Straight

8 Pages Price 500,000 Rials

Truth

EURO 47th

year No. 15457 Tuesday

WWW.TEHRANTIMES.COM

"TEHRAN TIMES

October 2026 Aban

1405 Jumada al-Awwal 1448

Lula defeats pro-Israel
Bolsonaro, dealing
Trump a major Latin

American blow

TEHRAN — Brazilians re-elected Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva on Sunday, October 25, giving
the 80-year-old leftist a fourth term and the
Trump administration its most consequential
defeat in the Western Hemisphere.

Lula took 51.8 percent to Senator Flavio Bol-
sonaro’s 48.2, a lead of more than 4 million
votes, three weeks after trailing by 2.2 million.
No one had ever won Brazil's presidency after
finishing second in the first round.

The result ends a run of seven straight right-
wing presidential wins in Latin America over 18
months. Brazil was supposed to be the prize
that completed the set.» Page 5

Who is the Hebrew-
speaking ‘fox applying
for the henhouse
guard job?’

By staff writer

TEHRAN — Having spent years whitewash-
ing Abu Dhabi’s submission to Israeli inter-
ests, Lana Nusseibeh is now being promoted
by her handlers to run the United Nations.

Nominated on Oct. 21, the 48-year-old min-
ister of state is the newest and most contested
entrant in the race to succeed Antonio Guterres,
and the objections started within hours.

Nusseibeh was born in 1978 into a family in
al-Quds (Jerusalem). Her grandfather Anwar
sat in Jordanian governments, her father Zaki
advises the UAE’s rulers, and her uncle Sari is
a philosophy professor. » Page 5

Milan event
commemorates child
victims of Gorla,

Minab and Gaza

TEHRAN- Italian artists and activists have
commemorated children killed in wars in the
country’s Gorla district, lran’'s Minab and the
Gaza Strip, marking the 82nd anniversary of
the bombing of an elementary school in Milan
during World War II.

The commemorations took place on Oc-
tober 20, the anniversary of the 1944 Gor-
la massacre, which claimed the lives of 184
children and 19 school staff members when
an Allied air raid struck the Francesco Crispi
elementary school in northern Milan.

This year’s anniversary carries additional
significance following the Italian parliament’s
approval of a law establishing October 20 as
a national day of remembrance for the child
victims of the Gorla massacre and children
killed in all wars. » Page 8

Leader to elites:

Profound, Accelerated Scientific
Surge Must Build Strong Iran

TEHRAN - A ceremony
honoring dozens of scientific
and sports medal-winners,
titled “Medal-Avaran-e Kes-
hvar-Doost”, was held at the
martyrdom site of Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei in central
Tehran, where a message by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba
Khamenei, was read out.

On the days coinciding with
the martyrdom anniversary of
Lady Fatima Zahra (pbuh), Aya-
tollah Sayyid Mojtaba Khamenei, the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution, issued a message ad-
dressed to Iran’s elites, as well as its scientific
and sports medalists, on Oct. 26.

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the
Merciful, the Leader said that according to one
of the narrations, these days coincide with the
martyrdom anniversary of the Master and Lady
of the women of Paradise, Lady Siddigah Tahi-

‘A strong Iran depends on scientific
and technological power, and
this core pillar is one of the most
important factors for shaping Iran s
role in the emerging global equations
and the new world order.”

rah, Fatimah Zahra (pbuh). It's remarkable that
the exact time of her martyrdom remains un-
known, just as the honorable resting place of
that divine light is still hidden.

He described her as an exemplary figure in wor-
ship, servitude and devotion to God, as a supreme
example in uniquely close companionship with the
Noble Prophet (pbuh), and as a valiant defender of
the Wilayah of the Commander of the Faithful. She

was a paragon in acquiring and
imparting knowledge, in situa-
tional astuteness and rising up
for the truth, in patience, sacri-
fice, selflessness, and compas-
sion for others, and as wife and
mother in raising the line of the
Infallible Imams (pbut). In one
word, he said, she’s a role model
forall believing men and women.

Iran, a manifestation of de-
termination and hope

The Leader said that among
the shining virtues of a so-
ciety based on the example of Lady Fatimah
(pbuh) is that it lays out a roadmap for the
revolutionary, Muslim nation of Iran for un-
dertaking great social movements, being
present in the fields of struggle and jihad,
participating in popular movements, and
even aspiring to achieve progress in the sci-
ences and serve others with humility without
expecting anything in return. » Page 3

Iran says Europe

has yet to offer
concrete proposal for
negotiations

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Esmaeil Bagaei said on Monday that
Tehran had received no concrete proposal
from European countries for negotiations,
questioning whether recent European calls
for diplomacy reflected a genuine change in
policy.

Speaking at his weekly press conference in
Tehran, Baqaei described the statements as
potentially no more than a political gesture,
criticizing France, Germany and the United
Kingdom for failing to explicitly condemn the
US-Israeli military aggression against Iran
over the past two years. » Page 3

leader stresses public
trust, swift action

against corruption

TEHRAN - Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Hosseini Khamenei
has emphasized the need for sincere public
service, stronger public trust in government
institutions, and decisive legal action against
corruption, Judiciary Chief Hojjatoleslam
Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei said.

Speaking about his meeting with the Lead-
er, Mohseni Ejei said Ayatollah Khamenei was
well-informed about a broad range of issues
and received information through multi-
ple channels rather than relying on a single
source. »Page3

Pakistani Mustafa
Prize laureate explores
nanotechnology in fight

against breast cancer

TEHRAN - Nanotechnology is opening new
avenues for breast cancer treatment by im-
proving drug delivery, overcoming resistance to
chemotherapy, and reducing damage to healthy
cells. Pakistani medicinal chemist Muhammad
Igbal Choudhary, a 2021 Mustafa Prize laureate,
is among the researchers exploring how ad-
vanced drug-delivery systems can make cancer
therapies more precise and effective.

Breast cancer remains a major global
health challenge, with patients often fac-
ing recurrence, drug resistance, and severe
treatment-related side effects. Conventional
chemotherapy targets rapidly dividing cells
but can also damage healthy tissues, includ-
ing hair follicles, the gastrointestinal lining,
and bone marrow. Meanwhile, cancer cells
can develop multidrug resistance (MDR) by
activating molecular pumps that expel drugs
before they can take effect. » Page 7
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foreign pressure.

Mottaki also assesses the potential
consequences of the upcoming U.S. con-
gressional elections and how the Trump
administration’s failed war against Iran
could shape the president’s political fu-

‘The Iranian people will neither
compromise nor surrender’

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN — Military attacks and economic pressure will not force
Iran into submission, says former foreign minister Manouchehr
Mottaki, who argues that Washington has failed to translate its
superior resources into its desired outcomes.

In an interview with the Tehran Times, Mottaki, now a lawmaker
and member of Parliament’s Economic Committee, discusses the
country’s wartime governance, its response to renewed sanc-
tions and its diplomatic efforts at recent Inter-Parliamentary
Union assemblies. He acknowledges the economic hard-
ships facing Iranians but maintains that public grievances
should not be mistaken for a willingness to yield to

Scan this OR code
to watch the video.
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TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Oil at $117 exposes Trump’s illusion

In its analysis, Kayhan discussed Iran’s posi-
tion on international affairs and its influence
over key strategic and economic routes. Ac-
cording to the newspaper, oil prices reaching
$117 per barrel sends a clear message to pol-
icymakers in Washington and Tel Aviv: Iran has
the ability to influence major economic and
vital waterways, making the threats issued
by Donald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu
increasingly difficult to carry out. Netanya-
hu continues to speak of the possibility of
toppling Iran’s government, while Trump still
claims he can bring the Iran issue to an end.
Such statements, the article argued, are driv-
en less by realities on the ground than by do-
mestic pressures, political rivalry, and internal
challenges. It concluded that Iran would not
remain passive in any future confrontation but
would seek to reshape the balance of power in
its favor through new military capabilities and
strategic doctrines.

Shargh: Waiting and maintaining readiness

Shargh examined how electoral consider-
ations in Israel and the United States may in-
fluence the policies of Netanyahu and Trump
toward Iran. Citing university professor Ali
Asghar Zargar, the newspaper argued that
upcoming elections have not yet reached a
stage where they can be regarded as the de-
cisive factor in determining whether conflict
with Iran could resume. According to Zargar,
Tehran is pursuing a strategy of buying time
while preserving its readiness and strategic
capabilities. Iranian policymakers are mon-
itoring developments closely and intend to
adjust their decisions according to future cir-
cumstances. Zargar noted that Iran is not cur-
rently in a position to launch preemptive mili-
tary action against either Israel or the United
States. Moreover, such action could bring se-
rious regional and international consequenc-
es. It might also encourage regional actors and
Washington to adopt tougher positions and
continue pressure on Iran. As a result, he be-
lieves that Iran’s current circumstances leave
little alternative but to maintain a policy cen-
tered on patience, caution, and preparedness
while awaiting further developments.

Khorasan: Elections under the shadow of war

Khorasan reviewed developments taking
place ahead of elections in Israel and their
possible connection to regional tensions. The
newspaper argued that several indicators,
including a notable rise in oil prices, a decline
in global gold prices, the departure of some
American diplomats from regional countries,
and security reports published by US media
outlets, could be interpreted as signs of an
approaching conflict. At the same time, even if
war does not occur, the effort to create a more
security-focused atmosphere may itself serve

political objectives. According to the analysis,
Washington’s actions could be intended both
to influence Iran’s calculations and to help
Netanyahu politically. Concerns about secu-
rity may encourage Israeli voters to support
Netanyahu’s continued leadership. It further
suggested that even if confrontation does not
emerge before the election, the possibility re-
mains afterward. In that scenario, Netanyahu
may continue emphasizing security threats in
order to strengthen his position, preserve his
government, and manage political challenges
from rival coalitions and opposition groups.

Resalat: Iran counts down to revenge

In an opinion piece, Resalat explored the
contrasting views of Iran and its enemies re-
garding the possibility of military action. Iran’s
adversaries believe an attack could weak-
en Tehran’s influence and restore conditions
in strategic waterways such as the Strait of
Hormuz. However, Iran views the prospect of
such an attack very differently, seeing it as an
opportunity to retaliate. According to Resalat,
those considering action against Iran seek to
weaken the country’s determination and re-
duce its impact on global markets. Yet the
paper argued that Iran remains committed to
responding forcefully if attacked. It portrayed
Iran not simply as a geographical territory
but as a historical force shaped by centuries
of conflict, foreign pressure, occupation, and
political challenges. The article concluded that
this experience has repeatedly enabled the
country to emerge from crises with a renewed
capacity for resistance and endurance.

Arman-e-Melli: Proposal to leave NPT will
favor US

Arman-e-Melli addressed proposals by
some domestic hardliners calling for Iran to
withdraw from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT). According to the newspaper, ad-
vocates of withdrawal have promoted the idea
for years, including before the recent conflict,
without fully considering the consequences
it could create. The article argued that Iran’s
continued membership in the NPT has compli-
cated Washington’s efforts to build a broad in-
ternational consensus against Tehran. It added
that the United States has already faced criti-
cism regarding its policies and actions toward
Iran. In this context, leaving the treaty could
increase pressure on Iran and narrow its dip-
lomatic options. The newspaper argued that
such amove could prove particularly costlyata
time when the country is already facing multi-
ple political, economic, and international chal-
lenges. It concluded that any decision regard-
ing withdrawal from the NPT should be based
on a careful assessment of the likely costs,
risks, and long-term consequences rather
than short-term political considerations.

Iranian delegation attends opening of
BRICS parliamentary forum in India

TEHRAN - An Iranian parliamentary del-
egation attended the opening ceremony of
the 12th BRICS Parliamentary Forum in New
Delhi on Monday, October 26, as lawmakers
prepared to engage with their counterparts
from member countries on people-centered
development and the evolving international
order.

The delegation comprises Ahmad Naderi,
a member of the Iranian Parliament’s Pre-
siding Board; Abbas Moqtadaei, head of the
Iran-India Parliamentary Friendship Group;
and Ali Haddadi, deputy head of the group.

Mohammad Bager Qalibaf, speaker of the
Iranian Parliament, had been scheduled to
lead the delegation but decided not to travel
to New Delhi.

The forum, being held on October 26-27, is
convened under the theme “Fostering Par-
liaments for People-Centric Development”
The Iranian delegation is participating under
the slogan “Iranian Strength, a New Interna-
tional Order, and Countering Unilateralism.”

Talks with India’s parliamentary leadership

Ahead of the forum’s opening, the Iranian
lawmakers met with Om Birla, speaker of
India’s Lok Sabha, on Monday morning, ac-
cording to a report by the Iranian Embassy

in New Delhi.

The meeting provided an opportunity for
the two sides to exchange views ahead of
the parliamentary gathering.

The delegation arrived in the Indian cap-
ital on Sunday evening and was welcomed
by Iranian Ambassador to India Mohammad
Fathali and Indian parliamentarians Ghulam
Ali Khatana and Yusuf Pathan.

The delegation is also scheduled to hold
meetings with other parliamentary delega-
tions attending the event.

Parliamentary cooperation within BRICS

The 12th BRICS Parliamentary Forum
brings together lawmakers from member
countries to discuss the role of parliaments
in advancing inclusive, people-centered de-
velopment and strengthening parliamenta-
Ty cooperation.

For Iran, participation in the forum also
provides an opportunity to promote a more
balanced international order and oppose
unilateralism, in line with the slogan adopt-
ed by its delegation.

