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The Leader’s message
commemorating

National Nurse’s Day

TEHRAN- The Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution, Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Hosseini
Khamenei, has issued a message commem-
orating the birth anniversary of Lady Zeinab
(pbuh) and National Nurse’s Day. In his mes-
sage, he spoke of the presence of the women
and daughters, who were like Lady Zeinab in
Islamic Iran during the nation’s unprecedent-
ed Bi'tha (rising up), as being extraordinary.
Pointing to the role of nurses who revive
people, bring hope, and their important in-
fluence on the physical and spiritual health
and security of society, he directed officials in
the health sector to pay special attention to
those in the nursing profession. » Page 2

The end of Saudi
Arabia’s Yemen
‘containment strategy’

Saudi Arabia’s bid to “contain” the Ansar-
allah in Yemen while doubling down on eco-
nomic growth at home is collapsing, posing
one of the most serious tests for Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman since he rose
to power, according to analysts and diplo-
mats.

A decade ago, the crown prince led the
kingdom into a war aimed at ousting the
Ansarallah from power. The conflict turned
into a quagmire for Saudi Arabia, sapping its
resources and sparking widespread backlash
due to its devastating bombing campaign. In
the end, Saudi Arabia cut its losses and main-
tained an uneasy truce with the Ansarallah
since 2022.» Page 5

Two years after Sinwar’s
martyrdom, Palestinian
factions vow to continue
his path

By staff writer

TEHRAN — Palestinian Resistance factions
on Friday marked two years since the mar-
tyrdom of Yahya Sinwar, honoring the Hamas
leader who fell fighting in Rafah while Israel’s
genocidal campaign on Gaza continues under
a ceasefire in name only.

In a statement issued on October 16,
Hamas called his death “an inspiring revo-
lutionary scene on the path to freedom” and
said it opened “a new phase of confrontation
with the criminal occupation.”

“A new phase is taking shape across the
region, forging a new reality in the blood of
its people and in favor of those striving for
freedom and independence,” the movement
added.» Page 5
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President Masoud Pezeshkian speaks at the Leaders’ Summit of the 17th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(COP17), Yerevan, Armenia, Friday, October 16, 2026.

Pezeshkian: Iran Will Not

Bow to Coercion

US must know Iran will powerfully continue its engagement with the world
relying on its people and in coordination with neighbors

The US has created problems

TEHRAN - President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian on Friday
stressed that Iran will not
surrender to US pressure and
threats and will not bow to
coercion.

Speaking on the sidelines
of the 17th Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, Pezesh-
kian made the remarks in a meeting with
Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze,
referring to growing economic, cultural and
tourism ties between Iran and Georgia.

“We need to expand our relations in an
operational manner, and for that we need
to draw up an operational plan with a clear
timetable,” he said.

Pointing to U.S. sanctions against Iran, the
president said the sanctions are inhumane
and outside humanitarian frameworks, add-
ing that US attacks in recent months were

not only for us but for the

whole world. If it wants to
continue this path, things will
get worse for the whole world

unjustifiable and inhumane.

Referring to the clear position of the mar-
tyred Leader of the Revolution on the building
of nuclear weapons, Pezeshkian said Iran is
not seeking nuclear weapons and regards the
destructive propaganda against the country
as lies.

“We have always been ready for dialogue;
they think they can make us surrender, but
we will not bow to force,” he stated.

Kobakhidze, for his part, emphasized his
country’s transparent positions toward
neighboring states, saying Thilisi rejects any

foreign interference in the af-
fairs of countries.

Pointing to cultural and
geographical commonalities
between the two countries,
he said Georgia’s principle is
friendship and cooperation,
expressing hope that the
foreign ministers and diplo-
matic apparatuses of both
sides can reach common understandings in
economic and tourism areas.

In a separate meeting with Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, Pezeshkian
stressed the need for drafting a long-term
strategic plan between the two countries in
mining, trade, economic, tourism and cultural
fields, saying such a plan can deepen bilateral
relations in different sectors.

Deepening relations between the two
countries will bring stability and security to
the region, he noted. » Page 3

Iran raps UK for
reversing roles of

aggressor and victim

TEHRAN— Iranian  Foreign  Ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Bagaei has condemned
Britain’s accusations against Iran, accusing
London of reversing the roles of aggressor
and victim despite two rounds of unlawful
aggression against the Islamic Republic in
just nine months, including while Tehran was
pursuing negotiations.

In a message posted on his X account on
Thursday, Bagaei attributed the turmoil en-
gulfing the region to unlawful interventions,
including those supported or facilitated by
Britain. » Page 2

Iran reaffirms Strait
of Hormuz closure,
says passage must be
coordinated

TEHRAN — Iranian military officials have reit-
erated that the Strait of Hormuz remains closed
to uncoordinated maritime traffic, linking
any easing of restrictions to ‘respect for Iran’s
rights’ and warning that continued US military
presence in the region will deepen insecurity.

Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari, deputy co-
ordinator of the Iranian Army, said on Thurs-
day that any vessel seeking to transit the stra-
tegic waterway must coordinate its passage
with the Iranian authorities who are in charge.
His remarks came as Army Chief Commander
Major General Amir Hatami and Army Spokes-
man Brigadier General Mohammad Akramin-
ia issued separate statements emphasizing
Iran’s military readiness and its determination
to maintain control over the security environ-
ment around the strait. » Page 3

Co-op memorandum
signed: Iran, Eurasia
take new step for free
trade, integration

TEHRAN- The Minister of Industry, Mining
and Trade stressed, at the signing of a coop-
eration memorandum with the member states
of Eurasia, the full implementation of the free
trade agreement, the removal of trade barriers,
and the expansion of transit cooperation.

According to IRNA from the Ministry of In-
dustry, Mining and Trade, Seyyed Mohammad
Atabak, on Wednesday evening, at the signing
of the memorandum with the member states
of the Eurasian Economic Union during the
second meeting of the Joint Committee for
the Implementation of the Free Trade Agree-
ment between Iran and this union, called for
operational follow-up of the agreements, the
removal of trade barriers, and maximum use
of the capacities of this agreement to develop
economic exchanges. » Page 4

International Film Festival

State Marco Rubio.

the world.

» Page 8

Iranians rally at
Persepolis in defense
of national identity
after Rubio remarks

TEHRAN - Hundreds of people from
Fars Province gathered at the UNESCO-
registered Persepolis complex on
Wednesday afternoon in a rally dubbed
“Devotees of Civilization” to protest recent
anti-Iran remarks by US. Secretary of

The gathering, held from 15 at Takht-e
Jamshid, was aimed at showcasing Iran’s
ancient civilization and national identity
and conveying a message of resilience to

The protest followed Rubio’s remarks
in Athens, in which he accused the
armies of Xerxes of burning temples and
shrines in the Greek capital in 480 B.C,, a
claim Iranian participants described as a
distortion of Iranian and regional history.




POLITICS ] 4

OCTOBER 17,2026

Straight Truth

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

The illusion of victory over Iran

In an article, Donya-e-Eqtesad discussed
what it described as Washington’s illusion of
victory over Iran. Citing international affairs
analyst Farid Zakaria, the newspaper argued
that military success does not necessarily
produce political or strategic success. The
article notes that although the United States
speaks of victory, it is still attempting to re-
store normal shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz. The main issue, according to the
paper, is not only the strait itself or the mil-
itary and economic costs involved, but the
absence of a clear American objective. The
Trump administration, it argues, has not
clarified whether its goal is changing Iran’s
behavior or changing the Iranian govern-
ment. The article contends that Washington
must choose between these approaches. If
the goal is to alter Iranian policies, reopen
the strait, limit the nuclear program, and
curb Tehran’s regional activities, then the
United States should pursue realistic goals
through pressure and negotiation. If regime
change is the actual objective, America must
prepare for a costly conflict with conse-
quences extending beyond the Middle East.

Kayhan: Violation equals punishment

Kayhan wrote that recent military devel-
opments in the Strait of Hormuz show, con-
trary to Donald Trump’s statements, that
Iran is fully enforcing its authority over the
strategic waterway. According to the news-
paper, Iranian armed forces are taking ac-
tion against vessels that violate Iranian reg-
ulations. During recent regional tensions,
the Persian Gulf, particularly the Strait of
Hormuz, has become both an active arena of
confrontation and a demonstration of Iran’s
military capabilities. The paper argues that
Western plans to bypass the strait through
alternative routes have failed. Investments
in pipelines and southern transit corridors
were intended to reduce reliance on Hormuz,
but recent events allegedly demonstrated
that Iran’s deterrent and operational reach
extend beyond the strait itself. According to
Kayhan, these developments prove that no
secure alternative route can eliminate Iran’s
leverage and that the waterway remains un-
der Iranian authority.

Hamshahri: American warships, power
projection or operational constraint?

Hamshahri examined reports that US na-
val forces are operating roughly 700 to 800
kilometers from the Strait of Hormuz. Quot-
ing the commander of the IRGC Navy, the pa-
per stated that an American aircraft carrier
remains at that distance because of vulner-
ability concerns and has avoided entering
areas within the reach of Iranian forces. The
article notes that Washington has long used
aircraft carriers as symbols of military pow-
er and tools of pressure. Military analysts,
however, argue that effectiveness depends

not only on the number of ships and weap-
ons available but also on vulnerability to an
opponent’s missiles and operational capa-
bilities. According to the paper, the fleet’s
distance from the strait raises questions
about whether American claims regarding
maritime security fully match operational
realities.

Sobh-e-No: Hormuz is completely locked

Sobh-e-No argued that Iran’s policy in
the Strait of Hormuz has entered a new
and more assertive phase. According to the
newspaper, movement through the water-
way faces tighter restrictions while Iran is
expanding measures designed to enforce
new navigation rules. The article states that
increased attacks on vessels accused of vi-
olations indicate that Iran’s approach has
moved beyond warnings and statements
into active implementation. In its view, the
current situation represents more than a
rise in maritime incidents. Rather, Tehran is
using its geographical position, energy in-
fluence, and political leverage to increase
pressure on Washington. The newspaper
argues that a military option could trigger a
broader regional conflict and drive oil prices
sharply higher. On the other hand, continued
restraint could allow Iran to strengthen its
influence over global energy flows. The ar-
ticle concludes that negotiations remain the
most practical route to reducing tensions.

Javan: War reaches the heart of the digi-
tal economy

In a commentary on the implications of re-
gional tensions for artificial intelligence, Ja-
van examined risks facing major technology
investments in the Persian Gulf. The news-
paper noted that hundreds of billions of
dollars have been invested in Al projects and
data centers that support ambitions to make
the region a global technology hub. Accord-
ing to the report, rising military tensions
have increased concerns about the security
of critical digital infrastructure. As Persian
Gulf economies become more dependent on
cloud services, data centers, and advanced
technologies, any expansion of conflict
could threaten economic stability and tech-
nological development. The article argues
that potential military actions affecting in-
frastructure linked to American technology
companies create a new connection between
warfare, deterrence, and economic security.
It warns that the consequences could extend
beyond the battlefield and influence future
investment decisions across the region. Dr.
Mohammad Reza Ghasemi, an adviser to the
Iranian Parliament’s Artificial Intelligence
faction, stated that a significant escalation
of conflict could lead to widespread disrup-
tions in international internet connectivity
and serious interruptions to everyday life.

Iran raps UK for reversing roles of

aggressor and victim

From page 1 » “The chaos engulfing our
region is the consequence of unlawful inter-
ventions, including those backed or contrib-
uted to by the UK,” he wrote.

Bagaei criticized British Foreign Secre-
tary Ed Miliband for portraying Iran as the
aggressor after two rounds of unlawful
attacks against the country within nine
months, even as Iran was engaged in diplo-
matic efforts to resolve disputes.

“For the UK Foreign Secretary Ed Miliband
to portray Iran as the ‘aggressor’ after two
rounds of unlawful aggression against it in
just nine months, even as it pursued negoti-
ations, is a grotesque reversal of victim and
aggressor,” Baqaei wrote, describing the re-
marks as another low point in Britain’s long
record of hostile campaigns against Iran.

Drawing a historical parallel, the spokes-
man said the British position was as absurd
as depicting Nazi Germany as a defender of
peace while portraying Britain and its allies
in World War Il as the aggressors.

Bagaei’s remarks came after UK Foreign
Secretary Ed Miliband said on October 13
that he had spoken with US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, offered condolences over
the death of a US citizen in an attack on King

Khalid International Airport in Saudi Arabia,
and discussed what he described as ending
Iran’s aggression, including in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Iran maintains that such accusations dis-
regard the circumstances surrounding the
US-Israeli war of aggression against the
country and overlook the wider consequenc-
es of foreign military intervention in West
Asia.

Tehran has repeatedly emphasized that di-
plomacy must be pursued based on respect
for national sovereignty and international
law, arguing that efforts to assign respon-
sibility for regional instability must take
account of the actions that have fueled the
conflict rather than isolate Iran’s response
from the events that preceded it.

