein Namazi, was
screened in the festival's competition sec-
tion.

The event is Tajikistan’s primary interna-
tional film festival. The festival is organized
by the state institution Tojikfilm with support
from the Government of Tajikistan and timed
to coincide with Tajik Cinema Day, celebrated
annually on October 16.

The third edition is scheduled for October
15 to 20, marking the 35th anniversary of
Tajikistan’s independence. The 2026 theme
is “Celebrating True Art.” The second edition,
held October 15 to 20, 2025, screened more
than 40 films from 15 countries under the
theme “The History of the Development of
the Tajik People”

The festival is part of the Cinema Develop-
ment Program of the Republic of Tajikistan
for 2023 to 2027, a state-backed initiative to
strengthen the national film industry, sup-
port young creative talent, and expand inter-
national cooperation in filmmaking.
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Kiarostami’s “Where Is the Friend’s

House?” selected for Tokyo festlval

TEHRAN- The 1987 Iranian film
“Where Is the Friend’s House?” by
the late acclaimed filmmaker Ab-
bas Kiarostami will be screened
at the 39th Tokyo International
Film Festival in Japan as part of
a special program celebrating
films cherished by legendary
Japanese director Akira Kurosa-
wa.

Produced by the Institute for
the Intellectual Development
of Children and Young Adults
(Kanoon), the film is scheduled
to screen on October 26 at TOHO
Cinemas Chanter in Tokyo, ac-
cording to Kanoon’s public rela-
tions and international affairs
department.

The film will be presented
alongside three other works in
the program “Akira Kurosawa’s
Favorite Films”: Charlie Chaplin’s
“The Circus” (1928), and Kurosa-
wa’s own films “Sanshiro Sugata”
(1943) and “lkiru” (1952).

The special program brings
together works associated with
Kurosawa’s cinematic legacy,
placing Kiarostami’s landmark
Iranian film in conversation with
major works from the history of
world cinema.

“Where Is the Friend’s House?”
follows Ahmad, a schoolboy who
discovers that he has acciden-
tally taken home his classmate’s
notebook. Determined to return
it before his friend faces punish-
ment for failing to complete his
homework, Ahmad sets out to
find the boy’s house in a neigh-
boring village. His search be-
comes a journey through rural
Iranian life, exploring childhood,
responsibility, kindness and the
challenges children encounter in
aworld governed by adult rules.

With its understated storytell-
ing, naturalistic performances
and close attention to everyday
life, the film became one of the
defining works of Kiarostami’s
career and helped introduce Ira-
nian cinema to wider interna-
tional audiences. It also estab-
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A scene from Abbas Kiarostami's “Where Is the Friend’s House?”

lished themes that would recur
throughout the director’s work,
including the moral complexity
of ordinary decisions and the re-
lationship between children and
adults.

The film has won several
awards since its release, includ-
ing the Bronze Leopard at the
Locarno International Film Festi-
val in Switzerland and the Critics’
Prize at the Sao Paulo Interna-
tional Film Festival, and the Pa-
sinetti Award at the Venice Film
Festival.

“Where Is the Friend’s House?”
is one of Kiarostami’s landmark
works and the first installment
of his Koker trilogy, which also
includes “And Life Goes On”
(1992) and “Through the Olive
Trees” (1994).

The film has been screened
at numerous international film
festivals and cinematheques
over the decades and continues
to feature in retrospectives and
programs dedicated to world
cinema.

Kiarostami was a film director,
screenwriter, poet, photogra-
pher, and film producer. An active
filmmaker from 1970, he was in-
volved in the production of over
40 films, including shorts and
documentaries. He attained crit-
ical acclaim for directing “Close-
Up” (1990), “The Wind Will Carry
Us” (1999), and “Taste of Cherry”
(1997). In later works, “Certified
Copy” (2010) and “Like Someone
in Love” (2012), he filmed for the
first time outside Iran: in Italy
and Japan, respectively.

He was part of a generation of
filmmakers in the Iranian New
Wave, a Persian cinema move-
ment that started in the late
1960s and emphasized the use
of poetic dialogue and allegorical
storytelling dealing with philo-
sophical issues. He is known for
his use of Persian poetry in the
dialogue, titles, and themes of
his films. His films also contain
a notable degree of ambiguity,
an unusual mixture of simplicity
and complexity, and often a mix

of fictional and documentary el-
ements. The concepts of change
and continuity, in addition to the
themes of life and death, play a
major role in Kiarostami’s works.

Kiarostami, the winner of the
Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film
Festival in 1997 for his “Taste of
Cherry”, died of cancer on July 5,
2016 at the age of 76.