BRICS comprises 11 members: Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China, South Africa, Iran, Egypt,
Ethiopia, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia and Argentina.

Pezeshkian to Turkey, Pakistan, Saudi officials: Iran
seeks cooperation, will defend rights

TEHRAN - Senior officials from
Turkey, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
— the three countries that recent-
ly signed the Mecca defense pact
— traveled to Tehran on Monday
for talks with Iranian leaders.

Saudi Defense Minister Khalid
bin Salman, Pakistan’s Army Chief
Field Marshal Asim Munir and
Turkish intelligence chief Ibrahim
Kalin met with President Masoud
Pezeshkian and with Secretary of
the Supreme National Security
Council Mohsen Rezaei.

Speaking at a joint meeting
with the three visiting officials,
President Pezeshkian welcomed
dialogue among Islamic countries
and stressed the failure of ene-
mies to achieve their objectives
against Iran.

“They imagined they could bring
the Islamic Republic of Iran to col-
lapse through pressure and ag-
gression; but the result of these
actions was the strengthening of
internal unity and cohesion and
increased solidarity of the Iranian
nation,” Pezeshkian said.

“Our people, despite the im-
posed losses and hardships, de-
fended their land with power and
steadfastness. The notion that
the Iranian nation can be forced
into surrender is a false and void
notion,” he added.

The president said the Islamic
Republic of Iran pursues its legal
rights within the principles and
rules of international law, and
relying on those very principles,
will firmly defend the legitimate
rights and interests of the Iranian
nation.

Call for united front against
Israel

Pezeshkian expressed hope
that the presence of major and
influential Islamic countries could
play an effective role in strength-
ening regional stability and unity.

“We should not allow the Zion-
ist regime to commit terror and
aggression against any individual
or country whenever it wishes. |
am confident that if Islamic coun-
tries stand together and adopt a
coordinated position, such actions
cannot be repeated,” he said.

“I believe that if we manage our
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differences and emphasize com-
monalities and shared interests
instead of focusing on divisive
issues, we can overcome regional
problems more easily and effec-
tively,” he added.

He warned against interven-
tionist and divisive policies, say-
ing one of the objectives pursued
inthe policies of the US and the Zi-
onist regime is to weaken region-
al countries, create rifts among
Muslim nations and gradually
weaken major Islamic states.

“We must, by strengthening
mutual cooperation and support-
ing one another, prevent the real-
ization of such objectives and not
allow regional countries to be ex-
posed separately to pressure and
threats,” Pezeshkian said.

He added that Islamic countries
should move to meet each other’s
needs through constructive en-
gagement, economic cooperation
and the use of mutual capacities.
“The notion that nations can be
forced into surrender through
pressure and sanctions is a void
notion. The deeper and broad-
er cooperation among regional
countries becomes, the greater
their ability to manage problems
and confront external pressures
will be”

Pezeshkian stressed that Iran,
relying on domestic efforts, the
support of the nation and the
guidance of the Leader, will suc-
cessfully pass through difficul-
ties, adding that Islamic countries
must understand the intercon-
nectedness of their security and
interests. Weakening any major

regional country, he said, could
pave the way for increased pres-
sure and threats against other
Islamic countries as well.

From words to joint action

Emphasizing the need for
consistency  between  words
and deeds in regional relations,
Pezeshkian said: “We should not
say what we do not believe in or
fail to uphold in practice. We must,
hand in hand, provide the ground
for flourishing the region’s scien-
tific, economic, cultural, political
and security capacities; develop
communication routes, facilitate
travel, turn borders into opportu-
nities for cooperation and link the
universities, scientific centers,
traders and merchants of Islamic
countries to one another.”

He said expanding multilater-
al cooperation lays the ground
for sustainable security, noting:
“When science, culture, trade and
economy cross borders and com-
munications among nations ex-
pand, the ground for the spread of
terrorism and insecurity will dis-
appear. Therefore, strengthening
scientific, cultural and economic
bonds not only helps the develop-
ment and welfare of nations, but
is one of the most effective ways
to consolidate collective security
in the region.”

Pezeshkian said any under-
standing reached in such meet-
ings that leads to stronger
regional unity, cohesion and co-
operation will enjoy Iran’s serious
and all-out support, adding that
focus must be placed on common
ground and areas of cooperation

and differences must not be al-
lowed to hinder shared interests.

Nuclear rights and double
standards

In another part of his remarks,
Pezeshkian reaffirmed Iran’s prin-
cipled position on nuclear activi-
ties, saying the Islamic Republic is
not seeking nuclear weapons and,
as a member of the NPT, wants
to continue its nuclear activities
within the framework of interna-
tional rights and obligations.

“Iran accordingly reserves the
right to benefit from peaceful nu-
clear activities and expects these
rights to be respected within the
framework of international regu-
lations,” he said.

He criticized dual approaches
toward Iran, saying: “Using the
nuclear issue as a pretext for ex-
erting pressure, threats, attacks
on nuclear facilities, and claiming
readiness for talks and dialogue
simultaneously with attacking
Iran is a contradictory and un-
constructive approach that has
undermined public trust and in-
creased distrust among Iranian
officials and people.”

Pezeshkian said Islamic coun-
tries must, by strengthening their
interactions and coordination, not
allow such approaches to become
a routine for dealing with region-
al nations. Safeguarding nations’
rights, respecting countries’ sov-
ereignty, countering aggression
and strengthening regional coop-
eration require common will and
coordinated action, he added.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
is also ready, relying on religious
commonalities, mutual interests
and respect for nations’ rights,
to expand its cooperation with
Islamic countries in this path,” he
said.

The officials of the three neigh-
boring countries also held sepa-
rate meetings with SNSC Secre-
tary Mohsen Rezaei. At the end
of the meetings, the four coun-
tries issued a joint press state-
ment, stressing: “The partici-
pants agreed to continue talks to
strengthen cooperation among
the four regional countries, in-
cluding in the field of peace and
security in the region.”

‘The Iranian people will neither compromise nor surrender’
Lawmaker and former FM tells Tehran Times that Iran's resistance has exposed limits of US military
power, sanctions and political influence

From page 1 » The following is
the text of the interview:

Could you please elaborate
on the activities of the Parlia-
ment since the beginning of the
40-day war? Did the security
threats from the United States
and Israel against the lives of
the representatives lead to any
temporary suspensions of par-
liamentary functions?

War inherently carries specific
consequences. The aggressors
in these two wars imposed upon
us have shown no regard for in-
ternational law or human rights,
as evidenced by their targeting
of innocent civilians—children,
women, and athletes—along-
side their conflict with our mili-
tary forces. They have created an
ugly reality in this American-Zi-
onist war. It is only natural that
when they are committed to
sowing fear and terror—striking
schools, seminaries, and civilian
areas like Lamerd and Koushk,
or attacking weddings and fu-
nerals—they would also at-
tempt to assassinate officials of
the Islamic Republic whenever
possible, as their terrorist acts
have clearly demonstrated.

Consequently, yes, measures
were taken within Iran to mit-
igate the fallout from the en-
emy’s actions. For example,
government cabinet meetings,
parliamentary sessions, and
other official state gatherings
were not held in their tradition-
al, established locations. We, as
representatives, continued to

carry out our committee work
and oversight duties, but we
suspended open parliamentary
sessions due to these specific
threats. Cabinet meetings were
still held, but not at the presi-
dential office.

However, while these secu-
rity measures were necessary,
they did not disrupt the admin-
istration of the country. As you
have observed throughout the
past year and a half of the war,
despite the inevitable pres-
sures—particularly regarding
food and basic supplies, which
are usually the first sectors to
suffer—there has never been a
shortage of goods in the market
or a lack of food for our peo-
ple. This success demonstrates
that the government, drawing
on the experience of the eight-
year [Iran-Iraq] war, had a firm
grasp on wartime management
and successfully adapted to the
circumstances. Thus, while we
faced significant difficulties,
these challenges were unable to
disrupt the cycle of governance,
notwithstanding the damage in-
flicted upon our people and our
nation.

In recent months, you have
participated ininternational fo-
rums several times as the head
of the Iranian parliamentary
delegation. What was the reac-
tion of foreign representatives
during these trips? Has their
perspective on Iran changed?

The two recent assemblies
where | and several other rep-

resentatives attended were held
in March in Istanbul, and in early
October in Arusha, Tanzania, for
the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) conference, which typical-
ly convenes twice a year. Part of
our work in these assemblies in-
volves dividing ourselves among
the working committees—
numbering three, four, or five,
such as the Committee on In-
ternational Peace and Security,
the Committee on Women, the
Committee on Youth, the Com-
mittee on Environment, and the
Committee on United Nations
Affairs—where we present our
positions on various thematic
issues.

Another key component is the
General Assembly, where coun-
tries can propose emergency
items. In Istanbul, three emer-
gency items were proposed,
while in Arusha, four were
brought forward. Naturally, the
Assembly must vote on which
topic becomes the official emer-

gency item for debate, resolu-
tion, and final decision.

One point of particular signif-
icance to us was the maneuver
carried out by Bahrain at both
the Istanbul and Tanzania confer-
ences. Bahrain was essentially a
party to the war, having allowed
U.S. bases in the Persian Gulf for
40 vyears—dedicating 135,000
square meters of its small ter-
ritory to the Americans to do as
they pleased, alongside hosting
the US. Fifth Fleet. However, the
war resulted in the disruption
and closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz, which had been open prior
to the aggression of these very
countries. We have consistently
sought to remove these obstacles
and restore conditions so that the
Strait can be safely utilized for
international shipping, tankers,
and vessels, in accordance with
established regulations and Iran’s
rightful regional role.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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From Page 1 » At this point in
time, our beloved Iran is a man-
ifestation of determination and
hope more than anything else,
he said, stressing that the role of
Iran’s elite and its talented, capa-
ble young people in fostering this
hope and setting the country on
the path toward a bright future
is unparalleled. Excellence, he
added, is not confined to science,
technology and sports. Any pos-
itive distinction can be a mark
of excellence, now seen in those
who strive to elevate the sacred
flag of their homeland.

“They are the elite in insight
and jihad,” he said. “We consider
figures like Rizali Khajavi and Ali
Landi to be among the distin-
guished elite, and their names
deserve to be inscribed above
the entrances of cultural institu-
tions.” Martyrs and self-sacrific-
ing individuals who offered their
lives and health, he added, have
left an extraordinary mark on
the fate of Islamic Iran and have
received from the One God the
medal of servitude to Him.

Congratulations to med-
al-bringers of Olympiads and
sports

The Leader congratulated the
nation and all those who brought
honors, numerous awards, med-
als and scientific awards in the
Olympiads in astronomy and as-
trophysics, mathematics, earth
sciences, geography, physics,
chemistry, biology, computer sci-
ence, artificial intelligence, and
the humanities, as well as many
recent achievements in sports.

He expressed admiration for
the determination of those lead-
ing the caravan of honor and
hope, the standard-bearers of
progress, from adolescents and
young people to coaches, profes-
sors and eminent scholars. The
motivation and hope of elites to
bring about changes, he said, is
a bright flame witnessed over
many years and decades, whose
manifestation in repeated annu-
al championships in Olympiads
and sports is a source of honor
and pride for the entire nation.

He said the outstanding re-
sults and new records of hard-
working athletes attest to their
effort, determination, resolve,
and faith, elevating dear Iran be-

Leader to elites:

Profound, accelerated scientific
surge must build strong Iran
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fore the eyes of all nations. He
praised the female athletes who
make the honorable symbol of
the Iranian women'’s attire shine
before the world, and all medal-
ists who bring joy to the nation
and honor to the flag of Islamic
Iran, each playing a vital role in
realizing the vision of a strong
Iran.

Elite status as divine blessing
and heavier responsibility

Noting that these are days
marked by cheerfulness and
renewed focus on science and
research in universities, haw-
zas and schools, the Leader ad-
dressed seekers of knowledge,
elites and scholars.

“Being among the elite is a di-
vine blessing and gift,” he said. At
its core are talent and intellectu-
al ability, a profound divine gift
and immense wealth that Irani-
ans, particularly youth, possess
in abundance. Reason and ser-
vitude require gratitude in heart,
words and actions, which opens
the way for that blessing to reach
its full potential.

Appreciation, he said, must
begin with the individual and be
cultivated by parents, teachers,
schools, universities and the na-
tional system. An elite individual
thus bears a heavier responsi-
bility to apply talent optimally to
resolve the country’s challenges.
The distinguished elite, he added,
aren’t people who regard them-
selves as set apart and think only
of personal desires, but those
who see themselves as effective
members of society and use tal-
ent for the advancement of self
and society.

From knowledge to daily life
and defense power

The Leader said Iranian elites
have shown knowledge can be
turned into tools for real prob-
lems, from stem cell research,
nanotechnology and biotechnol-
ogy to aerospace, industry, min-
ing, medicine, agriculture, nucle-
ar energy and infrastructure.

Visible manifestations, he
said, include electricity gener-
ated by Iranian turbines, knowl-
edge-based technology in de-
salination plants on southern
islands, agricultural drones over
northern farms and rice paddies,

children born to infertile cou-
ples through Royan’s advanced

technologies, diagnosis and
treatment with radiopharma-
ceuticals, monitoring of land and
crops with remote-sensing sat-
ellites, and gains in productivity
and food security. Furthermore,
he added, many other achieve-
ments, particularly in the de-
fense and military sectors, have
repeatedly astounded the world
in their time and will continue to
do so in the future.