The Leader’s message commemorating
National Nurse’s Day

From page 1 » The full text of
the Leader’s message is as fol-
lows:

In the Name of God, the Com-
passionate, the Merciful

The fifth of Jumada al-Awwal
each year serves as a reminder
of the blessed birth of a wom-
an who was raised in the light
of the love, nurturing, and close
company of the Five Pure Souls
(pbut) who are considered to
be the most exalted of divine
creation. For over 50 years, the
upbringing and growth of Zein-
ab al-Kubra (pbuh) in this lumi-
nous school of thought gave rise
to such a multifaceted display
of honor and excellence in this
shining star of the ages that she
has continuously been praised,
admired, and spoken proudly
of by those closest to God. The
peak of this brilliance emerged
in the epic of Ashura: on one
hand, manifesting an endless
abundance of patient compas-
sion, benevolence, and solici-
tude for the oppressed on the
plain of Karbala, while being one
of the most revered symbols of
steadfastness and courage.

From the beginning, the histo-
ry of the Islamic Movement and
Revolution has beenreplete with
scenes showing the presence of
Iranian women and girls inspired
by Zeinab. This presence took on
remarkable dimensions, both
qualitatively and quantitatively,
during the nation’s unparalleled
Bi'tha (rising up) that took place
in the Third Sacred Defense.
Today, Islamic Iran’s women in-
spired by Zeinab are at the fore-
front in elucidation in action and
resistance with their presence
in various arenas, particularly in

city and village squares, behind
the front lines of the military
war. This is to such an extent
that the tyrants of our time -
who are perpetually seeking the
suffering, pain, and suppression
of this nation - are incapable of
confronting this vast army.

The people of this land, devot-
ed as they are to the Pure Prog-
eny of the Prophet (pbut), have
rightly designated the birth
anniversary of Lady Zeinab al-
Kubra as a day to honor nurses
in view of her kindness, her em-
pathizing with those in pain, and
her selfless devotion to them.
Indeed, many of these moral vir-
tues and human values may be
clearly seen in the hardworking,
admirable members of the nurs-
ing profession.

The work of nurses, like that
of certain other groups - in-
cluding doctors, teachers and
educators, religious scholars,
and relief workers - revives and
inspires hope. It’s for this rea-

son that a nurse is sometimes
thought of as an “angel of mer-
cy,” because in the face of the
irritability and distress of those
who are suffering and in pain,
nurses help bring patients com-
fort and hope, speed their re-
covery and healing, and thereby
prepare the conditions for divine
mercy to descend.

However, the role of nurses in
treating patients, unlike that of
physicians, requires a continu-
ous, attentive, patient presence.
The impact of their presence ex-
tends far beyond physical heal-
ing. It acts as a balm for psy-
chological and spiritual wounds,
frequently preventing feelings
of despair from taking over. In
this way, that which is beyond
the reach of medicine alone is
achieved due to their compas-
sionate devotion.

In this era, the evil network
of Global Arrogance spares no
effort to inflict various forms
of oppression and crimes on

free, resilient nations - espe-
cially the Iranian nation - and
seeks, among other things, to
bring suffering on the great
Iranian nation by creating var-
ious restrictions in healthcare
and medicine. Attending to the
needs of nurses, strengthen-
ing the nursing community,
and maintaining and enhancing
nurses’ knowledge, skills, ca-
pabilities, morale, motivation,
and dignity - particularly those
who have devoted themselves
to working in non-private in-
stitutions — have an important
impact on the physical and psy-
chological health and security of
society. Thus, it’s expected that
our officials in the health sec-
tor treat these vital matters as
a top priority in continuing their
conscientious efforts.

| extend my congratulations
on these two occasions (Lady
Zeinab’s birth anniversary and
National Nurse’s Day) to our
dear nation, to the conscientious
and determined women of our
Islamic homeland, and especial-
ly to our sisters and brothers in
the nursing profession.

In closing, | pray for God’s
mercy for the guiltless, self-sac-
rificing martyrs from the nurs-
ing community, particularly
the nurses who were martyred
during the Second and Third Im-
posed Wars, and also in the sedi-
tion of Dey 1404 (Jan. 2026). | am
hopeful that with the prayers of
our Master [Imam Mahdi], may
God hasten his noble reappear-
ance, Almighty God will grant
the Iranian nation increasing
honor and power, and He'll be-
stow upon them all that’s befit-
ting for those who follow Zein-
ab’s (pbuh) school of thought.

Iran, 19 countries condemn Colombia’s embassy opening in
occupied Al-Quds

TEHRAN — Iran and 19 oth-
er countries have condemned
Colombia’s decision to open an
embassy in occupied al-Quds,
warning that the move violates
international law, undermines
the internationally recognized
status of the Palestinian city
and runs counter to efforts to
establish an independent Pales-
tinian state.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry is-
sued a strong condemnation on
Thursday evening, describing
the decision as contrary to the
Charter of the United Nations
and fundamental principles of
international law. A joint state-
ment by the foreign ministers
of Turkey and 18 other countries
followed on Friday, calling on
Bogota to reverse the move and
uphold its international obliga-
tions.

The dispute has renewed at-
tention to the international legal
status of al-Quds, the conse-
quences of relocating diplomat-
ic missions to the occupied city,
and the long-standing interna-
tional consensus against unilat-
eral measures intended to alter
its status.

Inits statement, Iran’s Foreign
Ministry stressed that al-Quds
is an inseparable part of Pales-
tinian territory and that states
are obligated under internation-
al law to refrain from actions
that could be interpreted as rec-
ognizing Israel’s occupation.

The ministry said Colombia’s
decision contradicted the coun-
try’s international obligations
concerning the Palestinian peo-
ple’s right to self-determina-
tion and risked legitimizing the
occupation of Palestinian land.
It also argued that the move
conflicted with the historical
struggles for independence and
justice in Colombia and across
Latin America.

Iran called on the Colombian
government to accept respon-
sibility for the consequences of

its ‘unlawful and unjustifiable’
decision.

Joint condemnation by 19
countries

The joint statement, issued by
Turkey’s Foreign Ministry on Fri-
day, was endorsed by the foreign
ministers of Turkey, Algeria, Dji-
bouti, Egypt, Indonesia, Jordan,
Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Malay-
sia, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen.

The ministers expressed their
unequivocal rejection of Colom-
bia’s embassy opening, saying
the decision violated relevant
UN Security Council resolutions
and weakened international ef-
forts to achieve a just and last-
ing peace based on a two-state
solution.

They reaffirmed that mea-
sures intended to change the
legal or historical status of oc-
cupied al-Quds, or to recognize
the city as Israel’s capital, are
null and void and have no legal
effect.

The statement cited UN Se-
curity Council Resolutions 476
and 478, both adopted in 1980.
These resolutions rejected Isra-
el’s attempts to alter the char-
acter and status of the city and
called on states with diplomat-
ic missions there to withdraw
them.

The ministers emphasized
that al-Quds is part of the Pal-
estinian territory occupied in
1967 and urged Colombia to
reconsider and reverse its deci-
sion, respect international law
and avoid actions that prejudice
the legitimate rights of the Pal-
estinian people.

Iran’s condemnation came
alongside separate objections
from Jordan, Saudi Arabia and
Algeria. The Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) had
also previously denounced the
planned embassy opening, de-
scribing it as an unlawful step
and a departure from Colombia’s

longstanding support for Pales-
tinian rights.

From the 1980s diplomatic
withdrawals to the US embassy
move

The controversy over diplo-
matic missions in al-Quds has
deep roots in international di-
plomacy. Israel declared the city
its capital after occupying East
al-Quds in 1967 and later took
steps to consolidate its control
over the city. These measures
have not gained broad interna-
tional recognition.

In 1980, Israel adopted a law
declaring a ‘united Jerusalem’ its
capital. The UN Security Council
rejected this move through Res-
olution 478, determining that
measures seeking to alter the
city’s character and status had
no legal validity and calling on
states that had established dip-
lomatic missions in Jerusalem to
withdraw them.

Following the resolution,
countries that had maintained
embassies in Al-Quds moved
their missions to Tel Aviv. For
decades, the overwhelming in-
ternational practice was to keep
embassies outside the city, re-
flecting the position that its fi-
nal status should be determined
through negotiations rather
than unilateral action.

A major departure from that

practice came under US Presi-
dent Donald Trump. On Decem-
ber 6, 2017, Trump announced
that the United States recog-
nized Jerusalem as Israel’s cap-
ital. The US Embassy was subse-
quently relocated from Tel Aviv
to Quds on May 14, 2018, during
his first presidential term.

The decision marked a sig-
nificant shift in longstanding
US policy and drew widespread
criticism  from  Palestinians
and many governments, which
warned that recognizing Jeru-
salem as Israel’s capital without
a negotiated settlement pre-
judged one of the most sensitive
issues in the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

The United States became the
first country to move its em-
bassy to Quds in the modern
wave of diplomatic relocations
following the 2017 announce-
ment. Guatemala followed in
May 2018, while Paraguay brief-
ly moved its embassy to the city
that year before reversing the
decision later in 2018. Hondu-
ras moved its embassy in 2021.
A small number of other coun-
tries have also taken steps to
recognize Quds as Israel’s cap-
ital or relocate their diplomatic
missions there, although most
governments have continued to
keep their embassies elsewhere.



Pezeshkian: Iran will not bow to coercion

US must know Iran will powerfully continue its engagement with the
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On the sidelines of the 17th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP17) Summit in Yerevan, Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian held talks with Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze (L) and Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan (R).

From Page 1 » “We are de-
termined to expand ties in all
areas. We must jointly bring is-
sues to fruition in practice. Very
good measures have been taken
so far, and we hope they will be
long-term with tangible results,’
Pezeshkian said.

Emphasizing that Iran cannot
be sanctioned into isolation, he
added: “The US must know that

Iran, relying on its people and in
coordination with neighbors, will
powerfully continue its engage-
ment with the world.”

“The US has created problems
not only for us but for the whole
world. If it wants to continue this
path, things will get worse for
the whole world. So it is better
to act with the logic of dialogue
instead of force,” he stated.

Pashinyan, for his part, re-
ferred to Iran’s cultural back-
ground and historical antiquity,
saying Yerevan seeks stability
and peace in the region and is
expanding its ties with neighbors
day by day in a direction of mutu-
al development.

He described trade and eco-
nomic ties between the two
countries as remarkable, saying

energy cooperation holds very
great potential which both sides
seek to further expand.

It is worth noting that Pezesh-
kian, after attending and speak-
ing at the summit of the seven-
teenth Conference of the Parties
to the Convention on Biological
Diversity? left Yerevan for Tehran
on Friday evening.

Iran reaffirms Strait of Hormuz closure,
says passage must be coordinated

From Page 1 » Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a ceremony honoring Army
nurses, Sayyari argued that the impact of re-
strictions on maritime traffic was evident in
international fuel markets.

“The Strait of Hormuz is closed. If it were
open and oil were passing through it, gas-
oline prices in the United States would not
have risen,” he said.

Sayyari outlined the deployment of Iran’s
armed forces around the waterway, saying
the naval forces of Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guard Corps (IRGC) maintained a firm pres-
ence to the west of the strait, while the Ira-
nian Army operated to its east and extended
its presence northward into the Sea of Oman.

He stressed that any passage through the
waterway must be coordinated, warning that
vessels attempting to transit without such
coordination could face consequences.

Hatami links reopening to respect for
Iran’s rights

Army Chief Commander Major Gener-
al Amir Hatami has also made clear that, in
Iran’s view, the future of the strait is directly
linked to the treatment of the country and its
rights.

Speaking at Imam Ali Officers’ University in
Tehran on Thursday, Hatami said the Strait of
Hormuz had been closed following the out-
break of the war and would remain closed
until Iran’s rights were respected.

He attributed the conflict to a ‘fundamen-
tal miscalculation by Iran’s adversaries, who
had underestimated the country’s military
capabilities and assumed that it was in a
weakened position.

According to Hatami, the Iranian Army and
the IRGC responded from the earliest hours
of the conflict with extensive strikes against
hostile targets. He argued that the adversar-
ies had failed to achieve their military and
strategic objectives.

Rejecting US assertions that Iran’s military
capabilities had been weakened, the Army
chief pointed to continued missile and drone
operations and the functioning of the coun-

try’s air-defense systems as evidence of its
sustained operational capacity.

Hatami also said Iran had taken firm action
against vessels that violated its regulations,
leaving maritime traffic through the strait
severely restricted.

He added that Iran’s armed forces had used
the pause in hostilities to repair damage and
strengthen their readiness. Iranian ground,
naval, air-defense and missile units, he said,
remained equipped and prepared to defend
the country’s territorial integrity.

Hatami further warned that any attack
on Iran’s infrastructure would prompt a re-
sponse inflicting substantially greater dam-
age on the infrastructure and interests of its
adversaries, including Israel and those coop-
erating with it.

Army says US military presence fuels
regional insecurity

In separate remarks on Friday, Army
spokesman Brigadier General Mohammad
Akraminia said Iran was developing new op-
erational plans that would force hostile US
naval vessels to withdraw even farther from
the country’s coastline.

Akraminia said Iran’s air-defense capa-
bilities had advanced beyond their prewar
and wartime levels, adding that Iranian
air-defense units had intercepted several
US drones in the country’s airspace in recent
weeks. He also said US military vessels had
been pushed to distances exceeding 500 ki-
lometers from the coasts of the Persian Gulf.