The screening in Tokyo offers
another opportunity for inter-
national audiences, including
younger generations of film-
goers, to discover Kiarostami’s
work and revisit a film that re-
mains an enduring reference
point in Iranian cinema.

The 39th Tokyo International
Film Festival will run from Octo-
ber 26 to November 4 under the
theme “Connecting — Cinema
Connects Us to the World Be-
yond.” The festival will present
more than 200 films across its
various sections, with screenings
and related events taking place
in Tokyo's Hibiya, Yurakucho,
Marunouchi and Ginza areas.

Tehran puppet theater festival to open with public ceremony

TEHRAN- The 21st Tehran-Mobarak Inter-
national Puppet Theater Festival will open
on Saturday with a ceremony at the open-
air grounds of Tehran’s City Theater Com-
plex, bringing together puppetry artists and
members of the public in a celebration of the
art form.

For the ceremony, festival secretary Poopak
Azimpour Tabrizi has invited artists, students,
university professors, theater practitioners
and other interested participants to attend
with their own puppets, the public relations
office of the City Theater Complex announced
on Wednesday.

The invitation extends to citizens of all
ages, highlighting the festival’s effort to en-
courage public participation and bring pup-

petry beyond the stage.

The opening event will mark the beginning
of the six-day festival, which will run in Teh-
ran from October 17 to 22, featuring puppetry
performances and activities dedicated to the
art form.

The Tehran-Mobarak International Pup-
pet Theater Festival is one of Iran’s ma-
jor cultural events dedicated to puppetry,
bringing together Iranian and internation-
al artists to showcase different traditions,
techniques and approaches to puppet the-
ater. Named after Mobarak, a traditional Ira-
nian glove-puppet character known for his
humor and lively exchanges with audiences,
the festival celebrates the country’s rich her-
itage of traditional puppetry while providing

a platform for contemporary forms of the art.
Its programs highlight puppetry as a medium
for storytelling, cultural expression and com-
munication across generations.

Over the years, the festival has sought to
promote innovation in puppet theater, en-
courage interaction among artists and intro-
duce younger audiences to the art form. Pro-
ductions presented at the event range from
traditional Iranian performances to experi-
mental works incorporating different pup-
petry techniques, visual design, music and
movement. By bringing together perform-
ers, theater practitioners and audiences, the
festival also supports professional exchange
and helps expand the role of puppetry within
Iran’s performing arts scene.

Group exhibition at Art Garden Pavilion will honor master

TEHRAN - The second edition
of the “Infinite Love” calligraphy
group exhibition, featuring a col-
lection of works by of Iran’s mas-
ter and veteran calligraphers,
will open on October 29 at the
Art Garden Pavilion in Tehran.

“The second edition of the ‘In-
finite Love’ group exhibition is
aimed at honoring the status of
Iran’s visual arts masters and
veterans and featuring promi-
nent figures in Iranian calligra-
phy and calligraphy painting,” Ta-
hereh Allahdadian, calligrapher
and organizer of the event, said.

“This edition features 30 mas-

tersand prominent figuresin cal-
ligraphy and calligraphy painting

and veteran calligraphers

Khatami, Mahmoud Zendehroudi,
Ali Shirazi, Esrafil Shirchi, Einod-
din Sadeghzadeh, Amir Ahmad
Falsafi, Mohammad Ali Ghorba-
ni, Yadollah Kaboli, Mohammad
Shahbazi, Ahmad Mohammad-
pour, Rasoul Moradi, Mirheydar
Mousavi, Mojtaba Malekzadeh,
Mehdi Fallah, Mohammad Hajia-
badi, and Peyman Khosrowabadi.

“The presence of a number of
these masters at the opening
ceremony will add to the signif-
icance of this artistic gathering
and its standing in the coun-
try’s calligraphy and calligraphy
painting arena,” Allahdadian as-
serted.

- a gathering whose formative
idea was inspired by the tale of
the thirty birds (Simorgh) in At-
tar Nishaburi’s ‘Conference of the
Birds, centered around love, art,
and paying tribute to the mas-
ters of Iranian culture and art
she added.

“The first edition of the ‘Infinite
Love’ exhibition was held last July
with the support of the Art Cred-
it Fund at the Niavaran Cultural
Center. The second edition of this
event continues that same ap-
proach in preserving the legacy
of contemporary Iranian callig-

raphy and calligraphy-painting,’
she noted.

Among the artists present in
the event are masters and vet-
erans such as Gholamhossein
Amirkhani, Nasrollah Afjei, Bah-
ram Hanafi, Mohammad Hey-
dari, Fereshteh Hosseini, Elaheh

The “Infinite Love” exhibition
strives to create an opportunity
to honor artistic experience and
creativity, and to renew attention
to the status of authentic Iranian
arts by bringing together various
generations of masters and vet-
erans.