Strong Iran depends on sci-
ence; enemy targets elites

“A strong Iran depends on sci-
entific and technological pow-
er, and this core pillar is one of
the most important factors for
shaping Iran’s role in the emerg-
ing global equations and the new
world order” the Leader said.
The key to empowerment lies in
pushing boundaries of knowl-
edge and solving scientific chal-
lenges.

He said the malice and criminal
actions of enemies against Ira-
nian scientists prove this pivotal
role. The same enemy that as-
sassinated prominent scientists
and elites during the Second
and Third Imposed Wars — and in
academic settings years prior —
cannot bear to see Iran advance.
It seeks to spread hopelessness,
capture minds, draw talents into
neo-colonialism and turn them
into cogs in Western plunder, he
said. Yet every drop of blood shed
from martyred elite, scientists,
professors, students and school-
children has unleashed a storm
of determination and progress.

Recalling ancient civilization
and luminaries, contrasted with
two centuries of stagnation in
Qajar and Pahlavi eras, he said
the nation recognizes the strat-
egy of “Knowledge is Power” (Al-
‘ilm sultan) and rapid growth
over three decades, largely in-
debted to the guidance of our il-
lustrious martyred Leader. If be-
fore a new surge had to be urged,
the experience of two recent
wars has proven it must now be
both profound and accelerated.

Five priorities to shift center
of knowledge to Iran

To that end, the Leader said,
elites alongside officials must

devote themselves to building
a glorious future, keeping five
points in mind:

First, a serious, practical plan
for basic sciences and human-
ities, as physics, chemistry, bi-
ology and wmathematics are
the foundation of all sciences.
Second, sustained attention to
undiscovered truths, pushing
boundaries and racing to solve
famous unsolved problems, par-
ticularly in mathematics. Third,
creativity and innovation through
scientific courage, self-confi-
dence and attractive incentives
for practical solutions. Fourth,
self-reliance in solving challeng-
es and removing bottlenecks for
transnational engagement. Fifth,
developing talents in experimen-
tal disciplines through indus-
try-university cooperation from
early years, knowledge-based
enterprises, and linking elites,
universities, companies, indus-
tries and startups with govern-
ment support across the chain
from knowledge to consumption,
focusing on water, soil, food, en-
ergy and artificial intelligence.

Rapid advancement, he said,
requires harmonizing economic
incentives and commercializa-
tion with elite motivation, linking
research, industry and markets,
and direct participation of elites
from universities and seminaries
in planning and policymaking.

If pursued, he said, the cen-
ter of gravity of knowledge
will gradually shift from West-
ern countries to Iran, Iran will
emerge as a leading authority,
and the martyred Leader’s ob-
jective of establishing Persian as
one of the world’s primary scien-
tific languages will be realized.

“God willing, by the blessing
of the blood of the martyrs who
were elite scholars, and through
the benevolent prayers of our
Master and Mawla [Imam Mahdi,
may God hasten his noble reap-
pearance], a profound, accelerat-
ed advancement in the sciences
by the nation’s elite and distin-
guished scholars, together with
the comprehensive advance-
ment of an ever-stronger Iran,
will pave the way toward the re-
alization of a New Islamic-Iranian
Civilization”

Iran says Europe has yet to offer concrete proposal for negotiations

From Page 1 » He also criticized Europe’s
role in efforts to reinstate UN sanctions on
Iran through the snapback mechanism, urg-
ing European governments to adopt a more
independent and constructive approach to
developments in West Asia.

Bagaei criticized the ‘selective applica-
tion of human rights principles’ by European
governments and institutions, citing police
actions against protesters in France and Bel-
gium.

He said Iran had summoned the French
ambassador and, more recently, the Italian
ambassador to convey its concerns over re-
ported human rights violations during pro-
tests in Europe. He also criticized European
officials for attributing domestic unrest to
foreign interference rather than addressing
underlying grievances.

Regarding protests in Albania, Bagaei
said public opposition to corruption and the
transfer of land to foreign business inter-

ests was an internal matter. He argued that
allegations of foreign interference failed to
address the reasons behind the demonstra-
tions.

Iran reaffirms position on nuclear
program

Addressing US allegations about Iran’s
nuclear program, Bagaei reiterated that Iran
had never possessed or sought to acquire
nuclear weapons.

Referring to former US President Barack
Obama’s remarks on diplomacy and Iran’s
nuclear program, he said Tehran had entered
the 2015 nuclear agreement in good faith,
while Washington withdrew from the deal
three years later.

Bagaei argued that allegations about Iran’s
nuclear intentions had been used to justify
military action, pointing to a ‘contradiction
between US assertions’ that Iran’s nuclear
program had been destroyed and subse-
quent military threats and attacks.

He stressed that Iran remained prepared
to defend itself against threats. Asked about
potential threats to submarine communi-
cations cables and digital infrastructure, he
said decisions on any response rested with
the competent authorities and would not be
disclosed in advance.

Regional diplomacy and security

Bagaei said a visit by a Qatari delegation
to Tehran formed part of ongoing regional
consultations on bilateral cooperation and
Qatar’s mediation role amid heightened ten-
sions.

He also said the cancellation of a meeting
in Salalah would not change Iran’s position
that regional countries should establish col-
lective security arrangements based on their
own capabilities. Tehran had advanced sim-
ilar proposals at meetings in Baghdad and
within the Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion, he added.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Leader stresses public trust, swift
action against corruption

From Page 1 » The two also reviewed the
powers previously delegated to the heads of
Iran’s three branches of government to de-
termine whether those authorities remain in
effect.

Mohseni Ejei said the Leader placed partic-
ular emphasis on serving the public sincerely,
addressing the needs of all segments of so-
ciety, resolving people’s problems and taking
practical steps to strengthen public confi-
dence in the government.

Ayatollah Khamenei also stressed the im-
portance of dealing swiftly and comprehen-
sively with corruption cases and with indi-
viduals whose actions, whether deliberate or
unintentional, place additional pressure on
the economy and people’s livelihoods.

Such cases, Mohseni Ejei said, must be
handled in accordance with the law and with-
out discrimination.

The Leader further underscored the need
to prevent even the slightest form of cor-
ruption from taking root within government
institutions.

According to Mohseni Ejei, Ayatollah
Khamenei stressed that problems that can
be corrected must be rectified, while cases
that cannot be resolved through corrective
measures require firm action.

The remarks highlight the emphasis placed
on accountability, the protection of people’s
livelihoods, and the strengthening of public
trust as key priorities for the country’s judi-
ciary and government institutions.

Top council’'s war reconstruction directive
notified to 7 executive bodies

TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s Plan and Bud-
get Organization has notified the directive of
the Supreme Council for Economic Coordina-
tion of the heads of the three branches on the
reconstruction of war-damaged sectors to
seven executive bodies.

According to the notification issued by
Seyed Hamid Pourmohammadi on Oct. 21,
the directive was issued following the pres-
ident’s letter of July 28 (6 Mordad) on taking
necessary measures to implement approv-
als related to the reconstruction of sectors
damaged by the imposed war and emergency
economic decisions.

The notification refers to the Oct. 4 session
of the Supreme Council for Economic Coor-
dination of the heads of the three branches
regarding the reconstruction of war damag-
es, which has been approved and endorsed by
the heads of the three branches.

The recipients of the notification are the

Ministries of Economic Affairs and Finance;
Industry, Mine and Trade; Agriculture; Com-
munications and Information Technology;
Roads and Urban Development; the Supreme
Council of Free Trade-Industrial and Special
Economic Zones; and the Securities and Ex-
change Organization.

Tehran designates emergency shelters
across capital for wartime conditions

TEHRAN - Tehran Municipality spokesman
has announced that specific locations across
the capital have been designated as emer-
gency shelters for use in wartime conditions.

Abdolmotahar  Mohammadkhani, the
spokesman, said on Monday morning that
the municipality is pursuing both emergen-
cy measures and long-term plans to provide
sheltering capacity in line with the current
situation.

“Tehran Municipality is pursuing emergen-
cy actions and long-term programs to pro-
vide shelter capacities in accordance with the
existing conditions,” Mohammadkhani said,
referring to the urban management’s efforts
to secure shelter spaces.

He added: “In the short-term section, Teh-
ran’s Crisis Management Organization has
identified a number of metro stations, com-
mercial complexes, schools and government

buildings for use in emergency situations.
The available capacities in different districts
and neighborhoods have also been reviewed
and their locations have been marked on the
map.”

Pointing to the municipality’s long-term
plans, Mohammadkhani said the construc-
tion of multi-purpose subsurface structures
is among the programs to be pursued in the
coming years. These spaces, in addition to
being usable in critical conditions, will also
have applications in normal times, with parts
of them usable as underground commercial
and office complexes.

Referring to Tehran’s comprehensive

subsurface plan, he added that building
multi-purpose spaces requires time, and it is
not possible to construct structures solely for
wartime use in proportion to Tehran’s popu-
lation, which is why the use of multi-purpose
capacities has been put on the agenda.

!

Mourners attend the funeral procession of security-defender martyr Mohammadreza
Talebi, a Basij member from Tehran, held Monday morning in front of his house. His body
was laid to rest at Behesht-e Zahra cemetery. Talebi was severely wounded and fell into a
coma after being attacked by rioters in Tehran’s District 7 on January 9, and was martyred
on Saturday after months of suffering from his injuries.
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Agricultural output rises despite water
cuts, reduced cultivated area

TEHRAN - Iran’s agricultural production
reached 137 million tons in the past crop year
despite a 15 hillion-cubic-meter reduction in
water allocated to the sector, a deputy agri-
culture minister said.

Majid Anjafi, deputy agriculture minister
for crop production, said cultivated areas for
vegetables, summer crops and many melons
and other field crops had declined, but higher
productivity and yields per hectare had helped
increase overall output.

He said the Ministry of Energy allocated 15
billion cubic meters less water to agriculture
than planned in the previous crop year, leav-
ing little scope to expand cultivated land with
available water resources.

Of the approximately 65 billion cubic me-
ters of water scheduled to be supplied to ag-
riculture under official plans, only a limited
amount was allocated as water available for
planned use, Anjafi said.

He warned that without improvements in
productivity and a shift away from traditional
farming practices, the water shortfall could
have reduced agricultural output by at least

30 million tons. Production could have fallen
to 100 million tons from a projected 130 mil-
lion tons, he said.

However, official figures showed that total
agricultural production reached 137 million
tons, which Anjafi described as an exception-
al achievement for the country’s farmers and
agricultural sector.

The gains came despite reduced water
availability and smaller cultivated areas for
several crop categories, highlighting the role
of improved yields in sustaining and increas-
ing production.

New copper, gold mines set to begin

production next year

TEHRAN - Iran’s Mines and Metals Devel-
opment Company has more than doubled
estimated reserves across 14 mineral explo-
ration areas, with development work at se-
lected copper and gold deposits expected to
begin next year after exploration is complet-
ed, its chief executive said.

Morteza Aliakbari said on Monday that the
company had focused exploration on 14 of
its original 31 mining areas after technical
assessments identified greater potential for
further exploration.

Direct exploration work has more than
doubled the estimated reserves in those ar-
eas, he said, adding that the company was
pursuing formal registration of the reserves
with the Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade.

The selected areas are mainly focused on
copper and gold deposits. Under the compa-
ny’s plans, one or two mines could each sup-
port the construction of a dedicated process-
ing plant, Aliakbari said.

He also outlined a shift in the company’s
investment strategy, saying it began reduc-
ing its exposure to commercial steel produc-
tion in 2026, with the transition expected to
continue through 2031.

Energy constraints, carbon-related costs
and the prospect of lower profitability in
commercial steel were among the factors
behind the change, he said. Copper and gold,
alongside rare earth elements and critical
metals, are expected to play a greater role in

the company’s future development plans.

Aliakbari said much of the company’s cur-
rent investment in local-currency terms was
directed toward projects including Sarmad
Abarkuh Steel, Kurdistan Steel and Khorasan
Steel East. By 2031, copper and gold are ex-
pected to account for the largest share of its
investment portfolio.

Rare earth reserves estimated at 121m
tons

Iran has identified 121 million tons of rare
earth reserves across two mines, Aliakbari
said in response to a question about the lat-
est exploration activities.

The country currently has the capacity to
produce 17 rare earth oxides, he said, adding
that domestic technical expertise had been
developed to process and separate rare earth
elements from mining waste.

He said reserve assessments and comple-
tion of exploration work were prerequisites
for decisions on developing mining projects,
with deposits containing medium to large re-
serves given priority for investment.

Regarding overseas operations, Aliakbari
said the company had been pursuing devel-
opment opportunities at two iron ore mines
in Afghanistan, but regional developments
and security conditions had delayed prog-
ress.

Efforts to advance the plans have since in-
tensified, and work is also underway through
one of the company’s subsidiaries, he added.

Trade flows continue despite temporary
border closures, higher logistics costs

TEHRAN - Goods continue to enter Iran de-
spite restrictions on transport routes, with
shipments being redirected through alterna-
tive corridors when individual routes are dis-
rupted, a trade official said.

Seyed Ali Emami, director general of the
Trade Logistics and Support Office at the
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran (TPO),
said maritime restrictions had prompted a
shift toward alternative transport routes but
had not halted seaborne shipments into the
country.