The spokesman described the US military
presence as a central source of insecurity in
the region and called on regional countries
and the international community to recog-
nize ‘Washington’s role in fueling instability’

“If America leaves the region, the Strait of
Hormuz will reopen, and collective security
will be established with the participation of
the region’s countries, and the global econo-
my will improve. If it doesn’t leave, we'll expel
it Akraminia said.

He added that Iranian forces had re-
hearsed advanced, coordinated and innova-

tive military operations, while nationwide
air-defense coverage had been significantly
strengthened.

A strategic waterway with global eco-
nomic consequences

The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world’s
most strategically important energy cor-
ridors, connecting the Persian Gulf to the
Gulf of Oman and the wider Arabian Sea. A
substantial share of global oil shipments
and significant volumes of liquefied natu-
ral gas pass through the waterway, making
disruptions a concern for energy-importing
countries, shipping operators and financial
markets.

Restrictions on traffic through the strait
can raise shipping and insurance costs, dis-
rupt energy supplies and add volatility to
oil and fuel prices. The effects depend on
the scale and duration of the disruption, the
availability of alternative supplies and routes,
and market expectations about the conflict.

Iran’s latest statements place the water-
way at the center of its broader security po-
sition: Tehran says passage must be coordi-
nated, its armed forces remain prepared, and
any change in the current situation depends
on respect for Iran’s rights and the future of
foreign military deployments in the region.

The statements also underscore the com-
peting approaches to security in the Persian
Gulf. While Washington has emphasized mar-
itime security and freedom of navigation,
Iranian officials argue that lasting stability
requires regional cooperation and an end to
‘destabilizing foreign military intervention!

With energy markets and international
shipping exposed to developments around
the strait, any sustained change in maritime
traffic is likely to have consequences well be-
yond West Asia. For Iran, however, the issue
is not solely one of commercial passage: its
military leadership has framed the waterway
as a strategic lever tied to national security,
sovereignty and the outcome of the wider
confrontation.

Al has enhanced Iran’s intelligence
and targeting capabilities: Taeb

TEHRAN— Hossein Taeb, head
of Iran’s Basij Organization, says
the use of artificial intelligence
in defense and intelligence op-
erations has improved the accu-
racy of target identification and
precision strikes, highlighting
the technology’s growing role in
Iran’s military capabilities.

Speaking on Thursday at the
first Artificial Intelligence and
Cybersecurity Conference in the
southeastern city of Kerman,
Taeb said Al had strengthened
intelligence gathering and tar-
get assessment, adding that its
applications had extended to the
naval and aerospace divisions of
Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard

Corps (IRGC) and other branches
of the armed forces.

Taeb also discussed ‘the ob-
jectives of the US-Israeli war
against Iran, arguing that at-
tacks on military commanders,
scientists and air-defense sys-
tems were intended to weaken
the country’s defenses and un-
dermine the scientific founda-
tions of its development.

Protecting Iran’s scientific
capabilities

Referring to the 12-day war,
Taeb said the simultaneous tar-
geting of military command-
ers and scientists was part of a
strategy to weaken Iran’s secu-
rity infrastructure and damage

the scientific capabilities under-
pinning its technological prog-
ress.

He said the campaign against
Iranian scientists had failed to
eliminate the country’s nucle-
ar expertise. According to Taeb,
the scope of attacks expanded
during the 40-day war, extend-
ing to other scientific fields and
claiming the lives of researchers.

Taeb argued that the objec-
tive of such attacks went beyond
military damage, encompassing
efforts to undermine public se-
curity and weaken the country’s
capacity for scientific and tech-
nological advancement.

“Targeting one scientist would

not halt the country’s prog-
ress, as more specialists would
emerge to continue the work,” he
said.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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‘Mother of all bombs’ will not rescue
Trump from Iran war quagmire

TEHRAN — The possible use of America’s
largest non-nuclear bomb against Iran may of-
fer President Donald Trump a dramatic display
of military power, but it is unlikely to resolve the
strategic predicament facing Washington, ana-
lysts have warned, arguing that a spectacular
explosion cannot substitute for a viable path
out of a protracted war.

CNN reported on October 14 that the US mil-
itary had developed strike plans that could in-
clude the GBU-43/B Massive Ordnance Air Blast
bomb, commonly known as the “mother of all
bombs,” against Iranian energy infrastructure
and nuclear sites if Trump orders a resumption
of combat operations. The report cited multiple
US officials familiar with the planning.

The prospect of deploying the weapon has
raised questions about whether Washington is
seeking a decisive military outcome or a dra-
matic action that could allow the president to
declare victory without achieving his stated
strategic objectives.

Even within US military planning circles,
doubts have emerged over the weapon’s effec-
tiveness in changing the course of the war, CNN
reported. Reuters subsequently reported the
story, noting that it had not independently ver-
ified CNN’s account.

A dramatic explosion, but what strategic
result?

Dani Citrinowicz, a former Israeli military in-
telligence official, told the BBC that even using
the “mother of all bombs” would not force Iran
to surrender.

“Even the use of the [mother of all bombs]
will not force Iran to surrender; although such
an attack could have psychological effects and
give Trump an opportunity to claim an imagi-
nary victory,” he said, according to the quotation
provided in the BBC-attributed report.

The assessment points to a fundamental
distinction between the destructive power of
a weapon and its ability to achieve political ob-
jectives. A strike can cause extensive damage
without compelling an adversary to accept the
attacker’s demands or bringing a conflict to a
favourable conclusion.

Sina Azodi, director of the Middle East Stud-
ies Program at George Washington University,
similarly questioned the strategic logic behind
the reported option.

“Trump has a strange fascination with the
symbolic use of American military power and
wants to advertise it on his personal social me-
dia account through a grand spectacle and a
massive explosion,” Azodi said, according to the
quotation provided.

He also highlighted the weapon’s limitations
against deeply buried targets, noting that it
detonates in the air and has limited capacity to
penetrate far underground.

The distinction matters because the MOAB
was designed primarily to produce devastating
blast effects over a broad surface area. It is not
the same as a specialised penetrator designed
to attack deeply buried, hardened facilities.

In an October 15 Al Jazeera explainer, military
analyst Elijah Magnier said that using the MOAB
would not guarantee the destruction of Iran’s
deeply buried nuclear installations and could
amount to little more than “political theatre.”

A weapon cannot resolve a strategic
deadlock

The reported plans have emerged as the
Trump administration faces pressure to
demonstrate progress in a war that has failed
to produce a clear political resolution.

In a CNN broadcast on October 15, senior
national security reporter Zachary Cohen said
Trump and his advisers had spent months dis-
cussing options that could be presented to the
American public as a “definitive end” to the war.

Cohen said the military had been tasked with

30

|
|
11§

developing fresh strike options amid the ab-
sence of a diplomatic resolution and growing
unpopularity of the conflict.

He also reported that the administration’s
stated strategic goals remained unfulfilled.

That assessment raises a central question:
what would a MOAB strike actually accomplish
that previous attacks and existing military
pressure have not?

The bomb’s destructive capacity is not in
dispute. The uncertainty concerns whether its
use would change Iran’s calculations, compel
Tehran to capitulate or create conditions for a
durable settlement.

A dramatic strike might generate powerful
images and headlines. But if it does not achieve
its declared objectives, it could instead expose
the gap between the administration’s military
capabilities and its ability to translate them into
a political outcome.

The limits of spectacle

The MOAB is the largest non-nuclear bomb in
the US arsenal. Its deployment would represent
a major escalation, but its size alone does not
make it an appropriate weapon for every target.

CNN military analyst and retired Air Force
Colonel Cedric Leighton explained in a broad-
cast on October 15 that the MOAB is designed
to inflict damage over a large surface area,
whereas Iran’s hardened and deeply buried
nuclear facilities present a different targeting
challenge.

He contrasted the MOAB with the Massive
Ordnance Penetrator, a different weapon spe-
cifically designed to attack hardened under-
ground targets.

Leighton also questioned the suitability of
the aircraft required to deliver the MOAB for the
Iranian operational environment.

The technical limitations reinforce the broad-
er strategic problem. A weapon capable of pro-
ducing an enormous explosion is not necessar-
ily capable of destroying every intended target,
still less of compelling a country to surrender.

Aface-saving exit is not the same as victory

The most consequential possibility raised by
the reporting is that the proposed strike could
be intended partly to shape the political narra-
tive of the war.

CNN'’s reporting suggested that the admin-
istration was examining military options that
could enable Trump to present the conflict as
decisively concluded. Such a scenario would
make the distinction between a battlefield
achievement and a politically useful declaration
of victory particularly important.

Citrinowicz's assessment, as quoted by the
BBC, captures that concern: the attack might
provide an opportunity to claim victory without
necessarily producing the underlying result.

This is the danger of treating military spec-
tacle as a substitute for strategy. An attack can
be visually overwhelming and still leave the
fundamental dispute unresolved.

For Washington, the question is not simply
whether the United States can deploy a power-
fulbomb. It is whether doing so would bring the
war closer to an outcome that can be sustained
politically and strategically.

The quagmire remains

The possibility of using the MOAB does not,
by itself, demonstrate that Trump has autho-
rised such an attack. The reports describe con-
tingency planning, not a confirmed decision to
deploy the weapon.

Reuters said it could not independently verify
CNN'’s initial report. CBS News separately re-
ported on October 15 that the White House and
Pentagon had prepared plans for possible use
of the weapon if ordered by the president.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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‘CBI’s response to sanctions is to curb inflation
acceleration, strengthen economic resilience’

TEHRAN- The Governor of the Central
Bank of Iran (CBI) said: Our policy response
to sanctions is curbing inflation acceleration
and strengthening economic resilience, and
taking into account available foreign curren-
cy reserves.

According to IRNA from the Central Bank,
Abdolnaser Hemmati, Governor of the Central
Bank, at a gathering of central bank gover-
nors of Middle East, North Africa, and Central
Asia (MCl) countries in Bangkok, explained
the Central Bank's monetary policy under
conditions of war, sanctions, and restrictions
on transferring financial resources.

He added: Our policy response often con-
sists of quantitative restrictions on banks’
balance sheet growth, measures to strength-
en asset quality and the financial health of
banks, and allocation of reserves through
open market operations, credit lines, and fi-
nancing supply chain instruments aimed at
boosting production.

Hemmati noted: In the foreign currency
sector, our priority is supplying the people’s
basic and essential goods.

Economy minister attends IMF meeting
in Bangkok

Seyed Ali Madanizadeh, Minister of Eco-
nomic Affairs and Finance of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, attended the annual meeting
of the International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank Group in Bangkok, Thailand.
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The meeting is being held from October 12
t0 18,2026, with the participation of econom-
ic and financial officials of member countries.

Examining solutions for developing eco-
nomic and financial cooperation, following
up on issues of interest to the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran in interaction with international
financial institutions, and exchanging views
on solutions to strengthen sustainable eco-
nomic growth and increase the resilience of
the global economy are among the areas of
focus during this trip.

During this trip, while participating in
meetings related to the summit, our Minis-
ter of Economic Affairs and Finance has on
his agenda plans for dialogue and consulta-
tions with officials of international financial
institutions and economic officials of other
countries.

Ensuring security of transport corridors
benefits all regional countries: Iranian minister

TEHRAN- Iran’s Minister of Transport and
Urban Development, emphasizing the ne-
cessity of protecting civilian infrastructure
and guaranteeing the continuity of transport
and transit flows in the region, presented
proposals and called for the formulation of
operational and time-bound plans to remove
border obstacles, develop rail cooperation,
and strengthen the resilience of regional
corridors.

According to an IRNA report from the Min-
istry of Transport and Urban Development,
Farzaneh Sadegh, at the 14th Meeting of
Ministers of Transport of the Economic Co-
operation Organization (ECO) member states
in Kazakhstan, expressed appreciation for
that country’s hosting and stated: Due to its
privileged geographical location, the ECO re-
gion has the capacity to become an integrat-
ed network of road, rail, and sea routes—a
network that can strengthen connectivity
among Central Asia, West Asia, the Caucasus,
and open waters.

Referring to the approvals of the 13th ECO
Meeting of Ministers of Transport in Tehran,
she emphasized the necessity of assessing
the extent of implementation of past agree-
ments, identifying obstacles, and deter-
mining operational priorities, and said: This
meeting must lead to specific, time-bound,
and measurable decisions for developing re-
gional cooperation.

The Minister of Transport and Urban De-
velopment, referring to the damage inflicted
on Iran’s transport infrastructure during the
attacks by the United States and the Israe-
li regime, said: Disruption in any part of the
region’s transport network, regardless of
where it occurs, can increase the time and
cost of moving goods and also affect the se-
curity of supply chains of other countries.

Sadegh emphasized: Protecting civilian
infrastructure, ensuring the security of com-
munication routes, and continuing the flow
of transport and transit are common inter-
ests for all ECO member states.

She asked the organization’s secretariat to
examine the effects of security disruptions
on regional corridors and present practical
solutions for increasing the resilience of the
transport network.

Sadegh further considered facilitating
the movement of the road fleet and border
crossings among the priorities of region-
al cooperation and emphasized reducing
truck dwell time, simplifying customs
procedures, harmonizing transport docu-
ments, and exchanging information among

border authorities.

The Minister of Transport and Urban De-
velopment, referring to the revival of the ECO
train and its successful operation on the Tur-
key, Iran, and Turkmenistan route, considered
this experience a basis for expanding rail co-
operation among member states.