The level of restrictions varies according to
cargo type and vessel conditions, with some
ships facing tighter controls than others,
Emami said.

He said importers were increasingly using
multimodal transport and changes to ship-
ping documentation, including a practice
known as “switching bills of lading” Some
goods are also entering Iran on smaller ves-
sels or via rail and road networks.

Restrictions may temporarily affect land
crossings with Pakistan, Iraq, Turkey, Azer-
baijan and Turkmenistan, Emami said, adding
that the psychological impact of reports about
border closures can sometimes exceed their

practical consequences.

A border may close for two days before
operations gradually resume, he said. Such
reports can trigger significant concern even
when cargo movements restart after a short
disruption.

Goods continue to enter Iran through var-
ious routes despite the restrictions, Emami
said. When one border becomes inaccessible,
shipments can be redirected through other
crossings, although detours may lengthen
transport distances and increase costs.

The main downside is higher logistics ex-
penditure, he said, noting that the additional
costs depend on the type of goods, country of
origin and mode of transport.

Restrictions have affected road, rail and
maritime transport, but they have not brought
the country’s commercial logistics to a com-
plete standstill, Emami said. Shipments are
continuing, although they may take longer and
cost more than before.

Regarding trucks held up at border cross-
ings, he said such delays had occurred even
before the current wartime conditions,
though the situation could exacerbate exist-
ing constraints.

GECF ministerial meeting opens in
Moscow ahead of leaders’ summit

TEHRAN - The 28th ministeri-
al meeting of the Gas Exporting
Countries Forum (GECF) opened
in Moscow on Monday, bring-
ing together representatives of
member states to discuss gas
market developments, energy
security and ways to strengthen
cooperation.

The meeting is being held a day
before the forum’s eighth leaders’
summit, scheduled for Tuesday,
with President Masoud Pezeshki-
an attending on behalf of Iran.

Hamid Bovard, Iran’s acting
oil minister, traveled to Moscow
to participate in the ministerial
meeting and accompany Pezesh-
kian at the summit.

Iran is also seeking to advance
bilateral energy cooperation with
Russia during the meetings. Bo-
vard said the two countries had
reached agreement on the gen-
eral terms of a natural gas swap
deal, with technical arrange-
ments for implementation now
nearing completion.

The agreement was discussed
at a previous meeting between
the Iranian and Russian presi-
dents in Turkmenistan, Bovard
said. He added that a pipe-
line project Russia is pursuing
through Azerbaijan could enable
gas exchanges between the two
countries in the near future.

Cooperation in the oil sector
is also continuing, with Russian
companies involved in the de-
velopment of four major Iranian
oilfields. Bovard said the projects
had made satisfactory progress

and that discussions on advanc-
ing the contracts would continue
during his visit.

Iran plans to use the GECF
meetings to discuss production
plans, expand cooperation with
member states, particularly in the
gas sector, and address interna-
tional developments and damage
to its energy infrastructure, Bo-
vard said.

Ahead of the ministerial meet-
ing and summit, the GECF execu-
tive board held an extraordinary
session in Moscow on Sunday,
chaired by Seyed Ali-Mohammad
Mousavi, Iran’s deputy oil minis-
ter for international affairs and
trade. The session focused on
coordinating the two gatherings
and finalizing key documents, in-

(L-CTE]

P e

| Gas Sustainably

I ==Com | I
Blsa==E=111

o 0 96/ g

S o €95 oo

cluding the summit’s closing dec-

laration.

During his visit, Bovard also
toured the monitoring center of
Russian oil company Zarubezh-
neft and was briefed on its oper-
ations and technical capabilities.

He welcomed the participation
of Russian companies in Iranian
oil industry development proj-
ects, saying Iran’s national oil and
gas companies had also estab-
lished a similar monitoring center
to oversee operations across the
country.

Zarubezhneft Chief Executive
Sergei Kudryashov said the cen-
ter consolidates data from the
company’s onshore and offshore
operations, allowing production
volumes and other operational
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parameters at individual wells to
be monitored.

The GECF has 12 full members,
including Iran and Russia, and
represents countries that hold
about 70 percent of the world’s
proven natural gas reserves, ac-
count for 38 percent of global
marketed gas production and
supply 42 percent of global gas
exports. Member countries also
account for an estimated 47 per-
cent of global liquefied natural
gas exports.

The forum holds its leaders’
summit every two years. Previous
meetings have been hosted by
Doha, Moscow, Tehran, Santa Cruz
in Bolivia, Malabo in Equatorial
Guinea and Algiers, which hosted
the seventh summit in 2024.

Output from 3 western oilfields exceeds contractual target

TEHRAN - Daily oil production from Iran’s
Paydar East, Cheshmeh Khosh and Dalpari
fields has risen to 127,000 barrels, exceeding
the 120,000-barrel daily target set under a
contract with a Russian company, the head of
the Petroleum Engineering and Development
Company (PEDEC) said on Monday.

Nasrollah Zarei said production from the
three fields stood at about 41,000 barrels
per day when the current administration took
office, before increasing to the current level
through development projects carried out
with Russian companies.

The Aban and Paydar West development
project is nearing completion and is expect-
ed to require about another year, Zarei said.
A second, larger project covering the Chesh-

meh Khosh, Dalpari and Paydar East fields
is progressing according to schedule, with
about two years of work remaining.

Zarei described the Russian company’s
performance in implementing the projects as
satisfactory, adding that plans were under-
way to increase production beyond contrac-
tual commitments while maintaining output
levels.

He said all PEDEC projects include environ-
mental assessments and that no work begins
before the required permits are obtained. The
company is also committed to environmen-
tal standards, with support from oil ministry
officials helping advance compliance efforts.

Zarei said the company had also undertak-
en social responsibility initiatives, including

social studies conducted under two contracts
with universities and the production of a film
highlighting its activities.

The Cheshmeh Khosh, Dalpari and Paydar
East oilfields are located in western Iran
within the operating area of the West Oil and
Gas Production Company. They began pro-
duction in 2011.

A contract to develop the three fields was
signed in February 2020 with the participa-
tion of Russian and Iranian companies and
entered the implementation phase in 2020
after the necessary permits were obtained.

The project aims to increase and sustain
crude oil production and improve the utiliza-
tion of reservoir capacity.

Iran, Turkey explore trade opportunities, export potential

TEHRAN - Iran and Turkey
should strengthen trade ties by
identifying competitive Iranian
export products, assessing mar-
ket demand and verifying poten-
tial buyers, Iran’s commercial at-
taché in Turkey said at a seminar
on bilateral trade opportunities
and challenges.

Kamran Davari Niko, Iran’s
commercial attaché in Istanbul,
made the remarks at a seminar
hosted by the Qazvin Chamber
of Commerce and attended by
its board members and business
representatives, according to the
Trade Promotion Organization of
Iran (TPO).

Davari Niko said none of Tur-
key’s border crossings with Iran
had been closed, expressing
hope that trade between the
two countries would continue.
He stressed the need to monitor
developments, identify suitable

routes for maintaining trade
flows and make better use of ex-
isting capacities to expand eco-
nomic cooperation.

He also highlighted direct
engagement and bilateral con-
sultations as important tools
for strengthening commercial
relations, referring to a meet-
ing between Qazvin Chamber of
Commerce board members and
Turkish counterparts in Istanbul.

The seminar examined Irani-
an goods with export potential
in the Turkish market, as well as
opportunities for imports from
Turkey. Participants emphasized
the importance of assessing
market needs, evaluating prod-
ucts’ competitive advantages,
calculating production costs and
determining profitability before
entering new business sectors.

Other topics included estimat-
ing operating costs, assessing

mutual benefits, checking the
commercial credibility of trading
partners and understanding for-
mal and customary contractual
practices. Participants also dis-
cussed required regulations and
permits, tariffs, transportation
costs and payment methods as
part of efforts to reduce trade
risks.

Earlier in June, the represen-
tative of the Istanbul Chamber
of Commerce Ibrahim Dogan
Salman stated that in 2025, the
trade between Iran and Turkey
surpassed $5.6 billion.

During a meeting with mem-
bers of the Board of Directors of
the Yazd Chamber of Commerce,
Doghan Salman added that the
preferential trade agreement
implemented between the two
countries in 2015 has provided a
solid foundation for the develop-
ment of these cooperations.

Referring to the history of
economic and cultural rela-
tions between Iran and Turkey,
he said: “There are deep-rooted
cooperations between the two
countries, and we are interested
in strengthening these relations
more than ever”

Dogan Salman, stating that
“we are not on two sides of the
Silk Road, but rather walk side by
side on this road,” added: “Iran
and Turkey have always been
neighbors throughout history
and have known and understood
each other. What binds the two

nations together is a shared his-
tory, culture, and civilization.”

The Istanbul Chamber of Com-
merce representative, referring
to the value of trade between the
two countries, stated: “In 2025,
the trade between Iran and Tur-
key exceeded $5.6 billion. Fur-
thermore, the preferential trade
agreement implemented be-
tween the two countries in 2015
has provided a solid foundation
for the development of these co-
operations.”

He cited the active presence of
entrepreneurs from both coun-
tries as the most tangible sign
of this bond and said: “Current-
ly, 7,288 companies with Iranian
investment are operating in Tur-
key, and at the Istanbul Chamber
of Commerce alone, the number
of companies of Iranian origin
has reached 2,040”

Dogan Salman also referred
to the people-to-people ties
between the two countries and
added: “In 2025, more than three
million Iranians visited Turkey,
and this statistic shows that Iran
and Turkey are not merely each
other's markets, but are also
true partners.”

The Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce representative em-
phasized: “To strengthen the
bond between the chambers of
commerce on both sides, we are
prepared to hold joint meetings,
bilateral talks, and specialized
exhibitions.”



Who is the Hebrew-speaking ‘fox applying
for the henhouse guard job?’

Lana Nusseibeh’s close alignment with Israel shadows her

From page 1 » She read history
at Cambridge, then took a mas-
ter’s in “Israeli and Jewish Dias-
pora Studies” in London, where
her teacher Colin Shindler later
called her “instrumental” in the
2020 normalization deal. She is
fluent in Hebrew.

In 2013, she became the UAE’s
first female ambassador to the
UN and stayed eleven years,
twice presiding over the Security
Council.

‘The fox applying for the hen-
house guard job’

Weeks before the Abraham Ac-
cords were signed, she told the
Emirati outlet The National that
the “empty chair policy” toward
Israel “had produced no peace”
She went on to host Israel’s
then-UN envoy, Gilad Erdan, at
the Emirati mission.

In March, she rushed to con-
demn Iran’s defensive counter-
strikes against U.S. bases across
the region, while ignoring the
underlying U.S.-Israeli campaign
of aggression that precipitated
them. She uttered not a word
regarding the loss of Iranian ci-
vilian lives, including the dev-
astating American attack on an
elementary school in Minab that
killed 155 civilians, over 120 of
them children.

Her defenders point to her
September 2025 warning against
Israel annexing the West Bank
as proof of her independence.
But a closer look shows she was
actually protecting the anti-Pal-
estine Abraham Accords, which
formal annexation would have
destroyed.

The UAE has kept and even
upgraded its ties with Israel
through every month of the on-
going genocidal war on Gaza,
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whose toll now exceeds 74,000.

Iranian  Parliament Speak-
er Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf
reacted to her nomination in an
X post. He called the bid a run-
way-clearing exercise for the
“Greater Israel” project and a
way to whitewash genocide, then
added that “the fox is updating
the LinkedIn profile to apply for
the henhouse guard job.”

He attached excerpts of an
interview in which she defends
normalization with the genocidal
Israeli regime.

The field and the arithmetic

Behind the sudden push lies
Security Council arithmetic. In
the Oct. 16 straw poll, front-run-
ner Rebeca Grynspan of Costa
Rica, who leads UNCTAD, secured
nine “encourage” votes but faced
“discourage” votes from two
permanent members.

With |AEA Director General
Rafael Grossi and Guyana’s dip-
lomat Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett
capturing only two votes apiece,
the Security Council vote ground
to a halt, opening the door for
Abu Dhabi’s push.

Into that deadlock stepped a
candidate whom some observers
now call the front-runner. Nus-
seibeh has quickly drawn sup-
port from a broad pro-Western
coalition.

Key Washington voices, in-
cluding Brett McGurk, as well as
Israeli outlets such as Ynet and
The Times of Israel, along with
members of Tel Aviv's foreign
policy establishment, have wel-
comed her bid. Perversely and
tragically, she is also backed by
the Arab-led Persian Gulf Coop-
eration Council and the Palestin-
ian Authority’s UN delegation.

Proxy networks and the inde-
pendence question

Sudan poses a steep hurdle for
Nusseibeh’s candidacy, casting a
direct spotlight on Abu Dhabi’s
aggressive regional posture.

A UN fact-finding mission re-
ported in September reasonable
grounds to believe UAE-linked
entities armed and trained the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF), fu-
eling a devastating civil war and
enabling genocidal massacres.

This policy forms part of a

bid to lead the UN

broader imperial strategy: across
North Africa and the Horn, Abu
Dhabi has cultivated proxy net-
works and armed non-state ac-
tors, from Khalifa Haftar’s forces
in Libya to the Southern Transi-
tional Council in Yemen and sep-
aratist movements in Somalia,
fragmenting sovereign states
to secure ports, gold-smuggling
routes, and strategic influence.

In Sudan, this patronage net-
work translated into direct logis-
tical support for the RSF, causing
deep friction across the Global
South and making the UAE com-
plicit in severe war crimes.