Noting that the damaged bridges on the
aforementioned rail route were repaired by
Iranian engineers within 72 hours and the
route was reopened, she emphasized the
importance of technical readiness and main-
taining the continuity of regional rail connec-
tions.

Sadegh also considered the Almaty-Teh-
ran-Istanbul rail connection an opportunity
for developing regional trade and proposed
that tariff, customs, technical, and opera-
tional obstacles on rail routes be examined
and a clear mechanism be created for coor-
dinating train movements and developing
regular and competitive services.

The Minister of Transport and Urban De-
velopment listed access of landlocked coun-
tries to open waters as one of the priorities
of cooperation in ECO and said: Achieving this
goal requires the integrated linking of ports,
rail lines, roads, and logistics services.

Referring to the capacity of Chabahar Port
and other southern ports of Iran, she con-
sidered the connection of Chabahar to the
country’s rail network an effective factor in
strengthening the link between land and sea
transport, diversifying trade routes, and re-
ducing transport costs.

The Minister of Transport and Urban De-
velopment, further emphasizing the neces-
sity of determining the responsibilities of
countries and the secretariat in following
up on approvals and presenting a progress
report at the next meeting, noted: Develop-
ing transport and transit in the ECO region,
in addition to increasing trade and economic
growth, helps strengthen regional ties and
enhance the economic resilience of member
states.

Sadegh proposed that the ECO secretariat,
in cooperation with member states, prepare
a comprehensive report on the extent of im-
plementation of previous approvals and re-
maining obstacles, formulate a time-bound
plan for facilitating road transport, border
and customs coordination, and developing
rail and multimodal services, and place on
its agenda solutions for protecting civilian
infrastructure and increasing the resilience
of corridors.

Co-op memorandum signed: Iran, Eurasia

TEHRAN- The Minister of
Industry, Mining and Trade
stressed, at the signing of a co-
operation memorandum with the
member states of Eurasia, the
full implementation of the free
trade agreement, the removal of
trade barriers, and the expansion
of transit cooperation.

According to IRNA from the
Ministry of Industry, Mining and
Trade, Seyyed Mohammad Ata-
bak, on Wednesday evening, at
the signing of the memorandum
with the member states of the
Eurasian Economic Union during
the second meeting of the Joint
Committee for the Implementa-
tion of the Free Trade Agreement
between Iran and this union,
called for operational follow-up
of the agreements, the remov-
al of trade barriers, and maxi-
mum use of the capacities of this
agreement to develop economic
exchanges.

The Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade described trans-
parency in import regulations,
timely exchange of statistical
information, and the removal of
tariff and non-tariff barriers as
requirements for fully benefiting
from free trade.

He emphasized the necessity
of following up on issues related
to vehicle recycling fees, access
of Iranian cement products to
the markets of the union’s mem-
ber states, and requirements for
importing food products, and de-
clared Iran’s readiness to coop-
erate in examining and removing
these barriers.

The Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade further called for
turning agreements into specif-
ic executive plans with a clear
timetable and determining the
responsibilities of each party.

He proposed that the secretar-
iats of both sides, by creating a
mechanism for continuous mon-
itoring of the implementation of
the approvals, present a progress
report on measures at the next
meeting of the Joint Committee.

The Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade stated: The nego-
tiations held will be constructive
and result-oriented, and the
summary of the negotiations and
approvals in specialized commit-
tees should be the basis for reg-
ular follow-up of commitments.

He expressed hope that the
implementation of the agree-
ments, while facilitating the ac-
tivity of traders and increasing
trade exchanges, would lead to
strengthening economic coop-
eration between Iran and the
Eurasian Economic Union and en-
hancing the position of the par-
ties in regional and international
relations.

The second meeting of the Joint
Committee for the Implementa-
tion of the Free Trade Agreement
between Iran and the Eurasian
Economic Union was held, host-
ed by the Ministry of Industry,

Iranian, Iraqi central bank governors
discuss expansion of banking cooperation

TEHRAN- On the sidelines of the an-
nual meeting of the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF), Abdolnaser Hemmati,
Governor of the Central Bank of Iran,
met and held talks with Nizar Nasser
Hussein, Governor of the Central Bank

of Iraq.

According to an IRNA report from the
Central Bank, this meeting, held in a
constructive atmosphere, saw the two
sides exchange views on ways to devel-
op and consolidate bilateral relations.

The Governor of the Central Bank of
Iran, in this meeting, referring to the
deep historical, economic, and political
commonalities between Iran and Irag,
emphasized the necessity of strength-
ening joint monetary and banking coop-
eration between the two countries.

He also announced the readiness of

r

sentation of solutions for trade
facilitation, the development of
economic cooperation, and the
removal of existing barriers.

In this committee, the minister
responsible for trade of the Eur-
asian Economic Union, officials of
the Economic Commission, am-
bassadors, deputy ministers of
the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade, representatives of the
Iran Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion, the Customs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture, the Minis-
tries Transport and Urban Devel-
opment and Agriculture, and the
National Standards Organization
of Iran and the Iran Veterinary
Organization were present.

Accelerating the establish-
ment of the electronic system
for verification of origin, devel-
oping transit cooperation within
the framework of the Interna-
tional North-South Corridor,
and strengthening technical and
health cooperation related to
trade were among the most im-
portant axes of this meeting.

Also, the signing of the coop-
eration memorandum of under-
standing between the Business
Council of the Eurasian Economic
Union and the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture was assessed as a
step toward strengthening com-
munication among private sector
actors and expanding trade co-
operation between the two sides.

Awarding highest honorary
badge of Eurasian Economic
Union to industry, mining and
trade minister

The highest honorary badge
of the Eurasian Economic Union
was awarded to Seyyed Moham-
mad Atabak, Minister of Industry,
Mining and Trade of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, in appreciation
of his effective efforts in devel-
oping and deepening Iran’s eco-
nomic relations with this union,
by Andrey Slepnev, Minister of
Trade of the Eurasian Economic
Commission.

According to an IRNA from
the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade, this honorary badge
was awarded in appreciation of
the measures and efforts of the
Minister of Industry, Mining and
Trade to expand economic coop-

banking areas.

achieved.

between Iran and Iraq.”

the banking system of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to transfer experiences in

As stated by the head of the Iran-Iraq
Joint Chamber of Commerce, there is ca-
pacity for Iran-Iraq trade to reach $20
billion, and by resolving some domestic
and foreign obstacles, this goal can be

Stating that the goal of increasing
Iran-Iraq trade to $20 billion is not just
a slogan, Yahya Al-e Es’haq said: “This
figure is proposed based on experience
and understanding gained from years of
activity and examination of the econom-
ic relations between the two countries,
and | believe that if we resolve some do-
mestic issues and foreign obstacles, it is
possible to achieve $20 billion in trade

eration, strengthen trade inter-
actions, and develop the relations
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
with the member states of the
Eurasian Economic Union; coop-
eration that is pursued with the
aim of utilizing mutual capacities,
facilitating trade, and expanding
economic ties between the par-
ties.

Andrey Slepnev, Minister of
Trade of the Eurasian Econom-
ic Union, arrived in Tehran on
Wednesday to participate in
the second meeting of the Joint
Committee for the Implementa-
tion of the Free Trade Agreement
between Iran and the Eurasian
Economic Union, and in a meet-
ing attended by Seyyed Moham-
mad Atabak, Minister of Indus-
try, Mining and Trade, and other
ambassadors of member states,
they addressed the presentation
of solutions for trade facilitation,
the development of economic
cooperation, and the removal of
existing barriers.

On October 1, the Head of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO), in a meeting with the Trade
Minister of the Eurasian Econom-
ic Union, referring to the upward
trend of trade between Iran and
the member states of the union,
emphasized the Islamic Republic
of Iran’s determination to expand
and deepen trade relations and
strengthen ties between the pri-
vate sectors of the two sides.

According to a report by the
Public Relations of Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization, Mo-
hammad Ali Dehghan Dehnavi, in
a meeting with Slepnev, referring
to the course of trade between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the member states of the Eur-
asian Economic Union, said: “De-
spite all challenges and prob-
lems, trade statistics between
Iran and the Eurasian Economic
Union have taken an upward
trend, and this promises bright
prospects for the development of
trade relations in the future.”

The Deputy Minister of Indus-
try, Mining and Trade, emphasiz-
ing the will and determination
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
expand trade relations with the
member states of the Eurasian
Economic Union, added: “Iran has
regular cooperation and trade
relations with Russia and other
member states of the union, and

take new step for free trade, integration

we are striving to make these ties
deeper than before”

Dehghan Dehnavi also ex-
pressed hope that the second
meeting of the joint committee
of Iran and the Eurasian Econom-
ic Union will be held in Tehran
soon, and continued: “Holding
this meeting in Tehran can be a
suitable opportunity to strength-
en communication between the
private sectors of Iran and the
member states of the union and
to form new economic and trade
cooperation.”

The Head of Iran’s Trade
Promotion  Organization also
stressed the continuation of con-
sultations and the use of existing
capacities to develop economic
and trade cooperation between
Iran and the member states of
the Eurasian Economic Union.

Itis worth noting that Dehghan
Dehnavi traveled to Minsk to par-
ticipate in the 19th meeting of
the Joint Economic Cooperation
Commission of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and the Republic of
Belarus.

Also, in mid-September, Iran’s
Minister of Economic Affairs and
Finance, offering a positive as-
sessment of the results of his
Tuesday meetings with officials
of the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU), announced the propos-
al of initiatives such as setting
a base currency to accelerate
transactions and appointing spe-
cial representatives to resolve
obstacles facing bilateral trade.

According to IRNA, Seyyed Ali
Madanizadeh, speaking to re-
porters after separate meetings
and talks with the Chairman of
the Executive Board and the Min-
ister of Trade of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Commission at the union’s
headquarters in Moscow, added:
“We held very good sessions.”

He stated: “On Iran’s behalf, we
expressed our interest and readi-
ness to expand relations and fully
implement the free trade agree-
ment with the Eurasian Economic
Union, and that we are prepared
to cooperate with this union in
various fields; the union’s offi-
cials, in turn, expressed their
willingness and interest in ex-
panding ties with our country.”

The Minister of Economic Af-
fairs and Finance, referring to
the efforts of the enemies of the
Iranian nation to fuel econom-
ic warfare and block trade and
financial channels, said: “What
is evident is that, thanks to God,
these countries support Iran and
our economy, and that Iran has
managed to maintain production
and trade relations with coun-
tries under the toughest condi-
tions” He added: “The member
states of the Eurasian Economic
Union are equally committed and
eager to develop these relations”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Golgohar Mining & Industrial Co. A‘\

Notice of tender for export sale No. Z/1405/18
GolGohar Mining and Industrial Company

Hereby Golgohar Mining & Industrial Co. announces
selling and export 70,000 metric tons of Pellet
(%Fe:65.50) on basis of F.0.B at Barco Jetty Bandar
Abbas - Iran. Interested bidders should find tender
documents at Golgohar website: www.geg.ir. All
bids on conformity to tender instructions must be
submitted no later than 12:00 A.M. on 24. 0ct.2026 to
Gol Gohar Tehran office at: 4th Floor,No.48, West 16
th,North Allameh St, Saadat Abad.

Bidders are invited to the transactions commission
department of the seller with an introduction letter
of interested buyer and personal identification of the
representative. Tender results shall be announced at
12:00 A.M. on 24. Oct.2026 at the office of the Seller.

GOLGOHAR MINING & INDUSTRIAL CO.




Israeli firm weaponized online ads to hack
targets, spy on hundreds of millions

By staff writer

TEHRAN — An Israeli advertising compa-
ny turned the banner ad into a hacking tool,
and for at least two years the companies
running the world’s ad platforms failed to
stop it.

Two investigations published October 15,
by Citizen Lab at the University of Toronto
and the New York security firm Confiant,
describe how Discover-Tech, founded in
2020, let surveillance vendors identify in-
ternet users and infect chosen ones with-
out a single click.

The company’s platform, Controlium,
profiled users in bulk and stripped away
their anonymity. Citizen Lab calls the tech-
nique AdFection. A person opens a website
or app, and dozens of firms bid in millisec-
onds for the ad slot. If Discover-Tech wins,
it learns who is looking. If that person is
on a client’s list, spyware can follow within
seconds.

The ads sold phones, earbuds, games and
telecom plans. Nothing about them looked
wrong. They only had to load.

Citizen Lab examined roughly four billion
ad records and found Discover-Tech ma-
terial on more than 120,000 websites and
75,000 apps.

Confiant counted at least 10 million ads a
day. Through cookie matching, its cofound-
er Jerome Dangu said, the firm could track
people beyond its own ads. “Very likely
hundreds of millions of people would have
been touched by Discover-Tech,” he said.

Al Jazeera in the crosshairs

The best-documented victims worked
for Al Jazeera. Between 2024 and 2025, 45
Windows computers at the Qatari broad-
caster were infected with spyware from
Candiru, the Israeli vendor the U.S. Com-
merce Department blacklisted in 2021 over
its use against officials, journalists, activ-
ists and academics.

Al Jazeera’s own technicians had spotted

strange activity and brought in Citizen Lab,
which confirmed the attack from the net-
work’s logs.