Justin Lynch, managing direc-
tor of the Conflict Insights Group,
told the AP that Nusseibeh op-
erated as Abu Dhabi’s primary
point person on Sudan, rou-
tinely offering assurances that
the UAE was not aiding the RSF
even while Washington and other
Western capitals privately knew
otherwise.

Lynch noted that the Sec-
retary-General's core duty is
protecting civilians from atroci-
ties such as the El Fasher siege,
warning that “handing the job
over to the diplomat who ran
cover for it would be an insult to
the survivors.”

Similarly, Nathaniel Raymond,
executive director of Yale's Hu-
manitarian Research Lab, cited
an insurmountable “dual loyalty”
and conflict of interest.

Pointing out that the RSF’s as-
sault on El Fasher was made pos-
sible by UAE-supplied drones,
mortars, and logistics, Raymond
argued that the UN should not
mark the anniversary of the El
Fasher massacre by appointing
an official from the very state
credibly accused of enabling the
carnage.

Trump vilifies Senate hopeful El-Sayed with Islamophobic rhetoric
Trump mocks Jews mulling to vote for El-Sayed

President Trump turned to Islamophobic
stereotypes to motivate Michigan Repub-
licans on Sunday, claiming at a rally that
Dr. Abdul El-Sayed, the Democratic Senate
nominee, if elected, would bring a wave of
jihadists to the United States.

“If Abdul and the Democrats win, they
will open the floodgates and invite hordes
of jihadis to our shores, creating a night-
mare of violence and terror until you can-
not even have a Christmas,” the New York
Times quoted Trump as telling more than
4,000 supporters gathered in Port Huron.

Through such inflammatory rhetoric,
Trump is seeking to mislead the American
public while crossing all bounds of decency
and morality.

He called Dr. El-Sayed, whose family im-
migrated from Egypt, a “jihadist Muslim
Brotherhood member” a baseless claim.
He then contrasted Dr. El-Sayed, a Muslim
who was born in the United States, with his
Republican opponent, Mike Rogers, who is
white and also born in the United States.

“| call him apple pie,” Trump said of Rog-
ers, who is 63. “He’s like, perfect, this guy.
He’s like central casting. He’s what your
state is all about.”

Trump’s comments, coming in a key mid-
term battleground nine days before the
elections, underscored the dark themes
and personal vilification he and his allies
have embraced as part of their closing
pitch. And while he has often used crude
and racist language, Trump’s message in

Michigan seemed aimed at overtly stoking
a fear of Muslims to get voters to the polls.

But a broader question about Trump’s
rally here — which followed severalin North
and South Carolina, Georgia and Florida,
among other stops — is whether his pres-
ence helps or hurts Republican turnout in a
year when polls show deep dissatisfaction
with the president. His audience in Port
Huron seemed enthusiastic, and thousands
strained to take Trump’s picture as he took
to the stage. But he held the rally in a con-
servative district of a state that pollsters
believe is swinging back to Democrats.

Trump’s deep unpopularity has compli-
cated Republicans’ path to victory. While
Trump carried Michigan by two points in
2024, just 34 percent of likely voters now
approve of him, according to a New York
Times/Siena poll conducted in mid-Sep-
tember.

Polls indicate that Dr. El-Sayed, 41, has a
narrow edge over Mr. Rogers in a race that
will be pivotal to determining control of the
Senate.

Trump’s attacks on Dr. El-Sayed on Sun-
day, questioning his loyalty to the United
States, began before he got on Air Force
One outside of Washington and accelerated
after he landed in Michigan.

Trump also disparaged Jewish voters who
were considering voting for Dr. El-Sayed.

“Any Jewish person that supports this
guy should be ashamed of themselves,’

Trump said, adding that he “cannot under-
stand how anybody who’s Jewish can even
think about voting for this guy.”

Hundreds of Jewish voters in Michigan
publicly announced they were backing Dr.
El-Sayed, while others have said they are
voting for Rogers or threatened to withhold
their support.

Dr. El-Sayed has repeatedly disavowed
the Muslim Brotherhood, an Islamist po-
litical movement, and has said comments
about his name and faith are attempts to
distract from voters’ economic woes. His
aides have said claims of ties to overseas
terrorist groups are racist and Islamopho-
bic.

Trump deepened his critique as the day
went on, saying that someone with Dr. El-
Sayed’s background “would be screened
and unable to get a seat on an airplane.
They certainly should not give him a seat in
the United States Senate.” He also said that
Dr. El-Sayed should not be given access to
classified information.

At his own rally on Sunday in Grand Rap-
ids, Dr. El-Sayed said the Republican strat-
egy was “to point at me and my name and
my faith. But my name and my faith are not
the reason you can’t afford your gas.”

Trump and some other hardline Repub-
licans fail to realize that such incendiary
remarks against their political opponents,
particularly those of Muslim background,
could backfire and alienate a large segment
of the American public.

Sudanese recount horrors in el-Fasher at the hands

of UAE-backed RSF

Three weeks ago, Hala, a Su-
danese woman, left the refugee
camp in Tawila and returned to
the city of el-Fasher.

She took a bag and got into
a small vehicle operated by the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF), the
paramilitary group that took
over the North Darfur capital
a year ago, raping, killing and
looting thousands of civilians
like Hala.

When she arrived in el-Fash-
er, which is about 60km east of
Tawila, she noticed that every-
thing had changed. Houses had
been looted or destroyed. The
streets looked different.

RSF fighters immediately
approached her as she got out
of the vehicle. “They asked me
where | was going,” Hala told
the campaign group Avaaz, in
an interview shared with Middle

East Eye.

“I told them | was going to our
family home because | needed
to collect some documents, in-
cluding my birth certificate and
ID. They asked me how many
days | was planning to stay and
where exactly our house was
located. They wanted to check
whether | was lying to them or
not”

Hala, who used a different
name for security reasons, had
to describe the location of the
house. She told the fighters she
would need more than a day
because it was a mess and she
had to locate many documents.
The house has no electricity,
making the task harder.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Lula defeats pro-Israel Bolsonaro, dealing
Trump a major Latin American blow

From page 1 »
Washington’s failed push

Trump never formally endorsed Bol-
sonaro, but his administration played its
hand anyway. It imposed double-digit
tariffs and sanctions on Brazilian officials
to stop the prosecution of Jair Bolsonaro,
now serving 27 years for a coup plot that
included plans to assassinate Lula.

In May, it designated Brazil's two larg-
est criminal factions as terrorist orga-
nizations, which Lula warned could be-
come a pretext for intervention. Reuters
reported that the State Department led
a campaign to return the Bolsonaros to
power.

Flavio made the alliance his pitch,
promising to join the U.S.-led “Shield of
the Americas” security coalition “with
great enthusiasm and great honor.”

Lula answered with sovereignty, turn-
ing the tariffs into the rallying cry “Brazil
belongs to Brazilians.” On election night,
he said the country “does not accept be-
ing anyone’s backyard.”

The stakes extend to minerals. Brazil
holds the world’s second-largest known
rare earth reserves and about 90 percent
of global niobium, used in jet and rocket
engines.

After USA Rare Earth, partly owned by
the U.S. government, closed a $2.8 billion
takeover of the miner Serra Verde, Lula’s
government moved to tighten oversight
of critical minerals. “With Lula, the US. is
on shakier ground,” Monica de Bolle of the
Peterson Institute told AP.

Israel had a stake too. Bolsonaro cam-
paigned as openly pro-Israel, promising
to move Brazil's embassy to al-Quds (Je-
rusalem) in 2027 and to restore full ties
with Tel Aviv.

Lula has long backed Palestinian state-
hood, and he has criticized both Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv over the genocidal
war on Gaza. Brazil joined South Africa’s
genocide case against Israel at the Inter-
national Court of Justice and recalled its
ambassador from Israel in 2024.

Benjamin Netanyahu made no secret of
his preference. He appeared by video at
Flavio’s campaign launch in July, and after
the first round he phoned the senator and
invited him to visit Israel.

The next day he posted on X, congrat-
ulating Bolsonaro, wishing him a great
victory and writing, “I look forward to
restoring the extraordinary friendship
between Israel and Brazil.” The vote came
two days before Israelis head to the polls
for the first time since October 7, 2023.

How Lula turned the race around

Lula’s first-round campaign was list-
less, and polls favored Bolsonaro. Then it
changed.

The president, who said last year he
owned no cell phone, began filming sel-
fie videos aimed at younger voters, and
ally Andre Janones launched a WhatsApp
channel, “Lula’s Army,” that grew from
50,000 followers to nearly 11 million on a
platform long dominated by the Bolson-
aro movement. Turnout climbed to more
than 128 million, the highest in 20 years.

The government added cash: a 15 per-
cent increase in its flagship social pro-
gram, a ban on online betting, debt relief,
small-business tax amnesties and free
weekend public transit.

Economists put the cost near $8.8 bil-
lion next year, and opponents call it vote
buying. Lula gained more than 10 million
votes between rounds, including 1.3 mil-
lion in the Bolsonaro-leaning south.

Flavio’s self-inflicted defeat

Bolsonaro ran to free his father, par-
don the rioters who stormed govern-
ment buildings in Brasilia and impeach
the powerful Supreme Court justices who
jailed them.

Lula kept the 2022 coup plot in view
and attacked Flavio over alleged links to
Rio’s militias, which the senator denies.
Bolsonaro’s allies were reportedly dis-
cussing cabinet posts before the count.

Then came Friday’s debate, where
Flavio mocked Lula as “nine-fingers,” a
jab at the digit lost in a factory accident
at 17.

Lula looked into the camera. “I was a
minor and working at night, because ei-
ther | worked or | did not eat,” he said.
Polls before the exchange gave Bolsonaro
a 2-point lead. Lula won by about 3.5.

Thomas Traumann, a political analyst
and spokesman for former leftist Presi-
dent Dilma Rousseff, called the result “a
defeat of Bolsonarismo, more than a vic-
tory for Lula”

Flavio refuses to concede, calling the
two-hour voting extension ordered by
Justice Cristiano Zanin a “dirty trick” and
demanding annulment.

Yet his own campaign sought an ex-
tension citing rain and flooding; the elec-
toral court chief says it changed nothing,
and no Brazilian presidential election has
been annulled since democracy returned.

Congratulations from Tehran, silence
from Washington

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshki-
an sent Lula a congratulatory message,
hoping friendly ties between Tehran and
Brasilia would grow in the new term and
that cooperation would serve both peo-
ples and strengthen multilateralism, de-
velopment and international peace.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Bagaei also congratulated the Bra-
zilian people and their president, calling
the majority’s choice of their country’s
political direction deeply meaningful.

Brazilians, he said, showed they do not
yield to insinuations and decide what
serves their own country.

Russia, France, the European Com-
mission, Mexico, Canada, India, and also
congratulated Lula. Trump’s White House
stayed silent on Monday, as did Argenti-
na’s Javier Milei.

Nevertheless, Lula starts January 5
from a weak position. Conservatives
dominate Congress, debt is high, and
Brazilian assets sold off sharply on Mon-
day. Still, he enters office with a mandate
Washington tried to prevent and cannot
easily ignore.
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Iran’s
Greco-Roman team
win 2026 World

Championship

TEHRAN - Iran have secured the Greco-Ro-
man team title at the 2026 World Wrestling
Championships in Astana, Kazakhstan, fol-
lowing an outstanding performance by their
wrestlers on the international stage.

The Iranian squad clinched the champion-
ship ahead of the conclusion of the Greco-Ro-
man competitions, underlining the country’s
dominance in one of its most successful
sporting disciplines.

Iran made an impressive start to the tour-
nament, collecting one gold, two silver and
one bronze medal in the first four weight cat-
egories before securing additional places in
the finals.

Gholamreza Farokhi delivered Iran’s first
gold medal in the 82kg division, defeating
Turkey’s Yuksel Saricicek 5-1in the final.

At 55kg, Payam Ahmadi claimed silver after
losing 3-1to Azerbaijan’s Eldaniz Azizli in the
gold-medal contest.

Ali Ahmadi Vafa also earned silver in the
60kg category, narrowly missing out on gold
after being pinned by Japan’s Koto Gomi de-
spite holding a 7-1 lead.

Iran’s fourth medal came through Ali Oskou
in the 77kg division. He secured bronze with a
4-3victory over Uzbekistan’s Nekibov.

The Iranian team’s impressive campaign
continued as Saeid Esmaeili and Alireza
Mohmadi advanced to the finals in the 67kg
and 87kg categories, respectively.

Esmaeili defeated Azerbaijan’s Hasrat Ja-
farovin the semifinals, while Mohmadi booked
his place in the final with a commanding 10-1
victory over Armenia’s Gevorg Tadevosyan.

Danial Sohrabi at 72kg and Fardin Hedaya-
ti at 130kg also won two gold medals, while
Olympic and world champion Mohammadhadi
Saravi seized a bronze medal at 97kg.

Esteghlal face
Shabab Al Ahli in
AFC Champions
League Elite clash

TEHRAN - Iran’s Esteghlal will take on the
UAE’s Shabab Al Ahli in a highly anticipated
AFC Champions League Elite 2026/27 en-
counter at Rashid Stadium in Dubai on Tues-
day.

Both teams enter the contest with perfect
records, having collected six points from their
opening two matches, setting up an intrigu-
ing battle between two in-form sides.