The implant can read files, emails and
messages, log keystrokes, take screen-
shots and switch on microphones and cam-
eras. It is understood to have cost several
million dollars.

Al Jazeera called it an assault on press
freedom and demanded accountability. It
has been here before. In 2020, Citizen Lab
found that 36 phones belonging to the net-
work’s journalists and executives had been
hacked with Pegasus, made by another Is-
raeli firm, NSO Group.

A whole population under watch

Dangu said the Palestinian territories
were especially saturated. Almost any site
there carried a Discover-Tech ad, he said,
giving the firm “a very complete visibility on
the digital activities of an entire country.”

Israel already controls movement, bor-
ders and much of daily life in the occupied
territories. This added a layer inside the
browser.

The same ads appeared in networks tied
to the Pentagon, the International Atomic

Energy Agency, the United Nations, NATO,
the European Commission and more than
a dozen national governments, along with
chipmakers such as Nvidia, Broadcom and
Micron.

They also reached the International Crim-
inal Court, which issued arrest warrants for
Benjamin Netanyahu and Yoav Gallant in
2024.

Platforms act late

Google says it removed Discover-Tech
“for systematically violating our policies.”
Europe’s Interactive Advertising Bureau
(IAB) suspended the firm last week after an
audit, and Comcast’s Beeswax dropped it.

Yandex did not comment. Discover-Tech
and Candiru’s owners did not answer Reu-
ters. Confiant noted that ads it tied to Can-
diru were a tiny fraction of the volume.

Citizen Lab’s Wolfie Christl called it disas-
trous that major vendors missed the oper-
ation for years, and urged U.S. and Europe-
an regulators to investigate.

Candiru has been on a U.S. blacklist for
five years. The pipeline that carried its code
ran through American-owned platforms
until outside researchers forced the issue.

Beijing’s mediating power in international crises

By Mahdi Zolfaghari

TEHRAN - In the new inter-
national order, the concept of
“power” is no longer defined
solely by the number of nucle-
ar warheads, overseas mili-
tary bases, or classical secu-
rity alliances; rather, the new
geometry of global power is
shaped by the capacity of sup-
ply chains, currency exchang-
es, infrastructure investments,
and economic interdependence.
Within this novel framework,
China has managed to elevate
its position from a mere trad-
ing power in the late twentieth
century to a “structural actor
in international crisis manage-
ment’—an actor whose primary
tools for intervening in crises
are not missiles and sanctions,
but economic integration and
financial leverage.

The defining distinction of
China’s approach to interna-
tional crisesisrooted in the the-
ory of “developmental peace”
as opposed to Western “liberal
peace.” Beijing believes that the
primary root of many geopoliti-
cal conflicts and security insta-
bilities in the Middle East, Afri-
ca, and Central Asia lies notin a
vacuum of Western democracy,
but in poverty, a deficit of in-

frastructural development, and
a lack of connection to global
markets. Therefore, Beijing uti-
lizes initiatives such as the Belt
and Road and strategic energy
partnerships as efficient tools
to contain security shocks.
When countries share tangible,
mutual economic interests in
the continuity of joint projects,
the cost of escalating tensions
and war increases dramatically
for them.

A concrete and successful
example of this strategy can be
seen in Beijing’s historic medi-
ation between Tehran and Ri-
yadh. Leveraging its immense
weight as the largest buyer of
Persian Gulf energy and the
primary trading partner of both
countries, China provided an
economic-strategic  platform
for a political agreement with-
out the need for ideological
alignments. This model demon-
strated that Beijing’s crisis
management levers are built
on a commitment to mutual in-
terests and non-interference in
internal affairs—a factor that
has made Beijing’s model at-
tractive and acceptable among
the countries of the Global
South.

Furthermore, in complex cri-
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ses such as the war in Ukraine
or tensions surrounding mar-
itime security, China has man-
aged—by relying on its position
as a core commodity buyer—to
prevent devastating fractures
in the global energy and food
markets. China’s policy is to
maintain a balance between
trade with Russia while si-
multaneously safeguarding
Western markets; a strategy
that prevents the deepening of
acute international deadlocks
and the uncontrolled spread of
crises into the global economy.

Ultimately,  Beijing  has
demonstrated that economic
power is not merely a source of
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wealth, but a decisive lever for
containing shocks and moder-
ating geopolitical behavior. Al-
though China’s cautious policy
and avoidance of direct security
guarantees may appear to limit
its role in certain acute crises,
an undeniable reality remains:
in the current post-hegemonic
world, no major international
crisis can be managed, sus-
tainably resolved, or contained
without considering Beijing’s
capacities, considerations, and
economic levers.

Mahdi Zolfaghari is an Asso-
ciate Professor at the Depart-
ment of Asian Studies in Alla-
meh Tabataba’i University

Two years after Sinwar’s martyrdom, Palestinian
factions vow to continue hi

From page 1 » The Palestinian Resistance
Committees remembered a man who “lived
for his people and his cause” and whose
life, they said, was “an expression of a firm
national will that rejects submission and
humiliation.”

He died on October 16, 2024, in Rafah’s Tal
al-Sultan area, in combat gear, throwing his
last grenades at Israeli soldiers and then a
stick at a drone. Many observers have noted
that such an end earned him a lasting place
in Palestinian memory.

Born in 1962 in the Khan Younis refugee
camp to a family expelled from al-Majdal in
1948, Sinwar belonged to Hamas'’s founding
generation and spent more than 20 years in
Israeli prisons before the 2011 Wafa al-Ah-
rar exchange.

He headed Hamas in Gaza from 2017 and,

A0 i

after Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in
July 2024, led the movement inside and
outside Palestine.

Israel assassinated Sheikh Ahmed Yas-
sin in 2004 and his successor Abdel Aziz
al-Rantisi weeks later, and Hamas went on
to win the 2006 elections.

Two years after Sinwar’s death, Hamas

s path

reiterated that the sacrifices borne by the
Palestinian people are part of a historical
struggle against foreign occupation, main-
taining that true liberation requires facing
the full weight of Israeli aggression with
unyielding resistance.

Decades of targeted assassinations have
failed to break the national will, even as
Israeli aggression escalates into unprece-
dented devastation on the ground.

Gaza Health Ministry counts over 74,300
killed and over 175,000 wounded since Oc-
tober 2023, including at least 1,481 killed
since the October 2025 truce.

The UN human rights office verified 1,076
deaths between the ceasefire and July, 268
of them children, and warned of possible
war crimes. Israel holds roughly 60 percent
of the Strip.
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Caught in an imbroglio, Trump resorts to
more blatant lies and misleading claims

By staff writer

TEHRAN - Donald Trump appears to be
losing his grip on reality as the November 3
congressional midterm elections approach.

Aware that high fuel prices resulting
from his war on Iran have put his Repub-
lican Party’s control of Congress in jeop-
ardy, Trump seems increasingly desperate
to shift the blame. One day, he blames
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
for high diesel prices; the next, he seeks to
mislead Americans by claiming that “Mas-
sive Oil, Gas, and Mineral Exploration is
getting ready to begin in our new and beau-
tiful Greenland.”

Meanwhile, his administration has re-
portedly leaked information that the Unit-
ed States is considering using the “mother
of all bombs” against Iran’s energy infra-
structure and other facilities, apparently
under the illusion that such threats could
force Tehran to surrender to Washington’s
maximalist demands.

The relatively easy abduction of Venezu-
elan President Nicolas Maduro appeared
to had emboldened Trump to launch a war
against Iran, with Israel taking part. Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had
long urged Washington to attack Iran, in-
cluding during Trump’s first presidential
term, which began in January 2017. This
was despite Trump’s populist rhetoric and
his repeated criticism of America’s involve-
ment in “endless wars.”

Trump apparently labored under the illu-
sion that projecting military power through
aircraft carriers and advanced fighter jets
would force Iran to capitulate to his unlaw-
ful demands. Now, 232 days into the war,
Trump and his inner circle appear to have
fully realized that Iran is a formidable ad-
versary that cannot be brought to its knees.

“The war in Iran has significantly tar-
nished the global aura of U.S. airpower. It
is unlikely that the Trump administration
would have launched Operation Epic Fury
if it had known that seven months later it
would still be facing an inconclusive slug-
ging match—one that has wasted a huge
part of Washington’s complex munitions
stockpile and come at exorbitant economic
and geopolitical cost,” Justin Bronk, a se-
nior research fellow for airpower and tech-
nology at the Royal United Services Insti-
tute, wrote in Foreign Affairs on October 13.

Iran’s resilience and retaliation against
the unprovoked and illegal war have

damaged the United States’ internation-
al standing. Iran’s performance has also
forced Washington’s European and Asian
allies to reassess their perceptions of
American military power.

Bronk also wrote: “For months, Iran’s re-
silience in its war with two of the world’s
most capable militaries has perplexed
many politicians and confounded public
expectations... Yet the Islamic Republic has
not only survived but continued to maintain
significant offensive capabilities.”

Against this backdrop, Trump’s attempt
to blame Ukraine, which has targeted Rus-
sian oil refineries, for rising gasoline pric-
es amounts to a distortion of the broader
facts. The disruption of shipping through
the Strait of Hormuz, following the U.S.-Is-
raeli aggression and Iran’s response, has
become a major factor driving uncertainty
in global energy markets. The strategic wa-
terway normally carries roughly one-fifth
of the world’s oil supply, making any dis-
ruption to maritime traffic there a serious
threat to global energy security.

Although fuel prices are influenced by
several factors, including supply and de-
mand, sanctions, and geopolitical tensions,
the impact of the war on Iran cannot sim-
ply be ignored. Russia’s oil and gas sector
has also faced extensive Western sanctions
since Moscow launched war on Ukraine in
February 2022. Blaming Kyiv for rising fuel
prices while overlooking the consequences
of the war on Iran is therefore a misleading
way to explain the pressures facing Ameri-
can consumers.

Greenland has also contradicted Trump’s
claim that massive oil and gas exploration
is about to begin there.

“There are many smaller explorations
underway but these could take years to
become operational,” Greenland’s deputy
mining minister, Jargen Hammeken-Holm,
told CNN.

His remarks highlight the gap between
Trump’s ambitious claims and the practi-
cal realities of resource exploration. Even
when oil, gas, and mineral deposits are
present, turning them into commercially
viable projects can take years and requires
substantial investment and infrastructure.
Presenting such developments as immi-
nent achievements risks creating expecta-
tions that the available evidence does not
support.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

The end of Saudi Arabia’s Yemen
‘containment strategy’

From page 1 » “This is the collapse of
Saudi Arabia’s containment strategy,” Rob
Geist Pinfold, an international security ex-
pert at King’s College London, told Middle
East Eye.

“The way Saudi Arabia approached the
Houthis (Ansarallah) in the last few years
was not dissimilar to how Israel treated
Hamas in Gaza before 7 October [2023]. The
Saudis felt they had the Houthis where they
needed them. They weren’t at the stage to
reach a political solution, but they felt they
had disincentivized them from escalating
again.”

The conflict erupted again after Saudi
Arabia bombed Sanaa airport in July to pre-
vent a plane carrying Ansarallah officials
from landing.

The Ansarallah declared a blockade
against Saudi shipping as a result, and
launched a lightning offensive down the
Red Sea coast last month, which the king-
dom and its Yemeni allies have struggled to
counter.

Unlike the last time a full-scale war
raged in Yemen, Saudi Arabia now has more
to lose from a widening of the conflict, and
the Ansarallah have become more sophisti-
cated adversaries, experts say.

Saudi Arabia faced Ansarallah missile
and drone attacks during the last round
of fighting, but they were nowhere near as
precise as this time.

In the last week alone, the Ansarallah
struck Riyadh'’s international airport three
days in a row. A strike on Oct. 10 killed

at least 13 people and injured 300. The
group’s targeting capabilities were under-
scored again on Oct. 13 when they hit the
headquarters of Saudi Arabia’s state oil gi-
ant, Aramco, in the eastern city of Dhahran.

The strikes have caused some to question
the capabilities of Saudi Arabia’s military.

The kingdom is a major buyer of Ameri-
can weaponry, including Patriot and THAAD
air defense systems. According to the
Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute, the kingdom spends 6.5 percent
of its GDP on military gear, one of the high-
est ratios in the world.

“It's quite striking, literally, that the
Houthis can hit, at will, these incredibly
important facilities in Saudi Arabia and the
Saudis can’t defend them,” Gregory Gause,
an expert on the Persian Gulf at the Middle
East Institute, told MEE.

“They clearly have much better missiles
and targeting technology than they did be-
fore,” he said.

A Western defense official in Riyadh told
MEE that Saudi Arabia is absorbing the vast
majority of missiles and drones fired at it,
saying the number is likely in the low 90
percent range. But the Ansarallah are more
skilled at penetrating the kingdom’s air de-
fenses.

“The Houthis are a lot more effective than
Iran was back in February. They learned
from earlier this year,” the official said,
speaking on condition of anonymity. “It is a
combination of innovation, rapid speed and
the latest intelligence,” the official said.
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Jafari, Beiranvand
nominated for AFC
Awards Bangkok
2026

TEHRAN - Marzieh Jafari and Alireza Bei-
ranvand from Iran have been nominated
for the Asian Football Confederation (AFC)
Awards Bangkok 2026.