Shabab Al Ahli have enjoyed a historic start
to their continental campaign, winning their
first two matches in the competition for the
first time. A third consecutive victory would
see the Dubai-based club join an exclusive
group of UAE teams to have won their open-
ing three continental fixtures.

Only Al Ain FC (2003 and 2023/24), Al Wah-
da FC (2007) and Al Jazira Club (2012) have
previously accomplished that feat.

The Emirati side will also draw confidence
from their impressive record against Iranian
opposition. Shabab Al Ahli remain unbeaten
in 12 encounters with Iranian clubs, recording
eight victories and four draws.

Their strong run includes a 1-0 triumph
over Iran’s Tractor in the opening round of this
season’s competition.

Shabab Al Ahli also hold a favorable head-
to-head record against Esteghlal, having
remained undefeated in their two previous
meetings in 2017, with one win and one draw.

Esteghlal, meanwhile, have made an equal-
ly impressive start to their Asian campaign
and will be determined to maintain their win-
ning momentum.

The Tehran-based club have won their
opening two matches in the competition for
only the second time in their history.

Esteghlal began their campaign in convinc-
ing fashion with a commanding 3-0 victory

SPORTS

over Qatar’s Al Sadd SC before demonstrat-
ing their resilience in a hard-fought 2-1 win
against another Qatari side, Al Gharafa SC.

With both teams boasting perfect records
and strong attacking form, Tuesday’s en-
counter promises to be a fiercely contested
affair as Esteghlal look to end Shabab Al Ahli’s
unbeaten run against Iranian opposition.

Carrying Iran’s flag
at Youth Olympics
a great honor,
Faraji says

TEHRAN - Iranian table tennis sensation
Benyamin Faraji has expressed his pride at
being selected as Iran’s flagbearer for the
Dakar Youth Olympic Games, while setting his
sights on further success on the international
stage.

Faraji and national futsal player Hadis Yari
have been selected as Iran’s flag-bearers for
the Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games.

The Youth Olympic Games will begin in
Dakar on Oct. 30, with Iran set to compete
across the event with 29 qualification places.
Iran will look to make its mark at Dakar 2026,
as its young athletes prepare to represent the
country on one of the biggest international
stages in youth sport.

Speaking after securing qualification for
the World Table Tennis Championships in
both singles and doubles, Faraji said he was
delighted with his achievements, particularly
given the tough competition.

“Thankfully, | managed to qualify for the
World Championships in singles, and together
with Arian Ghaffari, we also secured a place in
the doubles event,” Faraji said.

“It was a major achievement, and I'm ex-
tremely happy. Considering the strong oppo-
nents we faced, | honestly didn’t expect us to
qualify in doubles as well, but fortunately, we
made it”

The rising Iranian star also reflected on his
recent performances at the Asian Games and
Asian Championships, highlighting his victory
over one of the world’s top-ranked players.

“| performed well at the Asian Games and
managed to defeat a player ranked 20th in
the world, which was a fantastic result for
me,” he said.

“] also delivered a strong performance at
the Asian Championships, and | hope to main-
tain this momentum in upcoming competi-
tions.”

Turning his attention to the Dakar Youth
Olympic Games, Faraji insisted he is fully pre-
pared for the challenge despite a demanding
competition schedule that has left him with
limited time for rest and recovery.

“I'm completely ready for the Dakar Games.
Although | haven’t had much time to rest and
recover, I'm determined to give my best and
compete with everything | have,” he explained.

Faraji described his appointment as Iran’s
flagbearer at the Dakar Youth Olympics as
one of the proudest moments of his young
career.

“Carrying Iran’s flag at the Dakar Youth
Olympics is a tremendous honor, and I'm
incredibly proud to have been given this re-
sponsibility,” he said.

“| hope to represent my country in the best
possible way and make Iran proud through
my performances.”’

The talented paddler faces a busy period,
with the Dakar Youth Olympics and the World
Youth Table Tennis Championships in Istanbul
both on his upcoming schedule.

“l have two major competitions ahead of
me: the Dakar Youth Olympics and the World
Youth Championships in Istanbul. My goal is
to shine in both events,” Faraji stated.

“It's going to be a challenging period be-
cause these major tournaments are taking
place so close together. However, I'm ready
for the challenge and determined to perform
at my highest level”

Despite already making a significant impact
on the international table tennis scene at a
young age, Faraji stressed that his ambitions
extend far beyond his current achievements.

Restoration of Isfahan’s Chehel Sotoun palace

TEHRAN - Restoration of Iran’s
UNESCO-listed Chehel Sotoun
palace and garden is awaiting
additional funding from the gov-
ernment and UNESCO, as experts
assess structural damage to the
Safavid-era monument follow-
ing a 40-day war with the US and
Israeli forces, the site’s director
said.

Most emergency measures
to prevent further deterioration
have been completed, but ma-
jor restoration work, including
repairs to the palace’s columns,
roof structures and decorative
features, cannot proceed with-
out sufficient funding, Mostafa
Hadipour, director of the Chehel
Sotoun World Heritage site, told
IRNA news agency on Monday.

Hadipour said the estimated
damage to the complex stood at
about 15 trillion rials ($56 mil-
lion), adding that funds allocated
by the government and Isfahan
province for restoration planning
and maintenance of the garden’s
approximately 67,000 square me-
ters of green space were insuffi-
cient to cover major restoration
contracts.

He called for urgent inter-
vention by the government and
UNESCO, arguing that the inter-
national organization had a re-
sponsibility to support the pro-
tection of properties inscribed on
the World Heritage List, including
in circumstances involving armed
conflict.

“We are waiting for the alloca-
tion of funds promised by UNESCO
and the government for this World
Heritage site,” Hadipour said.

Without the necessary financ-
ing, he said, essential work such
as scaffolding the palace’s por-
ticos, repairing roofs, restoring
mugarnas decorative elements
and rebuilding wooden structures
could not be undertaken.

Emergency measures have so
far focused on both structur-
al stabilization and decorative
features. They include covering
vulnerable sections with plastic

sheeting, installing temporary
supports and treating doors and
equipment to help protect them
through the winter. Specialists
have also carried out reinforce-
ment work on the palace’s dou-
ble-roof structure.

Technical assessments have
identified several columns in the
palace’s portico that have shift-
ed from their original alignment,
as well as displaced structural
beams. A consulting company
is conducting further studies to
determine the appropriate repair
methods.

One option under consider-
ation is to reinforce the affect-
ed columns with steel elements
and return them to their original
alignment. Another is to stabilize
them through engineering mea-
sures while retaining their current
positions. Hadipour said no final
decision had been made.

The damage to the columns has
been tentatively linked to blast
waves from attacks on the Isfahan
provincial governor’s office within
the historic Safavid Government
House complex during the 40-day
war. The reported damage affect-
ed the protected surroundings of
Chehel Sotoun and other historic
monuments in the city.

However, the precise cause

awaits UNESCO funding
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and extent of the structural de-
terioration have been subjects of
differing assessments. Some her-
itage specialists have questioned
whether the blasts alone could
explain the columns’ condition,
noting that reinforcement work
was reportedly carried out on
the portico columns in earlier de-
cades. Accounts differ over which
restoration specialists undertook
the work and whether all the col-
umns were reinforced with steel.

Hadipour said detailed techni-
cal studies were continuing and
that the consulting company was
preparing the necessary imple-
mentation plans. Large-scale res-
toration can begin once the plans
are approved and the required
funding secured.

The attacks also damaged other
historic buildings in Isfahan’s Sa-
favid Government House complex,
including the Ali Qapu Palace, the
Talar-e Ashraf, the Timurid Hall,
the Jabeh Khaneh building, which
houses the Museum of Decorative
Arts, and the Rokib Khaneh build-
ing, home to the Museum of Con-
temporary Art, according to IRNA.

The complex forms part of Is-
fahan’s historic urban landscape,
which includes Nagsh-e Jahan
Square, a UNESCO World Heri-
tage site. Damage was reported
to monuments in the square’s

protected surroundings follow-
ing attacks on March 8, with fur-
ther damage reported after the
provincial governor’s office was
bombed on March 9.

Chehel Sotoun, meaning “Forty
Columns” in Persian, is one of the
principal surviving monuments of
Safavid Isfahan. The 17th-centu-
ry pavilion was developed under
Shah Abbas Il for royal receptions
and diplomatic gatherings. Its
name refers to the reflection of
its 20-columned entrance porti-
co in the long pool in front of the
building.

The palace is renowned for its
historic paintings and decorative
interiors, including works asso-
ciated with the Safavid artistic
tradition. Its surrounding garden
is one of nine Iranian gardens col-
lectively inscribed on UNESCO’s
World Heritage List in 2011 as the
Persian Garden, recognized for
their distinctive design and influ-
ence on Persian landscape archi-
tecture.

The latest damage has height-
ened concerns over the conser-
vation of Isfahan’s architectural
heritage, while the delay in secur-
ing adequate funding threatens to
postpone major repairs to one of
the city’s most prominent historic
landmarks.

Fatatu Forest, a hidden natural retreat in northern Iran

TEHRAN - Tucked away in the rural land-
scape of northern Iran, Fatatu Forest is a nat-
ural attraction in Khomam county, Gilan prov-
ince, offering visitors a peaceful escape among
lush vegetation, wetlands, rice fields and the
landscapes of the southern Caspian coast.
Recognized for its ecological importance and
its surviving Hyrcanian forest vegetation, the
woodland holds considerable potential for na-
ture-based tourism, although limited visitor
facilities remain a challenge.

Located near Fatatu village, the forest cov-
ers approximately 300 hectares. It is among
the remaining examples of the Hyrcanian for-
ests, a distinctive forest ecosystem extending
along the southern shores of the Caspian Sea.
The broader Hyrcanian forest region, which
dates back millions of years, was inscribed on
UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 2019.

Fatatu Forest has also been registered on
Iran’s National Natural Heritage List, reflecting
its environmental significance and the impor-
tance of protecting its vegetation and biodi-
versity.

Atranquil landscape of alder trees

One of the forest’s defining features is its
dense growth of alder trees, characteristic of
the lowland woodlands found along the Cas-
pian coast. Other tree species, including maple
and oak, are found in forested areas around
Khomam, alongside plant species adapted to
the region’s humid climate.

The dense vegetation, natural walking
routes and quiet surroundings make Fatatu an
appealing destination for visitors interested
in walking, photography and experiencing the
natural environment away from crowded tour-
ist centers.

Seasonal changes add to its appeal. In spring
and summer, the forest is marked by fresh fo-
liage and abundant greenery, while autumn
brings warmer shades of color to the land-
scape. The sounds of birds and the cool, humid
atmosphere contribute to the area’s tranquil
character.

Beyond its scenic appeal, the forest serves
an important ecological function. Its vege-
tation provides habitat for wildlife and helps

i

sustain the natural balance of the surround-
ing landscape. Preserving this environment
is therefore essential to any plan to develop
tourism in the area.

Awalking route towards the Caspian Sea

Fatatu Forest’s location is another advan-
tage for travelers. A natural walking route
passes through the woodland and surround-
ing rice fields before reaching the Caspian Sea,
offering an opportunity to experience several
of Gilan’s characteristic landscapes on a single
outing.

The route combines the shade of forest trees
with open views across rice paddies and the
coastal environment. It offers a different per-
spective on Gilan, a province widely associated
with its humid climate, agricultural traditions
and green rural scenery.

Visitors can also explore Fatatu village and
nearby settlements, where rice fields and
traditional rural life form part of the region’s
appeal. Local products, including rice, tea and
traditional foods, provide additional oppor-
tunities to experience Gilan’s agricultural and
culinary heritage.

Fatatu Forest can be incorporated into a
broader visit to Khomam, a small town situ-
ated about seven kilometers from Rasht, the
capital of Gilan province, and approximately 15
kilometers from Bandar-e Anzali.

The surrounding area offers a variety of
rural and natural attractions. Nearby villages
provide opportunities to observe traditional
architecture, agricultural activities and local
crafts. Fashtakeh, in particular, is known for
its traditional mat-weaving heritage and was

recognized as Iran’s first national village asso-
ciated with mat weaving.

The wider Khomam area also offers access
to coastal scenery and wetlands connected to
the Anzali Lagoon region. These landscapes
complement the forest experience and make
the district suitable for travelers interested in
combining woodland walks with village visits
and rural exploration.

Khomam’s relatively short distance from
Rasht makes Fatatu Forest a potential option
for a day trip for visitors staying in the pro-
vincial capital or traveling between Rasht and
Bandar-e Anzali.

Tourism potential and conservation chal-
lenges

Despite its natural assets, Fatatu Forest re-
mains relatively little known as a tourism des-
tination, and the lack of basic visitor facilities
limits its readiness to accommodate larger
numbers of travelers.

Speaking to IRNA, Mansour Hadipour, head
of the Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tour-
ism office in Khomam county, has described
the forest as a valuable natural area with sig-
nificant potential for environmental protection
and nature-based tourism.

He has said that the local authorities in-
tend to promote Fatatu Forest as a potential
tourism investment opportunity at a Gilan in-
vestment conference. Possible development
concepts include health-oriented tourism that
makes use of the area’s natural setting, pro-
vided such activities comply with environmen-
tal regulations.

Hadipour has also highlighted the area’s his-
torical potential, saying that modern archae-
ological studies could help identify previously
undocumented evidence of its past.

For travelers seeking a quieter side of Gilan,
Fatatu Forest offers an opportunity to expe-
rience the province’s lowland forest heritage,
rural landscapes and proximity to the Caspian
coast. Its alder woodland, seasonal colors and
walking routes provide a setting for a relaxed
excursion, while nearby villages offera glimpse
of the region’s agricultural and craft traditions.



Iran-China project to restore wetlands, curb
dust storms enters implementation phase

TEHRAN - A joint Iran-China project to
restore Salehiyeh and Allahabad wetlands,
located west and southwest of Tehran, and
curb dust storm sources has entered the im-
plementation phase, with planned measures
covering more than 48,000 hectares.

The wetlands are important ecosystems
that help sustain local biodiversity and reg-
ulate environmental conditions. However,
declining rainfall, drought, excessive water
extraction, and drainage projects have con-
tributed to their degradation and the shrink-
ing water bodies.

A specialized webinar to review the oper-
ational aspects of the memorandum of un-
derstanding for the joint project was held on
Saturday with the participation of University
of Tehran faculty members and representa-
tives of relevant organizations.

Coordinated by the Secretariat of the Na-
tional Dust Storm Headquarters, the project
involves the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
the University of Tehran, and the Plan and
Budget Organization. It aims to curb active
dust storm sources, improve the hydrological
regimes of the two wetlands, and enhance
the livelihoods of local communities.

Under the plan developed for the first
phase, rehabilitating drainage systems and
reopening waterways, establishing living
and non-living windbreaks, implementing
biological measures, using environmentally
compatible mulches, and empowering lo-
cal communities have been envisaged, Mehr
news agency reported.

According to the Department of Environ-
ment (DOE), in accordance with President
Masoud Pezeshkian’s directives and to follow
up on the resolutions of Iran’s National Head-
quarters for Dust Storm Policy and Coordina-
tion, a specialized webinar was held on Satur-
day, reviewing the operational aspects of the
tripartite memorandum of understanding
(MOU) of the Iran-China joint project. Offi-
cials from the University of Tehran and other
related organizations attended the webinar.

Addressing the event, Behzad Raygani,
secretary of the National Secretariat for Sand
and Dust Storms, outlined the parameters
for joint effort while highlighting the need
for integrated water resources management,
restoration of wetland ecosystems, develop-
ment of conservation agriculture, and stabili-
zation of soil in critical dust hotspots.

The initiative serves as an example of na-

tional synergy, and proactive environmental
diplomacy will be pursued across the short-
term, medium-term, and long-term.

Pezeshkian pushes for drafting action
plan to combat desertification

In September, President Pezeshkian high-
lighted the need to draft a five-year Irani-
an-Chinese action plan to manage airborne
dust and combat desertification in line with
a memorandum of understanding (MOU)
signed by the two countries.

The MOU was inked in the last month of
spring in 2025, in Lanzhou, Ching, to promote
scientific cooperation and address sand and
dust storms (SDSs) challenges, IRNA report-
ed.

Following specialized meetings and an as-
sessment of scientific and operational indi-
cators, a five-year action plan is scheduled
to be developed, and two regions have been
designated as pilot sites for implementing
joint efforts.

The selected areas include Salehiyeh Wet-
land, a major dust source affecting Alborz,
Qazvin, and Tehran provinces, and Tabas des-
ert, another main dust hotspot in the country,
chosen due to their roles in the expansion of
desertification, sandstorms, and their im-
pacts on agriculture and infrastructure.

Highlighting the importance of protect-
ing natural resources and the environment,

Pezeshkian called for taking action against
unauthorized construction and illegal activ-
ities that undermine regulations and lead
to environmental consequences, as well as
benefiting from the capacities and expertise
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in imple-
menting pilot projects.

The official made the remarks in a meeting
held on September 13 to give an account of
the progress in the bilateral MOU.

Moreover, the president urged the Univer-
sity of Tehran to maintain constant collabo-
ration with the Chinese Academy of Sciences
and develop a joint action plan to be assessed
and discussed in the next meetings. The offi-
cial also asked the Plan and Budget Organi-
zation to secure funds required for the stud-
ies and measures in the five-year action plan.

Dust storms are significant environmental
challenges that adversely affect food secu-
rity, human health, and the sustainable de-
velopment process at national and regional
levels.

Being located in an arid and semi-arid area,
Iran has been negatively impacted by climate
change. Therise in temperatures, drop in pre-
cipitation, intensified droughts, and frequent
SDSs have not only threatened the ecosys-
tem and biodiversity but also jeopardized the
country’s food security by exacerbating soil
erosion, expanding desertification, and de-
clining agricultural productivity.

Health Expo Iraq to offer prime opportunity for
Iranian medical sector

TEHRAN - The sixth edition of
Health Expo Irag, the country’s
annual international health ex-
hibition and congress, will offer
Iranian health-sector manufac-
turers a valuable opportunity to
enter the Iragi market and ex-
pand their business in the neigh-
boring country.

The event is scheduled to take
place from October 28 to 31 at
the Baghdad International Fair.

The expo will feature a wide
range of products and services,
including medical equipment,
laboratory devices, pharma-
ceuticals, hospital supplies, and
healthcare services. Additionally,
seminars, workshops, and pan-
el discussions are organized for
participants, encouraging indus-
try professionals to share knowl-
edge and experiences and estab-
lish new business connections.

Iranian delegation will set up
their pavilions to feature the
products and achievements of
the Iranian knowledge-based
firms, establish connections
between Iranian and Iraqgi ex-
perts and stakeholders, hold
B2B meetings, and identify the
needs of Irag market in the field
of health.

Iran’s ambassador to Iraq and
embassy advisors will visit Irani-
an pavilions and hold meetings
with companies to explore po-
tential and capacities for the ex-
pansion of ties between the two
countries.

With a population of over 46
million and the pharmaceutical
market valued at 4 billion dollars,
Iraq is one of the biggest health
markets in West Asia. The coun-
try is planning to meet 70 per-
cent of its pharmaceutical needs

through domestic production by
2027.

Boosting academic ties to
meet domestic, regional prior-
ities

On October 19, Iran’s scien-
tific counselor in Irag, Moham-
mad-Javad Najafi, and Iraqi Dep-
uty Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, Haider
Abd Dahed, discussed ways to
strengthen academic coopera-
tion between universities in the
two countries, with a focus on
problem-solving approaches and
addressing domestic and region-
al needs.

Collaboration on problem-ori-
ented research, the provision of
scholarships, the facilitation of
educational issues for students,
and preparation for the ‘Third
Iran-Iraq Science Week’ were the
key topics discussed during the
meeting, IRNA reported.

The officials also discussed
conducting collaborative re-
search projects, supervising joint
dissertations for postgraduate
degrees, and publishing joint sci-
entific articles in globally reputa-
ble magazines.

Addressing the challenges and
educational problems faced by
the students in reciprocal coun-
tries was the other issue raised
by the two sides.

In September, the chancellor of
Shiraz University, Alireza Afshar-
far, and Najafi explored the po-
tential to expand academic ties
with Iragi universities.

The officials met on Septem-
ber 26, discussing ways to de-
velop collaborative educational
courses, exchange students and
professors, attract international
students, and conduct joint re-

search projects, msrt.ir reported.

Establishing dual degree pro-
grams, holding summer schools
and educational courses in En-
glish and Arabic languages, and
participating in Iran-lraq Science
Week were among other issues
highlighted by the officials.

The officials also highlighted
the need to share the scientific
and educational capacities and
the capabilities of Shiraz Uni-
versity with Iragi students, and
to implement research projects
on shared challenges like dust
storms and the environment.
They also discussed ways to
foster ties with universities and
scientific centers in Lebanon and
Kurdistan.

Iran regional leader in health
system

In May 2025, the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) director
for the Eastern Mediterranean
Regional Office (EMRO) said Iran
is a leading country in expanding
its healthcare system and pro-
viding access to universal health
coverage.

Lauding the country’s achieve-
ments in recent years, Hanan
Balkhi said that by expanding
primary health care services,
increasing access to health cov-
erage in rural areas, maintain-
ing high vaccination rates, and
reducing maternal and newborn
mortality, Iran has managed to
become a successful role model
in the region, the health minis-
try’s website reported.

The official made the remarks
in a meeting with Health Minis-
ter Mohammad-Reza Zafarga-
ndi. The meeting was held on
the sidelines of the 78th World
Health Assembly (WHA).

The issue of medicine and
medical equipment production
and self-sufficiency in these ar-
eas is one of the government’s
priorities, Zafargandi said in
March 2025.

Medicine and medical equip-
ment are two important areas
related to people’s health, he
said, adding: “We are trying to
reach self-sufficiency for the
supply of medicine and medical
equipment,” IRNA reported.

According to the head of Iran’s
Union of Medical Equipment
Manufacturers and Exporters
the medical equipment is export-
ed to more than 60 countries an-
nually.

More than 70 percent of medi-
cal equipment and 100 percent of
normal hospital beds are domes-
tically made, IRNA quoted Abdol-
reza Yaqgoubzadeh as saying.

Also, over 95 percent of spe-
cific ICU and CCU beds and more
than 85 percent of operating
room medical equipment, such
as anesthesia machines and oth-
er equipment, are manufactured
with cutting-edge technology in
the country, he added.

Some 600 medical equipment
companies are operating in the
country, producing around 99
percent of the medicine supplied
to the domestic market.

Medical equipment manufac-
turers in the country produce
and supply over 10,000 types of
medical equipment to domestic
and foreign markets. Now, vari-
ous pieces of laboratory equip-
ment are manufactured at prices
much lower than the same for-
eign products.
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Straight Truth

Pakistani Mustafa Prize laureate explores
nanotechnology in fight against breast cancer

TEHRAN - Nanotechnology is opening new

avenues for breast cancer treatment by im-
proving drug delivery, overcoming resistance
to chemotherapy, and reducing damage to
healthy cells. Pakistani medicinal chemist
Muhammad Igbal Choudhary, a 2021 Mustafa
Prize laureate, is among the researchers ex-
ploring how advanced drug-delivery systems
can make cancer therapies more precise and
effective.

Breast cancer remains a major global
health challenge, with patients often fac-
ing recurrence, drug resistance, and severe
treatment-related side effects. Conventional
chemotherapy targets rapidly dividing cells
but can also damage healthy tissues, includ-
ing hair follicles, the gastrointestinal lining,
and bone marrow. Meanwhile, cancer cells
can develop multidrug resistance (MDR) by
activating molecular pumps that expel drugs
before they can take effect.

“Cancers are very difficult, complex, and di-
verse diseases,” Choudhary said. He explained
that chemotherapy drugs often affect both
cancerous and healthy cells, making it chal-
lenging to target tumors without causing sig-
nificant side effects.

Choudhary, who heads the International
Center for Chemical and Biological Sciences
(ICCBS) at the University of Karachi, serves as
vice president of The World Academy of Sci-
ences (TWAS) and coordinates the Standing
Committee on Scientific and Technological
Cooperation of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (COMSTECH).

Receiving the Mustafa Prize marked a turn-
ing point in his scientific career, providing re-
newed motivation and focus. Since then, his
research group has increasingly concentrated
on innovative breast cancer treatments and
smarter drug-delivery technologies.

Nanocarriers offer one promising approach
by encapsulating therapeutic compounds
in microscopic particles that protect drugs
from premature degradation and release
them more effectively at tumor sites. These
systems can use passive targeting, which
exploits the increased permeability of tumor
blood vessels, or active targeting, in which
antibodies, peptides, or other molecules help
nanoparticles bind to cancer-cell receptors.

According to Choudhary, nanoparticles
can contribute both to drug discovery and to
delivering existing medicines more precise-
ly, potentially improving their effectiveness
while limiting harmful side effects.

One promising strategy involves poly (lac-
tic-co-glycolic acid) (PLGA), a biodegradable
and biocompatible polymer widely investigat-
ed for controlled drug delivery. Adding vita-
min E-derived TPGS may further help counter
drug resistance by interfering with the ener-
gy-dependent mechanisms that cancer cells
use to expel chemotherapy drugs.

Researchers are also investigating
nanoparticles coated with natural cell mem-
branes to help them evade immune clearance
and accumulate more effectively in tumors.
Platelet membranes are particularly promis-
ing because their surface proteins may sup-
port tumor targeting. A 2025 preclinical study
reported greater uptake of platelet-mem-
brane-coated, bufalin-loaded PLGA nanopar-
ticles by tumor cells than that of uncoated
particles.

These advances could be particularly valu-
able against triple-negative breast cancer, an
aggressive subtype lacking estrogen, pro-
gesterone, and HER2 receptors, which limits
conventional targeted treatment options.
Nanoparticle-based systems that respond
to local tumor conditions may offer alterna-
tive ways to deliver drugs without relying on
these receptors.

Despite the promise, significant challenges
remain. Producing platelet-membrane-coat-
ed nanoparticles consistently at clinical scale
is difficult, and incomplete membrane cov-
erage remains a concern. Such technologies
must overcome manufacturing and regulato-
ry hurdles before routine clinical use becomes
possible.

Choudhary emphasizes that, although in-
creasingly selective therapies are available,
no drug can yet deliver absolute disease-spe-
cific precision. Integrating molecular biology,
nanotechnology, and medicinal chemistry
could nevertheless bring researchers closer
to safer, more effective treatments for can-
cers that have long resisted conventional
therapies.

Over 355 earthquakes hit Iran in a month

TEHRAN - A total of 356 earthquakes have
been recorded across the country in a week
from September 23 to October 22, according
to the seismological networks of the Institute
of Geophysics of the University of Tehran.