A glittering list of nominees was revealed
by the AFC for the ceremony, which is slated
to take place on Nov. 19.

The 30th edition of the star-studded cere-
mony will be staged in Thailand for a second
time since its capital city first played host in
2017, with the intricate Aksra Theatre King
Power to serve as the venue once again.

Jafari and Park Youn-jeong each vie for
a second win in the AFC Coach of the Year
(Women) prize with Ma Xiaoxu. Jafari helped
Bam Khatoon qualify for the Group Stage
of the AFC Women's Champions League
2026/27.

She also had impressive performance with
Iran’s women'’s national football team.

Beiranvand, Feras Al Brikan and Salem Al
Dawsari are in contention for the AFC Player
of the Year trophy.

A stellar showing at the FIFA World Cup
2026 underlined Alireza Beiranvand’s world-
class abilities as Iran narrowly missed out
on the Round of 32 on goal difference. His
nation’s most-capped custodian, he also en-
joyed a solid club campaign by helping Trac-
tor FC to the AFC Champions League Elite
2025/26 Round of 16. This is the 34-year-
old’s second nomination, after his first in
2019.

Also, Hossein Tayebi (Gohar Zamin [IRN]
and IRN) and Saeid Ahmad Abbasi (Giti Pas-
and [IRN] and IRN) vie for the AFC Futsal
Player of the Year with Muhammad Osaman-
musa (Jimbee Cartagena [ESP] and THA).

Men’s wheelchair
basketball start
on high in Nagoya
2026

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s wheelchair basket-
ball team defeated Iraq 81-23 in their open-
ing match of the 2026 Asian Para Games.

Iran will meet South Korea in Group B on
Saturday.

Team Melli are scheduled to face the Phil-
ippines on Monday.

Iran have an impressive record at previ-
ous editions of the Asian Para Games, having
won one silver medal and secured two third-
place finishes across the last four editions.
The team now hope to build on that record
in Nagoya, overcome the challenges of their
long journey and launch their campaign with
avictory over Iraqg.

Iran blind football
lose to Thailand at
2026 Asian Para
Games

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s blind football team
opened their campaign with a 1-0 loss to
Thailand at the Asian Para Games on Friday.

In the match held at the Tsuruma Park Mul-
tipurpose Ground, Nagoya, Kittikorn Baodee
scored the solitary goal of the match.

Team Melli will play South Korea on Satur-
day.

Blind football is a sport played in teams of
five by athletes with vision impairments. Of
those athletes, four are outfielders and one
is a goalie. The rules are similar to the official
FIFArules with a few adjustments. Each team
competes to score a goal on their opponent’s
side of the field.

SPORTS

Iran win U23 World
Greco-Roman
team title

TEHRAN - Iran U23 Greco-Roman team
managed to win the team title of the U23
World Championships in Las Vegas, United
States.

Iran finished with 119 points, five more
than Kazakhstan which finished a surprising
second with 114 points. Russia was third with
105 points.

Asian silver medalist Erfan Jarkani held
on to a 1-1 criteria lead against Manato Na-
kamura (JPN) to win the 63kg gold. Nakamu-
ra challenged at the end of the bout but there
was no foul or fleeing from Jarkani, who won
with a final score of 2-1.

At 87kg, Yasin Yazdi, also a Asian Cham-
pionships silver medalist, won his career
first-ever gold medal with a 4-0 victory over
Temirlan Turdakyn from Kazakhstan in the fi-
nal. He got the par terre position in the first
period but did not score any points.

However, he began the second period with
a takedown and that eliminated any chanc-
es of him being put in par terre. Yazdi was
awarded the second passivity as well which
extended his lead to 4-0.

“I'd been waiting for this gold for about two
orthree years,” Yazdi said. “l was able to win it
here, and | hope | can keep winning gold med-
als in the future”

Yazdi said that before the final, he was
aware of the Turdakyn’s shortcoming and
prepared more for exchanges in standing
than par terre.

“Before the final, | knew | could win the
match because | felt my opponent wasn't as
well-prepared as | was,” he said. “My oppo-
nent was tall and | may have trouble taking
him down and controlling him on the mat. So,
| focused most of my effort on the standing
exchanges. | could tell that my opponent was
starting to get tired in the last 30 seconds of
the first period, so in the second period | put
even more pressure on him”

Women’s
wheelchair
basketball fall to
Japan in Nagoya

TEHRAN - Iran’s women’s wheelchair bas-
ketball team opened their campaign at the
2026 Asian Para Games in Nagoya with a
65-20 defeat against hosts Japan.

The Iranian team struggled to contain Ja-
pan’s experienced players in the opening
quarter, as the hosts launched a series of ef-
fective attacks and converted their scoring
opportunities to establish an early advan-
tage. Iran lost the first quarter 22-4, leaving
the team facing a significant deficit from the
outset.

Japan maintained its momentum through-
out the game, while Iran found it difficult
to close the gap against the home side. The
match marked the beginning of the women’s
team’s campaign at the continental compe-
tition.

Iran will next face South Korea in their sec-
ond match, aiming to respond to the opening
loss and deliver a stronger performance in
the upcoming contest.

Earlier in the day, Iran’s men’s wheelchair
basketball team enjoyed a successful start
to its campaign, defeating Iraq 81-23. The
convincing victory provided a positive result
for the Iranian delegation in the wheelchair
basketball competition.

With their next match approaching, Iran’s
women will look to regroup and build on their
experience against Japan as they continue
their journey at the Asian Para Games.

The 2026 Asian Para Games bring togeth-
er athletes from across Asia to compete in a
wide range of para sports, showcasing their
skill, determination and competitive spirit.

Iran issues post-war tourism recovery

TEHRAN - Iran’s tourism
ministry has issued a strategic
and operational plan to revive
the country’s tourism industry
during the transition and post-
war periods, with a focus on re-
building its international tourism
brand, improving competitive-
ness and coordinating recovery
measures nationwide.

Anoushirvan Mohseni-Band-
pey, deputy tourism minister,
said the document had been ap-
proved by the minister of cultural
heritage, tourism and handi-
crafts and sent to provincial de-
partments for implementation,
according to a report published
by the ministry and carried by
IRNA.

The plan aims to establish a
common framework for deci-
sion-making, prioritize practical
measures and coordinate tour-
ism recovery efforts at national
and provincial levels. It also seeks
to move beyond simply restoring
conditions that existed before
the crisis by redefining Iran’s
competitive advantages and
aligning its tourism offerings
with emerging global trends.

The document identifies three
priority tourism product groups:
nature-based tourism, ecotour-
ism and community-based tour-
ism; health tourism, including
medical services, wellness and
mental and psychological recov-
ery; and cultural and historical
tourism.

According to the deputy min-
ister, these sectors could help

and competltlveness strategy

Parts of the UNESCO-listed Golestan Palace, which is located in downtown Tehran, were damaged in
Israeli and US strikes in early March 2026.

strengthen Iran’s position in in-
ternational tourism markets by
drawing on the country’s geo-
graphical diversity, cultural her-
itage and specialized services.

He said the strategy was de-
signed not only to set priorities
and outline a long-term vision
but also to establish mecha-
nisms for implementing, moni-
toring and evaluating recovery
measures.

Mohseni-Bandpey said regu-
lar monitoring would help iden-
tify implementation obstacles,

enable timely adjustments and
provide a clearer assessment of
progress toward the strategy’s
objectives.

He stressed that successful
tourism recovery would depend
on linking strategic policymak-
ing with practical implemen-
tation, institutional coordina-
tion and continuous evaluation.
Consistent implementation, he
said, could help strengthen the
country’s competitive position,
rebuild its tourism brand and
support a more sustainable in-

dustry aligned with global devel-
opments.

The strategy comes as Iran’s
tourism industry faces severe
disruption following the out-
break of war on Feb. 28, when the
United States and Israel launched
strikes against Iran. The conflict
prompted widespread airspace
closures and flight suspensions
across the region, disrupting in-
ternational travel and undermin-
ing visitor confidence.

Minai’i pottery: The exquisite Iranian art
lost after the Mongol invasion

TEHRAN - Combining intricate craftsman-
ship with scenes from Persian epic literature,
minai’i ceramics transformed ordinary ves-
sels into richly illustrated works of art during
Iran’s Seljuk period. The tradition flourished
in the late 12th and early 13th centuries be-
fore disappearing amid the upheavals of the
Mongol period.

A bowl preserved at New York’s Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art captures a scene from the
story of Bahram Gur and Azadeh, depicting
the legendary Sasanian king hunting along-
side Azadeh, a harp-playing woman. Made
in Iran in the late 12th or early 13th century,
the bowl features multicolored painting and
gilding, demonstrating the technical skill and
artistic imagination of medieval Iranian pot-
ters.

When pottery became a storytelling
medium

Minai’i potters transformed bowls, plates
and other vessels into miniature pictorial
worlds featuring horsemen, hunters, musi-
cians and characters from Persian literature.
Rather than merely decorating functional
objects, they used their curved surfaces to
narrate stories through carefully arranged
figures and scenes.

Episodes associated with the Shahnameh,
the Persian epic composed by Ferdowsi
around the turn of the 11th century, feature
prominently among the subjects. Other mo-
tifs include royal hunts, courtly gatherings,
musical performances and encounters be-
tween legendary characters.

These ceramics provide valuable evidence
of how Persian literary narratives were
translated into visual art before the Mongol
period. In some cases, their imagery predates
the earliest surviving illustrated Shahnameh
manuscripts by nearly a century, according to
the Metropolitan Museum.

The bowl depicting Bahram Gur and Azadeh
is particularly revealing. The story combines
a royal hunting expedition with a confronta-
tion over the treatment of animals, ending in
tragedy. By bringing together elements of the
narrative, the artist compressed a complex
literary episode into a single composition.

The Metropolitan Museum holds a notable
collection of Iranian minai’i ceramics, includ-
ing bowls decorated with human figures,
horsemen and abstract motifs, as well as an
ewer bearing a procession of riders and Kufic
inscriptions.

Another important example is a large ewer
preserved at the Los Angeles County Muse-
um of Art (LACMA), attributed to Kashan in
central Iran and dated to the late 12th or early
13th century. It illustrates the scale and com-

Bowl, m/na//( ‘enameled ) ware, Iran, late
12th-early 13th century.

plexity of the craft.
A demanding process behind the beauty

The sophistication of minai’i pottery lay
as much in its production technique as in its
imagery. The term derives from the Persian
word mina, meaning enamel, and is used
for ceramics decorated with multiple colors
applied both beneath and over a glaze. The
technique is also known as enameled ware.

The vessels were generally made from
stonepaste, also called fritware, a ceramic
material composed principally of crushed
quartz, glass frit and a smaller proportion
of clay. This mixture produced a relatively
light-colored body suitable for fine vessels
covered with an opaque glaze.

Decoration required multiple firings. Some
pigments were applied beneath the glaze be-
fore the initial firing. Additional colors were
painted over the fired glaze and fixed in a
second firing, usually at a lower temperature.
Gold could also be incorporated into the dec-
oration.

The process demanded exceptional preci-
sion. The temperature had to be sufficient to
fix the additional pigments without damag-
ing the existing glaze or earlier decoration.
An error during firing could ruin an exten-
sively decorated vessel.

These labor-intensive, technically demand-
ing procedures made minai’i ceramics costly
luxury objects. Their production required ex-
pertise in materials, kiln temperatures and
painting, resulting in vessels distinguished
by their rich colors, intricate figures, elabo-
rate costumes, decorative borders and gilded
details.

Kashan and the rise of luxury ceramics

Kashan, in central Iran, is closely associated
with minai’i production and was an important

center of luxury ceramics during the late 12th
and early 13th centuries. Museum catalogues
and art-historical studies attribute many
surviving examples to the city.

The LACMA ewer, for instance, is attributed
to Kashan and identified as fritware decorat-
ed with both inglaze and overglaze painting.
However, the available evidence does not
establish Kashan as the origin of every sur-
viving minai’i vessel. The precise origins of in-
dividual objects and the extent of production
at particular workshops remain subjects of
scholarly investigation.

The tradition emerged during a period of
experimentation in Iranian ceramic art, as
potters sought to expand their color palettes
and create increasingly elaborate designs.
The appearance of literary characters on
these vessels also demonstrates how Per-
sian stories circulated beyond written texts
into other artistic forms.

Minai’i ceramics thus offer insights into
the relationship between literature, courtly
culture and visual representation in medi-
eval Iran. Their carefully composed scenes
preserve evidence of how artists interpreted
familiar narratives and adapted them to the
limited surfaces of bowls and other vessels.

An art interrupted

Minai’i production ceased as a recognizable
luxury-ware tradition during the upheavals of
the 13th century, coinciding with the Mongol
invasions of Iran. The precise circumstances
of its disappearance remain uncertain, how-
ever, and the available evidence does not es-
tablish the invasions as its sole cause.

Other forms of Iranian ceramic production
continued and evolved under subsequent
rulers. The disappearance of minai'i therefore
marked the end of a particular combination
of materials, techniques and figurative dec-
oration, rather than the end of sophisticated
pottery-making in Iran.

The surviving examples have a relatively
narrow chronology, with many dating from
the late 12th to the early 13th century. Today,
collections in New York and Los Angeles pre-
serve tangible evidence of this short-lived
but highly accomplished tradition.

Aminai’i vessel was more than a household
object: it was a work of art that combined lit-
erary storytelling, technical experimentation
and ornamental design. Centuries after the
workshops that produced them fell silent,
these ceramics continue to reveal how Irani-
anartisans transformed clay, glass, pigments
and gold into some of the most sophisticated
vessels of the medieval Islamic world.



Pezeshkian urges ‘peace diplomacy’ to
protect biodiversity, condemns ecocide

TEHRAN - President Masoud
Pezeshkian has called for “peace
diplomacy” to protect biodiversi-
ty, condemning the devastating
environmental impact of wars of
aggression as ecocide and urg-
ing the international community
to establish effective, transpar-
ent and enforceable mechanisms
to safeguard natural heritage
during wartime.

Speaking on Friday, October 16,
at the summit of heads of state
and government held as part of
the 17th Conference of the Par-
ties to the Convention on Biolog-
ical Diversity (COP17) in Yerevan,
Pezeshkian said war is not only a
threat to people and infrastruc-
ture but also a direct driver of
environmental destruction.

“War burns forests, destroys
wetlands, contaminates soil and
water, and displaces wildlife,” he
said.

Pezeshkian described environ-
mental cooperation as a bridge
between nations, stressing that
biodiversity conservation could
serve as an important pillar of
“peace diplomacy.”

“In a region facing security
crises stemming from the ille-
gal and expansionist presence
of powers, as well as climate
change, water scarcity and eco-
system degradation, environ-
mental cooperation can build
bridges between nations,” he
said.

Such cooperation, he added,
can pave the way for peace and
security for all, peace with na-
ture, and a future in which hu-
man life is aligned and in harmo-
ny with the natural world.

“Today, we stand at a pivotal
moment in history when biodi-
versity is no longer merely a sci-
entific or environmental concern.
It is also an issue of peace and
security, human health, food and
water security, and intergener-
ational justice for all the inhabi-
tants of our planet,” Pezeshkian
stressed.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
was among the first countries
to recognize the legal and in-
ternational significance of this
issue and become a party to the
Convention on Biological Diver-
sity (CBD). However, Iran’s rela-
tionship with biodiversity goes
far beyond its membership in an
international convention.

With an ancient tradition of liv-
ing in harmony with nature and
an extraordinary diversity of eco-
systems, species and genetic re-
sources, Iran is the custodian of
an invaluable and irreplaceable
natural wealth. This heritage is
the result of millions of years of
evolution, natural dynamism and
adaptation, and is reflected in
the culture, customs, livelihoods,
indigenous knowledge and his-
torical identity of the people of
this land.

Owing to its exceptional geo-
graphical location, Iran lies at
the intersection of several bio-
geographical regions. From the
Hyrcanian and Arasbaran forests
to the Zagros Mountains, and
from arid and desert landscapes
to the coasts of the Persian Gulf,
the Sea of Oman and the Caspian
Sea, Iran is home to thousands of
plant and animal species, as well
as valuable genetic resources.
These natural assets underpin
the country’s ecological stabil-
ity and sustainability, provide a
vital foundation for water and
food security and human health,
strengthen resilience to natural
hazards, and serve as a corner-
stone of sustainable develop-
ment.

In Iran, biodiversity, together
with climatic and geographical
diversity, is deeply intertwined
with human history and civiliza-
tion. Friendship with, respect for
and protection of nature are inte-
gral to the cultural, religious and

ritual identity of Iranians. Nature
has long been regarded as an in-
separable part of human life and
atrust to be preserved for future
generations. Many tradition-
al ways of life, agricultural and
livestock-raising practices, the
use of medicinal plants, and the
indigenous knowledge of Iranian
communities have evolved over
time through an understanding
of and adaptation to nature, re-
flecting thousands of years of
interaction between humans and
the natural world.

For Iran, therefore, biodiversi-
ty conservation means far more
than protecting species and their
habitats. It means safeguarding
a natural, cultural and civiliza-
tional heritage.

In my country, drawing on a
long-standing culture of respect
for nature and in line with na-
tional and international goals
and commitments, the National
Biodiversity Strategies and Ac-
tion Plan has been developed
and approved. The Department
of Environment has been desig-
nated as the national coordinat-
ing authority, while a mechanism
for non-governmental participa-
tion, with priority given to local
communities, has also received
government approval.”

He highlighted that protecting
threatened species and restor-
ing vulnerable populations are
among the key priorities. These
efforts include expanding pro-
tected areas and monitoring
flagship wildlife species.

“War does not target only hu-
man lives and economic infra-
structure. It also damages na-
ture: burning forests, destroying
wetlands, contaminating soil,
threatening water resources,
destroying habitats, displacing
wildlife, and introducing chemi-
cals and heavy metals into nat-
ural cycles. The environmental
consequences of war can persist
for years after hostilities have
ended.

The international commu-
nity now recognizes that envi-
ronmental destruction during
armed conflicts is not a minor or
incidental consequence of war.
Such damage is directly linked
to the security and well-being of
future generations.

In our region, including Iran,
the environmental consequences
of military conflicts must receive
greater attention from the inter-
national community. The war of
aggression launched by the Unit-
ed States and the Israeli regime
in our region has threatened
natural ecosystems and dam-
aged environmental protection
infrastructure built over years of
efforts to conserve biodiversity.
Attacks on industrial and energy
facilities, fires, pollutant emis-
sions, and soil and water con-
tamination have all contributed
to these threats.

This is not merely a domes-
tic issue or one confined with-
in a country’s political borders.
Nature recognizes no political
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boundaries, and the spread of
water, soil, and air pollution
does not stop at national fron-
tiers. The environmental damage
caused by war is therefore global
in nature and requires interna-
tional solutions.”

The effects of war on ecosys-
tems can persist for years or
even generations, affecting ar-
eas hundreds or thousands of
kilometers away. One stark ex-
ample is the scale of destruction
in Gaza, where, according to ex-
perts, parts of the territory’s soil
may remain incapable of sup-
porting natural life, vegetation,
and ecological cycles for hun-
dreds of years. The destruction
caused by wars of aggression in
our region amounts to what is
known as “ecocide,” or environ-
mental genocide, and must be
condemned, Pezeshkian under-
lined.

“The international community
is expected to establish effec-
tive, transparent, and enforce-
able mechanisms to protect
natural heritage and biodiversity.
No country should be allowed to
treat nature as a silent and de-
fenseless victim of war.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is
committed to implementing the
Convention on Biological Diver-
sity and advancing global goals
for nature conservation. In Iran,
we pursue the protection of
natural areas, wetlands, forests,
rangelands, wildlife habitats, and
genetic resources alongside sus-
tainable development.

However, we must be realis-
tic and fair. A country facing the
mounting pressures of climate
change, drought, water scarcity,
desertification, and dwindling
natural resources, while also
grappling with the effects of
economic sanctions and restrict-
ed access to technology and
financial resources, needs gen-
uine international cooperation
to implement its environmental
programs and repair the damage
it has sustained. This is particu-
larly true when the country has
been targeted in two consecu-
tive years by what it describes
as criminal wars involving the
extensive use of destructive and
prohibited weapons, with attacks
in many cases allegedly intended
to cause environmental damage,
including strikes on fuel storage
facilities in the capital”

He emphasized that biodiver-
sity conservation will remain
confined to negotiations, resolu-
tions, and the setting of targets
unless it is backed by adequate
financial resources, equitable ac-
cess to knowledge and technolo-
gy, and capacity-building.

“If developing countries are
expected to protect their forests,
wetlands, species, and genet-
ic resources, they must also be
provided with the means to ful-
fill that responsibility. This is the
true meaning of environmental
justice.

We therefore call on United
Nations agencies, international
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financial institutions, and rele-
vant organizations and bodies
working in environmental pro-
tection and sustainable develop-
ment to strengthen mechanisms
for mobilizing financial resourc-

es, assessing environmental
damage, restoring damaged
ecosystems, and supporting af-
fected countries in addressing
the environmental consequences
of armed conflicts.”

In conclusion, Pezeshkian said
that the Islamic Republic of Iran
stands ready to cooperate con-
structively with the international
community in this joint effort by
sharing its scientific and aca-
demic capacities and experience
with other countries.

“We believe that biodiversi-
ty conservation can serve as an
important pillar of “peace diplo-
macy.

In a region grappling with se-
curity crises stemming from the
unlawful and expansionist pres-
ence of powers, climate change,
water scarcity, and ecosystem
degradation, environmental co-
operation can build bridges be-
tween nations. These bridges
can pave the way toward peace
and security for all, peace with
nature, and a future in which hu-
man life is aligned with and har-
monious with the natural world.

It is a future free from war,
bloodshed, and destruction,
in  which biodiversity serves
as a shared foundation for the
well-being and prosperity of
present and future generations.”

Biodiversity - The Web of Life

Biological diversity - or biodi-
versity - is the term given to the
variety of life on Earth and the
natural patterns it forms. The
biodiversity we see today is the
fruit of billions of years of evolu-
tion, shaped by natural process-
es and, increasingly, by the influ-
ence of humans. It forms the web
of life of which we are an integral
part and upon which we so fully
depend.

This diversity is often under-
stood in terms of the wide va-
riety of plants, animals and mi-
croorganisms. So far, about 1.75
million species have been identi-
fied, mostly small creatures such
as insects. Scientists reckon that
there are actually about 13 mil-
lion species, though estimates
range from three to 100 million.

Signed by 150 government
leaders at the 1992 Rio Earth
Summit, the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity is dedicated to
promoting sustainable develop-
ment. Conceived as a practical
tool for translating the princi-
ples of Agenda 21 into reality,
the Convention recognizes that
biological diversity is about more
than plants, animals and micro-
organisms and their ecosystems
- itis about people and our need
for food security, medicines,
fresh air and water, shelter, and a
clean and healthy environment in
which to live.
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Tehran hosts 8th national conference on soil
conservation and watershed management

TEHRAN - Tehran played host to the 8th
national conference on soil conservation and
watershed management on October 13 and
14, under the theme ‘successful experiences,
national and international lessons learned’.

The conference was hosted by the Inter-
national Center for Integrated Management
of Watershed and Bio-Resources in Arid and
Semi-Arid Regions (ICIMWB), as one of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) category 2
centers in the field of water and natural sci-
ences, the Agricultural Research, Education,
and Extension Organization, and Iran’s Na-
tional Commission for UNESCO.

Bringing together researchers, experts, ex-
ecutive managers, and representatives from
national and international institutions, the
8th conference served as a platform for the
exchange of knowledge and experience, and
the enhancement of collaborations for the
conservation of fundamental resources and
the sustainable management of watersheds.

Addressing the event, Secretary-General
of Iran’s National Commission for UNESCO
Hassan Fartousi, highlighted the protection
of water and soil as the fundamental re-
quirement for food security and sustainable
development.

Referring to challenges such as water
scarcity, soil erosion, drought, and land deg-
radation, the official emphasized the impor-
tance of integrated watershed management
and the use of scientific and interdisciplinary
approaches.

The conservation of natural resources
needs to be integrated into the country’s de-
velopment plan. The realization of the goal
requires connecting research, policymaking,
and practical implementation, as well as
promoting the participation of responsible
agencies and local communities, he noted.

For his part, Levan Bouadze, the newly ap-

pointed Resident Representative of the Unit-
ed Nations Development Program (UNDP) in
Iran, said soil erosion and land degradation
are among the major environmental chal-
lenges whose consequences extend beyond
the natural environment, affecting the eco-
nomic and social well-being of human soci-
eties.

Highlighting that soil health and food secu-
rity are interconnected, the official said that
the loss of soil resources not only threatens
food security, but also impacts the livelihood
of local communities and the sustainability of
ecosystems.

The official called for enhancing man-
agement capacities and utilizing scientific
knowledge to identify natural hazards and
mitigate the vulnerability of ecosystems.

Referring to the UNDP’s cooperation with
Iranian institutions, the official said the im-
plementation of joint projects aimed at pro-
tecting natural resources and combating
land degradation provides a great oppor-
tunity for the exchange of expertise and the
development of practical solutions.

The official went on to say that research-
ers and scientists can facilitate precise de-
cision-making by generating knowledge and
providing scientific solutions, while the gov-
ernment can translate these findings into
actionable plans and measures.

Disaster Risk Reduction Week:
building resilience starts at home

TEHRAN - Iran is marking Disaster Risk Re-
duction Week from October 13 to 19, focusing
on the importance of improving the health of
individuals, families, and the safety of homes,
raising public awareness, and strengthening
family economic resilience before the disas-
ter strikes.

The beginning of the week coincided with
the International Disaster Risk Reduction
Day, IRNA reported.

The days of the week highlight the follow-
ing topics:

Tuesday, October 13, ‘healthy individual, the
cornerstone of societal resilience’

Wednesday, October 14, ‘family mental
health, the first step towards resilience’

Thursday, October 15, ‘a safe and resilient
home for everyone’

Friday, October 16, ‘raising social children, a
resilient generation’

Saturday, October 17, ‘a resilient home,
simple steps to take from now on’

Sunday, October 18, ‘resilience culture,
training everyone’

Monday, October 19, ‘family economy, a re-
silient family’

The International Day for Disaster Risk Re-
duction was started in 1989, aftera call by the
United Nations General Assembly for a day to
promote a global culture of risk-awareness
and disaster reduction. Held every 13 Octo-
ber, the day celebrates how people and com-
munities around the world are reducing their
exposure to disasters and raising awareness
about the importance of reining in the risks
that they face.