Statistically, 322 earthquakes with magni-
tudes smaller than 3, 30 earthquakes with a
magnitude between 3 and 4, and four earth-
quakes with a magnitude between 4 and 5
have occurred in the country, irsc reported.

Of the total quakes, two had a magnitude
of 4.2 on the Richter scale which occurred on
October 16 and 20 in Kerman province.

Among the provinces of the country, Kho-
rasan Razavi experienced the highest number
of earthquakes with 44, followed by Kerman
with 40, and Yazd with 30 earthquakes.

During the same period, 10 earthquakes hit
Tehran, the biggest one had a magnitude of
3.3 on the Richter scale.

A total of 2,380 earthquakes with a mag-

nitude of more than 2.5 on the Richter scale
were recorded across the country over the
past calendaryear (March 2025-March 2026),
according to the Seismological networks of
the Institute of Geophysics of the University
of Tehran, Mehr news agency reported.

Out of recorded earthquakes, 910 had a
magnitude greater than 3, 130 had a magni-
tude greater than 4, and 15 had a magnitude
greater than 5 on the Richter scale.

The Iranian plateau is located in a very
seismically active region of the world and
is known not only for its major catastrophic
earthquakes but also for the disasters re-
lating to natural hazards, especially earth-
quakes.

About 2 percent of the earthquakes in the
world occur in Iran, but more than 6 percent
of the victims of the world’s earthquakes
during the 20th century are reported from
Iranian earthquakes.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

One who is sure of God’s compensation, shows much
generosity himself.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times »

Noon:11:48 Evening: 17:33 Dawn: 4:58 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:22 (tomorrow)

Virginia Woolf’s ‘Freshwater: A Comedy’

published in Persian

TEHRAN - The Persian translation of the
book “Freshwater: A Comedy” written by Vir-
ginia Woolf has been released in bookstores
across Iran.

Yousef Najafi Jablou is the translator of the
book that has been brought out by Tagh Pub-
lication, ISNA reported.

“Freshwater: A comedy” is a play writ-
ten and produced by Virginia Woolf in 1935,
and the only play she wrote. Although only
performed once in her lifetime, it has been
translated into many languages and pro-
duced in many countries since. Alfred Lord
Tennyson appears as a character in this play.

Virginia Woolf researched the life of her
great-aunt, the photographer Julia Margaret
Cameron, publishing her findings in an essay
titled “Pattledom” (1925), and later in her in-
troduction to her 1926 edition of Cameron’s
photographs.

The play is named after Freshwater, Isle of
Wight, where Julia Margaret Cameron lived
in a somewhat bohemian atmosphere at her
home, Dimbola Lodge, surrounded by a num-
ber of artists and literary figures, including
George Frederick Watts and Tennyson in the
1860s.

Tennyson’s nearby home, Farringford was
another artistic center. The plot revolves
around the attempts by the young actress
Ellen Terry to escape from her marriage to
the much older Watts, partly family history,
partly mocking the conventions of the Vic-
torian times that the Bloomsbury group had
fought to escape.

The Camerons are set to embark for India,
while both Mrs. Cameron and Watts are intent
on portraying Ellen in their respective media.
Ellen on the other hand views a young naval
lieutenant as her escape, with an offer to es-
cape to Bloomsbury. This collapses a number
of historic events into a single afternoon.

Although a slight work not intended for
publication, and easily dismissed as frivo-
lous, it has been given a larger meaning when
placed in the broader context of Woolf’s work
and views. For beneath the comedic ele-
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ments, there is an exploration of both gen-
erational change and artistic freedom. Both
Cameron and Woolf fought against the class
and gender dynamics of Victorianism and the
play shows links to both “To the Lighthouse”
and “ARoom of One’s Own” that would follow.

Virginia Woolf (1882 - 1941) was an En-
glish writer and one of the most influential
20th-century modernist authors. She helped
to pioneer the use of stream of conscious-
ness narration as a literary device.

Woolf began publishing professionally in
1904 and rose to prominence during the in-
terwar period with novels including “Mrs.
Dalloway” (1925), “To the Lighthouse” (1927),
and “Orlando” (1928). She also wrote the
influential feminist essay “A Room of One’s
Own” (1929), followed by “Three Guineas”
(1938), which explores the roots of fascism
in the society. Her work became central to
1970s feminist criticism and remains influ-
ential worldwide, having been translated into
more than 50 languages.

Cartoon of Day

Halloween, The Orange Nightmare
Cartoonist: Enrico Bertuccioli from Italy

Iran, Tajikistan

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy Cul-
ture Minister Mohsen Javadi
and the Minister of Culture of
the Republic of Tajikistan Matlu-
bakhon Sattoriyon emphasized
the formation of a specialized
working group to follow up and
implement the two countries’
cultural agreements in the fields
of printing and book publish-
ing, translating literary works,
and introducing the shared Per-
sian-language heritage.

The two sides met and held
talks on October 24 on the side-
lines of the 14th Dushanbe Inter-
national Book Fair in Tajikistan,
ISNA reported.

In the meeting, which was held
with the aim of deepening the
longstanding cultural and liter-
ary ties between the two coun-
tries, the two sides exchanged
views on practical solutions for
expanding the level of coopera-
tion in various areas of the print-
ing industry, book publishing,
and book reading.

Among the most important
axes of the talks in the meeting
were coordination, synergy, and
planning in the field of collat-
ing, printing, and publishing the
works of the literary and histori-
cal luminaries and figures shared
by the two countries.

The cultural officials of Iran
and Tajikistan described the an-
cient heritage of Persian speak-
ers as a valuable asset and em-
phasized that its preservation

and proper publication requires
the continuous cooperation of
specialized organizations and
institutions in both countries.
Cooperation in the field of intro-
ducing and translating the works
of contemporary writers of both
countries and designing an eco-
system for the Persian language
in cyberspace were among other
topics raised in the meeting.

In order to follow up on the ap-
proved measures and operation-
alize the agreements reached, it
was decided that a specialized
joint working group be formed

to expand cultural cooperation

between cultural representa-
tives of Iran and Tajikistan. This
working group will be responsi-
ble for continuous follow-up and
facilitating the process of imple-
menting bilateral cooperation
programs.

The 14th Dushanbe Interna-
tional Book Fair was held from
October 22 to 24 at the National
Museum of Tajikistan.

Iran Book and Literature House
presented more than 300 titles
at the fair, promoting Iranian
literature and opportunities for
cultural cooperation.

The Iranian pavilion featured
classical and contemporary lit-
erature, Iranian studies, and chil-
dren’s and young adult books.

Iran Book and Literature House
also held meetings with Tajik cul-
tural officials and participated in
specialist sessions to explore co-
operation in publishing, transla-
tion, and literary exchange.

Iran has regularly attended the
Dushanbe fair and Tajikistan has
participated in the Tehran Inter-
national Book Fair (TIBF). Tajiki-
stan was the special guest of the
TIBF in 2023.

Baran Auction to showcase Iranian calligraphy, miniatures

TEHRAN - The fifth edition of Baran Auc-
tion, specializing in Iranian and Islamic art,
will be held in Tehran on Friday, October 30,
featuring works of traditional calligraphy
and Persian miniature painting, including
“The Third Feather” by the late Iranian master
Mahmoud Farshchian.

The event will take place at 5 p.m. at the
Raizan International Conference Center, IRNA
reported on Monday.

A public exhibition of the selected works
will be held at the same venue on October 28
and 29, offering art enthusiasts, research-
ers and collectors an opportunity to view the
pieces before the sale, the report added.

The upcoming edition continues Baran
Auction’s focus on preserving and promoting
Iran’s calligraphic heritage while expanding
its presentation of traditional visual arts.
Alongside calligraphic works, this year’s se-
lection includes pieces from the country’s
miniature painting tradition, highlighting the
historical connections between the two art
forms.

Among the featured works is “The Third

Feather” by Farshchian, whose paintings
frequently draw on Persian literary, spiritual
and mythological themes. According to the
organizers, the work evokes the mysterious
feather of the Simorgh, the legendary bird
associated with wisdom and spiritual dis-
covery in Persian literature. They describe it
as a symbol of awareness, hope and renewal,
reflecting the enduring power of Iranian cul-
tural thought.

Calligraphy remains central to Baran Auc-
tion’s identity. Previous editions have fea-
tured works associated with major figures
in the history of Iranian calligraphy, including
Mir Emad Hassani, Darvish Abdolmajid Tale-
gani and Mirza Gholamreza Esfahani, along-
side works by contemporary artists.

The fourth edition of Baran Auction, held
in 2019, demonstrated the market appeal of
Iran’s traditional arts, with five folios from a
rare copy of Ferdowsi’s “Shahnameh”, written
in the nastaliq style during the Timurid pe-
riod (1370-1507), selling for more than $2.1
million.

The auction, held at Tehran’s Raizen Inter-

national Conference Center, presented 94
works and generated more than $6 million in
sales, although 25 lots failed to attract buy-
ers.

Other notable sales included a miniature
portrait of Princess Navab Akbari Beigom,
created by an Indian artist during the Zand
dynasty (1751-1794), which fetched more
than $1.3 million, and a cylinder inscribed
with a Persian translation of the Cyrus Cyl-
inder by calligrapher Hossein Niktalab, which
sold for approximately $930,000.

The results underscored the commercial
potential of traditional Iranian and Islamic art
within the country’s art market.

By bringing together calligraphy and min-
iature painting, the fifth edition aims to pres-
ent a broader view of Iran’s artistic legacy
while providing a platform for the appreci-
ation and circulation of works rooted in its
cultural traditions.

Founded by Mahbubeh Kazemi Dulabi in
2016, Baran Auction specializes in calligraph-
ic paintings and works of calligraphy.

Milan event commemorates child victims of Gorla, Minab and Gaza

| FrE

TEHRAN- Italian artists and
activists have commemorat-
ed children killed in wars in the
country’s Gorla district, Iran’s
Minab and the Gaza Strip, mark-
ing the 82nd anniversary of the
bombing of an elementary school
in Milan during World War Il.

The commemorations took
place on October 20, the anni-
versary of the 1944 Gorla mas-
sacre, which claimed the lives of
184 children and 19 school staff
members when an Allied air raid
struck the Francesco Crispi ele-
mentary school in northern Mi-
lan.

This year’s anniversary carries
additional significance following
the Italian parliament’s approv-
al of a law establishing October
20 as a national day of remem-
brance for the child victims of
the Gorla massacre and children
killed in all wars. The legislation,
Law No. 85 of May 6, 2026, aims
to preserve the memory of the
victims and promote a culture of
peace.

During the recent commemo-
rations, participants drew par-
allels between the Gorla trage-
dy and the deaths of children in
the Israeli-American attack on a
school in Minab, southern Iran,
as well as the killing of children
in Gaza.

Media activist Zio Filippo took
part in the activities, accompa-

nying his public outreach with
music videos as he moved from
Piazza della Repubblica toward
Piazza Venezia, according to re-
ports on the event.

[talian artists have also re-
leased a song titled “Gorla, Min-
ab, Gaza” to honor children killed
in armed conflicts and highlight
the shared tragedy of civilian vic-
tims across different historical
and geographical contexts.

The song links the memory of
the children killed in Milan during
World War Il with that of children
who have lost their lives in more
recent conflicts, including those
in Iran and Gaza.

The Gorla massacre occurred
on October 20, 1944, when
American aircraft taking part in
an Allied bombing operation over
Milan targeted industrial facil-
ities in the surrounding area. A
bomb struck the Francesco Cris-
pi elementary school, killing 184
children and 19 members of the
school staff.

The tragedy became one of the

most painful episodes in Milan’s
wartime history and a lasting
symbol of the devastating im-
pact of aerial bombardment on
civilians.

On February 28, the Shajareh
Tayyebeh elementary school in
Minab, Hormozgan province, be-
came the site of a devastating
massacre as the United States
and Israel initiated their strikes
against Iran.

While dozens of girls and boys
aged between 7 and 12 were be-
ginning their lessons, the school
was targeted by a missile strike
that caused the building to col-
lapse, trapping children and
teachers beneath the rubble.
I[ranian authorities confirmed
a final death toll of 168 people,
with at least 95 others wounded,
marking one of the most har-
rowing incidents of the conflict’s
opening day.

Despite attempts by US and
Israeli authorities to distance
themselves from the carnage
as images of the tragedy spread

across social media, detailed fo-
rensic and digital investigations
have painted a starkly different
picture.

An analysis by Al Jazeera’s dig-
ital investigations unit, utilizing
over a decade of satellite imagery
and recent video clips, revealed
that the school was a clearly dis-
tinct civilian facility, separated
from any adjacent military sites
for at least ten years. Further-
more, witness accounts and sat-
ellite-based analyses confirmed
that the school was triple tapped
by three separate, deliberate
strikes, leaving no doubt about
the nature of the attack.

The international community
has faced mounting evidence re-
garding the responsibility for this
atrocity, with investigations from
major global outlets including
The New York Times, BBC Verify,
CBC, and NPR all concluding that
the United States was responsi-
ble for the strike.

These findings have raised
fundamental questions about
the intelligence used to justify
the bombing, as the patterns of
the strike suggest a direct tar-
geting of a civilian educational
institution. The Minab school
tragedy now stands as a somber
testament to the immense hu-
man cost of the aggression and a
focal point for those demanding
international accountability.