Themed ‘Resilience Starts at Home', this
year the day highlights that everyone de-
serves a home that is safe, affordable and
able to withstand the hazards around it.
There’s no place like home. It is where we
seek comfort, safety and shelter. But when
floods rise, extreme heat takes hold or other
hazards strike, the place meant to protect us
can become the frontline of disaster.

Making that possible takes more than in-
dividual preparedness. Governments need
safer planning and building standards; busi-

nesses must put long-term safety before
short-term gains; and communities need in-
formation, resources, and a voice in decisions
about where and how they live.

Around the world, solutions are already
taking shape — from families moving to saf-
er homes in the Philippines to centuries-old
earthen building techniques keeping homes
cooler across West Africa.

Because resilience is not only about re-
building after disaster. It starts before disas-
ter strikes, and it starts at home.

UNESCO chair inaugurated

In September, Minister of Science, Re-
search, and Technology Hossein Simaei-Sar-
raf, and the Secretary-General of Iran’s
National Commission for UNESCO, Hassan
Fartousi, inaugurated the UNESCO Chair in
Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience Engi-
neering at Kharazmi University.

The chair is established on a synergis-
tic approach aligned with the Sendai Global
Framework for Risk Reduction, the Sustain-
able Development Goals, and UNESCO’s ap-
proaches to expanding education, science,
technology, knowledge exchange, climate
considerations, and the development of sus-
tainable communities, msrt.ir reported.

According to Kharazmi University, the es-
tablishment of the chair represents a scien-
tific and strategic imperative, given the cur-
rent national and regional conditions in the
country, such as climate change, the grow-
ing complexity of hazards, the expansion of
human settlements, technological and hu-
man-induced risks, and the cascading effects
of disasters.

This UNESCO Chair develops effective
methods to assess and mitigate risks from
natural hazards to existing and new school
infrastructure, contributing to improved eq-
uitable access to safe learning environments
for children in vulnerable communities, en-
suring continuity of education services, and
reducing life losses. The Chair has created
a community for resilience engineering ex-
ceeding 3,000 members from more than 100
countries, instrumental in sharing knowl-
edge to support disaster risk reduction ini-
tiatives.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

He is the wisest and the most knowing man who advises
people not to lose hope and faith in the Mercy of Allah and
not to be too sure and over-confident of immunity from His
Wrath and Punishment.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times »

Noon:11:50 Evening: 17:45 Dawn: 4:50 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:13 (tomorrow)

“Land of Angels” selected for Antalya
Golden Orange Film Festival

TEHRAN- Iranian filmmaker Babak Khaje-
hpasha’s “Land of Angels” will be screened
at the 63rd International Antalya Golden Or-
ange Film Festival in Tlrkiye, continuing its
presence at international film events.

Produced by Manouchehr Mohammadi, the
film has been selected for “Roots, Light, and
Cameral,” a special section of the festival's
international program dedicated to filmmak-
ers who continue to create under difficult
circumstances, particularly amid war and
occupation, according to the festival’s official
announcement.

The section brings together films from
Iran, Lebanon, Ukraine and Palestine, high-
lighting cinema as a means of expression
and a way to document human experiences
in times of conflict. “Land of Angels” will have
its Turkish premiere at the festival, which is
scheduled to run from October 24 to 31in the
Mediterranean city of Antalya.

The film tells a story set against the
backdrop of the war in Gaza, focusing on
the lives and dreams of children amid con-
flict and humanitarian suffering. Syrian
actress Sulaf Fawakherji stars in the pro-
duction, alongside child actors from Iranian

and Arab backgrounds.

“Land of Angels” previously received five
Crystal Simorgh awards at the 44th Fajr Film
Festivalin Iran, including honors for best film,
directing, leading actress, production design
and visual effects. It has also participated in
international film events, including the Kazan
International Muslim Film Festival in Russia.

In early October, the film was selected to
represent Iran in the international feature
film category at the 99th Academy Awards,
scheduled for 2027. The selection makes it
Iran’s official submission for consideration,
although it does not guarantee a place on the
Oscar shortlist or among the final nominees.

The Antalya Golden Orange Film Festival,
first held in 1964, is Tlrkiye's longest-run-
ning film festival and one of its major cine-
matic events. Its annual program features
Turkish and international productions, bring-
ing filmmakers and industry professionals
together to showcase diverse approaches to
cinema.

International distribution of “Land of An-
gels” is handled by the Soureh International
Department.

Cartoon of Day

Bloom Again
Cartoonist: José Alberto Rodriguez Avila from Cuba
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Majidi denounces US war on Iran as
his film wins top prize at 31st Busan

TEHRAN - Majid Majidi re-
ceived the Best Film Award at
the 31st Busan International Film
Festival (BIFF) on Thursday for
his latest film “Midday Meal”.

Winning the award, the re-
nowned director secured a direct
entry for his film, which had its
world premiere at the festival,
for consideration at the upcom-
ing Academy Awards, Honaron-
line reported.

Starting this year, the grand
prize winner under the Busan
Award competition section au-
tomatically gains qualification to
submit for the Best Internation-
al Feature Film category at the
Academy Awards. The Best Film
Award also comes with a cash
prize of 50 million won ($37180).

Iran has already chosen Babak
Khajehpasha’s “Land of Angels,’
a drama about children endur-
ing the war in Gaza, as its official
submission for the 99th Acad-
emy Awards. But “Midday Meal”
now has an open, alternate route
to the race.

At the closing ceremony of the
festival, jury president Zhang
Yimou, Chinese filmmaking leg-
end, praised “Midday Meal” as
the ideal film and noted that
all seven jury members agreed
unanimously on the selection.
Buzz around Majidi’'s movie had
been building on the ground in
Busan all week, with many pre-
dicting — correctly — that it
would take home the top prize.

Receiving the award, Majidi ex-
pressed his gratitude to the fes-
tival. He said it was an honor to
receive such a huge prize on his
first visit to Busan, adding that
the energy came from the love of
his late mother.

He dedicated the award to the
“brave people of Iran” who are
“still resisting against oppres-
sion” and “never give up”.

Referring to economic sanc-
tions imposed on Iran, the Irani-
an filmmaker said, “For 48 years,
our people have been subjected
to the harshest economic sanc-
tions, to the extent that even
access to medical assistance for
treating children with cancer has

been denied. Despite this, they
have not surrendered”

Majidi also referred to military
attacks on Iran, saying, “You have
all witnessed how, when they
realized that the Iranian people
would not surrender, they re-
peatedly subjected our country
and cities to the most intense
and brutal bombardments.”

He went on to describe the kill-
ing of children on the first day of
the attacks, saying, “On the first
day of the attack, 168 innocent
children were torn apart, and
the bodies of some of them were
never found.”

Referring to attacks on homes,
universities and residential ar-
eas, as well as the deaths of
thousands of people, Majidi
questioned why the Iranian peo-
ple should have to pay such a
price.

“What do you think our peo-
ple’s crime is? They simply want
to be independent, and we will
stand firm to the very end,” he
said. “I wish for a future with no
more war, full of peace, love, and
friendship,” he concluded.

Earlier in the festival, Majidi
spoke at length at a press con-
ference about how he had nearly
declined the invitation to travel
to South Korea because he felt
depressed and exhausted by
the dire situation at home. He
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ultimately decided that the trip
would allow him and his film to
convey “some kind of small mes-
sage from my people to the peo-
ple of other nations and other
places.”

“Midday Meal” dazzled critics
in Busan with its powerful, para-
ble-like storytelling and assured
visual style. The film follows
Davoud Soulan (Mohammad
Rahimi), a contract teacher in a
remote village in southeastern
Iran whose hopes of securing
a permanent government job
are jeopardized when a wealthy
benefactor dies and the free
lunches that keep his impover-
ished pupils coming to school
disappear. Determined to save
both his school and his future,
Soulan resorts to increasingly
desperate measures, including
dangerous cross-border fuel
smuggling, as his natural decen-
cy comes into conflict with his
modest ambitions.

The film continues Majidi's
longstanding thematic preoc-
cupation with the moral pres-
sures faced by people on soci-
ety’s margins, as seen in earlier
festival-winning works like “The
Color of Paradise” (1999) and
“Baran” (2001).

For “Midday Meal,” he assem-
bled an entirely nonprofessional
cast through street casting in the

region, setting their performanc-
es against the stark, otherworld-
ly landscape of Iran’s so-called
Martian Mountains.

Majidi and cinematographer
Houman Behmanesh capture
much of the drama with a glid-
ing camera, often placing their
protagonist against the region’s
rugged, otherworldly landscape.
The film gradually takes on the
quality of an enigmatic existen-
tialist parable.

The film marks the first time
Majidi has been invited to Busan,
having previously played Cannes,
Berlin and Venice over the past
35 years. He is Iran’s most sub-
mitted filmmaker to the interna-
tional category of the Academy
Awards, landing a nomination in
1999 with “Children of Heaven”
and making the shortlist in 2021
with “Sun Children”.

With its humanist approach to
social realism and its particular
focus on child welfare, “Midday
Meal” is of a piece with Maji-
di's oeuvre, which includes such
films as “The Color of Paradise”
and the 2020 Venice competition
entry “Sun Children”; he remains
best known internationally for
his 1998 film “Children of Heav-
en,” the first Iranian production
ever to be nominated in the cat-
egory today named Best Interna-
tional Feature.

“The Whisperer” comes to Iranian bookstores

TEHRAN- A Persian translation of Ital-
ian writer Donato Carrisi’'s debut novel “The
Whisperer” has recently been published by
Vazn-e Donya Publications in Tehran.

The book has been translated into Persian
by Azam Rasouli.

“The Whisperer” is a psychological crime
thriller that combines a disturbing series of
disappearances with an increasingly complex
investigation into the nature of evil. Origi-
nally published in Italian as “Il suggeritore”
in 2009, the book became an international
bestseller and was translated into numerous
languages.

The book begins with the discovery of six
severed arms buried in a forest clearing,
setting off a chilling investigation. Arranged
in a mysterious circle, five of the arms are
believed to belong to young girls who have
disappeared. The sixth victim remains un-
identified, and investigators have no bodies
to establish whether the missing children are
alive or dead.

The case brings together Mila Vasquez, a
police investigator with a particular talent for
locating missing children, and Dr. Goran Gavi-
la, a distinguished criminologist who leads
the investigative team. Although their per-
sonalities and approaches differ, they must
work together to uncover the truth behind
the gruesome discovery.

The investigators initially believe they
have identified the perpetrator, whom they
associate with the name “Albert” However,
the apparent solution quickly begins to un-
ravel. Evidence connects the suspect to the
first disappearance but fails to establish his
involvement in the subsequent cases. Clues
surrounding another missing girl point in
a different direction, raising the possibility
that the team has misunderstood the crimes
or that someone is deliberately manipulating
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the investigation.

As the case develops, the detectives con-
front a succession of disturbing discoveries
and apparent contradictions. The possibility
ofacopycatkiller further complicatestheir ef-
forts, while the investigation exposes weak-
nesses within the team and places increasing
pressure on its members. Vasquez and Gavila
must reconsider their assumptions repeat-
edly as they attempt to understand the logic
behind the crimes.

The search becomes more than a conven-
tional hunt for a serial killer. It turns into a
psychological contest in which the investiga-
tors must determine who is controlling the
flow of evidence and why the truth remains
so difficult to grasp. Their professional part-
nership is tested as the danger intensifies,
and their personal vulnerabilities become in-

creasingly relevant to the case.

The novel builds toward a series of reve-
lations that challenge the investigators’ un-
derstanding of the crimes. Carrisi uses mis-
direction and shifting perspectives to keep
readers uncertain about the identity, motives
and methods of the person behind the disap-
pearances.

The book received significant recognition
in Italy, winning the 2009 Premio Bancarel-
la. It also earned international recognition
and was translated into multiple languages,
establishing Carrisi as a prominent writer of
crime fiction.

“The Whisperer” is the first novel featuring
Mila Vasquez, a character who returns in lat-
er books, including “The Lost Girls of Rome”
and “The Game of the Whisperer”. Its success
helped establish a series that explores disap-
pearances, criminal psychology and the dark-
er aspects of human behavior.

Critics have praised the novel’s intricate
plotting, unsettling atmosphere and repeat-
ed reversals of expectation, although some
have found its elaborate twists excessive.
Rather than relying solely on the mystery of
identifying a killer, Carrisi builds suspense
around the possibility that the investigation
itself is being manipulated. The result is a
dark, layered thriller that examines the diffi-
culty of distinguishing evidence from decep-
tion and understanding the motives behind
apparently incomprehensible crimes.

Born in Martina Franca, southern Italy,
in 1973, Donato Carrisi studied law before
specializing in criminology and behavioral
sciences. He worked as a television screen-
writer before making his literary debut with
“The Whisperer”. His academic background
informs the novel's detailed treatment of
criminal investigation and psychological be-
havior.



